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From Yard Sale Find to “Save the Flags” Collection
On February 23rd, the Gov. Crapo Camp, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War,
was contacted by the State of Michigan’s “Save the Flags” co-Chair Matt VanAker
about a possible G.A.R. Post flag that could have belonged to the Gov. Crapo
Post, Chartered in June of 1883. The Post itself was closed by order of the
Department of Michigan in April 1937 after the death of Comrade Theodore
Burden and the transfer of Comrade Corydon E. Foote to the Department-atLarge. Two photos of the flag were included. VanAker explained the flag had
originally been purchased at a yard sale and shortly after was purchased for
$200.00 by David Norris. Norris contact VanAker soon thereafter. Norris is a
Flint resident and historian with a Civil War ancestor. His great-grandfather,
Talmon C. Owen served in the 10th Michigan Infantry Regiment. He immediately
understood the flag’s significance and contacted VanAker. Unfortunately, there
was little information to trace how the flag had ended up in the yard sale, other
than it had been stored at a local Flint business for years and then been offered to
someone in the yard sale family.
The flag was in such pristine condition that it was considered possibly to be a
replica. The photos were forwarded to our Museum President Keith Harrison,
who confirmed it was in the G.A.R. Post flag layout. This was confirmed through
comparison with the 1887 M.C. Lilley & co. G.A.R. catalog with matching
dimensions and coloring. The remaining question was the type of fabric.
Arrangements were made to view the flag at the Genesee Township Hall on
March 10. Beside the owner of the flag, Matt VanAker and two conservators from
the “Save the Flags” program were present. Gov. Crapo Corps No 23, Women’s
Relief Corp members Carol Powers and Dawn Bastian were also present. They
brought with them a book of “vintage materials” swatches. Based on the
swatches, it was determined the flag was silk and dated to a time period from the
late 1880’s to the mid- 1890’s.
Confirmed as genuine, the flag was immediately donated to the “Save the Flags”
program and was transferred back to Lansing. Matt VanAker indicated it will
become part of a future display about the Grand Army of the Republic at the State
of Michigan History Museum. The Gov Crapo Camp and the Gov. Crapo Corp
will sponsor its conservation.
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS & SPECIAL EVENTS

May 2021
Tuesday, May 18st (7 PM) - Seminar: Historic Fort Wayne (Speaker: Tom Berlucchi)
Sunday, May 30th (10 AM - 5 PM) - Museum Open for Memorial Day
Monday, May 31st (11 AM) - Annual Memorial Day Parade and Memorial Day Program
July 2021
Saturday/Sunday, July 3rd/4th (8 AM - 5 PM) - Civil War Living History Camp (Artillery, Cavalry,
and Infantry)
Sunday, July 4th (10 AM - 5 PM) - Museum Open for Independence Day
Sunday, July 4th (8 AM - 5 PM) - Annual July 4th Parade
Friday/Saturday, July 9th/10th - Cass County Underground Railroad Society (Vandalia,
Michigan)
Tuesday, July 20th (7 PM) - Seminar: Jackson’s Role in the Underground Railroad (Speaker:
Linda Hass)
August 2021
Tuesday, August 10th (10 AM - 3 PM) - Annual Civil War Discovery Camp for Kids 7 - 14 years
September 2021
Saturday/Sunday, September 4th/5th - The Henry Ford Old Car Festival (Dearborn, Michigan)
Sunday, September 19th (3 PM) - Seminar: The Eleventh Corps at Gettysburg (Speaker: Dr. Jim
Pula)
November 2021
Tuesday, November 16th (7 PM) - Major General Alpheus Williams (Speaker: Jack Dempsey)
Saturday, November 6th (10: 30 AM - 1 PM) - Museum Hosting Annual Civil War Reenactor
Calendar Meeting
Saturday, November 7th (1:30 PM - 3 PM) - Annual Massing of the Colors - State
Museum/Library Auditorium
Thursday, November 11th (10 AM - 5 PM) - Museum Open for Veterans Day
December 2021
Saturday, December 4th (Noon - 8 PM) - Annual Eaton Rapids Christmas Parade (Museum is open from
Noon to 8 PM)
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RECENT ACQUISIONS

82 lb solid shot cannon ball

Badge belonging to
Maj. Gen. Lewis L Parsons
Illinois Commandery, Insignia #8615
Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the
United States
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Monument to the 77th New York Volunteers to Rise Again
Col. George L. Willard Camp No. 154, Albany, NY SUVCW

Early Thursday morning, July 16th, 2020 the soldier monument dedicated to the 77th New York Volunteer
Infantry (NYVI) was found smashed into pieces by officers on foot patrol. In a year full of similar
incidents throughout the country, Congress Park in Saratoga Springs, NY found itself in the news. The
park was also the target of vandalism in the earlier part of the week. The recently restored decorative
staircase, the Katrina Trask Gateway, was spray painted with red paint.
Various news outlets showed photographs of pieces of the statue scattered about the base. Immediately,
the local camp of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), Col. G. L. Willard Camp 154,
started a GoFundMe Page to help with rehabilitation of the statue and the site. With the help of local
television and print media, word of the fundraising effort quickly went through the community.
Donations, large and small, began to come in at a good pace to both the GoFundMe Page and directly to
the Camp.
The monument has been a familiar sight in Saratoga Spring since it was dedicated to the 77th NYVI, The
Saratoga Brigade, in 1875 to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the end of the Civil War. Originally it
stood prominently in the center of Broadway outside the entrance of Congress Park. In the 1920s, with
the advent of more frequent automobile use, and in order not to impede traffic, it was moved into the
park.
The 77th NYVI was organized in Saratoga Springs and was mustered into service there in November
1861 for a period of three years. The regiment served from early actions in April and May 1862 at
Yorktown and Williamsburg as part of the Peninsular Campaign. Their service continued throughout the
entire war with actions seen at Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, the Wilderness Campaign, and right up to
Appomattox in April 1865. They were mustered out June 27, 1865.
The local community along with many others in New York and elsewhere donated over $8900 in
recognition of that service. Currently, there are approximately $5000 more in donations that are pending
or received. We especially appreciate the support and donations made by many fellow Brothers and
Sisters representing their camps from across the country. A special thank you to the Elias Moon Camp
#2, Kennesaw Mtn Camp #3, and E. Wallace Camp #21 of the Department of GA/SC for their generous
donation.
As owners of the monument, the City of Saratoga Springs Department of Public Works is leading this
restoration project and luckily insurance will help to pay for a significant amount of what needs to be
done. In addition to replacing the broken portions of the monument, there are additional actions needed to
restore the monument and protect it from future damage. As discussed in meetings with Commissioner of
Public Works, key items for the future will include security cameras and a monitoring system that sends
video to a station that is monitored 24 hours/day. Additional work will be done to clean the granite base
and memorial plaque, and effect repair to the concrete slab supporting the structure. It is hoped that
landscaping involving a stone garden will be used to enhance the area immediately surrounding the
statue. The funds we have raised have been put at the disposal of the City for needs associated with the
statue and the monument site.
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The Willard Camp is proud of the response from the public and appreciates all those who have helped us
with this project. We are pleased to know that this meaningful and significant monument will be restored
with landscaping that makes it even more beautiful. It is our sincere hope that the new security system
and strategic landscaping will be a deterrent to possible future attempts to damage the statue.
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MUSEUM HOURS

The museum is open the
first two Wednesdays of
each month from 10am5pm; patriotic holidays,
special events, and by
appointment.
MICHIGAN’S
G.A.R. MUSEUM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President-Keith G. Harrison
Vice President-Chris Allen
Secretary- Gary Gibson
Treasurer-James Kaiser
Directors: Don Limpert,
Scott Poyer, Bob Griggs,
Pam Colestock, & Jim Pahl

Thank you to all who have
visited the museum and
who generously gave a
donation or became a 2021
Sponsor!
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