JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS
OK THK

Tenth Annual Encampment

SONS OF VETERANS, U.

S.

UEI.D IN

MINNEAPOLIS,

AuoirsT 24, 25,

■_'<>.

MINN.,

27, 28,

and 20,

:

1891.

TOPEKA, KANSAS.
4M1LTO.N
"
.

PUNTING OOMPANV.

1891.

A,

LELAND J. WEBB.
Commander-in-Chiki-.

1890-1891.

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

Tenth Annual Encampment
OF THE

SONS OF VETERANS, TJ.
HELD IN

MINNEAPOLIS,

August

MINN.,

24, 25, 26, 27, and

1891.

TOPEKA,
THE HAMILTON

KANSAS.

PBINTTNG

1891.

COMPANY.

29,

S.

A.,

I

^5"

\

.• •:• ••: : ••• ••• ••
:
:
•: :

v

::

AI2.

12^

Topeka, Kas., October
The following
Annual

Session

is a true and correct

of

report

of

the proceedings

15, 1891.

of the Tenth

the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, IT. S.

A.,

begun and holden at Minneapolis, Minn., August 24, 25, 26, 27, and 29,

A.D.

1891.

Clay

D.

Leland J. Webb,

Herod,

Pa#t Adjutant

Past Commander-in-Chief.
General.

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS.
MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.
August 24, 1891.
The Commandery-in-Chief was called to order in Morgan Post Hall at 3 o'olock
p.
with Commander-in-Chief Leland J. Webb in the chair.
The Commandery-in-Chief was then opened in due form.
On roll-call the following officers were found to be present: Commander-in-Chief,
Leland J.Webb: Major General, Rudolph Loebenstein; Chief-of-Staff, D. W. Wood;
Adjutant General, Clay D. Herod; Quartermaster General, Fred. S. Hazelton; In
spector General, Marvin E. Hall; Chief Mustering Officer, Geo. W. Pollitt; JudgeAdvocate General, Bartow S. Weeks; Chaplain-in-Chief, C. A. C. Garst.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I will announce the Committee on Credentials as
follows: The Adjutant General (by virtue of his office); General Tobias, of New
York; Colonel O'Brien, of Nebraska; Colonel Lyon, of South Dakota; Colonel Poe,
of Ohio. The committee will meet upon call of the chairman, the Adjutant General.
I do not know that there is anything further that this Commandery can do until
the report of the committee is made.
Judge- Advocate Gbnebal Weeks: Commander, I move we take a recess for a
half an hour.
General Baguley, of West Virginia: I second the motion.
The Committee on
E. W. Ebackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Make it 15 minutes.
Credentials can get through in that time.
Judge-Advocate Geneeal Weeks: I will accept the amendment.
The motion, as amended, was agreed to, and the Commandery took recess for 15
•
minutes.
3:30

o"clock

p.m.

The Commandery will come to order and hear the
report of the Committee on Credentials.
Adjutant Genebal Hebod: Commander, the committee have decided to report
all the delegates that have been regularly certified as elected, in addition to Past
Commanders-in-Chief, Past Grand Division Commanders, constitutional life mem
bers. Past Colonels, and sitting Colonels, except in cases where the alternate is re
I will therefore call the roll, and where
ported as acting instead of the delegate.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

*ome alternate is acting instead of a delegate,

report.
The Adjutant General proceeded
Those marked (*) were present.

if

he has not already reported, he can

to call the roll as indicated by him, as follows.

COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF
OFFICKRS.
<>jmmander-in-Chief — ♦Iceland J. Webb, Topeka, Kas.
Lieutenant General— E.
San Souci, Providence, R. I.
Major General— 'Rudolph Loebenstein, Warrensburg, Mo.

J.

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT,
Chlef-of-Staff— *D. W. Wood, Anderson, Ind.
Adjutant General— *Clay D. Herod Topeka, Kas.
Quartermaster General— *Fred. S. Hazelton, Topeka, Kas.
Inspector General— *Marvln E. Hall, Hillsdale, Mich.
Chief Mustering Officer — *Geo. W. Pollitt, Paterson, N. J.
Judge- Advocate General— *Bartow S. Weeks, New York city.
Surgeon General— Orrin A. Gee, Brandon, Yt.
Chaplain-in-Chief— *C. A.C. Garst, Galesburg, 111.
Elective Members Council-ln-Chief — *C. A. Bookwalter, Indianapolis, Ind - *Henry Frazee, Cleve
land, Ohio; 'Moses P. O'Brien, Omaha, Neb.; *N. L. Harrison, Hornellsville, N. Y.; »D. B. Purbeck,
Salem, Mass.
Fast Commanders-in-Chief— Frank P. Merrill, Maiden, Mass. ; *Geo. B. Abbott, Chicago, III.; Chas.
F. Griffin, Hammond, Ind.; Geo. W. Marks, Brooklyn, N. Y. ; *Louis M. Wagner, Philadelphia, Penn.;
*A. P. Davis, Pittsburgh, Penn.
Past Grand Division Commanders— Frank M. Chatlls, Manchester, N. II.; ♦Raphael Tobias, New
York city ; *Leland J. Webb, Topeka, Kas.; E. Howard Gilkey, Columbus, Ohio: W. E. W. Ross, Balti
more, Md.; I. S. Bangs, Maine ; R. M. J. Reed, Philadelphia, Penn. ; Chas. S. Crysler, Independence, Mo.
Constitutional Life Members— A. P. Davis, Pittsburg, Penn.; W. E. W. Ross, Baltimore, Md.; J. A.
Eldridge, .1. A. Rodriego; J. A. Bangs, Wm. H. Pierpont, John A.Thompson, R. M. J. Reed, Philadelphia,
Penn.; R. M. Linton, Johnstown, Penn.; O. B. Brown, Dayton, Ohio.
ALABAMA

AND TICNNKSSKE.

Colonel— W. R. Cooper, Knoxville, Tenn.
Past Colonels— *M. D. Friedman, Birmingham, Ala. : R. W. Biese, Chattanooga,
Delegate at Large — Harry White, Atlanta, Ga.
Delegate— E. E. Mack, Chattanooga, Tenn.
.Alternate at l^arge—J. A. Hyden, Knoxville, Tenn.
Alternate — L. W. Friedman, Birmingham, Ala.

Tenn.

ARKANSAS.
Colonel— J. Hubbell Wilkins, Paris.
Delegate at Large— E. S. SampBon, Fort Smith.
Delegate— A. T. Schuester, Huntington.
Alternate at Large— Iris E. Caldwell, Fort Smith.
Alternate — E. L. Finney, Huntington.
CALIFORNIA.
Colonel— S. L. Ulodget, Bakersfield.
Past Colonels— L. DeP. Callahan, Los Angeles; C. J. Callahan, Los Angeles; Edward C. Robinson,
Oakland; E. W. Conant, San Joso; Fred. V. Wood, Oakland.
Delegate at I-arge — Phil. K. Gordon, San Francisco.
Delegate— W. H. Cook, Bakersfield.
Alternate at Large — L. D. Manning, Oakland.
Alternate— D. J. Matlock, San Jose.
COLORADO.
Colonel -*JjCo W. Kenneday, Denver.
Past Colonels— Frank C. McArthur, Denver; H.D. Kendig, Denver; Elmer T. Beitz, Laramie, Wy. ;
*Chas. H. Anderson, Denver.
Delegate at Large — Charles A. Jackson, Denver.
Delegate — E. W. Condit, Denver.
Alternate at Large— U. S. Wolfkiel, Denver.
Alternate —David E. Fryer, Denver.
CONNECTICUT.
Colonel —Willis N. Barber. Meriden.
Past Colonels— G. Braiuard Smith, Hartford ; W. H. Pierpont, New Haven ; *H. W. Wessells,
field.
Delegate at Large— A. A. Burnham, Unionville.
Delegate— *W. W. Wheeler. Birmingham.
Alternate at Large — C. C. Kossberg, New Britain.
Alternate— R. W. Isbell, Meriden.
Colonel—

J.

W. V. R. Plummer, Key West.

Litch

FLORIDA.

ILLINOIS.
Colonel
*Geo. H. Hurlbut, Belvidere.
—
Past Colonels
A. W. McFarland, Chicago; R. V. Mallory, Lincoln; *Gl'o. 15. Abbott, Chicago;
■■''FrankMcCrillis, Chicago; C. T. Orner, Bloomingtou ; *Geo. B. Stadden, Springfield.
Delegate at Large — *E. A. Wells, Murphymburgh.
Delegates — *Isaac Cutter, Camp Point; *M. M. Pinckley, Bushuell; *Geo. W. Whyte, Danville;
*H. M. Moss, Mt. Vernon; *John Lynch, jr., Olney ; *Henry Abels, Springfield.
Alternate at Large — Jas. B. Lidders, Rock Island.
Alternates— 'Henry Abels, Springfield: C. A. Higginw, Chicago ; W. F. Mangan, Sterling; J.D.Hall,
Peoria; Ed. H. McFarland, Hey worth ; Robert Schu lea, Peoria.
INDIANA.
Colonel — *John W. Newton, Winchester.
Past Colonels— Wm. H. Armstrong, Indianapolis; Elmer S. Walker, West I^ebanou; Geo. C. Harvey,

Danville.

Delegate at Large — *H. G. Ogden, Danville.
Delegates — *I'bos. W. Burt, La Fayette; *Geo.P. E. Newman, Hammond ; *0. E. Ensley, Indianapolis.
Alternate at Large— H. II. Weaver, Pittsboro.
Alternates — Geo. W. Kreitenslein, Terre Haute; W. R. Steele, Pendleton . F. A. Withers, (Juercus
Grove,
IOWA.
Colonel— *Geo. Van Houten, Lenox.
Past Colonels— *J. D, Rowen, Dea Moines; F. M. White, Waterloo; *John H. Fickett, Oskaloosa.
Delegate at Large—*W.
Biering, Davenport.

J.
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Iielegates — *R. Shaw Van, Dennison ; A. E. Davis, Burlington ; 'Geo. B. Gray, Washington.
Alternate at Large— « A. N. Welch, Winterset.
Alternates— Win. Reece, Ottumwa; W. H. Lovell, Columbus Junction; D. G. Cloud, 8ibley.
>
KANSAS.
Colonel— """has. D. Jones, Norton.
Past Colonels—*Leland J.Webb, Topeka; 'Clay D. Herod, Erie; *Chas. S. Nation, Erie.
Delegate at Large — *J. T. Cooper, Emporia.
Delegates— »F. A. Agnew, Newton; *W. A. Anderson, Hutchinson ; »L. M. Azline, Medicine Lodge;
•W. Y. Morgan, Strong City.
Alternate at Large — Chas. F. Home; Mankato.
Alternates — 'Chas. E. Harbaugh, Erie; A. B. Callahani, Topeka; A. A. Stover, Belleville; W. E.
Morris, Leavenworth
KENTUCKY.
Colonel — Fred. G. Singleton, Newport.
Past Colonels—N. M. Pell, Fayetteville, Ark.; (i. H. Capito, Louisville; A. R. Dyche, London.
Delegate at Large— W. B. Neal, London.
Delegate —Jas. A. Van Pelt, Newport.
Alternate at Large — R. W. Roue, Jamestown.
Alternate —P. E. Bryant, London.
MAINE.
Colonel — Edward C. Moran, Tbomaston.
Past Colonels -Frank P. Merrill, Maiden ; Aug. S. Llbby, Portland; Chas. H. Rice, Bangor; 'John
C. Blake, Auburn ; Edward K. Gould, Rockland; Thos. G. Libby.Vlnal Haven; Waldo H. Perry, Port
land: Chas. F. Hutchins, Bangor; A. C. Cloudraan, Cumberland Mills.
I>elegate at Large— H. L. Wright, Auburn.
Delegate— O. P. Hurd, Waterville.
Alternate at Large — C. F. I lay ford, Lewiston.
Alternate—
D. Reynolds, Waterville.

J.

MARYLAND.

Colonel— 'John R. Neely, Washington, D.C.
Past Colonels— Geo. W. Collier, Baltimore; 'Miles W. Ross, Baltimore; Sherman J. Brown, Wash
ington, D. C. ; E. R. Campbell, Washington, D. C. ; Samuel E. Thomason,
Washington, V. C.
Delegate at Large— *Frank A.White, Easton.
1'elegate— 'Robert M. Wilson, Baltimore.
Alternate at Large— Jos. T. White, Easton.
Alternate — Edward E. Herold, Baltimore.

'

MASSACHUSETTS.

Colonel— «Cbas. K. Darling, Fltchburg.
Past Colonels — Joseph B. Maccabe, East Boston ; Fred. J. Bradford, Lowell ; Chas. F. Sargent, Law
rence; Henry S. Crossman, Springfield; Nathan C. Upham, Fitchburg; *John H. Hinkley, Beverly;
•Dudley B. Purbeck, Salem; •ffm. A. Stevens, Maiden ; Geo. W. KnowTton.
Delegate at Large— 'Harry S. Thompson, Chelsea.
Delegates — *Cha*.D. Rooney, Winchester; * Fred. M. Page, Salem; Geo. N. Howard, Lowell; *Orange
H. Cook, Melrose; 'Frank Robinson, Gloucester.
Alternate— 'Albert C. Blaisdell.
,
MICHIGAN.

Colonel— 'F.C. Stillson, Battle Creek.
Past Cohsnels— Herrick Hodges, B. M. Fellows, Bronson; "Marvin E. Hall, Hillsdale;
Williams, Grand Rapids; F. D. Eddy, Lowell.
Delegate at l^arge— *N. G. Cooper, Sturgls.
Delegates— * Frank M.Gier, Hillsdale; Geo. E. Cogsball, Grand Rapids.
Alternate at Largo— IL W. Mosier, Saginaw.
Alternates — G. H. Townsend, Alpena; W. M. Winchester.

Frank M.

MINNESOTA.
i olonel— *Geo. H. Sheire, St. Paul.
Tast Colonels— 'E. M. VanCleve, Minneapolis; »E. H. Milham, St. Paul; A. S. Morgan, Missoula,
Mont.; »E. D. Morris, Red Wing.
Delegate at Large— E. H. Klock, Windoni.
Delegate— *C. L. Bohannon, Tracy.
Alternate at Large — 'A. B. Goodwin, Winnebago City.
Alternate— John O. Olson, Winona.
MISSOURI.

Colonel— *B. W. Frauenthal, St. LouiB.
Past Colonels —'Fred. Neudorff, St. Joseph ; J. J. Speaker, Kansas City ; A. H. Vandivert, Bethany ;
K R. Durham. Bethany; *R. I<oebenstein, Warrensburg; H. J. Kline, St. Joseph.
iJelegate at Large — 'Jesse Roote, Mansfield.
Ifelegates— 'Fred. E. Ernst, St. Joseph; J. W. Anderson, I^amar.
Alternate at Large — Chas. Tarrom, Washington.
Alternates— John Humann, St. Louis; *E. C. Trueblood, Marysville.
MONTANA.

Colonel —'Chas. F. Morrison, Fort Keogb.
Past Colonels— John R. Miller, Helena; 'Edgar G. Worden, Helena; A. E. Veazie, Helena.
Ivlegate at Large— John F. Firch, Butte City.
Delegate — *E. D. Weed, Helena.
Alternate at Large — Z. T. Burton, Bozemao.
Alternate— P. C. Waite, Bozeman.
NEBRASKA.

Colonel— 'F. P. Corrlck, Stockham.
Past Colonels— S. W. Cogllzer, Weeping Water; B. W. Hawkins, Beaver City ; A. M. Appelgel, Tecumneh : 'Moses P. O'Brien, Omaha; Frank J. Coates, Omaha.
Delegate at Large— 'J. B. Reeve, Omaha.
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H. Bowen, jr., Hastings; *J. S. Catterson, Harvard.
Delegates—*.!.
Alternate at Large — Chas. L. Olds, Fremont.
Alternates — Geo. C. Hill, Indianola; W. S. Jolley, David City.

K

NEW

HAMPSHIRE.

Fisher, Dover.
Past Colonels— Frank H. Challis, Manchester;
Frank E. Llbby, Great Falls ; Frank B. Perkins, Mancheater; Frank M. Shack ford, Lake Village; Michael F.Crowley, Portsmouth: Ben.O. Roby. Nashua;
Jas. H. Joyce, Great Falls.
Delegate at Large — *.Tohn N. Dufney, Great Falls.
Delegate— *Cyrus IV. Little, Manchester.
Alternate at Large — J. Frank Hutchinson, Portsmouth.
Alternate— Rev. J. A. Bowler, Great Falls.
Colonel— Burt

NEW JERSEY.
Colonel— Thos. H. Edmond, Trenton.
—
Henry E. Hatfield, Newark; Ed. C. White, Trenton; F. D. Morse, Elizabeth
Past Colonels
drew Derrom, jr., Paterson; Geo. H. Perkins, Atlantic City.
Delegate at Large— *W. E. Allstroni, Long Branch.
Delegate — H. B. Marchbauk, Newark.
Alternate at Large— Edmond Batterson, Newark.
Alternate— Wm. O. McDowell, Newark.

; An

NEW YORK.
Colonel— *Clarence E. Holmes, ML Vernon.
Past Colonels— 'Raphael Tobias, New York, M. J. Downing, New York ; E. F. Fellows, Brockport ;
Edward W. Hatch, Buffalo; \V. H. Wyker, Goshen; W. A. Hyde, Wollcott ; J. C. Sawyer, Matteawao ;
•Job E. Hedges, New York; Adolph Hoeffliog, Brooklyn.
Delegate at Large — * Joseph R. Swain, Sing Sing.
Delegates— *Robert J. Hock, Goshen; 'Reynold W. Wilcox, New York; "W. S. Oberdorf, Dansville; *Vv. J. Hepworth, New York Mills; F. C. Gluer, Hornellsville.
Alternate at Large— Jacob Goldberg, Buffalo.
Alternates— F. C. Gluer, Hornellsville; H. C. H.Cooper, Rochester: J. A. Barker, Biughamton ;
W. R. Mudford, Syracuse; S. D. Kirknatrick, Middle-town.
OHIO.
Colonel— *J. V. Hilliard, Newark.
Past Colonels— E. H. Gilkey, Columbus; II. R. Bacon, Toledo; *E. W. Poe, Columbus ; W. C. Wikoff,
Columbus; *F. W. Myers, Steubenville ; Geo. A. Ensign, Defiance; 'Henry Frazee, Cleveland; George
W. Leonard, Urbana; *W. E. Bundy, Cincinnaiti; *<"has. .!. Deck man, Malvern.
Delegate at Large — D. L. Morrow, Hillsboro.
Delegates—*!*'. O. Wilkinson, Lfnwood ; *Don C. Cable, Nelson ville ; *A. E. B. Stevens, Clever : Mur
ray Waltman, Findley ; E. E. Edge, Mendon ; Jas. H. Davis, Fort Recovery ; H. H. Cassil, Mi. Vernon;
*W. W. Hegler, Frankfort.
Alternate at Large — Fred. D. Perry, Cadiz.
Alternates — C. IL Orr, Columbus; *D. D. Morris, Lima; G.G.King, Alliance; *T. L. Raird, Toledoj;
W. H. Putton, Cleveland ; L. McQuiston, Xenia ; *J. D. Houston, Hillsboro ; H. Clay Runyan, Catawba.
OREGON.
Colonel — Frank Melvin, East Portland.
Past Colonel— S. H. Griffith, East Portland.
Delegate at Large — A. F. Holer, Salem.
Delegate — L. J. J. Adams, Silverton.
Alternate at Large- W. K. Howe, East Portland.
Alternate— S. E. Howard, Salem.

•

PENNSYLVANIA.
Colonel —'Herman M. Rebele, Allegheny City.
Past Colonels— Jas. H. Closson, Philadelphia (Germantown) ; E.W.Alexander,
Reading; Robert H.
Hopkins. Vicksburgh ; Wm. H. Smith, A Hen tow u ; Horace H. Hammer, Reading ; A. K. Howard, Titusville; Frank H. Hartzell, Pittsburgh; Harry H. Russell, Philadelphia; Chas. J. Miller, Philadelphia ;
Geo. P. Brockway, Titusville; Jas. Lewis Ptake, Reading; P. J. Schroeder, Philadelphia; Wm. B. McNulty, Philadelphia; Andrew J. Falls, Philadelphia; Geo. W. Gerhard, Lock Haven; D. P. Ingham,
Academy Corners.
Delegate at Large — *John A. Wood, McKeesport.
Delegates— G. L. Griffin, DuBois; Alf. G. Loyd, Sharpsburgh ; *W. I. Cams, Sunbury ; John E. Hallman, Philadelphia; Harry Louderback, Philadelphia.
Alternate at Large— Archibald Lester, Allentown.
Alternates— Wm. H. Keirus, Altoona; ( L. John, Ml, Carmel ; Wm. Tongue, Philadelphia; E. N.
Bridges, Bradford; Joseph DuFour, Williamsport.
RHODE ISLAND.
Colonel — *Wm. R. Russell, Providence.
Past Colonels — Chas. W. West, Newport ; *Theo. A. Barton,
Delegate at Large— H. S. Thompson, Providence,
Delegate — *E. O. Riggs, Newport.
Alternate at Large— Herbert C. Dana, Providence.

Providence.

SOUTH DAKOTA.
Colonel — *L. D. Lyon, Watertown.
Past Colonels— *C. C. Bras, Mitchell ; *Cbas. B. Cooke, Arlington.
Delegate at Large— *D. L. Printup, Britton.
Delegate— *E. F. Baker, Arlington.
Alternate at Large— ( has. Langley, Alexandria.
Alternate— J. W. Laughlin, Blunt."
VERMONT.
Colonel— *K. W. Morse, West Randolph.
Rutherford,
Past Colonels— J. C.
Burlington ; F. D. Proctor, Proctor; C. F. R. Jenne, Brattleboro;

PROCEEDINGS.
•Geo. E. Terrill,

Underbill: John E. Fox, Burlington ; V. L. Eaton,
Bennington; *Herbert O. Bixby, Chelsea.
Delegate at Large— *Max L. Powell, Richford.
Delegate— »E. T. Benedict, Poultney.
Alternate at Large — F. G. West, St. Johnsbury.
Alternate— E. H. Kellogg. West Rutland.

Montpelier;

E.

T. Grlswold,

«

WASHINGTON.

Colonel— »E. W. Young, Seattle.
Past Colonels— Hiram E. Allen, Spokane; *B. W. Coiner, Tacoma.
Delegate at Large— *H. Rosenhaupt, Spokane.
Delegate— A. T. Bedell, Walla Walla.
Alternate at Large — E. C. Allen, Seattle.
Alternate — E. V. Claypool, Hodginain.
WEST VIRGINIA.
Colonel—John S. McCasky, New Martinsville.
B. Baguley, Wheeling; E. D. Hazen, Parkersburg.
Past Colonels—
Delegate at Large — H. F. Smith, Falriuount.
Delegate — Edward O. Bower, Parkersburgh.
Alternate at Large— T. M. Rohlbough, Uuckhannon.
Alternate— A. W. Westfall, Auburn.
WISCONSIN.

Colonel— 'Geo. W. Wing, Kewaunee.
Past Colonels— F. J. Walthers, Milwaukee; *J. P. Sheridan, East Saginaw,
son, Madison; *H. S. Fuller, Milwaukee.
Delegate at Large— *E. W. Krackowizer, Milwaukee.
Delegate— M. C. Phillips, Oshkosh.
Alternate at Large — F. S. Stone, Ashland.
Alternate— Blon Moss, Milwaukee.

Michigan ; *(\ H. Hud

When Lieutenant General San Souci's name was called, the Commander-in-Chief
*aid: ''I have received a communication from the Lieutenant General, saying it was
impossible for him to attend, and expressing his fraternal regards to the Commandery-in-Chief, and his regrets that he cannot be with us. I will ask that his commu
,
nication be placed of record. It is as follows:"'
Gen. Leland

J.

Pbovidence, R. I., August

Webb, Topeka, Kas.

My Deab Genbbal — Owing to

17, 1891.

recent changes in my business affairs, which will
require my personal attention, I am compelled to inform you that it will be impos
I regret exceed
sible for me to attend the National Encampment at Minneapolis.
ingly the necessity which forces me to take this step, and have delayod writing you
until the last moment, hoping I could so arrange my affairs as to be with you, but

find

I

I

must give it up.

desire, through you, to express to the officers of the Commandery-in-Chief, and
to the several Divisions and their officers (Rhode Island in particular), my sincere
thanks and appreciation of the very courteous treatment I have received at their
hands during the past year.
With best wishes for the success of the Encampment, I remain fraternally yours,

E.

J.

San Souci, Lieutenant General.

Col. E. W. Poe, of Ohio: Commander, I understand Brother Brown is also a
His name was not called.
member of the Commandery-in-Chief.
The Commandee-in-Chief : Brother Brown is a member of the Committee on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and by the action of the last meeting of the
Commandery is made a member of this body by virtue of his membership on that
committee.
Adjutant Genebai. Hebod: Commander, the name of J. G. Sawyer, of New York,
There has been some question
has been reported as a Past Commander-in-Chief.
about that, and if that is an error would like to have it corrected before we go any
further.
I would say, that the action of the Adjutant General,
The Commander-in-Chief:
in reporting the name of J. G. Sawyer as Past Commander-in-Chief, is erroneous.
He should be placed upon the roll as Past Colonel of the Division of New York.
Majob Genebal Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I move that Will. K.
He is a member in good
West be added to the roll of Past Colonels of our Division.
standing, and a Past Colonel.
Commander, we have in the Indiana Division
Bbo. H. G. Ooden, of Indiana:
I suppose at the time
Pa*t Col. Otis E. Gully, formerly of the Arkansas Division.

I
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the report was sent in the name was not given; that is, to the installation
the first of the year.
his rank.

He is

a

I

officer at
member of the Order in good standing and entitled to

move to add his name.
I think Brother Ogden is mistaken. Brother Gully
resigned and did not serve his term out.
Beotheb Ogden. of Indiana: I think he did: he served two terms.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: I should like to inquire if there is any reason
known to the Adjutant General why the name of Will. K. West was not added to
the list.
The Commander in-Chief: I suppose the Adjutant General has placed on the
list of officers and members all the names that were properly certified to him from
the Divisions.
Adjutant Genebal Hebod: There are no forms for delegates' credentials, except
forms 49 and 50, and all who have properly presented their credentials have been
I have no doubt these two brothers should be entered, but they have not
entered.
presented their credentials in form.
The C'ommandeb-in-Chief: Have they been certified?
Adjutant Genebal Hebod: They have not yet.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander. I second the motion to add these
two names to the list.
Col. Geo. Van Houten. of Iowa: Commander, I move as a substitute that, in all
cases where Division or other officers are entitled to seats, that they be certified by
the Colonel, if present, and if he is not present, then by other parties who know the
facts, and that the Adjutant General make the proper entry without taking up the
time of the convention.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, I do not accept that amendment.
The Commandeb-in-Chie-f: It is moved and seconded that Past Colonel West,
now of the Missouri Division, and Past Colonel Gully, now of the Division of In
diana, be placed upon the roll as Past Colonels in their respective Divisions.
Those
in favor of the motion, say Aye; those opposed. No. The ayes have it. the motion
is agreed to, and it is so ordered.
The next order of business is the reading of the
minutes of the last Encampment.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: As the minutes of the last meeting are all printed,
I move that the reading of them be dispensed with, and they be adopted as printed.

The Commandkb'in-Chief:

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The next business is the appointment of the several
committees. I will say that I have a list of committees appointed, but a great many
of the members who informed me they were coming have not arrived. With the
consent of the Commanderj -in-Chief, I would like to take until to-morrow morning
to name these committees. ["Consent,"' "Consent."]
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander. I notice a very young Division
the Division of Oklahoma— that I believe was omitted in calling
upon this Roster
I would suggest that the Adjutant General call the delegates and repre
the roll.
sentatives from that Division.
Adjutant Genebal Hebod: The delegates were certified two days, before we
started from home, and I did not have time to enter them on this list. They are on
the printed Roster.
The Adjutant General called the roll of the delegates and representatives from
the Oklahoma Division, as follows:
Colonel— \V. M. Allison, Guthrie.
Past Colonel— W. M. Allison, Guthrie.
Delegate at Large — A. C. Scott, Oklahoma

OKLAHOMA.
City.
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Delegate — C. B. Barnes, Guthrie.
Alternate at Large — Jame8 A. DeFord, Okluhoma
Alternate — C. A*her Miner, Oklahoma City.
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City.

Judqe-Advooate

Genebal Weeks: Commander, we omitted the formality of
adopting the report of the Committee on Credentials. I now move that the report
of the Committee on Credentials be adopted, and that the committee be continued.
The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The next business in order is the reading of the re
,
ports of officers.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, before we go into the regular
order, I move the suspension of the regular order, and the adoption of the following
order of business:
First. Sessions to convene at 9, 2 and 8 o'clock sharp, and close promptly at 12,
fi and 11 o'clock.
Monday Afternoon. After roll-call of members, the special order shall be the read
ing and reference of Commander-in-Chief's, Adjutant's, and Quartermaster General's
reports.
Monday Erening. Reading and reference of other official reports and communi
cations from Divisions, Camps, and individual brothers.
Tuesday.
Special order for the day (and until finally disposed of), report of the
Committee on Revision of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
Wednesday.
Special order (when Constitution, Rules and Regulations shall have
been finally disposed of), report of Committee on Military Rank and Revision of
Ritual, and other committees, in their proper order, if time permits. No afternoon
or evening session on account of the parade and camp fire.
Thursday. Special order when committee reports ( including that on Grievances)
shall have been finally disposed of, new business. No evening session on account of
the prize drill.
Friday Forenoon. Special order at 9 o'clock, election of officers.
Friday Afternoon. New business and installation of officers: adjournment: mili
tary ball.
W. Kenneday, of Colorado: I second the motion.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: The reasons for offering this special order I
believe are clear. It is intended to expedite business.
Everybody understands
It will be neces
that we have a vast amount of business before us at this session.
sary to economize time to the utmost; to make special arrangements for special
business, and then to put it through at all hazards.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Have you made arrangements for the parnde on
Wednesday ':
E. W. Kbackowizeb. of Wisconsin: Commander, of course I have not made ar
rangement* for the parade; but this order of business is in conformity with the

Col. Ij.

arrangements of the local committee.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: Commander,

I would like to ask if this cannot be
amended so that if we get through by Wednesday night, or Thursday morning, with
all the business before us, we can take up the election Thursday afternoon instead
of Friday morning?
E. W. Kbackowizeb. of Wisconsin: Commander, I assure the brother that this
order of business provides for the regular rotation of one thing after another. In
any case, if the preceding order can be disposed of in less time than is allotted to
it the next follows. It is intended that we shall adjourn earlier if it is possible.
Col. J. D. Rowen. of Iowa: Commander, I am opposed to this order of business
I do not believe, ever in its history,
because it strings out our sitting until Friday.
the meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief has occupied five days in the transaction
of its business, and why it should be so now is more than I can understand, unless
There are
there is an extra amount of business to be transacted at this session.
We are not here to attend a proces
number of us here simply to attend to business.
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sion, or anything of that kind, and we don"t want to stay any longer than Wednesday
or Thursday, unless it is positively necessary.
If we can get through, under the order
of business laid down in the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, on Wednesday or
Thursday, why not do so, instead of allowing this thing to be strung out as is pro
posed?
Gen. H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, I would like to make a little
amendment to that resolution.
I understand one matter is to follow the other.
First, the report of the Committe on Constitution. Rules and Regulations: next, the
report of the Committee on Military Rank: next, the report of the Committee on
Now. I
Ritual, and then, the election of officers, which is set for Friday morning.
move that the election of officers take place immediately after the disposal of the
report of the Committee on Ritual.
J. B. Reeve, of Nebraska: Commander, I second the motion.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I believe unless we have a spe
The report of the Com
cial order we will not get through with our business.
We
mittee on Revision of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations is voluminous.
will do well to get through with it by Wednesday noon. I assure the brothers they
do not know anything about it, and will not until they begin to wrestle with it.
Unless they begin at 9 o'clock to-morrow morning and keep at it until we are
through, we shall not get through with it at all. Speaking in behalf of the three
committees who have had this work in hand. I urge you to adopt this order, not be
cause I tender it. but because it is offered after mature deliberation and with knowl
I am not in favor
edge of the vast amount of business that is to come before us.
of the amendment of Brother Baguley, because it tends to inject matter which, in
the regular order, comes last, and which should not interfere with our regular busi
ness, to wit, personal politics
the election of officers
that should be the last thing.
It may be provided that the election of officers shall become the special order just
I am perfectly
as soon as all other business is disposed of, except new business.
willing to accept that amendment.
Gen. H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: That is exactly my amendment.
Jos. R. Swain, of New York: Let this order of business be so that if we can dis
pose of one thing on Tuesday, we can take up the next order on that day.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: It is so provided.
Jos. R. Swain: It does not seem to be so understood.
H. B. Bagifley, of West Virginia: Commander, 1 merely rise for a word of ex
planation.
My amendment is practically just what Brother Krackowizer desires
that the election of officers take place immediately after the disposal of other
business. In his order of business he had the report of the Committee on Ritual
the last thing.

E. W. Kbackowizeb:

No, the report of the Committee on Grievances would be

the last thing.

Judge-Advoi ate Genebal Weeks: Commander, I would like to

ment to the resolution offered, beginning

offer an amend
"
on the third page
at the word " Thursday

thereof, so as to read as follows:
Thursday. Special order, when committee reports (including that of the Com
mittee on Grievances) shall have been finally disposed of, then new business, to be
No evening session, on account of
immediately followed by the election of officers.
prize drill.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: I accept that amendment.
Col. G. Van Holten, of Iowa: Commander, I do not feel as though this Encamp
It is provided that
ment ought to tie itself up in the very beginning in this way.
we shall adjourn at 11 o'clock.
Now why not continue till 12? There is an hour's
time in which we may do a good deal of work that otherwise will be crowded in on
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us at the last minute.
Another thing: I feel that the Commander-in-Chief and the
Adjutant General can take this Commandery under their guidance and make an
order of business that will meet every requirement; and for that reason I make the
motion that we refer this subject to the Commander-in-Chief and the Adjutant
General, with power to make an order of business.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion to refer is not seconded.
The question
is now upon the amendment offered by Judge-Advocate General Weeks.
Col. J. D. Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, I move that the amendment to the
original motion be laid on the table.
The motion was seconded.
The motion was not agreed to.
Col. J. D. Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, I now move the adoption of the resolu
tion striking out all reference to time, that is, specifying what shall be done on
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, etc.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion is not in order. There are already two
amendments pending.
Gen. H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, I offer a substitute to adopt
this resolution striking out those dates; to adopt the line of business the brother has
proposed, leaving out the dates.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The substitute is nothing more nor less than an
amendment and is not in order, as only two amendments can be pending at the
same time.
W. S. Obkbdokf, of New York: Commander, the only objection to this order of
business is that it does not give us the power to take up the next order of business
if we get through with the preceding one before the time indicated.
E. W. Ebaceowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I assure the brother, in the pres
ence of this body, that I will walk on my head from here to the Nicollet House if we
can possibly get through in less time than
have allotted for these committee re
The gentlemen do not know.
ports.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander and brothers, I feel that we must
We want to
expedite matters here. We do not want to be tied down to any dates.
have the power, if we find that our Committees upon Constitution, Rules and Regu
lations, and Ritual, and Military Rank, have exercised that good judgment with which
we know they are possessed, to say, " We accept your report," and do it in five min
utes if their report is right; then go on with the other business. I will therefore
withdraw my previous amendment and propose the following, after the first page in
this special order of business, which carries ub through Monday evening, taking in
the Quartermaster General's Report and the reading and reference of other official
reports and communications from Divisions, Camps, individual brothers, etc.:
Tuesday.
(1) Special order for the day (and until finally disposed of), report of
Committee on Revision of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
(2) The report,
and final disposition thereof, of the Committee on Military Rank.
(3) The report,
and disposition thereof, of the Committee on Revision of the Ritual.
(4) Reports
of other committees, in their proper order, including that on Grievances. (5) New
business. (6,1 Election and installation of officers.
No sessions on Wednesday after
noon, or Thursday and Friday evenings.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is not that in fact the regular order of business laid
down in the Constitution, Rules and Regulations?
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: It is, with the exception of the special com
mittees: it being understood, further, that no afternoon session Bhall beheld Wednes
day, and no evening sessions Wednesday or Thursday.
E. W. Ebackowizeb, of Wisconsin: I accept that amendment without further talk.
The chair put the question, and the special order of business as amended by the
Judge-Advocate General was adopted.

I
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Adjutant Genebal Hkbod: Commander, I think before we proceed further we
should select an official stenographer. I therefore move you that Bro. William S.
Garber be appointed the official reporter for the Tenth Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, and that his report be the official report of the proceedings of
this Commandery.
Gen. H. B. Baguley. of West Virginia: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Col. E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, as the Minnesota air has a tend
ency to make people forget things, I move that 250 copies of this order of business
be printed, and a copy furnished to each member of the Encampment.
Col. E. W. Young, of Washington: I second the motion.
Col. G. Van Houten, of Iowa: I move, as a substitute, that a copy of the order
of business be furnished to the press of the city for publication.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: Commander, I second the substitute.
The substitute was adopted.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The next order of business is Reports of Officers.
The Commander-in-Chief submitted his report.

REPORT

OF

THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

Headquabtebh Commandeky-in-Chief, Sons of Vetebans, U.S.A.
Topeka, Kab., August 20, 1891.
To the Officers and Members of the Tenth Annual
Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.

Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.

Beothebs -In accepting, at the hands of the ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, the highest office in its gift, I said that I realized that there never
was a time in the history of the organization when he who held the office of Com
mander-in-Chief would have so hard a task in maintaining the standard of the Order,
as the one who succeeded General Griffin, and experience has shown that I did not
His wise recommendations, approved by the Commanderymisjudge the situation.
in-Chief, made it necessary for his successor and his staff not only to be prompt in
the discharge of every duty, but made those duties greater than have fallen upon
This is said in no sense of criticism upon former administra
any administration.
tions, nor is it to be construed in any sense as criticising the administration of him
who preceded me, for every officer connected with the administration now about to
close has been peculiarly benefited and aided in the discharge of his duties by the
business methods in force at the time I assumed command, September 15, 1890. The
property of the Commandery-in-Chief was delivered to Quartermaster General Hazelton, at Indianapolis, Indiana, September 18. When the transfer was made, I sent
the Quartermaster General to Indianapolis to receive the property, and directed the
Adjutant General to accompany and assist him in the work of transfer. The prop
erty was all properly boxed and shipped in a chartered car to headquarters at Topeka.
Three excellent rooms were procured of the United States Savings Bank, all lighted,
heated, furnished with water, and janitor's services, free of charge.
One of these
rooms has a large lire-proof vault, suitable for keeping the most expensive records
These rooms had rented for the year previous for
and the most valuable supplies.
$600, and the organization is under obligations to Mr. W. C. Knox, president of the
Savings Bank, for the use of them.
»

fubnitube.

The Quartermaster General received from his predecessor all the property men
tioned in the report of General Griffin, and believing that the best interests of the
Order would be subserved by purchasing only good furniture when the same was
needed, the Quartermaster General, under my instructions, procured three oak desks
and nine oak chairs to correspond with the furniture received from General Griffin,
and headquarters is now supplied with all the furniture necessary to properly trans
act the business of the Order.
The oost of the same appears in the report of the
Quartermaster General.
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Following

the plan and system adopted by my predecessor, all the records kept
by him, his Adjutant General, and Quartermaster General, have been kept up during
The Adjutant General and Quartermaster General have adopted
my term of office.
some new plans with reference to the work of their respective offices, which will be
found in their reports respectively, and whatever improvements, if any, have been
made by these officers, they are entitled to the credit therefor.
Out of the appro
priation of §3,000 made for headquarters, the Adjutant General and Quartermaster
General have received $100 per month each for their services, and they have labored
incessantly in the performance of the duties of their respective offices and have
earned all they have received therefor.
found that if
Upon assuming command,
attended to the duties of ray office, promptly answered all correspondence, giving
such directions as were necessary to my subordinates, including Division officers,
should have all the work
could well perform, and in installing the Adjutant Gen
eral and Quartermaster General into their offices, they were advised that each must
perform the duties of his office; would be held accountable for all shortcomings,
and credited with such improvements and reforms as they might make in transact
ing the business of the Order.

I

I

I

I

BONDS.

The Council-in-Chief fixed the bond of the Commander-in-Chief at $ 10,000, and
required him to give a bond issued by some indemnity company, the premium to
be paid by the Commandery-in-Chief.
This was done, the expense thereof being
$100, as will appear- from the report of the Quartermaster General.
No provision
was made by the Council-in-Chief for the Adjutant General and Quartermaster Gen
eral to give bond, notwithstanding the plain provisions of the Constitution.
(See
sec. 4, art. VII, chap. V, page 52, Constitution, Rules and Regulations.)
Recommendation
No. 1. I recommend that the Commander-in-Chief be required
to give bond in such sum as the Council-in-Chief may designate, said bond to be
signed by sureties to be approved by the elective members of the Council-in-Chief,
and thus saving to the Commandery-in-Chief the premium upon the bond.
Recommendation
No. 2. I recommend that the Adjutant General and Quarter
master General be required to give similar bonds in such sum as the Council-hiChief may designate.
FUNDS.

The contemplation of our law was, and is, that the Quartermaster General should
be the custodian of all property and money belonging to the Commandery-in-Chief.
Heretofore the Commander-in-Chief has been held accountable for the property and
The money has been paid to him, and paid
money of the Commandery-in-Chief.
out by him; in most instances the money has been deposited in bank to the credit
of the Commander-in-Chief, notwithstanding the law provides (see sec. 2, art. XVI,
chap. V, page 63.) that all requisitions for money must be drawn by the Adjutant
General, etc. During my administration, all money, except for charter fees and per
capita tax, has been sent to the Quartermaster General, and the money for charter
and per capita tax sent to the Adjutant General, and by him turned over to the
Quartermaster General. I think I have received $514 during my entire term of office,
which was immediately turned over to the Quartermaster General. The bank ac
count has been kept in my name as Commander-in-Chief, but all money has been
deposited by the Quartermaster General, and no money drawn from the bank be
longing to the Commandery-in-Chief, except upon checks signed by me, but drawn
by the Quartermaster General. This officer has exclusive control of the bank books
and accounts. The Quartermaster General, in my judgment, is the officer who
should handle, and be accountable for, the property and money whioh comes into
his hands, and this officer should give a bond sufficient to protect the Order; the
bonds of the Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant General being equally as large as
that of the Quartermaster General, because it is upon their order or requisition that
the money must be paid out. I understand that the Committee on Constitution.
Rules and Regulations have had this matter under consideration, and concur in the
views herein expressed.
I required the Adjutant General and Quartermaster General to give bonds in the
sum of $5,000 each, which they did, giving ample security, and I now hold those
bonds subject to the order of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Recommendation
No. 3. I therefore recommend that the Quartermaster General
receive and pay out all money belonging to the Commandery-in-Chief, and that pay
ment be made only upon requisition drawn, as provided by law, by the Commanderin-Chief and Adjutant General, and that all remittances made to the Adjutant
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General with reports and applications for charter be payable to the order of the
Quartermaster General.
Recommendation
No. 4. I also recommend that the same system be adopted in
the several Divisions.
decisions.
I have been called upon to make numerous official decisions. In most instances
I asked the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General, and his opinion has been at
tached to my decision in all cases when given. One copy of each decision has been
filed in the office of the Adjutant General, one copy furnished the Judge-Advocate
General, and the original sent to the officer in command of the Division, having
been first copied in the official letter-book.
These decisions are too lengthy to pre
sent at this time, but they are now in the possession of the Adjutant General ready
for use as occasion may require during the meeting of the Commaudery -in-Chief.
I have been compelled to differ with my predecessor in some instances as to his
construction of the law- an honest difference on the part of both- and I am con
fident that whatever action the Commandery-in-Chief may take will be entirely sat
isfactory to General Griffin and myself.
Upon the recommendation of General Bookwalter, and with his assistance, I pro
cured two thousand copies of the Blue-Book at a cost of $320. There is now on
hand a large supply of these books, which are not likely to be of much value when
the Constitution is revised.
Recommendation
No. 5. I recommend that no revision of the "Blue-Book" be
made until after the adoption of the final report of the Committee upon Constitu
tion, Rules and Regulations; and that when this is done, a committee of three be ap
pointed to revise the same in accordance with the revision of the Constitution and
the action of the Commandery-in-Chief.
March 12, 1891, in an appeal from Camp No. 14!), Division of Indiana, I made
the following official decision:
"Col. John Newton, Commanding Indiana Division S. V., U. S. A., Winchester, Ind.I have your favor of January 26th, which came during my absence, together with
the appeal of certain members of John C. Fremont Camp No. 149, of your Division,
from your decision holding valid a certain election held in said Camp for the office
of Captain therein, to fill vacancy, which election was held April 8th, 1890; and sub
sequently, to wit. November 25th, 1890. the matter again came up in the Camp, the
claim being made that inasmuch as the Quartermaster Sergeant of the Camp was
not present at the time of the election, that the Camp Council was not in session;
that no list of the members who were eligible to vote had been made, as required by
the Constitution, that the election was illegal, and in support of this claim. Deci
sion No. 28, dated March 5th, 1890, of Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin is cited.
"I have carefully examined the record in this case, and am compelled to sustain
your decision holding the election valid.
"The decision of Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin received the sanction of the
Commandery-in-Chief at St. Joseph, and the 'Blue-Book' containing this decision
was adopted and is a part of the law of our Order.
"Personally, I do not think the decision is well taken. With all due deference to
General Griffin, I think he went further than the provisions of the Constitution will
The election must stand for this reason: It is not shown that any person
justify.
voted at this election who was not entitled to vote.
From all that appears, the elec
tion was fairly conducted. The record discloses notice to members of the Camp,
that the Captain elected at that time was duly installed, and that his title to the
office was not questioned for several months thereafter.
The object of the provi
sion of the Constitution is to provide for the election of officers, and then to pro
vide the method of election. I do not believe that the framers of our Constitution
ever intended that officers should be nominated one stated meeting before the elec
tion, and that the same officers must be renominated the night of the election. The
word 'shall,' as used in this provision of the Constitution, must be construed as it
is in the statutes of the several States in this country, and whether it is mandatory
or directory must be determined from the context. I am of the opinion that the
framers of the Constitution intended that nominations might be made at least one
meeting before the election, and that other nominations might be made on the night
of the election. I do not believe that where an election is fairly held by those hav
ing a right to vote, a failure to make nominations, and a failure to have the list of
eligible voters, and a failure of the Camp Council to be in session, would invalidate
such an election.
I am also clearly of the opinion that if these defects could be
taken advantage of at all, it could only be done by an objection to such an election.
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and an appeal therefrom at the time it took place -at least such objection must be
made prior to installation.
Your decision is, therefore, sustained, and you will no
tify the Camp accordingly, giving the appellants the right to appeal from my deci
sion to the Commandery-in-Chief.
If such an appeal is taken, it must be returned
through your headquarters to these headquarters, and it will be presented to the
Commandery-in-Chief at its next session."
This decision is appealed from by Camp No. 149, Division of Indiana. In lay
ing before you this record and appeal, I desire to say that while I differ with Gen
eral Griffin in his construction of the law, I should not have promulgated the views
expressed in my decision were it not for the fact, as stated therein, that after the
election the officers were installed; entered upon the discharge of the duties of their
offices; were recognized as the officers of the Camp for several months without ob
jection on the part of anyone. I think they were officers de jure as well as de facto.
Any other decision would result in confusion not only in this Camp, but in hundreds
of others throughout the country.

I

THE M'OBII/LIS

CASE.

Soon after my election, received a petition from Frank McCrillis, late member
of Custer Camp No. 6, Chicago, 111., and a Past Colonel of that Division, for rein
statement. I made'careful examination into the questions involved, and May 4,
1891. General Orders No. 4, of that date, contained the following paragraph:
"IX. During the administration of General G. B. Abbott a question arose as to
the eligibility of Colonel Frank McCrillis, of the Division of Illinois, and it was de
cided that Colonel McCrillis was not eligible to membership. He was u member of
Camp No. 6, of Chicago. The matter was referred to the Judge-Advocate General,
whose report is found on pages 111 and 112 of the Proceedings of the Eighth Annual
Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, held at Peterson, New Jersey. The question
of Colonel McCrillis's eligibility was passed upon by General Griffin in his General
Order No. 3, of date December 1, 1889, pages 51 and 52, Journal of Proceedings of
the Ninth Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, St. Joseph, Missouri, and
decided adversely to Colonel McCrillis. The Commander-in-Chief has received a
petition of Colonel McCrillis for reinstatement in -the Order.
"The decisions of Judge-Advocate General Appelget and Commander-in-Chief
Griffin are based upon the fact that Colonel McCrillis's father was not mustered into
the service of the United States, and that his discharge is signed by the Adjutant
General of the State of Ohio. The petition for reinstatement is accompanied by the
original discharge of Colonel McCrillis's father, and proof that the troops with which
lie served were under command of United States officers.
The discharge is signed
by the Adjutant General of the State of Ohio and Major Malcom McDowell, of the
United States Army, then serving upon the staff of General Lew Wallace. As a gen
eral rule, troops mustered into the service of the State only are not eligible to mem
bership in the Grand Army of the Republic; but there is one exception to this rule,
and that is, if such troops served in the Union army under command of officers of
the United States army, they are eligible to membership in the Grand Army of the
Article V, chapter 1, of the Constitution, provides that "sons, not less
Republic.
than eighteen years of age, of deceased or honorably discharged soldiers, sailors, or
marines, who served in the Union army or navy during the civil war of 18(31-1865,
shall be eligible to membership."
The proof presented in support of the petition
for reinstatement shows that Colonel McCrillis's father 'served in the Union army
during the civil war,' and that the command in which he served was turned over by
the Governor of Ohio to the Government of the United States, and were commanded
by general officers of the Union army. There were many regiments of State troops
never mustered into the service of the United States, who 'served in the Union
army' at the battle of Gettysburg and other battles in the East, and during the raid
of the rebel army under command of General Price through Missouri and the border
of Kansas; many of these were killed, many more were wounded, and many others
lost their health in that service.
All such troops are eligible to membership in, and
I am of the opin
many of them are members of, the Grand Army of the Republic.
ion that such service comes within the provisions of the eligibility clause above re
ferred to. I believe that those State troops who fought at Gettysburg, at the Battle
of the Blue in Missouri, at Mine Creek in Kansas, and many other engagements,
under the command of United States officers, 'served in the Union army.' I am of
the opinion that Colonel McCrillis was and is eligible to membership in our Order.
He is therefore reinstated to membership in Custer Camp No. 6, and to all the past
honors which he held at the time he was droppod from the rolls."
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While I differed with Generals Griffin and Appelget in their construction of the
law,
should not hare reinstated McCrillis if
hud before me only the facts pre
sented to them, because their opinions had been approved by the Commandery-inChief. When the petition was presented to me. it was accompanied by the original
discharge of McCrillis's father, and the brief tiled in support of his petition, and the
other documents presented, cited official records in sitpport of his claim of eligibility.
examined these records carefully, and
find that they contain all that is claimed
for them.
also wrote the Secretary of War for information in regard to the mili
tary rank and status of Malcom McDowell, "Major and A.-de-C.v I was informed
by the Secretary that Major McDowell was an officer of the United States army, and
that he served in various capacities during the War of the Rebellion — a portion of
the time on the staff of General Lew Wallace, as stated in said General Order. Sub
sequently, being advised that these troops were paid by the Government of the
United States for their services, I wrote the Secretary of War again, and under date
of May 19, 1891, the Adjutant of the United States army informed me that Major
McDowell, whose name appears upon the discharge of McCrillis's father, was a pay
master in the United States army with the rank of Major. This correspondence is
transmitted with the record in this case. The questions passed upon are purely of
a legal character, and were so decided by me.
Whatever of sympathy I may have
had, or still entertain, for McCrillis, is a matter outside of the record. The appeals
of his counsel in that respect I fully appreciated, but none of these things had any
bearing upon my decision in this case, and I leave them to those who may here rep
resent McCrillis if this decision shall be contested.

I

I

I

I

I

COURTH-MAETIAL.

All courts-martial

proceedings received by me have been referred to the JudgeAdvocate General for his opinion, and that officer was instructed to keep a record of
each case, his opinion thereon, and he was furnished with a copy of my official de
cision, to be made a part of the record, and his report will no doubt treat fully this
subject.
It is an unfortunate fact that in nearly all courts-martial proceedings the ac
No organiza
cused is charged with embezzlement of funds belonging to the Order.
tion can long exist which looks with immunity upon offenses of this character.
Soon after I assumed command, complaints were made against Colonel Addington, commanding the New York Division, to the effect that he had wrongfully
charged his Division with money which he had not expended for the Division, and
that persons holding claims against the Division were unable to obtain their pay.
These charges were of a very serious nature, and in the latter part of November,
1890, I went to New York intending to make, or cause to be made, an inspection of
the headquarters of that Division.
On the 2d day of December, 1890, I was
taken seriously ill with pneumonia and confined to my room for about two weeks.
I may say here, that I am indebted to Major R. W. Wilcox, Surgeon of the
New York Division, and to the officers and members of Lafayette Camp No. 140,
for very kind treatment and nursing during my illness. Being prevented by illness
from going in person to the New York headquarters, I caused the Judge-Advocate
General, then acting as Assistant Adjutant General, to wire Colonel Perkins, of
New Jersey, to go to New York.
Colonel Perkins promptly obeyed the mes
sage, and I detailed him to inspect the headquarters of the New York Division.
The order of inspection was in regular form, attested by General Weeks, Acting As
sistant Adjutant General. The report of Colonel Perkins, to the effect that Colonel
Addington refused to allow an inspection of the headquarters of his Division, is sub
mitted herewith. Colonel Addington, in his Division Order No. 11, previously issued,
had caused to be published and circulated certain matter reflecting upon the action
of the Commander-in-Chief, which was believed by members high in the Order to be
of such scandalous character as to deserve notice on the part of the Commander-inChief and the Order, and on the 29th day of December, 1890, charges and specifi
cations were preferred against Colonel Addington, charging him with making false
charges against his Division in the books thereof, and with conduct unbecoming
an officer and a member in his relation to the Order, and violation of his obligation
in issuing said Division Order No. 11, and also charging him with disobedience
of Special Order No. 3, authorizing an inspection of the headquarters of the
New York Division.
Colonel Addington was suspended from the command of his
Division. Lieutenant Colonel Wyker placed in command thereof, and a court-mar
tial consisting of Colonels T. A. Barton of Rhode Island, H. W. Wessells of Conecticut, H. O. Bixby of Vermont, W. A. Stevens of Massachusetts, Past Colonels Andrew
Derrom, jr., of New Jersey, G. Brainard Smith of Connecticut, and W. B. McNulty

BEPOST OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

19

of Pennsylvania, with Past Colonel Job E. Hedges of New York, as Judge Advocate,
was detailed to try the accused upon the charges and specifications filed against him.
This court met in the city of New York, as is shown by its report, on the 17th day
of February, 1891, at which time it appeared from the report of N. L. Harrison, a
member of the Council-in-Chief, who had theretofore been detailed to inspect New
York headquarters, that certain false entries had been made in the books of the New
York Division other than those specified in the original charges and specifications,
and that Colonel Addington was short in his accounts in the sum of $477; and
among other things, that Colonel Addington had charged the Commandery-in-Chief
with the sum of $50.15 as having been sent to the Commandery-in-Chief headquar
ters, which had never been received at Commandery-in-Chief headquarters. This
money was said to have been transmitted to Commandery-in-Chief headquarters in
the form of a money-order, and the Division was charged with the sum of 30 cents
for such money-order. The records in the post office at Albany, where Division head
quarters were located, and at Topeka, Kansas, failed to show the issuance of any
such order, or any other order which had not been credited upon the books of the
Quartermaster General. Being advised of these faots, Brother Harrison preferred
This was done
supplemental charges and specifications against Colonel Addington.
by my consent and advice, as I was upon the ground at that time, and I issued an
order directing the court which had already been detailed to proceed to try the ac
cused upon the original and supplemental charges, which the court did, adjourning
from time to time, and made its report, together with its proceedings, the testi
mony, findings, and sentence.
The accused was found guilty of the original charges against him, and of the
tenth and eleventh specifications, they being the specifications wherein it was
charged that the accused had violated his duty and obligation in the issuance of
said Division Order No. 11, and in disobeying said Special Order No. 3, authorizing
the inspection of his headquarters.
He was found not guilty of making false
charges as to the charter fees charged to his Division as having been paid to the
He was found guilty of making a false charge in favor of
Commandery-in-Chief.
his Division against the Commandery-in-Chief of said sum of $50.15, and said sum
of 30 cents as having been paid for a money-order. Upon the original charges he
was sentenced to be degraded from office, with the recommendation that he be al
lowed to retain his past rank. Upon the supplemental charges he was sentenced
to be degraded from office.
1 read all the proceedings, testimony, findings, and sentence, and believing that
the testimony warranted at least the punishment inflicted, I approved the proceed
ings, findings, and sentence of the court. A mistake occurred in the publication of
the order relating to this matter, in which it was said that the accused was found
guilty of making false charges in the books of the Division for charter fees said to
have been paid to the Commandery-in-Chief.
My attention was not called to this
matter until it appeared in print in one article signed by the accused, and another
article signed by one of his counsel. It was then too late to correct the error, and
as the accused and his counsel seemed desirous of trying the case in the newspapers,
which desire seemed to be fully met on the part of some of those who favored the
prosecution to try their side of the case in the same tribunal, and no complaint hav
ing been made to me by the accused or his counsel; and as the accused was found
guilty of making false charges in his books for a greater sum than that mentioned
in the original proceedings, I have waited until the making of this report to say
anything in regard thereto. All of the proceedings in this case, including the appeal
of the accused, are herewith presented to the Commandery-in-Chief, to be disposed
of as your best judgment may dictate.
Having been charged with a desire to persecute the accused, I have only to say
that I have endeavored to uphold the character, standing and dignity of the Order.
If I have made a mistake, and it shall be so decided by this body, nobody will be
more ready than I shall be to acknowledge my error. I had no desire, and have no
desire, to persecute the accused, or any other brother. Some things in these charges
might be construed as of a personal character, such as the reflections attempted to
to be made by the accused upon the Commander-in-Chief.
Had this been a personal
matter, this portion of the case would never have been heard of here; but I then
believed, and now believe, that no officer ought to be permitted to issue orders of
this character reflecting upon him who occupies for the time being the position of
Commander-in-Chief, and it was to maintain the dignity of the honorable and ex
alted position which I hold by virtue of the suffrages of my brothers that this por
tion of these charges were prosecuted against the accused. The record and testimony
speak for themselves, and upon them you must determine the appeal of the accused.
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This case has been very expensive to the Commandery-in-Chief, but believing
that the circumstances of tue case deserved the fullest investigation, to the end that
justice might be done, not only to the accused, but to the Order at large, I acted
upon the theory that the vindication of the4good name of the Order if the accused
was wrong, and the good name of the accused if his accusers were wrong, justified
all legitimate expenses.
Being called upon to pass upon the question officially, I decided that conviction
by court-martial operates as a forfeiture of "all honors and privileges of past rank"
under the provisions of section 3, article VI, chapter V, page 50. of the Constitution,
Rules, and Regulations.
All bills in courts-martial cases have been paid except those of the reporters, and
there is such a great discrepancy in these charges that the Quartermaster General
has not paid the same, preferring not to act until instructed by the Council-inChief.
In pursuance of the last meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, the Judge-Advooate General prepared new forms of blanks for use in courts-martial proceedings,
which were printed by the Quartermaster General and kept in stock by that officer.
Many Colonels of Divisions continue to disregard, perhaps unknowingly, the rec
ommendation of General Griffin, which was approved by the Commaudery-in-Chief,
that in all court-martial proceedings a duplicate record must be made, one for use
at Division headquarters, and the other at Commandery-in-Chief
headquarters.
THE PAYNK COUBT-MABTIAL.

In pursuance of

the instructions given by the last meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief. a court-martial was detailed to try Past Commander-in-Chief Payne upon
the charges and specifications preferred against him by General Abbott, during the
term of the latter as Commander-in-Chief.
This court was composed of the follow
ing brothers: Past Commander-in-Chief Charles F. Griffin. Col. Harry S. Fuller of
Wisconsin. Col. G. B. Stadden of Illinois, Col. John W. Newton of Indiana, Col. P.
D. Eddy of Michigan. Past Col. Geo. C. Harvey of Indiana, and Past Col. H. D.
Baguley of West Virginia, with General D. W. Wood, Chief-of-Staff, as Judge Advo
cate, and met at Indianapolis, Indiana, on the 10th day of April, 1891, where the
t rial was held.
General Payne protested against the membership of this court on the ground
that they were not his peers, but I held and hold that a Past Commander-in-Chief is
by virtue of his office only a member of the Commandery-in-Chief during the time
that he continues in good standing in his Camp, and that a court composed of the
members of the Commandery-in-Chief were the peers of General Payne.
Having
faith in the court I detailed, and knowing them to be members of the Commanderyin-Chief. I thought and still think, that so far as the court was concerned. General
The trial resulted in a verdict of guilty, and sen
Payne had no cause of complaint.
tence of dishonorable discharge from the Order. I examined the record and ap
proved the proceedings, findings, and sentence of the court. General Payne notified
me of his appeal and demanded a copy of the record. The Commandery-in-Chief
had no funds to pay for making so large a record as this, and as the law provides
that the original record of the court, including the testimony, shall be transmitted
to the Commandery-in-Chief with the appeal, I so notified General Payne, and said
to him that if he still desired a copy of the testimony and record he could have it
upon paying what it cost the Commandery-in-Chief to make it. I now lay before
the Commandery-in-Chief the entire record in this case for such action as you may
desire to take in the premises.
In this case, as in the case of Brother Addington,
my views have been expressed and promulgated, and there is nothing further left
for me to do except to recommend such action as will facilitate the business of the

Commandery-in-Chief.

Recommendation
No. 6. I therefore recommend that the court-martial proceed
ings against Past Commander-in-Chief Payne and Brother Addington be referred to
a special committee of not more than five members, to examine the records and tes
timony, and report their conclusions to the Commandery-in-Chief; and that upon
the receipt of their report, the accused be allowed either in person or by counsel
such time as the Commandery-in-Chief may desire to give them to be heard upon
their appeal, and that the Judge-Advocate General and the Judge Advocates of the
courts be allowed the same time to present their views of the cases. This course
will enable the Commandery-in-Chief to dispose of the questions fairly without tak
ing up too much time.
[ I desire now to say that, since I arrived here, General Payne has been furnished
with the original charges, specifications, evidence and findings of the Court, to en
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given him all

THE BOWLEY JUDOMENT.

I have been favored with an heirloom, which he styled
my predecessor,
"one of the legacies of the Commandery-in-Chief," the same being a judgment in
favor of Brother H. T. Rowley, of Pittsburgh, in the Court of Common Pleas of Alle
gheny county, Pennsylvania, rendered at the January term, 1888, for the sum of
$578.05, and costs of suit taxed at $39.50.
Soon after the election of Colonel Rebele, who resides within the jurisdiction of
the Common Pleas Court of Allegheny county, he informed me that the attorneys of
Brother Rowley had sent out notices to Camps in his jurisdiction, notifying them
that they must send their per capita tax to the aforesaid attorneys in satisfaction
of the judgment, and Colonel Rebele requested me to interfere in his behalf.
wrote him to the effect that the judgment was not binding against the Commanderyin-Chief. and that Brother Rowley had no valid claim against the Commandery-inChief, but that we were not disposed to stand upon forms of law or statutes of
limitation: and that if the attorneys would wait until the meeting of the Command
would recommend such action as would result in an equitable adjust
ery-in-Chief,
ment of the whole matter, and authorized Colonel Rebele to pledge my word officially
and personally to that effect, but
was soon advised that the honor of this Order,
pledged by its Commander-in-Chief, muoh less the personal word of the incumbent
of that office, did not satisfy judgments in the Division of Pennsylvania, so I
concluded to simply refer the matter to the Commandery-in-Chief with the recom
mendation that some brother possessing the requisite qualifications as a lawyer be
appointed to investigate this whole question, and if possible have it settled up. thus
relieving our Pennsylvania brothers from further annoyance in regard to the same.
know of no better person to be selected for this business than Past Commanderin-Chief Griffin, who has investigated the subject. Recommendalion No. 7.
therefore recommend the appointment of Past Com
mander-in-Chief Griffin to make further examination into the status of the Rowley
judgment, and to report to the Commander-in-Chief his views and recommendations
in regard to the same, and that the Council-in-Chief be authorized to make such set
tlement as may be deemed advisable.
Like

I

I

I

I

I

QBAND DIVISION

I

EECOBDH.

received from General J. B. Maccabe the records
of the Second Grand Division, and they are now on file at headquarters.
In pursuance of the action of the Commandery-in-Chief, I appointed General J.
3. Speaker, Brother T. J. Anderson and Lieutenant Colonel C. H. HigginR to look
This com
after and procure, if possible, the records of the Third Grand Division.
mittee visited Chicago and attempted to procure the records but failed to find them.

In

the month of Febrnary last,

Their report is herewith presented.

I am fully convinced that whoever has possession of those records intends to
No one regrets more
keep them, and that they are lost to the Commandery-in-Chief.
than I do the absence of these records, as they contain history relating to the or
ganization of 204 camps in the territory formerly comprising the Third Grand Di
vision, as well as the Divisions of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakota. A few unimportant records are in
the possession of the Commandery-in-Chief.
I am fully convinced that it is useless
for the Commandery-in-Chief to be at any further expense in attempting to procure
the lost records.
PABT

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

ABNOI.D.

As soon as I thought the finances of the Commandery-in-Chief would justify the
expenditure, I notified the Colonel of the Pennsylvania Division that the Quarter
master General was prepared to draw a voucher for the sum of $ 2(X), appropriated
by the Commandery-in-Chief at its last meeting, to aid in the erection of a suitable
monument to the memory of our deceased brother, Past Commander-in-Chief Arnold,
and requested the Division officers of Pennsylvania to act in conjunction with me
in the matter. I was subsequently advised by the Adjutant of Pennsylvania Divi
sion, that the officers of that Division had requested Camps to subscribe to the fund
for that purpose, and that he would advise me further in the matter, since which time
I have not heard from him.
Recommendalion
No. 8. I therefore recommend, that the sum appropriated by the
last meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief. *200, (the same not having been ex

♦

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

22

for the purpose of assisting in the erection of a
monument to Past Commander-in-Chief Arnold.
pended, ) be again appropriated
CONSTITUTION,

KIILE8

AND

REGULATIONS,

KITUAL,

AND

MILITAKY BANK.

In accordance with

the instructions of the last meeting, and of the Comrnanderyin-Chief, the committees appointed by General Griffin have been engaged in the
performance of their labors, and at the request of the Committee on Constitution,
Rules and Regulations, I met with that committee in Buffalo in February last for
the purpose of assisting the committee in its work.
Believing that the finances of
the Order would not justify more than one meeting of these committees, in General
Order No. (>. current series, I ordered the committees to convene in the city of Min
neapolis on the 19th day of the present month for the purpose of completing their
labors, and consulting with reference to the work of the several committees, in order
that their reports might harmonize. These committees met as instructed, and will
present to the Commandery-in-Chief their reports. The time has come when all that
the organization of the Sons of Veterans, TJ. S. A., needs to make it a success in all
things is wise laws, suitable ritualistic ceremony, and provision made for a military
rank. All these things will be discussed in the reports of the committees, and
have no doubt will be continued to be discussed by this Encampment long after the
reports are submitted. These committees have labored long and diligently to reach
the conclusions which they present, and while some of them will, no doubt, need
amending, yet in a general way the reports meet my approval.

I

CONSOLIDATION.

In pursuance of

the instructions of the last meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief,
I appointed the following committee to act in conjunction with a similar committee
to be appointed by the Commander-in-Chief of the Post system: General George W.
Pollitt, Patterson, New Jersey; Colonel George H. Perkins, Atlantic City. New Jersey;
Past Colonel Edward W. Hatch, Buffalo, New York; Captain John V. Clarkson, New
York city, and Peter A. Porter, Niagara Falls; the report of said committee is trans
mitted herewith. The substance of it was published in General Orders No. 5, para

graph III.
Owing to the short time allotted the committee to perform its work under the res
olution adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief, and the indefinite terms of the resolu
tion, I instructed the chief mustering officer, either in person, or by some one
designated by him for that purpose, to receive the applications of the Posts, and,
when in proper form, to muster them as Camps, without waiting to transmit the ap
The
plication to Division and Commandery-in-Chief headquarters for approval.
Colonel of the New York Division objected to this, and insisted that it was his duty
to approve the application before Camps were mustered.
I recognized this as being
the law in ordinary cases, but I believed and still believe, so far as the Posts
which came to us under the resolution were concerned, there was no discretion
on the part of Colonels of Divisions and the Commander-in-Chief in regard to ap
The Commandery-in-Chief had instructed its officers to receive them into
plications.
the body under the provisions of the resolution.
As before stated, this resolution is
indefinite, but I construed it to mean that it was our duty to see that those who came
were eligible to membership, were in good standing in their Posts, that the military
histories of their fathers were given to enable us to make a record thereof, and when
this was done it was our duty to muster them, and as the usual course of proceeding
required much time, believing that the chief mustering officer was the proper per
son to look after the muster, he was so instructed.
Any other course would have
prevented the committee from performing its duties. The Colonel of the New York
Division refused to approve applications sent him by the chief mustering officer,
but when the same were received by me they were approved, and the Adjutant
General was instructed to issue the charters. When Lieut. Col. Wyker assumed
command, all applications were forwarded to his headquarters. In the Divisions of
New York and Pennsylvania there was no difficulty whatever in carrying out t he work
of the committee, the Colonel of the Pennsylvania Division giving the committee
all the assistance in his power, as did Colonel Perkins, of the committee, then com
manding the Division of New Jersey.
The work of these committees has resulted as favorably as any brother could
wish, and we now have but one organization of the Sons of Veterans in the United
States.
A large number of past officers came with their Camps, and havo been and
are exercising the privileges of past rank.
Many of them are with us here to-day,
and by their presence we are again reminded that the Order has not only gained
There is one who occupied high rank
strength numerically, but in point of ability.
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in the Post system who is now a brother of the Camp system, who has no rank, past
or present. When I met him in New York he said to me: ''My Post will go over to
yon according to the terms agreed upon by our committee; I cannot go; when I
was installed I took an obligation to perform my duty and turn over the order and
its property to my successor, and as long as I have a command my obligation is
I was informed by the chief mustering officer that this officer
binding upon me."
was mustered into Phil. Sheridan Camp No. 115, of Brooklyn, N. Y., May 9, 1891. I
He did not de
refer to Commander-in-Chief Geo. T. Brown, of the Post system.
They came honor
sert his command; his army has been mustered into our ranks.
ably, and we were glad to receive them; and it is now but justice to Commander
Brown that he be given that rank which he would have received if he could have
come to us with his Post.
Recovimenilution
No. 9. I therefore recommend that the rank of Past Commanderin-Chief be conferred upon Brother Geo. T. Brown, of Phil. Sheridan Camp No. 115,
of Brooklyn, N. Y., and that his name be placed upon the roll of membership of this
meeting.
In this connection I call your attention to the fact that Edwin Earp, jr., formerly
Commander-in-Chief of the branch of Sons of Veterans commonly known as the
" Earp Faction," has never been accorded the rank which it was agreed he should re
ceive when the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., absorbed his command. This brother is
a member in good standing of Henry Merritt Camp No. 8, of the Division of Massa
chusetts; he is a private in the ranks, but working at all times for the best interests
of the Order, and he is entitled to the honors of a Past Commander-in-Chief.
No. 10. I therefore recommend that Brother Earp, of Henry
Recommendation
Merritt Camp No. 8, Division of Massachusetts, be accorded the rank and honors of
Past Commander-in-Chief.
FATHEB8'

BECOBDS.

The War and Navy departments of the United States, under the acts of Congress,
furnish certificates of service of soldiers, sailors and marines, for use in this Order,
In order to obtain such
when the application is made by the Commander-in-Chief.
certificates the full name of the person whose history of service is requested must
be given, together with the ship, or company and regiment, in which he served.
Camp officers should forward these requests to Division headquarters, to be trans
mitted to the Commander-in-Chief, as requests of this character will not be honored
by the Secretary of War. or the Secretary of the Navy, except upon the recommen
dation of the Commander-in-Chief.
No. 11. I recommend that a suitable blank be prepared which
Recommendation
shall be filled out by Camp officers, with an indorsement for the approval of Colo
nels of Divisions and the Commander-in-Chief respectively, and that hereafter each
Camp packet contain one dozen of said blanks, the cost thereof to be added to the
price of Camp packets, and that the Quartermaster General be required to keep a
supply of the same on hand in his department, to be sold upon requisition with
other supplies.
BEVENUEH AND

FINANCES.

The increased membership of the Order, thereby increasing its necessities and
increasing the duties of officers, makes it necessary to devise some plan to increase
The per capita tax is all that ought to
the revenue of the Commandery-in-Chief.
be required from Camps and Divisions at any time, and the same is equally true as
U) charter fees, but the price of supplies may well be increased. At present prices
Un
loses money upon the supplies furnished Divisions.
the Commandery-in-Chief
der the present system, the Quartermaster General prepays carriage upon sup
plies to Division headquarters, and at least twenty per cent, should be added to the
list prices of supplies. This can be done without Camps, which are the consumers,
feeling the expense, and will enable the Quartermaster General to prepay charges
upon the supplies, and will increase the funds of the Commandery-in-Chief no more
than is absolutely necessary for the good of the Order. I am a firm believer in the
rule adopted by the Eighth Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, at Patter
son. N. J., which declared against a second term in the office of Commander-in-Chief,
and as I shall never occupy this position again, I have no delicacy in saying that
in the near future should receive a salary for his services,
the Commander-in-Chief
because, if he gives to the office the attention which it deserves, it will require his
whole time, and one cannot, unless he is well supplied with the goods of this world,
afford to take the office, and the consequence is that only our more fortunate brothers
The Order should not only pay for the
are likely to be aspirants for the position.
service it receives at the hands of its officers, but no office should be beyond the
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So long as any
reach of nuy brother in the Order, simply because he may be poor.
office which requires the time of the incumbent to the exclusion of all other business
is without proper compensation, just so long brothers who may be poor in purse,
but rich in all essential qualifications for the office, cannot aspire thereto. But
whether this or any other office is salaried or not. the incidental expenses of the or
ganization require an increase of revenue, and I know of no better way to obtain it
than upon supplies. Again, an organization can be too cheap as well as too costly,
and as a general rule cheapness in fraternal societies does not pay.
BADGES AND

DECOBATIONS.

The last meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief made a contract with Major Davis
to furnish supplies at specified prices. No arrangement was made for the cost of
carriage upon these supplies, and soon after assuming command I promulgated a
general order containing a price-list of supplies as agreed upon with Major Davis.
I soon found, from the practical.workings of the Quartermaster General's office, that
the Commandery-in-Chief, as well as myself, had made a mistake, because, in pur
suing the custom in vogue. Major Davis shipped the supplies of his department to
the Quartermaster General, requiring that officer to pay the express charges thereon,
and the Quartermaster General was compelled to prepay charges on these supplies
from his office to Division headquarters, so that the Commandery-in Chief would
really lose the money paid for express charges from Major Davis's headquarters to
Commandery-in-Chief headquarters, and thence to Division headquarters. To cor
rect this I submitted to the Counoil-in-Chief
the question as to whether or not the
Quartermaster General should add to the schedule of prices agreed upon with Major
Davis, ten per cent.
The vote upon this proposition was fourteen for and two
against, and the Quartermaster General thereafter received ten per cent, upon the
The contract between Major Davis and the
schedule of prices as first published.
Commandery -in-Chief, at St. Joseph, was not a contract between Major Davis and
the several Divisions and Camps.
By t he terms of it Brother Davis agreed to furnish
to the Commandery-in-Chief this class of supplies at the prices specified, and this
body has power to regulate the price at which they shall be sold to Divisions, and
by Divisions to Camps. Under the present regulation a membership badge is sold
to the Division for thirty-three cents, and in most Divisions is sold to Camps for the
same money, the latter paying charges thereon. Divisions and Camps suffer more
on account of a lack of funds to transact their business than from any other cause,
and I believe that they should be provided with some means to increase their reve
nues respectively.
Recommendation
No. 12. I therefore recommend that the Quartermaster General
be authorized to charge for supplies furnished by the Badge and Decorative Depart
ment, ten per cent, upon the prices agreed upon between the Commandery-inChief and Major Davis, and that Division Quartermasters be authorized to charge
for such supplies fifteen per cent, upon the price paid the Quartermaster General
therefor.
OFFICEHH'

KKl'OBTS.

The reports of the various officers of the staff will receive your attention, and it
is only necessary for me to say that I have considered the recommendations made
by members of my staff in their several reports, and they meet my hearty approval.
INSPECTION.

The Lieutenant General, Major General, and Inspector General, on the 12th day
I am not ad
of May last, visited headquarters at Topeka and inspected the same.
vised of the result of their inspection, but the same will be made known to you by
their report.
The annual inspection of the headquarters of the Commandery-in-Chief as was
done this year can, in my judgment, be made by the Inspector General alone, and
thus save considerable expense to the Commandery-in-Chief.
Recommendation No. 13. I therefore recommend that Commandery-in-Chief head
quarters be inspected by the Inspector General during the second quarter of each
year, and that as soon as the inspection is completed the Inspector General report
to the Lieutenant General and Major General and elective members of the Councilin-Chief, and to the Commandery-in-Chief at its next meeting thereafter, the result
of such inspection.
Inspector General Hall, with his usual ability and painstaking care, has endeav
ored to have the business of this department properly transacted, and if in any
The
respect this has not been done, it is not the fault of the Inspector General.
Quartermaster General caused to be printed and distributed among the several

REPORT OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

25

Divisions a new form of inspection blanks, prepared by Inspector General Hall,
which in my judgment are far superior to those heretofore in use. By some mis
take some of the old forms of inspection blanks were distributed in some of the
Divisions, and for that reason no proper inspection was had in certain Divisions,
which will be reported to you by the Inspector General. In behalf of the Quarter
master General, I desire to say that that officer did not send out any blanks except
those authorized by the Inspector General, and I can only account for the mistake
which occurred upon the supposition that Division Quartermasters had on hand
some of the old form of blanks, which were furnished to Assistant Inspectors by
mistake.
When Lieutenant Colonel Wyker assumed command of the New York Division,
January 12. 1891, he requested me to send some competent brother to assist him in
Many Camps complained
straightening out the books and affairs of the Division.
that they had paid for supplies which they could not get ; it had been currently re
ported that considerable money had been paid tb the Quartermaster General by the
Division officers for supplies which had not been furnished, and the affairs of the
Division were in very bad condition. The good name of the Order, as I thought,
demanded prompt action.
I therefore ordered Brother Harrison, of the Council-inChief, to make an inspection, which he did, and his report is herewith submitted.
The Division had no money; it owed Camps a large amount of supplies, and I in
structed Lieutenant Colonel Wyker to furnish his Camps supplies and take care of
his Division before paying the indebtedness of the Division to the Commandery-inChief. The result is shown by the reports from that Division, which is now one of
the most prosperous in the Order, and all its reports have been made and all its in
debtedness to the Commandery-in-Chief has been paid.
PBOCEEDINOS.

There is on hand in the office of the Quartermaster General a large supply of the
proceedings of all the meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief, except the fourth and
sixth.
Last year there were printed by the order of the Commandery-in-Chief
six thousand copies of the proceedings, but more than one-half of them are now on
Three thousand copies will be sufficient this year.
hand.
Recommendation
No. 14. I recommend that three thousand copies of the proceed
ings of this meeting be published, and that they be distributed to the several Di
visions, together with those on hand, and that Divisions supply all Camps which
have not yet received copies of proceedings of previous meetings.
NEW DIVISION.

On the 25th day of July I organized the Division of Oklahoma, comprising the
Indian and Oklahoma Territories, and appointed and commissioned the officers
named in General Order No. G, of that date.
This Divisitfn is now in a flourishing
condition.
OFFICIAL,

VISITS.

During my term of office I visited the Division meetings of New York, Wiscon
sin, Illinois, Michigan, and Kansas.
I had made my arrangements to visit the en

campments of the New England Divisions and of New Jersey, but as most of the
encampments of those Divisions were held during the pendency of a court-martial
of which Colonels and Past Colonels of nearly all of those Divisions were members,
and as it had been charged that the Commander-in-Chief had acted improperly in
connection with that court-martial in attempting to influence t he court and its pro
ceedings. I thought it best not to embarrass the members of the court nor myself by
making those visits. I do not know that I could have accomplished much good for
the Order had I visited our brethren in the East, but I certainly deprived myself of
much anticipated pleasure, and believe I could have done some good. I found the
Divisions which I did visit in first-class condition, and my experience leads me to
believe that the Commander-in-Chief should, as far as possible, visit t he Divisions,
as the presence of this officer is of great benefit in more ways t han one.
OEOWTH OF THE OEDER.

The report of the Adjutant General is deserving of careful consideration.
Juno
'St). 1886, there were 27,042 members in good standing; August 10, 1888, there were
38,977 members in good standing.
There were mustered into the Order from Au
gust 10, 1888, to August 10, 1889, lK.5fi7 members, and yet, August 10, 1889. there
were only 47,577 members in good standing, making a loss of 7.9<>7 members from
June 80,
August 10, 1888, until August 10, 1889, and a net gain of 8.B00 members.
into the Order during General Griffin's ndministra
1890, there had been mustered
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tion, and from July 1 to August 10, 1889, inclusive, 27,108 members, and liis Adju
tant General reported 51,928 members in good standing at that date, a loss of 22,762
members, and a net gain of only 4.340.
It may be thought, at first glance, that, these
figures and deductions are intended to reflect upon previous administrations, but
the showing of my own administration will at once dispel all such ideas.
As has
been said, there were in good standing June 30, 1890. 51.923 members.
From June
30, 1890, until March 31, 1891, covering two months of General Griffin's administra
tion and seven mont hs of my own, there were mustered into the Order 18,403 members,
and yet. March 31, last, there were only 55,(102 members in good standing: a loss of
15,(197 members, and a net gain of only 2,700 members.
There are upon the rolls of
t he Sons of Veterans. U. S. A., to-day, as near as can be estimated, over 200,000 names
with only 55,002 members in good standing March 31. last. There have been placed
upon the rolls of Commandery-in-Chief headquarters 3,724 Camps since 1885. and yet.
March 31, last, there were only 2.119 Camps in good standing. These figures speak
True, in the early days of the Order, members were taken in at the age of
volumes.
fourteen years.
Many of them did not understand the principles and objects of the
organization; they soon lost interest in its work, and a great portion of the loss can
be accounted for in this way.
But what shall we say for ourselves for the last six
I confess my inability to answer this question even to my own satisfaction:
years?
but I believe it is due to bad laws, poor ritualistic ceremony, a lack of uniformity in
uniforms, and in many instances too much uniform: in some instances a failure to
enforce the law and to punish violations thereof. In some instances loss of interest
is due to "too much dress-parade and too little fatigue duty," and in some cases no
fatigue duty and very little dress-parade. I do not hesitate to take my share in the
responsibility, and have only to suggest that these figures be considered by the
Commandery-in-Chief, and to request your careful attention to the business of the
meeting, your careful consideration of the reports of all officers, and especially of
the Committees upon Constitution, Rules and Regulations, Ritual, and Military Rank,
to the end that we may not only recruit our ranks as fast, if not faster, than we have
in the past, but that we may make the Order so attractive that, once in it. brothers
will retain their membership.
From the time I assumed command until the promulgation of the semi-annual
password and countersign in December, no report or communication of any kind
was received from the Colonel of the Division of North Dakota: but when the pass
word and countersign was sent by registered mail, it became necessary for the
commanding officer of that Division to sign the return receipt of the post-office de
partment. Upon learning of his existence. I immediately wrote him that he must
attend to the affiairs of his Division or I should be compelled to suspend him from
command. Even this suggestion brought no response, and on the 30th day of Decem
ber I suspended Col. Davis from the command of his Division and instructed Lieut.
Col. E. L. Kinney to assume command, which he did; but the affairs of the Division
were in such a bad state that the Lieutenant Colonel was unable to do anything
therewith, and the Division having failed to make reports and pay per capita tax
for five consecutive quarters. I submitted to the Council-in-Chief
the question
whether or not its charter should be declared forfeited. Upon this question the
Council-in-Chief voted fifteen in the affirmative and one in the negative, and on the
25th day of July, 1891. the charter of the Division was declared forfeited, and the
Camps in North Dakota were attached to the Division of South Dakota for jurisdic
tional purposes. Lieut. Col. Kinney having tendered his resignation it was accepted,
to take effect upon the delivery of the property of the Order in his possession to
Col. Lyons, commanding the Division of South Dakota. Col. Davis tendered his
resignation npon being relieved from the command of his Division, which was very
promptly accepted.

I

OUB

BEI.ATIONH

WITH THE OBAND ABMY OF THE BEPUBLIC.

have not hesitated to ask the assistance of all officers and members of the Grand
Army of the Republic during my term of office, and in no instance have 1 been dis
appointed.
Department Commanders have called attention to the Order in their
General Orders; the Commander-in-Chief did the same thing when I notified him
that we were all united under one banner, and I have been constantly encouraged
by the Grand Army of the Republic, the Woman's Relief Corps and the Ladies of the
Grand Army of the Republic in the discharge of my duty, and the Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., may well congratulate themselves that the Grand Army of the Republic and
all its auxiliary associations are in hearty sympathy with them.
On the 5th of July
last, Commander-in-Chief Veazey said to me: " Wherever I find a good Camp of the

•

BE PORT OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

I

27

Sons of Veterans find a good Post of the Grand Army of the Republic."
On the
23d of last month he wrote me as follows:
feel that the cause of the Grand Army
of the Republic is more dependent for future benefit of the country upon the Sons
of Veterans than even upon our own organization, because the time is so rapidly
approaching when the Grand Army will cease, and when the whole matter must rest
in the hands of the Sons."
In his annual report to the National Encampment at Detroit, the Commanderin-Chief of the Grand Army said of our Order:
"This organization received special recognition at the Twenty-third National En
have endeavored to give it cordial support on this account, and also
campment.
because I believe in its present and prospective usefulness.
It has had a rapid
growth within the past year; more than 30.000 have been mustered since June 30,
1890.
Thirty-two States and Territories have been organized as Divisions, with

"I

I

more than twenty-five hundred subordinate Camps.
" The Sons of Veterans claim no
rights, privileges or benefits for themselves ex
cept the privilege of assisting the Grand Army of the Republic in all its work.
Surely no one ought to withhold support of an organization of this character, much
less the veterans themselves.
In the Department of Georgia alone, this year, ten
thousand graves of our dead comrades were decorated with flags and flowers pur
chased by the Sons of Veterans, and they assisted in observing Memorial Day
throughout the length and breadth of the land.
"The Sons of Veterans are now united and harmonious, haviag but one organi
zation, one banner, and one determination, and that is to prove themselves worthy of
their sires and to become worthy citizens of a common country, saved and preserved
by their fathers. Remember, 'they are our boys, and to them we must soon commit
our trust.7
"I desire to express my gratitude for their assistance to the G. A. R. the past
vear, and for their courtesies to myself and the other Comrades of the National
Staff."
TBANBPOBTATION.

The Committee appointed upon Transportation, as announced in General Orders,
especially the chairman and secretary, are entitled to the thanks of the Commandery-in-Chief, as it was through their efforts that the existing low rate to and from
this meeting was obtained. I think with a suitable committee and proper manage
ment there will be no difficulty hereafter in obtaining as low fares to our annual
meetings as are given to other societies.
On many business trips during my term in office, I have been favored with
transportation by the Chicago, Rock Island <fcPacific and Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe railroad companies. This has been a saving to the Order of considerable money,
and I respectfully suggest that the Commandery-in-Chief express to the various
passenger associations who have favored us with special rates, and to the railroads
which have extended other favors to the officers of the Order, its due appreciation
of the same.
CABBYINQ

In

ASMS.

of the Union the statutes prohibit the carrying of arms by
armed and equipped bodies of men unless they are mustered into the service of the
These statutes work a great hardship to our Order,
State or of the United States.
and some means should be provided whereby uniformed, armed and equipped Camps
may be permitted to carry their arms without being subjected to arrest, fine und
imprisonment therefor.
some of the States

CONCLUSION.

Brothers. I shall soon surrender to my successor the command which you one
When I
year ago conferred upon me, with all of its duties and responsibilites.
assumed command I did so with many misgivings.
Our Order was flourishing, our
banner honored by all patriotic oitizens, and the good name and fair fame of the
Order made me hesitate lest I might fail in accomplishing what my friends pre
dicted for me, what you desired, and what I prayed for. Now I come back to you
with the trust confided to my care. If I have failed it has been no intentional fail
ure, but I do not ask you to withhold any just criticism.
If in your good judgment
there is that which commends itself to you and to the Order, then I beg of you
to give to Division officers and the members of my staff who have assisted me in
this work credit therefor.
It has been said that the strongest tie on earth, save that of the domestic rela
tion, is that tie which binds together the members of the Grand Army of the Re
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public, a tie which was welded in the fire of battle and cemented by the blood of
patriots. Standing here in your presence today, realizing that I speak through you
to the entire Order, happy in the love of two noble women, my wife and daughter,
proud of my humble membership in that grand organization, the Grand Army of
the Republic, I say to you frankly that to sever the ties which bind me to the Sons
of Veterans, U. S. A., would make my life incomplete. The years of service, from
1888 to the present, as Captain of a Camp, Colonel of a Division, Commander of
a Grand Division, and as Commander-in-Chief, have brought to me pleasant rela
tions, warm friendships, and created ties and affections which death alone can sever.
In taking my place again in the ranks, I pray that none of those chords of friend
ship and affection may be broken. I hope to be ever found working for the best
interests of the Order, and trust that I may be able to retain and enjoy the respect
and confidence of all my brothers.
When, we separate here, it is my wish and prayer that the Supreme Commander
of the Universe may deal kindly with you in all things, and that you may be pros
Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
perous and happy.

DECISIONS.
Decision I.
September 80, 1890.
Col. H. O. Bixby, Commanding Vermont Die, Chelsea, Yt.
Deau Colonel — I have your favor of the 24th inst., and have carefully examined
the same. In answer to your inquiries "A," " B," "0," and " D,'" I am of the opinion—
I. That the young man referred to, whose father was a soldier, but who is now an
adopted" son and whose name has been changed by the Legislature, is eligible to mem
bership in our Order, and he should apply in his adopted name, stating the facts as
they exist in the application for membership.
II. You say, "A member who has been reported dropped says that he was never
notified by his Camp that he was in arrears," and you ask if you can "report him re
instated without the Camp taking action in the regular way." No. The presump
tions are in favor of the regularity of the proceedings of the Camp, and inasmuch as
the Camp records show that he was dropped, he should apply for reinstatement,
stating the facts, and the Camp, if it has acted irregularly or illegally, should
undo its action by reconsidering the question: but 'before you. as the Division Com
mander, or the Division Encampment, or any other authority can act in the matter,
it should be first presented to the Camp, in order that it may have an opportunity
to correct its proceedings.
III. Yon say, "A member formerly belonging to a Camp which disbanded about
two years ago neglected to take a transfer oard, and now wishes to join a Camp.
Has the Colonel authority to grant it?" Yes. If the brother was in good standing
at the time the Camp disbanded, the Colonel has authority to grant a transfer card,
attested by the Adjutant.
IV. "The Captain of a Camp resigns and a new one is elected, which brings about
a change in three officers.
The Captain and Second Lieutenant are installed: the
First Lieutenant-elect feels that he ought to have been elected Captain and stays
He may
away from installation, and has left town without notifying the Camp.
come around to be installed in command.
It is claimed he will be no good to the
It is my opinion that
Camp; at least, they wish to elect a new First Lieutenant."
the office of First Lieutenant of this Camp is vacant, and that you should direct the
Captain of the Camp to order an election to fill the vacancy. The brother not hav
ing appeared for installation, and having presented no cause therefor, his action
should be treated as a declination of the office to which he was elected.
Decision II.
September 80, 1890.
A. E. Veazie, Commanding Montana Dir., Helena, Mont.
Deau Colonel-You ask, "What is the rank of the chief of staff on the staff of
the Colonel of a Division, and what are his duties?"
There is no such office as chief of staff of a Division.
You will find by articles
IV and VI, chapter III, of the Division constitution, the officers of a Division, elective
and appointive, and no provision is made for chief of staff.
I refer to the edition
of 1889, as revised at Paterson, and I do not recollect any amendments to these provisions at St. Joseph.
Col.

.
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October 1, 1890.
Decision III.
Col. Charles H. Anderson, Commanding Colorado Div., Denver, Colo.
Deab Colonel — Your communication of September 28, is at hand. From it and
the inclosures, I find that Bro. G. M. Hughes, transferred from Lookout Camp No. 21,
Kansas Division, made application to Dunbaugh Camp No. 11, of Pueblo, in your
Division; that the application was regularly referred to the committee, favorably
reported upon, and a ballot had; that there were thirteen members of the Camp
present and voting; that there were 10 white balls and 3 black ones; that the Cap
tain declared the candidate rejected.
I have a copy of your communication of the 29th inst., to Captain Fugard, com
manding Camp No. 11, reversing his decision.
Your decision is approved. Three-fourths of the members present having voted
in favor of his admission, he was elected. See section 1, article III, chapter II, Camp
Constitution.
If the applicant has not already been admitted to the Camp, you will direct the
Captain to admit him.

Decision IV.
October 1, 1890.
Col. Charles A. Deck-man, Commanding Ohio Div., Malvern, Ohio.
De.ui Colonel — Your communication of the 29th of September is before me.
The proposition stated is about as follows:
Frank Ammerman, adopted son of Daniel Ammerman, the latter having married
Frank's widowed mother. Daniel Ammerman wa9 captain of Company B, 45 O. V. I.
The mother was matron of the Covington, Ky., hospital, in the U. S. service. Frank
himself was mustered into the service as drummer boy and released, but received no
discharge. The adopted father was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic,
and is now dead; the mother is a pensioner, and you ask:
•'
If Frank is not eligible on his adopted father's record, would he not be by reason
of the service and record of his mother?" No. None but those persons specified in
section 1, article V, chapter V, Constitution, Rules and Regulations, edition 1889, are
eligible to membership in our Order. Ammerman is not a son of a deceased or hon
orably discharged soldier, sailor, or marine. He is not the son of a member of our
Order. Adopted sons, and the sons of hospital ( female) nurses, are not eligible to
membership.
I note what you say about the ability and standing of this gentleman, but he can
not become a member of our Order under the present eligibility laws.
Decision V.

October

2, 1890.

H. Anderson, Commanding Colorado Div., Denver, Colo.
Deab Colonel — Your favor of September 30 is before me. I wired you, as re
quested, that the Camp should not loan its colors, especially if objected to. The
In the first place, Camp colors should not be loaned
reason for this is obvious.

Col. Charles

under any circumstances, and being the property of the Camp, every member has
an interest in common with other members therein, and if there be objection this
of itself is sufficient to justify the Camp in declining to loan its colors. You say
the colors are not those authorized by Constitution, Rules and Regulations, but this
makes no difference.
They are the property of the Camp, and for reasons above
stated should be used exclusively by the Camp.
Ootober 1, 1890.
Decision VI. (J.-A. Gen. Op. III.)
Col. B. W. Coiner, Commanding Washington Div., Tacoma, Wash.
Deab Colonel — I have the honor to inclose a copy of the opinion of the JudgeAdvocate General, in response to your inquiry concerning the standing of Past
Captains, and this opinion is approved.
Decision

VII.

Ootober

A. Stevens, Commanding Massachusetts Div., Maiden, Mass.
Deab Colonel — Referring to your communication of September

Col. W.

15,

1, 1890.

I

have the

honor to inclose a copy of Opinion IV of the Judge-Advocate General, which is in
harmony with my own views upon the question submitted, and is approved.
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Decision
Col.

VIII.

October

1, 1890.

Harry S. Fuller, Commanding Wisconsin Dir., Milwaukee, Wis.
Deak Colonel — I am compelled to decide that the Judge-Advocate

General can
only advise the Commander-in-Chief, the Commaudery-in-Chief, and Counoil-inChief, and that all others who desire his opinion must apply therefor through regular
channels.
II. Opinion V of the Judge-Advocate General, in the case of Francis H. Bates, is
approved.
October 2, 1890.
, Decision IX.
Col. Oeortje Addington. Commanding New York Dir., Albany, N. Y.

Dear Colonel — I have the honor of return the proceedings of the court-martial
of Bro. James Sarvis, Camp No. 20 of your Division, together with a copy of the
opinion of the Judge-Advocate General, to whom the matter was referred. This
opinion is approved, and you will order the sentence of the court to be carried into
effect.

Decision X.

October

27. 1890.

Col. George Addington. Commanding New York Dir., Albany, N. Y.
Deab Colonel — Referring to your communication in regard to the request of
Baker Camp No. 147, I do not see how the request can be granted, in view of the
plain provision of section 1, article IX, chapter V. Constitution. Rules and Regula

tions.
You will recollect that at St. Joseph the question came up, as to whether a Camp
could carry a banner not provided for by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations,
and the Commaudery-in-Chief
held that they could not do so.
You will observe,
also, in the Constitution
relating to colors, section 2, article XII, chapter V, page 59.
that special provision was made for Davis Camp, of Pittsburgh. Penn.. to carry a
yellow flag. So that it is apparent to my mind that, as officers of the Commanderyin-Chief and of the Division, you and I must adopt an old theory well known as
"strict construction of the Constitution."
I have, therefore, the honor to respectfully suggest that you call the attention
of the special committee to revise the Constitution. Rules and Regulations to this
matter.

Decision XI.
October 13. 1890.
Opinion VII of the Judge-Advocate General is approved, and the record returned
to the Colonel of the Ohio Division with instructions to reconvene the court, and if
service was made upon the accused, let the record be corrected. If no service was
made a new trial is ordered, with instructions to give the accused notice as the law
directs.
Decision XII.
October 13, 1890.
Opinion VI of the Judge-Advocate General is approved, and the record is
hereby returned to the Colonel of the Pennsylvania Division, with instructions to
reconvene the court, correct errors pointed out by the Judge-Advocate General, and
further action, if any be necessary, and that the corrected proceedings be returned
to these headquarters for approval.
Decision

XIII.

October 20, 1890.
Commanding Washington Hiv., Tacoma, Wash.
Dear Sib and Bbotheb- -I have your favor of the 10th inst. You say that <\
M. Kellogg Camp No. 16, of your Division, have inserted the following in their Camp
by-laws:
"Sec. 3. Any brother proposing a candidate for membership, shall have the
privilege of withdrawing his proposition prior to balloting."
You say you have approved this section, with some doubt as to its propriety.
I think the section should be amended so as to show in substance that the applica
tion may be withdrawn at any time before an unfavorable report of the committee.
If the applicant's character is such that a committee would be justified in making
an unfavorable report, it seem to me that the good of the Order demands that the
applicant be not permitted to withdraw his application, for by so doing he might
impose upon some other Camp. However, there is nothing in the Constitution,
Rules and Regulations upon this subject, and I do not think the by-law as ap
proved by you violates any of our laws.
Col. B. W. Coiner,
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Decision XIV.
H. H. Hammer, Adjutant Pennsylvania Div., Reading, Penn.

October

31
20, 1890.

Deab Sib and Bbotheb — You ask, "When a Past Captain is suspended, does he
lose his past rank; and npon reinstatement, does he regain his past rank or honors
of a Past Captain?" The mere suspension of a Past Captain does not carry with
it "degradation from office." Penalties are of Ave grades, as found in section 1, ar
ticle VI, page 49, Constitution, Rules and Regulations; so that if a past officer is
merely suspended for any reason — as for non-payment of dues, or even by sentence
of court-martial — and thereafter reinstated to membership, he would be entitled to
past honors, unless by the judgment of a court-martial, duly approved, he was de
prived of his office as part of the punishment. Under no circumstances would sus
pension for non-payment of dues carry with it loss of past rank, and upon being
reinstated by his Camp when suspended for non-payment of dues, he would be enti
tled to all privileges of past rank.
Decision

XV.

October 27,

1890.

Col. C. D. Jones, Commanding Kansas Dir., Norton, Kas.

-

Dear Colonel - 1 have your favor of the 23d inst. You ask : " Can fines assessed
against absentees from Camp meetings, without good cause, provided for only in
motion carried in a Camp meeting, and incorporated in the minutes of such meeting,
and not provided for in Camp by-laws, be enforced ?" No; your ruling is correct.
You say, however, that your opinion is such fines cannot be collected unless
provided for in the by-laws, where they could be subscribed by brothers when join
ing the Camp. This goes too far. Camp by-laws may be amended in the manner
prescribed by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and although there was no
such provision in the by-laws when one becomes a member of a Camp, yet such by
laws may thereafter be amended by providing for fines which would be obligatory
upon all members of the Camp.
Decision

XVI.

October 2, 1890.
Commanding Ohio Die, Mah-ern, Ohio.
Deak Colonel — I have the honor to return the proceedings of the court-martial
of Bro. Milton Pease, Camp No. 304 of your Division, with a copy of^the opinion of
the Judge-Advocate General. I have also carefully examined the proceedings, and
the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General is approved, except that portion of it
which refers to the conduct of the brother while under the influence of intoxicating
liquor. The testimony discloses the fact that the accused was drunk, and that he so
demeaned himself that his conduct was prejudicial to the good of the Order; but
for other reasons, stated in the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General, your ap
proval of the findings and judgment and sentence of the court is reversed, and the
findings and sentence are set aside, and you are directed to take such action in the
premises as in your judgment the circumstances of the case and the good of the
Order demand.
Col. Charles

Decision

J.

Deckman,

XVII.

October 27, 1890.
Commanding Missouri Dir., St. Joseph, Mo.
Deak Colonel — You submit the following question:
"If a Camp has adopted U. S. military regulation uniform, is the Chaplain enti
tled to wear the officer's dress coat? If not, what is his uniform?"
You answer as follows: "The Chaplain of a Camp of our Order is not governed
by the rules of the U. S. army. and. when on parade, is considered to be a private.
He would, therefore, not be entitled to wear the officer's dress coat."
Your decision is approved. The Camp Chaplain is not entitled to wear the offi
cer's dress coat, and he is not even entitled to wear Camp officer's ribbon.
See sec
tion 5. article II, chapter V, page 58. Constitution. Rules and Regulations, which
provides that only the Captain, First and Second Lieutenant shall be entitled to
wear Camp officer's ribbon.
Col.

H.

J. K line,

Decision

XVIII.

November

H. H. Hammer, Adjutant Pennsylvania Dir., Reading, Penn.
Deab Sib and Bbotheb —Adjutant General Herod has referred to

7, 1890.

me your com
munication of September 30, for my opinion upon the questions submitted to him
by you, to wit:
"Is it legal to publish in Division orders the names of the members dropped,
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from time to time, in the respective Camps* If so. will it be proper to order the
names of such to be placed on the black-books of the Camps?"
I am compelled to answer both these questions in the negative, for the following
reason: Section 5, article IV, chapter V. as amended at the ninth annual meeting
of the Commandery-in-Chief, is the only authority for dropping members.
This
same section provides that dropped members mny be reinstated in the manner pro
vided in article II. sections 1-7, of the Constitution.
One of t he objects of our organ
ization is to bring into our membership all eligible sons of veterans, and retain them
there: if dropped from membership by reason of non-payment of dues, that they
It does not follow, because one is dropped from membership
may be reinstated.
for non-payment of dues, that he is unworthy of membership; and this seems to
have been in the minds of the frnmers of the Constitution when they provided for
reinstatement. To publish the names of such in Division orders would naturally
cause them to take a dislike to the organization.
Certainly, if their names were
ordered to be placed upon the black-book in that connection, all such -would be for
ever lost to the organization.
Again, when a dropped member desires to be rein
stated, he must make application the same as an applicant for muster, and the same
laws apply. The names of applicants for muster, if rejected, must be immediately
entered upon the black-book. (See section 5, article II. of the Constitution.)
This
section also applies to applicants for reinstatement. So. in my opinion, the names
of dropped members should not go upon the black-books until after they have been
rejected.

I

am aware of the fact that the conclusions I have reached are in conflict with
the practice in the several Divisions — a practice which has receivod the sanction of
some of my predecessors
-but a careful consideration of all questions involved
leads me to believe that the opinions herein expressed are correct.
The course you
suggest, and which would necessarily follow if your questions were answered in the
affirmative, would prevent us from restoring to our ranks many valuable members.

Decision

XIX.

November 7, 1890.
Adjutant California Dir., Oakland, Cat.
Deab Sir and Brother -Under the resolution of the ninth annual meeting o*f
the Cominandery-in-Chief. Brother Browning, of Fair Oaks, Camp No. 75, would not,
in my judgment, be entitled to the honors of a Past Captain, because that resolu
tion provides that only those past officers and sitting officers who come in with their
Posts shall be entitled to such past honors.

Frank

C. Shipley,

Decision XX. .

November

14, 18S»0.

A. Stevens, Commanding Massachusetts Dir.. Maiden, Mass.
Dear Colonel — I have the honor to return the proceedings, findings

Col. W.

and sen
tence of the court-martial of Bro. George Mahoney, Camp No. 78 of your Division,
together with a copy of the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General thereon.
I concur in this opinion, and have indorsed my approval thereof upon the pro

ceedings.
You are therefore instructed to have the sentence of the court carried into effect.
Hereafter, you will have proceedings, findings and sentences in courts-martial
made out in duplicate, and forward both copies to these headquarters; one to be
preserved here, the other to be returned you after final action has been taken at these
headquarters.

XXI.
November 16,
Ji. Stadden, Commanding Illinois Die, Springfield, 111.
Dear Colonel -I have the honor to return the proceedings, findings
Decision

1890.

Col. Geo.

and sen

in the court-martial of Bro. William C. McCullough, Camp No. 117 of your
Division, together with a copy of the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General.
I concur in this opinion, and the proceedings, findings and sentence of the court
are disapproved.
You will order the court to reconvene; have the charge amended so as to conform
to the suggestions of the Judge-Advocate General; order a new trial; have the pro
ceedings, findings and sentence made out in duplicate when the court shall have
completed its duties, and forward both copies to these headquarters, with your in
dorsement thereon, if the sentence shall be dishonorable discharge.
tence
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XXII.

November

S3
15, 1890.

E. Gully, Commanding Arkansas Div., Springdale, Ark.
Deab Colonel — I have the honor to inclose the proceedings, findings and sen
tence of the court-martial of Bro. Joseph Eiklor, Camp No. 10 of your Division,
Col. Otis

■
together with a copy of the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General thereon.
concur in the opinion of the'Judge-Advocate General. The proceedings, find
ings and sentence are disapproved.
You will therefore reconvene the court, with instructions to have the charges
corrected, as suggested by the Judge-Advocate General, ordering a new trial. Have
notice served upon the accused in the manner prescribed by law, and when the court
has reached a conclusion, you will have two copies of the proceedings, findings and
sentence made, and transmit both to these headquarters.

I

Decision XXIII.
November 15, 1890.
Col. H. J. Kline, Commanding Missouri Div., St. Joseph, Mo.
Deab Sib and Bbotheb — Your communication of the 13th inst. at hand and con
tents noted. The proposition stated by you is as follows:
"A motion to adjourn a meeting of a Camp of the Sons of Veterans is never in
order. The section 19, page 71, of our very crude rules of order which you quote,
would perhaps be binding if it stood alone, but it is in direct conflict with the obli
gation imposed upon every Captain in the order, hence cannot be held to be bind
ing. It is doubtful if the framers of the section to which you refer, among whom
was our worthy Commander, knew exactly where it would lead.
It is obscure, and
I do not hold that it is not binding on
susceptible of at least three constructions.
that account; but of course if it is binding, then the obligation you have taken is of
no effect and you can violate it in as many cases as you see fit. If a motion to ad
journ were in order during the consideration of new business, as was the case with
you, it would be in order in the middle of a muster. Our ritual imposes the solemn
obligation, 'I will never close a meeting of my Camp without going through the reg
ular order of business,' a distinct promise in answer to the direct question. It may
be insisted that the rules of order overrule the ritual, but
do not think so, and
therefore hold that the solemn obligation of an officer is more binding than the
loosely-worded section of the rule of order that by the action of the last Annual En
That at
That body adjourned but once.
campment became practically obsolete.
the close of the first morning session, after which it took recesses, and motions to
adjourn were not considered. A final motion to adjourn was never made, and the
Encampment was closed by Commander Webb according to ritual.
"Prom this ruling Capt. C. W. Seaman, of Gen. John Polk Camp No. 50, of this
Division, appeals."
Camps must be regularly opened and closed as stated by you. Camp officers are
obliged to close their Camps in due form. "Due form" means according to ritual.

I

November 17, 1890.
Decision XXIV.
F. P. Corrick, Lieutenant Colonel Nebraska Div., Stockham, Neb.
Deab Colonel— Your communication of the 13th inst. at hand. You ask: "Is a
Past Captain of a Camp afterward suspended or charter revoked entitled to past
honors upon joining a new Camp organized at the same place, the old Camp not
being reinstated? "
Fast officers or members of Camps suspended, or whose charters have been re
voked, cannot join any Camp without a transfer card, either from the officers of such
suspended Camp, or by the Colonel commanding the Division, who has power to
grant transfers when the records of the Camp show the brother to have been in good
standing when the Camp was suspended or the charter revoked. A transfer granted
in such case should show the past honors of the brother to whom it was given, and,
upon the presentation of such a transfer card to a Camp, whether old or new, enti
tles the holder thereof to go upon the rolls as a past officer.
CoJ.

Decision XXV.
November 18, 1890.
Capt. Ralph St. J. Perry, Indianapolis, hid.
Deab Sib and Bbotheb — Your favor of the 15th inst. at hand. I regret exceed
ingly that it is not possible for Captain Armstrong to become a member of any
Camp of the Sons of Veterans. He is not a son of a veteran, and the constitutional
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provision, that all past provisional Colonels shall rank as Past Colonels, refers solely
to sons of veterans who have held that rank, and there is bnt one way for Comrade
Armstrong to become a member of any Camp, and that is, by being made a constitu
A great many comrades have ren
tional life member by the Commandery-in-Chief.
dered similar valuable services to our Order who cannot become members thereof,
and yet Camps, and the Order generally, should, show their appreciation of such
services in all possible ways.

XXV (modified).

Decision

April

J.

21, 1891.

Perry, Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Sib and Bbotheb — Referring to my communication of November 18, the
same being Decision XXV, I find that I was mistaken.
By referring to page 13 of
the Proceedings of the Second Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, held at
Columbus, Ohio, August 6 and 7, 1883, I find that W. H. Armstrong was given the
rank of Past Division Commander, and on the same page you will find that Captain
Armstrong, and others upon whom past rank was conferred by the Commanderyin-Chief, must select the Camps to which they desire to be attached and plaoed upon
the roll of the several Divisions in which they reside.
So Captain Armstrong has
only to select a Camp to which he desires to be attached, and upon becoming so at
tached and reported to Division headquarters he will be accorded all the honors of
a Past Division Commander.
Capt. Ralph St.

XXVI.

Decision

November

20, 1890.

Col. George Addington, Commanding New York IHv., Albany, N. Y.

Deab Colonel — Your communication of the 17th inst. at hand. I do not see
how we can take anyone in with a Post who has been a member of a Camp, and was
uot in good standing of the Camp of which he was last a member. (See proviso of
the resolutions adopted at St. Joseph, Journal of Proceedings, page 178.) One who
was suspended, dropped or dishonorably discharged from a Camp by a Camp, and
afterward become a member of the Post system, cannot be permitted to join the
Camp system with a Post. The object of this legislation is obvious. It is to pre
vent those who have been recreant to their duties and obligations going back into
the Order, except in the manner prescribed by the Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions. This, I believe, answers your inquiry.
Decision
Col.

Frank

J.

XXVII.

November

25, 1890.

Coates, Commanding Nebraska Div., Omaha, Neb.

I

My Deab Colonel — have your communication of the 24th inst., relating to
the case of Harry G. Clark.
He is not eligible, and cannot join any Camp if the
facts be as you state them.
None but sons of veterans are eligible to membership
in our Order. In some instances, this law works a very great hardship upon good
men like Colonel Clark, but it is the law, and must be obeyed.
When wrote Col
did not know that he was not a son of a veteran.
onel Clark,
.

I

I

Decision XXVIII.
J. I. Lyons, Chicago, III.
Deab Colonel — I inclose copy of Opinion
which meets my approval.

Col.

November

XII

24, 1890.

of the Judge-Advocate General,

Decision XXIX.
November 24, 1890.
Lieut. Col. K. W. Morse, West Randolph, VL
Deab Sib and Bbotheb — Your communication of the 21st inst. at hand. Yon
ask: "Has a Camp the power to make, or will you sanction by-laws made to read:
'A brother must pay $1 for an honorable discharger'"
You say that Colonel Bixby has ruled that such a by-law is valid, and you aek for
Colonel Bixby's ruling is final until appealed from in the regular way.
my opinion.
We have no record here of any such ruling, or of an appeal, but I have no hesitancy
in saying that for all that appears in your communication, Colonel Bixby's ruling is
correct. Section 3, article IV, of chapter II, page 10, Constitution, Rules and Reg
ulations, provides for the granting of honorable discharge to brothers who may
apply for the same, but does not provide for any fee to be charged therefor. Artiole XIX, chapter II, page 21, provides that Camps may adopt by-laws subject to the
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approval of the Colonel, not inconsistent with the Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions. It is customary in all secret societies to charge for withdrawal cards, etc.,
and I do not know of any reason why a Camp may not charge a fee for an honora
ble discharge.
Decision XXX.

November

29, 1890.

Col. C. D. Jones, Commanding Kansas Div., Norton, Kas.

Deab Colonel — Your favoT of the 26th inst. received.
You ask: "Can an elect
ive office in a Camp be declared vacant, if the officer has been absent three meetings
in succession without a valid excuse, even if there is a by-law providing for such

action?"
Your attention is called to article XXI,

page 65, Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions, sections 1, 2, which relate to absence from the jurisdiction of Camps. Should
an officer absent himself from the jurisdiction of a Camp for 30 days or more, with
out applying for a leave of absence, he should be suspended by you; and if he is ab
sent for three meetings in succession without a valid excuse, it is injurious to the
Camp, it being his duty to attend; you have the power to suspend him, under section 4,
article VII, chapter III, as adopted at St. Joseph, and promulgated in General Or
ders, No. 12.
I am of the opinion that a by-law which authorizes a Camp to declare an elective
office vacant, whete the officer has been absent three successive meetings without a
valid excuse, is valid. The adoption of said section 4 places the power of suspen
sion in such cases in the hands of the Colonel of the Division, and in all such cases
absentees should be reported to Division headquarters for action by the Colonel of
the Division.

Decision XXXI. _
November 29, 1890.
Robert B. Smith, Adjutant Vermont Div., Chelsea, Vt.
Dkak Sib and Bbotheb — You ask: "Is a Captain entitled to rank of Past Cap
tain, if his Camp is four quarters or more in arrears for per capita tax ? "
"Is a Captain entitled to rank of Past Captain, if his Camp is several quarters
in arrears, and, holding only one or two meetings under his administration, is rein
stated after a new election of officers ? "
"May such a Camp hold an election, and is it legal?"
" Is a Camp, four or more quarters in arrears understood as dropped, if no offi
cial announcement of it is made in the Division orders ? "
"What is the process for the removal of a Camp from one town to another charter, name and number being changed? Must a Camp be reinstated before such
a removal may take place, if such removal can take place ?"
In answer to your first question, am of the opinion that a Past Captain can only
lose his past rank by proceedings in court-martial, or ceasing to become a member
of the Order. If he is re-suspended or dropped for non-payment of dues, and again re
instated, after reinstatement he is entitled to past rank. If his Camp is suspended
or dropped for non-payment of dues, and he is in good standing, he is entitled to a
transfer card, and, upon depositing it in another Camp, would be entitled to past
rank.
I do not think the number of meetings that are held in a Camp has anything to
do with the standing of past officers, and in order to be deprived of past rank they
must be proceeded against by proper authority and dropped or suspended as the case
requires, and during the time that they are dropped and suspended, of course they hold
no rank until reinstated. When they cease to become members of the Order, of course
they have no past rank, and when a Camp is reinstated, as suggested by your Becond
question, past officers would retain their past rank if reinstated with their Camp.
A suspended Camp cannot hold an election until reinstated by order of the com
manding officer of the Division; in fact, the only thing that a suspended Camp can
do is to pay up its dues and ask for reinstatement, and if their request be granted,
of course they can hold an election.
A Camp four quarters or more in arrears of dues cannot be dropped except by
order of the Division Colonel, and, by an examination of the Constitution, Rules and
Regulations, you will find that it is the duty of the Colonel to act in such cases.
When a Camp desires to remove from one town to another, to adopt a new name,
a new number, and procure a new charter, the matter should be proceeded formally
by the Camp, and its action, duly attested, presented to the commanding officers of
the Division, setting forth reasons for the change, and, if satisfied that it is for the

I
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good of the Division, the change should be ordered, and when such order is made, it
should be transmitted to the Commandery-in-Chief headquarters for approval.
This, I believe, answers all your questions.
Decision
Col.

A. E.

XXXII.

November

28, 1890.

Veazie, Commanding Montana Dir., Helena, Mont.

Deab Colonel — Your communication of the 21st inst. at hand.
answer to your first question: "Are elective members of Division Council, and
members of Camp Council, commissioned officers within the meaning of General
Griffin's decision of July 10, 1890?" (Opinion 88, p. 27, Blue-Book.)
In my opinion, members of the Division Council, and members of the Camp
Council, are not commissioned officers — that is, they have no rank.
Your second question is: "If so, who commissions them?"
I am of the opinion that the members of the Camp Council should be given war
rants by Captains of Camps, the same as non-commissioned officers of Camps, with
out rank.
I am also of the opinion that the elective members of the Division Council should
be commissioned by Colonels of Divisions in the same manner that the appointed
officers upon the Colonel's staff are commissioned, but they have no rank or com
mand. They are simply to perform the duties required of them by the Constitution,
Rules and Regulations.
They should be commissioned as such, in order that they
may show their authority if required so to do.
There is nothing in our Constitution, Rules and Regulations giving rank to mem
bers of the Camp Council, or members of the Division Council.
In this respect, the
Camp and Division Constitutions differ from the Constitution of the Commanderyin-Chief.

In

Decision

XXXIII.

December

15, 1890.

Col. F. D. Eddy, Commanding Michigan Dir., Lowell, Mich.

My Deab Colonel -Your communication of the 11th inst. to the Adjutant Gen
eral, together with a copy of your letter of same date to Capt. Fred. Bennett, com
manding Camp No. 16, located at Rockford, your Division, are before me.
I have nothing before me upon which to pass. Your order to Captain Bennett
is final and conclusive until appealed from by him or his Camp, and until such an
appeal is taken, and properly transmitted from your headquarters to the headquar
ters of the Commandery-in-Chief, action upon my part is unnecessary.
Decision
Col.

A. E.

XXXIV.

Veazie, Commanding Montana

December

16, 1890.

Die, Helena, Mont.

Deab Colonel — I have your communication of the 12th inst., with request of
Camp No. 5 of your Division for a dispensation to install the officers elect Decem
ber 29.
This request cannot be granted. Section 1, article VII, chapter II, of the Con
stitution, provides that "the election of officers shall take place at the first stated
meeting in December, and the newly-elected officers shall be installed at the first
stated meeting in January following the election." Neither the Colonel nor the
Commander-in-Chief has any power, by dispensation or otherwise, to authorize the
installation of Camp officers prior to the first stated meeting in January following
the election.
Camp officers may be publicly installed in the manner authorized by the ninth
annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief — section 1, article XII, addenda, Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations, edition 1890.
December 19, 1890.
Decision XXXV.
Col. A. li. Dyche, Commanding Kentucky Div., London, Ky.
The question submitted to you by L. L. Debout, of Sheridan,
Deab Colonel
your Division, is, if I understand it, as follows:
A citizen of the State of Kentucky enlisted to serve in the Union army during
fie was never mustered into the service. He died before
the War of the Rebellion,
Is his son eligible to membership in the Sons of Vet
the muster of his company.
erans, U. S. A.?
You say you have answered this question in the negative, and ask my opinion.
Your decision is correct. (See Opinion X, Blue-Book, p. 12.)
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Decision XXXVI.

December 20, 1890.
Brandon, Vt.
Deab Genebal — The Adjutant General has referred to me your communication
of the 16th inat. Your question is as follows:
"If an adopted son has been taken into our Order through mistake, the fact that
he was an adopted son not being known at the time of his admission, but learned
afterwards, is it right in such a case to allow him to remain in the Order? "
I am compelled to answer your question in the negative. An adopted son can
not be a member of our Order, even though mustered by mistake, and upon the faots
being made known to the Camp, the Captain should make an order that he be
dropped from the rolls, because he was and is ineligible to membership, and the
only record which should be made of the action in such a case is to spread the order
upon the minutes of the Camp, notify the party of the order, giving him, if he so
desires, an opportunity to appeal to the Colonel of the Division.
If an appeal is
taken, it must be transmitted by the Camp officers immediately to Division head
The name of the party must not be placed in the black-book, nor should
quarters.
the proceedings of the Camp in that respect be made public.
The person mustered
should be treated kindly and considerately by the officers and members of the Camp,
especially if he was an innocent party to the proceedings which authorized his mus
ter by the Camp.
The First Sergeant of the Camp, in his first quarterly report after such action
on the part of the Camp, should report the party dropped, giving as the reason
therefor his ineligibility to membership.
Gen. O. A. Gee, Surgeon

General,

Decision XXXVII.
December 20, 1890.
CoL D. E. Thomason, Commanding Maryland Div., Washington, D. C.
Deab Colonel — Your decision of the 15th inst., from which John A. Logan Camp
No. 2, of your Division, appeals to the Commander-in-Chief, is at hand.
The facts stated are as follows: "A brother of John A. Logan Camp No. 2 asked
for and received a transfer card September 25, 1890. He went West, but returned
shortly afterwards, and presented himself at the Camp-room for admission, and upon
your ruling he was admitted."
This question is also asked: "Is the brother entitled to the password while he
retains the transfer card, and should he be allowed the privileges of the Camp-room
for one year from date of card, he paying no dues?"
You decided "that the brother was and still is under the jurisdiction of Logan
Camp No. 2 for one year, subject to discipline for any violation of the offenses
named in article VI, chapter V, Constitution, Rules and Regulations; that while un
der the Camp's jurisdiction, he has the right to visit a Camp for a specified number
of times, but that such right does not entitle him to a voice or vote in the Camp."
The first part of your decision is sustained upon authority of section 2, article IV,
chapter II, Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
The last part of your decision may or may not be correct, which depends entirely
as to whether or not the brother is rightfully in possession of the P. W. and C.
He
no doubt has the right to visit any Camp at any time while his transfer card is valid,
provided he is in possession of the P. W. and C. for the current term, and while so
visiting he has no voice or vote in the Camp, except when by courtesy of the Camp
he might speak, but under no circumstances could he vote.
This brother was transferred September 25, 1890, was in the possession of the
P. W. and C. for the current term, but under no circumstances is he entitled to the
new P. W. and C, unless he has deposited his transfer card, and become again a
member of some Camp. The Constitution, Rules and Regulations are silent upon
this proposition, but I have no doubt concerning the correctness of this decision.
It is sustained by numerous decisions of the Grand Army of the Republic in similar
cases.

Decision

XXXVIII.

(

J.-A. Gen. Op. XIV.)

Col. B. W. Coiner, Commanding Washington Div., Taeoma,

December
Wash.

24, 1890.
•

Dea b Colonel — I have the honor to hand you Opinion XIV of the Judge-Advocate
General, modifying his Opinion III, in which I concur fully with the Judge-Advocate
f jeneraL
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Decision

XXXIX.

J.-A.

XIII.)

December 24, 1890.
Div., Maiden, Mass.
Deab Colonel — I have the honor to return one copy of the proceedings, find
ings and sentence in the court-martial of Bro. Henry H. Worcester, Camp No. 78,
your Division, together with a copy of the Judge-Advocate General's opinion there
on, in which opinion I fully concur, and the proceedings, findings and sentence of
the court are approved.
You will therefore proceed to carry the sentence into effect.
(

Gen. Op.

Col. W. A. Stevens, Commanding Massachusetts

Decision
Col. Charles

XL.

J.

December

Deckman,

I

Commanding

Ohio

Die, Malvern,

25,

1890.

Ohio.

Deab Colonel
have your communication of the 18th inst., together with sev
eral communications from your Division, in which the following questions are asked
and answered:
"1. Can the First or Second Lieutenant perform the duties of Captain during
his absence?
Ans. Yes.
See article X, page 17, Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions; also, article XII. section 3, page 18. Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
"See also article XI, page 17, Constitution, Rules and Regulations. The Camp's
by-laws provide that the 'Absence for three successive meetings forfeits the right
to hold a non-commissioned office.'
On the fourth night the Captain is absent, the
First Lieutenant, commanding the Camp (see article X ), as such commanding of
ficer, declares the office vacant, and appoints and installs the appointee, who holds
the same until his successor is appointed and qualified."
Your decision is based upon the opinion of the Judge Advocate, and in my
opinion is correct.
Decision XLI. (J.-A. Gen. Op. XVI.)
January
Col. Geo. W. Gerhard, Commanding Pennsylvania Div., Heading, Penn.

8, 1891.

I have the honor to return the proceedings, findings and sen
Deab Colonel
tence of the court-martial for the trial of Bro. Adam Gerstat, of Camp No. 4,"your
Division, together with a copy of Opinion XVI of the the Judge- Advocate General.
I fully concur in this opinion of the Judge-Advocate General, and in view of the
fact that the record does not show the service of notice upon the accused, as re
quired by Constitution, Rules and Regulations, for that reason alone I must with
hold my approval of the proceedings.
If Camp No. -t sustained any serious injuries by reason of the conduct of the ac
cused, that fact should be set forth in the specifications.
You will therefore please return to the Camp the proceedings, with instructions
to the Camp that, if it desires to proceed further in the matter, the charges and
specifications must be amended as suggested by the Judge-Advocate General. No
tice must be served upon the accused personally or at his usual place of residence,
as provided by law, and let the proceedings thereafter conform to the recommenda
tions of the Judge-Advocate General.
XLII.
January 10, 1891.
Harry S. Fuller, Commanding Wisconsin i>f
Milwaukee, Wis.
Dhab Colonel — Your favor of the 7th inst. contains two propositions, to wit:
First. "The case of one Mark Bennet, who wishes to join our Camp, and I am
sure all the boys would be perfectly willing to have him. He is a boy that was born
Decision

Col.

brought up here, and about four years ago he got into bad company, ran away
from home, ran out of money, and he and his chum broke into a jewelry store and
stole some jewelry: was caught, convicted, and served a term in the State's prison
at Waupan; when his term was out, he came back here, settled down, and there is
no better boy in town to-day. He is now married, and holds a very important po
sition in the Odd Fellows, and is very well liked."
Second. "Is a man eligible who has been convicted of the crime of burglary, and
sent to prison."
The law in such cases is well settled.
See proviso to section 1, article V, page 5,
Constitution. Rules, and Regulations, which reads as follows: "Provided, That no
person shall be eligible who has ever been convicted of any infamous crime, or who
has, or whose father has, ever borne arms against the Government of the United
States."
and
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This provision is inflexible, and while there may be some persons who oome
within its provisions who would be good members of our Order, yet they cannot be
admitted; and if they have been admitted, upon the fact being known, they are in
eligible

they must be dropped from the rolls.

Decision XLIII.
January 12, 1891.
Col. James A. Joyce, Commanding New Hampshire Div., Great Falls, N. H.
Deab Colonel — I am in receipt of a communication from Frank W. Butler,
Camp No. 35 of your Division, in the nature of an appeal from a decision made by
you. The facts stated by the Camp are as follows: '"At the first meeting in Decem
ber. Camp 35, Division of New Hampshire, elected a First Lieutenant, and he was
not present at the next meeting. He sent in his resignation.
So the Camp elected
another to take his place, subject to the Colonel's approval.
The Colonel approved
the action of the Camp, but there was one member that thought that it was not
right: so the Camp, at the meeting held the 7th of January, 1891, voted to appeal to
the Commander-in-Chief; so we appeal to you for your deoision."
Your decision is approved. Any other ruling would create confusion in many
Camps. Opinions XXVI. XXVII, and XXVIII, by Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin,
Blue-Book, pages 25 and 26, having been approved by the Commandery-in-Chief, are
a part of the law of the Order.
The object of article VII, relating to the nomination
and election of officers, was and is to provide, first, for the election of officers; sec
ond, that they must be elected by ballot; third, that they must be elected at the first
stated meeting in December; fourth, that the nominations must be made at least
one stated meeting prior to the time of holding the election, and also on the night
of the election. The language of these provisions is unfortunate, and, in the absence
of General Griffin's decision, I would hold and am now of the opinion that if, for
any reason, nominations could not be made at least one stated meeting prior to the
election, that they must be made on the night of election. I think the framers of
the Constitution intended that nominations might be mado on two occasions: First,
at least one stated meeting before the election; second, on the night of the election.
There is nothing in the Constitution which authorizes an election after the first
stated meeting in December, except to fill vacancies, as provided by section 2 of
said article VII. In the case cited there was no vacancy. The term of office of the
officers of the Camp at that time did not expire until the first meeting in January;
nor did they expire until their successors, respectively, had been elected and in
stalled. One duly elected at the first stated meeting in December is not an officer.
If he declines, said declination does not create a vacancy in any offico; it simply
makes it incumbent upon the Camp to elect some one else. If I am right in saying
snch declination does not create a vacancy, then said section 2 does not apply to
snch cases, and there is no law governing the same. If this be true, the command
ing officer, the Camp itself, or the commanding officer of the Division, can order an
election. In this instance the election was held by the Camp, that action approved
by you. and now the Camp appeals from your decision when you have simply ratified
what it did.
have treated this matter as regularly before me on appeal. It should have been
forwarded to you by the Captain of the Camp, and by you to these headquarters;
but. on account of the confusion likely to arise from further delay, I have passed
upon it as if properly before me, and you will please notify the Camp of my decision.

I

Decision XLIV. (J.-A. Gen. Op. XV.)
January 12, 1891.
Col. B. W. Biese. Commanding Alabama and Tennessee Div., Chattanooga. Tenn.
Dear Colonel
return herewith the proceedings, findings and sentence of Bro.
B_ G. Tyler, of Camp No. 6 of your Division, together with a copy of the JudgeAdvocate General's opinion, which meets my approval, and the proceedings, findings
and sentence are approved, and yon will proceed to carry the sentence of the court
into effect.
''
call your attention to the last clause of the opinion of the Judge-Advocate Gen
eral, to the effect that where an adjournment is had in the absence of the accused,
notice of the adjournment should be given to the accused, and proof thereof incor
porated in the record.

-I

I

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

40

Decision XLV.
January 13. 1831.
E. B. White. Commanding Camp No. H, Kansas Dir., Independence, Kas.
Deak Sib and Bbotbeb — I have your favor of January 10th. The proposition
stated by you is as follows: Two brothers applied to your Camp for membership by
transfer card. You decided that regular applications should accompany the cards,
Constitution, Rules and Regu
and you cite section 1, article III, chapter II, page
lations, in support of your decision.
If the Camp appealed from your decision, the appeal should have been trans
mitted to the Colonel commanding the Division, as. under our law. Camps cannot
appeal to the Commander-in-Chief from the ruling of Captain, but must appeal to
the Colonel.
However,
come through reg
give you my decision as would had
ular channels, to wit: Your ruling
right. The law says that brothers may be
admitted by card "by
three-fourths vote after his name has been proposed, re
ferred, and reported upon, as in the case of an applicant for membership."
a

is

I

I

it

a

!),

Capt.

a

(

Decision XLVI.
J.-A. Gen. Op. XVII.)
January 19, 1891.
Lieut. Col. Willliam H. Wyker, Commanding New York Dir., Goshen, N. Y.
Deak Colonel — Enclosed find the papers in the proceedings, findings and sen
tence of the court-martial for the trial of Bro. Bert M. Hicks. Camp No. 81, your
Division, together with a copy of the Judge-Advocate General's opinion.
This brother is charged with embezzlement of Camp funds, and with conduct
member and officer in his relations to the Order, and was found guilty
unbecoming
on both charges, and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from the Order.
These proceedings are approved, and you will proceed to carry the sentence into
effect.

Decision

XLVII.

(J.-A.

Gen. Op.

January

XVIII.)

19,

1891.

Dir., Maiden. Mass.
Deak Colonel — inclose the proceeding, findings and sentence in the courtof your Division.
martial of Brothers John J. McAndrews and others, Camp No.
These brothers are charged with disobedience of lawful orders, and conduct unbe
also inclose
coming members in their relation to the Order.
copy of the opin
ion of the Judge-Advocate General in regard to the same. The accused brothers are
Past Col. John J. McAndrews, Lieut. George C. Atkinson, Past Capt. William H.
Phillips, Lieut. George P. McDavit. Lieut. Charles A. Smiledge. and Brother James
A. Keown. The accused are found guilty of all the charges and specifications, and
are sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from the Order.
call your attention
to the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General, to the effect that the record fails to
show that Brother Charles A. Smiledge was served with notice of the trial, and that
he was not present.
If this irregularity can be cured, thnt is, by proof of service,
let the proof be made and attached to the record; in which event the proceedings,
As to
findings and sentence as to him will be approved; otherwise disapproved.
all the other brothers named, the proceedings, findings and sentence of the court
are approved, and you will proceed to carry the judgment of the court into effect.
Please advise me as to the action you take in regard to Brother Smiledge.

I

I

a

1

I

Col. W. A. Stevens, Commanding Massachusetts

a

a

a

a

I

if

I

Decision XLVIII.
January 20, 1891.
W. J. Inoir, Bloomfleld, N. J.
My Dear Sib -Your favor of the Kith inst. at hand.
know of no way by which
you can get into a Camp of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., unless you have been re
instated by the Camp which dropped you; and
you desire to be reinstated, you
should make application to the Camp for that purpose, and by paying the dues
which you owed at the time you were dropped,
have no doubt but that the Camp
will reinstate you, and give you
transfer card to enable you to join some other
Camp.
The proviso to the resolution adopted at the ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, in August last, reads as follows: "Provided, however, That no mem
member of Camp, shall be received into
ber of Post, who has previously been
membership by virtue hereof, unless such member shall have been in good standing
in the Camp of which he was last a member."
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So yon see you cannot come with yonr Post if it should come, unless you were in
good standing in the Camp in which you were formerly a member.
regret exceedingly that the Posts in New Jersey will not join our ranks. All
Sons of Veterans should be under one banner, and I sincerely hope that the Post
members in New Jersey will look at it in this way.
For myself, and the entire Camp
system, I think we have extended the "olive branch" to the Post system in good
faith, and we want them with us. We recognize they are Sons of Veterans, and the
stronger we can make one organization, the more weight we will have in promoting
the principles and objects which all sons of veterans should adhere to.

I

Decision XLIX.
January 22, 1891.
Col. D. E. Morris, Commanding Minnesota l>iv., Red Wing, Minn.
Deau Colonel — Your communication of the 20th inst. at hand.
You submit
for my decision officially the following question:
"Are Camps compelled to pay Divisions per capita tax on members who have
been dropped for the time they are on the dropped list? "
Your attention is respeotfuily called to Opinion LXV, page 66, of the Blue-Book,
which reads as follows:
"Dues stop when a member is dropped; therefore one year's dues is the amount
of his debt to the Camp."
It is well settled in all organizations like ours that dues cannot be charged
When a member is dropped, and applies for reinstate
against dropped members.
ment, he must pay the amount of his dues at the time he was dropped, and as the
Camp cannot charge him with dues from the time he was dropped until he is rein
stated, the Camp is not liable to pay per capita tax to Division headquarters for
the period during which the member was dropped.
Decision L.
Col. Geo. W. Gerhard, Commanding Pennsylvania

January
Div., Lock Haven, Penn.

26, 1891.

Deab Colonel — I have your favor of the 22d inst., with the appeal of John F.
Keynolds Camp No. 4. of your Division, from your order requiring the Captain of
that Camp to give a bond as required by your Division by-laws, and, in deciding
this question, it is necessary to pass upon the validity of the action of your Divi
sion in adopting such by-law. After due consideration of all the questions raised
by the Camp, I am fully convinced that there is but one point raised which is at all
doubtful.
The Camp says, that these Division by-laws were not approved by the
Commander-in-Chief, and your communication of the 22d inst. would indicate that
this is correct. I wrote you on the 16th inst., that, in my judgment, these by-laws
were valid. Such is my opinion now. Article XII, page 29, Constitution, Rules and
Regulations, provides that Division Encampments may adopt by-laws subject to the
approval of the Commander-in-Chief, and not inconsistent with the Constitution,
Rules and Regulations.
There is nothing in your by-laws relating to bonds repug
nant to our law.
Another point raised by the Camp is, that your Division is not incorporated, and
that the bond, by reason of this, would be inoperative.
This is no affair of the
Camps. The Division requires the Captains to give bonds, and it is very proper
that commanding officers of Camps should give bonds; while the Captain does not
have the custody of all Camp property in contemplation of our law, yet, as a matter
of fact, in almost all Camps the Captain does have charge and control of Camp
property^ and many provisions to our law indicate that it was the intention of the
law-makers that the Captain should be responsible for Camp property; indeed, the
obligation of the Captain at the time of his installation requires him to turn over to
his successor all the property of the Camp in his possession, etc., and I see no rea
son why Divisions may not require Captains to give bonds for the faithful discharge
of their duties.
The proceedings of your Division Encampment disclose the fact that this by-law
was adopted by a unanimous vote. Assuming that it was not approved by my prede
cessor, to prevent any further questions in regard to the matter, the same is hereby
approved. and you will require Captains of Camps in your Division to give bonds
as required by the laws of your Division.
The defect in the proceedings, so far as
the approval is concerned, being now cured, the appeal of Camp No. 4 is dismissed.
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LI.

Decision

January

26, 1891.

A. Stevens, Commanding Massachusetts Div.. Maiden, Mass.
Deab Colonel — Your inquiry as to whether or not Camps should approve court-

Col. W.

martial proceedings is somewhat indefinite, but I understand the law to be as follows:
If the Camp orders the court-martial, the court should make its report to the Camp
If ordered by the Captain, the report should be made to him for his
for approval.
If ordered by higher authority, the Camp and Camp officers have nothing
approval.
whatever to do with it. If the Camp or Captain refuses to pass upon the courtmartial proceedings, or disapprove them, they should be forwarded to the Colonel
of the Division for review, and an appeal will lie from the decision of the Camp or
Captain, as in other matters; and Camp and Camp officers cannot defeat or prevent
the judgment of the court-martial being carried into effect by refusing to pass upon
the proceedings.
They may approve or disapprove, as their judgment dictates; but
they have no right to refuse to act, and, if their action is unwarranted, it should be
corrected by the commanding officer of the Division.
Decision

J.

LII.

March

10, 1891.

Coates, Commanding Nebraska Dir., Omaha, Neb.
Dkau Colonel — have your favor of February 23d, together with the appeal of
Captain Sidney L. Willson, of Camp No. 2 of your Division, from your order sus
pending said Camp because of its failure to send in its reports for the quarter
have
ending September 30, 1890, and to pay per capita tax at the same time.
carefully examined all the papers in the case. The record shows that this Camp is
Your action is under
delinquent for reports and per capita tax since June 30, 1890.
Col. Frank

I

I

and by virtue of section 4, article VII. chapter III, Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions. The principal reason urged by the appellant against your action is the fact
that "he and his Camp did not know, until the receipt of General Orders, No. 12
(which was received by him at the same time your Division Order No. 10 was re
ceived), of the action of the Commandery-in-Chief at its last session, concerning the
adoption of said section i."
This is not sufficient reason for reversing your action. Constitution, Rules and
Regulations provide for making quarterly reports, and this Camp is delinquent long
prior to issuance of your order.
I am unable to find anything in the record which will justify the reversal of your
action, and it is therefore sustained.
I cannot promulgate this decision, however,
without suggesting that in that spirit of Friendship. Charity and Loyalty, which we
are all obliged to observe, you should request this Camp to pay its dues, make its
reports, and reinstate it ; and in the same spirit the Camp should act. If we are to
be governed by the spirit disclosed in the appeal of Captain Willson, wherein he
" his
says that
Camp will never be revived and no other Camp organized in his
city" under certain circumstances, then we are unworthy the name of Sons of Vet
erans, and I trust you will exercise all your influence, and that the Camp will meet
you in the same spirit, for the good of the Order. You will forthwith transmit a
copy of this decision to Captain Willson.
Decision

LIU.

A. Stevens, Commanding Massachusetts
Deab Colonel — Under date of February

Col. W.

March 10, 1891.
Die, Maiden. Mass.
25, Camp No. 3. of your Division asks

decision upon the following facts:
"This Camp was mustered into the Earp Order, June 3, 1882. It was chartered
in the Sons of Veterans, D. S. A., February, 1885.
The Camp feels that this charter
should be changed to June 3, 1882."
This cannot be done.
There is no authority for such proceedings. Under our
law, charters cannot be dated prior to muster into our organization.
a

Decision LIV. (J.-A. Gen. Op.
Gen. Henry Froze*, Cleveland, Ohio.

XIX.)

March

10, 1891.

Deab Genebal — Referring to your communication of January l(i, in which the
questions set forth in Opinion XIX of the Judge-Advocate General (a copy of which
is herewith transmitted ), I concur in the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General, and
such is my decision.

DECISIONS BY COMltANDEB-IN-CHIEF.
Decision

LV.

43
March

11, 1891.

Col. Fred V. Wood, Commanding California Div., Oakland, Cal.
Deab Colonel — have your favor of the 2d of February, which came during
have just returned.
my absence.
In regard to appeal of Lieutenant Colonel Robinson, as shown by the abstract
of minutes of Col. E. D. Baker Camp No. 5, your Division^presents the following

I

I

questions:
I. A motion to adjourn was made before the regular order of business had been
finished as provided in the ritual.
and III. These propositions are embodied in the first.
This question is settled by my Decision XXIII, dated November 15, 1890, upon
an appeal from the Division of Missouri, in which I decided as follows: ''Camps
must be regularly opened and closed.
Camps officers are obliged to close their
Camps in due form." " Due form " means according to the ritual. The obligations
of Camp officers is in substance to support the Constitution, Rules and Regulations,
and. among other things, that he will not close the Camp without going through the
regular order of business.
The obligation thus taken by a Camp officer is a higher and greater law than
the general rules of order, and it is the duty of the Camp officer to go through the
After that is done the Camp may be engaged in some
regular order of business.
miscellaneous business, and then when a motion is made to adjourn it is the duty of
the presiding officer to close the meeting of the Camp. The appeal of Colonel Rob
inson is therefore sustained.

II

»

Decision LVI.
March 12, 1891.
Col. John W. Newton, Commanding Indiana Div., Winchester, Ind.
Deab Colonel — I have your favor of January 26, which came during my ab
sence, together with the appeal of certain members of John C. Fremont Camp No.
149, of your Division, from your decision holding valid a certain election held in said
Camp for the office of Captain therein to fill vacancy, which election was held April
8, 1890. and subsequently, to wit, November 25, 1890, the matter again came up in
the Camp, the claim being made that inasmuch as the Quartermaster Sergeant of
the Camp was not present at the time of election, that the Camp Council was not in
session, that no list of the members of the Camp had been made who were eligible to
vote, as required by the Constitution, that the election was illegal, and in support of
this claim Decision XXVIII, dated March 5, 1890, of Past Commander-in-Chief
Griffin, is cited.
I have carefully examined the record in this case, and am compelled to sustain
your decision holding the election valid.
The decision of Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin received the sanction of the
Commandery-in-Chief at St. Joseph, and the Blue-Book, containing this decision,
was adopted, and is a part of the law of our Order.
Personally, I do not think the position is well taken. With all due deference to
General Griffin, I think he went further than the provisions of the Constitution will
justify. The election must stand for this reason: It is not shown that any person
voted at this election who was not entitled to vote.
From all that appears, the elec
tion was fairly conducted. The record discloses notice to members of the Camp;
that the Captain elected at that time was duly installed, and that his title to the office
was not questioned for several months thereafter. The object of the provision of
the Constitution is: To provide for the election of officers, and then to provide the
method of election. I do not believe that the framers of our Constitution ever in
tended that officers- should be nominated one stated meeting before the election, and
that the same officers must be renominated the night of the election. The word "shall,"
as used in this provision of the Constitution, must be construed as it is in the statutes
of the several States of this country, and whether it is mandatory or directory must
be determined from the context.
I am of the opinion that the framers of the Con
stitution intended that nominations might be made at least one meeting before the
election and that other nominations might be made on the night of the election. I
do not believe that, where an election is fairly held by those having a right to vote,
a failure to make nominations, and a failure to have the list of eligible voters, and a
failure of the Camp Council to be in session, would invalidate such an election. I
am also clearly of the opinion that if these defects could be taken advantage of at
all, it could only be done by an objection to such an election, and an appeal there
from at the time it took place — at least such objection must be made prior to in
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stallation.
Your decision is therefore sustained, and you will notify the Camp
accordingly, giving the appellants the right to appeal from my decision to the
If such an appeal is taken, it must be returned through
Commandery-iu-Chief.
your headquarters to these headquarters, and it will be presented to the Commanderyin-Chief at its next session.
Decision

Col.

•

LVII.

March

14,

1891.

Frank J. Coates, Commanding Nebraska Dir., Omaha, Neb.
Deab Colonel — Grand Island Camp No. 81, of your Division, appeals from your

action in submitting the question of holding a field Encampment of your Division
to the Division Council, and the action of the Division Council thereon.
Several matters are presented in the brief of the attorney for the appellant which
have no bearing upon the case.
The sole question presented by this appeal is:
The Division Encampment, upon certain terms, voted to hold the next annual
meeting of your Division at Grand Island. You saw fit, for reasons which were suf
ficient and satisfactory to you, to submit to the Division Council the question as to
whether the Encampment should be held at another time and place.
When the Di
vision Encampment was located at Grand Island, it was understood that Grand IBland Camp were to entertain the Encampment, and to furnish music, etc. The
details of this understanding are immaterial.
I am clearly of the opinion that the action of the Colonel in convening the Divi
sion Council, and the action of the Division Council in changing the time and place
of holding the Encampment, was legal.
The appeal is therefore overruled.
You will please transmit to the appellant, through Brother J. B. Bartholomew, its
attorney, the papers relating to the appeal, with a copy of this decision. This ap
peal should have been transmitted through your headquarters, but in order that the
question may be speedily settled, I have acted upon it as though it had been regu
larly transmitted.
Decision

LVIII.

March

16, 1891.

Col. Fred. V. Wood, Commanding California Dir., (Jakland, Cal.
Deak Colonel — I have Jour favor of the 10th inst., together with the appeal of
Fair Oaks Camp No. 15, of your Division.
The facts in this case are as follows:
Camp No. 15 asked the following question: "Is the voting sign of the Order, as
prescribed in the ritual, intended to be used on all occasions where a vote is taken,
with the exception of a secret or written vote, or is it in order to call for the ayes
and nays f "
You say you declined to give your opinion, and referred the Camp to your Judge-

Advocate.
The appeal of Camp No. 15 is sustained. It is the duty of the Colonel, when such
He may, if he desires, ask the ad
questions are submitted to him, to decide them.
vice of the Judge Advocate, but he is not bound to follow it.
The Judge Advocate
cannot give any official decisions in the Division.
He is the legal adviser of the
Colonel, Division Council, and the Division Encampment when it is in session; but
the Colonel must decide unless the Division Encampment is in session, and from his
decision, or the decision of the Encampment, an appeal lies to the Commander inChief, and from that official to the Commandery-in-Chief.
Camps' should, under no
circumstances, ask opinions from the Judge Advocate, but should pursue the course
taken by Camp No. 15. You will therefore transmit a copy of this decision to Camp
No. 15, and also give your official decision upon the question submitted.

*

Decision

LIX.

Col. E. D. Haze.n, Commanding West

March

Virginia

1(>, 1891.

Din., Parkersburgh. W. Va.

Deab Colonel —Your favor of the 12th inst.. with communication from the Cap
tain of Camp No. 29 of your Division, received.
The question submitted for my decision is as follows: "Is an illegitimate son of
a veteran, who comes within the provisions of the eligibility clause of the Sons of
Veterans, U. S. A., in all other respects, eligible to membership in our Order?"
I do not find the words "legitimate" or "illegitimate" in our Constitution and
Laws. The sous of honorably discharged soldiers, who served in the Union army
during the Civil War of 18Gl-'65, are eligible to membership, except as provided in
section 1, article V, chapter I, of the Constitution.
The person referred to in the communication from Camp No. 29 is said to be an

'

9
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illegitimate son, but it is conceded that he is a son of a veteran. If he is worthy he
He is not responsible for his birth, not responsible for the fact
should be admitted.
that he is an illegitimate son, not responsible for the illicit intercourse of his parents,
not responsible for the fact that his mother " loved not wisely but too well," and that
fraternity we teach and boast of should lead us to ignore the fact that this young
If, as above stated, he is in all other respects worthy,
man was born out of wedlock.
this fact does not make him unworthy.
Decision LX.
March 19, 1891.
John W. Newton, Commanding Indiana Div., Winchester, Ind.
Deab Colonel — I have your favor of the 14th inst. You say: "In this Division
there is a son of a veteran soldier who is blind in both eyes. Is he eligible to become
a member of a Camp?
He has made application for membership, and I have been
asked to decide the matter as to eligibility.
am undecided about the matter."
Most assuredly he is eligible. There is nothing in the Constitution, Rules and
Regulations of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., that prohibits the sous of those soldiers
or sailors named therein from becoming members of our Order simply because "they
are blind in both eyes;" and if this young man is worthy, so much the more reason
why you should muster him, and stand by him in that spirit of Friendship, Charity
and Loyalty which our obligation requires.
Col.

I

Decision LXI.
April 11, 1891.
Col. Thomas H. Edmond, Commanding New Jersey Div., Trenton, N. J.
Deab Colonel — I have your favor of the 3d of April, together with an appeal of
Past Capt. H. J. Endlich, of Hooker Camp, your Division, from the action of the
Division Encampment and Colonel of the Division.
The facts are as follows: "Brother Sparks was nominated for the office of Major
He was not present at the Encampment, owing to the fact that his
of the Division.
wife was then lying dead at his home.
The brother not being present to accept the
office, and to be installed, Colonel Perkins, commanding the Division, decided that
This ruling was sustained by the Division Encamp
he could not be legally elected.
ment."
I think the ruling and decisions correct. However much our hearts should go
out in sympathy to our bereaved brothers, we are compelled to be governed in our
deliberations by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations of the Order. It is true,
that under our law, any brother in good standing in his Camp is eligible to any office
But these provisions must be construed in the light of other pro
in the Division.
visions, and in obedience to well-established customs of the Order. It has never
been held that one not present could be elected to office in the Division or Commandery-in-Chief meetings, unless he were present to accept and be installed into
the office. All elective Division and Commandery-in-Chief officers must be installed.
Any other ruling would frequently result in election of absent brothers, who could
not and would not accept the office, and would work great and irreparable injury
and damage.
For these reasons, the rulings of the Colonel and the Division Encampment are
sustained.
Decision LXI (modified).
April 13, 1891.
Col. Thomas H. Edmond, Commanding New Jersey Div., Trenton, N. J.
Deab Colonel — The Adjutant General informs me that the facts in regard to
the election of Brother Sparks as Major of your Division in his absence are not prop
erly stated in Decision LXI. The record before me differs from the report made to
the Adjutant Qeneral. The fact appears now to be that Colonel Perkins decided
that Brother Sparks could be elected in his absence, and that the Encampment sus
tained the Colonel's decision.
From the appeal presented to me, I was of the opinion that Colonel Perkins had
decided that one could not be elected to a Division office in his absence, and the
Camp sustained Colonel Perkins. With that understanding I sustained the action
of the Colonel and the Encampment. As the records of the Adjutant General's office
show the contrary, as above stated, for the reasons stated in Decision LXI, the de
cision of Colonel Perkins and of the Encampment is overruled.
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LXII.
April 17, 1891.
A. Stevens, Commanding Massachusetts Dir., Maiden, Mass.
Deab Colonel — Your favor of the 14th inst. to General Herod has been referred
to rue. You ask: "Has a Camp the power to adopt and wear light-bine trousers and
white chevrons without obtaining permission from Colonel commanding Division?"
The uniform for officers and members is prescribed by article IX, ohapter XV,
Decision

Col. W.

Section 6, page 55, is the only
page 53, of the Constitution. Rules and Regulations.
authority for the Colonel to grant dispensations in regard to the uniform, and with
out such dispensation,
am of the opinion that Camps have no right to adopt and
wear any uniform except that prescribed by article IX.

I

Decision

LXIII.

April

20, 1891.

Commanding Illinois Div.. Springfield, III.
Deab Colonel — iour favor of the 14th inst. at hand.
You say: "'A brother with
a valid transfer card from his Camp seeks admission into another Camp shortly
after receiving the same, and is rejected, in accordance with article III, section 1,
Is it right and just that a member of the Order, be
page 9, Camp Constitution.
cause of his rejection by a Camp, be black-listed and his name entered on the blackbook of the Camp rejecting him, and also entered on all the black-books of the
Division? "
I am inclined to think that the name of a brother thus rejected should be placed
upon the black-book of the Camp rejecting him, but I do not believe that he should
be published in Division Orders.
You will observe that by section 2, article IV, page 10, that a brother holding a
transfer card may become a member of any Camp upon presentation of his card
within one year from the date of its issue: and until he becomes a member of some
other Camp within the year, for the purposes of discipline, he is under the jurisdic
tion of the Camp which granted the transfer card; and at the end of a year, if the
card has not been deposited in another Camp, it operates as an honorable discharge.
The law is defective in this: Provision should be made that when a brother hold
ing a transfer card makes application for membership in another Camp and is re
jected, his transfer card should be held by the Camp thus rejecting him, and notice
sent to the Camp from which the transfer was issued.
However, such is not the law now, and in view of the fact that the transfer card
may become an honorable discharge, the holder of it, if rejected by a Camp, should
not be published in Division Orders as having been rejected.
Col. Geo. B. Stadden,

Decision

J.

LXIV.

April

22, 1891.

Commanding Ohio IHv., Malvern, Ohio.
Deab Colonel — Your favor of the 20th inst. received.
The proposition stated
by you is as follows: "If application for membership has been received for admis
sion to membership by muster, the required fee having accompanied the application;
the same having been read and referred to an investigating committee; the investi
gating committee, at the next regular meeting of the Camp, report favorably on
the application; the report is read by the First Sergeant: the Captain gives an op
portunity to any brother having any objections to the election of the applicant to
state the same; no objections are stated by any one; the ballot is then ordered in
the regular way; the same results in the applicant receiving enough black balls in
all votes cast to reject him, the same having been cast by brothers who have a per
sonal grudge against the applicant.
"Question: Will the Constitution, Rules and Regulations of the Order of the Sons
of Veterans, U.S.A., under these circumstances justify the Captain in declaring the
applicant rejected, or will it not justify him in declaring the applicant elected?"
The Captain must declare the applicant rejected.
Brothers having objections to
candidates for muster are not obliged to state their objections, and it is their privi
lege and duty to vote as they deem best for the interest of the Order, and when they
exercise that right, neither the Captain nor Camp has a right to challenge their mo
tives, and, if a sufficient number of black balls is cast to reject the candidate, the
Captain must so declare the result.
Col. Chas.

Deckman,

Decision LXV.
H. H. Hammer, Adjutant Pennsylvania Dir., Reading, Penn.

May

1, 1891.

Deab Sib and Bbothee — I have your favor of the 24th ult. You ask: "Is it
proper for the officers of a Camp uniformed, but not equipped, to wear side arms?
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Also, is it proper for Division officers to wear side arms in Divisions uniformed, but
"
as a body not equipped ?
I answer both these questions in the affirmative.
Decision LXVI.
May 1, 1891.
Lieut. Col. W. H. Wyker, Commanding New York Div., Goshen, N. Y.
Deab Colonel — I have the appeal of Col. E. D. Baker Camp No. 28, of your
Division, from your action in disapproving certain provisions in the by-laws adopted
Section 2, article V, as adopted, reads as follows: "Sec. 2. Any com
by this Camp.
rade receiving tickets belonging to this Camp, for the purpose of selling the same
for the benefit of the Camp, for any entertainment, ball or reception, shall make
returns therefor within a specified time (to be designated by the Camp), and in the
event of any comrade failing so to do, an amount equal to the value of the tickets
shall be charged to his account as dues."
You amend the section so as to read as follows: "Sec. 2. Any comrade receiving
tickets belonging to this Camp, for the purpose of selling the same for the benefit
of the Camp, for any entertainment, ball or reception, shall make returns therefor
within a specified time (to be designated by the Camp I, and in the event of any
comrade failing so to do, shall have charges preferred against him immediately."
You assign as a reason for the amendment and disapproving the original, that
the section as adopted by the Camp is unconstitutional.
From this decision the
Camp appeals. Your decision is sustained. I think the section as adopted by the
It is in the nature of punishment for an offense, and the
Camp is unconstitutional.
Constitution. Rules and Regulations providing for courts-martial prescribe punish
ment, and no punishment can be inflicted except in pursuance of the judgment of a
court-martial.
Decision

LXVII.

May 4, 1891.
Commanding Illinois Div., Springfield, III.
Deab Colonel — have a communication from Adjutant Abels, of your Divi
sion, asking my decision upon the following proposition:
Is a member of the Di
vision Council (elective), who has removed from one State to another, eligible to
hold the office of member of the Division Council in the Division from which he has
removed, although still retaining his membership in such Division?
If an elective officer of the Division absents himself from the Division more than
30 days without leave of absence from the Commander-in-Chief, he should be so re
ported, and in such cases I think the Commander-in-Chief has the power to declare
the office vacant. See section 3, article XXI, page 66, Constitution, Rules and Reg
ulations. The fact that the officer so absent without leave retains his membership
in a Camp in the Division of which he was an elective officer, makes no difference.
Col. O. B. Siadden,

I

Decision LXVIII. (J.-A. Gen. Op. XX.)
May 23, 1891.
E. D. Morris, Commanding Minnesota Div., Red Wing, Minn.
Deab Colonel — Upon receipt of the proceedings, findings and sentence of the
court-martial for the trial of Bro. Sam. E. Pumpelly, of Camp No. 54 of your Divi
sion. I referred the same to the Judge-Advocate General, a copy of whose opinion is
hereto attached.
concur fully in the opinion of the Judge- Advocate General. The proceedings,
findings and sentence are set aside, in accordance with that opinion.
If Camp No. 54 desires to further prosecute this case, the further proceedings
should be in accordance with the recommendations of the Judge-Advocate General.
Col.

I

Decision LXIX. (J.-A. Gen. Op. XXI.)
May 23, 1891.
H. J. Kline, Commanding Missouri Div., St. Joseph, Mo.
Deab Colonel — Upon reoeipt of the proceedings, findings and sentence of the
court-martial for the trial of Bro. J. B. Rice, of Camp No. 162 of your Division, I
referred the same to the Judge-Advocate General for his opinion, a copy of which is
hereto attached.
I have fully examined the proceedings, and concur in the opinion of the JudgeAdvocate General. This brother is charged with indecent conduct toward the daugh
ter of a Comrade of the Grand Army of the Republic, and a sister of one of the
Col.
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members of that Camp. He is also charged with violation of his obligation at the
time of his muster. The accused was found guilty, and sentenced to be dishonorably
discharged from the Order.
The proceedings, findings and sentence are approved, and the accused is dishon
orably discharged from the Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

LXX.

J.-A.

Gen. Op. XXII.)
May 23, 1891.
Commanding Ohio Div., Malvern, Ohio.
Deab Colonel, — Upon receipt of the proceedings, findings and sentence of the
court-martial for the trial of Brother Harry K. Toland, of Camp No. 46 of your Divi
sion, I referred the same to the Judge-Advocate General for his opinion, a copy of
which is hereto attached.
While
The accused is charged with "retaining money belonging to the Camp."
this charge is not strictly in conformity with the article of our Constitution relating
to discipline, it is sufficient.
The evidence fully sustains the finding of guilty, and the sentence that the ac
cused be dishonorably discharged from the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., is approved.

Decision

Col. Chas.

J.

(

Dechnian,

«
May 28, 1891.
Decision LXXI. (J.-A. Gen. Op. XXIII.)
Col. H. 0. Bixby, Commanding Vermont Div., Chelsea, Vt.
Deab Colonel — Upon receipt of the proceedings, findings and sentence of the
court-martial for the trial of Brother Willis M. Williams, of Camp No. 13 of your Di
vision. I referred the same to the Judge-Advocate General for his opinion, a copy of
which is hereto attached.
You will observe that the record does not show service of notice upon the ac
If he was served with notice, have the record corrected to show that fact,
cused.
If no such notice
and return the corrected record to me, when it will be approved.
was given, then, of course, I cannot approve the proceedings.

Decision

LX XII.

(J.-A. Gen. Op. XXIV.)

May 23,

1891.

Col. F. D. Eddy, Commanding Michigan Div., Lowell, Mich.

Deab Colonel
Upon the receipt of the proceedings, findings and sentence of
the court-martial of the trial of Bro. Marion Portress, of Camp No. 29 of your Divi
sion, I referred the same to the Judge-Advocate General for his opinion, a copy of
which is hereto attached.
This brother was charged with conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to
the Order, and also with embezzlement of Camp funds.
I have carefully examined the proceedings, and fully concur in the opinion of

the Judge-Advocate General.
The proceedings, findings and sentence are therefore approved, and the accused
is dishonorably discharged from the Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

May 23, 1891.
Decision LXXIII. (J.-A. Gen. Op. XXV.)
Col. Chas. F. Morrison, Commanding Montana Div., Fori Keogh, Mont.
Deab Colonel — Upon receipt of the proceedings, findings and sentence of the
court-martial for the trial of Bro. L. A. Webster, of Camp No. 8 of your Division, I
referred the same to the Judge-Advocate General for his opinion, a copy of which is
hereto attached.

This brother was charged with the commission of a scandalous crime against the
laws of the land, and was sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from the Order.
I have rjarefully examined the record, and concur in the opinion of the Judge-Ad
vocate General.
The proceedings, findings and sentence are therefore approved, and the accused
is dishonorably discharged from the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.
Decision

LXXIV.

(J.-A.

Gen. Op.

XXVI.)

Col. Chas. F. Morrison, Commanding Montana Div., Fort Keogh,

May

23, 1891.

Mont.

Deab Colonel — Upon receipt of the proceedings, findings and sentence of the
court-martial for the trial of Bro. G. L. Short, of Camp No. 8 of your Division, I re
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ferred the same to the Judge-Advocate General for his opinion, a copy of which is
hereto attached.
The accused is charged with obtaining money under false pretenses, and with
having borrowed money of friends under the guise of friendship, never intending to
repay the same. He is also charged with having deserted his wife and leaving her
without any^neans of support.
The accused was found guilty and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from
the Order.
I have carefully examined the proceedings, and the findings and sentence of the
court are approved, and the accused is hereby dishonorably discharged from the
Order of Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A.
Decision LXXV.
May 28, 1891.
( J.-A. Gen. Op. XXVII.)
Capl. Wilson B. Strong, New York City.
Deab Sib and Bbotheb — Upon receipt of your communication of the 5th inst.,
I referred the matter to the Judge-Advocate General for his opinion, a oopy of which
is hereto attached.
concur in the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General, for the reasons stated by
him.

I

Decision LXXVI. ( J.-A. Gen. Op. XXVIII.)
June 10, 1891.
Lieut. Col. W. H. Wyker, Commanding New York Div., Qoshen, N. Y. .
Dbab Sib and Bbotheb
Owing to some doubt I entertained as to the effect o
the sentence against Col. George Addington, late Colonel of your Division, before
passing upon it. I have taken time to examine the question fully, as well as to ask
the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General thereon.
I am now fully convinced that, under the provisions of section 3, article VI, chapter
V. page 50, of Constitution, Rules and Regulations, the conviction of Colonel Ad
dington operates as a forfeiture of "all honors and privileges of past rank."
Such
being my decision, it will be promulgated in next General Orders.
In making the roll of membership of Past Captains and Past Colonels in your
Division, you will omit therefrom the name of Past Col. George Addington, and all
other past rank, if any he may hold, which would, in the absence of his conviction
and this decision, entitle him to a seat in the meetings of your Division.
Decision L.XXVII.
July 17, 1891.
John R. Neely, Commanding Maryland Dir., Washington, D. C.
Dbab Colonel — Your favor of the 13th inst., together with the appeal of Capt. John
D. Powell, of Camp No. 25 of your Division, from your decision upon the application
of one Judd Malvin for membership in said Camp 25, is received.
The applicant, as the record submitted to me shows, is forty years of age. He is
the son of Gen. Robert Anderson, of Fort Sumpter fame.
You decide that he is not
eligible on the ground that he was "born out of wedlock" — that he is the "illegiti
mate" son of General Anderson. I do not concur in your opinion for the following
Col.

reasons:

The preamble of our Constitution, Rules and Regulations recites that, " We, the
undersigned, lineal descendants of soldiers, sailors, and marines, who served in the
army and navy of the United States," etc. The eligibility clause of the Constitution,
to wit, article V, page 5, says: "The sons, not less than 18 years of age, of deceased
or honorably discharged soldiers, sailors, or marines, who served in the Union army
or navy during the Civil War of 1861-'65, shall be eligible to membership."
I
kuow of no provision of our law which will justify your decision. "The applicant
is a man of good moral character;" an officer in the National Guards of the District
of Columbia; a clerk in one of the Government departments; "would be an orna
"
ment and benefit to the Camp
all this admitted by the record — the son of a brave
soldier and a gallant officer, who served in the Union army and was retired therefrom
after having served more than 38 years.
In my judgment he is clearly within the
provisions of our law. and ought to be admitted to membership, and to keep him
out because of the indiscretion of his father, and because his mother "loved not
wisely but too well," would be a gross injustice to him. We teach Friendship. Char
ity, and Loyalty. The applicant in this case is not an applicant for charity, nor an
object of charity, but it wquld be a most uncharitable act to close our doors against

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

50

him, in view of the facts and circumstances presented by this record. Entertaining
these views, with the same sincerity which I accord to yon,
am compelled to sus
tain the appeal and overrule your decision. Should you adhere to your opinion, it
will give me pleasure to present your appeal from this decision to the Commanderv-

I

in-Chief.

LXXVIII.
July 24. 1891.
.
H. Edmond, Commanding New Jersey Div.. Trenton, N. J.
Deab Colonel - -Your communication, with request of McClellau Camp No. 87, of
Decision

Col. Thomas

your Division, for an offioial decision upon the following question received: "A sol
dier enlisted during the war under his mother's maiden name, and was discharged
from the service under that name. His discharge shows that he served honorably
Is a son of such a soldier eligible to membership in
and faithfully during the war.
the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.?"
Yes, if otherwise qualified according to article V, page 5, Constitution. Rules and
Regulations. His father is eligible to membership in the Grand Army of the Repub
lic. ( See Grand Army Blue-Book, Decision VIII, S. S. B„ p. 1R7.)

LXXIX.
July 24. 1891.
H. Edmond, Commanding New Jersey Die, Trenton, N. J.
Deab Colonel — Your communication of the 18th inst. at hand, containing
Decision

Col. Thomas

re

quest of Camp No. 11 of your Division for an official decision upon the following
question:
"Is a Past Captain who had, after serving a term as Captain, been dropped from
the rolls for non-payment of dues and having been reinstated in due form, entitled
to the honors of that position, unless again elected Captain?"
A brother who is dropped from the rolls ceases to be a member of the Order, and
he cannot again become a member except by virtue of the provisions of article IV,
When
chapter V, and article II, chapter II, Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
dropped he loses all rank, present and past, and all honors and privileges. When
It
such a person is again admitted to the Order he comes like any other applicant.
seems to me, therefore, that Past Captains ajid other past officers who are dropped for
non-payment of dues and thereafter reinstated are not entitled to the honors and
privileges of past rank by virtue of any service prior to the date they were dropped.
October 20, 1890, official Decision XIV was given to the Adjutant of the Pennsyl
vania Division, as follows:
" The mere suspension of a Past Captain does not carry with it 1degradation from
office.'
Penalties are of five grades, as found in section 1, article VI, page 49, Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations, so that if a past officer is merely suspended for
any reason, as for non-payment of dues, or even by sentence of court-martial, and
thereafter reinstated to membership, he would be entitled to past honors, unless by
the judgment of a court-martial, duly approved, he was deprived of his office as
part of the punishment. Under no circumstances would suspension for non-payment
of dues carry with it loss of past rank, and upon being reinstated by his Camp,
when suspended for non-payment of dues, he would be entitled to all privileges of
past rank."
The distinction between these two decisions lies in the fact that suspension is a
temporary matter, and a brother while suspended is still a member of the Order, and
when a member is dropped he ceases to be a member of the Order.'
June 10. 1891, I made an official decision as to the construction of section 3,
article VI, chapter V, page 50, of Constitution, Rules and Regulations, the same be
ing Decision LXXVI, to the effect that conviction by court-martial operates as a
forfeiture of all honors and privileges of past rank.
In so far as Decision XIV conflicts with Decision LXXVI. Decision XIV is re
voked.
Decision LXXX. (J.-A. Gen. Op. XXIX.)
August 18, 1891.
H. M. Rebele, Commanding Pennsylvania Die, Allegheny City. Penn.
Deab Colonel — I have the honor to return herewith the record, proceedings,
findings and sentence of the court-martial for the trial of Bro. C. M. Cott, of Camp
No. 102 of your Division, together with a copy of the Judge-Advocate General's
opinion relating to the same. The charges against the brother are fully set forth in
The
the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General. I fully concur in this opinion.
Col.
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record in this case was approved by Past Colonel McNulty, then Colonel, March 29,
The appeal was reoeived by me soon after I assumed the duties of this office,
1890.
This record is very volu
but the record was not received for some time thereafter.
minous, but has been carefully examined and considered, and the proceedings,
findings and sentence of the court are approved, and the. appeal of Brother Cott is
overruled.
Decision

LXXXI.

(J.-A.

Gen. Op.

August

XXX.)

Col. Leo W. Kenneday, Commanding Colorado Dir., Denver,

13, 1891.

Colo.

Deab Colonel -Your predecessor submitted a question to me for my official
decision, which was referred in the regular order to the Judge-Advocate General.
The question and the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General are fully set forth in a
copy of the opinion of that officer herewith transmitted.
I fully concur in the views expressed by the Judge-Advocate General.

Decision
Col. Edward

LXXXII.

(J.-A.

Gen. Op.

August

XXXI.)

C. Moran, Commanding Maine Div., Thomaston,

13, 1891.

Me.

Deab Colonel — I have the honor to return the proceedings in the court-martial
for the trial of Past Capt. Frank I. Bartlett, of Camp No. 3 of your Division, to
gether with a copy of the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General thereon. This
brother was charged with disobedience of orders, violation of the obligations taken
at the time of assuming the office of Captain, conduct unbecoming a member in his
relation to the order, and appropriation of Camp funds without authority, and was
found guilty of all these charges, and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from
the Order.
have carefully examined the whole record and the testimony, and fully concur
in the recommendation of the Judge-Advocate General.
The accused will therefore be dishonorably discharged from the Sons of Veterans,
U. 8. A., and you are directed to see that the proper reoords are made, in his Camp
and at Division headquarters, in regard to the same.

I

LXXXIII. ( J.-A. Gen. Op. XXXII.)
August 13, 1891.
K. Darling, Commanding Massachusetts Div., Fitchburg, Mass.
Deab Colonel — I have the honor to return the record of the proceedings of
Decision

Col. Chas.

the

court-martial for the trial of Bro. W. S. Bateman, of Camp No. 66 of your Division,
together with a copy of the opinion of the Judge-Advocate General in regard to the
same.

This, brother was charged with conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to
the Order, and was properly tried, the court finding him guilty of all the charges and
specifications, and sentencing him to be dishonorably discharged from the Order.
These proceedings were approved by your predecessor, and by me referred to the
Judge-Advocate General.
I fully concur in the opinion of the latter officer, and the proceedings, findings
and sentence of the court are approved, and you will see that the judgment of the
court is at once carried into effect.
Decision

LXXXIV.

(J.-A.

Gen. Op.

XXXIII.)

Col. Edward C. Moran, Commanding Maine Div., Thomaston,

I

August

13,

1891.

Me.

Deab Colonel — have the honor to return the proceedings, findings and sen
tence of the court martial for the trial of Bro. George N. Phelps, of Camp No. 18
of your Division, together with a copy of the opinion of the Judge-Advocate Gen
eral.
This brother was charged with conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to
the Order, and also with the crime of embezzlement.
He was found guilty, and sen
tenced to be dishonorably discharged from the Order.
I have carefully examined the record, and fully concur in the opinion of the
Judge-Advocate General.
You will therefore see that the sentence of the court is carried into effect at once.
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Decision LXXXV.
August 13, 1891.
(J.-A. Gen. Op. XXXIV.)
Col. W. R. Cooper, Commanding Alabama and Tennessee Dir., Knoxrille, Tenn.

Deab Colonel — I have the honor to return the proceedings, findings and sen
tence of the court-martial for the trial of Bro. E. C. Wilshire, of Camp No. 20 of your
Division, together with a copy of the Judge-Advocate General's opinion in the same.
This brother was charged with "attempting to divulge the grip."
I do not like
the language in this charge.
It does not seem to me to be sufficient under the Rules
and Regulations, and yet the testimony establishes the fact that the accused was
guilty of conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to the Order, and of violat
ing the obligation assumed at the time of his muster. The court found him guilty,
and sentenced him to be dishonorably discharged from the Order. The JudgeAdvocate General recommends that the findings and sentence be approved. With
some doubt, therefore, as to the sufficiency of the charge, but believing that the
testimony is sufficient, the findings and sentence of the court are approved, and you
will see that they are forthwith carried into effect.
Decision

LXXXVI.

August 13, 1891.
XXXV.)
Indiana Dir., Winchester, Ind.
Deae Colonel--I have the honor to return the proceedings, findings and sen
tence of the court-martial for the trial of Brother Thomas Dickerson, of Camp
No. 11 of your Division, together with a copy of the Judge-Advocate General's opin
ion thereon.
This brother was charged with violating paragraph 3, section 1, article VI,
The specification is that
chapter V, of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
The testi
the accused made an assault upon another citizen, with intent to kill.
mony taken by the court warrants the findings and sentence of dishonorable dis
charge from the Order. The proceedings are regular, and you will proceed forthwith
to carry the sentence into effect.
Col. John W. Newton,

Decision

(J.-A.

Gen. Op.

Commanding

LXXXVII.

Col. Geo. Van Houten,

August

13, 1891.

Com manding Iowa Dir., Lenox, loiua.

Deab Colonel - I have the honor to return the appeal of J. C. Thompson, of
Camp No. --, from the decision of your predecessor.
In my opinion, the decision of Colonel Pickett, is wrong, and the appeal must be
sustained, for the reasons that, under our law, the only order of business is prescribed
by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and the ritual: and Camp officers when
installed are obligated to execute and sustain the Constitution and by-laws, and to
faithfully discharge the duties of their respectiue offices; and the Captain is required
to obligate himself never to close his meeting without going through the regular or
The Rules and Regulations and the ritual are sufficient to enable
der of business.
any business pertaining to the Order to be transacted under proper headings, and
the solemn promise of Camp officers, in my judgment, requires them to go through
"the regular order of business."
'
For these reasons the appeal is sustained.
E. W. Kkackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I move the reference of this re
port to the proper committees, to wit, the Committee on Constitution, Rules and
Regulations, and the Committee on Officers' Reports, respectively, except as to
those portions and recommendations referring to the court-martials and the possi
ble appeals of George Addington and W. S. Payne, in regard to which I offer the
following resolution and move its adoption:
Resolri'd, That in conformity with recommendation No. 6 of the Commander-inChief, he be, and hereby is, authorized to appoint a committee of five on Grievances,
to whom shall be referred, without debate, all papers and appeals in relation to
Addington and Payne.
D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Commander, I seoond the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : The next business in order is the report of the Adju
tant General.
The Adjutant General submitted his report.

Col. L.

REPORT OF ADJUTANT GENERAL.
REPORT

OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL.

Headquabtebs
Gen. Leland
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Sons of Vetebanb. U. S. A.
Topeka, Kar., August 20, 1891.

Command eby-in-Chikp,

J.

Webb, Commander-in-Chief :
have the honor to hereby submit my report of the condition of the
Order of the Sons of Veterans, TJ. S. A., together with a statement of the transac
tion of the business of the Department of Adjutant General, for the past year.
During General Griffin's administration, many new records were prepared, chief
of which was a complete system of filing all decisions, records of courts-martial, and
documents necessary to be filed at Commandery headquarters. This system I have
endeavored to the best of my ability to carry out, and as a result, have on file all

Gesebal

--I

decisions, mustering-officers' reports, installing-officers' reports, rosters of Divisions,
and other papers that have come under the supervision of my department.
The correspondence necessary to carry on the business with the officials of thirtytwo Divisions is no little matter, yet I have endeavored to, with few exceptions,
answer every communication the day it was received, filing all such communications,
and keeping copies of every letter written in answer to the same. I have written
twenty-five hundred letters in answer to .about the same number of communications
received.
Applications have been approved for fi3K new Camps, every Division being rep
resented.
Two hundred and seven commissions, 660 charters, and 22 dispensations
have been issued during the year, and 25 trials by courts-martial have been recorded.
So many records having been provided during the last administration, I have
found it needful to procure only two permanent records for this Department, viz.:
One a roster of Camps for the continuance of the States of Alabama, Arkansas, Cal
ifornia, Colorado, Rhode Island, Tennessee, West Virginia, Wyoming, and for the
new Division of Oklahoma; the other a Record of Division Charters, in which to
Letters were written to the
properly transcribe every Division charter issued.
Colonels of each Division, asking for a certified copy of their charter, which elicited
the facts that the charters of the Divisions of Massachusetts, New Hampshire and
California had been destroyed, and that the Divisions of Oregon, Washington. Ar
kansas and Florida had never yet been given charters. Inquiries were immediately
set on foot as to the dates and charter membership of the Divisions of Massachu
setts. New Hampshire and California, and duplicate charters were issued to them.
New charters were issued to the Divisions of Oregon and Washington, and to the
new Division of Oklahoma, so that the only Divisions yet remaining whose charters
are not recorded at Commandery headquarters are Arkansas, Florida, and South
Dakota.
Ten General Orders, thirteen Special Orders, and three Circular Letters, copies of
which are embodied in my report [see pp. 71-94J, have been issued during the year.
quabtebly bepobts.
.

I submit herewitha

summary of Adjutants'

consolidated quarterly reports for

the quarters ending September 30, 1890, December 81, 1890, March 81, 1891, and
June 30, 1891, respectively. Complaints made at this time of the consolidated re
ports received from Adjutants may, in view of the fact that they have been made by
must say that the incorrectness, of my
every Adjutant General, be " chestnuts." yet
reports cannot altogether be laid at my door, for the reason that Adjutants have in

I

many instances submitted incorrect reports.
In order to remedy this evil, early in the year I prepared a circular of "Instruc
tions to Adjutants," which I think, if carefully obeyed, would obviate a great deal
of the difficulty. It is true, the fault in many instances lies with the Camp First
Sergeant, but if the first rule I have always given would be followed, viz., "Place
the membership of every Camp reported in good standing in the previous report in
the first column of the present report." the battle would almost be won in the be
ginning.
In addition to Tables Nos. 1, 2, 8, and 4, giving quarterly reports. I have ap
pended Table No. 5, comparing by Divisions the membership in good standing June
30. 1890, with that of June 30, 1891, together with the gains and losses and the per
cent, of gain or loss;
Table No. R, showing number of new Camps organized in the various Divisions,
by months, from September 1, 1890, to August 20, 1891, also giving number of re
cruits;
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Table No. 7, giving a comparative statement of the number of members in good
standing for the quarter ending June 30 of each year for the last three years;
Table No. 8, giving a roster of the Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels and Majors of
each Division, together with their addresses for the year 1891.
Table No. 9, giving the place and time of holding each of the Division Encamp
ments for the year 1891; and
Table No. 10 is a list of the Camps mustered during the year.
From Table No. 5 it will be learned that there were 52,896 members in good stand
This table also shows
ing June 30. 1890, and 54,510 in good standing June 30, 1891.
that 23 Divisions, as follows, have made gains during the year: Alabama and Ten
nessee, Arkansas, California. Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky,
Maine. Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, Washington, and Wiscon
sin: and 8 Divisions, as follows, have made losses: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Mis
souri. Montana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia.
The five Divisions making the greatest gains in membership are as follows: New
York, 2,239; Nebraska, 1,076: Massachusetts, 926: Kansas, 884; and Vermont, 303.
The gains in the first four Divisions are wonderful. New York only lacking 54 of
doubling her membership, and making 97.6 per cent, gain; Nebraska 41 more than
doubling her membership, and making 104 per cent.; Massachusetts making 22.2
per cent., with not a suspended Camp in last quarter's report; Kansas making 31.1
There were smaller Divisions, as shown by
per cent., and Vermont 25.8 per cent.
this table, whose gain in membership was not so large as these Divisions, yet their
The greatest gain
growth, as shown by the per cent, of gain, was creditable indeed.
per cent, made by any Division was that of Oregon — 133.9 per cent.; Nebraska sec
ond, with 104 per cent.; New York third, with 97.6 per cent.; Arkansas fourth, with
96.6 per cent.; and South Dakota fifth, with 91.8 per cent.
The net gain in membership during this year has been only 1,614, but the losses
in large Divisions like Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and Missouri have been so
great that it can easily be seen why the net gain is so small, there having been 10,814
If 2,099, the membership of new
members suspended for the past quarter alone.
Camps mustered since June 30, 1891, and 10,814, the number of members suspended
last quarter, be added to 54,510, the number of members in good standing as shown
by the report for last quarter, the number of members now in the Order is 67,423.
Illinois, having made a net loss of 2,497 members, or 31.4 per cent., is compelled to
yield the " on-top " pennant to Ohio, which, though first in membership, has made
Indiana comes third,
the second greatest loss, of 1,262 members, or 15.9 per cent.
with 877, or 24.3 per cent.; Michigan fourth, with 679, or 23.1 per cent.; and Missouri
fifth, with 498, or 21.2 per cent.
Table No. 7 shows a comparative statement of the number of members in good
It
standing for the quarter ending June 30 of each year, for the last three years.
seems to me this is a fairer way to make a comparison of the growth of the Order,
by administrations, than to make a comparison from the estimated number made
, up just prior to the annual meeting. To illustrate: Adjutant General Guilford, at
the Paterson meeting, reported 49,642 members in good standing, and Adjutant
General Bookwalter's quarterly report, made in one month from that time, shows
but 43,771 members in good standing. Adjutant General Bookwalter, at the St.
Joseph meeting, reported 62,413 members in good standing; yet my report, made
September 30, one month later, showed only 49,636 members in good standing, or
12,777 fewer members than were reported in good standing at the annual meeting.
It will be thus seen, that although the membership in good standing at this date, in
cluding the muster of 86 Camps and 2,099 members since June 30, is 56,609, the loss
by each quarter is so great, from suspension and otherwise, that the reports for the
next quarter will not, probably, show more members in good standing than were
shown for the quarter ending June 30, 1891.
MEMOBIAL

FUND.

On May 7th the Commander-in-Chief issued Circular Letters, No. 1 [see p. 93] to
the Colonels of Divisions, calling upon them for contributions to aid in the decora
tion of the graves of those who fell in battle and died in prison pens, and who are
buried in the South. These contributions were ordered sent to Department Com
mander Albert E. Sholes, Augusta, Georgia, and Camps were requested to notify the
Forty-eight Camps, from Divisions
Adjutant General of the amount contributed.
to the amount of $121.54: Massachusetts,
as follows, reported to me contributions
30 Camps; Illinois, 5 Camps; Connecticut, Minnesota, and Missouri. 3 each; Indiana,
2: Kansas and Maine, 1 each.
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BEOOMMENDATION.

Forms 3, application for membership; A, descriptive book; 26, Camp charter ap
plications: and 27, First Sergeant's quarterly reports, should all agree in form with
the new Division register of members, as the information on Form 3, giving history
of applicant for membership, father's record, etc., goes through all these forms.
Prior to this year no two of these were alike, and I have commenced the work of
changing these forms, that they all might agree with the permanent record at Divi
sion headquarters. So far only one has been made to agree, and that is Form 27,
First Sergeant's quarterly reports. I therefore reoommend that when new orders
are made for Forms 3, A, and 26, they be made to conform to Form 27.
CONCLUSION.

conclusion, I wish to tender you, General, my heartfelt thanks for the kind
It
treatment and courtesy you ha\se shown me in all our relations during this year.
has at all times been a pleasure to perform the arduous labors of this office, feeling
have put forth have been at all times appreciated by you. I
that the efforts that
shall ever remember our pleasant relations while associated together in the work for
Yours fraternally, in F., C, and L.,
the Order in the year 1891. I remain,
Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.
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No. 5. Showing a Comparison, by Divisions, of the Membership in Good Stand
ing June SO, 1890, with that of June 30, 1891, together with the Gains and Losses, and
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No. in good

i

Per cent.
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Maine
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Massachusetts

Michigan

.
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.'.

Minnesota
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Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
Ohio
Oregon
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Rhode Island
South Dakota
Vermont
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Totals.
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1 3
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146

133.9
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341
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California
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No. 6. Showing Number of New Camps Organized in the Various Divisions, by
Months, from September
1890, to August 20, 1891 Also, Giving Number ok Becruits.
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11::::
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0
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Massachusetts
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Kansas
Kentucky

1

Florida
Illinois ...
Indiana
Iowa

ITT
179
270
181
55
35
'.H7
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TABLE

No.

61

6 — Concluded.

?!

Sew York
Ohio
Oregon

Pennsylvania. .
Rhode Island . .
South Dakota. .
Vermont
Washington
West Virginia. .
62 ; 66 I 27 1 638 I

12.419

7- Giving a Comparative Statement of the Number of Members in Good
INO FOR THE QUARTER KnDING JUNE 30TH OF EACH YEAR FOB THE L.ABT THBEE YEARS.

Stand

55

61 | 67 | 59 \ 90

TABLE No.

In Good
Standing.
June 30, 1889
June 30. 1890

44.766
51,923
53.695

■June30. 1891

TABLE
Givtko the Names and Addresses of the

No. 8.

First Three

1891-1892.

Divisiotu.
Alabama and Tennessee

Colonels.
W. R. Cooper

..

J.
California

Knoxvllle, Tenn.

H. Wllklns

Paris.

Bakersfleld.

L. \V. Kennedy

Colorado

Denver.

Willis N. Barber
Merlden.
J. W. V. K. Plummer
Key West.
Geo. H. Hurlbut

Illinois

Beivldere.

Jno. W. Newton
Winchester.
Lenox.

Kansas

Norton.

Fred. O. Singleton
Newport.

Kentucky

Maine

Thomaston.

Maryland

Washington, D. C.
Chas. K. Darling

Massachusetts
">!:■■■

Number
Susjyended.

Fltchburg.

..
1

K 0 Still son
Battle Creek.

Division

ZAeutmat

Elective Officers for

Colonels.

Valentine Glib
Birmingham, Ala.
C. E. Smith
Little Rock.

1

Majors.
W. D. Good,

Greenville, Tenn.

Oakland.
Wm. D. Wlngett
Pueblo.
A. E. Chandler

G. M. Henderson,
Rogers.
D. J. Matlock.
San Josd.
Eugene Williams,
Greeley.
Edward Relsel,

Not fllled

Not tilled.

Geo. C. Rebhan

H. E. Gerry,
Chicago.

Norwich.

Bellvllle.
Will. G. Beach
Indianapolis.
West Union.

Baldwin.

Goo. B. Huff
Confluence.
Robert L. Whltconib.

Hartford.

Frank Martin,
Lebanon.
Burt Crane,

Mount. Pleasant.
C. W. Bishop.
Great Bend.
Frank E. Faulkenburgh
Bart.

. . . Harrv L. Harrington,
Portland.
Eastport.
1
Alfred H. Davidson.. .. . Eugene Tucker,
Wilmington, Del.
Forest Hill, Md.
Walter H. Delano
. Albert 0. Ulalsdell,
Sharon.
Lowell.
A. F. Bunting
Fred. J. MeMurtrle.
Frankfort
Three Rivers.
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TABLE
Divisions.

No.

Lieutenant Colonels.

Colonels.

NeV Jersey

Geo. 11. Sheire
St. Paul.
B. w. Frauenthal
St. Louis.
('has. F. Morrison
Fort Keogh.
F. P. Corrlck
SU K'kham.
Burt E. Fisher
Dover.
Thos. H. Edmund

New York

C. E. Holmes

Ohio

J.

Minnesota
Missouri

•

Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire

Trenton.

Mount Vernon.
V, Milliard

Newark.
W. M. Allison

Oklahoma

Guthrie.
Frank Melvin
East Portland.

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Herman

M. Rebel e

Allegheny City.

Rhode Island

Wm. B. Ktissol
Providence.
L. D. Lyon
Watertown.
K. W. Morse
West Randolph.

South Dakota

Vermont

E.W.Young

Washington

Seattle.

West Virginia

Jno. S. McCasky
New Martinsville.
Geo. W. Wing

Wisconsin

TABLE

8 — Concluded.

Kewaunee.

Showing

No. 9.

Trie

and

Geo. 11. Klein. .
Mankato.
F. C. Sasse

Brunswick,
I
W. J. Jameson .

Butte City.
' S. S. Hartman. .
Kearney.
Wm. E. Caftray. . .
Nashua.
Chas. Yelter

Mlllvllle.

Geo. S. Kling.
New Bremen.
Jas. E. Atha

Paulding.
James DeFord .

Oklahoma City.
J. B. Putnam
Salem.
J. Harry Kresge
South Bethlehem.
Thos. M. Sweetland. .
Pawtucket.
J. B. Hendrlckson.
Bangor.
H. S. Foster

Burlington.
John Reed.
North Yakima.
, Edward (). Bower...
Parkersburg.
J. L. Jung
La Crosse.

Major*.
C. L. Hardy.

Granite Falls.
Jared Williams,
Moberly.
J. w. BUlckson,

Bozenian.
Geo. H. Palmer,
Piatt -month.
Chas. A. Stevens,
Portsmouth.
Abraham L. Sparks,
Camden.
Henry D. Gilford,
Schenectady.
William Luther Davis,

Cincinnati.
E. E. Wilson,
El Reno.
J. K. Wright,
Newberg.
Wm, H. Shuler,

WUUamsport
Robert A. Mason,
Westerly.
Ole Nelson,

Pierre.

W. H. Headle,
Dan by.
R. A. Koontz,
Spokane.
G. Ed. Sylvis.
Wheeling.
L. 0. Chase,
Oshkosh.

Place ok Holding Division Encampments for
Place.

Rhode Island
Connecticut
New Jersey
Montana
Washington
West Virginia
Alabama and Tennessee.
Kansas . A

Woonsocket.

Bristol
Trenton

Bozeman

February 3.
February 6.
February 19.

.. ..

Buckhannon

.

California
Pennsylvania

Hutchinson
Bakerstield
Dubois

..
..

Minnesota

Winona

Knoxvllle

Apr il 211.

April 22.
April 22, 23.
April 23, 24.
April 28-30.
May 4.
Mav 6.

Pierre
Fort Smith. . .

South Dakota
Arkansas
Massachusetts
Oregon

Maryland
Ohio
New Hampshire

Lowell

!

Salem
Eastou

I

Geneva
Ottvimwa

|
i
I
I

Toledo
Great Falls

Nebraska

Iowa

London
Auburn

Kentucky

Maine
Colorado
Missouri

Denver

Wisconsin

Indiana
Vermont
New York
Illinois
Michigan

Date.

.

Puyallup ....

•

Moberly
La Crosse
LaFayette ....
St. Johnsbury.
Binghumpton
Decatur
Detroit

1891.

.

May 19-22.
May 28, 29.
2-4.
2-4.
4.
9, 10.
9, 10.
9, 10.
9-11.
10, 11.
10.
10.
11, 12.
16, 17.
18, 19.
23-25.
23-25.
23-26.
■Jnt v 25 Hi.
August 3-6.

June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
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TABLE

No. 10 — List of

Gamps

Mustered During the Past Year.

Location.
Aug.
■•
**

22.

22..

22..
22.
■u..

24..
24..

Sept.

■.
•1
**
*■
*•

■■
•■

-■
■•

■■

1■

••

5..

5 .
5
5.

8..
S..
S..

5.
■>.
5.
•V.

5..
S..

*•
•*

Oct.

«..

s .
1ft
12. .
12..
12.
15..
15.
16.
18..
23
24..
24..
24.
24..
24.
24..
24..
24.
24.
25
26..
27..
27..
29. .

29..
30..
1..
2..
2..
1
6..
6.
»..
8..
8

11..
11..

■•
••
*.
••

13.
18..
13.
15.
16.
16.
18..
18
18..
18..
18..
20..

23..

22 .
22..
27..
27..
27..

341
342
343
19
122
31
249
459
104
1H2
463
460
461
462
ar>
203
250
'251
252
205

Jilt

32
253
254
181
93
227
228
32
206
206
105
107
464
8
344
345
346
347
68
183
229
183
255
108
23
15
124
32
15
106
40
20
29
21
. a
465
230
24
24
45
20
125
73
46
208
256
257
466
60
33
105
106
107
467
110
33

• Port system.

Division.
Illinois
Illinois
Illinois

Ramsey
Keyesport

Lacon
Ellensburgh

,

Newbury port

MHldale

Wast Indianapolis.
Ridge . .

Washington
Massachusetts

Kentucky
Indiana
Ohio
Nebraska

Crocker
Limerick
Seville

Missouri
Ohio
Ohio

Rome

Ohio

Cumberland
La Fayette
New Carlisle...
Pocola

Indiana
Indiana
Indiana
Indian Territory

Grapevine

Kentucky
Indiana
Indiana
Missouri

Arcadia
Corning
Mill vane

Ohio
Kansas
Kansas

Milan

Kansas

North Judson . .

South Bethany .
Milwaukee
Newton

Gravity

Lilly

.

Wisconsin

Iowa
Iowa

....

Pennsylvania
Kansas
Kansas
Nebraska
Nebraska
Ohio
New York

Severance. . ,

Troy
Fullerton . . .
Cambridge

.

Jamestown

.

Hartwell

Iroquois
ita
Reynolds

Broadalbin*
Falrport
Tipton

...

East Douglass

Michigan City
Cain's School-ilouse.
Cleveland

Sllverton
Baldwlnville
Llvermore
Colorado Springs
Auburn
Philadelphia

Bryn Mawr ..........
Puyallup
Otis Moss

Montreal (Can.)
Schurnksville
Niles
Newbury

Ashtabula

Albion
Marlon

Indiana

Nebraska
Arkansas
Oregon
Massachusetts

Pennsylvania

Sabula
Hackett
Fort Payne (Ala. J . . . .

Hrightwood

Massachusetts

Nebraska

Wilmington <Del. | . . .
Bracket t f Tex.)Farmers' Center

Newburgh
Mechanic Falls
Santa Barbara
Pulaski
Walllngton *
Greenport

Illinois
Illinois
Illinois
Illinois
New York
Missouri
Iowa

California
Colorado

Hastings
Orwell *

t -. ■
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Nebraska
New York

Maryland
Arkansas
Ohio

Iowa

Arkansas
Alabama and Tennessee.

Pennsylvania
Washington
Massachusetts
Vermont

Pennsylvania
Michigan
Indiana
Indiana
Ohio
Maine

California
New York
New York
New York
Ohio

Michigan
Kentucky

I Appli
cants.
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TABLE

No.

10 — Continued.

Camp

1 *
■*

»•

»«

1
*

Dec.

i.!

i..

i i

1
•

.

■•

6

3..
6..
6.
6..

.

6

8..

*

1
•

>

* * * * 1 *
* * * * ■•

1
1

»..
10..
12.
12
13
13
15..
15..
15
15..
l(i
17..
17..
18..
18..
19
211.
.
22
22 .
22
22
21 .

Mine
Burron

M lSMOurl

.

llllnoiK.

Lead

Post system.

H

II

22
111
IS
17
211
311

Clay Center

1
I

■

13
IS
1-)
17
17.
1!'
11)
20
.
■2(1
•1-1
24..
24..
24..
2fi .
■_'t;
27
■j7
■_»7
•J7

Westfleld

27
17
1.5

Fair Haven
St. Paul
St. John

Philadelphia
Ohio

Whlttennvllle

Mllford

Concord
East Albany'

Liberty
Tulare

Diller

Pacific
Gardner

Kansas. ^
Nebraska

Fatrbury
Silver Lake
Maryville Term,
Hazeppa

Wheeling

111
15
23
211
12
22
14
95
11
13
19
15
17
32
19
111
13
l!i
111
15
1H
14
13
21
2i
21
19
lti
l(i
11
11
14
311
15
17
it;
22
13
29
19
13
25
15
21
15
it;
14
11
111
;

* ♦*
•
»

IS..

Terrc HtU

I

8..
11..
12..
l;l
13

cant*.

II

:

5. .
6..

Ohio
Ohio
Ohio

i

•">

•
*

5..

Appli

lti
15
1"
3*
111
2(1
2S
1«
17
li,
11
15
13

*

•«
*•

Philadelphia

(

>«
Nov.

277
231
JUT
5(1
4C.K
489
470
278
184
45
109
28
158
34
232
233
279
:mk
349
185
34
67
258
289
109
471
13
200
211
110
IS
to
33
209
68
277
472
210
126
lSli
260
127
210
112
113
261
211
35
212
94
11
110
111
212
187
21
.VI
21
38
39
1113
132
133
351
188
20
235
214
112
189
215
25
69
01
213
36
190

21

••

J7
37.
27
27
:in .
81..
1..
1..
:>
P..
5..
5..

1

Oct.

Division.

65

TABLE No.
Camp
JVo.

*'

Jan.

14
*■
*'

**
*•
14
•4
**
44
44
44

*'
44
•*
**
44
■*
44
44
**
**
44
44
44
44
44
44
44
'4
4*
■i
**
44

Feb.
■■
••
••
•■

•■

•■

34..
25..
27..
11..
30..
1.
1.
1
].
1
■V
5
«..
8..
«. .
H

-

»
s
8 .
•J
In
18
14..
1",
15
15 .

K

16.
17
20..
20
20..
20
•Jii
22..
23..
23..
34..
24..
25..
25.
25..
25..
26
27
27
2a
30.
31
31..
31..
81..
31..
31..
31
•1
.'
■5.
5.
5
7
7
7..
7.
7 .
7
•1
9
•I
11.
11.
11..

351
191
262
213
263
2.KS
237
352
8
152
2 i
70 j
38 j
113
853 I
151
164
165 i
167
261
So
265
216
44 !
71
22
114
16
40
72
37
38
39
40
266
22
192
7
aw i
355
217
22 ,
143
161
282
267
268
25
73
17
263
193
2
41
42
473
270
2M0
474
26
281
284
17
285
286
238
239
240
241
12fi
136
1W,
15!)
171
1 'l
:i.76
;r.7

•Post system.

Illinois....

Kenney

Fillmore

Warsaw
EI Keno (Okla.)

Sullivan

Boonaborough
Clear Lake
Dana
St. Augustine
Canadalgua*
Salmon City ( Idaho)
Winnebago City
Octcoola
Bussett
Stewardaon
Salem
Oswego
Watertown
New York city
Dana

Hartford

Illinois
New York
New York
New York
New York
Indiana
Kaunas
South Dakota .
Minnesota ....
Nebraska
Nebraska

Bladen
Lushton
Greeley

Colorado
New Jersey . . .

Somerville
Lake City

Minnesota

Modesto.

Fresno
Hanford
VIsalla
Hazleton

Carolina

Sharon
Dallas ( Texas)

Table Grove
Brighton
Randolph,

Baltimore
Walton *

Fredonl

Mechanlcsburgh
Flat Rock

Dublin
Aurora

Grey Eagle

Brockton

New Goshen
Monett
Santa Ana
San Bernardino
Kiverstde

Killbuck
Elnora
Tioga*
Buford

....

California
California
California
California
Indiana
Rhode Island.
Missouri
Arkansas

Illinois
Illinois
Kans;

Maryland .
New York
New York .
Pennsylvania .
Indiana .
Indiana .
Arkansas .
Ml lines
hu setts.

Indiana
Missouri .
California
California .
difornln .
Ohio

Indiana

Atlanta

(Ga.)
Philadelphia*

Academy Corners
Del Norte

Nowvllle
Bradford
Perry
Wanconia

Williams

Derby
New York cttv*. . .

.......

Wolcott *
New York city*. .

Rolla

Montana. . .
Minnesota .
Nebraska . .

Kentucky

Blunt
St. James

Sore n to
Lewlstown

Kansas

Indiana
Iowa
Iowa
Illinois
Florida
New York . .

Indiana

Hobart
Merlden

Dansvllle*
Brooklyn*

Missouri. . .
Indiana

Pennsylvania
Ohio
Alabama and Tennessee
.".

■*
*•

Location.

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania
Colorado

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania
Iowa
Iowa
Iowa

Iowa

York
York
York
York
York
Missouri
Illinois
Illinois
New
New
New
New
New

,

Dec

10— Continued.

is
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TABLE
Date.

Feb.
■'
■'

"
"
"
"
••
"
"
"

12.
12.
12..
12.

IS..

13..
14 . .
14.
14..
16.
16..
■•
16
16.
17..
'•
17..
18 . .
19..
19
•• 19..
■'
21 .
••
21 . .
•'
21 .
•'
21 . .
21 . .
•'
21 .
•'
23..
•'
23..
' • 24 .
24.
•'
24 . .
25.
28. .
25..
25.
25..
••
26 .
27.
27.
'•
27 .
'•
28..
28..
28..
28..
'*
28 . .
'•
28..
Mar. 2..
2
2..
2..
3..
3.
3..
4.
4..
5.
6..
6..
6..
6..
6
6.
6 .
9 ..
9..
9 ..
9 .
10.
12. .
•'
12..
12..
12..
12.
''
12 .
'•
12 . .
12..
12..
13..

"
"
"
"

"

"
"
"
"
"
"
"

"
"
"
"
"
"

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

"
"
"

No.

10— Continued.

Ca nip
No.
242
128
129
218
219
199
271
287
96
21
74
74
214
53
220
358
1
16
475
10
115
359
360
476
283
27
477
62
43
272
95
116
117
118
361
145
54
63
243
129
160
163
176
45
215
478
173
174
175
162
130
131
479
195
216
362
363
364
17
6
18
22
273
274
148
172
365
119
120
121
122
34
366
367
75
178
244

♦Post system.

Appli-

Diritwn.
Reading
Southbo rough

Haverhill
Marvin

Waverly

Fayettevllle
Buffaloville

Towanda
Hayward
Warren
Mnpleton
South Royalton

Memphis

Portsmouth

Bucklln

New Boston

Juneau (Alas.)
Vernonia
Nlles
Friend
Ayr
Manito
Augusta

Martinsville
Hamburgh

Hurrlraan (Tenn.)..

Fayette

Diimaiiscotta Mills . .
Areata
West Fork

Rhlnelander
Lyons
Craig
Papllllon

Maquon
Punxsutawney
Wolfeborough
Waldoborough
Atallssa
Peek-skill
Avoca
Tarrytown *
Newton *

Clark*
Vanderbllt
Crown City

Patehogue
De Ruyter
Crown Point

Highland Falls*
New Bedford
Mcdfleld
Versailles
Panacea

Port Huron
Chicago
St. Joseph

Merrick
Medford
Trinidad
Longmont

Ferndale
Coatesville
Orleans .
Angola *
College Point*
Woodland

Hooper

Tefearaah
Sicily School House.
Republican City
St. Edward
Ashmore

Palmer
Farmington
Auburn
Mento

Iowa

1".
Hi
■Js
13
if,
15
V.'
10

Massachusetts. . .
Massachusetts . . .
Kansas
Kansas
Ohio

Indiana
Pennsylvania

Is

Wisconsin
Rhode Island . . .
Minnesota

111
11!
12
12
53
12
_'i
HI

Vermont
Michigan
New Hampshire.
Kansas

Illinois
Oregon

It

Nebraska
Nebraska

II

Ohio

15

Illinois
Illinois
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Alabama
Ohio

and Tennessee.

Maine
California
Indiana
Wisconsin
Nebraska
Nebraska
Nebraska

Illinois
Pennsylvania
New Hampshire

Maine
Iowa
New York
New York
New York
New York

11
10
12
24
111
15
13
29
14
11
29

South Dakota

Michigan

Ohio
New York
New York
New York
New York
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Ohio

is

21
15
511
2S
23
11
17
111
211
13

Missouri

M iehlgan

Illinois
Illinois
Illinois

Oregon
Colorado
Colorado
Washington

is

Indiana
Indiana
New York
N ew York
Illinois

Nebraska
Nebraska
Nebraska
Nebraska
Nebraska

Illinois
Illinois

Minnesota
New York

Iowa

15
17
IN
15
HI
IS
14
211
12
11
23
2.->
■j.-,
IS
22
21
20
17
11

••

15
:M
15
21
17
2S
13
19
21
it;
15
23
21
IK
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TABLE
Camp
No.

Mar. IS..
13..
14..

**
**
**
**
•*
**
4•
**
11
4*
**
**
*•

IS..

17..
17..
17..
19. .
17..
19..
20..
■•1..
21..
21..
21..
21..
23..
24..
24..
24..
24..
24..
24..
25..
25..

»
**
**
**
■'
*•

27..
27..
27..
'J7
18..
30..
30..
80..
30..
31..

*•
•*
••
••
»•
••
•a
M
••
44

April
••
*•
*•

*'

*•
••
•»

SI..

1..
1..
1..

I..

3..

*..

«..
T..
»..
• ..
9..

»..

**
•»
••
>•
•«
••
•4
44
••
•ft
••
41

••
4•
44
4•
4•
••
M
44
•ft

10..
10..
10..
10..
10..
10..
11..
14..

IS..

15..
15..

IS..
IS..
IS..
IS..
IS..
IS.

17..
17..
18..
18..
18 .
18.
18.
18..
18..
18..
18..

No.

10 — Continued.

Location.

245
221
254
369
222
23

Dayton
White Cloud
Wapakoneta

Iowa

Dresden

Kansas

76
467
289
370
28
275
276
93
371
290
180
177
179
180
182
183
217
481
9
97
26
277
278
247
36
279
77
372
223
75
24
224
191
132
225
19
291
48
373
374
280
281
46
47
26
125
129
482
246
282
2K1
249
290
78
79
80
81
218
2HH
123
127
'J IX
2->l
■iVJ
2!I2
135
I>1
18fi
1.-7
184

Cham pi In
Edon

M

• Post system.
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Kansas
Ohio

Melvin

Illinois

Marengo
Viola

Illinois
Illinois

Gatchellville
Henry

Pennsylvania . .
Illinois

Minnesota
Ohio

Walla Walla

Washington

Freetown
Bums City
Oolconda

Brlmfield
Alum Bank
Bowling Green
Mednla

Ohio
New
New
New
New
New

York
York
York
York
York
Michigan

West Amboy *
Red Creek

Vienna
Argyle
Entrican

Caledonia
Cattle
Chetek

Ohio
Montana
Wisconsin
Nebraska

Beatrice
North Indianapolis.
Mt. Pleasant

Indiana
Indiana
Iowa

Down
Stanton

Kentucky

Whiting
Madelia

Indiana

Minnesota

Illinois

Oakland
Rush Center

Kansas
Vermont
Washington
Kansas

Londonvtlle
Olytupta

Axtell
Metropolis
Huntington

'

Oskaloosa

Vallejo

Danlelsonville
Ludlow

Illinois
Illinois
Indiana
Indiana

Farmersburgh
Dead wood
Nebraska

City

Etna Green
Stanley
Beatnan
Mapleton
Cannon Falls

llennlng
Plalnview
Payuesville

Massachusetts
Kansas

Connecticut

Wenoua
Cannelton

Greeley Center...
Cortland
Lynnvllle

Illinois

.

California
Pennsylvania .

Delaney

Faulkton
Fern Hill

...

Indiana
Indiana
Illinois
Illinois
I'i'litl-Vlv.uii;l . .

.

..

South Dakota .
South Dakota .
Washington . . .
Nebraska
Nebraska
Ohio

Iowa
Indiana
Indiana
Iowa

Iowa
Minnesota
Minnesota
M iniH-si >ta
Minnesota

Muxcellus

Michigan
Pennsylvania .

Campbell

Nebraska
Nebraska

Lewlsbtirgh
WUsonvllle
Baxter
Newell

Willianisport
Brooklyn
Bollver

Olean
CanUteo
Saratoga Springs.

Iowa
Iowa

Iowa
Pennsylvania .
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York

11
11
21
>H
79
11
19

II
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TABLE No.

10 — Continued.

Clrcmp
No.
20..
20..
90..
21..
21
21..
21..
22
•J'J
21
24..
25
25..
26..
27..
•27..
27..
May 1..
1..
1..
1. .
1..
1. .
1..
1. .
1..
1..
1..
1..
2..
2..
4.
4. .
4..
4..
4..
4. .
5..
5..
5..
(i
6..
7
7..
8..
8..
9..
9..
9..
9..
9..
11.
11
11.
11..
11..
12..
13..
13.
13..

It

13
15..
1.-.
1.-.
15

IV

16
18..
18..
is
11
l'.l
1''
19..
•il

219 Lake Odessa
284 Centerville 1 Lewis p. (>.1.
98 Marshneld
226 Sterling
227 Ionia
13S Ashland
375 Carlyle
99
Mazoroanie
63 Brook ville
48 Valley Springe
100 Ogdensburgh
228 Webster
483 St. Johns
115 Brooklyn
128 Falls City
130 Reynold*
376 Glrard
27 Santa Paula
285 Clinton
7 San ford
484 <Oakwood
485 Grand Rapids
293 Galllt/.ln
21>4 Jerrayn
185 Morrisvllle
19 South Denver
12ti Taylor
131 Sutton
253 Hartley
254 Walnut
196 Cainsvtlle
486 Ottokee
1117 Maysville
230 Yates Center
64
Ytnal Haven
134 Aver
4H7 Xenlo
377 Willow 11111
286 Brownsburgn
231 Pawnee Rock
76 Wolcott.
488 Continental
14 Hlgtatstown*
■>>><(
Burlington
Idaho Springs
"20
26 Kels..
295 HeUerstown
2H7 Newport
288 Seelyvllle
77 Johnson
78 Waterbury
191 Sycamore
12 <>watonna
411 Sioux Falls
27 Vancouver
10 Santa Cruz
220 Wayland
55 GoiTstown
124 Madison
132 Springfield
233 Kiowa
82 Hutchinson
234 Kechl
49 Stamford
198 Hannibal
1110 Hunnewell
62 Linton
26
KIWwori h
135 Lowell
m
Fort Asslnabolne
Arlington
70
65 Fryebiirgh
232 Leeds
136 Revere
255 Brtdgewater
2:>fi Storm Lake
80 Danville

* Post system.

I

Michigan
Indiana

Wisconsin
Kansas
Kansas
Massachusetts

Illinois

Wisconsin

Indiana

South Dakota
Wisconsin
Kansas
Ohio
New York
Nebraska
Nebraska

Illinois
California
Indiana
Florida

Ohio
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania
New York
Colorado
Nebraska
Nebraska
Iowa

....

Iowa
Missouri
Ohio

Missouri
Kansas

Maine.

Massachusetts..
Ohio

..

Illinois

Indiana
Kansas
Vermont
Ohio
New Jersey
Kansas
Colorado
Washington

Pennsylvania . . . .
Indiana

Indiana

Vermont
Vermont
Ohio
Minnesota
South Dakota
Washington

California

Michigan
New Hampshire.
Nebraska
Nebraska
Kansas
Minnesota
Kansas
Connecticut

Missouri
Missouri

I mllana
Arkansas
Massachusetts.
Montana
Vermont
Maine
Kansas
Massachusetts.
Iowa
Iowa
Vermont

.

.

BE POST OF ADJUTANT GENERAL.
TABLE

May

Jane

23
23.
■r.\
■j:5
23
23.
'23
23
3)
•a.
23
23
23
23
23
2".
25
25
25
25
25
2.5.
25
2d
2d.
29.
20
2!l.
29.
1.
1.
1.
1.
2.
2
3
3
8.
3
8.
3

I

3
a
3.
5.

378
379
137
23
21
25
192
194
307
2911
257
258
169
195
489
a
21
491
49n
2S
27
29<;
204
Ml
492
Id
2M0
17
■291
19S
las
291
23"
23H
133
3t
154
157
190
193
196
197
2,11
259

d.

in.

in
in
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15.
15
15.
16
10
IS
118

Id.
19
19

Waterloo

Illinois
Illinois

Sharpsbnrgh
Marshall ( N. C. )
Washington ( D. 0. )

Maryland
Maryland
Maryland
New York
New York
New York
Indiana
Iowa
Iowa
New York
New York

Mlnonk
Brookfield

Deiter
New York
New York
PutnamvlUe
New Sharon
Decatur
Cooperstown
Wayland *

*

Fly
Fort Wlngate (N. M.)
Llttletown
Casstown

Marietta
Port Angeles
St. Paul
Fremont

•Post system.

.. .

Ohio
South Dakota
Ohio

Illinois
Missouri
Kansas.

.......

Indiana
New York

—

Davldsburg
Oakland City
Bakerstield

Wellsvllle

Cato . .
Syracuse

Hartford City
Amsterdam

Herkimer
St. Johnsvllle
Halsey Valley
Fonda
Stamford
Stockwell

Council Bluffs

Flora
2411
2(tt
293
295 ;
222
235 !
236
51
241 i
242
IMS
296
37
'.'97
28
326
HI
66
29H
25
234
244
J 15
35
52
139
168

Ohio
Colorado
Colorado
Ohio
Ohio
Washington
Arkansas

Pennsylvania

Weston
Salem
Senecnvllle

Edinburgh
Hamilton
Weir City
Lynn
Belmont . .
Llttletown

Massachusetts.

-

Cleveland
Saranac

r.
6
6

No.

Marquette

Mulberry drove
North Salem

Dayton
West Point
Cheboygan

Cimarron
Council Grove
Okobojo
Macksvllle
Havensville
Springvyle
Rockport
Claysvllle
Saxton

Cllfty
Tower Hill
North Troy
Rockport

Massachusetts

Michigan
Indiana
Missouri

Kansas
Kansas
Nebraska
West Virginia
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York. ...
New York

Indiana
Iowa
New York ....
New York
Illinois
Kansas
Kansas

Missouri
Indiana
Indiana
Michigan ......

Kansas
Kansas
South Dakota
Kansas
Kansas
New York

Indiana

Kentucky
Pennsylvania.
Arkansas

Illinois

Vermont

Indiana

Qaylord

Pennsylvania
Nebraska
Nebraska
Kansas
Kansas

Charleston
De Smet
West Medway
Brooklyn *

South Dakota
Massachusetts
New York ....

Donegal
Bed Cloud
Columbus
Oklahoma City (Okla.)

Wot Virginia

.
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TABLE
Date.

June 20..

"
"
"
"
'•
"
'•
"

20..
20..
22..
22..
22 . .
22..
28..
23..
'•
25..
''
25 .
25..
•■
20 . .
27 , .
27..
27..
27..
'•
29..
29..
29..
'•
29..
30..
July 1 . .
2..
3..
'■
3..
6..
6..
7..
7..
7..
7..
K..
8..
8..
«..
8..
8..
8..
8..
8.
9..
9..
•■.
9 ..
" ID..
'■
11)..
'•
111..
11..
'•
18..
" 13.
.
13..
''
13 . .
13..
15..
15..
■'

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

"

"
"
"
"
"
"
"

lfi..
lfi..

17..
17..
1H..
" 20..
21..
■'
•21..
21..
'■

"
"
"

Camp
No.
29
202
53
28
381
382
67
31
498
140
54
44
256
111
246
248
83
38
383
27
494
249
250
299
39
135
18
201
204
247
251
12
260
2fil
262
263
495
297
298
381
299
3111)
31)1
33
41
137
301)
385
294
301
302
303
191
2113
2(14
304
386
490
13S
30
29
265
387

No.

10 — Concluded.

Appli

Location.

cants.
Washington
New York
South Dakota
Alabama and Tennessee..

Belfast
Coal Creek ( Tenn.)
Clay City

Illinois
Illinois
Maine

is

Washington - ■
Ohio
Massachusetts
South Dakota

California
Pennsylvania

I*eechburirh

Massachusetts
Kansas
Kansas
Minnesota
Kentucky

Hoxle
Wells

Illinois
Maryland
Ohio
Kansas
Kansas

Council Grove lOkla. i

Pennsylvania
Kentucky

Philadelphia.
West Point

Nebraska
Oregon
New York
New York
Kansas
Kansas
Connecticut

Catsklli
WalllnKford
Shannon Cllv.

.

Iowa
Iowa
Iowa .
Iowa

.

Prairie Cltv

Ohio

Indiana
Indiana
Illinois

Ellintstown
Ansley

Nebraska

Indiana
Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania
New Jersey
New Jersey
Nebraska

Jersey Cltv*
Caldwell

Elliiirn

•

East Liberty

Troy
Orrville

Indiana
Illinois
Indiana
Indiana
Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania
New York
New York
Iowa'
Pennsylvania .
Illinois.

Ohio .
Nebraska .
Washington
Alabama and Tennessee.

Platte Center
Chehalls

Iowa.
Illinois.

Ml. Carmei

19
M7
12
12

.••

111
23
22
17
23
22
17
16
11
21
13
19
19
■ill
jr.
11
:iu
22
14
■js
19
26
14
16
21
21
22
19
15
14
38
16
18
18
13
15
25
15
11
16
13
15
IS
31
35
27
19
23
311
22
;;i;
29
11

II

•JO
34
20

* Post system.

Total number of Camps mustered.
TottU number of applicants

SUMMARY.

601
12, 70S

GENERAL ORDERS.
GENERAL
General

Orders,

I. Having

No.

71

ORDERS.
Topeka, Kas., September

10.

20, 1890.

elected Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., at the
ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, held at St. Joseph, Mo., August
26-29, 1890, and duly installed as such for the ensuing year,
hereby assume com
mand, and establish headquarters at rooms 3, 4, and 5, United States Savings Bank
building, Nos. 112-114 Sixth avenue west, Topeka, Kas.
II. At the ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., at St. Joseph, Mo., August 20-29 inclusive, 1890, the following officers for
the ensuing year were duly elected and installed, and will be respected and obeyed
been

I

accordingly:
Commander-in-Chief.
Lieutenant General.
Major General
Council-in-Chief

J. Webb, Topeka, Kas.
.£. J. San Souci, Providence, R. I.
Rudolph Loebenstein, Warrensburg, Mo.
C. A. Bookwalter, Indianapolis, Ind.
Henry Prazee, Cleveland, Ohio.
Moses P. O'Brien, Omaha, Neb.
N. L. Harrison, Hornellsville, N. Y.
D. B. Purbeck, Salem, Mass.
Minneapolis, Minn., was selected as the place for holding the tenth annual meet
ing of the Commandery-in-Chief, the time thereof to be designated by the Councilin-Chief.
III'. The following officers of the Commandery-in-Chief have been appointed for
the ensuing year, with the rank of Brigadier General, from August 81, 1890, and will
be respected and obeyed accordingly:
Chief-of-Staff. D. W. Wood, Anderson, Ind.
Adjutant General, Clay D. Herod, Topeka, Kas.
Quartermaster General, Fred. S. Hazelton, Topeka, Kas.
Inspector General, Marvin E. Hall, Hillsdale, Mich.
Chief Mustering Officer. George W. Pollitt, Paterson, N. J.
Judge-Advocate General, Bartow S. Weeks, No. 10 Wall St., New York, N. Y.
Surgeon General, Orrin A. Gee, Brandon, Vt.
Chaplain-in-Chief, C. A. C. Garst, Leroy, 111.
IV. Aides-de-Camp are hereby appointed on the staff of the Commander-in-Chief,
with rank of Lieutenant Colonel, from September 1, 1890, as follows:
Colorado.— James M. Kennedy, Denver: Charles E. Reynolds, Pueblo; George T. Deckelman,
. Leland

.

Laramie, Wy.; George A. Woods, Flagstaff, Ariz.
Nebraska. — J. W. Bartholomew,
Grand Island: S. S. Hartman, Kearney: W.

George

U. Sampson,

Tecumseh.

J.

Jacobs, Omaha;

Michigan. — James C. Schules, St. Joseph: Harry C. Devlin, Jackson; L. J. Peterson, Grayling;
George E. Cogshall, Grand Kaplds.
Maryland. — John R. Neely, Washington, D. C; Robert w. Wilson, Baltimore, Md.; Harry Gilles
Md.
pie, Wilmington, Del.; William P. Kizor, Cumberland,
Illinois. — Isaac Cutter, Camp Point; James I. Lyons, Chicago; George C. Rebhan, Belleville;
Fred. Knorr, Bloomington.

Colonels of Divisions are requested to recommend for appointment as Aides-deCamp on the staff of the Commander-in-Chief, the number thereof as provided by
Constitution, Rules and Regulations; and in view of the fact that a large number of
applications have been made for such appointments by individuals, notice is hereby
given that no appointments of that character will be made in any of the several
Divisions, except upon the recommendation of Colonels commanding such Divi
sions.
While the Commander-in-Chief would be pleased to grant requests of indi
viduals for such appointments, it must be patent to all that, as a rule, officers in
command of Divisions are best qualified to judge of the qualifications of brothers
for such positions.
V. In pursuance of the action of the ninth annual meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief, authorizing the appointment of a committee to prepare and present to
Lincoln Camp No. 17, of St. Joseph, Mo., a suitable testimonial expressive of the
sentiment of the Commandery-in-Chief for the cordial reception and hospitable
treatment on the part of Camp No. 17 toward the Commandery-in-Chief and its
members, the following brothers are appointed on this committee: Past Commanderin-Chief Charles F. Griffin, Indianapolis, Ind.; Past Adjutant General C. A. Bookwaiter, Indianapolis, Ind.; Past Quartermaster General E. A. Homan, Indianapolis,
Ind. Further appointments will be announced in future orders.
VI. In accordance with the action of the meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief,
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no supplies of any character will be furnished by the Quartermaster General unless
the requisition therefor is accompanied by the cash or its equivalent, and all remit
tances for supplies and per capita tax must be either in money by registered letter
Some officers are in the habit of
or express, drafts, money-orders, or postal notes.
sending their individual checks, and while these checks are no doubt good, yet the
expense of collection through bank in the aggregate is so great that such checks
cannot be accepted by the Quartermaster General without considerable loss to the
All remittances by draft or money-order should be made
Commandery-in-Chief.
payable to the order of Fred. S. Hazelton, Quartermaster Genernl. In accordance
with the action of the Commandery-in-Chief at its ninth annual meeting. Division
Headquarters will hereafter make requisition upon the Quartermaster General for
the following supplies at the prices named herein:
Membership badges, 30 cent* each.
Officers' budges, 30 cents euch.
Iron cross, 30 cents each.
Silver cross, $7.50 each.
Badge ribbons, for members and officers, 3 cents each.
Regulation bronze button, 74 cents each.
Regulation bronze pin, 10 cents each.
Regulation oxidized silver button, 15 cents each.
Regulation oxidized silver pin. 20 cents each.
Regulation enameled button, 25 cents each.
Regulation enameled pin, 30 cents ouch.
Bar decoration, ltii cents euch.

From and after the 1st day of October, 1890, Bro. A. P. Davis, having in charge
and decoration department, will not, furnish any of the supplies men
tioned in the above list except upon the requisition of the Quartermaster General,
and from this date the above price list is official. Camp seals will be furnished by
Brother Davis at $3.5(1 each, upon the proper requisition therefor.
VII. In pursuance of the action of the ninth annual meeting of the Command
ery-in-Chief, the following brothers are appointed as the members of the Press
Committee: E. T. Roe, Chairman, Springfield, 111.; E. W. Krackowizer, Milwaukee,
Wis.; Joseph B. Maccabe, Boston, Mass.; Arthur I. Vescelius, Paterson, N. J.;
Charles A. Higgins, Chicago, 111.
VIII. Several committees, including a detail for a court-martial, were provided
for by the ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, but until the pro
ceedings of that meeting are published, no further appointments will be made.
Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin, Past Adjutant Genernl Bookwalter, and Past
Quartermnster General Homau, having in charge the publication of these proceed
ings, have advised these headquarters that they will be ready for distribution about
the 1st of October.
IX. In accepting the trust confided to me by the ninth annual meeting of the
Commandery-in-Chief, I recognize the great honor conferred, the magnitude of the
duties imposed thereby, and I desire to return to the Order my thanks for the con
fidence expressed
at the time of the election, and earnestly request the hearty
cooperation of all officers and members of the Order, to the end that its present
prosperity and high standard, as turned over to me by my predecessor, may be
maintained.
By order of: Leland J. Webb. Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.

the badge

General

Orders, No. 11.

Topeka, Kas„ October

7, 1890.

I. At

the ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., held at St. Joseph, Mo.. August 26-29, 1890. the following resolution was

adopted:

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to complete consolidation
In United States with
the Post system.
That the present Posts Sons of Veteruns in good standing be permitted to come into
the Camp system, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., upon the terms and conditions provided for in the resolu
tion of Eighth Annual Encampment.
That all Posts coming into the order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.,
on or before December 31, 1890,shall be entitled to a Camp packet and Charter free of charge, and that
all Division officers and Post officers who shall come in with their Posts prior to December 31, 1890. or
who have heretofore come in, shall bo accorded corresponding rank and past honors as they aro ut the
time entitled, and sitting officers shall rank as past officers: Provided, however. That no member of a
Post who has previously been a member of a ('amp shall be received into membership by virtue hereof,
unless such member shull have been in good standing in the Camp of which he was last a member.

At the eighth annual meeting of tho Commandery-in-Chief. Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., held at Paterson, N. J., September 10-13, 1889, the following resolution,
above referred to, was adopted:
Resolved, That our Constitution,
Rules and Regulations be so changed as to mako lepal the use of
either the term "Comrade" or "Brother," In the designation
of members, and the titles of Camp

GENERAL ORDERS.
officers may be as they now exist under
the option of Camps.

the Constitution. Rule*

78
and Regulations of either

system, at

By virtue of the resolution first above quoted, the following committee is ap
pointed :
Chairman. Gen. George W. Pollitt. Paterson, N. J.; Col. George H. Perkins.
Atlantic City, N. J.: Past Col. Edward W. Hatch, Buffalo. N. Y.; Capt. John V. B.
Clarkson. New York city; Peter A. Porter, Niagara Falls. N. Y.
II. The chairman of this committee will immediately communicate with George
T. Brown. No. 50 Broadway. New York city. Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Vet
erans ( Post system), with a view of carrying into effect the provisions of the above
resolutions. The other members of the committee will hold themselves in readiness
to meet at such time and place as may be designated by the chairman, or agreed
upon by the chairman of the committee and Commander Brown.
III. All officers and members of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., are enjoined to
give all assistance in their power to the committee, to the end that the objects sought
by the resolutions of the Commandery-in-Chief may be attained. All should consider
the questions involved in a spirit of fairness, of Friendship, Charity and Loyalty, to
the end that all sons of ex-Union soldiers, sailors and marines may unite under one
banner, and stand shoulder to shoulder in perpetuating the principles and objects
of the Sons of Veterans. The differences which have existed between the Sons of
Veterans. U. S. A., and the Sons of Veterans known as the Post system, consist more
in form than in substance, and it is hoped and believed that if the representatives of
the two organizations meet and consider the questions involved in a proper spirit,
that when their labors are concluded there will be but one organization of the Sons
of Veterans. The advances heretofore made, and now made, by the Sons of Veter
ans. U.S.A., to the officers and members of the Post system have been, and now nre,
made in good faith, and we extend to all members of the Post system the right hand
of fellowship, asking that they too consider the questions involved in the same spirit
which is hereby requested and enjoined of the members of the Camp system.
Our
fathers offered their lives for the same cause, endured the same trials and privations,
mingled their blood on the same battle-fields, and many of them gave their lives for
the perpetuation of the free institutions which we now enjoy.
Let us, therefore,
stand elbow to elbow and shoulder to shoulder, as did our fathers, in maintaining
the principles of free government and universal liberty which they have bequeathed
ns. and earing for the aged and distressed veterans, their widows and orphans.
This
can best be accomplished by a consolidated and united front.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Ci,at D. Hehod. Adjutant General.
Official:
General

Orders, No. 12.

Topeka, Kas., October

27. 1890.

I. The following special committee to

revise the Constitution. Rules and Regu
lations, was appointed at the ninth annual meeting of the Commanderv-in-Chief :
CoL E. W. Hatch, Buffalo, N. Y. ; Gen. O. B. Brown, Dayton, Ohio; Gen. J. B.
Maccabe. Boston, Mass. This committee will meet at such time and place as may
be designated by the chairman, E. W. Hatch.
All recommendations of changes in
and amendments to the Constitution, Rules and Regulations will be forwarded to
these headquarters in accordance with the action of the Commnndery-in-Chief, to
be thereafter transmitted to said committee.
Officers and brothers desiring to rec
ommend changes and amendments, will please forward them at once. Colonels and
Adjutants of Divisions, immediately upon the close of their next Division meeting,
will forward all changes and amendments recommended by their respective Division

encampments.
II. The following special committee was appointed at the ninth annual meet
ing of the Commandery-in-Chief, to revise the Ritual: Gen. E. H. Milham, St. Paul,
Minn.: E. W. Krackowizer, Milwaukee, Wis.; Col. John W. Newton, Winchester, Ind.
Divisions. Camps, and all officers and brothers desiring to recommend changes in
and amendments to the Ritual, are directed to forward the same to the chairman of
the committee, Gen. E. H. Milham, St. Paul, Minn.
This committtee will meet at
such time and place as may be designated by the chairman.
III. The following changes were made in the Constitution. Rules and Regula
tions at the ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief :
A new section was added to article VII. chapter III, as follows:
S«c. 4. Colonels of Divisions may suspend delinquent Camps, or officers thereof, in their discre
tion, for failure to make quarterly reports, or to perform any other duty required of them by the
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Constitution, Rules and Regulation*,
Chler.

subject,

however,

to the right of uppeal to the Coiumander-ln-

There was added to chapter III a new article, as follows:
ARTICLK XJI.— Dispensations.

Section 1. Division Colonels shall have power
Camp Officers in their respective Divisions.

Section

5.

to grunt

dispensations

for pvibllc Installations

of

article IV, chapter V, was amended so as to read as follows:

Sec. 6. Any member of a Camp who is one year in arrears in the payment
dropped from the roll, and reinstated only by the Camp which dropped htm, and
jus is provided in article II, sections 1^7of the Constitution; and all Camps that
year or more to make their quarterly reports shall be considered disbanded, and
mand shall revoke their charters.

of his dues shall be
in the same manner
have failed for one
the Colonels

In com

IV. In pursuance of the action of the ninth annual meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief, new Camps will not be required to pay per capita tax for any portion of
the quarter in which such Camps are organized; nor will Divisions be required to
pay per capita tax to the Commandery-in-Chief, on such newly-organized Camps,
for the quarter in which they are organized.
V. The digest of decisions, known as the " Blue-Book." approved and adopted
the
ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief. is now ready for distribu
by
tion, and will be sold to Divisions, Camps and members at 35 cents per copy. This
book contains decisions upon very many questions which are likely to arise in Camps
and Divisions, and should be in the hands of every Division and Camp officer, and
each Camp should be supplied with a copy, which should be kept in the Camp-room
for reference at all Camp meetings.
All officers should make themselves familiar
with these decisions, and by so doing will greatly facilitate the business of their re
spective organizations and the Order generally. Hereafter a copy of the Blue-Book
will be placed in each Camp packet, the price thereof. 35 cents, to be added to the
present price of packet.
VI. Aides-de-Camp are hereby appointed on the staff of the Commander-in-Chief,
with rank of Lieutenant Colonel, from September 1, 1890, as follows:
California. - Chester L. Robinson, San Francisco; Charles H. Bulson. Stockton.
Connecticut. --S. S. Parker, Deep River: Conrad F. Stein. Bridgeport; \V, A. Cobb. Thompsonvllle: W. M. Norton, Forrestville.
Kansas.
R. A. Kope, Kansas City; It. M. Johnson, Parsons; John E. Helming, Salina; Charles F.
Horn. Mankato.
Maine.— E. C. Milllken. Portland.
Minnesota.
Arthur AUyn. Red Wing; David Morgan, Tracy; Geo. H. Klein, Mankato: F. C. Ste
vens, St. Paul.

New York. — Fred. C. Gluer, Hornollsvllle; M. J. Severance, jr., Albany; J. J. Walsh, Brooklvn:
B. T. Burllngham, Gloversvllle.
New Jebsey. — Arthur I. Vescellus, Paterson: Thos. H. Edmond, Trenton; Win. E. Allstroin. Long
Branch.
Ohio. R. H. Clarkson, Dayton; D. D. Morris. Lima: Fred. T. Bristow, Mansfield: G. Garland
King, Alliance.
Oreoon.— A. C. Hickman, East Portland: E. W. Maxwell, Pleasant Home; W. P. Lockwood, Cottage
Grove; M. F. Hardesty, Astoria.
Rhode Island. —Thomas M. Sweotland, Pawtucket; Frank R. Wilson, Bristol; Thomas J. Pelrce,
Wickford; Charles L. Pettis, Providence.
Vermont. — Andrew Maurer. Bennington: Arthur G. Eaton, Montpelier; Will. L. White. Calais; Geo.
H. Kelly, Brandon.
Wisconsin. -Ed. F. Barr, Bololt; F.
Appleton.

VII. It

J.

Walthers,

Milwaukee;

Frank Winter, La Crosse: H. W. Cook,

is with pleasure that the Commander-in-Chief announces the organiza
Camp of Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., at Montreal, Can., and the same is
All Camps
hereby attached for jurisdictional purposes to the Division of Vermont.
in Utah Territory are hereby attached to the Division of Montana for jurisdictional
purposes.
VIII. The record of proceedings of the court-martial for the trial of James SarThe accused was charged
vis. Camp No. 20. New York Division, has been received.
with misappropriation of Camp funds; was found guilty, and sentenced to be dis
honorably discharged from the Order. The findings and sentence have been ap
Attention is called
proved. First Sergeants will enter this name on black-books.
to paragraph 3, General Orders, No. 2, of date November 1, 1889, relating to pro
During the term of office of my predecessor that order
ceedings in court-martial.
Hereafter, Colonels of Divisions will see that nil papers and
was complied with.
proceedings in court-martial are made out in duplicate and forwarded to these head
quarters, one copy of which will be preserved among the files in the office of the Ad
jutant General.
IX. Attention is called to paragraph 2, General Orders, No. 20, issued by General
Abbott, page 46 of the Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meeting of the Command
ery-in-Chief; Recommendations No. 1, page 92, Proceedings of the Eighth Annnal
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Meeting of the Commandery -in-Chief ; report of the Committee on Officers' Reports,
page 152, Journal of the Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meeting of the Command
ery-in-Chief. which report was adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief; Recommenda
tion of the Adjutant General, page 39 of the Journal of the Proceedings of the Ninth
Annnal Encampment, and the report of the Committee on Officers' Reports, page
185, Journal of the Proceedings of the Ninth Annual Meeting of the CommanderyThe numbering of Camps will undoubtedly receive consideration by the
in-Chief.
The neces
Special Committee to Revise the Constitution. Rules and Regulations.
sity for a uniform system of numbering Camps is apparent. It has been the prac
tice of the Commandery-in-Chief to leave numbers of disbanded Camps vacant, so
that in case a new Camp was organized at a point where a Camp had been disbanded,
the newly organized Camp could have the number made vacant by the disbanded
Camp. The orders, reports and action of the Commandery-in-Chief, above referred
to. clearly indicate that it is the intention that Camps in the several Divisions should
be consecutively numbered. It is therefore ordered, until action of the Command
ery-in-Chief upon the report of the Special Committee to Revise the Constitution,
Rules and Regulations, that Camps be numbered consecutively in the several Divi
sions, and in all cases of numbers made vacant by the disbanding of Camps, such
numbers shall remain vacant, except where a new Camp is organized at points where
Camps have disbanded, and in that event, such new Camp will be given the num
ber of the disbanded Camp at that point.
The only objection to this method of
numbering Camps, thus far presented, has been that by giving a newly -organized
Camp au old number, was supposed to give the new Camp a rank to which it was
not entitled.
If Brothers will consult the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, they
will observe that the number of a Camp does not affect its rank, as the date of the
charter controls in that respect.
X. Information has been received at these headquarters, that one A. J. Bailey, a
dropped member of Camp 47, Division of Missouri, is traveling through Ohio and
other portions of the East, representing himself to be a member of said Camp, and
that he is imposing upon the Order. AU officers and members are warned to be on
the lookout for said Bailey, and whenever and wherever he makes his appearance,
representing himself to be a member of the Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., see
that he is shown up in his true light, to the end that worthy brothers may not be
imposed upon.
XI. The following Camps have voluntarily surrendered their charters: C. W.
Blyton No. 56, Sparta, Wis; P. A. Marden No. 41, Waupacca, Wis.
XII. The price of badges and other supplies belonging to the badge and deco
rative department, as announced in General Orders, No. 10, current series, is the price
at which they are furnished the Commandery-in-Chief.
The Quartermaster General
on account of express
reports a considerable loss to the Commandery-in-Chief
charges paid from the manufactory to these headquarters. By order of the Couucilin-Chief, Division Quartermasters will collect and remit to the Quartermaster Gen
eral ten per cent, upon all requisitions for supplies named in paragraph VI of
General Orders, No. 10, in addition to the prices therein named.
The Quartermaster
General will pay charges upon these supplies to these headquarters, and will prepay
charges upon this class of supplies, and all other supplies, to Division headquarters.
The Quartermaster General will not furnish supplies of any character direct to
Notwithstanding the plain provisions of General
Camps, but only to Divisions.
Orders, No. 10, many Camps are in the habit of sending requisitions for badges and
decorations to Maj. A. P. Davis. Camp officers must understand that neither Major
Davis nor the Quartermaster General will fill requisitions from Camps, and here
after Camp officers will make requisitions for all supplies upon Division Quarter
masters, and for supplies mentioned in said paragraph VI, General Orders, No. 10,
will add ten per cent, upon the prices therein named.
XIII. General Orders are issued for the information of the Order, and should be
sent to Camps by Division Adjutant, as soon as received.
Information has reached
these headquarters that General Orders, Nos. 10 and 11, were held at the head
quarters of one Division until the 20th of the present month, one month after the
date of General Orders, No. 10, and two weeks after the date of General Orders, No. 11.
The delay in this case is satisfactorily accounted for, yet all such delays are detri
mental to the Order at large, and all Division officers are requested and expected to
promptly forward all orders and circulars issued from these headquarters. Prompt
attention to duty in our organization, like all others, is essential to success.
XIV. The attention of Division officers is again called to the method of remit
ting funds to these headquarters. All funds for charter fees, per capita tax, together
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with quarterly reports, applications for charters, reports of mustering officers, must
be sent direct to the Adjutant General. All requisitions for supplies and remittances
The practice of sending
therefor must be sent to the Quartermaster General.
requisitions for supplies, and money therefor, to the Adjutant General, and of send
ing applications for charters, and charter fees, requisitions for supplies, and the
All communica
money therefor, to the Commander-in-Chief, will be discontinued.
tions and remittances concerning business in the office of the Adjutant General
Hhould be made to that officer, and the same rule applies to the Quartermaster Gen
eral, and the Commander-in-Chief does not desire that remittances and communica
tions belonging to either of these officers shall be made to him.
By order of: Leland J. Wkbb. Commander-in-Chit-f.
Official: Clay D. Hekod, Adjutant General.
Topkka. Kas., December 2'J. 1890.
Oeneral Orders, No. 13.
I. At the ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, the following com
mittee was appointed upon Military Rank: Gen. E. H. Milham, St. Paul. Minn.;
Col. G. B. Stadden, Springfield. 111.; and Col. Harry S. Fuller, Milwaukee, Wis.;
General Milham, being chairman of the Committee to Revise the Ritual, has
asked to be relieved from the chairmanship of the Committee on Military Rank; his
request has been granted, and Col. G. B. Stadden is hereby appointed chairman of
the last-named committee.
All brothers having suggestions to make concerning the
formation of a military rank will communicate with Colonel Stadden.
II. At the ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, the following
amendment to the Constitution was adopted:
ARTICLE

—.

Section 1. No brother who has served a full term, or to the end of a term, as a Camp or Division
officer, shall he deprived of his past rank or his vote as a past officer by reason of his affiliation there
after with ;i Camp in some other Division.

This amendment should have been printed in the addenda to the Constitution,
but was omitted by mistake.
III. Whereas. Serious charges and specifications have been received and filed at
these headquarters against Col. George Addiugton, commanding the New York
Division, Sons of Veterans. U. S. A., the said Col. George Addington is hereby sus
pended from office, and relieved of the command of said Division until further
orders; and
Whebeas, One of the charges against said Colonel is the alleged disobedience of
Special Order No. 3. issued by the Commander-in-Chief, authorizing an inspection
of the headquarters of the New York Division, on the 6th day of December, 1890,
which order was disobeyed by said Col. George Addington, Lieut. John G. Agar,
Adjutant, and Lieut. A. B. Kiernan. Quartermaster; of said Division: therefore, the
said Adjutant and Quartermaster are hereby relieved from duty in their respective
The said
offices until the final disposition of said charges, or until further orders.
Ool. George Addiugton, Adjt. John G. Agar and Qmr. A. B. Kiernan are herebyordered to deliver to Lieut. Col. William H. Wyker, of said Division, the funds,
books, records, documents, and all other property belonging to said Division, in their
possession or under their control. '
IV. Lieut. Col. William H. Wyker. of said Division, is hereby ordered to forth
with assume command thereof, to proceed forthwith to Division headquarters, at
Albany, N. Y., take possession of the funds, books, documents, records, and all other
property belonging to said Division, receipt to the officers in possession thereof for
the same; said Lieut. Col. Wyker will establish headquarters of said Division at
some point in said Division where he can have personal supervision of the affairs
thereof, appoint an acting Adjutant and Quartermaster of said Division, and do and
perform all other things necessary to the due administration of the affairs of said
Division.
V. Whereas, Some of the charges against said Colonel Addington relate to his
administration as Colonel of said Division for the term ending June 10, 1K<)0. the
said Colonel Addington is hereby suspended from all rights and privileges hs the
Colonel and as Past Colonel of said Division until the final disposition of said
charges, or until further orders.
VI. A court-martial will be detailed as required by law for the trial of the ac
cused and announced in special orders in the near future.
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VII. Aides-de-Camp have been appointed on the staff of the Commander in-Chief,
with rank of Lieutenant Colonel, from September 1, 1890, as follows:
California. — J. A. Medlar, Los Angeles.
South Dakota.— L. D. Lyon, Watertown: Edward J. Shepherd, Onlda.

Massachusetts.— Clarence E. Wheeler, Rockland; Samuel AY. Lawrence, Medford; Allen L. Taft,
Oxford: J. H. Kimball. Haverhill.
Missouri.— Webster Davis, Kansas City: W. A. Rein, St. Louis: J. O. Schneider, St. Joseph; E. B.
Howard, Gre€'nfleld.
Pennsylvania.— Alfred G. Loyd, Shurpsburgh; William Tongue, Philadelphia; Wildum Scott, Mil
ton; J. R. Himes. New Bethlehem.
West Virginia. — Charles A. Musgrave. Ritchie Court House; A. M. Lazier, Morgantown; Charles
F. Schultz, Wheeling; W. Wilbur Jones, Parkersburgh.
Wisconsin. — H. W. Cook huvlng removed from the State of Wisconsin, Captain Richard M. Smith,
of Martlnette, Is appointed as Alde-de-Camp in his stead.
Indiana.— George Behler, Garrett; Ira W. Christian, Noblesville; I. H. Lamar, Petersburgh; R. R.
Momtt, La Fayette.
Iowa.— A. C. Weeks, Denison; R. M. Kendrick, Keokuk; J. B. Dunn, Sheldon: E. D. Wolf, Du
buque.

Kentucky. — C. A. Jackson, Covington.

•

VIII.

Lient. Col. J. J. Walsh, Division of New York, Aide-de-Camp on the staff of
the Commander-in-Chief, tendered his resignation November 21, 1890, and the same
was accepted.

IX. For good and sufficient reasons, the charters of the following Camps are
hereby revoked: Richard Garrett Camp No. 82, Division of Illinois; Lieut. B. H.
Porter Camp No. 13, Division of New Jersey; Capt. Ebenezer Bickett Camp No. 141,
Gen. George Washington Camp No. 151, Paris Homey Camp No. 182, Jonesboro
Camp No. 352, Sergeant Joseph Waters Camp No. 366, Division of Ohio.
X. Attention of Colonels of Divisions is called to section 3, article I, chapter V,
General Rules and Regulations, concerning the property of the Division or Order,
books of records, orders, rituals, and Camp papers. These provisions should be
strictly enforced in all cases where Camp charters are surrendered or forfeited.
XI. The Department Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic of Ne
braska and Colonel commanding that Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., have
issued a circular, calling the attention of the Grand Army of the Republic and Sons
of Veterans to the destitute condition of many comrades and their families in that
State. The Department Commander, T. S. Clarkson, Omaha, Nebraska, asks for
contributions of provisions, fuel, clothing and money to aid the distressed veterans
and their families. Clothing laid aside by our brothers is especially asked for, to
" keep some poor comrade's family from suffering."
Brothers, for those of you who
The Department Com
are able, here is an opportunity to practice what you teach.
mander says: " Don't wait." as the need is pressing. Send all donations to Comrade
Clarkson, and address him or Col. Frank J. Coates, Omaha, Nebraska, for further
information.
XII. Colonels of Divisions are requested to advise the Adjutant General as
early as practicable of the time and place of holding their respective Division en
campments.
XIII. The Adjutant General has forwarded to Division Colonels envelopes for
return of installing officers' reports. These should be sent to all installing officers
or Captains of Camps in time for installing officer to report immediately after in
stallation to the Adjutant General.
XIV. The record of the proceedings of the court-martial for the trial of George
The accused
Mahoney, Camp No. 78, Massachusetts Division, has been received.
was charged with conduct unbecoming a member in obtaining money under false
pretenses, and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from the Order. The find
ings and sentence have been approved. Also, the record of the proceedings of the
court-martial for the trial of Henry H. Worcester, of Admiral Farragut Camp No. 78,
He was accused of conduct unbecoming a member, and
Massachusetts Division.
sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from the Order. The findings and sen
tence have been approved. First Sergeants will enter these names upon their blackbooks.
XV. The committee appointed to confer with the Post system, Sons of Veterans,
is meeting with grand success.
The result of their labors will be announced in next
General Orders.
XVL Information has been received at these hendquarters that one James
Schuld. claiming to be a member of Camp No. 57, of North Attleboro, Mass., is
He is an impostor.
traveling in New Jersey and other Eastern divisions.
XVII. The Quartermaster General has a large supply of " Blue-Books," and every
Camp should have one. Division Colonels are requested to call attention to this in
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their next Division Orders. The Commander-in-Chief has been called upon to make
forty official decisions since September 1. 181)0. Nearly all the questions presented
were passed upon by Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin, and his rulings were ap
These decisions are published in the "Blueproved by the Commandery-in-Chief.
Book," and, until reversed by the Commandery-in-Chief, are a part of the law of the
Order.
XVIII. All of the Divisions, except North Dakota, have made their reports and
These reports
paid their per capita tax for, the quarter ending September 30, 1890.
show that the Order generally is in a very prosperous and healthy condition, al
though many of the Camps and some of the Divisions were tardy in making reports.
We are now on the eve of a new year.
The Commander-in-Chief earnestly requests
all Division and Camp officers to be prompt in the discharge of every duty. If
The
Camp officers are dilatory it necessarily retards the work of Division officers.
Constitution. Rules and Regulations prescribe the time when all reports should be
made, and these laws should be complied with.
By so doing, the meetings of the
Camp will be more interesting and the business affairs of the order far more gratify
ing. All officers and brothers will concede the correctness of these suggestions. The
Commander-in-Chief, therefore, earnestly requests the hearty cooperation of all
members of the Order, and especially of officers, in building up and maintaining the
principles and objects of the Order.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.
General

Orders,

No. 1.

I. It

Tofeka. Kas., January

29, 1891.

has come to the knowledge of the Commander-in-Chief that many Camp
officers are in the habit of receiving General and Division Orders, which, through
neglect of Camp officers, are not read in the Camps, and not filed in the office of the
First Sergeant. This is a violation of duty, and all brothers having knowledge of
such practices in the future are requested to report the same to Division headquar
General Orders and Division Orders are issued for the information of the
ters.
Order at large, must be read in Camps, and preserved in the office of the First Ser

geant.

II. Only about one-third of the reports of the installing officers have been for
warded to the Adjutant General. Installing officers are furnished duplicate reports,
and it is their duty to forward one copy of the report to Division headquarters, and
one copy to the Adjutant General, at once.
All installing officers who have failed to
send in their reports will do so at once.
The Adjutant General is required to keep
a record of the officers of each Camp, and he cannot do so without these reports.
III. The practice of Camps and Camp officers of submitting to the Commanderin-Chief questions for his official decision, without first submitting them to com
If Camps and
manding officers of Divisions, is wrong, and should be discontinued.
Camp officers are not satisfied with the decision of the Division commander, they
may appeal to the Commander-in-Chief, but such appeal must be transmitted
through Division headquarters, in order that a proper record may be made concern
ing the decision and appeal.
IV. The Colonels of the Divisions of Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey and
Kansas have notified the Commander-in-Chief that their encampments will be held
as follows: Rhode Island, February 3, at Woonsocket; Connecticut, February 6, at
Bristol; New Jersey, February 19, at Trenton; Kansas, April 28-30, at Hutchinson.
The commanding officers of the other Divisions are again requested to notify the
Commander-in-Chief as early as practicable of the time and place where their re
spective encampments will be held.
V. The following Aides-de-Camp have been appointed upon the stuff of the
Commander-in-Chief, with rank of Lieutenant Colonel, to date from September 1,
1890, and will be respected and obeyed accordingly:
Alauama and Tennessee.— Past Capt. J. H. Ragle, Bear Creek Valley, Tenn.; Past Gapt. John S.
Moore, Mobile, Ala.; J. 11. Meyers, Greenville, Tenn.: Charles F. Smith, Chattanooga, Tenn.
South Dakota. — Past Capt. Walter D. Olney, Bangor.

VI. Information has
Frank Lane, claiming to

been received at these headquarters to the effect that one
be a member of J. D. Hill Camp No. 17, of the Division of
Indiana, is traveling in Wisconsin seeking aid from the members of the Order. No
such person was ever a member of J. D. Hill Camp No. 17.
This person is an im
postor, and should be treated accordingly.
VII. The proceedings, findings and sentence of the court-martial for the trial of
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Past Col. John J. MoAndrews, Lieut. George C. Atkinson, Past Qa.pt. William H.
Phillips, Lieut. George P. McDavit, and James A. Keown, of Camp No. 1, Division
These brothers were charged with disobedi
of Massachusetts, have been received.
ence of orders, and condnct uhbecoming members of the Order. They were found
guilty, and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from the Order. The proceed
ings, findings and sentence of the court have been approved, and the Colonel of
Also, the pro
Massachusetts has been instructed to carry the sentence into effect.
ceedings, finding and sentence of the court-martial for the trial of Bro. Bert M.
Hicks, Camp No. 31, Division of New York. This brother was charged with embez
zlement of Camp funds and conduct unbecoming a member and officer in his
relation to the Order. He was found guilty, and sentenced to be dishonorably dis
charged from the Order. The proceedings, findings and sentence were approved
Adjutants of Divisions and First Sergeants
and ordered to be carried into effect.
of Camps will place these names upon their respective black-books.
VIII. Again the attention of Division and Camp officers is oalled to the fact that,
if they were supplied with Blue-Books, nearly all questions which are submitted to
Colonels of Divisions and the Commander-in-Chief for official decisions would be
unnecessary. Nearly every section of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations has
been officially construed by decisions, which have received the sanction of the Com
These decisions have been published by order of the Commandmandery-in-Chief.
ery-in-Chief, at great expense, for the information and benefit of the Order. Colonels
of Divisions are requested to see that every Camp in their respective Divisions is
By so doing they will greatly facili
supplied with a copy of the Blue-Book at once.
tate the transaction of all business of the Order.
IX. The resignation of Lieut. Col. J. H. Reuss, Division of Maryland, has been
received, and, upon the recommendation of the Colonel of that Division, was ac
cepted.
X. In accordance with General Orders, No. 13, Lieut. Col. William H. Wyker has
assumed command of the Division of New York, and established headquarters at
Goshen. All communications relating to the business of that Division should be ad
dressed to him until further orders.
XI. Col. A. H. Davis, commanding the Division of North Dakota, tendered his
resignation, to take effect January 15, inst., which was accepted, and Lieut. Col. E. L.
Kinney has assumed command of the Division and established headquarters at
He will remain in command of the Division until a Colonel is duly
Wahpeton.
All communications relating to the business of the Order in
elected and installed.
North Dakota will be addressed to him.
XII. In accordance with the recommendation of the eighth annual meeting of
the attention of the Order is called to the birthday of
the Commandery-in-Chief,
Abraham Lincoln, February 12. By the authority of the Commandery-in-Chief, this
is to be known as "Union Defenders' Day," by the Sons of Veterans, and all Camps
The Commander-in-Chief
are earnestly requested to properly observe the occasion.
notes with pleasure that many Camps have already arranged to hold appropriate
ceremonies on that day, February 12. In his report to the Commandery-in-Chief,
Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott said: "We believed it proper that the Sons of Vet
erans, as an organization orfginating and resting upon principles so closely allied
and based upon the important events which characterized the grand achievements
of this, our martyr President, should take cognizance of his natal day." This patri
otic sentiment was unanimously approved by the Commandery-in-Chief, and by
properly observing the day much good has come to our organization in the way of
indorsements from the Grand Army of the Republic and the people generally, as
well as securing recruits for the Order, and reviving the interest of older members
in our patriotic work.
XIII. The committee to effect consolidation reporting that a few of the Posts of
Sons of Veterans had not come into the Order prior to January 1, 1891, by a vote
of the Council-in-Chief a charter and a Camp packet are to be furnished free to all
such coming over before March 1, 1891.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.
Topeka, Kas., March 12, 1891.
General Orders, No. 2.
L The issuance of this Order has been delayed on account of the absence of the
Commander-in-Chief in some of the Eastern Divisions, attending to business of the
Order.
II. The nation mourns the loss of two of its noblest and greatest defenders —
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Admiral David J). Porter, who died in Washington. D. C, February 13, and Gen. W.
T. Sherman, who died in New York city, February 14, 1891.
Nothing which we can
say can add to or take from the grand and glorious records made by these brave
and noble naval and military heroes.
The "Bugle Taps," which remind us of their
final "muster-out," should also remind us that the heroes of the war are rapidly
being gathered on the '"silent shore" with the mighty host gone before, and that it
is our duty to keep in mind, at all times and under all circumstances, the fact that
one of the principal objects of our association is to ''aid the members of the Grand
Army of the Republic in caring for their helpless and disabled veterans; to extend
aid and protection to their widows and orphans: to perpetuate the memory and his
As the years roLl by, the number of those who gave to us,
tory of our heroic dead."
as a heritage, a free and undivided country is rapidly decreasing, and our duties are
Let us be true to our trust.
rapidly increasing.
III. Division Encampments will be held as follows: Minnesota, June 2, 3, and 4,
at Winona; Maryland. June 9 and 10. at Easton; Michigan, at the same time as
National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, in August, at Detroit:
California, May 4, at Bakersfield; Nebraska, June 11, at Genevn: Ohio, June 9 and
10, at Toledo; Iowa, June 10 and 11. at Ottumwa; Wisconsin, June 11 and 12, at
Beloit; Washington, April 22, at Puyallup; Massachusetts, June 3 and 4, at Lowell;
Montana, April 20, at Bozeman.
IV. On the recommendations of the Colonels of their respective Divisions, the
charters of the following Camps have been revoked: New Jersey- Camps 25, 27,
and 32.
Ohio
Camps 4, Plain City; 28. Jamestown; 41, Austinburg; 106, East
Palestine; 184, Republic: 203, Pierce; 204, Weston: 208. Smithneld; 211, Columbus
Grove; 222, Summerfield; 225, North Georgetown; 246, New Plymouth; 249, Georgesville; 257, Rainsborough: 276, Mt. Pleasant; 278, Randolph; 307, West Union; 314,
South Solon: 335, La Grange; 343, Napoleon; 350, Fultonham; 358, Chicago; 367,
Orwell: 887. Byesville; 425, Dayton; 436, Tedrow.
V. Camps 4, 5, and 9, of Minneapolis, Minn., have selected the following execu
tive committee for the tenth annual meeting, to be held in that city in August,
.1891: Capt. F. G. Drew. Past Capt. Vi. T. Small, Past Capt. A. P. Courtney, Past
Capt. Eugene Baker, W. M. Spaulding. Capt. G. C. Evans, W. S. Walquist, W. S.
Sweiggert. C. Wickman, Past Capt. J. G. Rogers, Capt. L. B. Bunce, Lieut. J.
Grietsch. Sergt. W. Stolso. Sergt. H. H. Marters, and Past Col. A. S. Morgan.
Of
this committee. Past Col. A. S. Morgan, 1122 Hawthorne avenue, was elected presi
dent; Past Capt. J. C. Rogers, vice-president, and Capt. F. G. Drew, 319 Nicollet
avenue, corresponding fecretnry.
VI. The proceedings, tindings and sentence of the court-martial of R. G. Tyler,
of Camp No. 6, of Alabama and Tennessee Division, have been received.
This
brother was charged with conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to the
Order, was found guilty, and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged. The pro
ceedings, finding and sentence have been approved, and the Colonel of the Division
of Alabama and Tennessee has been instructed to carry the sentence into effect.
VII. Aides-de-Camp have been appointed on the staff of Commander-in-Chief,
with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, from September 1, 1890, as follows:
New Hampshire. —Ben. O. Roby, Nashua: Bert C. Fisher. Dover, and F. O. Packard, Hinsdale.
Montana.— George (). Freeman. Helena; N. J. O'Brien, Butte: S. B. Mann, Boise City, and John

.1. Bynon.

Salt Lake city, Utah,

New Jersey.— Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Edmond, of the Commander-in-Chief's Staff, having been
elected Colonel of the New Jersey Division, has tendered his resignation
as Aide-de-camp,
and the
following appointments are made In this Division: Robert C. Dumehl, Woodbury, and J. W. Seals,
Trenton.

VIII. Appointments of Assistant Inspector Generals for the several Divisions
will be made on the recommendation of the Inspector General, and announced in
next General Orders. The various officers of the Order having in charge matters
relating to inspection will be prepared to take up and complete this work within
the time prescribed by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
IX. It would be improper at this time to discuss the condition of affairs in New
York, but Division Order No. 2. issued by the Lieutenant Colonel in command,
referring to per capita tax due from that Division, is misleading. The Commanderin-Chief has no power to remit per capita tax, or in any wise suspend the Constitu
tion, Rules and Regulations relating to reports and per capita tax; but for the good
of the New York Division and the Order at large, the Lieutenant Colonel command
ing was instructed to pay the indebtedness of that Division to Camps before pay
ing its indebtedness to these headquarters.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebo.d, Adjutant General.
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28, 1891.

I. Upon

the recommendation of the Inspector General, the following Assistant
Inspector Generals are appointed to inspect headquarters of the several Divisions:
Alabama and Tennessee — Past Col. Elmer S. Walker, West Lebanon, Intl.
Arkansas —Past Col. N. M. Pell, Fayettevllle, Ark.
California— Thps. M. Robinson, Oakland. Cal.
Colorado —Past Col. F. C. McArthur, Denver, Colo.
Connecticut— Past Col. T. A. Barton, Providence, R. I.
North Dakota— Maj. Fred Hendershott, Bismarck, N, D.
South Dakota— Lieut. Col. L. D. Lynn, Watertown. S. D.
Florida — Lieut. Henry Thomas, Key West, Fla.
Illinois — Gen. C. A. Bookwalter, Indtunupolts, Ind.
Indiana— Capt. J. G. Leffler, Muncle, Ind.
Iowa — Col. H. J. Kline, St. Joseph, Mo.
• Kansas — Capt. W. Y. Morgan, Strong City, Kas.
Kentucky — Capt. Wm. Luther Davis, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Maine — Col. James H. Joyce, Great Falls, N. H.
Maryland - Past Col. E. R. Campbell, Washington, D. C.
Massachusetts— Past Col. E. K. Gould, Rockland, Me.
Michigan— Lieut. Geo. C. Cooper, Lansing, Mich.
Minnesota Lieut. Col. Wm. Rowe. Eau Claire, Wis.
Missouri — Past Col. A. M. Appelget, Tecumseh, Neb.
Montana —Capt. Wm. S. Votaw, Helena, Mont.
Nebraska — Maj. Geo. H. Palmer, Plattsmouth,
Neb.
New Hampshire - Past Col. E. K. Gould, Rockland, Me.
New Jersey— Gen. Geo. W. Pollitt, Palerson, N.J.
New York— Past Col. H. H. Hammer, Reading, Pa.
Ohio — Gen. Henry Frazee, Cleveland, Ohio.
Oregon — Past Capt. A. B. Hickman, East Portland, Ore.
•
Pennsylvania— N. L. Harrison, Hornellsvllle, N. Y.
Rhode Island — Lieut. Gen. E. J. San Soucl, Providence,
K. I.
Vermont — Gen. Orrln A. Gee, Brandon, Vt.
West Virginia— Gen. H. B. Baguley, Wheeling, W. V.
Wisconsin— E. W. Krackowlzer, Milwaukee, Wis.
Washington

II.

—Past Capt. Orlu George,

Seattle,

Wash.

Upon the recommendation of the Colonel of the Ohio Division, the charters
of Camp 2'S, at Marengo, and Camp 93, at Golconda, are declared forfeited. The
Colonel of that Division will at once take possession of the charters and the prop
erty of the Order in possession of the officers of said Camps.
III. In all cases where Camp charters are subject to forfeiture, Colonels of
Divisions should send the name, number and location of such Camps to these head
quarters.
IV. Aides-de-Camp have been appointed on the staff of the Commander-in-Chief
with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, from September 1, 1890, as follows:

Kr«

York.— W. S. Oberdorf, Danville: W. M. Watson, Blnghampton.
A. McDonald, Eureka.
W*»hisqto!i.— C. S. Scott, Spokane Falls.

CiLiroBjnA.— S.

V. In last General Orders, the time of holding the Nebraska Encampment was
announced as June 11. It should have been June 9, 10, and 11. The Pennsylvania
Encampment will be held at Dubois, commencing May 6; Missouri, June 16 and 17,
at Moberly; New York, June 16 to 19, at Binghamton.
VI. The proceedings, findings and sentence of the court-martial for the trial of
Bro. Charles Smiledge, of Camp No. 1, Division of Massachusetts, have been re
ceived, and it appearing that all the proceedings were regular, the findings and sen
tence have been approved, and the Colonel of the Massachusetts Division instructed
to carry the same into effect.
VII. Commandery-in-Chief headquarters will be inspected by the Lieutenant
General. Major General, and Inspector General, in the latter part of April. There
will be ample time between the close of this quarter and such inspection for Colonels
of Divisions to send in their reports, and make full settlement with the Commanderyin-Chief for the quarter ending March 31. As the matter of reports and indebted
ness of Divisions
to these headquarters will receive careful attention by the
inspecting officers, Colonels of the several Divisions will see the necessity of having
their reports in and their accounts settled in full before the inspection.
VIII. The Quartermaster General has on hand a large number of the printed
proceedings of the seventh, eighth and ninth annual meetings of the Commanderyin-Chief, which will be furnished to the several Divisions upon payment of express
Most of the new camps, and many of the old ones, are not supplied with
charges.
these proceedings.
They contain much valuable information, and should be on file
in every Camp.
IX. Many officers and members are in the habit of sending to the War and Navy
departments requests for certificates of service of soldiers and sailors for use in our
Order. Under the acts of Congress, such certificates can only be granted upon ap
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Hereafter all such requests must be trans
plication of the Commander-in-Chief.
mitted through Division headquarters to these headquarters. In all such cases the
name of the soldier or sailor, the company and regiment, or ship, must be plainly
written.
X. Col. Otis E. Gully, of Arkansas, having removed from that Division, tendered
his resignation, which has been accepted.
Lieut. Col. George Weymouth, of Eureka
Springs, upon the removal of Colonel Gully, having assumed command of the Divi
sion will continue in command thereof, and will be respected and obeyed accordingly.
XI. The Chief Mustering Officer, General Pollitt, reports the muster of twentythree Posts as Camps; five other Posts were mustered by the Colonel of the New
York Division, and three others are awaiting muster.
The officers of Camps which
were formerly Posts will report at once to their respective Division headquarters
the names and rank of all Past Post and Department officers in good standing *n
their respective Posts at the time they were mustered as Camps, as well as Past
Commanders-in-Chief, in order that their names may be placed upon the roll of past
officers entitled to seats in the Division and Commandery-in-Chief meetings. There
has been some trouble in getting correct numbers of these Camps, and Camp officers
are requested to immediately notify the Division Commander of any errors or irreg
ularities in this respect.
Charters have been issued to all Cnmps reported to these
headquarters as having been mustered: if any Camp has not yet received its charter
and supplies, they will be furnished immediately upon notice thereof being sent to
Division headquarters.
XII. As the time approaches for the report of the work in the departments of
the Surgeon General and Chaplain-in-Chief. it is important that all Camp and Di
vision officers in these departments be prepared for the work. Blanks have been
prepared and are now ready for distribution by the Quartermaster General upon
Colonels of Divisions should procure sufficient blanks for use in their
requisition.
respective Divisions at once.
XIII. On the 17th of March the United States Savings Bank closed its doors and
made an assignment for the benefit of creditors.
The Commander-in-Chief had on
The Order will lose nothing by this fail
deposit in the bank at the time $2,010.74.
ure.
The money was deposited as a trust fund, and the Commander-in-Chief hopes
to be able to obtain an order from the court in the near future to secure its release;
otherwise it will be replaced by the Commander-in-Chief.
XIV. Reports from the various Divisions show a rapid increase in new Camps,
and, recruits in the old ones. The increase of membership in new Camps is 7,424.
No other organization can show such substantial gains in the same length of time,
and it is due to the efficient work of the officers of the several Divisions.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official:
General

Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant

Orders,

General.

No. 4.

I. The proper observance of Memorial Day

Topeka, Kas., May

4, 1891.

is one of the objects of the Sons of
Veterans, U. S. A., and every Camp in the Order should participate with the Posts
of the Grand Army, Woman's Relief Corps, and the Ladies of the Grand Army of
the Republic in their respective localities, and show by their works that the declara
tion of principles and objects as set forth in our Constitution are not mere idle
words. All Camps are required to report to the Divisions Chaplain the number of
members who take part in the services of Memorial Day. Division Chaplains
are required to consolidate the reports of their Division and report the same to the
Chaplain-in-Chief, who is required to consolidate the Division reports and present
the same to the Commandery-iu-Chief
at its annual meeting.
Last year the Chap
lains of eleven Divisions neglected to report to the Chaplain-in-Chief.
As the
standing of Camps and Divisions is largely determined by these reports, Camp and
Division officers will readily see the necessity for making them.
II. By order of the Council in-Chief, the tenth annual meeting of the Com
mandery-in-Chief will be held at Minneapolis, Minn., commencing August 24, at
2 o'clock p.m.
The Council-in-Chief will meet at the same place at 9 o'clock a.m.
the same day.
The Committee on Transportation
will consist of the following-named
brothers: Past Col. E. W. Poe. Columbus, Ohio; Capt. T. J. Anderson, Topeka, Kas.;
Past Capt. John V. B. Clarkson, 139 Broadway, New York; A. W. Batchelder, Salem,
Mass., and Past Col. P. C. McArthur, Denver, Colo.
IV. Division Encampments will be held as follows: California, May 4. at Bakers

III.
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field; Pennsylvania, May 6. at Dubois; Sonth Dakota, May 19-22, at Pierre; Minne
sota. Jnne 2-4, at Winona; Massachusetts, June 3, 4, at Lowell; Maryland, June 9,
10, at Easton; Ohio, June 9, 10, at Toledo; Nebraska, June 9-11, at Geneva; Iowa,
June 10, 11, at Ottumwa: Wisconsin. June 18. 19, at La Crosse: Colorado, June 11,
New York, June 23-26, at Bing12, at Denver; Missouri, June 16. 17, at Moberly;
hampton: Michigan. August 3-6, at Detroit: Maine, June 10, at Auburn: New Hamp
shire. June 9, 10, at Great Falls; Kentucky, June 10, at London; Indiana, June 23-25,
at Lafayette.
V. Upon the recommendation of the Colonels of their respective Divisions, the
charters of the following-named Camps have been revoked, for failing to make re
ports and pay per capita tax for one year: California -No. 19, at Vallejo: No. 24, at
Arroyo Grand; No. 27, at Santa Paula. Montana — No. 3, at Fort Custer. Missouri
No. 102. at Polo: No. 105, at Sherman; No. 154, at Poplar Bluff. Alabama and Ten
nessee — No. 4, at Montgomery, Ala.: No. 15, at Sunb right, Tenn.
VI. The following Camps have voluntarily surrendered their charters: California
— No. 25, at East Los Angeles; No. 31, at Santa Rosa. Missouri — No. 4, at Inde
pendence; No. 23, at Sligo. New Jersey — No. 19, at Trenton.
VII. The charter of Camp No. 232, located at Le Raysville, Division of Penn
This
sylvania, is Tevoked upon the recommendation of the Colonel of that Division.
Camp positively refuses to comply with the by-laws of that Division and obey orders.
VIII. Aides-de-Camp have been appointed on the staff of the Commander-inChief, with rank of Lieutenant Colonel, from September 1, 1890, as follows:
Maeje.— Ralph B. White, Bangor; Chns. B. Witham, Lewlston.
Niw Jersey. — George H. Bailey, Atlantic City.

IX. During the administration of Gen. G. B. Abbott, a question arose as to the
eligibility of Col. Frank McCrillis, of the Division of Illinois, and it was decided that
Colonel McCrillis was not eligible to membership. He was a member of Camp No. 1,

of Chicago. The matter was referred to the Judge-Advocate General, whose report
is found on pages 111 and 112 of the Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meeting
of the Commandery-in-Chief,
held at Paterson, N. J. The question of Colonel
McCriUis's eligibility was passed upon by General Griffin, in his General Orders, No. 3,
of date December 1, 1889, pages 51 and 52, Journal of Proceedings of the Ninth
Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, St. Joseph, Mo., and decided ad
The Commander-in-Chief has received a petition of
versely to Colonel McCrillis.
Colonel McCrillis for reinstatement in the Order. The decisions of Judge-Advocate
General Appelget and Commander-in-Chief Griffin are based upon the fact that
Colonel McCriUis's father was not mustered into the service of the United States,
The
and that his discharge is signed by the Adjutant General of the State of Ohio.
petition for reinstatement is accompanied by the original discharge of Colonel
McCriUis's father, and proof that the troops with whioh he served were under com
mand of United States officers.
The discharge is signed by the Adjutant General of
the State of Ohio and Maj. Malcomb McDowell, of the United States army, then
serving upon the staff of Gen. Lew Wallace. As a general rule, troops mustered into
the service of the State only are not eligible to membership in the Grand Army of
the Republic, but there is one exception to this rule, and that is, if such troops
served in the Union army under command of officers of the United States army, they
are eligible to membership in the Grand Army of the Republic.
Article V. chapter I.
of the Constitution, provides that "sons, not less than eighteen years of age, of de
ceased or honorably-discharged soldiers, sailors, or marines, who served in the Union
army or navy during the Civil War of 1861-1865, shall be eligible to membership."
The proof presented in support of the petition for reinstatement shows that Colonel
McCriUis's father "served in the Union army during the Civil War," and that the
command in which he served was turned over by the Governor of Ohio to the Gov
ernment of the United States, and were commanded by general officers of the Union
army. There were many regiments of State troops never mustered into the service
of the United States, who "served in the Union •army" at the battle of Gettysburg
and other battles in the East; and during the raid of the Rebel army, under com
mand of General Price, through Missouri and the border of Kansas, many of these
were killed, many more were wounded, and many others lost their health in that
service.
All such troops are eligible to membership in, and many of them are mem
bers of, the Grand Army of the Republic.
I am of the opinion that such service
comes within the provisions of the eligibility clause above referred to.
I believe
that those State troops who fought at Gettysburg, at the Battle of the Blue, in Mis
souri, at Mine Creek, in Kansas, and many other engagements, under the command of
United States officers, "served in the Union army." I am of the opinion that Colonel
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McCrillis was and is eligible to membership in our Order. He is therefore reinstated
to membership in Chicago Camp No. 1, and to all the past honors which he held at
the time he was dropped from the rolls.
X. In pursuance of the action of the ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-

in-Chief, a court-martial consisting of Past Commander-in-Chief Charles F. Griffin,
Indiana; Col. G. B. Stadden. Illinois: Col. John W. Newton. Indiana; Col. H. S. Ful
ler, Wisconsin; Col. F. D. Eddy, Michigan; Past Col. George C. Harvey, Indiana;
Past Col. H. B. Baguley, West Virginia, and Gen. D. W. Wood, of Indiana, as Judge
Advocate, was appointed, and ordered to convene at Indianapolis, Ind., on the 10th
day of April last, for the trial of Past Commander-in-Chief Walter S. Payn >. upon
the charges preferred against him by Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott.
The court
convened at the time and place designated in the order, a trial was had, and the ac
cused was found guilty of appropriating
to his own use funds belonging to the Or
der amounting to $1,047.48, which had come into his hands by virtue of his being
Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., from the 1st day of Septem
ber. 1886, to the 19th day of August, 1887, and refusing to turn over to his successor
said sum of money, although often requested so to do by the proper authorities, and
thereby materially injuring the interests of the Order, and sentenced to be dishonor
ably discharged from the Order. The proceedings of the court, together with the
testimony taken, have been received and carefully examined by the Commander-inChief. The record shows that the proceedings were regular; that the accused had a
fair and impartial trial. The testimony fully sustains the findings and sentence of
the court, and they have been approved by the Commander-in-Chief.
It is therefore
ordered that Past Commander-in-Chief Walter S. Payne be and he is hereby dishon
orably discharged from the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
XI. On the 29th day of December last, charges and specifications having been
preferred against Col. George Addington, commanding the Division of New York,
he was suspended from office, and a court-martial, consisting of the following-named
brothers, was appointed: Col. T. A. Barton, Rhode Island; Col. W. A. Stevens, Mas
sachusetts: Col. H. W. Wessells, Connecticut; Col. H. O. Bixby. Vermont; Past Col.
G. Brainard Smith, Connecticut; Past Col. Andrew Derrom, New Jersey, and Past
Col. W. B. McNulty, of Pennsylvania, with Past Col. Job E. Hedges, of New York, as
Judge Advocate. The court met at the office of the Judge-Advocate General, No. 10
Wall street, New Y'ork city, on the 17th of February, in pursuance of the order, and
at that time supplemental charges and specifications were preferred against Colonel
Addington, and the same court was ordered to try the accused upon the original and
supplemental charges. The court entered upon the discharge of its duties, adjourned
from time to time until the 10th day of April, when the trial was completed. The
record of the proceedings, findings and sentences upon the original and supplemental
The accused was charged with violation of the obliga
charges have been received.
tion given at the time of assuming the office of Colonel of the New York Division,
in that he charged or caused to be charged on the books of the Division ¥34 for
He was also charged
charter fees, which was never paid to the Commander-in-Chief.
with having issued Division Order No. 11. and promulgating the same throughout
the Order, which order No. 11 contained disrespectful and scandalous language re
He was also charged with disobeying a cer
flecting upon the Commander-in-Chief.
tain special order issued by the Commander-in-Chief, in which special order Col. Geo.
H. Perkins, of the Division of New Jersey, was appointed to inspect the headquar
When Colonel Perkins presented himself at the
ters of the Division of New York.
headquarters of the New Y'ork Division to make such inspection, Colonel Addington
refused to allow the inspection to be made.
He was also charged with conduct un
becoming a member in his relation to the Order in issuing said Division Order No.
11.
The court found the accused guilty of all the original charges and specifications,
and sentenced him to be degraded from the office of .Colonel of the New Y'ork Divi
sion, but recommended that he retain his pist rank. The supplemental charge filed
against Colonel Addington was. that- he violated the obligation given at the time he
assumed the office of Colonel of the New Y'ork Division of the Sons of Veterans.
U.S. A. The first specification of this charge was, that the accused charged or caused
to be charged in the books of said Division, December 22, 1890, the sum of $50.15 as
having been paid to the Commander-in-Chief for supplies, which sum was never
On this charge and specification the accused was
paid to the Commander-in-Chief.
found guilty by the court, and sentenced to be degraded from the office of Colonel
of the New Y'ork Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A. The record of the trial and
proceedings against Colonel Addington is voluminous, there being 310 pages of
printed matter. It has been carefully examined and considered. The testimony
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fully sustains the findings and sentence of the court, and the proceedings, findings
In the sentence of the court upon the find
and sentence of the court are approved.
ings in the supplemental charges there is no recommendation that the accused be
allowed to retain his past rank. It is therefore ordered that the accused, Col. George
Addington, be and he is hereby degraded from office as the Colonel of the New York
Division. Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
XII. The office of Colonel of the New York Division being vacant. Lieut. Col. W.
H. Wyker has been ordered to convene the Division Council for the purpose of
electing a Colonel to fill such vacancy. The Division Council will also fill such other
vacancies as may exist in the elective offices of the Division.
XIII. Colonels of Divisions should report to the Commander-in-Chief headquar
ters the name, number and location of all Camps whose charters have been volun
tarily surrendered or forfeited, to enable 'the Adjutant General to keep a correct
record of the same.
XIV. Colonels of Divisions have been elected as follows: Connecticut, W. N.
Barber. Meriden; Montana, C. F. Morrison, Fort Keogh; New Jersey. Thomas H.
Edmond, South Broad street, Trenton; Rhode Island, W. B. Russell, 888 High street,
Kansas, C. D. Jones.
Proyidence; West Virginia, J. S. McCaskey, New Martinsville;
Norton (reelected!.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Heuod. Adjutant General.
Topeka, Kah., June Hi, 1891.
General Orders, No. 5.
I. Memorial Day, 1891. has passed into a fragrant memory. It was properly ob
served almost generally throughout the length atfd breadth of the land. In some
portions of the country it was not so observed, and some Sons of Veterans might
justly be charged therewith. Time was when the Fourth of July was celebrated
throughout the length and breadth of the country as a day for patriotic exercises
Dances, horse races, base ball and other games
It degenerated.
and teachings.
came in, and when the Fourth of July was over, instead of having heard and con
sidered lessons from which spring the most sublime of human actions, instead of
patriotic inspirations lingering in the memory, the youth of the land in many places
had only as a substitute therefor the memory of a greased pig, a greased pole, a
sack race, a ball game, or a horse race. May the time never come when the memory
of the Union dead shall be neglected on Memorial Day, and the beautiful and patri
otic ceremonies, which ought to be observed upon this day, give place to the
In response to the circular letter issued by the Com
exercises above referred to.
mander-in-Chief, asking for contributions to aid the comrades of the Grand Army of
the Republic in the South to decorate the graves of the unknown Union dead, the
results were worthy of the Sons of Veterans, and the Department Commander of the
Department of Georgia, G. A. R., under date of May 31, returns his thanks to this
organization, and sends this message:

"I

have realized during the post month, us never before, whtit auxiliaries of the G. A. R. meant,
been encouraged to believe that with their aid we can hope ere long to see Memorial Day
properly observed at every national cemetery In the South, and can hope to hear the principles of loy
ally presented by eminent orators In lessons drawn from the lives and death of those who fought for
the flag.''

I have

II.

XIV, Division Orders. No. 4, current series, dated May
Frank J. Coates, then commanding the Division of Nebraska, is

Paragraph

issued by Col.

(i,

aod

1891'
coun

it

a

termanded. If any Camps have complied therewith, the officers of such Camps will
Official information concerning mat
immediately make the necessary corrections.
ters at Commandery-inChiof
headquarters is only promulgated by and can only be
obtained therefrom.
III. The official report of the committee appointed to act with similar com
mittee to be appointed by Commander-in-Chief George T. Brown, of the "Post Sys
From this report
tem." has been received.
appears that, through the work of the
joint committee. 21 Posts in New York, with 39<>members, three Posts in Pennsyl
vania, with 58 members, and two Posts in New Jersey, with 24 members, have been
In addition thereto, four Posts were mustered in
mastered into our organization.
New York through Division headquarters, and two Posts mustered by the committee
were never chartered, the latter being Dupont No. 13, of Brooklyn, mustered by
Past Commander-in-Chief Marks, and Ira D. Rowley No. 155. Silver Creek. N. Y.,
The reports and charter applications from
mastered by Brother Jacob H. Stauch.
Dupont Camp have never been received, and only the reports from Rowley Camp.
A* to these two Camps the Colonel commanding the Division of New York will take

8f;
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immediate action to ascertain their condition, and cause charters and supplies to be
issued to them free of expense, if they have not already received them, upon receiv
ing the necessary applications and reports. Upon recommendation of the commit
tee, the thanks of the Order are tendered to the following brothers: Geo. W. Hubbs.
Syracuse: X. L. Harrison. Hornellsville: Jacob H. Stauch. Buffalo: R. W. Wilcox.
New York city; H. M. Ford, Syracuse: E. T. Fairchild. Dansville: J. E. Donahue.
Buffalo; Louis Weiss, jr., New York city: Arthur H. Ely, New York city: R. H. McConnic. jr.. Albany: Sherman Beatty, New Y'ork city: M. J. Severance, jr., Albany,
Geo. W. Marks, Brooklyn; Raphael Tobias. New York city: Edward Coon, Port By
ron; W. S. Oberdorf, Dansville; A. W. Barrett, Johnstown. N. Y.; Win. B. McNulty.
Philadelphia. Penn.: and Thomas H. Edmond. Trenton, and L. L. Drake. Elizabeth.
N. J. Commander-in-Chief Brown, true to his obligation at the time of his installa
tion, stayed with his command, and only enlisted under our banner when he no
longer had a command. He was mustered into Phil. Sheridan Camp No. 115, of
He is included in the list of brothers and com
Brooklyn, as a recruit. May !). 1891.
rades named by the committee as deserving the thanks of this Order. Upon receipt
of the above information, but before the official report was received, the substance
thereof was transmitted to the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Re
public, whereupon, in last General Orders, the following official indorsement of our
Order was inserted:
" These headquarters are advised that the Sons of Veterans, numbering over a hundred thousand
members, with Camps not only In nearly every State, but even In Canada and far-off Alaska, arc now
all united In one Order and under one banner, the Hag for which their fathers fought. The Com
mander-in-Chief therefore urges upon all Post and Department Commanders, and all Individual com
rades, the duty of encouraging
by every means in their power the growth of this young and rising
organisation. As our legitimate successor, if for no other reason, it has claims upon our attention,
the conservator of patriotism
but
like* that pervading our comrades of 1861 to 1H65. and which has
since so vitalized our Order and, we trust, has descended to our sons, we should give tt every possible
assistance, that it may prove one of the richest legacies of the war and Its veterans to a great anil free
Particularly should Memorial Day be an occasion for special recognition on our part of the
country.
'Sons." and they should be made to fully understand their share in this our annual observance, so that
for ail time to come our grand principles of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty may abide in this nation,
the guaranty of its power, prosperity, and peace."

This official indorsement is already bringing thousands of recruits to our ranks.
We have the indorsement of the WToman's Relief Corps, the Ladies of the Grand
Army of the Republic, the Ladies' Aid Society, and the Daughters of the Veterans.
The report of the committee closes as follows:
All the
"We congratulate you upon the completeness of the consolidation
of the two Orders.
and all but one in New York, are in our ranks; the last Post mustered was W.
Posts In Pennsylvania,
S. Hancock No. 3, now Camp 33, on Saturday, May 9, at Jersey City, N. J. Other Posts are knocking
for admission, and we do not doubt that before our next National Encampment convenes, that not one
Post will be left of the powerful organization
contesting the field with us one year ago. The personnel
of the Posts mustered is good; many of them are hard workers, and their efforts are telling for good,
especially in New York Division, where the presence of the Post system has had the effect of retarding
the growth of our Order very materially."
Brothers, further comment is unnecessary.
Our organization is on the highway
to prosperity, and its future greatness is assured.
IV. The tenth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief will be held in Minne
apolis, Minn., commencing Monday, August 24, at 2 o'clock p. M. Hotel and railroad
rates, routes to be taken, and other information as to the meeting, will be announced
in future orders.
V. The second semi-annual password and countersign for the year 1891 have been
transmitted to Colonels of Divisions, and upon receipt of First Sergeants' and Quar
termaster Sergeants' reports and remittance of tax for the quarter ending June 30.
1891, Colonels will forward to the Captains of Camps the password and countersign,
but it should not be sent to Camps not making their reports.
VI. Aides-de-Camp have been appointed on the staff of the Commander-in-Chief,
with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, as follows:
Washington. -John B. Cromwell. Tucoma ; W. F. Locke. New Wlmteoni. and Griff King, Kalam,i.
Kentucky. —John it. Bragg, F.dmonton, and C. D. Mansfield, Stanton.
Rhode Island.— Wm. H. McCormlck, Providence.

VII. The proceedings, findings and sentence of the court-martial for the trial
of Bro. J. B. Rice, of Camp No. 62, of the Division of Missouri, have been received.
This brother was charged with conduct unbecoming a member of the Order, was
found guilty, and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from the Order. The
proceedings, findings and sentence have been approved, and the Colonel of the Mis
souri Division has been instructed to carry the sentence into effect. The proceed
ings, findings and sentence of the court-martial for the trial of Bro. Harry K. Toland,
of Camp No. 40, Division of Ohio, have been received.
This brother was charged
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with conduct unbecoming a member of the Order, was found guilty, and sentenced
to be dishonorably discharged. The proceedings, findings and sentence have been
approved, and the Colonel of the Ohio Division has been instructed to carry the sen
tence into effect.
The proceedings, findings and sentence of the court-martial for
the trial of Bro. Marion Fortress, of Camp No. 29, Division of Michigan, have been
received. This brother was charged with conduct unbecoming a member of the Or
der, was found guilty, and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged.
The proceed
ings, findings and sentence have been approved, and the Colonel of the Michigan
Division has been instructed to carry the sentence into effect. The proceedings,
findings and sentence of the court-martial for the trial of Bro. L. A. Webster, of
This brother was charged
Camp No. 8. Division of Montana, have been received.
with the commission of a scandalous crime against the laws of his country, was found
guilty, and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged. The proceedings, findings and
sentence have been approved, and the Colonel of the Montana Division has been in
structed to carry the sentence into effect. The proceedings, findings and sentence
of the court-martial for the trial of Bro. G. L. Short, of Camp No. 8, Division of
Montana, have been received.
This brother was charged with obtaining money un
der false pretenses, was found guilty, and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged.
The proceedings, findings and sentence have been approved, and the Colonel of the
Montana Division has been instructed to carry the sentence into effect.
IX. The following Camps have voluntarily surrendered their charters: Wisconsin
— No. 59. at Chippewa Falls; 66, Tomah.
Minnesota — No. 6, at Minneapolis.
Massachusetts — Nos. 29, 40, 46, and 107. Kansas — No. 47, at Dexter; 49, Downs;
89, Arkansas City; 116, Dighton; 120, Norcatur;
135, Neosho Falls; 141, La Foun
tain.
X. Upon the recommendation of the Colonels of their respective Divisions, the
charters of the following Camps have been revoked for failing to make reports and
pay per capita tax for one year.
Oregon — Nos. 1, 2, and 4. Colorado — No. 1, at
Albuquerque. N. M.; 10, Monte Vista; 3, Rock Springs, Wy. Wisconsin — No. 71, at
Sun Prairie; 75, Manitowoc.
Illinois -No. 18, at Edinburg.
Ohio — No. 8, at Wilksville; 25, Fairview; 54, Shawnee; 68, Canal Dover; 69, Zanesville; 73, Manchester;
93. Wester ville; 125, Rushville; 147, Delphos: 183, Mt. Victory ; 187, Upper Sandusky ;
213. Gallipolis;
217, West Newton: 220. Carey; 238, North Eoyalton;
270, Bradner;
281. Belmore; 282, Wharton;
296, Shade;
354, Waldo; 355, Bellaire; 356, New Hol
land: 357, Fredericktown; 360. Sparta: 364, New Vienna; 394, Evansport; 405, Zanesfield: 430, Brecksville; 432, Rawson.
Kansas -No. 2, at Wayne; 15, Lamed; 37,
Garnett: 46. Barrett; 50, Jetmore: 51, Elk City; 65, Severy; 125, Smith Center.
XI. Colonels of Divisions have been elected and installed, with headquarters as
follows: Alabama and Tennessee, W. R. Cooper, Knoxville; Arkansas, J. H. Wilkins,
Paris: California, S. L. Blodgett, Bakersfield: South Dakota. L. D. Lyon, Watertown,
Kentucky. F. G. Singleton, Newport; Maine, E. C. Moran, Thomaston; Massachusetts,
Charles K. Darling, Fitchburg ; Minnesota, George H. Sheire, St. Paul; Pennsylvania,
H. M. Rebele, Allegheny City; Washington, E. W. Young. Seattle; Oregon, Frank
Melvin. East Portland.
.
XII. Division Encampments will be held as follows: Vermont, June 23-23, at St.
Johnsbury; Illinois, July 23-29, at Decatur.
XIII. In the court-martial proceedings against Past Commander-in-Chief Payne,
of Ohio, and Col. George Addington, of New York, appeals have been taken to the
All members of the Order are requested to refrain from dis
Commandery-in-Chief.
cussing publicly these and other court-martial proceedings, especially in the public
press, until they are finally disposed of.
Such discussion can do no good, and much
harm to the Order results therefrom.
XIV. Owing to some doubt I entertained as to the effect of the sentence again9t
Col. George Addington. late Colonel of New York Division, before passing upon it
I have taken time to examine the question fully, as well as to ask the opinion of the
I am now fully convinced that, under the provi
Judge-Advocate General thereon.
sions of section 3. article VI, chapter V, page 50, of Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions, the conviction of Colonel Addington operates as a forfeiture of "all honors
and privileges of past rank."
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clav D. Hkkod, Adjutant General.

Tofeka, Kas., July 25, 1891.
No. 6.
The committees to revise the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, the Ritual,
and upon Military Rank, will meet in Minneapolis, Minn., August 19, for the pur
General Orders,
1.
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pose of completing the work of said committees respectively, and to confer with
each other regarding the same.
It is important that every member of the com
mittees be present, as nothing now stands in the way of realizing the fondest hopes
of the founder of our organization and of those most interested in its welfare, except
wise laws, suitable ritualistic ceremony, and proper provision made for the military
feature of the Order.
The Committee on Military Rank has selected E. W. Krackowizer, No. 450 Market Square, Milwaukee, Wis., as its secretary. The Committee on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations has made Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of East Boston.
Mass., secretary of that committee.
The chairman of the Committe on Ritual will
immediately appoint a secretary for that committee and forward his address to
these headquarters. All members having any recommendations to make concerning
the work of these committees will forward the same to the secretaries thereof direct.
Until further orders, all communications relating to the revision of the Ritual will
be forwarded to Gen. E. H. Milham, St. Paul, Minn.
II. For the first time in the history of this organization, a rate of one fare for
the round trip to the annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief has been secured
in the territory of the Western Passenger Association, and the rate will no doubt be
given by all other associations. The official train, carrying the headquarters officials to
Minneapolis, will leave Topeka, Saturday, August 22, at 3 o'clock p. m., on the Rock
Island route: will leave Kansas City, Mo., the same day, at f>:85 o'clock p. m.. reaching
Columbus Junction and West Liberty on the morning of the 23d, and Minneapolis, at
G o'clock p. M. that day.
By the terms of the agreement between the members of the
Western Passenger Association as to the business passing between Chicago and St.
Paul and Minneapolis, this rate applies only via the Chicago. Burlington & Northern
Railroad.
Colonels of Divisions, and all others issuing orders or notices of any kinds,
will please note this item, and all members purchasing their tickets from Chicago to
Minneapolis, whether purchasing in Chicago or elsewhere, must secure tickets over the
Chicago, Burlington & Northern Railroad if they desire the one-fare rate. The Com
mander-in-Chief will be pleased to have all delegates and other brothers who con
template taking the Rock Island route accompany the headquarters train, but this
invitation must not be construed as a desire to divert any of the traffic which natur
ally belongs to any particular road therefrom, as the Sons of Veterans are under
obligations to the several passenger associations for the favors extended and the
recognition of the Order by them.
III. The books of the Quartermaster General will be closed August 1ft, and no
requisitions for supplies wjll be filled by that officer after that date. Colonels of
Divisions will therefore instruct their Quartermasters that a sufficient amount of
supplies must be ordered prior to that date to enable the Divisions to fill all requi
sitions until General Hazeiton's successor will be prepared to transact business.
Division Quartermasters will forward to the Adjutant General duly-attested copies
of their accounts with the Commandery-in-Chief. as appears from their books at the
Major A. P. Davis, of the Badge and Decorative
close of business August 1ft, 1891.
Department, will also forward to the Adjutant General a duly-attested copy of the
account of the transactions between his department and the Quartermaster General
These accounts will be submitted to theCounup to and including August IS, 1891.
cil-in-Chief, together with the report of the Quartermaster General.
IV. The Department of Surgery should be placed upon a higher plane in our
Order, and to that end it is necessary to secure the cooperation of all Division Sur
Division Surgeons are requested to put forth every
geons and Captains of Camps.
effort to obtain a report from every Camp in their respective Divisions, and forward
their consolidated reports to Surg. Gen. Orrin A. Gee, Brandon, Vt., not later than
August 10. Blank forms have been revised, and there is no good reason why this
department should not have full and uniform reports from all Camps, thus securing
data which will be of inestimable value to our Order as statistics.
V. The Adjutant General has obtained copies of a large number of the Division
charters, which have been recorded in a suitable book for that purpose. Colonels
of the Divisions of Arkansas, Florida, Kansas. New Hampshire, New York and South
Dakota will immediately forward to the Adjutant General the charters of their re
If the original charters are forwarded,
spective Divisions or certified copies thereof.
they will be returned to Division headquarters as soon as recorded in the office of
the Adjutant General.
VI. Colonels of Divisions will cause the reports of their Adjutant and Quarter
master to be forwarded to these headquarters on or before August 10. to enable the
Adjutant General and Quartermaster General to close up their books and make their

reports.
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VII. The charter of Hancock Camp No. 57, located at Waterville, Division of
Minnesota, has been surrendered and canceled.
VIII. Since last General Orders, Colonels of Divisions have been elected and in
stalled, with headquarters as follows: Colorado, L. W. Kenneday, Denver; Connecti
cut, Willis N. Barber, Meriden; Indiana, John W. Newton, Winchester; Iowa, Geo.
Van Houten, Lenox; Maryland, John R. Neely, Washington, D. C; Missouri, B. W.
Frauenthal, St. Louis; Montana, Chas. F. Morrison, Fort Keogh; Nebraska, F. P.
Corrick. Stockham; New Hampshire, Burt E. Fisher, Dover: New York, Clarence E.
Holmes. Mt. Vernon; Ohio, J. V. Hilliard, Newark; Vermont, K. W. Morse, West
Randolph; West Virginia, John S. McCaskey, New Martinsville; Wisconsin, Geo. W.
Division Encampments will be held as follows: Illinois, July 25Wing, Kewaunee.
81, at Decatur; Michigan, at Detroit, during the National Encampment of the Grand
Army of the Republic, August 3-8.
IX. That portion of paragraph I, General Orders. No. 4, ordering the Council-inChief to meet at Minneapolis, July 24, at 9: 00 o'clock a.m., is hereby revoked, and the
Council-in-Chief will convene at the West Hotel, Minneapolis, August 22. at 9:00
o'clock A.M.
X. The United States Savings Bank has resumed business, and the Commanderin-Chief has received the sum of $2,010.74, which was on deposit in that institution
at the time it made its assignment, March 17 last.
XI. There are now in the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory more than five
Camps, to wit: General Steele Camp No. 1, located at Guthrie, Okla. Ter.; Ellsworth
Camp No. 200, located at McAllister, Ind. Ter.; Harrison Camp No. 204, located at
Cameron, Ind. Ter.; El Reno Camp No. 218, located at El Reno, Okla. Ter.; Oklahoma
Camp No. 244, located at Oklahoma City, Okla. Ter.; and Council Grove Camp No.
250, located at Council Grove, Okla. Ter.
The Indian Territory and Oklahoma Terri
tory are therefore organized as a Division, to be known as the Division of Oklahoma,
Sons of Veterns, U. S. A., and the following officers are hereby appointed for said Di
vision: Colonel, Will. M. Allison, of Guthrie Camp No. 1, Guthrie, Okla. Ter.; Lieuten
ant Colonel, A. C. Scott, of Oklahoma Camp No. 244, Oklahoma City, Okla. Ter.;
Major, E. E. Williams, of El Reno Camp No. 213, El Reno, Ind. Ter.; Division Coun
cil, Thomas Evans, of Ellsworth Camp No. 200, McAllister, Ind. Ter., Chas. A. Miner,
of Oklahoma Camp No. 244, Oklahoma City, Okla. Ter., and F. C. Combs, of Council
Grove Camp No. 250, Council Grove, Okla. Ter. These officers will be respected and
The Colonel of said Division will immediately order an election
obeyed accordingly.
of delegates and alternates by the several Camps in his jurisdiction, and submit to
the Division Council the question of the time and place of holding a meeting of said
Division for the purpose of electing officers thereof and delegates and alternates to
represent said Division in the tenth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief ;
said Division Encampment to be held not later than August 12th, and the officers
and delegates so elected to be immediately thereafter reported to the Adjutant Gen
eral.

XII. The committee at Minneapolis will offer three prizes for the best drilled
Camps, and all Captains of Camps intending to compete for prizes will forthwith
correspond with F. G. Drew, Corresponding Secretary, Roqm 30, No. 319 Nicollet
avenue, Minneapolis, Minn., for information in regard to the drill and prizes.
XIII. The Division of North Dakota having failed to make reports and pay per
capita tax for five consecutive quarters, the charter of said Division, with the ad
vice and consent of the Council-in-Chief, is hereby revoked, and it appearing that
no meeting of that Division has been held as required by Constitution, Rules and
Regulations, and that there are but two Camps in said Division which have made
reports and paid per capita tax as required by law, the Camps in the State of North
Dakota are hereby attached to the Division of South Dakota for jurisdictional pur
The resignation of Lieut. Col. E. L. Kinney, commanding the late Division
poses.
of North Dakota, has been received and accepted, to take effect from the time he
turns over to Col. L. D. Lyon, commanding the Division of South Dakota, or his
representative, the property, books and records of the late Division of North Da
kota.
It is due to Lieutenant Colonel Kinney to say, that the unfortunate state of
affairs in North Dakota existed long before he assumed command, and no blame
therefor can attach to him. Col. L. D. Lyon, commanding the Division of South
Dakota, will at once assume command of the Camps in the State of North Dakota,
and will immediately thereafter report fully to these headquarters his action in the
premises.

XIV. Headquarters of

West. Minneapolis,

the Commandery-in-Chief will be established at the Hotel
Minn., August 18. 1891.
The rate per day at this hotel to the
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Sons of Veterans attending the Encampment is $3.00. The Hotel Brunswick, di
rectly across the street from the West Hotel, has established a rate of $2.00 per day.
The local committee has secured Morgan Post Hall for the use of the Commanderyin-Chief during this meeting.
This hall has good ante-rooms and other accommo
dations suitable for the meeting.
A Field Encampment will be established at
Minnehaha Falls, near the Soldiers' Home and Fort Snelling.
In view of the ex
tremely low rates given to members of the Order attending the Comniandery-inChief meeting, it is confidently expected that the attendance will be large, and
especially that Camps located in the Division of Minnesota and adjacent Divisions
will attend this meeting.
XV. The Commander-in-Chief and a portion of his staff will attend the meeting
of the Grand Army of the Kepublic and the Encampment of the Division of Michi
Headquarters will be established at the Hotel Norgan, August 5-8, at Detroit.
mandie.
Until the arrival of the Commander-in-Chief, Insp. Gen. M. E. Hall will be
in command at headquarters. Nothing has done more to assist in building up the
Order of Sons of Veterans during the last year than the magnificent appearance of
the Division of Sons of Veterans on the parade during the National Encampment of
the Grand Army of the Republic at Boston. Mass.
All brothers who can do so are
therefore requested to attend the meeting at Detroit, to the end that it may be a
success.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Clay
Official:
D. Herod. Adjutant General.

SPECIAL
Sjiecial Orders, No.

ORDERS.
Topeka. Kas.. November

t.

11, 1890.

I. To

enable the committee heretofore appointed in regard to mustering Posts
in Camps to complete its labors by December HI, 1890, as contemplated at the ninth
annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief. Chief Mustering Officer George W.
Pollitt is hereby authorized to receive applications for Camp charters from Posts,
and to muster the same as Camps without transmitting such applications to Divi
sion headquarters and to these headquarters for approval.
The Chief Mustering
Officer is authorized to detail competent brothers to act in his stead whenever, in
his judgment, the same ought to be done.
II. The Quartermaster General will furnish Camp packets to the committee upon
the requisition of the chairman thereof.
III. Upon the muster of a Camp by the Chief Mustering Officer, or any brother
appointed by him for that purpose, the application for Camp charter will be for
warded to the Colonel commanding the Division wherein such Camp is located, and
by whom it will be transmitted to these headquarters, whereupon charter will be is
sued as in other cases.
By order of. Leland J. Webb.

Official:

Clay D.
^ebod. Adjutant

Commander-in-Chief.

General.

Topeka, Kas., November 21, 1890.
of the action of the ninth annual meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief, authorizing the appointment of a committee to ascertain where the records
of the Third Grand Division are. and ordering them to be returned to the Com
mandery-in-Chief, the following committee is appointed for that purpose: Bro. T.
J. Anderson, Topeka, Kas.; Bro. J. J. Speaker, Buckner, Mo.; Bro. C. A. Higgins,
Chicago. 111. Said committee will proceed as early as practicable to discharge the
duties contemplated by the resolution of the Commandery-in-Chief, and will report
the result of their action to these headquarters immediately upon the close of their
labors.
II. All officers and brothers of the Order are hereby required to give all assist
ance in their power to the committee, to enable them to properly discharge their
duties.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General
Special

Orders, No. 2.
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Special Orders, No. 4.
Topeka, Kas., December 29, 1890.
A court-martial is hereby appointed, to meet at the office of the Judge-Advocate
Genera], No. 10 Wall-street, New York city, in the Division of New York, on the 17th
day of February, 1891, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of Bro.
George Addington, Colonel of said Division.
Detail for the court: Col. T. A. Barton, Rhode Island: Col. H. W. Wessells, Con
necticut; Col. W. A. Stevens, Massachusetts; Col. G. Brainard Smith, Connecticut;
Col. H. O. Bixby, Vermont; Col. Andrew Derrom, New Jersey; Past Col. W. B. McBro. W. S. Parker, of Pennsylvania, to be Judge Advocate.
Nulty. Pennsylvania.
A greater number of officers cannot be assembled without manifest injury to the
Order.
or(jer 0f . Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.

Official:

Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant

General.

Topeka, Kas., December 30, 1890.
Special Orders, No. 5.
I. Whebeas, Serious complaint has been made to the Commander-in-Chief,
against Col. A. H. Davis, commanding the Division of North Dakota, Sons of Vet
erans, tl. S. A.; and whereas, the said Colonel Davis has neglected to make reports
for his said Division, and has neglected to have his Adjutant and Quartermaster to
make reports for said Division, for the quarters ending June 30 and September 30,
1890, and has neglected and refused to perform the duties of his said office, to the
great detriment of said Division, and the Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., at
large:
Now, Thebefobe, It is ordered that the said Col. A. H. Davis be and he is herebysuspended from office and relieved from the command of said Division until further
orders. A court of inquiry will be appointed immediately, as provided by law, to
inquire into the management of said Division by said Colonel, and to inquire, also,
into the charges made against him.
II. Lieut. Col. E. L. Kinney is hereby ordered to assume command of said
Division, to take possession of all of the funds, books, records, and property of
every description, belonging to said Division, and to locate headquarters of said
Division at some point within said Division where he can personally superintend
the command thereof.
It iB further ordered, that the Colonel, Adjutant and Quarter
master of said Division do forthwith turn over to the said Lieutenant Colonel all of
the funds, books, records and property belonging to said Division, in their posses
sion or under their control, taking receipt of said Lieutenant Colonel therefor.
III. The Lieutenant Colonel of said Division will immediately, upon assuming
command thereof, report to these headquarters all his actions under and by virtue
of these orders.
By orijer of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.
Topeka, Kas., January 14, 1891.
Special Orders, No. 6.
A court-martial is hereby appointed, to meet at Indianapolis, Ind., on the 24th
day of February, 1891, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of Bro.
Walter S. Payne.
Detail for the Court: Gen. Charles F. Griffin, Past Commander-in-Chief; Col. G.
B. Stadden, Illinois; Col. John W. Newton, Indiana; Col. H. S. Fuller, Wisconsin;
Col. F. D. Eddy, Michigan; Past Col. E. W. Poe, Ohio; Past Col. H. P. Baguley, West
Virginia. Bro. Bartow S. Weeks, Judge-Advocate General, to be Judge Advocate.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.
Topeka, Kah., January 14, 1891.
No. 7.
W. S. Parker, of Washington. Penn., heretofore detailed as Judge Advocate
of the court detailed for the trial of Col. George Addington, commanding the Divi
sion of New York, having declined to serve, his declination is accepted.
II. Bro. Job E. Hedges, of the Division of New York, is hereby detailed as Judge
Advocate of said court. He will be obeyed and respected accordingly.
Special

Orders,

I. Bro.

By order of: Leland
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.

J.

Webb,

Commander-in-Chief.

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.
[

For

Special

Orders, No. 7-A, see p. 108, Assistant Adjutant

General's Report.]

Topeka, Kas.. February 14, 1891.
Special Orders, No. 8.
On account of the inability of some of the members of the court to attend there
upon, at the time specilied in Special Orders, No. 6, and for other good and sufficient
reasons, the court-martial appointed to meet at Indianapolis, Ind., February 24,
1891, for the trial of Rro. Walter S. Payne, is hereby postponed for one month.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Clay
D.
Official:
Hebod. Adjutant General.
Topeka, Kan., March 12, 1891.
Orders, No. !>.
Whereas, On the 6th day of October, 1886, Bro. G. N. Howard, of Daniel Chap
lin Camp No. of the Division of Maine, was dropped from the roll of membership
of said Camp for non-payment of dues; and
Whereas, On the 13th day of June, 1888, said Bro. G. N. Howard was duly rein
stated by said Camp to membership; and
Whkbkas, On the 11th day of July, 1888, another ballot ou the application of said
Bro. G. N. Howard for reinstatement was ordered by Col. W. H. Perry, and the ap
plication of Bro. G. N. Howard for restoration was. by such second ballot, pretended
to have been rejected; and
Whebeas, Such second ballot, and the action of said Daniel Chaplin Camp No.
in holding said second ballot, was illegal and void: therefore,
The action of said Daniel Chaplin Camp No.
of date of July 11, 1888,
whereby said Camp pretended to reject the application of Bro. G. N. Howard for
reinstatement to said Camp,
hereby annulled and set aside.
II. The Captain and First Sergeant of| said Daniel Chaplin Camp No. are di
rected to grant and duly attest
transfer card to said Bro. G. N. Howard, as of date
July 11, 1888, and forward the same to the Colonel commanding the Division of
Maine, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., who is hereby directed to forward the same to
Col. W. A. Stevens, commanding Massachusetts Divisions, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.,
Maiden, Mass., who will transmit the same to said Bro. G. N. Howard.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.
a
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Topeka. Kas., March 19, 1891.
Special Orders, No. 11.
court-martial is hereby appointed to meet at Indianapolis, Ind., at 10 o'clock
a.m., on the 10th day of April, 1891, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial
of Bro. Walter S. Payne.
Detail for the court: Gen. Charles F. Griffin. Past Commander-in-Chief; Col. G. B.
Stadden, Illinois; Col. H. S. Fuller. Wisconsin; Past Col. Geo. C. Harvey, Indiana:
Past Col. H. B. Baguley. West Virginia; Col. John W. Newton, Indiana; Col. F. D.
Gen. D. W. Wood, Anderson, Ind.. to be Judge Advocate.
Eddy. Michigan.
By order of: Leland J. Webb. Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.
Topeka, Kas., May 4. 1891.
Special Orders No. 10. issued by the Commander-in-Chief March 12. 1891.
hereby revoked.
II. Whebeas, On the 6th day of October, 1886, Bro. G. N. Howard, of Daniel Chap
lin Camp No. of the Division of Maine, was dropped from the roll of membership
of said Camp for non-payment of dues; and
Whebeas, On the 13th day of June, 1888, said Bro. G. N. Howard was duly rein
stated by said Camp to membership: and
Whebeas, On the 11th day of July, 1888, another ballot on the application of said
Bro. G. N. Howard for reinstatement was ordered by Col. W. H. Perry, and the appli
cation of said Bro. G. N. Howard for restoration was. by such second ballot, pre
tended to have been rejected; and
Whebeas. Such second ballot, and the action of said Daniel Chaplin Camp No.
Orders, No. 12.
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in holding said second ballot,

was illegal and void: therefore, the action of said Daniel
Chaplin Camp No. 8, of date July 11, 1888, whereby said Camp pretended to reject
the application of Bro. G. N. Howard for reinstatement to said Camp, is hereby an
nulled and set aside.
III. The Captain and First Sergeant of said Daniel Chaplin Camp No. 3 are di
rected to grant and duly attest a transfer card to said Bro. G. N. Howard, as of date
July 11, 1888, and forward the same to the Colonel commanding the Division of
Maine. Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., who is hereby directed to forward the same to Col.
W. A. Stevens, commanding Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., Mai
den. Mass., who will transmit the same to Bro. G. N. Howard: Provided, however, That
the said Brother Howard shall pay to said Camp No. 3 all dues and assessments owing
by him to said Camp July 11, 1888, before said transfer card is delivered to him.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.

Topeka, Kas., July 9, 1891.
Special Orders, Ho. 13.
I. Application has been received at these headquarters for the organization of
the Indian and Oklahoma Territories as a Division of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.,
there being in said Territories more than five Camps, to wit: General Steele Camp
No. 1. located at Guthrie, Okla. Ter.; Ellsworth Camp No. 200, located at McAllister,
Ind. Ter.; Harrison Camp No. 204, located at Cameron, Ind. Ter.; El Reno Camp
No. 213, located at El Reno, Okla. Ter.; Oklahoma Camp No. 244, located at Okla
homa City, Okla. Ter.; and Camp No. 250, located at Council Grove, Okla. Ter.
II. Capt. W. M. Allison, of General Steele Camp No. 1, Guthrie, Okla. Ter., is
hereby detailed to oollect from said Camps the sum necessary to purchase a set of
Division books and to pay the charter fee; and each of said Camps will immediately
forward to Captain Allison, the names of three members in good standing in their
respective Camps, said members to be charter members of the new Division, to be
known as the Division of the Indian and Oklahoma Territories.
III. Upon receipt of the report of Captain Allison, together with charter fee and
the names of charter members as above specified, said new Division will be organized
in due form.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.

CIRCULAR LETTERS.
Circular

Topeka, Kas., May 7, 1891.
The Commander-in-Chief has received information to the effect that the Depart
ment of Georgia, Grand Army of the Republic, by reason of its limited member
There
ship, will be unable to properly observe Memorial Day without assistance.
are buried in that Department 45,000 defenders of the Union, who freely gave their
lives that their country might live, and that we, the Sons of Veterans, may enjoy
the blessings of free government. Our organization has been honored with a re
quest to assist the Grand Army of the Republic in decorating the graves of those
All Divisions and Camps are earnestly requested to donate as liber
fallen heroes.
ally as their means will allow. Send all contributions to Com. Albert E. Sholes,
Department Commander, Augusta, Ga., and notify the Adjutant General of the
amount contributed, to the end that a proper record may be made at Commanderyin Chief headquarters.
Owing to the short time in which to accomplish this work, the press of the
country is requested to publish this circular.
By order of: Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.
Letters, No. 1.

Topeka, Kas., June 19, 1891.
Letters, No. 2.
The Department of Georgia, G. A. R., through its committee, again appeals to
In response to their last appeal, 10,000 graves of un
the Sons of Veterans for aid.
known Union dead were decorated with flags and flowers purchased by donations
from the Sons of Veterans. Now funds are desired to pay for the "Andersonville
prison-pen" property, and properly take care of it, the same to be conveyed to the
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Grand Army of the Republic, at Detroit, in August neit. When the Grand Army of
the Republic shall be no more, this ground, historical as the spot where thousands
of the comrades of our fathers were starved and ''persecuted, in atrocity and bitter
ness unparalleled" in human history, is to be conveyed to the Sons of Veterans.
U. S. A., who will guard the remains of the Union dead who lie there, with sacred
vigilance. Divisions and Camps are requested to subscribe as liberally as their
means will permit for this most laudable purpose.
Send all contributions to the Quartermaster General, F. S. Hazelton, Topeka,
Kas., who will receipt for the same and make a detailed report thereof to the Com
mander-in-Chief.
By order of: Leland J. Webb. Commander -in- Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hehod, Adjutant General.

Topeka. Kas., August 15. 1891.
Circular Letters, No. 3.
The Committee on Transportation fur the tenth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chicf, at Minneapolis. Minn., August 24-29, 1891. have secured a rate of
one fare for the round trip in the territory covered by the Western Passenger Asso
ciation. Central Traffic Association, Trunk Line Association, and from Kansas, Ne
braska and Colorado in the Trans-Missouri Association.
For the balance of the
territory covered by the Trans-Missouri Association, the rate will be one and onethird fare, on the certificate plan, up to the Missouri river, certificates to be signed
by the Adjutant General. The committee have been unable to secure any conces
sions from Pacific coast points, and delegates from that territory will be compelled
to pay the regular tourist rate.
As announced in General Orders, the official train, carrying the headquarters offi
cials to Minneapolis, will leave Topeka Saturday, August 22, at 3 o'clock p. M., on the
Rock Island route; will leave Kansas City the same day at 6:35 o'clock r. m., reaching
Columbus Junction and West Liberty on the morning of the 23d, and Minneapolis
at ti o'clock p. m. that day.
By the terms of the agreement between the members of the Western Passenger
Association as to the business passing between Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapo
lis, this rate applies only via the Chicago. Burlington & Northern Railroad.
Colonels
of Divisions, and all others issuing orders or notices of any kind, will please note this
item, and all members purchasing their tickets from Chicago to Minneapolis, whether
purchasing in Chicago or elsewhere, must secure tickets over the Chicago, Burling
ton it Northern Railroad if they desire the one-fare rate.
The Camps at Hiawatha and Mankato. Kas., have tendered their services as an
escort to the Commander-in-Chief, and will accompany the headquarters train.
All brothers intending to take this route are requested to accompany the head
quarters train.
By order of. Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Clay D. Hebod. Adjutant General.

Bno. H. G. Ogden. of Indiana: Commander. I move this report be referred to the
proper committee, and that we do now adjourn.
Judge-Advocate
Genebal Weeks: I understand that, by the adoption of the
general order of business, we are to hold our sessions until fi o'clock. I do not think
it is necessary any motion should be made to refer the reports of officers to the Com
mittee on Officers' Reports. They take that course without motion.
The Presiding Officer ( Major General Loebenstein in the chair) : That course
will be pursued.
We will now hear the report of the Quartermaster General.
The Quartermaster General submitted his report.

REPORT OF QUARTERMASTER
REPORT

GENERAL.

THE QUARTERMASTER

OF

95

GENERAL.

Commandeby-in-Chief, Sonh of Vetebans, U. S. A.
Topeka, Kas.. August 19. l»'M.
Gen. Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief:
Genebal — I have the honor to herewith submit my annual report, which is as
follows:
Headquabtebs

SUPPLEMENTAL
On hand as
Received
Received
Received
Received

TO (iUABTEBMASTEB

GENEBAL

HOMAN's BEP0BT.
#2,697 16
1 31
36 61
H 36
2 00
9 80

i>er report

from Maryland Division
from California Division
from General

Abbott

from Ohio Division
Bine-Books sold

#2.750 16

Paid out as follows :
Adjutant General Bookwalter

General Hoinuu
Quartermaster
Henry Frazee, gold star
Comiuander-ln-Chlef-Elect Webb
Captain Eben Oaken, prize drill
1 Baguley, at Boston
_ s and telegraph
s Councll-ln-Chief, at St. Joseph
Tnrned over to Quartermaster General Iluzellnn

•

#250 00
250 00
150 00
500 00
800 (Hi
68 00
H 02
1,128 18
95 9(1

#2,750 16

I herewith submit a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the Quarter
master General's department for year just ended:
RECEIPTS.
Received from all sources
As follows:
From Quartermaster General Homan
From General L. J. Webb, for Commandery-ln-Chlef
From Surgeon General Bracklow
From supplies, badges, and decorations
Per capita tax. third quarter 1890
Per capita tax, fourth quarter 1890
Per capita tax, first quarter 1891
Per capita tax, second quarter 1891

(34,634 68

'.
#2,067
2.267
2,181
1,940

2*
16
11
88

Charter fees for year

#95 96
500 00
7 70
14,217 03

8,456 :I9
1,247 50
#24,524 58

Total
EXPENDITURES.
of Adjutant General
transfer headquarters

and Quartermaster

Boxes, crates, packing and loading
Freight on same to Topeka
Unloading same at Topeka

General

to Indianapolis, to

supplies

#98 33
40 85
72 IK)
4 95
#216 13

Furniture.
Three oak desks, eight chairs, one table, and P. O. scales
Travelino Expenses of Commander-in-Cliief.

New York, in November
To Kansas City Camp Fire, December 31

To

To
To

Chicago.

In December

New York. In January and March
To Hutohln-on Encampment
To Minneapolis, Wisconsin, and New York. In .Tidy
To Warrensburg Reunion
To Decatur and Detroit

Adjutant General
burg

Traveling Expenses of Staff.
Herod, to Arkansas City Reunion, Hutchinson, and Warrens

mster General Hazelton,
i of staff at Detroit

Colonel Geo. Addlngton
General Walter S. Payne

to Hutchinson and Detroit

Court-martial Expenses.

160 50
#160 82
12 67
40 25
225 35
20 70
161 46
7 35
46 63

#52 37
58 45
94 50
#701 05
283 on
•

674 23

205 32

984 10
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Committees.

Inspection of Comniandery-ln-Chlef headquarters
Committee on Third Grand Division Records
of Post System
Committee on Consolidation
Committee on Ritual
Committee on Constitution

*199 81
96 45
93

JJ
JJ
15 00

»485 04

Salarie*.
Adjutant

*1.200 00

General

guartermaster General

I.JJJ
UI
**9599

Stenographer

•J.995 99

General Expenses.

Publishing proceedings of St. Joseph meeting
Freight on same to Topeka
W. S. Garber. reporting at St. Joseph
Winchester battery
American Security Co., bond
A. Gast, lithographer, stationery for staff
A. Gast, I Ithogrnpher, 2,000 charters
Printing general orders for year
C. A. Bookwalter, for gold star for Gen. Webb
Other general Items
Including lithographing for headquarters
Telegraphing for the year
Postage for the year
Express charges for year
Printing of supplies
Maj. Davis, for badges and decorations
Albert TJ. Sholes, Department of Georgia,
Andersonvllle and other cemeteries

*603 70
, 2

,11'

100 Oil

}JJ

JJ

«
, ~
?
241
150 00
139 78

JJ

^

Office Ej-penses.
and sundries

JJJ JJ

J*J ™
J*
J™
l,2tl 5
».»«
G. A. R., for decorating

graves

at

JJ

JJ JJ

2,591 85

Cash on hand

M

Total
AMOUNTS DUE FROM DIVISIONS,

As

Follows:
10 12
7 28
I3 24
12 93
100 84
6 48
3 72
5 32
:

Alabama and Tennessee

Colorado
North Dakota
Florida
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas

Maine

Massachusetts
Minnesota
Montana
New York
Ohio

12 *J
85

*

1° 69
97 03
57 35
9 40
18 41
18 00
1 1

Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
West Virginia
Washington
Oklahoma

Missouri

DIVISIONS

HAVING

CREDIT,

As

(475 38

Follows:
*l

58
72
28
• 29
48

Arkansas
South Dakota

Illinois
Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan

J

JJ
80
J JJ
J-

New Hampshire
Vermont

°reK"n

•

PROPERTY

,

^

ON HAND.

?_

—

,17 60

W.115 SO

Supplies
Badges and decorations
Records on hand
Furniture and fixtures

6^6 f3
47*
'So* *u

JJ

BILLS UNPAID.
Maj. A. P. Davis, for badges In August
E. C. Kleb, reporting Addlngton court-martial
Gen. Griffin, account Payne court-martial
Col. Sladden, account Military Committee

*.,„..»•

(3,75* 63
:

*7*0 95
334 00
17 95
(1.104 90
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It occurs to me, by virtue of experience during the past year, that the permanent
location of this Department at some central point for a term of years would be of
great advantage to the Order in general. I would recommend, therefore: 1st, That
same be adopted. 2d, That the Quartermaster General be required to keep a regular
set of books, and to furnish trial-balance copies to Commander-in-Chief and others
at end of each quarter.
Many of the blanks now in use need revising, especially the requisition blank, in
order to avoid so many errors in ordering supplies.
The work of this Department has been nearly doubled the past year, in conse
quence of handling badges and decorations. In order to handle these decorations
and avoid delays, a thousand dollars' worth should be kept in stock at all times.
I
think, however, the best way to handle the badges and decorations is to continue
the present system.
Thanking the brothers of the order for their kindness and courtesy at all times
during our business relations, I remain,
F. S. Hazelton, Quartermaster General.
Fraternally,
Quabtebmasteb Genebal Hazelton: In regard to amounts due from Divisions,
would just say that these amounts are subject to correction.
For instance, the
amount due from the Indiana Division has been received since the making of this
report. In regard to the bill for badges, which is unpaid, I would say that it has
been our custom to pay the bill for badges each month.
I thought at the beginning
of August we would have large orders for badges, it being just before the meeting
of the Commandery-in-Chief, and I ordered quite a number, which are on hand to
be turned over to the new administration.
The Fbesidino Offioeb: The report of the Quartermaster General will be re
ceived and referred to the Committee on Officers' Reports, when appointed.
The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The next thing in order is the report of the Lieuten
ant General. He is not here, as I have explained. The next thing in order is the
report of the Major General.
Majob Genebal Loebenstein : Commander, I have no report to make, except a
verbal one. No duties have been assigned to me during the past year by the Com
mander-in-Chief, and I have had none to perform outside of the work in my own
Division. I have visited Camps in Kansas, Missouri, and Illinois, and done what I
thought was my place to do in our own Division and attended our Division Enoampment; was a member of the Inspection Board that inspected national headquarters
in pursuance of the action of the last National Encampment, the report of which
inspection will be presented later. I have nothing further to report.
The Commandkb-in-Chief: Has the Chief-of-Staff any report to make?
Gen. D. W. Wood: Commander, having had no duties assigned to me, I have no
written report to make to the Encampment. The only duty assigned to me was the
I did that as well as I could, and sup
duty of conducting the Payne court-martial.
It is here before the Encamp
pose you all know the result of that court-martial.
ment. That was the only duty assigned to me, and I performed it as faithfully,
conscientiously and capably as I knew how.
I desire to thank the Commander for
the honor conferred upon me.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The next thing in order is the report of the Inspector
General.
Inspectob Genebal Hall: Commander, I had no idea that my report would be
reached this afternoon, so I did not bring it with me.
If desired, I can run up to
the hotel and get it, but I would prefer to have the other officers proceed with their
reports. It will take an hour and a half or an hour and a quarter to read mine.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I move that the reading of the

I
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report of the Inspector General be made the first thing in order upon reconvening
at 8 o'clock this evening, aud that we now proceed with the other officers' reports.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It requires a two-thirds vote to suspend the regular
•
order of business.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: _ Commander, it is unnecessary to do any
thing of that sort. If an officer is not ready to make his report, let him get up and
say so, and we can pass on to the next.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Inspector General not being ready to report, we
will hear the report of the Chief Mustering Officer.
Chief Mustering Officer Pollitt submitted his report.

REPORT OF THE CHIEF MUSTERING

OFFICER.

Patekson, N. J.. August 20, 1891.
Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.:
Genebal — I herewith present my report as Chief Mustering Officer for the past
Upon assuming the position to which you appointed me, I at once made in
year.
quiry as to the particular duties assigned to the Chief Mustering Officer, and soon
ascertained that there were none. This fact seems to indicate that the work attached
to the office is capable of considerable expansion, and that something should be done
to make a more practical use of this seemingly important department of national
headquarters. This office should be less honorary in its character, and its duties
more clearly defined in the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
I subsequently found that my idea of the small amount of work to be required
of me as Chief Mustering Officer was a wrong one, as the duty of mustering the Posts
of Sons of Veterans into our Order was performed through this office, and I was en
tirely satisfied, before the work of consolidation was finished, that your Chief Mus
tering Officer had been furnished with all the work any reasonable man might desire.
The labor attached to the mustering of 28 Camps with 54'! applicants is not small,
and as the time in which the terms of consolidation held good was limited, the diffi
culties attending the situation were many. Your Chief Mustering Officer had to do
the clerical work of a Division headquarters without the aid of an Adjutant and
Quartermaster, and it was often difficult to meet all the demands made upon him.
The recruits who came in under consolidation were unused to our way of conducting
affairs, and great care had to be exercised, to the end that no mistake should be made
in properly launching the new Camps. I feel confident in the belief that the work
was done well, and that this final attempt at consolidation was a magnificent success.
Members of the Order whenever called upon to aid in mustering the Posts as Camps
were quick to respond, and thus the work was lightened by the efficient aid of many
self-denying brothers.
Following is a list of Posts mustered from this office:
Abbam Dubyea Pobt No. 2.
Mus
Department of New York, New York city.
tered, December 8. 1890; John V. B. Clarkson, New York city, mustering officer; re
cruits mustered, 23; mustered as a Post, July 14, 1887; No. assigned, 12fi. Past Post
Commander, Louis Weiss, jr.
DeLancey Cole Post No. 78. Department of New York, Peekskill. N. Y. Mus
tered, December 11, 1890; Geo. W. Pollitt. Paterson, N. J., mustering officer; recruits
mustered, 27; mustered as a Post, August 9, 1887; No. assigned, 129.
Past officers
- Commander-in-Chief. J. C. Sawyer; Department Commander, J. C. Sawyer; Post
Commanders, W. D. Cole, Isaac H. Smith, C. M. Wilcox, and A. B. Hughes.
Geoboe Cbawley Post No. 84. Department of New York, Walton, N. Y. Mus
tered, December 12, 1890; Geo. VV. Hubbs, Syracuse, N. Y., mustering officer; recruits
mustered, 20; mustered as a Post, December 11, 1887; No. assigned, 143.
Past offi
cers — Post Commanders, Chas. H. W eaver and Levi C. Ross.
Koi/tes Post No. 17. Department of New York, New York city. Mustered,
December 15, 1890; Geo. W. Pollitt, Paterson, N. J., mustering officer; recruits mus
tered, 34: mustered as a Post, December 11, 1882; No. assigned, 171.
Past officers —
None.
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Lieutenant K. B. Smith Post No. 6. Department of Pennsylvania, Tioga, Penn.
Mustered, December 16, 1890; N. L. Harrison, Hornellsville, N. Y., mustering officer;
recruits mustered, 20; mustered as a Post, June 24, 1890; No. assigned, 280. Past
officers — Post Commander, Noble F. Wilson.
Iba D. Rowley Post No. 155.
Department of New York, Silver Creek, N. Y.
Mustered, December 18, 1890; Jacob A. Stauch, Buffalo, N. Y., mustering officer;
recruits mustered, 10; mustered as a Post, September 30, 1889; No. assigned. 155.
Past officers — Post Commander, F. L. Dalrymple.
M. J. Bunnell Post No. 36. Department of New York, Dansville, N. Y. Mus
tered, December 18, 1890; John V. B. Clarkson, New York city, mustering officer;
recruits mustered, 30; mustered as a Post, May 15, 1885; No. assigned, 136.
Past
officers — Department Commander, Job E. Hedges; Post Commanders, F. S. Sheeley,
Wiley Newton, Samuel Allen, and Wm. J. Brown, jr.
C. M. Wheeleb Post No. 113.
Department of New York, Canandaigua, N. Y.
Mustered, December 18, 1890; Geo. H. Hubbs, Syracuse, N. Y., mustering officer;
recruits mustered, 13; mustered as a Post. September 22, 1888; No. assigned, 152.
Past officers — None.
Phil. Shbbidan Post No. 64. Department of New York, Brooklyn, N. Y. Mus
tered, December
York city, mustering officer;
19, 1890; Reynold W. Wilcox, New
recruits mustered, 18; mustered as a Post,
Past officers —
; No. assigned, 115.
Post Commanders, Fred. C. Cocheu, T. J. B. Lineburg, Henry B. Cocheu, Theo.
Cocheu, Warren J. Stoddard, and P. M. Colligan, jr.
J. M. Johnson Post No. 26. Department of New York, Wolcott, N. Y. Mus
tered, December 19, 1890; H. M. Ford, Syracuse, N. Y., mustering officer; recruits
mustered, 30; mustered as a Post, December 10, 1886; No. assigned,
159.
Past
officers — Department Commander, William Hyde; Post Commanders, William Hyde,
C. T. Johnson, and M. E. Newberry.
E. A. Cubtis Post No. 166. Department of New York, Fredonia, N. Y. Mus
tered, December 19, 1890; John E. Donahue, Buffalo, N. Y., mustering officer; re
cruits mustered, 13; mustered as a Post, August 4, 1890; No. assigned, 161.
Past
officers — None.
A. C. Bbundage Post No. 73. Department of New York, Avoca, N. Y., Mustered,
December 22, 1890; E. T. Fairchild, Dansville, N. Y., mustering officer; recruits
mustered, 11; mustered as a Post, June 8, 1887; No. assigned, 160.
Past officers —
Post Commander, G. L. Hammond.
Feed R. Jacobs Post No. 1. Department of Pennsylvania, Academy Corners,
Penn. Mustered, December 23, 1890; N. L. Harrison, Hornellsville, N. Y., mustering
officer; recruits mustered, 14; mustered as a Post, October 2, 1887; No. assigned,
.
Past officers — None.
Schutleb Post No. 163. Department of New York, Tarrytown, N. Y. Mus
tered, December 23, 1890; John V. B. Clarkson, New York city, mustering officer;
recruits mustered, 19; mustered as a Post, June 14, 1890: No. assigned, 163. Past
officers — Post Commander, John M. Briggs.
Peteb J. Kennedy Post No. 72. Department of New York, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Mustered, December 23, 1890; Louis Weiss, jr., New York city, mustering officer;
recruits mustered, 11; mustered as a Post, May 10, 1887; No. assigned, 146.
Past
officers — Post Commanders, Louis Hartung and Edward Sherff.
Gettysbubq Post No. 3.
Department of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Penn,
Mustered, December 26, 1890; Wm. B. McNulty, Philadelphia, Penn., mustering offi
cer; recruits mustered. 19; mustered as a Cadet Corps, February 21, 1879; mustered
as a Camp. February 19, 1880; mustered as a Post, November 7, 1888; No. assigned,
Past officers — Department Commanders, P. Joseph Schroeder and Andrew J.
281.
Fallis; Post Commanders, P. Joseph Shroeder and Samuel S. Magg.
Dupont Post, No. 13.
Mustered,
Department of New York, Brooklyn, N. Y.
December 28, 1890; Geo. W. Marks, Brooklyn, N. Y., mustering officer; recruits mus
tered, 63; mustered as a Post, July 8, 1882; No. assigned, 168.
Past officers — De
partment Commander, Adolph Hoeffling; Post Commanders, Adolph Hoeffling, Geo.
W. Wills, and Henry P. Mayer.
David Sohultz Post No. 29. Department of New York, College Point, N. Y.
Mustered, January 12, 1891; Raphael Tobias, New York city, mustering officer; re
cruits mustered, 15; mustered as a Post, February 21, 1887; No. assigned, 172, Past
officers — Post Commanders, Oscar Weiss and J. F. Wieners, jr.
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Geo. H. Thomas Post No. 16.
Department of New York, Newtown. N. Y. Mus
tered, January 17, 1891; Sherman A. Beatty, New York city, mustering officer; re
cruits mustered, 12; mustered as a Post, May 9, 1887; No. assigned, 176.
Past
officers — Post Commander, Chas. A. Krebbs.

Cobpobal Tanneb Post No. 149.
Department of New York, Angola, N. Y. Mus
tered, January 17, 1891; E. W. Hatch, Buffalo, N. Y., mustering officer; recruits mus
tered, 19; mustered as a Post. June 28, 1889; No. assigned, 148.
Past officers — Post
Commander, C. C. Robinson.

Goodsell Post No. 65. Department of New York, Highland Falls, N. Y. Mus
January 27, 1891; Reynold W. Wilcox, New York city, mustering officer; re
cruits mustered, 14; mustered as a Post, June 14, 1887; No. assigned, 162. Past
tered,

J. R. Odenwalder. Chas. Miller.
James F. Clabk Post No. 42. Department of New York, Cooperstown, N. Y.
Mustered, January 28, 1891: R. H. McCormic, jr., Albany, N. Y., mustering officer;
recruits mustered, 25; mustered as a Post, October 14, 1885; No. assigned, 169.
Past officers — Post Commanders, Willis A. Bates, C. W. Davidson.
C. H. Stewabt Post No. 96.
Department of New York, Auburn, N. Y. Mustered,
March 6. 1891; G. E. Coon, Port Byron, N. Y., mustering officer: recruits mustered,
21; mustered as a Post, September, 1888: No. assigned, 178,
Past officers — Post
Commanders, J. W. Whitbeck, Chas. G. Adams.
D. B. Lewis Post No. 63. Department of New York, West Amboy. N. Y. Mus
tered, March 11, 1891; H. M. Ford, Syracuse. N. Y., mustering officer; recruits mus
Past officers- Post
tered. 10; mustered as a Post. March 4. 1887; No. assigned. 179.
Commander, Benjamin Brockett.
Clinton B. Fisk Post No. 14. Department of New Jersey, Hightstown, N. J.
Mustered. March 16, 1891; Thos. H. Edmond, Trenton, N. J., mustering officer; re
cruits mustered, 10; mustered as a Post, January S, 1889: No. assigned, 14. Past
officers - Post Commanders, W. L. Cole. H. G. Vanmarter.
L. M. Wheeleb Post No. 12. Department of New York. Saratoga, N. Y. Mus
tered. March 23, 1891; A. W. Barrett, Johnstown, N. Y., mustering officer; recruits
mustered, 14: mustered as a Post, April 10, 1886; No. assigned, 184.
Past officers
— Post Commander. J. E. Weatherwax.
John F. Little Post No. 68. Department of New York, Wayland, N. Y. Mus
tered, May 2, 1891; W. S. Oberdorf, Dansville. N. Y., mustering officer: recruits mus
tered, 17; mustered as a Post, March 10, 1887; No. assigned, 195.
Past officers —
Post Commanders, James E. Young, Walter Young, C. C. Bill, and Phillip N. Conrad.
W. S. Hancock Post No. 3. Department of New Jersey, Jersey City, N. J. Mubtered, May 9, 1891; Louis L. Drake, Elizabeth. N. J., mustering officer; recruits mus
tered, 14; mustered as a Post, January 5, 1891; No. assigned, 33.
Past officers —
None.
During the year I received many inquiries for information regarding the forma
tion of new Camps from sons of veterans outside of the Order; also, many requests
All of these were answered promptly.
for blank charter applications.
I attended the Ninth Annual Encampment of the New Jersey Division, held at
Trenton, February last, and as your representative installed the newly-elected offi
cers and staff of that Division.
Acting under orders from national headquarters,
I inspected the New Jersey Division headquarters, May 17th last, and forwarded
report of said inspection to your headquarters and to Inspector General Hall.
During my term of office, I have ever borne in mind the objects and aims of our
glorious Order, and have, whenever possible, labored with tongue and pen to make
known the principles that give it life.
To yourself and your staff, and those brothers at whose hands I have received
many fraternal courtesies, I extend my thanks. The work of this office has been
made pleasant and less laborious by the feeling that the duties performed would go
to increase the extent and influence of a patriotic organization, second to none Bave
'
one, "The Grand Army of the Republic."
The past twelve months have been very pleasant in my official relations to broth
ers of the Order everywhere.
My experience has not weakened my fidelity to it, and
the future will find me, as always, devoted to the best interests of the Sons of Veter
ans, U. S. A
Yours in F., C. and L.,
Geo. W. Pollitt, Chief Mustering Officer.
officers — Post Commanders,

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

The report will be referred to the proper committee
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The next business in order is the report of the Judge-Advocate

is in my valise at the hotel.
I will
present it this evening.
The Commandeb-in-Chibf: The next in order is the report of the Surgeon Gen
eral. He does not answer to his name, and I think he has not arrived. Is the Chaplain-in-Chief ready to report? The Chaplain-in-Chief does not answer.
Following
that comes the report of the Council-in-Chief.
Is the Couucil-in-Chief ready to re
,
port?
Genebal Pollitt: As it is within a few minutes of the time set for adjourning,
I move we take a recess until 8 o'clock p. m.
Col. L. B. Lyon, of South Dakota: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to, and the Commandery took recess until 8 o'clock p. m.

Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: My report

MONDAY EVENING SESSION.
8

In

the absence of the Commander-in-Chief,

o'clock P.M.
was called

the Commandery-in-Chief

to order by Maj. Gen. Rudolph Loebenstein.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: General, I move the calling of the roll be dis
pensed with.
Col. J. H. Hinckley, of Massachusetts: I second the motion.
The motion was not agreed to.
The Adjutant General called the roll of officers and delegates.
The Pbebidino Offices: The first business in order this evening is the report
of the Inspector General. He is not present. We will proceed with the report of
»he Judge-Advocate General.
Judge-Advocate General Weeks submitted his report.

REPORT

Gen. Leland

J.

GENERAL,.

OF THE JUDGE-ADVOCATE

New York, N. Y., August

3, 1891.

Webb, Commander-in-Chief:
Genebai. — Having been appointed Judge-Advocate General, it became my duty,
under the resolution of the Ninth Annual Encampment, to formulate a new set of
court-martial blanks, which were prepared and forwarded November 17, 18!K). and
have since been printed and distributed.
I have examined and reported on 24 courts-martial, approving 17 and disap
proving 7; have submitted 10 opinions on questions referred to me, and one opinion
upon an^ppeal from a sentence of suspension; all which opinions are hereto annexed.
The courts-martial, the sentence of which was "Dishonorable discharge from the
Order." were distributed among the various Divisions as follows: Massachusetts, 4;
Ohio, 3; Alabama and Tennessee, 2; Maine, 2: Montana, 2: New York, 2: Pennsyl
vania, 2: Arkansas, 1: Illinois, 1; Indiana. 1; Michigan. 1; Minnesota. 1: Missouri. 1;

Vermont.

It

1.

is a matter of congratulation that, although the Order is much larger than it
was during the last administration, there have been fewer courts-martial for the con
sideration of the Commander-in-Chief, while it is at the same time sad to notice that
a very large proportion of the charges are for misappropriating
funds.
This is the great danger that is to be anticipated in our Order, and is n charge
that should never be compromised or condoned; and
therefore recommend an

I
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amendment to the constitution providing that, when any member of the Order shall
be found guilty of such offense, the sentence of the court must be dishonorable dis
charge.
It seems proper also to call attention to the carelessness of Judges Advocate in
preparing their records of proceedings. In many cases no attention seems to have
been paid to the instructions accompanying the blanks or the instructions contained
therein, such absurdities appearing as the finding of an accused guilty of three charges
and the specifications thereunder although there was but one charge and one specifi
cation, the recital that the accused was absent, accompanying a statement that he
was arraigned and pleaded not guilty, etc., etc.
Many of the charges are improper in form, such as "Drunkenness," "Desertion
of wife," etc.. while the most cursory examination of our Constitution. Rules and
Regulations would show the only charges that could properly be preferred, and that
the particulars constituting the offense should be set forth in the specifications.
The greatest carelessness, however, is shown where the accused is not present.
In such cases it is very rare to find proper proof of service upon him of the notice
required by our rules, a matter which would seem to require no special instruction,
and yet courts-martial have attempted to deprive brothers of their membership in
the Order without any proof that the accused had been notified even that charges
had been preferred against him, and Colonels of Divisions have approved such find
ings and sentences and forwarded the proceedings to headquarters, without even a
mention of the omission.
In some cases, statements of the Judge Advocate or of
the witnesses contained in the record have been accepted in order to avoid delay and
prevent addit ional trouble and expense: but care should be taken in future to relieve
headquarters of the necessity of considering such imperfect and improper records.
At the request of the Committee on the Revision of the Constitution. Rules and
Regulations, I have submitted to them a draft of the article on discipline which is

included in their report.

CONCLUSION.

Expressing my thanks to you and to your Adjutant General and Quartermaster
Oeneral for the uniform courtesy and promptness shown me, I have the honor to
subscribe myself.
Yours in P., C. and L..
Baktow S. Wkeks, ./udge-Adrooate General, S. I".. U. S. A.

OPINIONS.

Opinion I.
September 29, 1890.
Court-martial of Bro. Milton Pease, Camp No. 884. Division of Ohio. Respect
fully returned, with the following memorandum:
The proceedings are irregular in this —
1. The record shows that the accused was arraigned, and also that he was absent.
2. There is no proof of notice being given him or left at his usual place of abode.
3. The record does not show that any of the witnesses, except J. W. Edwards, were
in any way affirmed or obligated.
4. The accused is found guilty of three specifications of the first charge, and of
the first charge, and guilty of three specifications of the second charge, and of the
second charge, although there is only one charge and one specification.
That single
specification, however, should have been subdivided and set forth in five specifica
tions.
■ 5. The charge
is not an offense cognizable by the Sons of Veterans, it being
"Conduct unbecoming a member of the Order." and not "Conduct unbecoming a
member in his relation to the Order," and could only be sustained under the fifth
•■
subdivision as "Conduct prejudicial to good order and discipline."
Even if the court were reconvened in accordance with section 1043, U. S. A. Reg
ulations, and the first four errors remedied, I am of opinion that the evidence does
not sufficiently support the charge and specifications, nor do the specifications so
connect the offenses charged with the affairs of the Order as to warrant court-martial
proceedings. The evidence to support the specification of mistreatment and the
desertion of his wife is, that he left her because she quarreled with him, and there is
no evidence that she is not at fault. The only evidence of mistreating a brother of
the Order is the evidence that he refused to pay a grocery bill, without any proof
that the bill was a just one. The evidence of quarreling with a comrade of the G.
A. R., which cause of complaint is not set forth in the specification, shows that the
comrade was at the time dropped for non-payment of dues. All of the other evi
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to the conduct of the brother while under the influence of liquor, and
none of it is shown to be of such a character, or to have occurred under such cir
cumstances and at such times, as to warrant action by the Order; and in no case
does the evidence show that the acts testified to were committed between the dates
alleged in the charge and specifications.
I am of opinion that the findings and sentence should be disapproved.

dence refers

Opinion II.
September 29, 1890.
Court-martial of Bro. James Sarvis, Camp No. 20, Division of New York.
The accused not having complied with the terms of the conditional sentence, as
appears by the annexed letter of the Commander of the Camp, and the alternative
sentence being " Dishonorable discharge from the Order," which brings it properly
before the Commander-in-Chief, I am of the opinion that the findings and sentence
should be approved.

III.
September 29, 1890.
Questions referred to the Commandery-in-Chief by the Division of Washington,
and by the Commander-in-Chief referred to the Judge-Advocate General.
1. Are Past Captains, who have removed to a Division other than the one in which
they acted as Captain, and who are members of good standing of Camps in the Di
visions to which they have removed, entitled to vote in the Division Encampment
of the Division to which they have removed?
This question I believe was decided in the negative by the Ninth Annual En
campment of the Commandery-in-Chief, at St. Joseph. Mo.
2. A charter was granted Sprague Camp No. 1, at Tacoma, Wash., then under
the jurisdiction of the Fourth Grand Division.
It failed to meet for several years,
but is still holding its charter and rituals. What is the standing of Past Captains
of said Camp who have affiliated with other Camps? Are they, or either of them,
entitled to vote in the Division Encampment?
Past Captains who have affiliated with other Camps in the Division, and are in
good standing in their respective Camps, are entitled to vote in the Division En
campment, irrespective of the existence or standing of the Camp in which they ob
tained their past rank.
Opinion

IV.
September 29, 1890.
Upon the questions presented in the communication of the Colonel of the Massa
chusetts Division, the following opinions are respectfully submitted:
1. The brothers being one year in arrears in the payment of dues must, of neces
sity, under section 5, article IV, Rules and Regulations, be dropped from the roll,
and can only be reinstated in the manner provided in said section. The provision
for the remission of dues in certain cases, as contained in section 4, article IV, Rules
and Regulations, is only permissive, and is of no effect unless such remission is made
by the Camp upon report of the Camp Council or a special committee, as therein
The action of the Captain in declaring null and void the action of the
provided.
First Lieutenant was therefore unwarranted, and the brothers.who are so in arrears
must be dropped from the roll and make new application to their camp, in the man
ner provided by the Constitution.
2. I am of opinion that a member can appeal to the Camp from the decision of
his Captain on any question, whether constitutional or not, and that either such mem
ber or the Captain may, if aggrieved, appeal from the judgment and decision of the
Camp to the Colonel of the Division Encampment.
Opinion

Opinion V.
September 80, 1890.
The discharge of Francis H. Bates reads as follows:
"Chief Quartermaster's Office, Johnhvili.e, Tenn., August 22. 18C4.
"*Franci.« H. BnUK. carpenter,

.liability.

Is this day honorably

dlschur^ed from the Q. M. Dept., on account of
O. A. Hevnolds, Capt. <*A. (/. if."

The language of opinion 18, p. 14, Sons of Veterans Blae-Book, seems to apply
I am, therefore, of opinion that the son of Francis H.
almost directly to this case.
Bates is not eligible to membership in our Order.
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Opinion VI.
October 7, 1890.
Court-martial of Bro. A. B. Corson, Camp No. 8, Division of Pennsylvania.
Re
spectfully returned, with the following memorandum:
The proceedings are irregular in this1. The first charge is an offense not cognizable by the Sons of Veterans, and should
have been "Conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to the Order."
The evi
dence, however, supports the specification of the first charge, and would have been
sufficient to sustain the charge had it been properly drawn, and is ample to sustain
the findings and sentence.
2. The record shows that the accused was absent, and there is no proof of notice
being given him or left at his usual place of abode.
3. The proceedings do not show that the papers or sentence have been passed
upon by the Colonel commanding the Division of Pennsylvania.
I would suggest that the court be reconvened in accordance with section 1043, U.
S. A. Regulations, and the second irregularity cured, if possible, and the papers then
forwarded again through the Division Headquarters, and the action of the Division
Colonel indorsed thereon, when the proceedings will be in proper form for action by
the Commander-in-Chief.
Until this is done, I am of the opinion that the findings and sentence cannot be
approved.
Opinion VII.
October 7, 1890.
Court-martial of Bro. Wm. McGrath, Camp No. HI, Division of Ohio. Respect
fully returned, with the following memorandum:
The proceedings are irregular, in that the record shows no proof of notice having
been given the accused or left at his usual place of abode, although the accused was
absent from the court-martial.
If the court can supply this deficiency of the record, it is suggested that it be re
convened in accordance with section 1043, U. S. A. Regulations.
The charge is also improper, and should have been: "Conduct unbecoming a
member in his relation to the Order."
Until the proof of notice to the accused, I am of opinion that the findings and
sentence cannot be approved.
Opinion

VIII.

October

20, 1890.

Gen. Leland J. Webb: My Dkak General. In response to the question submitted
in yours of the 15th iust., I would say that, in my opinion, it will be entirely proper
for the Council-in-Chief , or the Commandery-in-Chief, to charge an additional amount
for supplies furnished under the Davis agreement, to cover the cost of carriage from
the manufactory to the Commandery-in-Chief
headquarters, Division headquarters,
and Camp headquarters, respectively.

November 11, 1890.
Opinion IX.
Court-martial of Bro. William G. McCullogh, Camp No. 117, Division of Illinois.
Respectfully returned, with the following memorandum:
1. The charge is improper.
The only offense of disloyalty cognizable by our
Order is "Disloyalty to the United States of America."
The charge should have
been "Violation of the pledge given at the time of muster."
This irregularity, however, is not especially material, in view of the fact that the
evidence contained in the record is not sufficient to support the charge and specifi
cation. The letters annexed are not identified: nor do they constitute any evidence
of the statements contained therein.
I am of opinion, therefore, that the findings and sentence should be disapproved.
November 11, 1890.
Opinion X.
Re
Court-martial of Bro. Joseph Eiklor, Camp No. 10, Division of Arkansas.
spectfully returned, with the following memorandum:
The proceedings are irregular in the following respects:
1. The charge is improper.
It should have been, "Violation of an obligation at
the time of assuming office."
2. There were but four members of the court present, and they had no power to
try the accused.
Unless at least five members of the oourt are present, the court
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until absentees report, or until the court is dissolved by
authority.
record shows that the accused was absent, and contains no proof that
been given him, as required by our Rules and Regulations.
record shows that, although absent, he was arraigned and pleaded guilty.
For these reasons, I am of the opinion that the findings and sentence cannot be
approved.

eon only meet and adjourn

competent
8. The
notice had
4. The

Opinion XI.
November 11, 1890.
Court-martial of Bro. George Mahoney, Camp No. 78, Division of Massachusetts.
Respectfully returned, with the recommendation that the findings and sentence be
approved.
Opinion XII.
November 22, 1890.
As to the standing of the National Reveille as the official organ of the Order.
At the Seventh Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, article XXV of
the Constitution, Rules and Regulations was enacted, and at the same time the des
ignation therein provided for was made, and the National Reveille designated as the
official paper of the Order. ( See p. 81 of proceedings.)
At the Eighth Annual Encampment said article XXV was repealed, and, although
the Committee on Officers' Reports reported that they favored the National Reveille
as such official paper, the only action which seems to have been taken by the Commandery-in-Chief was the repeal of said article. (See pp. 136, 139, of proceedings.)
By such repeal the existence of an official paper was terminated, and there was
no longer such a publication.
The resolution of the Seventh Annual Encampment,
designating a paper, was only permissible by reason of the enactment of article XXV,
and, under the language of that article, such designation was required at each Annual
Encampment.
The resolution of the Seventh Annual Encampment was the only designation
ever made by the Order, and that was the only time when such designation could
legally have been made.
I am therefore of opinion that, as there is now no reference in our Constitution,
Rules and Regulations to an official paper, neither the National Reveille nor any
other publication can claim to be the official organ of the Order.
December 20, 1890.
Opinion XIII.
Court-martial of Bro. Henry H. Worcester, Camp No. 78, Division of Massachu
setts.
Proceedings in this court-martial are regular, and are herewith returned, with the
recommendation that the findings and sentence be approved.
December 20, 1890.
Opinion XIV.
Modification of Opinon
upon question 1, referred to the Commandery-in-Chief
by the Division of Washington.
The answer to question 1, in opinon III, was forwarded before the printed Pro
ceedings of the Ninth Annual Encampment were in my possession, and upon exam
ination of such proceedings I find that by the action of such Encampment all past
Camp and Division officers are entitled to past rank and votes as past officers, with
out regard to the fact of their having removed to another Division than that in
wbich they obtained their past rank. ( See p. 200, Proceedings of 9th An. Enc.)

III

I

(!,

January 10, 1891.
Opinion XV.
Division of Alabama
Court-martial of Robert G. Tyler, Ben. Harrison ('amp No.
and Tennessee.
The proceedings in this court-martial are regular and are herewith returned, with
the recommendation that the findings and sentence be approved.
would suggest, however, that in future, where an adjournment, is had in the ab
sence of the accused, notice of the adjournment be given to the accused, and proof
thereof incorporated in the record.
4.

December 30,' 1890.
Opinion X VI.
Division of Penn
Court-martial of Bro. Adam Gerstat, of H. B. Hays Camp No.
sylvania. Respectfully returned, with the following memorandum:
The proceedings are irregular in this - 1. The second charge is an offense not cognizable by the Sons of Veterans, unless
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comes nnder the head of the third subdivision of section 1, article IV, chapter V,
General Rules and Regulations, in which case the evidence does not support the

it

charge.

2. The evidence is not sufficiently explicit to substantiate the specification of the
first charge.
It should contain either a copy of the article complained of or some
explanation of its contents, and there should also be some evidence that the enter
tainment referred to was one given by the Camp.
3. The record shows that the accused was absent, and there is no proof of notice
having been given him or left at his usual place of abode.
4. Even were the proceedings amended in the above particulars, and the missing
evidence supplied, I am of opinion that the sentence is too severe, unless the injury
to t he Camp, by the action of the accused brother, is shown to have been very serious.
I would suggest that the court be reconvened, and the above irregularities and
defects cured, if possible, and the papers again forwarded through the usual chan
nels.
Until this is done, I am of opinion that the findings and sentence cannot be
approved.

January 15, 1891.
Opinion XVII.
Court-martial of Bro. Bert M. Hicks. Camp No. 81, Division of New York.
Re
ceived January 12, 1891.
Respectfully returned, with the following memorandum:
The proceedings are regular: but I would suggest that hereafter, unless the ac
cused is present, proof of notice having been given him be incorporated in the record,
even though he appears by counsel, as we have no means of determining the regu
larity of such appearance. None of the evidence given in support of the second
charge is sufficient. The certificate of Brother Morse is not proper evidence, and
should not have been admitted in that form; nor is the evidence as to specification
8 of the second charge sufficiently definite to support the finding.
I am of opinion, however, that the first charge is amply proven, and that the
sentence is proper and should be approved.
Opinion XVIII.
January 15, 1891.
Court-martial of Bros. John J. McAndrew, George C. Atkinson, William H. Phil
lips, Charles A. Smiledge, and James A. Keoho, Division of Massachusetts. Respect
fully returned, with the following memorandum:
The proceedings are regular, and I am of the opinion that the findings and sentence
should be approved as to all of the accused except Bro. Charles A. Smiledge, as to
whom the record shows that he was not present upon the trial and fails to show that
he had been served with any notice thereof.
If such irregularity can be cured, the
court might be reconvened for that purpose: otherwise I am of the opinion that the
sentence as to him should not be approved.
Opinion XIX.
January 24, 1891.
On questions submitted by General Fra/.ee.
Under section 2, article IV, Constitution, Rules and Regulations, has a Camp a
right in its by-laws to demand a fee for a transfer card? Can it refuse to give the
same until said fee is paid ?
These must, it seems to me. be answered in the affirmative.
Camp by-laws may provide for the imposition of fines, payments of which can
be enforced,
(Decision XV, L. J. W.,) and may also provide that a fee shall be
charged for an honorable discharge. (Decision XXIX, L. J. VV.)
Although this decision may be considered as opposed to the rules and practice
of the G. A. R., (see opinion III, G. A. R. Blue-Book, p. 32, * 27a,) it is to be ob
served that the Constitution of the G. A. R. entitles any comrade to a transfer card
who has paid all dues, whereas our Constitution requires that he shall have paid all
debts.
Respectfully submitted.
Opinion XX.
May 14, 1891.
Court-martial of Bro. Sam. E. Pumpelly, of Camp ISo. 54, Division of Minnesota.
Respectfully returned, with the following memorandum:
The proceedings indicate an utter disregard of the rights of the accused.
The
specifications of charges are not sufficiently definite, and the language in the speci
fication of the second charge, that "the members of this court have good and suffi
cient reasons to believe, and do believe, that it will materially aid and benefit this

OPINIONS BY JUDGE-ADVOCATE

OENEBAL.

107

Camp by dishonorably discharging Sam. E. Pumpelly from the Camp and the Order,"
is particularly ont of place.
The proceedings further show that the court was ordered, on February 23, to
convene on February 25, when the application of the accused for an adjournment
was denied.
Certainly it cannot be claimed that he received such due notice as the
Constitution entitled him to.
The objection to L. M.Worden as a member of the court should have been sus
tained. The record shows that he signed the charges and stated that he believed
them to be true, and he was the first witness called in support of them.
It is also
noted that four members of the court were witnesses in the trial.
These are but a few irregularities apparent upon the face of the record. I am
of the opinion that the findings and sentence cnnnot be approved, and that the en
tire proceedings should be set aside; for the accused cannot be asked to present him
self for trial before the court therein named.
If the Camp still desires that he be
tried, a court should be appointed of brothers who have not expressed an opinion
as to the guilt or innocence of the accused.
The charge and specifications should be
made, what their name implies, specific; and the accused should be given due notice
of his trial, and an opportunity to present his defense, if any he has.
Opinion XXI.
May 14, 1891.
Re
Court-martial of Bro. J. B. Rice, of Camp No. 1(!2, Division of Missouri.
spectfully returned, with the following memorandum:
Although t he record does not contain the letter of the accused, stating that he has
no objection to the court proceeding in his absence, which is therein referred to, I
am of the opinion that the findings and sentence should be approved.
Opinion XXII.
May 14, 1891.
Court-martial of Bro. Harry K. Toland, of Camp No. 34<i, Division of Ohio. Re
spectfully returned, with the following memorandum:
The charge in this case, " Retaining money belonging to the Camp,"' is one not
recognized in that form by our. Order, and should have been, " Conduct unbecoming
a member in relation to his Order."
I am of opinion, however, that the findings and sentence should be approved.
Opinion XXIII.
May 14, 1891.
Court-martial of Bro. Willis M. Williams, of Camp No. 13, Division of Vermont.
Respectfully returned, with the following memorandum:
The record fails to show service of notice upon the accused, and the proceedings
should be returned, with instructions to reconvene the court and supply the defi
ciency, when the findings and sentence may be approved, upon resubmission of the
amended proceedings.
May 14, 1891.
Opinion XXIV.
Court-martial of Bro. Marion Fortress, of Camp No. 29, Division of Michigan.
Respectfully returned, with a recommendation that the findings and sentence be
approved.
May 14, 1891.
Opinion XXV.
Court-martial of Bro. L. A. Webster, of Camp No. 8, Division of Montana. Re
spectfully returned, with the following memorandum:
Although the record does not contain any proof of service of notice, as required by
the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, the statement that the aocused had been
driven from the town is sufficient, in my opinion, to authorize the approval of the
findings and sentence.
May 14, 1891.
Opinion XXVI.
Respect
Court-martial of Bro. G. L. Short, of Camp No. 8, Division of Montana.
fully returned, with the following memorandum:
The record showing, over the signature of the Judge Advocate, that the where
abouts of the accused were not known, I am of opinion that the findings and sentence
should be approved.
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Opinion XXVII.
May 14. 1891.
The question submitted by Past Capt. Wilson B. Strong, whose letter is returned
herewith, as to whether one person can belong to more than one Camp, must, I think,
be answered in the negative.
Any other conclusion would result in great injustice and confusion, and would
certainly be contrary to the spirit if not to the letter of the Constitution, which pro
vides for the transfer from one Camp to another, and preserves past rank and votes
to brothers removing from one Division to another.
This decision is supported by opinion 25 (C. F. G.). S. V. Blue-Book, p. 23; also,
opinion 62, G. A. R. Blue-Book, p. 86.
Opinion XXVIII.
May 21, 1891.
The question presented for decision is as to the effect, upon past rank, of the con
viction of past officers.
The language of subdivision 3, article VI, chapter V, of General Rules and Regu
lations, is as follows: "And when any past officer shall be convicted of any offense,
.
.
.
he shall also forfeit all honors and privileges of past rank."
The use of the word "shall'" makes the section mandatory, and the conviction
works a forfeiture without the necessity for further action.
In the case of Colonel Addington, therefore, I am of opinion that the recommen
dation of the court-martial, that he be allowed to retain his past rank, is of no avail,
and the finding of guilty as to the second charge and specifications, without any
such recommendation, shows clearly that it was not the intention of the court to
attempt in any way to interfere with the effect of the verdict.
The recommendation of the court can no more be effectual than a recommenda
tion to mercy attached to a verdict of guilty of murder in the first degree.

REPORT

Gen. Leland

OF THE ASSISTANT

ADJUTANT GENERAL.
New Yobk. N. Y., July

J.

31, 1891.

Webb, Commander-in-Chief:
General- -Having been appointed Assistant Adjutant General on November
29, 1890, I have the honor to herewith submit copies of Special Orders Nos. 3, 7-A,
9-A. and 10.
Respectfully submitted,

Babtow S. Weeks. Assistant Adjutant General.

SPECIAL

ORDERS.

Orders. No. 3.
New Yobk, N. Y., December 5, 1890.
Complaint having been made to the Commander-in-Chief concerning the man
agement of the finances of the New York Division, Sons of Veterans, TJ. S. A., Col.
George H. Perkins is hereby detailed as Acting Assistant Inspector General, and is
hereby ordered to proceed forthwith to the headquarters of the New York Division,
at Albany, N. Y., and thoroughly inspect all the books, records, reports, papers and
finances of said Division, in conjunction with the elective members of the Council
of said Division of New York, or such members thereof as can attend, and immedi
ately upon the completion of such inspection to report to the Commander-in-Chief

Special

the results

thereof.

The Colonel, Adjutant and Quartermaster of the New York Division, Sons of
Veterans, U. S. A., are hereby ordered to produce all the books, records, reports, pa
pers and funds of said Division for the inspection of said inspecting officer, and to
give him all the information and assistance in their power to enable him to make a
thorough inspection of the Division headquarters of said Division.
New Yobk, N. Y., February 4, 1891.
Special Orders, No. 7-A.
Lieut. Col. W. H. Wyker, commanding the Division of New York, Sons of Veter
ans, U. S. A., having assumed command of said Division in pursuance of orders here
tofore issued, and now requesting an inspection of the headquarters of said Division,
and it appearing to the Commander-in-Chief that such inspection should be made.
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Bro. N. L. Harrison, of the Council-in-Chief, is hereby detailed to make such inspec
tion, and will forthwith proceed to said headquarters and thoroughly inspect all the
books, records and property of said Division, and as soon as he has performed that
duty said Harrison will report in writing to the Commander-in-Chief the result
thereof, and will present to the Quartermaster General a certified voucher for his
expenses in this matter.
New Yobk, N. Y., February 16, 1891.
Special Orders, No. 9-A.
L The accompanying supplemental charges and specifications against ColGeorge Addington, of the New York .Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., having
been presented to the Commander-in-Chief, relating to the administration of said
Col. George Addington, the court-martial heretofore ordered, the detail of which is
as follows: Col. T. A. Barton, of Rhode Island; Col. W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts;
Col. H. W. Wessells, of Connecticut; Col. H. O. Bixby, of Vermont; Past Col. G.
Brainard Smith, of Connecticut; Past Col. Andrew Derrom. jr., of New Jersey; Past
Col. W. B. McNulty, of Pennsylvania, and Past Col. Job E. Hedges, as Judge Advo
cate, which court is to convene at the office of the Judge-Advocate General, No. 10
Wall street, New York city, on Tuesday, February 17, 1891, at 11 o'clock a.m., for the
trial of said Col. George Addington upon the original charge and specifications, is
hereby ordered to consider said original and supplemental charges and specifications
together.
II. The Judge Advocate of said court will forthwith serve a copy of said supple
mental charges and specifications, and of this order, upon the accused brother.
III. If objection to the sufficiency of the notice so to be served upon the accused
is presented by him to the court, the court will take such action in regard to the
same as is authorized by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
Binghamton, N. Y., June 23, 1891.
Special Orders, No. 10.
I. Maj. Gen. Raphael Tobias, Past Grand Division Commander of the Second
Grand Division, S. V., U. S. A., is hereby detailed to install the following officers
elected by the Division Council to fill vacancies in the Division of New York, S, V.,
D. 8. A.: Colonel, W. H. Wyker; Lieutenant Colonel, William R. Medford; Major,
Leonard H. Finch.
II. Said installing officer will report hereon to the Adjutant General his proceed
ings under and by virtue of this order.
III. The Adjutant General will at once issue commissions to the above-named
officers.

The Pbesiding Offices: The report of the Judge-Advocate General, togetherwith the report of the Assistant Adjutant General, will be referred to the Committee
on Officers" Reports, when appointed. We will proceed to the report of the Inspector
General.
The Inspector General submitted his report.

REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL.

Oen. Leland

J.

Hillsdale,

Mioh., August 22,

1891.

Webb, Commander-in-Chief, and Brothers :

I have the honor to submit herewith my report of the condition
developed through the records of my department.
DIVISION

of our Order, as

INSPECTIONS.

The benefits arising from careful official scrutiny of the methods of handling the
Order's business were so apparent, that the Ninth Annual Encampment advised its
continuance, and, in conformity therewith, a thorough inspection was had of all the
Division headquarters, except Arkansas and Florida; and it is pleasant to report
that, as an Order, there is steady gain in efficiency, as compared with last year's rec
ords. Coming to details, we found —
First. All Divisions properly chartered except Washington; but California's
charter had been "mislaid." and New Hampshire reports the charter "lost," showing,
in two instances, gross negligence of some Division officials.
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Second. All Divisions have approved by-laws except Iowa and Oregon, which
have none, wilhe South Dakota has by-laws unapproved by the Commander-in-Chief.
This marks a commendable improvement throughout the Order in this feature
during the year.
Third. Camp charters, commissions and documents are properly entered in rec
ord books — except in Kansas, as to commissions — and New York has reported
partly. A decided gain over conditions noted in my last report.
Fourth. The Division Camp rosters and registers of charters are properly written
up, except in South Dakota and Maine, (where they are "incomplete,") and in Kan
sas, which is reported with imperfect register of charters.
Fifth. As a rule, Division officials, at the time of inspection, had forwarded all
reports and dues, although some claimed extension of time by the Quartermaster
General. Kentucky was in arrears, and New York had not forwarded reports or tax
since the quarter ending December 31, 1800.
This subject has elaboration in the
report of your Committee on Inspection of Commandery-in-Chief headquarters.
Sixth. Division accounts were properly and accurately kept in all Divisions at
the time of inspection: but Kentucky would not show up cash balance upon demand
of Assistant Inspector General Davis, and New York had recently passed through a
financial maelstrom, and accounts were badly mixed
a condition happily not pre
vailing at the time Assistant Inspector General McNulty made his inspection, May 30.
Seventh. There is a decrease in the amount of cash held by Division officials, as
compared with last year, only $3,922.73 being recorded, as against $4,409.42 last
report. And when it is remembered that lay report on this subject last year showed
a decrease of $846.38 from the previous year, we are at once confronted with a prob
lem for the closest attention of the ablest financiers of our Order. Incident thereto
is the subject of charter fees and dues.
When such strong and old Divisions as Ohio,
Pennsylvania and Illinois report only $200, $26.73, and $18(5.84 respectively, it is
time to institute a rigid inquiry into the financial policy of the Order that produces
such undesirable results.
The largest sum was found in Kansas ($502.74), the small
est in South Dakota ($6.83). while not less than six other Divisions had less than
$30 in their treasuries.
Eighth. In pleasing contrast to the decrease in cash is the gain in value of sup
plies, which aggregate $2,067.22 — a net gain of $1,025.07, or over 100 per cent,
over last year. Pennsylvania was well stocked, with $316.80 worth, while Illinois
stands in bold contrast, with only $8.25 worth at hand.
That you may not be mis
led by the gain in supplies as against the loss in cash. I will explain that many Di
visions are quite badly in debt, either to Division officials or prominent brothers
who have advanced cash to pay Division debts or liabilities incurred. One Division
alone is thus in debt over $250, another over $200. and others in varying sums.
Ninth. No supplies other than those authorized by the Commander-in-Chief were

found.

Tenth. Culpable neglect is reported in North Dakota, Oregon, and Washington,
by their open violation of section 7 of article VII. Rules and Regulations, no bond
being given by Colonels in these Divisions; and while all other Divisions had greater
or less protection in bonds executed by Colonels, in many cases the sum was simply
nominal, being frequently as low as $200. The largest is only in the sum of $2,500,
found in Kansas.
Eleventh. Quartermasters in Kentucky and South Dakota are holding funds of
the Order without having executed bonds as required by section 3 of article VII,
Rules and Regulations, while no report was made on this feature by Assistant In
spector General Beach as to Illinois. The largest bond is in the sum of $5,000, in
Iowa, while $2,500 is required in Pennsylvania, the remaining Divisions being secured
by bonds in varying sums, running as low as $150. Here, again, is room for thought
ful legislation, as all temptation to peculation should be removed from our financial
officers.
I therefore earnestly recommend a constitutional limitation of not less
than $1,000 for the Quartermaster's bond, with not less than two sureties, each of
whom must justify in twice the amount of the bond for any Division, the sum above
that to be fixed by Divisions themselves.
Twelfth. There were in good standing at the time of the Division headquarters
inspection, as reported, 45.702 men and 2.320 Camps, while a total of 3,501 Camps
The number of Camps
have beon organized, and 842 Camps have been disbanded.
suspended during the year reaches the surprising figure of 547, with New York re
ported indefinitely on last two questions. These figures of disbandment and sus
pension afford room for your most careful consideration as to methods of prevention.
With New York indefinite, the electors entitled to a vote in this encampment number

BEPOBT OF INSPECTOR
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251, bat the presumptive attendance was placed at 163, and the actual voting con
■. And here, again, a remedy should
tingent here, with the credited credentials, is
be applied by you, and brothers who have been honored by their Divisions, empow
ered by them to represent their Division, and help shape the legislation of the na
tional body, should be made to understand the dignity and responsibility of their
positions.
Excepting South Dakota, Michigan, Montana, and New Jersey, the books show no
indebtedness to the Commandery-in-Chief, while promptness, as a rule, prevails in
the conducting of all correspondence at Division headquarters, and general orders
are also promulgated with commendable promptness.
No unreasonable delay in
filling Camp requisitions was reported, and all Divisions except South Dakota and
Oregon have an official cap-mark on file at Commandery headquarters.
Division officials were reported well informed in the secret work in nearly all
Divisions, but Colorado was in the best shape, the entire corps of officials and staff
being present, in full uniform, at inspection of Division headquarters, and passed a
To their discredit, I must report that the officials in
very creditable examination.
the Divisions of Kentucky, Maine and New Hampshire were not familiar with the
secret work of the Order. The new Division of Oregon was not giving proper at
tention to the mustering of new Camps, but all other Divisions seemed to under
stand the great importance of this department of the work. Colorado, Wisconsin
and Washington make special efforts in this duty, usually detailing well-drilled teams
to do the work: and, preparatory to the mustering of new Camps, the eligibility
clause was not overlooked, except in Kentucky, where evidence of carelessness was
fonnd. Circulars inviting the hearty cooperation of the Grand Army of the Re
public were sent out by all Divisions except Kentucky and Maine, and a growing
interest is manifested by the Grand Army of the Republic in all Divisions where
cooperation has been invited.
Question No. 29, relative to the Ladies' Aid Society as an organization, develops
the fact that, wherever the society has had the encouragement of our Order, great
benefit to the Order has resulted.
It has Division organizations in Connecticut,
Florida. Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Montana, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania. Vermont,
and West Virginia; and, while the evidence furnished by Division officials does not
agree as to the usefulness of the organization, there is a noticeable tendency of
It seems to me that the consistent earnestness
growing approval of this auxiliary.
of the organization, and its determination to compel recognition of the merits evi
dently possessed by it, should be recognized by this Encampment, and methods for
augmented usefulness devised.
Question 30 develops the fact that the military feature is steadily gaining, the
Southern Divisions being the exceptions, owing almost wholly to their environments.
As a rule, the charter fee for Camps remains at $15, the exceptions being Iowa
(*20), where the Division pays expenses of the mustering officer; Massachusetts,
This shows an advance in the
$13.50; and Maine and Minnesota only $10 each.
price of charters since last year in California, New Hampshire, Iowa, and Ohio; and
a careful study of this matter should convince this convention that our subordinate
organizations are chartered too cheaply. In my judgment, you should fix the charter
fee at $25 as the lowest constitutional limit, allowing the Commandery-in-Chief $5
for the charter, instead of $2, as at present.
While this might somewhat retard the
issuance of charters, its enforcement would certainly tend to elevate the morale and
esprit du corps of the Order. This present small fee is made to cover, not only the
charter proper, but, in all Divisions, also the regular Camp packet, and, as pre
viously noted, Iowa also pays expenses of the officer mustering the Camp, as do also
Montana. Vermont, and West Virginia; while Kansas and Oregon add the Blue-Book,
and Wisconsin adds both Tactics and Blue-Book.
It requires but brief consideration
of these facts for you to figure the small margin left Division officials, and should
convince you of the necessity of a radical change in these conditions.
Concluding this section of my report, I desire to ask you to remember that what
ever herein is of discredit or credit to Division officials has been reported with equal
impartiality by me, without reference to personal sentiment, regarding it as my duty
to as faithfully and exactly as possible place before you conditions as they really
exist, that, if possible, weak places may be made strong, and strong places in our
OTder gain new force and value.

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT
Do the officer*
wear sitle arms T
State number and

10.

Do officers wear

rank strap*, in ac

cordance

with R.

and R.T

1
j

9. jire f/ie officers uniformed ? Qive num
ber and rank

8. Is the bond of the
\i

SerQuartermaster
geant duly filed, as
prescribed

7. Arc the dues
pro mpil y collected .

ot-t-ao to o>x o»at tc t- xi-His^^nHnwxx
r-t d 05i-l
CTrH•* "« 5* HHWmnri

c :i + m

- -

XeotD"*91i-«mc*e*CO
fl f» * r" H t-i r;

i

w

x

- h * i- •

-5>-*««*t-f«Hr-

x eox me
i-icri"*»--H— ■--rrr^'vrirj^-'^^Nr^wrj?'!

■*ei ■*05«

ace

eot-ieico^wxt'

t-i
r-1
ci

II.

95-* ih oo

o*■* usto ei i-«« aci-<x »-«t- ei t-

x»x

>a

«i t- o

r« «>05O)-* «Ct- tOt- OStO05 ■*
:o ri >*■
ri
95■*« ^ >5

112

6. Arc fhe records

complete and welt
kept

«

7

j

PwcoeOM^i^es^os-*-*

© Cl

'£

t I- I- f

t- CS

—X

|

* 05O X

I

L- !C■*95O X X ffi C t- M

1

5. Are the members
regular in their at

CI

f

tendance
Give av
erage number

-

4. Are the officers
regular in their at
tendance

J

-

cx
tof-i-itcssttW'- ci «^*a 1 1- a) * t- x
iHncinH^nnnei^MeiHnci^eQHnHCineicjc'icie}
1

3. Has the Sergeant of
the Guard commit
ted his Ritualistic

to
5i

t

Work to memory
correctly

M X X 7.

-H

Oi

t- ■*95

CI X

HlCICXffi

•*51

Hfifici«««Me5H^9i«Heic<wfi«9irtfis5w

T

1. Has the Captain
Committed hie Ritu
alistic Work to
memory

C

memory

C5tOOt>0'*55lCTi:ilOt-,£XnXfl5>*ff;iC
K-it»X
c
^ CI d 00iH 5151950551^ 5151<-■<-<
555105i-<Tl i-H51^"9551519551

T

2. Have the Lieuten
ants ami Chaplain
committed their Rit
ualistic Work to

Number of Camps in
spected

OJ

o l- 5. C J5 Ol9. i."OU- !i O « Q H «J X * f>"J 2
9. » 5)C rn O .«
51 9505n ~ 0575i-i 5)tIfi X 51<?l5151 (C 51i-H rl rH■* f2
r-.5* *-<
»H
HH »H
^

i

O ?I O 9: JJ Ifi t- C (Ot- X ?' O
r5 -h CO-f i5 Cl 95955451C. ■*O
—I
91HHP4
t-l

H ^ H t- 9. <C<NX
l-H
Xfl9- »015»9)
r«X MHVH
i-HCO T-<

<

c

J

A'umfrer o/ Camps in
t/oort standing, ex
clusive of new
Camps. [Basis of
ranking averages. .

■t*iBCfKl-C3iS5«*t',£1i855W-i.«iajxi»Q«'

1

Percentage of Camps
inspected

£"2 « a

■'
■'

*

•

■- «

5-

o

So

--■3

","fl

S

S

-

%

Eh

Si?

f

8

f

it
i-t

r.

98

8 » 8 '.I
t 8

»

i

9

8

!t

♦C
11

1

■

081

IS

81
098

K

9f

681

1

8-09

It

r.i

n
99
-,01

t

85

rt
ri
8E
IE

tx

8 6ZEE

tE

It

t t

6f

9-8
r.'8

It

901
IE

08

18
81
82

si

91

I8

0'8

8'f
ft

8

If

8

e
IE
EE
9'f

f

If

8E
61
61
III

e

8'f

St
'8

f

8

It

9
It

Si

C't:
9'E
98

tl

i

r.'i
>•

8

9

9

KT.
1'8

98
i'r.
ft

i'S
ft
-■>:
9

it

u

t

8

f

If

98

8

It
If

ft
r.s
8'8
r.T.
Et
ivt

8

9'8
9'
IT.
ft

tf

8
8

I

8'8

8'f
B'8
9'8
9'Z
8't

ft

t

11

8T
fit
6'
IT

>.'
r.

8

65
r.i
It
11
91
ft
!)'<e»

III
tS
ir.
61

9

1'8
81
81

r.T.
8T

6-I
ez
VI

09
69
OS
81
81
11

ti

N

81

»

ST
r.r.
61

HI
It
98
tr.
r.i

t:i

IE
io

w

05
tl
01

11

I I

v

'
Z

pojiqnopj;} muij

Hpnoj si: punoj uj slJodaj J<>aojsiAia •sjoioBdnui
joj i«i<n HujUJmu J« .t«« uo|ff[Aia uo Xu« 'uonsonb A^dnpim wjj otfuiOAtt £q jeqmim jo ediuu£) uj pooS 8ii]pim}H utaupx)) *(x aoj puuj£ 'prjo; ^idmara -uoOm
-hxo>t
jjmj uopmpaoa una eq penuoj ;o 5«qM. pfwxn ww/ M3»() 9tji -jgaw
\\ua ^hUvjsav Aq eimis -joquimt
jCfj XujpjAip ©nam bibjo^ iq jQqranu jo sdrauo popadwuj \imn\oo) k(z
t*dnn?o uaeq ■peipftdwui
twJhi ptiq

81

>J

8

8'5
St

8

9T
SI

9 !:
ft
8T.
ST.
9't

II

8

z

in .i«jv|

k
r.

f

rt
r.t
»',8'S
S'l
ft
8*

Co
98
tt
r.t
tt
or.

6

n

f
98

81
9'E
9T

II

8

H

oiu, J-ipJo

i fI I

r.
ft
98
St
IS
18
ez
IS

It
8

B'8
E't

9
M't
8t

r

ur.
88
it:
ft
at
St

8'6E
IS
819
8t8
r.(is
KM
9'fS
1<J
I'M
69
t'Ofi
8t9
8*9
IS
lit
99
8*1
SS8
66V
1E9
r.tfi
119
zn
98
601
89
8'69
E'19

9

8

81
9T

8 '8
BE
r.t
9't
r.t
8't

89

r.T

9
5

s e8

'J »

lll>|Hll|I|Sl!.\\
l-'.U IfjlllilJIA

(j

ft
6't
['t

9
IT.
88
8-

g

8'fi
8'8
6t
ft
8'f
fit
i'C
ft
8T.
I'S
l't
l'f

f

9T.
18
81

6

» z

s

.i].<iq;i |.nir|>l
iiiik.s
ui(.<i\i,r

t
8

9

i

f

Z

9

<-'r.
»'K
1'8

t
88

f

Z 8
51
E't
81
88
r.'s

t

S68S

fi

g

"

i
S'l

I8

I

•«■>}<
¥»A
"WO
U<

,

6

s

ll

tl
8'8
fit

1!It
1

8i:

•3
IT.
HE
88

8

E't

I
I
r

II

ft

15

8'1
88
SS
fit

I'llifi

f
St

s

91

!5

i
»

I!

9'

«

(re rani; o/

BOloqUIV pu« ■.MSWUIISJ,
niuiujipto
upvaoioQ
inowmnuoo
w|"«llll
BUVIPUI
li.ttuj
s«»n«5|
.tuiiiK
puti|ii«M
mitWiiqaitwiiM
UK.tn|3|l\|
-iijiwnuuiK
MKomiH
uuiijiioK
B^lU'l-tS
.\\.i>; .utiisilmitfi

|J

U
r_

»■

fit

a

c'e.S

?-

II
8s

1*1

|?t3

|

|8|

lit

n
E

'M.VOIHIAKI

3il

I1 i!
O

*

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

114

* o fi 3 a * r- f t- ic ^ a o 5

II

:- w i-t « t- ti-Hn
-» tc ^

10. Do officers wear
1
rank straps in ac
cordance with R.
und R.f

■-c
x r»m n r: *r
tc s ?t i- w ?i -h c: ci = T»r- c
"M C?ift+
M COi;

9. ,-lrc f/ie offiierx
uniformed ? Otw
number and rank.

t ?' n ff-

8. Js f/ie bond o/ffce
<^H«r(ej-ma*f<'rSer
geant duly filed, as
prescribed f

promptly collected f

1?x

ix?

5 x

—

CM|H

i

r- 1"-x 5

i5

x

t- I- x

xcf)t-ax-t-r.woc«-;
-j

i

N

n i- 1- 5

!CX

«

X

t-

6.

f

x xS?51

5

7. --Ire fAe duca

t-

Are the records
complete ami wellkept t

*

t-

x a i-

X a t- K

t- x

+ HCT*HSi.i-£t-p:ot- '
'N x x a t- x 15x io c to e . r~

'i Xl-t-I>!Sl-^OXX<CXC-XXl--OlX

1
Hm Are the member*
regular in their
attendance ? Give
average number

cc
a ii >c
f!C1■*
« CI
j>

=i3KS3?sF-BSS

a <o
*c*
?
S t-,
d + Hia

!?SKn«CHWiOt-

■1.Are the officers
regular in their
attendance f

[-x?it-«Qx«j!W'*M?i:ieMo;f)xnneHtta'*i5a

3. Has the Sergeant
of the Guard com
mitted his Ritual

> cs n c-i

>-h

ci ti 5; ?i :i « -h ri — ^-<^5r-i?5rt-»otiH

istic Work to
memory correctly ?.,

2. /Tare (Ae Lieuten
ants and Clutplain

committed their
Ritualistic Work to
memory t

1. Has fne Cla.pfain
committed his Rit
ualistic Work to
,.
memory ?

o

I

-ita
i-l .•wxxc^?tO'*^t-ooxQ-*xo?5Xo«»c<-iL-oi
£■*
H H n Jl H
in rHrHn^-S
fll-lrfHHHflflrlH ! t-'

s

f)xfiDftfi3«winox«fio«xx»st-L-f«t-i-9;mo
fic,ifi*wnrtSMfi»w}iK-*f)-*«rinHfitfl'*W'*wcc

°

«
(Oh t- fi w io o n ir, x x i- c
rt « H ^ ?l f 1 M M «
rlH*

j£

55r» f>n i-i'i**h n :i n ri

■

h

:io»M3xeo«is»-fir.aotOHHffi-f)i-qific:«<sxx
ci^«?:Min»Knclio«ficixfi'*j:,NBH««'r'^xi
w

■3

=£

■

ri
■
sg ,

\\

■
■
■

1:
|<

■

[\

z

*
■■

iu

\I

I.[n

•

r.

•

•

59

I
E

8

1
5

mojj OOt led -juw

ll

06

„

It
aqj smiis jo ^qj so*,,

pun i.nK,,

5

pwjqni

OT.

9

f9

fI

56

!

tr. 098'

1Z

95
"■■

,

81
OfiT*
81
501
009
f09*
91f«
got*
96..*
fit.
918
695
081
9fif.
oz*
18?-.
081
88
19f
181
01
119
91
09*
051
99
96
olt

68
88
001
001
86
18
te
t6
68
08
66
96
96
06
001
96
001
96
06
ft,
88
06
001
86
86
98
56
86

*>A
~

a,

si

'MoXo)UddJ9d

9tt'9

*

oj .tun 'uonwml*

6'tfl

198

6t9

I

.

tfi

z

51

II

"OK

61

Ot

tl

Ot

01
01

n

85

oqx j^pjQ lit aWjiit

I

ti

"

OZ

81

"

98
95

'

I t:

*

91

t t

Z

It

•

9

*

58
15

f

I

»

oz

II

1

09
58
98
09
99
85
88
08

ll

"
""I

01

II

8

»

It

•

8

8

•

81
89
11
88
81

8

|

*

15

u<n#umsttA\
JS»AV iimiSJU

1

81

!I

8

59
98
te
tf
15
95
81

.

,

*

18

918
....

1

.

9

tt
96

8

z

t

I

II

i

•

18
85
IK
91
19
88
98
01
81
9t
11
91

f

| I !I

81

8

t589
i

OOI
16
OOI
66
OOI
IKIl
Hi
OOI
001
16
001
86
%
58
001
86

■ Z
•
•
1

II

I I
01

001
,96
001
001
16
18
66
OOI
68
96
001
86
001
t6
ooi
16
001
001
86
66
OOt
86
001
86
86
001
OOt
86

88

9t

r.t
•
01

it

i

n

ff
09
81
06
01
91
19
89
81
01
^
11
t9
99
001
89
98
11
19

|

85

OOI
OOI
OOI
It'.
M
fH
0(11

.

I99

01
89
15
tfi

tl

zz

t
11

99
ot
99

19
96
OOI
OOI
58
Gl
96
86
16
98
66
56
OOI
98
001
96
001
96
68
86
88
86
OOI
08
86
t9
91
86

101*
055
891*
til*
ISl'l*
008*
008*
066*
699
9t8*
its't.
611
689*
[99*
tei
689*
r.ra*
511
801'
5. 689'
91*
905'8
808*
89*
918
891.
11
tt9

•ok

* «

19
t8
08
te
98
ct

if

95

ff

«>A

ef?

I'U

0*
»8
98
51
r.e

u

11
9f

it

OOt
9t
99
OS
Of
8t
15
W
98

(j

It
09
19
Ot
11
61
15
19
09

99
t9
99
or.
t9
89
69
91
at
Ot

88
t5
55
01
88
85
95
11
It
95
08
85
9t
08
08

'S^A

•mioj.

■naninntiof)

«

99

pUBlXjBK
«;ii.>siiq;>tiHwuj£
anSiqDiK
\\ t-.'Ulll
JJ1HWSJK
TlUltJUOH
BURiuqo^
^&
ojiqsdnniH
*e& .tenjaf
3(J<>A
"
opu)
uoS9JO
\~mii.',[ in t:i
■
apoqH pireisi
m»"s
mojpaa —
it

19
8t
55
85
89
18
01
18
98
09

•Ofj

•soa

5
a

i

61
81
6t
95
18
88
88
55
09
05
19
09
65
18

tl

88
58
99
11
08

•ON

o.vj

li

upuojipto
OpuiOJOO
milt ;.>.
BIOUUII
Haiqpui
UfcOI

•NNOItJIAKf

a'lHVJ,

ot
Of
t9
St
gt

ot
fZ
99
Of
18
8i
ic
9f
Of
fit:
98

81
IS
99
tt
96
69
99

It

tt
0*

■ON

li
it

o

£

I8

8
1

II

I
88
81
61

8

l
t-

89

8

I

I
n

9

8 9 II

9

*

t8G

I

•'

860'T

r.t:

99

I

819

or.
91
01
SR

i

II
018

t:

hi

09

I
688'l

681
91
81
8t
01
11
68

881
61
18

inn

r.[
It:

01

n

681
81
81

sr.t'i

8

888

91

1
81

6 r.

e

81

is:

89

I1

9

81

I

6

nr.

8

1 '-'

08

t

St
81

88
881

K

81
re
t5
18
uni

01
88

8

88

t8
it:

t9
98
98
801
161

9

8t
81

fl

8

8

It

68
96

:ir.
61

ok

91
91

n

-B9A

ilk

til

X

16
81

K

98
19

III

mis

88
08

X

88

III
91

85

a

911
88

91
u

Si

li

tt
01

i

69

18

8
81

91
01
in

I f

18

I 8961 I
-8S
sr.
fZ
8G
811

8
88

1

K

1

11
98
88

I

1

SI

811
08
HI
Oil
89
es
'.li

98
'Jul
10
18
801
98
81
HII
99
8E
8»

8

98
901

08
tOI
18
S8
tot
88
81
IC,
[9
98
98

I

fS
89
68
68

nr.
91

-boa

88

■ok

1

08
81
HI
88
91

•on

ox "05

5

88

58

I

it

08
15
81
OS
9f
88

tl

•ok

■c

^

e

oj. »Konysnf)

'J

18

HI

II
88
18
91

t

1

hi

9
[8

II

01
81

88
05
08
88

96

[1
98

89
81

li

9t
st

II

-s»A

5«si

ilsi

uONM

8 81

II

815
[8

81

II

•ok

81

11

01
88
88
61

's^A

8

51
OS!
Of
88
89
81

ON

&»l

lis

**f

-

si

^ ^^c «
2*.9

onv

1

I

I

II

e

■OK

Oil

J
8
8

18

88
51

?
a

li

fl

I

cr.
88
ts
15

S
88

in
in:
<.t:
1!:
81
81

w
■ 5

HI

"a 0

uiaj,,

fl
*

•

1
"is*"

&o HdMvrj oniusmbky

X

98

g

<"IX japoo i« jr[ aif

3

gist

8

'S9A

uaannN

L

I

omO
tH9JQ 111
B|nUAl£flUU9£
Bpoqa posm
m"os moii'ia
|HonU9A
UOlf(U|l(T.l!A\
|WJt ll|U|»JI.\
UJSUO.ISIW

okimohs

.

(jaqama)

"6

i

pun *j««auu.ii
ramqniv
BiajojuBO
OpiUO{OQ
jnaftdouaoQ
s|o»MII
QUSIpU]
1I«"I
hllSlllIJI
•>ni"K
paotXJVH
SlV»hlUpi!SSVJV
u«*iqoiw
«jof»uniK
|J110OT|K
iramnoK
liJfjnijq-fN
av.i^i 'ojm>ilim!ji •■■
-w^k XaAjef

'0£J

S

'HKOXBIAId

5nQV,l

I

s
r,
8881 68

t S 08

I

t t 8 6 '.i 8

f9

I

I

■

•ojj

GENERAL.

REPORT OF INSPECTOR

117
-

0

20. Does the Camp
engage in company
drill regularly t ....

i

-*

X

t

fH

a
7.

17. Have all reports
and duet beenforlearned to Division

—a*—-

X

i

« t- *i rz
»-< ?» 9) ft

X

and filed

]

•-* •

iMC*
go

*H

«

| ci

i* « s. » x :i c
oi ■*s c t- ?i
~i »e*oA««»H«3*25
r-l i-t ■-< .-<

0

13. Are the General
Order* read in
Camp regularly,

f-l
—

h

i

16. Is the Camp-room
properly equ Ipped

§
1-

6
SB

19. /« the Camp free
from indebtedness /..

r. -. .- —
rH
CI

-

|So
j

r '

i- n c tt- * m m
c i- :i c
nh
n u- ti im - « ri-l CI i->
n t-

a
3

O

O

hr
»
,4

<?»
PS

ci ft -r BO-o t>*.
ti
E-nnc

n w -t x
rt l- ti — ft
rt- ct n t. tr:

-

y

-

ia iff
n c
r: i"m ^ c h n -i ti- m r.
ci ?
M fi 5 a n 5! h ci l-

t

f

f c ci« -a ht ^ hr: mh to+

S

*

-h « « ft

14. Is a badge pre

:i

texted to each re
cruit when

mi

13. ^re fAtf members
the staff pro
vided urith proper
chevrons T.

=

11.

AXArqfletr.

it ear side arms f

II

B

j

rank

•S"t-gg!i5SS

|

&fat« number and
$

h ; ft k; k; is n
t- ?i x * h - f •£c
c :i «
ft
l-« H H H Tl IC Cl tl ?1
=

SS5

?'

3

~

x 5?

S2"

=

i- X = 3 50

^
i

wx,c^£-^*£*^3?j£2"^«S?;P

10. Do officers wear
rank straps^ in ac
cordance with R.
and R

it ft
i

c n t-

c ft ri
r;

ch

ni—rt

t-

s

i c r- r. c c :i c n i-

5*
CD
S
&

E

<6

c

i

dHTIdKOO

r,
95

1

r.
1)8
181
951
'.•t;
'.HI
18
111
951
81
r.t
.','.■

'I
5

't
8

:

r. 6 e 8

5

8

-

•
■

8
8

li r. 8

9

85
88

I

8

O

i

t '_■8

9
6

I I I

i

66

r.tt'ser,* HO

8

50l'll

19

Si
88
551

95

68

901
868
SOI
68
898

5T.I
hi:
ill

11

56
6't

n

li

I I I
65

'I

i;

11

n

HI
81
'.-i;
vol

ii

Hi
l't
k-'.-i
•ji;
8'8l
81
is
HI

858* 00
05
IIl'I
094"r. 00
859'9 98
8tr.'r.i 05
r.r.t'6 he
688' 09
9f8'8 91
tt
iin's
oty'r. r.5
89
Ell't5
881 5t
816' 65
888'f 95
tos'i 00
5I9'9 05
055'8 88
no
'iiirm
tS8'lS 89
95 180' 91
908 95
it cte tt
't oil) r.r.
sss IK)
958' 18
590' 00
008 00
008' 01

i

'i

'9 169

5
9
9'1
89
86
88
8'5

1'S
9'H[
r.i

'«MOVH3AV

fo
8f
89
00
89
19
19
Si

it

6t
58
00
61
»t
18
99
58
86
96
65
58
96
98
08
5t
59
88
9f

881* Oil

89*
99
t65
055
80
91
18
19
681
88
161
051
681
58
815
6/.
611
569
811
III
It896
555
68
801
9tl
99
11

•AV

1

985

8
85
18

8

t1

ft

65

t

5 5

801
98
OS
551

t'8

08
9B
191
115
681
856
189
681'5
588
9S5
889'!
6lt
08f
T.V.I
58
151'
tsr.
115
881'
tte'i
81
sts'

t

tit* 69
881 95
tir. 90
858'8 f9
sas'r. ta
KM 51
8f
8tl'l
sr.fr. 08
198' BO
f08 15
111(18- 8i
6tl 00
Oil 69
580' 99
t05 11
OGO'I 99
9Ki-i at
101 98
't 688 t)f
OtS'l 66
151 00
t58'tl 19
551 65
8tl t5
515' 8H
608 00
Itl II
tlO'I 58

'1«)UX

'J15'9!I* II

I

0i8'6t

t8

'8

818
91
66
t85
681'
01
850
19

68
81
51
18
6'8
88

UNIAVOHS 'iTlViOX

1

'I

"oei'i

89
111
IDS
581
185
90t
Btl
88
85t
905
181
898

If

98

8

I

i;r.
r,'K169'
985

tl

6

1
H

I

091
ir.
81
HI
n
r.i
9t

its
or.
598
08 9'
985
tr.
f5
16
58
so:
>'<:
-85
or,
65
t'8E
86
90S
>.t:
w.
15
s'tr.
58
08

■5S

«.

IP

'3AIHIVI0NI

'5

r.K
tr.
95
951
sr-r.

r.r.r,
tts
lie
916
r.ti'8
801'8
t. see
9t9'K
561
881
058
DOS'
086't
859'
5tl
500'
158
856
tss's
ltl'9
itl
5t5'S
858
895
88t'I
888
885
oai't

KOUd MHaAVSKY OX 8KOIiH3Hf> If.

H

51* El
r,i
85 Bt
Oil 56
ir. sih
or. 16
HI Of
11 86
98 19
it 10
6H 69
III 95
8i te
81 88
Of 88
r.i is
r.i so
6t oa
88 It
K 08
or. ti
r.o im
ti- «8
us
96 91
sr. to
II 9i
86 st

,v

16*

e

oqx J.ipJQ lit

"O^ 'fr

6

«H"WU«0
upBJOIOQ
tMDi^oauuoo
eiouiui
emipai
VMUI
bTWUUJl
eu|«n
ptroi£ren
triVtwiiqaenmiJV
uiJa,q->tK
ttJOHOUUlK
ijuoskik
uuiijik'K
un&njqox
awx aJiqsdnroH
jh^k jCouef
**»K VOA
offlO
uoSojo
UHAlXrtUUdi
apoqu (>u«|!?I
qv»»s Bjo^ea
juoaurt,\
,qs«M, aa%8u
-«ia|ftiiA
uimi<*aeiA\

QTiaVtL

£

E
<!

OL

I

•

1

•

*ui«q«|V paw •^srtuuex
«iiuojn*0
opBJOjoo
inonaoauoo
ttiouiiu
BU«|piII
BJ&OI
SBSUBH
ou|«k
puiilXjuW
^dsnqoBsmiK
—
avSppiK
a}oeeanfK
|jnos8fpi
etre^non
w^BBjqeN
*®N 9Jiqedai«H
m.ik &9*i9f
»&K HJOA
01T(0
uo>fcuo
ii]u«.vii^uua^
epoqa pavpi
mn«s ttjoipia:
tuoHLidA
uoiilumsw.w
J»OA\ «|Ui3fJTA
U1SU1>DHI.S\

WfiOlHIAIU

5* SI
99
08
68
90
51
58
89
68
88
50
88
50
88
t9
18
96
t9
89
16
09
51
01
ts
99
98
8t
90

'081M8AY

1

!
88
tts
115
805
tls
89
95
561
081
01
9111

5 8 r.

t t55

'

„•
•

6

IT I[II5 I5 I8IIIII5 5I II5II

IIII5SI I9II8 5I8 88 II I5

r.

5

6

|
I
*8

9
I9fl

8

88
8t

I8II59
t

'5

8

1

t6I

11
09
69
Oti
is
IT
15

'I

|

991

97.8

98

II

8t

88

85

il

06
98
- W
58

SI

9

'81* 655 It

II

911

I

tI

810

55

85

5

018
81

68
86

It

89
se

r.r.
(11
6t
tt

9

891
11
IS
Oil

6 55589
98

91
951
98
lit:
it

15
58
9t
59
Oil

in

9

15
»9t
19t

5

ts

r.i

95

I

68
81
r.t
11
105

II

■JUI

15

If

8

It

l!

1

801

»

91

II
II

6

59
601
19
19
95
85
581
89

•»<u

t

I* 66

8
r.r.

51* 98
901 09
161 00
881 91
811 to
6W 89
t5t 59
1*9 99
191 59
81! 01
I89't. 98
998 59
981 08
its 09
901 05
158 09
811 t8
W 09
116 10
«8
ite'i
91 00
no 51
»8I Ct
00
915 08
651 00
II 91
9t It

tiaa.riimoo—

et
5*

'o&

9
9

5* 89

I* 99
15
99
Ot
88
Ot
81
69
96
89
tO
89
80
51
00
69
16
86
11
06
95
56
86
St
59
11
St
18

■l'l)'>X

'j'ltlVX

f
9

'8

120

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

,

CAMP INSPECTIONS.

In view of the contemplated radical changes in all branches of the Order, I deemed
it best not to alter the general system of Camp inspections used last year, and made
only one material change in the ranking questions, and that was upon approval by
the Ninth Annual Encampment of my recommendation last year, as to military
drill. Leaving such recommendations as I feel should be considered by you until
the close of my report, I will proceed to lay before you the results of the inspection,
as developed by the questions in order, preliminary to which it should be noted
carefully by you that my report embraces results from 28 Divisions, no inspection
being made in Arkansas and Florida, while in Kentucky, through carelessness, blanks
of the form for 1889 were used, and therefore were practically valueless.
There were 2,177 Camps in the Divisions inspected, 1,730 of which were inspected.
There is a decided improvement in the ratio of Camps inspected. The Divisions of
New Jersey. Rhode Island and West Virginia
Connecticut, Kansas, Massachusetts,
had every Camp inspected, while in Vermont 98 per cent, were inspected, Wisconsin
96 per cent.. Maryland 95 per cent., Nebraska 94 per cent., and in New Hampshire 93
The smallest percentages of Camps inspected were Alabama and Tennes
per cent.
see 47 per cent., Illinois 54 per cent., Montana 56 per cent., and Missouri 58 per cent.
Incidentally I may state that where less than 75 per cent, of a Division"* Camps are
inspected, the rank of that Division will naturally fall very low, and, as is natural,
those whose Camps are all inspected rank correspondingly high. The rank of the
six Divisions having all Camps inspected, in so far as the ranking questions govern,
is as follows: Rhode Island first, with 92.1; Massachusetts, 90.4; Connecticut, 84.8;
New Jersey, 83.2; Kansas, 67.5; West Virginia, 59.8.
Kansas and West Virginia fall
behind their competitors largely because of weakness in uniforms, equipping of offi
The relative stand
cers, military drill, and the other questions correlative to these.
ing of Divisions on all questions is fully shown in the preceding tables [pp. 112-119.]
In considering the following digest of questions, please recollect that averages
refer to markings — five being perfect — and, of course, all the Camps in the Division
enter into the calculation, whether inspected or not. Percentages refer to the num
ber of Camps inspected, 100 denoting that all Camps inspected are perfect on the
particular question for which that percentage is given. It may be stated, once for
all, that upon every question, except Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, and 20, Alabama and Ten
nessee has the honor of footing the list of averages, though several other Divisions
keep jealously near the tail end, and sometimes tie her for this position.
In answer to question No. 1, it is found that 583 Captains (33.7 per cent.) have
committed their ritualistic work perfectly to memory, a gain of 2.7 per cent, over
last year's report, Montana, Rhode Island and Massachusetts lead, with 80, 63 and
59 per cent, respectively, while in West Virginia all save 8 per cent, of the Captains
have not committed the ritual.
In 758 Camps, the Captain has partly committed
the work to memory; in 389, none.
The average marking of the Order is 2.5; Mas
sachusetts' average was 4, and Rhode Island's, 3.8, while Alabama and Tennessee stands
weakly at 1.2. On the whole, there is a slight improvement in the averages.
No. 2. In 613 Camps (35.5 per cent.), Lieutenants and Chaplains do their work
without the book; 62 per cent, of the Camps in Rhode Island, and 22 per cent, in
both Colorado and Alabama and Tennessee, being the extremes.
TheBe officers have
partially committed their work in 807 Camps, and in 310 thoy read it entirely. In
markings, Massachusetts, which has 4.1, is first; that of the Order at large being 2.2.
No. 3. Sergeants of the Guard to the number of 606 (35 per cent., a loss of 3 1
per cent.) can deliver their parts without assistance; 67 per cent, of Rhode Island's
Sergeants are perfect, while 28 per cent, of those in Wisconsin report beside t hem as
the other extreme; 731 Sergeants, with partly committed work, and 393 who read the
ritual throughout, complete the quota. Average of the Order, 2.6. In the working
of the ritual, we have made very little improvement over last year; Colonels and
others in authority should impress upon Camp officers the necessity of learning their
respective parts. The man who cannot learn the Captain's part has no business to
command a Camp, and especially in the case of Lieutenants and Chaplains, whose
work is short and easy, there is no excuse for neglect of their duty.
No. 4. Regular attendance is recorded to the credit of the officers of 1.093 Camps
New Hampshire,- with 93 per
(63.2 per cent.), a slight improvement over last year.
cent., leads the van, and Colorado, with only 22 per cent., closes the procession. In 582
Camps, part of the officers attend regularly, while in 55 non-attendance is the rule.
In markings, New Jersey leads with 4.9. Average of the Order, 3.6.
No. 5. Members attend regularly in 38S Camps (22.4 per cent.), a loss of 3.2 per
cent.
This is one of the most difficult questions on which to secure uniform mark
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ings, and in spite of my ruling, that at least three-fourths of the membership at
every meeting is necessary to seoure perfect markings, reports of Division Inspect
ors show great diversity of methods and results. For instance: 20 per cent, of the
Camps in New Hampshire report regular attendance, while in such Divisions as
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Oregon, none are so reported. In 1,278 Camps, a
part, and in 674 none, of the members are regular. The markings of Rhode Island
(4.2). Massachusetts and West Virginia (4.1), are the highest: that of the Order is 2.9.
No. 6. The records are complete and well kept in 1,659 Camps (77.4 per cent. ), a
substantial gain of 452 Camps (20.7 per cent.) being thus indicated. New Jersey
reports 100 per cent., and Colorado only 11 per cent, of her Camps with perfect rec
ords. In 331 instances part, and in 60 none, of the Camp books had received proper
The average marking of the Order is found to be 3.9.
attention.
No. 7. Prompt collection of all dues is reported in 1,044 Camps (77.7 per cent.),
only 4 per cent, more than last year. All Camps in Massachusetts are prompt in
This is another of the ques
the matter, as against only 20 per cent, in Montana.
tions on which there is liability of diverse markings in different Divisions; and As
sistant Inspectors should be careful to take data direct from Camp Quartermasters,
in order to secure reliable results. In 392 Camps, part of the members pay promptly;
in 59, none. Average of the Order, 8.7.
No. 8. There are 1,423 Camps (82.3 per cent.) secured from loss by bonds filed
All Quartermaster Sergeants
by Quartermaster Sergeants — a gain of 5.5 per cent.
in Oregon, Alabama and Tennessee have given security; but in Maryland only onehalf have obeyed the constitutional requirement. Many Camps have been destroyed
No sentiment of personal friendship
through peculation of funds by their officers.
or reliance on individual honesty should be allowed in this department, where the
strictest business principles should control, and the same rigid constitutional regu
lations be provided, in revision of our rules, as recommended by me with reference
to Division Quartermasters.
Questions Nos. 9, 10, 11, and 12, relative to uniforms, rank 3traps, side arms, and
chevrons, all show gains of from 4 to 8 per cent, in these particulars, and are among
the many evidences that Camps are gradually becoming better equipped, and devel
In 404 Camps part of the officers are
oping the military feature more and more.
The
uniformed, while in 326, a decrease of 254, the officers wear ordinary dress.
highest marking, 4.9, is calculated from Rhode Island's totals; lowest, 0.3, from
Oregon.
No. 10. In 763 Camps (44.1 per cent.), officers wear rank straps, in 160 a part,
AU Camps in Montana are fully provided with
and in 870 none are so provided.
proper insignia, but none in Oregon. The extremes in ranking averages are: 4.9
in Rhode Island, and 0.3 in Oregon.
No. 11. All the officers in 547 Camps (34.5 per cent.), part of the officers in 183,
Rhode Island leads in both markings and
and none in. 950 Camps, wear side arms.
percentages, while Oregon brings up the rear in both respects.
No. 12. Proper chevrons are used by the staffs in 635 Camps (36.7 per cent.),
"part" is the answer of 145, and "none" that of the remainder, or 950 Camps.
Rhode Island and Oregon are again placed in opposite positions, but Massachusetts
ranks with the former in markings.
No. 13. In determining the whole number of uniformed members in the Order,
considerable difficulty was experienced from the fact that many Inspectors gave
markings only. The missing totals have, however, been carefully estimated, and
can be vouched for as approximately correct. They aggregate the number of 24,860
uniformed men (50.3 per cent, of our membership); 7,952 men, or 12.6 per cent,
Rhode Island has 97.2 per
more in proportion to total membership than last year.
cent, and Montana 92.2 per cent, of membership uniformed.
Massachusetts has a
grand total of 4,207 uniformed men, or 87.6 per cent., and Connecticut 84.6 per cent.
This great gain shows, again, how rapidly the Order is getting into shape, and is
fuil of promise for its future splendid appearance when on parade, or appearing in
any way before the public.
No. 14. The regulation badge is presented to each recruit in 1,597 Camps (92.3
This
per cent.) The gain of 7.2 per cent, is thus denoted; last year was a decrease.
shows the effect of lower prices. Colorado, Connecticut, Minnesota, New Hampshire
and Rhode Island have each the enviable record of 100 per cent.
No. 15. The reading of General Orders is now scrupulously attended to in 1,680
Camps (97.1 per cent.), while in 50 they either wholly or partly disregard this mat
ter.
Twelve Divisions report 100 per cent., and the percentage of others is very
Indeed, the fault now does not seem to be so much that orders are not read
high.
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as that no attention is paid to their requirements after reading — a fact to which
several Inspectors have called attention.
No. 16. Camps to the number of 1,232 ( 72.2 per cent.) have properly-furnished
Camp-rooms; 408 have part of the necessary paraphernalia, while 90 hold their meet
Rhode Island and New York
ings in rooms wholly destitute of proper equipments.
average 4.9. Massachusetts 4.8, the Order at large 3.6.
No. 17. Reports and dues have been forwarded by 1,660 Camps ( 92.6 per cent.)
A large number of Divisions report 100 per cent., 20 Camps are marked "part," and
44 get no credit on this question.
No. 18. To this question also it is impossible to give exact answer, as nearly all
Division Inspectors gave ranking averages only, and not totals. The estimate shows
that 6.445 regular meetings were missed throughout the Order. Pennsylvania reports
fill missed, and Ohio is estimated to have missed 787; while the marking of Rhode
Island (4.9), and that of New Jersey (4.7), would seem to indicate that very few meet
ings were missed in those Divisions.
Averge of the Order, 3.4.
No. 19. There are 1.602 Camps (92.6 per cent,
a gain of 4.2 ) free from indebt
edness; 5 Divisions report 100 per cent., and it is a noteworthy fact that Rhode
Island, which last year footed the list of averages with 65 per cent., has cleaned off
and markings, as do
every cent of debt, and this year reports perfect percentages
also Colorado, Montana. New Hampshire, and Connecticut.
"
No. 20. This new ranking question, Does the Camp engage in company drill reg
ularly?" receives the affirmative answer from 711 camps (41.1 per cent.) It appears
that all the Massachusetts Camps are entitled to say Yes, while only 5 per cent, in
Maryland can do so: 587 Camps drill at irregular intervals, and, quite likely, vtith ir
regular intervals, and 652 give no attention to drill. Seriously, there seems no excuse
for this large percentage of undtilled Camps. Even if they have no arms, their mem
bers can at least learn to march in perfect time, and in proper alignment. Precision
in marching is admired more than accurate manual of arms; and, if a recess be taken
for drill at each meeting, there is no reason why every Camp cannot make a credit
able showing on Memorial Day or any other public occasion.
The regular drill is
found to be one of the most enjoyable exercises of the Camp, proves an inducement
to regular attendance, and will help to retain the interest of members and increase
the membership.
No. 21. There were 49,370 members in good standing in the 1,730 Camps in
In Maryland, Cnmps average 39.6; in Rhode Island. 39.4; while in South
spected.
Dakota they run as low as 17.5.
The average Camp of the Order numbers 28.5, while
last year the average was 28.4
-an infinitesimal gain indicated, which would have
you bear in mind in connection with the next two questions.
No. 22. There were 6.697 members dropped during the year — an average of 3.9
Colorado averaged 7.2; Montana, 1.6 per Camp; others intermediate.
per Camp.
No. 28. By muster-in and transfer card 17,102 members have been added to the
inspected Camps, an average of 9.9. The results as indicated in these three ques
tions should secure your closest attention and wisest legislation.
Bear in mind that
the average Camp has increased but one-tenth of a member during the year, though
9.9 members
have been added.
In other words, the average loss from all causes is
9.8 per Camp, or a total loss of nearly 17.000 members.
As less than 7,000 were
dropped, there is indicated a loss from all other causes, suspension, transfer, honor
able discharge, etc.. of over 10,000.
Allowing for a reasonable number who were
transferred to other Camps, I think it may safely be stated that the inspected Camps
have lost a number nearly equal to one-third of their membership.
When it is con
sidered that only the better Camps are inspected, and when the number from Camps
not inspected and those disbanded is added, the loss becomes enormous and appalling.
No. 24. The inspection shows an aggregate value of property in the inspected
Camps of $238,772.08; a substantial increase of $50,943.63. Pennsylvania's total of
$41,349.44 is the highest, but the averages of New Jersey ( $692.88). Colorado ( $294),
and Montana ( X278.80). are higher than that of Pennsylvania.
The lowest average
is that of South Dakota ($39).
Average of the Order, $138.60: making an average
gain of $21.13.
No. 25. In cash, there is in general Camp funds, over all indebtedness, a total of
$65,216.11 — a gain of $11,700.75 over last year, and an average of $37.70 per Camp.
Connecticut's average of $110.95 is the highest.
No. 26. Average annual dues vary in different Divisions, from $5.64 in Montana
to $1.43 in West Virginia. The general average is $2.63.
No. 27. The average muster fee is found to be $1.99. Both muster fee and annual
dues average a tew cents higher than last year in different Divisions.
The muster
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fee averages from $3.56 in Colorado to $1.45 in West Virginia. $1.43 in South Da
kota, and $1.40 in Indiana.
As will be seen, the fee in the last three Divisions aver
Indeed, in nearly every Division, Camps are
ages below the constitutional limit.
found charging less than $1.50, and, while an entire list cannot be given here. Colonels
are earnestly urged to examine the Inspector's report in their respective commands,
and to correct the fault wherever found. In this connection I desire to say, that if
each Colonel commandinga Division will take the Adjutant's tile of Assistant Inspect
or's reports, and carefully go over them, he will And each report an exact photograph
of the Camp, and can at once see wherein it is weak, and what is needed to make it

strong.
No. 28. From question No. 28 we learn that 3,073 special meetings have been
held since last inspection — about the same number as last year.
No. 29. There have been 1,451 members relieved throughout the Order; 320 in
Pennsylvania and none in Oregon indicate the extremes, between which are found
all other Divisions.
No. 30. The sum of $13,229.47 has been expended for charity
a few dollars less
than the amount indicated in my last report. It may be worthy of note that, al
though Pennsylvania relieved a larger number of distressed brothers, Massachusetts
has donated a considerably larger sum than the former for charity, her amount boing
f2.681.8fi.
No. 31.

Ladies' Aid Societies to the number of 194 are reported in connection
with inspected Camps. All, save two Divisions, report one or more.
There is evi
dence, however, that some Inspectors confounded the Ladies' Aid Societies and
Daughters of Veterans, so that the above figures may not be quite correct. More
societies are reported in Ohio and Pennsylvania than in any other Divisions.
No. 32. Posts of the Qrand Army of the Republic, to the number of 1.156. give,
This shows a gratifying
encouragement and help to Camps associated with them.
gain. Many others, also, are reported as partly in favor of our Order, and but few
<
are entirely apathetic or hostile.
Question No. 33 develops the fact that 826 Camps (a gain of 242) are equipped
as infantry; 31 (a gain of 11) as cavalry, and 24 (a gain of 8) as artillery.
Besides
this, Maryland and Michigan each report one Camp equipped both as infantry and
Massachusetts has one Naval Corps, and Ohio a Camp of Zouaves.
It
artillery.
will be seen that there has been a splendid gain in equipped Camps, and this ques
tion, in connection with No. 35. shows, again, how the military spirit obtains in our
Order.
No. 34. A total of 4,383 members are reported to have attended the encampments
As many Camps in Indiana. Illinois and Ohio were
of their respective Divisions.
not inspected, the number of course is too small.
No. 35. The number of members equipped with arms and accoutrements is 13.305
- a gain of nearly 3,000 during the year. From this we see that at one day's notice
the Sons of Veterans could put into the field 13 full regiments of armed men. fully
These are the foundations for the bulwarks this Order is
equipped and officered.
raising for the nation. This is the nucleus of the barrier we would place between
our country and foreign foes or domestic traitors.
Sound the tocsin, give forth the
word, and the sons will quickly muster as did their fathers, and with a wall of brist
ling steel surround the shrine of their liberties. Diilce el decorum est pro patria mori.
No. 36. The average cost of this inspection was $1.56 per Camp — 16 cents less
than last year. In the different Divisions, expenses vnry all the way from nothing
in Montana to $3.85 in Vermont.
Careful consideration of the foregoing shows, as a rule, quite satisfactory gains
throughout; yet there is much room for improvement in the present system of in
spections. When only indifferent and largely-estimated results are obtained from
such great Divisions as Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, our present methods are fatally
weak.
In those Divisions where a system of uniform markings prevails, inspection
is a means of wonderful inspiration, and such Divisions to-day lead all others in dis
The system adopted in Massachusetts
cipline, appearance, and general excellence.
during my first term as Inspector General has now had full fruition, and its simplicity,
thoroughness and effectiveness is its own sufficient commendation.
Using this sys
tem as a basis, and believing its adoption by you will mark a distinctive step in the
progress of our Order. I advise a constitutional enactment, and
1. That on or before January 1st next succeeding
his election, the
Recommend:
Colonel commanding each Division shall appoint Assistant Inspectors, not to exceed
one for each congressional district in his Division; fixing a date as soon thereafter
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as practicable for a joint meeting in a school of instruction, with the Division In
spector as instructor; at which every question on the inspection blank and the In
spector General's instructions thereon shall have careful consideration, and therebyuniform markings be secured throughout the Order; and
2. That the necessary expenses of these officers, while in the discharge of their
duties, shall be paid by the Division, and the aggregate expenses be apportioned
the several Camps forming the Division at the time of inspection; the same to be
paid as a special tax with the quarterly tax due July 1 succeeding the inspection.
Inasmuch as by this system a complete inspection of every Camp in the Division
can be accomplished within 30 days (the actual record in Massachusetts Division,
with over 4,000 men inspected this year, being only 27 days). I further
Recommend:
8. That Camp inspections begin promptly May 1, and close May 30.
This provision will enable Adjutants to apportion the special tax. and issue an order
for its embodiment in the quarterly tax of July 1, as heretofore recommended.
I desire, before closing this report, to especially commend the inspectors of Rhode
Island, Massachusetts, New York. Kansas. Michigan, Connecticut, and Wisconsin,
whose reports were correct in detail and clerical work, each one fully understanding
the duties of his position, and performing them conscientiously and thoroughly.
In contrast to this, many reports show the most reprehensible negligence and care
lessness, as monumental as inexcusable; and I wish to emphatically repeat my cau
tion in last year's report, to Colonels, in selecting this important officer.
Next to
the Adjutant, no staff officers bear such intimate relntions to the Order, and no man
should be given this important office unless known not only to be perfectly compe
tent, but to have that zeal for the Order which will bring forth absolutely perfect
■
inspections and reports thereon.
In closing this report, and with it. practically, my connection with the Order as
Inspector General, I desire, General Webb, to give you grateful thanks for the unex
pected honor of appointment, and to here publicly acknowledge the continuous and
hearty cooperation given me, not only by you, but by the Adjutant and Quartermas
ter Generals and the many brothers throughout the Order with whom I have had offi
cial intercourse during the past year. Although my fourth year at the head of this
department, and its conduct has brought daily toil and many exactions, I must hon
estly confess that the warm friendships formed through these relations bring requital
for the labor greater than I could possibly render; anfl in all sincerity I ask that the
mantle of charity be thrown over my many errors of omission and commission.
And, regarding the office as of the highest importance, especially during the ensuing
year of our reorganization, I bespeak for my successor that support and assistance
by the brothers as shall enable us all to look back to these days of great imperfec
tions and unsatisfying results with thankfulness that an era of success and progress
has been reached by our Order, unapproached in its excellence by any fraternal or
ganization in this land.
And so, as Inspector General, bidding you farewell, let me also earnestly and
sincerely bid you "God-speed."
Mabvin E. Hall, Inspector General.
Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L.,

The Pbesidinq

Offices: The report will be referred to the proper committee
The Surgeon General's report is now in order. He does not seem
to be present, and we will proceed to the report of the Chaplain-in-Chief.
He is not
here.
The next business under the special order adopted this afternoon is the re
ception of communications from Divisions, Camps, and individual brothers. The
Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions for the reception of such communi
cations.
The Adjutant General called the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Michigan was called —
Gen. Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: General, Michigan voted in Encampment,
August 4. to recommend the Commandery-in-Chief to adopt the same tactics as those
used in the United States army for this Order, and I desire that recommendation be
acted upon at this Encampment.
The I'kesidino Offioek: If there is no objection, the recommendation from the
when appointed.
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Division of Michigan will be referred to the Committee on Constitution.
The chair
hears none, and it will be so ordered.
When the Division of Missouri was called —
Col. B. W. Fbauenthall, of Missouri: General, the Division of Missouri sent two
or three recommendations for constitutional changes to the Adjutant General, about

July 20.
Adjutant Genebal Hebod:

Pursuant

to

a

resolution of the last Enoampment.
Rules and

they were all sent to chairman Hatch, of the Committee on Constitution,

Regulations.

The Pbesidino Offices:

Are there any communications from Camps?
Are
from individuals?
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: General, I want to tell you of our experience
It may or may not be the same way in other Divisions, but it was a
in Wisconsin.
painful experience to me, and for the good that it does to face our sins of omission
and commission, I want to say, as an individual who happens to be from Wisconsin
that in a good old soldier State, in which we have the most hearty cooperation of the
Grand Army, with a total membership of 1,000, we had a gain of 870 odd last
year — almost 50 per cent, of our membership — but the loss was within 83 of that
number.
The Pbesidino Offices: The next order of business, under the special order
adopted this morning, is the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and
I understand that committee is not ready to report. I judge that
Regulations.
neither the Committee on Military Rank nor the Committee on Ritual is at present
What is the further pleasure of the Encampment ?
ready to report.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, as there is nothing further that the
Commandery can do this evening, and several of the committees have important
work to complete, I move that we take a recess until the specified hour to-morrow
there any communications

morning.

I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to, and the Commandery took a recess until
Tuesday, August 25.
Colonel Mobbison, of Montana:

9

o'clock a.m.,

TUESDAY MORNING SESSION.
Tuesday, August 25, 1891.
of the Commander-in-Chief, the Commandery-in-Chief was called
to order by Maj. Gen. Rudolph Loebenstein, at 9 o'clock a. m.
The Adjutant General called the roll of officers and delegates.
The Pbesidino Offioeb: The first order of business will be the reading of the
minutes.
The stenographer informs me that they have not been written up. Owing
to the fact that there was a session of the Commandery last night, it was impossible
to have them transcribed.
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: General, I move the reading of the minutes be
dispensed with.
Adjutant Ge.nebal Hebod: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: General, in view of the fact that the mayor
was here yesterday promptly at 2 o'clock, to meet us, and is now here again. I move

In the

absence
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that

a committee of three be appointed to wait upon his honor and while away the
time with him until the arrival of the Commander-in-Chief, when we will be ready
to receive him, in order that there may be no apparent discourtesy.
W. E. Ali/Stkom. of New Jersey: General. I second that motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Premising Officer: I will appoint Brother Krackowizer, Colonel Deckman.
and Bro. W. A. Rogers.
E. W. Krackowizer. of Wisconsin: General, I prefer to be left off that committee,

I

have some other work to do.
The Presiding Officer: At the request of Brother Krackowzier. he is relieved
from duty on that committee, and I will appoint General Maccabe. of Boston, in his
as

place.

Gen. J. B. Maccabe. of Massachusetts: General, I will inquire if the special order
of business is not the consideration of the report of the Committee on Constitution,
Rules and Regulations?
I am informed that is the case. I would ask the conven
tion to modify the order of business, and have the consideration of our report as
signed for 2 o'clock this afternoon. I make that motion.
E. W. Krackowizer, of Wisconsin: I second the motion, and will move that the
report of the Committee on Military Rank and the report of the Committee on Rit
ual be. in their order, called instead of the report of the Committee on Constitution.
Rules and Regulations, for the morning session.
The Prebiding Officer: If there is no objection it will be so ordered.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: General, is the committee just appointed
to report to the mayor in the ante-room?

The Presiding Officer:
Gen.

J.

Yes, sir.

B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts:

The Presiding Officer:

And entertain him?

Yes. sir.

Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: I presume the expense will be provided
for out of the contingent fund. [ Laughter. |
The committee retired.
The Presiding Officer: The next order of business, as the chair understands
it, is the report of the Committee on Military Rank. Is that committee ready to

report?
E. W. Krackowizer. of Wisconsin: General, the Commander-in-Chief now being
present with the committee in the ante-room, it might be proper to take a recess of
a quarter of an hour in order to greet his honor the mayor, and in turn be greeted
by him. I move you that we now take a recess of 20 minutes for that purpose.
Col. F. P. Corhick, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Presiding Officer: Chief Mustering-Officer General Pollitt, will you please
inform General Maccabe that the Encampment is now ready to receive Mayor Win
ston?
The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.
Mayor Winston entered, escorted by the committee.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I have the honor, as chair
man of this committee, to introduce his honor, Mayor Winston, mayor of this beau
tiful city of Minneapolis.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Officers and brothers of the tenth annual meeting of
Sons
of Veterans, TJ. S. A., I take great pleasure in int ro
the Commandery-in-Chief,
honor,
his
to
ducing
you
Mayor Winston, mayor of this city, and he now has the
Boor.
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Matok Winston: Commander, Sons of Veterans, United States of America — You
are the worthy sons of that sturdy stock which a few years ago performed such val
orous deeds on battle fields, endured such suffering and even death, that this country
might be unified and free forever. In respect to their memory, in the name of and
on behalf of the city of Minneapolis,
extend to you a most hearty and cordial greet
ing. The hospitality of this city is bestowed upon you to its fullest extent. I shall
not address you at any length at this time. I simply come here to extend to you
the greeting of the city.
expect to meet you again at the "'camp fire," when shall
speak at greater length, and
hope at that time to meet a great many more of this
honorable organization, as well as the ladies. Gentlemen, it is idle for me to express
the wish that you will enjoy your stay in our city, because I know the people of the
city of Minneapolis will do all they can to make your time pleasant. I thank you.

I

I

I

I

[Applause.]
Mr. Mayor, on behalf of the Sons of Veterans, TJ. S. A.,
for the time being, I desire to thank you, and through
you to thank the citizens of Minneapolis, for the cordial greeting and the kind words
This is no time for speech-making,
which you have expressed for this organization.
but I want to say that in 1884 I had the honor of being present when this city enter
I knew what the boys would receive when
tained the Grand Army of the Republic.
they came here this time. The Sons of Veterans, the sons of those veterans, through
you, Mr. Mayor, return to the citizens of Minneapolis their most sincere thanks, and
trust that we shall prove, ourselves worthy of the very cordial reception you have
given us. and your very kind words. We hope to meet you again, and hear you more

The Commandek-in-Chief:

as the Commander-in-Chief

at length.

Mayor Winston retired, escorted by the committee.
I have received a communication from the Surgeon
General to the effect that he will not be present. His report will be received, and I
have appointed as Assistant Surgeon General for this meeting of the CommanderyI have ap
in-Chief, Maj. B. W. Wilcox, Past Surgeon of the New York Division.
pointed as surgeon for the Military Camp, Major Armstrong, who is Past Surgeon
I have also detailed Lieut. Col. Will. G. Beach as Com
of the Wisconsin Division.
These appointments have been
mander of Camp Webb during the Encampment.
15,
Orders,
16,
Nos.
as
follows:
14,
in
and
announced
Special

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

Minneapolis, Minn., August 2i, 1891.
Special Orders, No. 14.
Col. Charles F. Morrison, commanding the Montana Division, Sons of Veterans.
V. 8. A., is hereby detailed as an aide upon the staff of the Chief Marshal, to serve
in that capacity on the grand parade, Wednesday, August 26, 1891.
Colonel Morrison will report to the Chief Marshal in accordance with this order.

Special

Orders,

Minneapolis,

No. IS.

Minn., August

25, 1891.

I. In

the absonco of the Surgeon General, Maj. R. W. Wilcox, of the New York
Division, is hereby appointed and commissioned as Assistant Surgeon General, and
will officiate in that capacity during the tenth annual meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

II. Maj. — . — . Armstrong, Past Surgeon of the Wisconsin Division, Sons of
Veterans, U. 8. A., is hereby detailed to act in the capacity of Assistant Surgeon
General at Camp Webb during the tenth annual meeting of the Commandery-inChief, Sons of Veterans, D. S. A.
These officers will be respected and obeyed accordingly.
Special

Orders No. 16.

I. Lient. Col. Will.

Minneapolis, Minn., August 25, 1891.
Division of Indiana, Sons of Veterans, U. S.

A.,
is hereby detailed as Commander of Camp Webb during the tenth annual meeting of
the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A., and he will be respected and
obeyed accordingly.
G. Beach, of the
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II. Past Col. B. W. Coiner, having heretofore been detailed as Commander of said
Camp by the Major General, is hereby relieved from the command of said Camp,
and will assume command of his own Camp.
The Commandeb-in-Chikf: Major Wilcox, are you prepared to make the report
for the Surgeon General?
Major Wilcox submitted the report of the Surgeon General.

REPORT

OF THE SURGEON GENERAL.

_

_ .
. T
_
_
.
. .
Gen. Leland J.
Webb, Commander-in-Chief:

Bbandon. Vt., August

20, 1891.

Sib — I have the honor to report as follows:
According to the suggestions of Past Surgeon General Bracklow, the Commandery-in-Chief has, in the past year, caused a revision of blank forms Nos. 47 and 48.
thus rendering it possible to obtain uniform reports from every Camp in our Order.
I had hoped to present such a report at this Encampment, whereby the Department
of Surgery might become of value to our Order. And yet, notwithstanding this re
vision, my report is practically valueless, because of its incompleteness, owing to
the failure of more than one-half of the Division Surgeons to forward a report to
this office, and of the Divisions reporting, not more than 55 per cent, of the Camps
The following is the consolidated report of the Divisions of Cali
have responded.
fornia, Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, Kansas, Montana, Maine, Massachusetts.
Michigan, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont, Wiscon
sin, and Washington:
Total number of members mustered
Number tu good standing
N umber in State militia
Number in U. S. army

%nl
*3

^

Number
Number

1
213

'S?

j»*
30,619
™
*' iWO

32

:
■

»JJ
™

?ok
jy-.
**J5

*™

i£

?

«
o Jn2
q22
123
g~
****
ijJT
-'j*

ii*
*W

i

*

in U. S. navy
of deaths within the past year
Number of cases of sickness within the past year
Number of cases of injuries within the past year
Total number of weeks1 sickness
Total number of weoksT disability from Injury
Number of members supposed to be able to bear arras
Number of members over 45 years of age
Age of oldest member
Average age of members
Number of unmarried members
Number of widowers
Number of married members
Number of foreign born
Number of G. A. R. members
Number of clergymen
Number of physicians
Number of lawyers
Number of teachers
Number of literary men
Number of artists
Number of merchants
Number of farmers
Number of clerks and book-keepers
Number of mechanics
Number of printers
Number of students
Number of salesmen
Number of telegraph operators
Number of miners
Number of skilled laborers
Number of laborers
Number of railroad conductors
Number of civil engineers
Number of musicians
occupations
Miscellaneous
Number of Camps In Order
Number of Camps reported
Number of Divisions reporting

22*225
26,66"-

Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L.,
Obbin A. Gee. Surgeon General.
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The Commandee-in-Chief:

The report will be referred to the proper committee.
Commander, I suggest that inasmuch as the Com
mittee on Inspection of Commandery-in-Chief Headquarters has made its report,
and it contains two or three recommendations which should properly be considered
by the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, the Encampment give
consent to hear the report of that committee before the report of the Committee on
Revision of the Constitution is submitted.
The Commandee-in-Chief: What is the pleasure of the Encampment in reference
to the request of General Hall? Is there objection?
There being no objection, the
next thing in order is the report of the Committee of inspecting officers on the In
spection of Commandery-in-Chief Headquarters.
General Hall submitted the report of the inspection committee.
l.NSi'EOTOu Gjcnekal

Hall:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INSPECTION OF COMMANDERY-INCHIEF HEADQUARTERS.
To the Officers and Members of

the

Minneapolis, Minn., August 24, 1891.
Commandery-in-Chief in Tenth Annual Encamp

ment assembled:

Bbothees — The committee appointed by the' Ninth Annual Encampment to in
performed that duty May 12, and
spect headquarters of the Commandery-in-Chief
have to report the headquarters excellently situated for the prompt and pleasant
transaction of its business, and the clerical force evidently sufficient to readily
perform all services required. In the Adjutant General's department, all corre
spondence was not only carefully but very promptly attended to, and copies of all
We found that during General Griffin's admin
correspondence properly preserved.
istration the Adjutant General did not keep a complete record, in the book prepared
for that purpose, of the charters granted the several Divisions, and while this may
not prove a fatal oversight, it will prove of great inconvenience to future Adjutant
Generals. In several instances, commissions were not issued t>y past administra
tions, or copies were not made in the proper record book at headquarters, which is,
in our judgment, a serious omission. At the time of our inspection (May 12) only
16 of the 32 Divisions had made the quarterly report and sent the tax for the first
quarter of 1891, and the evidence on these reports shows that many Colonels com
manding Divisions are lax, negligent and decidedly careless in the prompt and
proper transaction of financial business with the Commandery-in-Chief, and the
Commandery-in-Chief officials, because of this, are constantly hampered in conduct
ing the business of the Order, and we would bring this subject to your intelligent
consideration, confidently hoping that your influence in your several Divisions may
bring about immediate and prompt improvement in the general oonduct of the
financial reports and affairs of the Order. We found the books of record, files, and
other very important papers and documents of this department, which, if once lost,
could never by any means be replaced, and whose destruction would prove an irrep
arable injury to the order, unprotected from fire and liable to loss from other causes;
and inasmuch as a sufficiently commodious vault was accessible in the Quartermaster
General's department, upon our recommendation the Commander-in-Chief ordered
the removal of certain blank forms therefrom, and the transfer of the records of the
Adjutant General's department thereto, so that from the middle of May last these
records have had as perfect protection as it is possible to provide.
In the Quartermaster General's department we found excellent service being given
the Order, and the numerous details within the control of this department were
being methodically looked after; but we found that no inventory of stock and sup
plies had been made by Past Quartermaster General Homan; that the present admin
istration accepted the supplies and stock on an estimated value simply; that there
was no stock-book or any method of keeping check upon the supplies made by the
Quartermaster General. We, therefore,
Recommend:
1. That the Encampment instruct the incoming administration to
prepare a proper book or books for keeping a correct account of the supplies of the
Commandery-in-Chief.
—9
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We found the accounts in excellent form, and well kept, except many items were
The financial state
entered as miscellaneous, which should have had separate entry.
on May 12 was:
Supplies

19,801
5.157
890
8,514

Tai

Charter fees

Miscellaneous

Total

«9.S93 68
Cred{U-

Supplies
Pontage anil express

Office expenses
Miscellaneous
U. S. Savings Bank,
Bank of Topeka

33
76
00
54

$7,981 59
1,00-2 33
156 34
6,568 93
2*011 04
1554 17
69 28

:

"

locked

op"
.

Total
We further found that all requisitions were promptly filled, except in some cases
requisitions for badges were not filled within fi to 12 days. In this connection we de
sire to call your special attention to the resolution passed by the Ninth Annual En
campment, which allows Major Davis to furnish badges and decorations to the
Commandery-in-Chief headquarters direct. The resolution did not embrace a clause
relative to delivery of the goods, and Major Davis refused to pay delivery, thus in
creasing the price fixed in the resolution. That no further trouble or uncertainty
may arise on this question, we most earnestly
Recommend:
2. That Major Davis be required to deliver these supplies to the
~
I
i
Quartermaster General freight or express charges prepaid.
We found a large stock of the "Proceedings" of previous National Encampments,
which has actually become rubbish in the department, and we therefore
Recommend:
8. That the incoming administration
be instructed to destroy, at
time of the transfer of supplies, all old "Proceedings" except such as may be neces
sary to preserve complete files for new Camps.
Inasmuch as the annual transfer of this department necessitates a long-continued,
stoppage of the routine business of the Order, thereby delaying the business of the
Commandery-in-Chief, your committee deem it of vital interest to the Order, and
Recommend:
i. That permanent headquarters for the Quartermaster General's
department be established, and the Quartermaster General be made directly account
able to the Commandery-in Chief, indemnifying the Order against loss by a bond of
$10,000, and that there shall be upon said bond two sureties, each of whom shall
qualify in a sum not less than twice the sum fixed in the bond: and that the Quar
termaster General be elected by the Commandery-in-Chief, and his annual salary
fixed at $1,500.
In this connection we desire to call your attention to the fact that the fidelitybond given by General Webb does not secure the Order against loss financially, un
less that loss comes through larceny or embezzlement.
Instances of a bank's look
ing its doors upon the Order's money, as happened this year, may again occur, and
the Order has no protection except in the honor of the Commander-in-Chief, and the
usual appeal to the courts.
We regard the present system of inspection of Commandery-in-Chief
headquar
ters as faulty, and
Recommend:
5. That the inspection be made by a committee of three, headed by
the Inspector General, who shall detail the remaining two members.
In conclusion, we have to report that General Webb and his Adjutant and Quar
termaster Generals extended to your committee every possible courtesy, and did all
within their power to facilitate the inspection, and render it thorough and complete.
E. J. San Souoi,
Respectfully submitted, in P., C, and L.,
R. LoEBENSTEIN,

Mabvin E.

Hall.

Committee.

The Commandek-in-Chief: The regular order having been suspended for the
purpose of hearing this report, the next business in order is the report of the Com
mittee on Revision of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
iNsrECTOB Geneeal Hall: I think the report of the Committee on Military
Rank is next in order, under the motion passed this morning.
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The Commandeb-in-Chief:

Is that committee ready to report?
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: The next committee to report would be the
Committee on Ritual, if the Committee on Military Rank is not ready.
The Commandee-in-Chief: We will hear the report of the Committee on Ritual.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, in the absence of the chairman
of the Committee on Ritual, as secretary of that committee, I am ready to report.
The Commander-in-Chief called the Major General to the chair.
E. W. Keackowizeb, of Wisconsin: General, inasmuch as the Committee on Con
stitution, Rales and Regulations and the. Committee on Military Rank have not yet
reported, it may be proper to say, in brief, that our first concern was to jointly find a
basis of agreement on all vital questions, and to subordinate our individual ideas and
preferences on minor questions of detail, in order that we might have a joint work to
present here, that might receive a united support all around, inasmuch as the three
committees were made up of men representing, I might say, all the different views
and even prejudices in the Order at large. It was with great painstaking and, I
think, fraternal subordination of feeling that that was first done; so this report will
be found to dovetail into the other reports, and if there be anything in it not un
derstood, it is our business to make it clear as possible. I will say at the outset,
that the main explanation of course and reasons will be found in the report of the
Committee on Military Rank. With that preface, I proceed to present the report
to the Encampment.

REPORT
Gen. Leland

J.

OF THE COMMITTEE ON RITUAL.

Webb, Commander-in-Chief, and Brothers:

Your special committee appointed and instructed by

the Ninth Annual Encamp
ment, in accordance with the recommendation of Commander Griffin (Journal, p. 19)
and the terms of a resolution submitted by the Committee on Officers' Reports
(Journal, p. 137), begs leave to report as follows:
1. A three days' session at Detroit devoted to a critical analysis of the objects to
be gained and the objections in the way of some dozen plans and suggestions, in the
light of experience, as well as constitutional limitations, convinced your committee
that only a complete reorganization of our fundamental and organic laws would
make such radical changes of ritualistic word and work possible as seemed generally
to be demanded.
2. Accordingly the outlines of a plan were carefully prepared, in the light of our
discoveries and within the limitations of our instructions, and thus it was believed
that the work of two ranks (Civic and Military) and three degrees (based on our
declaration of principles) might be so coordinated and interlinked as to harmonize
the separate and joint labors of your three special committees on Constitution,
Rules and Regulations, Ritual, and Military Rank.
A copy of this plan of the reor
ganization is hereunto annexed, marked "Exhibit A."
3. There had also been issued through headquarters, under date of August 1st, a
circular letter of inquiry in behalf of these committees, by which all members and
representatives of the Commandery-in-Chief, as well as other prominent members of
the Order, were urgently invited to contribute their share to the satisfactory com
pletion of the work, by entering their opinions and suggestions on the vital points
involved upon a carefully-prepared question blank. In response a dozen partially
filled blanks were received, and about an equal number of explanatory letters and
documents, differing widely as to the substance as well as method of revision. Cop
ies of this circular and blank are hereunto annexed, marked "Exhibit B."
4. Dpon jointly convening at Minneapolis, on the 20th inst., as ordered by the
Commander-in-Chief, the three special committees decided fir6t of all to reach a
common basis of action, as otherwise their several reports must clash and lead to
useless contention and patchwork legislation.
Several joint conferences proved
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that it was the unanimous opinion of the brothers composing the committees on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and Military Rank —
First. That no ritual work should be prepared for the Military Rank in conjunc
tion with the other, as it was thought necessary to plan for it an entirely independent
organization, which would not require a separate ritual, either.
Second. That the Order at large should remain semi-military instead of being
made strictly civil: and
Third. That the organization of more than one degree was both unnecessary and
undesirable.
Thus our plan, as well as the ritual and ceremonial which had meanwhile been
outlined by Brothers Newton and Krackowizer, was reluctantly but promptly laid
aside and the work begun anew.
5. Under these circumstances, and at this late stage of the proceedings, it was,
however, entirely out of the question to attempt to draw up anything like a com
prehensive ceremonial, and prepare a finished literary setting for the same, at once
simple, compact, and clear in diction, and yet attractive, elevating and instructive
in substance.
Your committee has, therefore, thought it wise to prepare the follow
ing preliminary outline for your approval, and hereby moves the adoption of the
resolution thereunto annexed to give the same force and effect.
PBOPOSED

CHANGES AND

ADDITIONS

FOB BITUAL.

A. General Instructions: Unchanged, excepting verbal alterations, conforming
same to revised Constitution, Rules and Regulations, which, of course, will have to be
• •
done all through.
B. Opening Ceremony:
Condensed,
with substitution of several Post system
phrases, and its prayer. "Savior," stricken out.
C. Order of Business: Slightly changed and condensed.
D. Closing Ceremonies: Condensed, with substitution for hymn of doxology,
thus amended:
"Praise God from whom all blessing* flow:
Praise Ulm all creatures here below;
Praise Ulm above upon yon shore,
Our fathers who have Kone before."

(t.

Closing prayer is stricken out.
E. Obligation of G. A. R. Comrades: Unchanged.
F. Muster-in Ceremonies: Slightly condensed.
Instruction of recruit (and snob,
brothers as may wish or need it) in secret work shall be given in ante-room (after
the same has been duly outlined before Camp), whereupon he must work his way
into the Camp in due form.
G. Organization Ceremonies: Unchanged.
H. Installation Ceremonies: Much condensed.
I. Burial Service: That of Post system, slightly amended.
J. Memorial Service: That of Past Col. H. H. Hammer, amended.
K. Division and Commandery-in-Chief : Opening, closing, and installation serv
ices, new and brief, but impressive.
L. Patriotic Ritual: It is proposed further to prepare the ceremonial and the
ritual for three instructive services, to be held monthly in rotation
e., each once
in every quarter), under the direction of the Chaplain, illustrating by word and deed
the

—

)

)

.

M. Formative —Revolution . . .
N. Constructive — Constitution, [-epochs
0. Preservative — Rebellion....
of our country's history, with appropriate quotations, tableaux, and lantern pictures,
combining instructive entertainment with patrioctic edification of the best sort.

All of which

is

1,

A

Wherefore, Resolved, That the Committee on Revision of Ritual be, and It hereby Is. instructed
to prepnre a new edition of the ritual, conforming to the above fifteen propositions,
marked consecu
tively
to O, for early distribution, in proof-slips, to be submitted to the criticism of practical trial
during the comhitr year. AH suggested amendments and substitutions to bo reported to headquarters
1892, so that a final report may be rendered in perfected form at the next National
on or before May
Encampment.

respectfully submitted.

E. H. Mii,ham,
E. W. Kkackowizeb,
J. W. Newton,
Special

Committee.
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A.

OUTLINE OP TLAN SUGGESTED FOB THE BEOBGANIZATION OF THE OBDEB AND BEVI8ION
OF CONSTITUTION, BULES AND BEGULATIONB AND BITUAL OF THE 8. OF V., V. 8. A.,
BT E- W. KBACKOWIZEB, ACTING JOINT SEOBETABT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEES ON
CONSTITUTION. BULES AND BEGULATIONS, BITUAL, AND MILITABY BANK.
[ Submitted

for and with approval of Committee

on Revision of Ritual.]

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES.
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

Secbet. NON-sectarian or political militaby order to be known, as heretofore, aB
the —
8ons of Vetebans, U. S. A., composed only of —
Dibkct male descendants [ 19 years of age, or over, and not oonvicted of any
"infamous" crime] of veterans eligible to G. A. R. and Loyal Legion, joined
for nurture of —
Fbatebnity, Patbiotism, and Loyalty, in- A school of statesmen and soldiebs, true to the traditions and glorifying deeds
of their fathers.

NEED, SCOPE, AND METHOD.

L Of

200,000 veterans' sons mustered during the 10 years' existence of our Order,
our apparent membership is 100,000, of whom but 60,000 are to-day in good stand
ing, and in most Divisions the net gain of membership, despite constant formation
of new Camps and the large number of brothers mustered, is discouragingly light.
Despite the heartiest, and in most Divisions active, good-will of the O. A. R., it has
proven to be an almost hopeless task to attract and hold eligibles of matubeb age,
social, commebcial and pbofessional standing, even in the most favorable com
munities, and no less discouraging to attempt an effective parliamentary tbaining
A thorough con
and military discipline of youngeb and less expebienckd men.
stitutional and ritualistic reorganization has, therefore, for sometime seemed our
only means of salvation, and is now universally demanded by rank and tile, old and
new.
II. Accordingly, it has by common advice and consent been decided to provide
for (1) a clearly-defined separation and yet harmonious coordination of the militaby
and ctvil features of our Order ( giving the former, however, slightly the preference
and precedence) by the organization of the two as distinct banks, and (2) thbeefold deobee work, carefully adjusted to the fundamental purposes of the Order as
originally conceived, so as to attract and hold in largest numbers the best class of
eligibles, by providing suitably interesting instruction, elevating ceremonials and
honorable promotion, yet (3) with the least feasible disturbance or alteration of our
present laws, customs, honors, insignia, etc., the Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions, however, to be cleared of redundancies and made logically as well as verbally
consistent in all its parts and as a whole by thorough organization.
JLL1. Hence, the ritual must, in wobd and wobk, apply to both banks in con
junction, whether provided for Camps. Divisions, or the Commnndery-in-Chief,
and it should, as far as possible, make the degree work and honors, and official pro
motion, too. coincident with these bodies, at the same time illustrating and exem
plifying our watchword by appropriate and instructive events, facts and quotations
drawn from our national hibtoby, biogbaphy, and constitution.

]°

Camp with

Pbatkbnitt]
A

2° Patbiotism)
Loyalty..

.

|

j

Brotherhood

cZncafcuS^
cxtltiwiting

Division Commandery
A Companionship enjoying

National Cotnmaridery

\

Sch°o1 for Pr°motion-

Friendship and Charity.

J with Annual Encampments.
National Indej>endence.

with Annnal Encampments.

£
A Comradeship preserrinu a United

Note.— All "Hide" degree business strictly Interdicted;
religion or politics about Clvtl Rank*.

Democracy.

no fuss or feathers

about Military,

nor
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FIRST

DEGREE.

Grip, password, anil countersign, us at present.
Insignia— Red ribbon in left lapel, with gold-bronze
Rank and Civil Hank, respectively.

and

oxldized-sllver button-;

for Military

Eligible Recruits, 19 years of age or over, having been duly passed upon, and all
fees, dues and cust of uniform having been deposited in advance, may be mustered in
by assuming the obligations of Fraternity, under pledge of a solemn oath of allegi
ance to the Government of the United States, and in support of its Constitution.
After
one month's period of probation and observation, the Brother must choose between
and duly obligate himself to either (1) a course of training in manual of arms and
military tactics (Upton), for Military Rank, under instruction of Captain and Lieu
tenant in the Company; or, (2) a course of schooling in United States history and
parliamentary practice (Gushing), for Civil Rank, under instruction of Chaplain
and Historian in the Council.
Camps shall hold at least two regular ritualistic and btisiness meetings monthly, to
be followed by Company drill and Council session; but these exercises may alternate
weekly or fortnightly, ns size of hall and membership of Ranks and Camp may ren

der most feasible.
All Comrades and Companions in good standing, as well as all Brothers after one
month's probation, shall have a voice and vote in the business of their Camp, and.
mnlt for rank, in that of their Company or Council, except that no Brother shall cast
an elective ballot until after six months' faithful attendance on Company drill or
Council session.
The four chief elective officers of a Camp are:
„

•

senior
.

r
Junior

...

\ Commander.
,
„
\ ...
( V ice-Commander.
Commander
\
•
,
,,
...
/ V ice-Commander.

/■ ...
with
\
/
...
\

with

....

,

,

military' rank of

...
civil

SECOND

.

,

rank of

t Captain
.
.
■;. ,'T .
{ 1st Lieutenant
i Chaplain
.
/ Historian

/- ■ r.
in Company.
\
/ .
..

i in

)

'
„
Council.

DEGREE.

Grip, password, and countersign, special.
Insignia — Red and white ribbon In left lapel, with rank button as In first and third degrees.
Brothers in good standing 20 years of age or over, having duly passed muster in
the final inspection or examination prescribed for their rank, may qualify for promo
tion to second degree by depositing the required fee and assuming the obligations of
Patriotism.
Thus constituted Companions and members of their Division Commandery, they become eligible, rank for rank, as Camp officers and as Division Delegates

(or Alternates).
Division Commanderies shall convene annually in June to transact jurisdictional
business in a regular Division Encampment, and at same time and place the Military
Rank of the Division shall be assembled for field practice, camp organization, battal
ion and competitive drill, etc.
All Comrades and Companions in good standing shall be admitted to Department
Encampment sessions as members of second degree; but only Past and Silling,
National. Division and Camp Senior and Junior Commanders, and Division Delegates
(or Alternates) elect shall have voice and vote and be eligible, rank for rank, as Di
vision officers, and as National Delegates (or Alternates). The four chief elective offi
cers of a Division Commandery are:
, ( Colonel
.
„
.
.
...
■> ,
\ Division Com.. )
, /; m Military
Senior
-I
....
.
„
.
,
[ with rank of \ T .
* Rank.
,
I Vice-Div. Com . \
(Lieutenant Colonels
,
, \ Division Chaplain.. I ■ r, ., D
,
Division Com..
...
T
I
-\ ...
, .
Junior
„. _
l.
.- in Civil Hank.
;- with rank of ] . .
/ Vice-Div. Com. S
( Judge Advocate . . . \
fSee diagram,

THIRD

DEGREE.

p. ISO.)

Grip, password, and countersign, special.
Insignia — Red, white and blue ribbon In left lapel, with rank button as in first anil second degrees.
Companions in good standing. 21 years of age or over, having been duly elected
Senior or Junior Division Commander or National Delegate (or Alternate), may qualify
for third degree by depositing the required fee and assuming obligations of Loyalty.
Thus constituted Comrades and members of the Xational Commandery, they become
eligible, rank for rank, as National officers, and to Junior or Associate membership
in the G. A. R.. at the good pleasure, in due time, if ever, of that Order.
The National Commandery shall convene annually, in September, to initiate new
members and transact jurisdictional business, as the sole source of constitutional and
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ritual legislation and final court of appeals of the Order, in a regular National En
and, at the same time and place, the Military Rank, as a whole, shall be
campment;
assembled for field practice, camp organization, battalion and competitive drill, etc.
All Comrades in good standing shall be admitted to National Encampment ses
sions as members of third degree; but only Past and Sitting, National and Division,
Senior and Junior Commanders, and National Delegates (or Alternates') elect, shall
have voice and vote, and be eligible, rank for rank, as National Officers.
The four
chief elective officers of the National Commandery are:
„
Senior
^

\

Com.-in-Chief
.
...
.
ice-Com.-in-Chief.
Com.-in-Chief
,,. „
.
™ . ,
v ice-Com.-in-Chief,

I V

t
Junior
i\

I

_
_

/
.\

,
...
,
with rank of

...
/
!■with
S

,

,

rank of

\ General
.
. „
■;, .
/ Lieut. General..

,r

..

.

\

\ Chaplain-in-Chief
. ,
1 T
I Judge-Adv. Gen.. . )

n

,->

,

/
.-in MilitaryJ Rank.

„

.

in Civil Hank.

READJUSTMENT OF PRESENT MEMBERSHIP.

(See diagram, p. 1S6. 1

All members in good standing, having made choice of rank, and mastered pre
ceding ritual and secret work, shall be promoted and duly honored as follows, with
out prejudice of age or prepayment of fees:
3° As Comrades — All members, delegates (or sitting alternates) of the first 10 An
nual Encampments, Commandery-in-Chief, as per the official records printed.
2° As Companions — All members, delegates (or sitting alternates) of the first 10 Di
vision Encampments, as per the official records at Division headquarters.
1° As Brothers — Ml other brothers.

DIAGRAM OF CAMP-ROOM,
KM)

ROSTER OF OFFICERS.
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ll'istorian.■i
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Com.

-r St. of color*.

• Color Herat.
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Ch. -in -Chief.

£
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<

lM«r.
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z

O
<
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T
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■
>
•
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B.

Milwaukee, Wis.. August 1, 1891.
_
Dear Sir and Brother: It is hoped that legislation by the Tenth Annual Encamp
ment of the Commandery-in-Chief may so recast and perfect our Constitution, Rules
and Regulations, and Ritual, aa to do away with all need of further amendment for
If, profiting by experience, we shall be able (1) to eliminate
a long time to come.
every cause, however misinterpreted, for that very natural and proper contempt in
which the good sense of the common people hold all symptoms of boyish " sojering,"
without any loss of true military spirit and efficiency; (2) to perfect a system of degree
work and a ritualistic manual at once appropriately impressive and patriotically in
structive, without aping in ceremony or phraseology any other secret organization; and
^3) to compass such permanent adjustment of our fraternal relations as "SonB" to
the '•Comradeship" of our fathers in the Grand Army of the Republic, as will fairly
and fully constitute us their heirs apparent for the conservation of loyalty in fra
ternal compact, and their heirs at law for the transmission of archives and other
property from Post to Camp, without losing our own individuality as an independent
organization, then we shall thus have achieved a result such as cannot fail to assure
our Order at least a rapidity and grandeur of development commensurate with our
lofty aims and precious heritage.
Special committees on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, Ritual, and Military
Rank, consisting of three members each, were deputed by the St. Joseph Encamp
ment jointly to plan and severally to mature such reorganization and revision. These
committees have been ordered to convene at Minneapolis on the 19th inst. to pre
pare and perfect their reports in time for the Encampment.
Will you kindly contribute your share to the satisfactory completion of their
work by answering promptly, fully and tersely the following inquiries upon the en
closed blank, and mail same not later than the 17th inst., to the undersigned, at the
West Hotel, Minneapolis.
Sincerely yours, in F., C, and L.,
E. W. Kbackowizek, Acting Secretary.
Approved:
E. W. Hatch, Chairman of Committee on Constitution, Rules unit Regulations.
E. H. Milham, Clxairman of Committee on Ritual.
G. B. Staddkn, Chairman of Committee on Military Rank.
BITUAI,.

I.

[Make all references by page, paragraph and line to Puterson edition. |
How can military and civil ranks be coordinated in1. — Degrees?
2. — Honors?

3. —

Ceremonies ?
Suggest for a scheme of three successive degrees
1. — Names?
2. — Qualifications?
,
3. — Work ?
4. — Honors ?
III. How may 3° qualify for associate membership in G. A. R. ?
IV. Shall degrees coincide with Camps. Divisions, and C.-in-C?
V. If so. shall membership as such imply voice and vote?
Remarks (append sketch of ceremonies and drafts of rituals on separate sheets).

II.

CONSTITUTION, BUI.ES AND
[ Make all references

SEOUL ATIONH.

by page, section anil line to St. Joseph edition.

I. What redundancies should be eliminated?
II. What omissions should be supplied?
III. What incongruities should be harmonized?
IV. What radical changes do you think desirable in 1. — Principles?
2. - Objects?
3. — Eligibility — a. Age of candidate?
6. Service of father?
4. — Uniforms?
5. — Insignia ?
6. — Dues

-

•

and fees?
V. How can military and civil ranks be coordinated in —
1. — Mem bershi p ?
2. — Officers?
-Representation.

|
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On behalf of the committee. I now move the adoption of the resolution.
•
G. W. Whyte, of Illinois: I second the motion.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weekh: General, I would like to add to that resolu
tion that the present Committee on Ritual be continued until the proof-slips of the
ritual are issued.
I think the resolution did not quite cover that point.
G. W. Whyte, of Illinois: I consent to that.
The Pkebidinq Offices: Does the mover consent? There is no objection. We
will consider that the amendment is accepted.
Col. M. P. O'Brien, of Nebraska: General, does the amendment contemplate
that this committee is to perform the work outlined by that resolution?
E. W. Kbagkowizeb, of Wisconsin: General, that resolution may not be fully un
derstood. 1 am in favor of expediting business, and if this can be adopted now
inside of five minutes, I am agreed; but experience shows that when such rapid ac
tion is taken there will be after-thoughts which it would be well to have incorporated.
The idea is to have the old rituals of both systems, and mark these changes in them,
as here itemized.
It will be a matter, perhaps, of from four to eight weeks, which
of course allows lee-way of a month. Being a newspaper man, I think that that lee
way must be granted, knowing how hard it is to get along with printers, and know
ing that the matter of elaboration of copy is not always a very easy thing. Under
this resolution, the committee is ordered to issue, through headquarters, to all the
Camps, within a reasonable period — I should say, at the outside, within two months,
month -proof-slips of the new ritual, which proof-slips are to be
It
Of course the printing will cost money.
is our intention to have it issued in proof-slips, and, if possible, by such a firm as
may be willing to keep the matter standing in forms until corrections can be handed
in. so that when it comes to be printed finally the cost will be economized. At the
same time I did not contemplate that the committee should be continued after the
issuance of those proof-slips.
I am free to confess this: that if the committee is to
take hold again next May, as seems to be the intention under the amendment, it
possibly within

a

sent to Camps, that they may be tried.

to call the committee together from different parts of the country.
The laborer is worthy of his hire, at least of his hotel expenses, and I for my part
should not be willing to serve on the committee unless those necessary expenses for
May next were guaranteed: although it is not for me to say I should be a member
of, the committee.
Judge- Advocate General Weeks: I would like a little information.
I should
like to nsk Brother Krackowi/.er whether it is believed to be possible to find any
printer who will set up that amount of matter, and allow it to stand for a year, with
out being paid a good round sum for so doing?
The Pkesidinq Offices: I presume the only way to accomplish that would be
may be necessary

to have it stereotyped.

Judge-Advocate
any amendments

Genebal

Weeks:

Then it will all have to be cut to pieces, if

are made.

E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: The matter need not stand; the matrix may.
That may stand and be cut with scissors at any time hereafter when there are changes
to be made, and there will be no trouble about that at all.
The presiding officer put the question on the adoption of the resolution as
amended, and it was agreed to.
E. W. Kbackowizeb. of Wisconsin: General, there is one other thing that I want

although the resolution has been adopted. I 'wonder whether it is fully
If there are those
understood that the idea of three degrees is absolutely squelched.
that have that thing at heart, and have not fully understood it. they have allowed
the time to go by and will need to have it reconsidered. I do not want to precipi
tate a discussion.
to suggest,
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He does

not answer.

Inspectob Genebal Hall: Inasmuch as there seems to be a dearth of business
in the Commandery, I move that the roll be called and those who are accredited dele
gates be given the official delegates' badge of the Encampment.
G. W. White, of Illinois: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to, and the Adjutant General called the roll and distributed
t he delegates*

badges.

The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.
Inspectob Genebal Hall: Commander-in-Chief,

I have the honor and pleasure
of presenting to you the Department Commander of the Department of Minnesota,
G. A. R., Comrade Parker, who is now the guest of this Encampment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Comrade Parker, we are glad to have you with us. We
trust you will remain with us during our session.
These sons of your comrades will
be glad to hear from you.
Combade Pabkeb: Commander-in-Chief , and boys -our boys — I do not propose
to take up any of your time this morning, as I am booked for a little speech before
you at the "camp tire'" to-morrow night, and I am afraid if I talked to you this
morning. I might be compelled to repeat something to-morrow night. I did not
come in here this morning for the purpose of addressing you.
I came in simply
for the purpose of making a friendly call on you, and to demonstrate to you that the
Grand Army of the Republic of the Department of Minnesota, is behind you in all
your efforts in the grand work in which you are engaged.
| Applause.]
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I desire at this time to announce the appointment of
The other
committees. The Committee on Credentials was announced yesterday.
committees are as follows:
Committee on Reports of Officers. -Past Commander-in-Chief G. B. Abbott, Illinois;
Past Commander-in-Chief Charles F. Griffin, Indiana; Col. Geo. Van Houten, Iowa;
Past Col. H. 0. Bixby, Vermont; Past Col. W. E. Bundy, Ohio.
Rules and Regulations. — Past Col. E. W. Hatch. New
Committee on Constitution,
York: Gen. J. B. Maccabe, Massachusetts; Gen. 0. B. Brown, Ohio.
E. W.
Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies. -Gen. E. H. Milham, Minnesota;
Krackowizer, Wisconsin; Col. John H. Newton, Indiana.
Committee on Resolutions. — Col. E. W. Young. Washington;
Col. Geo. W. Wing.
Wisconsin: Col. F. P. Corrick, Nebraska; Past Col. T. A. Barton, Rhode Island; Col.
H. M. Rebele, Pennsylvania.
Committee on Distribution of Work. — Past Col. H. W. Wessells, Connecticut; Col.
C. D.Jones. Kansas; Past Col. John C. Blake, Maine: Col. John R. Neeley, Mary
land: Past Col. E. G. Worden, Montana.
Committee on Military Rank. — Past Col. G. B. Stadden. Illinois; Gen. E. H. Milham. Minnesota: Past Col. Harry S. Fuller, Wisconsin.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Committee on Military Rank I suppose will re
main the same. The chairmen of these committees will get the work that has been
In connection with the re
referred to them, and proceed at once with their duties.
port of the Commander-in-Chief was presented the report of the Committee upon
Consolidation, or amalgamation.
General Pollitt was chairman of that committee.
There are some things in connection with that report which he desires to call up.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, there is one matter which de
It is one of the recommendations in the
serves the attention of this Encampment.
report of the Committee on Consolidation, and the only one except that in reference
to the past rank of George T. Brown. It is as follows:
Penn., was mustered as Camp No. 281,
This Camp was organized as a Cadet
Corps, February 21, 1879; their records are complete to date. At their request our
committee recommends that they be allowed to retain their old name and number.
"Gettysburg

Post No. .3, Philadelphia,

Division of Pennsylvania, December

26, 18i)0.
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be known as Gettysburg Camp No. 3.
Pennsylvania Division has duplicate
numbers, and this request of Camp 281 could be granted without harm to anyone."
and

I

would state. Commander, that there is
but not named "Gettysburg."
This
point during the negotiations concerning
to have their old name and number, and

already a Gettysburg Camp, and a Camp
organization was strenuous upon that
consolidation.
They desired very much
the committee went as far as they oould.
It seems to the
honestly, and promised to endeavor to get that privilege for them.
committee it would be no harm to the Pennsylvania Division to grant this request.
Col. J. P. Shebidan, of Wisconsin: Commander, I would like to ask if that would
produce a disagreement in that Camp?
Genebal Pollitt, of New Jersey: I would state that the committee could make
no further agreement than that they would endeavor to get that privilege for them.
It was something that was out of the power of the committee to grant, under the
terms of the resolution and the subsequent instructions received from Commanderin-Chief Webb, but we went as far as we could decently in the matter, and it re
quired a great deal of talking to get this Camp (or Post, rather) to agree to come
over; it was the last one in the Post system in Pennsylvania, and wiped out the last
vestige of opposition to our Order in that State. Past Colonel McNulty, of Phila
delphia, mustered them in, and wrote me giving in detail the trouble he had getting
No.

8

them over.

Col. J. P. Shebidan, of Wisconsin: I move that 1he recommendation of the com
mittee be concurred in, and that Gettysburg Camp be allowed to retain their old
name and number, as requested.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Commander, I second the motion.
Jog. R.Swain, of New York: Commander, I have a request from n former Post
in New York, where it does not conflict, that they may be allowed to retain their old
number. Many of those Posts have property that has the number on it. Of course
they are using their new number now, but it is hard, and they ask that they be al
lowed to keep their old name and number, where it does not conflict with the name
or number of any other Camp. I believe there is one in the State where the name
and number does not conflict in that Division, and I would make that request.
E. W. Kbackowizeb. of Wisconsin: Commander, I rise to a point of order; and
that is, that all recommendations of officers and their reports shall be referred with
Therefore,
out debate for action by the committees before we act upon them here.
the motion is out of order.

The Commander-in-Chief:
It is a recommendation in the report of the Commit
This is not a report of one of the officers.
This report was
submitted here with the report of the Commander-in-Chief, and with the report of
the Commander-in-Chief it might be said to go to the Committee on Officers' Re
ports. The chair is not clear as to the point of order.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Would not this go to the Committee on Con
stitution, Kules and Regulations?
The Commander-in-Chief: It will be referred wherever the Commandery-in-Chief
desires to refer it. I do not believe the point of order is well taken.
I believe the
Commundery-in-Chief has power to dispose of this question. All in favor of the
motion will say Aye. Those opposed, No. The ayes have it, the motion prevails,
and it is so ordered.
Joseph R. Swain, of New York: Commander, I would make a motion that, in the
Division of New York, the Camps of the former Post system be allowed to use the
tee on Consolidation.

name and number of their old

Post in the Post department, they having come into
It was very decidedly so understood by
member, and they feel that they should be allowed to

the Camp system with that understanding.

the Post of which

I

was

a
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retain their number, because, as I stated, many of them own property and much
has their old number on it, and it has to be removed. In some cases that
means the destruction of the property.
Assistant Subgbon Genebal Wilcox: Commander, I second the motion.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I think the Camp referred to
by Brother Swain is the DeLancey Cole Post No. 78, of Peekskill, and they were given
Now, the name DeLancey Cole will not interfere with any other
the number 129.
Camp in the New York Division, but the number will; and I wrote to Lieutenant
Colonel Wyker, commanding the New York Division, and stated the request of
DeLancey Cole Camp to retain their old number, 78. He wrote back to me that
that number was already taken and appeared on the roster of the Division of New
York.
There is no other DeLancey Cole Camp except that at Peekskill, but there is
another Camp No. 78. In relation to property, I think what haB been said refers
more particularly to flags and drums and room ornaments. I do not think it refers
to' any real property.
It means personal property. Post No. 17 is one of the oldest
organizations in the Sous of Veterans. It is now Coulter's Camp No. 171. They
desired the old number. As Chief Mustering Officer, I informed the Commander of
the Division.
He said that it was impossible to grant their request.
He said there
was a Camp No. 17, that it was in good standing, a perfectly good Camp, and it was
impossible for him to allow anything like that. They were reasonable about the
matter, however, and said to me, ''If you cannot give us 17, can we have 117?" I
informed them there was already a Camp No. 117; but I asked, "What is the diffi
culty?" The difficulty, they said, was this: "Here is a flag that cost us $100; it is
lettered, 'Coulter's Post No. 17, Department of New York.' If we have to erase
those figures and put in others, it spoils the flag.
We have the altar, and drums,
and other articles of furniture, in the same condition."
The point was a very strong
one, and I said to them, " You cannot have 17 nor 117, but how would 171 suit you? "
They said. "That is all right; give us any combination of three figures in which we
can use that 17, without spoiling our property, and we will accept it." So I wrote
to Colonel Wyker and Colonel Addington, and we fixed matters up, and Coulter's
Post No. 17 is now Coulter's Camp No. 171, of the Division of New York. That is
Now, Camp Phil. Sheridan No. 115, Brooklyn, ( that is the
the way we fixed that.
home Camp of Commander-in-Chief
George T. Brown, who did as much as any
man to bring about this consolidation); they wanted to retain their old number, 64,
and I made the same request of Colonel Wyker, and received the same answer — that

of it

they had a Camp of that number, that it was a good Camp, and he didn't feel like
he could grant their request ; so they had to submit to No. 116, and they did it under

protest.

They would like to have their old number,

I

64.

Now, unless this motion is

reduced to writing and made very definite,
will not feel like voting for it at all,
because, as it stands now, it is very indefinite — almost as indefinite as the resolution

under which this committee was originally appointed [laughter], and that was cer
tainly indefinite enough to get the chairman of that committee in a good deal of hot
water. We have hardly yet got over the scalding.
Col. C. E. Holmes, of New York: Commander, I would state that a number of
these Posts which have come in are now using their new number.
I do not think
that the desire is entertained by all of those to have this change; but it is important
in Brother Swain's Camp that they have their old number, and their old number if
now given to them would not interfere with any other number in the Division, be
cause No. 78 is held by a Camp which is far in arrears, and will probably surrender
its charter. I will move to amend the motion of Brother Swain so as to make it
read that the Camp at Peekskill, No. 129. be granted the number 78.
Jos. R. Swain, of New York: Commander, I accept that amendment.
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Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey:
The Commandek-in-Chief: I want to
made definite and certain, because all of
are all numbered; and if they had been

That is all right; it is specific.
say that I am very glad that the motion is
these Camps have got charters and they
changed generally, as the original motion
contemplated, it would have caused a great deal of trouble at headquarters. Those
in favor of the motion will say Aye. Those opposed. No. The ayes have it. and
the motion is agreed to.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Commander, in regard to the resolution recom
mended in the report of the Committee on Kitual, I voted in the affirmative, but I
voted under a misapprehension, thinking that the report of that committee expressed
three degrees, and that this committee was to be continued to elaborate those de
I voted in the affirmative, and therefore have the right to make the motion
grees.
which I now do, to reconsider the vote by which that report was adopted. I think
there was a general misunderstanding.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: Commander, I second the motion.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I would like to inquire if there is any
special order of business for to-day: and I would also like to inquire if this is in
order, under the special order of business.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair thinks the motion is in order. All in favor
of the motion to reconsider will say Aye. Those opposed. No. The chair is in doubt.
All in favor of the motion to reconsider will please rise to their feet and stand until
Fifty-one having voted in the af
they are counted. Those opposed will now rise.
firmative and 37 in the negative, the motion prevails, and the vote by which the reso
lution recommended by the Committee on Ritual was adopted is reconsidered.
Col. Geo. Van Houten, of Iowa: Commander, it has been the doctrine of this
Order for several years that, in the revision of the ritual there ought to be different
degrees, and especially that those Camps that were uniformed and armed should
have a degree that would give them encouragement to keep up an organization of
that kind. With our present ritual, or the prospective one as outlined by the com
mittee, I do not think that would be the case.
Col. W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: Commander, with the permission of Colonel Van
I would like to hear the report of that commit
Houten
who still holds the door
tee before we attempt to discuss it.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, with the same privilege from
Colonel Van Houten, and the same proviso that he retain the floor, I would politely
suggest that, if brothers would attend here sharply at 9 o'clock, when the Encamp
ment commences, they would have a better knowledge of the proceedings, and would
not have to call for the re-reading of reports. I will say that that does not apply to
Colonel Bundy. but it does apply to those for whom he asks that this report be re
read.

Col. Geo. Van Houten, of Iowa: I wish to make this remark, which I think will
obviate the reading of the report. The report is lengthy; it will take a good deal
of time to read it, and would bring up a discussion that might last all day.
I be
lieve if a simple resolution be passed to refer this matter back to the committee, to
report three degrees instead of the plan proposed, that the committee is competent
to do the work.
I make the motion that the report be recommitted to the same
committee, with instructions that the committee report a ritual with three degrees.
Col. M. P. O'Buien, of Nebraska: Commander, I second Brother Van Houten*s
motion.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I beg, on behalf of the Commandery, to say this: that there are at least a third of the members present of the
class referred to very properly by the Judge-Advocate General who have not heard
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of the report. I appreciate the fact that the report is a long one. I
don't know whether it is possible for my long-winded self to condense what there is
there into a few words or not, bat I will attempt it, if it is desired.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order. I ask for a
ruling of the chair as to whether a motion to refer is debatable.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If the point of order is raised, the chair will hold that
a motion to refer is not debatable.
E. W. Kbackowizee, of Wisconsin: Commander, I think it will expedite matters,
inasmuch as there is no —

the reading

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

Does the brother appeal from the deoision ot the

chair?

.

•

of Wisconsin: I do appeal from the deoision of the chair.
Gen. C. A.' Bookwalteb, of Indiana: I second the appeal.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair does not desire to say anything in support
of its position.
The Major General will pnt the question on the appeal before the
Commandery -in-Chief.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: I will waive all rights, and rise to a question
of personal privilege, and trust I may not be interrupted.
The Majob Genebal: Does the brother withdraw his appeal!1
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Only on condition that I am given the floor
on a question of privilege.
The Majob Genebal: The appeal is not withdrawn; the question is, Shall the de
cision of the chair stand as the decision of this Encampment ? Those in favor of
sustaining the decision of the chair will signify the same by saying Aye; those op
The ayes have it, and the decision of the chair stands as the decision of
posed. No.

E.

W. Kbackowizeb,

the Commandery.

E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I now rise to a question of per
I appreciate how a man may make himself obnoxious, with the
sonal privilege.
best intentions in the world.
I warned this body twice that they were voting upon
this question without having understood the report of the committee. I did so in
good faith. I urged more than I should have done that very question of three de
grees

-

Commander, I rise to a point of order; and
that is. that the question before this Encampment is the reference of this report,
which is not debatable, and the brother is making an argument in place of a per
sonal explanation.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, I desire to offer an amendment
to the resolution, striking therefrom all instructions to that committee. I think
that in some way this Encampment desires to discuss the question as to whether we
desire three degrees, and not allow it to go through on a motion to refer, which can
not be debated, and tie the hands of that committee so that they are powerless.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I second that amendment.
Col. W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: Commander, I desire to ask if the whole matter has
not been referred to the committee.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It has not been. The chair does not think there is
any disposition here to ignore this committee at all; but the chair does believe, with
all due deference to the Judge-Advocate General, that a motion to refer a report
back to a committee is not subject to the amendment which he offers, if the chair
understood him correctly.
Judoe-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, as I understood the motion, it
was to refer the report back to the committee with instructions to report in a cer
tain way
three degrees.
Now, my amendment is to strike out thoRe instructions, and

Col. Geobge Van Hotjten, of Iowa:

»
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refer the report buck to the committee. Then. I want to make a motion, and I will
make a motion upon this floor, after that is carried, instructing that committee; but
I want that motion to come before the C'ommandery-in-Chief in such a shape that it
can be debated.
That is all I want.
Bno. Z. T. Bubton. of Montana: I second the amendment.
The amendment was agreed to.
The question is now upon the motion to refer the
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
All in favor of that motion, will
report back to the committee, without instructions.
Those opposed. No. The ayes have it, the motion prevails, and it is so
say Aye.
ordered.
Judge- Advocatk Genebal, Weeks: Now, Commander, I desire to move that the
Committee on Ritual be instructed to present a ritual providing for three degrees.
I will say that this motion does not express my own personal feeling, but I desire to
keep faith with this Encampment.
Coi,. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Commander, I second the motion.
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, as I said, the first thing that was
attempted when these three committees met, was to harmonize — to meet upon com
mon ground. It was arranged that the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regu
lations should first report, and that their report should be out of the way before that
of the Committee on Military Rank, or our own, should come up for consideration.
If there is as much question with regard to their report as there is to this little one,
we will not get through here in two weeks.
However. I introduced the report, which
was committed to writing in order to make it succinct and itemized, with this state
ment, and the further statement that this committee had subordinated its own con
victions and its hard work in elaborating three degrees; but they still have the
work of Brother Newton in drafting the ritual in conformity with three degrees, be
cause it was found, upon discussing dispassionately matters concerning the Order
at large with the other two committees, that it was not simply a question of degrees,
nor simply a question of ranks, nor was it simply a question of this, that or the
other brother's ideas, but a harmonious whole that we were after, and that we would
get into a deep hole if we did not accomplish it. Now, then, that was made clear.
All our work was set at naught, and was set at naught on our part for the good of
the Order, with our eyes wide open and our ears considerably closed.
This Encamp
ment approved of this report, distinctly and emphatically setting down on the
Now, at this late stage of the game, after having been told that
three-degree idea.
the three committees were in harmony, and after having been told that we were in
conformity with the fundamental law —
J. D. Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, I rise to a point of order. The question is
on a motion to instruct this committee to prepare a ritual providing for three de
grees, and Brother Krackowizer is simply reciting the history of the labors of those
three committees.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The question is debatable, and I think the point of
order not well taken.
E.W. Kkackowizeb, of Wisconsin: If this question shall be again referred to us
we will then be constrained to wait until you have passed upon the report of the
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and after you have possibly re
ferred that back to them and told them to provide for three degrees, and after you
have listened to the report of the Committee on Military Rank and instructed them
to the same effect, then you might some time week after next instruct us just what
Now, I am speaking without
to do, so that it would seem to me perfectly clear.
reference to personal considerations in this matter, because our work was based
If you instruct us now to report three degrees
upon three decrees in t he first place.
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Ton will instruct us to do an impossibility, and if we should attempt to do it, the
first thing we would do would be to muss up the Encampment's legislation into an
almost inextricable tangle. I do not think there is anything more to say, except
that those who were not here with the committee, and do not know the reasons
on which the report of the committee is based, are hardly in condition to meet ns
with their opposition at this time.
Col. Geo. Van Houten, of Iowa: Commander, I think, after the statement of the
brother who has just surrendered the floor, that it would be courtesy to those other
committees to make the report of this committee the special order immediately after
hearing from those other committees. I think that is fair to this committee, and I
make a motion that the matter be postponed until we hear the reports of those other
committees.
W. J. Bienino, of Iowa: Commander. I second the motion.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, at the risk of doing what most
people do who talk too much, making myself very much disliked. I desire to oppose
this motion.
There is no use wasting time upon the question of one committee or
another committee, if we are undecided upon this question of three degrees.
With
out determining the question of one degree or three degrees, neither the Committee
un Constitution, nor the Committee on Military Rank, nor the Committee on Ritual
can present here a harmonious organization.
Let us settle it right here and now,
and let us settle it, not with our own personal desires instigating our action, but let
determine it for the good of the whole Order, for the good of the United States
for the good of the sons of those veterans who fought, and bled and died for the
Let us make it simple. Let us make it so that the most illiterate and most
t'nion.
unintelligent man, if his father was a soldier, can come into our Order and be
one of us.
Let them all come within our broad arms.
Let them all come within
our semi-military organization, or our civic organization, if you please, and if they
tare to go beyond, if they care to put on the plumes and feathers, furbelows and
frills, let them come into our military rank. We provide for a military rank which
•hall be subject to the great one Order, which shall be a part of us, which shall be
beyond ns in certain respects, but under us and within us all the time. Carry into
that military rank your superior education, if yon like, but keep in the great Order
of the Sons of Veterans every son who deserves to be in it.
Cor.. Geo. Van Hooten, of Iowa: Commander, I do not wish to prolong this
argument. I stated emphatically that it was in deference to the committee that I
wanted this matter referred. I believe the vast membership of the Order will not
be satisfied with less than three degrees;
but this committee has expressed itself
unalterably opposed to that. After hearing the reports of the other committees, if
we conclude this is not the proper committee to have charge of the matter, it will
be in the province of this Commandery-in-Chief
to refer it to a committee raised for
that especial purpose.
It may be the wisdom and judgment of this Commanderyin-Chief to do that, after hearing the reports of these other committees.
G. W. White, of Illinois: Commander, I desire to say that this subject of a
ritual has been before the Encampment more this morning than nny other subject,
and I think the Commandery-in-Chief
is now ready for a decision on the question.
I am not in favor of delaying the matter, whatever the decision may be.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander. I am against the motion.
I am in
favor of the remarks made by the Judge-Advocate General.
If we are to have this
committee present three degrees for our consideration, whether we use those three de
crees in our grand organization, as General Weeks says, or whet her we t ake one of t hem
and transfer it to the military bran-h, if we are to have one (and I hope wo are) —
if we are to ask that committee to do more work, let us give them a chance to get at
—10

I

146

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

it.

Let us not hold them up until all the reports are in. and then, on the last day, in
to again bring in a report. Let them go ahead and
formulate their report, if they desire to. Let us give them a chance to prepare it.
Then we have both to choose from. We can select one degree, or one ritual, for our
Sons of Veterans, or Camps, if we want to, or we may take all three and put them
into the Camp, or we may divide them up as in the wisdom of this Encampment
seems proper; but it seems to me if we are going to ask this committee for addi
tional ritualistic work of any kind or character, we ought to give them a chance now
to prepare it, without waiting for the report of the other committee. I am, there
fore, with the Judge-Advocate General.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The question is now upon the motion to postpone
until after the reports of the other committees are in. All in favor of the motion
will say Aye. Those opposed, No. The motion is lost. The question is now upon
the motion to instruct the committee to report three degrees.
All in favor of that
motion will say Aye —
the afternoon, send them out

E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I appreciate the risk I run of
wearying you, but the Commandery must consider that we have been at this work
many weeks — have been working hard and at considerable cost to the order. I also
want to say, in order that my motives may be fairly understood, that if I had chosen
I could have raised a point of order long ago, that this entire reconsideration was
out of order, because it was not passed by a two-thirds vote.
If I do not do that
now, you will bear with me, perhaps, if I suggest that a slight deference to the con
clusions and thoughtfulness of your committee is in order. Now then, I want to
say this —

G. W. White, of Illinois: Commander, I rise to a point of order. My point of
order is, that the Commander had risen and started to put the question, and debate
is not now in order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken. Brother Krackowizer is not in order.
E. W. Kbackowizeb: Then, Commander, I will spring my point of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair thinks it is too late to raise that question
of order. The question is now on the motion to instruct the committee to report
three degrees.

Bbo. F. A. Agnew, of Kansas: Commander, I would like to ask whether this com
mittee is willing to formulate three degrees.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The question is unnecessary, and out of order. This
committee is at all times willing to do its duty. All in favor of the motion will say
Those opposed, No. The motion appears to be lost. It is lost.
Now, this
Aye.
report has been recommitted to the committee, and there is nothing before the
Commandery-in-Chief so far as the Committee on Ritual is concerned at this time.
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I move we take up the regular order
of business -the report of the Committee on Military Rank; also, the report of the
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri:
Commander, I second the motion.
Judge-Advocate
General Weeks: Commander, for the sake of saving time in
the future, I now make the point of order that it is unnecessary to move to take up
,
the regular order of business.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair holds the point of order well taken. The
next business in order is the report of the Committee on Military Rank.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I wish to call attention to the
fact that it is within 20 minutes of the time for adjournment.
What is the use of
starting in with the report of the Committee on Military Rank and then, when we
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have to stop to take up the report of the Com
mittee on Revision of Constitution, Rules and Regulations, which is the special or
der for 2 o'clock?
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I move we take a recess until 2
o'clock this afternoon.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion is out of order. An adjournment can
not be taken at this time, except by suspending the regular order.
J. D. Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, I move the regular order of business be
suspended until 2 o'clock this afternoon, and that this Commandery-in-Chief now
have hardly begun its consideration,

takes a recess until that time.
E. A. Wei.i-8, of Illinois: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to, and the Commandery took

a recess

until

2

o'clock

p. m.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.
2 o'clock p. M.
of the Commander-in-Chief, the Commandery-in-Chief was called
to order by the Major General.
Col. C. E. Holmes, of New York: General, I move the calling of the roll be dis
pensed with.
W. E. Allstbom, of New Jersey: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Pbesiding Offices: The special order of business is the report of the Com
Is the chairman of that committee
mittee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.

In the

absence

present ?

The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, this morning a ruling was made by the
Commander-in-Chief to the effect that a motion to refer was not debatable. The
The Command
decision of the chair was sustained by the Commandery-in-Chief.
According to the
ery in-Chief and the Commander-in-Chief were both mistaken.
Constitution, Rules and Regulations, a motion to refer is debatable, and I have had
a conference with the secretary of the Committee upon Ritual, and he understands
the report of the Committee on Ritual was adopted; whereas, the Commander-inChief understands it was re-committed without instructions.
The secretary of the
committee bases his opinion upon the fact that it takes a two-thirds vote to re
consider; whereas, the Commander-in-Chief holds, while that is true, the point not
having been raised at the time the decision was made, the decision is as conclnsive
as though two-thirds had voted in the affirmative; therefore, the report is re-com
mitted without instructions.
I make this explanation at this time, acknowledging
my error, and say that hereafter, if that question comes up, the Commander-in-Chief
will rule the other way.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: Commander, I submit that there were two-thirds
voted in favor of the reconsideration.
There was 61 votes in favor of the reconsid
eration and 37 against it.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Fifty-one and 37 are 88; 51 is not two-thirds of 88.
General Tobias, though having served long in this Order as Past Grand Division
Commander, is evidently mistaken in his figures. The point which I desire to im
press upon the Commandery-in-Chief
is this: Having decided that the reconsidera
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tion did prevail, and no appeal having been taken, that decision is conclusive. That
is the position which the chair takes.
I wish to say to the secretary of the Commit
tee on Ritual, that the Commander-in-Chief acknowledges the error of his ruling with
reference to the motion to refer, which he held was not debatable. The chair ac
knowledges that was wrong, but adheres to his decision that the report of the Com
mittee on Ritual was recommitted; that, while it is necessary there should be a
two-thirds vote to reconsider, inasmuch as there was no appeal from the decision at
the time it was made, it is just as conclusive as though there had been a two-thirds
vote.

E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, you may or may not have stated
it —I have just come in
but is it a fact that the brother on the floor and yourself
very fully discussed these points during the dinner hour, especially with one point
clearly and conscientiously in view? What I say now is almost in the nature of a
The reason the committee did not urge the point of order
personal explanation.
First, because the motion to reconsider had been placed before the
was two-fold.
Commandery with its hearty sanction, in view of the fact that the committee felt
perfectly certain the resolution had been adopted without being understood, and
against the committee's own protest that it should be better understood; and second,
because there is no way oi understanding a thing unless it is discussed rationally.
When, therefore, without any discussion, but on the ex parte statement that we want
this, that or the other thing, which the committee had considered and had been at
pains to analyze, we were told to go ahead and do something else, the situation was
I submit that, it would be good parliamentary law at this time to call for
changed.
It is, of course, undesirable that it should be done; but
the reading of the minutes.
if the minutes were read, it would transpire that at a certain stage in these proceed
ings the Commander-in-Chief failed to do his duty by failing to state that a consti
tutional majority not having been cast in favor of a certain motion, the motion was
lost; it would show that later along the committee protested, and said that at the
proper time it would enter its protest and move an amendment of the minutes.
Now, what we are here for is to expedite business, and instead of appealing and in
sisting upon the Major General putting the appeal from the decision of the chair to
The result is, that upon a series of tech
the house, wordy as I am, I took my seat.
nical decisions, which in part are admitted to be wrong, and in fact were all wrong,
the committee has been left without instructions
just where it was before, and we
I simply desire to say now, that I waive my rights in this
have wasted a half day.
matter, and the committee will submit its report later.
Judoe-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, on behalf of the New York dele
gation, it becomes my pleasant duty to call the attention of this Encampment to the
harmony existing at the present time in our Division, as exemplified by this altar
which we have brought from New York for the use of this Encampment, and which
we expect to take back with us and treasure through a long and successful history in
This is one of the last relics of the old Post system.
the New York Division.
An
old army caisson, mounted upon blood-stained sabres, the eagle spreading its wings
above it, from one of the old cannon balls of the late war. It was presented at the
last New York Division Encampment by Brother Swain, who comes here to-day as a
delegate-at-large from New York. It has remained with the Post system through
all its vicissitudes, and you find it now sheltered under the one flag of the Sons of
Veterans.
The C'ommandeb-in-Chief: Whose name is more familiar in the annals and rec
ords of the Post system than Job E. Hedges?
Col. Job E. Hedges, of New York: General Webb, it gives me rare pleasure to
It is more than an ordinary
plead guilty to the fact that I am one of a united band.
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for me to make my initiatory bow in a united Encampment of the Sons of
Veterans. Merely reiterating the words uttered by Brother Weeks a few short weeks
ago, after a somewhat tempestuous history in the Division of New York, our differ
ences are harmonized, and at the encampment at Binghampton we re-pledged our
troth, and decided that from thence on we would not only work as a united band, but
would re-dedicate ourselves to the sentiments imposed upon us by the obligation in
our ritual. As we immolated ourselves upon that altar, it was done with the thought
that possibly by bringing the altar here and letting you gentlemen know our great
Division of New York is united and is now actuated only with a desire to work for
this great Order, it might influence us to conduct our deliberations here more closely
in the shadow of the great obligations which we have taken. I tell you, brothers, be
fore we close our deliberations here we must get down to solid, sober, earnest thought.
As we deliberate upon the different questions before us, whether it is the revision of
the ritual, or the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, or whether it is in the mere
exchange of fraternal greetings, we must cause our minds to constantly revert to the
great tenets of our faith in this Order. I tell you there is nothing to which a man
can appeal with greater satisfaction, as a citizen and a friend, than to the principles
for which we are united here to-day, and my only thought at this moment, in point
ing to that altar, is that there shall be but one idea; that what we build here we may
build deep and well; that we may live to complete the structure in every part suffi
cient for those that follow after us. No word of cheer that I can give, I am satisfied,
pleasure

will increase the earnestness already exhibited here. We simply present that altar
for the use of this Encampment, hoping the brothers here, and all of us. may unite
in the great common sentiment, and that this Encampment in Minneapolis will be
memorable not only for its fraternity, but for its judgment, its wisdom, and its good
feeling.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The next business in order is the report of the Com
mittee on Revision of the Constitution.
Before we proceed to that, it is necessary
for the chair to appoint some committees. It becomes necessary, by the adoption
of the report of the Commander-in-Chief, to appoint committees upon the courtsmartial of General Payne and Colonel Addington.
It has been a pretty difficult
matter to secure suitable details upon these committees without getting somebody
who might be supposed to be either for or against, and while the report of the Com
mander-in-Chief really only contemplated one committee, I have thought it advis
able to appoint a committee in each one of the cases.
If there is no objection upon
the part of the Commandery-in-Chief, two oommtttees will be appointed.
Brothers*
if you have any objection at all, speak right out. [Cries of ''Consent," "Consent." |
Judqe-Advooate Gknebal Weeks: Commander, so that there may be no ques
tion about it, I move a reconsideration of the vote adopting the resolution directing
the Commander-in-Chief to appoint a committee to consider the two courts-martial.
Colonel Cobbick, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Judoe-Advocate General Weeks: Now, Commander, I move the Commanderin-Chief appoint a special committee of five to examine the record and the testimony
in the court-martial of Past Commander in-Chief Payne, and report their conclusions
to the Commandery-in Chief; and that upon the receipt of their report the accused
be allowed, either in person or by counsel, such time as the Commandery-in-Chief
may desire to give him, to be heard upomhis appeal; and that the Judge-Advocate
General or the Judge Advocate of the court be allowed the same time to present his
view of the case.
Col. C. K. Dablino, of Massachusetts: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
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E. W. Keackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, as I understand the reading of
that resolution, it would not empower them to listen to grievances, but simply to
examine the record and testimony and report their conclusions. I think that is a
mistake; and I hope the mover will permit an amendment so they shall sit and thor
oughly acquaint themselves with the facts of the case, and listen to grievances, and
report, lest we have their report and then, afterwards, have to listen to grievances
unadjusted.
The Commandeb-in-Chiek: I understood that to be the effect of the motion.
Judoe-Advocate Genebal Weeks: I will add that to my motion, so the first part
of it shall read as follows: "The Commander-in-Chief appoint a special committee
of five to examine the record and testimony in the court-martial of Past Commanderin-Chief Payne, and hear such persons as may come before them, and report their
conclusions to the Commandery-in-Chief," etc.
Col. C. K. Dabling, of Massachusetts: I accept the amendment as second.
Gen. J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, does the brother who makes
that motion propose to limit the time, or is this committee to sit from now until
January next?
Judoe-Advooate
Genebal Weeks: They are to report to this Commandery-inChief.
The Commander-in-Chief put the question, and the motion as amended was
agreed to.

Judge-Advocate
Genebal Weeks: Commander, I desire now to make a similar
motion with reference to the court martial proceedings of Brother Addington, late
Colonel of the New York Division.
Col. E. W. Youno, of Washington: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Majob Genebal: Commander, I am informed that Colonel Harriman is in
waiting in the ante-room.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I will detail General Maccabe to introduce Colonel
Harriman, who was the Colonel of my father's regiment, and a Captain in one regi
ment I served in. I appoint as the committee upon the Payne court-martial: Colo
nel L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota, Colonel Morrison, of Montana, Colonel Stevens, of
Massachusetts, Colonel Bixby, of Vermont, and Colonel Rebele. of Pennsylvania.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: General Webb, I have the honor of intro
ducing to you a man whom I fancy it will be of great interest to the brothers of the
Order to meet. An old song says, "One touch of nature makes the whole world
akin," and one touch of soldier fellowship brings us and their sons into beautiful
harmony. I have the honor, as I said, to present to you, Commander-in-Chief, your
father's old commander, and to you, brothers, your Commander-in-Chief's old com
mander.
God bless him. and the Commander-in-Chief, too.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: I trust that the Commandery will pardon me for this
break in the regular order of business when I introduce to you Colonel Harriman, of
the 37th Wisconsin, in which regiment my father served as Quartermaster, and
Captain Harriman, of the 30th Wisconsin Infantry, in which I served as a drummer
boy.
Having announced the committee upon the Payne court-martial, I now detail
as the committee on the Addington court-martial:
Past Col. C. J. Deckman, of
Ohio; Past Colonel Stadden. of Illinois; Past Col. Moses P. O'Brien, of Nebraska;
Past Col. H. S. Fuller, of Wisconsin; and Past Col. George Van Houten, of Iowa.
The next business in order is the report of the Committee on Revision of the Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations.
Bbo. O. B. Bbown, of Ohio: Commander-in-Chief, and brothers, I desire, before
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starting to read the report of the Committee on Revision of Constitution. Rules and
Regulations, or making any remarks upon the report itself, to state that the chair
man of this Special Committee on Revision of Constitution, Rules and Regulations,
Past Col. E. W. Hatch (Judge Hatch, of New York), was called to his home in Buffalo
upon an urgency which is satisfactory to all who know the reason.
Judge Hatch has
worked hard and thoroughly with the committee upon this subject, and this report
is? the report of Judge Hatch as well as the report of the other members of that com
mittee.
He regrets he is not here. He would be here if it were possible for him to
leave other duties, the urgency of which is understood by a number of his friends
from New York, and others on the committee.
This report is made now, after careful consideration, after careful study, after
hard work during the past year. The report is not merely the report and opinion
of the committee: it is, in fact, my brothers, the consensus of the opinion of mem
We met in joint session in this city with the
bers of the Order of Sons of Veterans.
Committee on Ritual and the Committee appointed to establish a Uniform Military
Rank, and our committee and these other committees have so digested their work,
and so arranged the different details, that this report is now the joint report of these
committees. Where we disagreed we talked it over and brought our views together,
and we have come to the conclusions which we now report, and which we hope and
believe will, in the main, be satisfactory to the members of this Commandery-inChief. Perhaps in some points of minor detail they may be amended to advantage,
but in its principal features the report has been carefully considered, and We hope
it may be allowed to stand.
I would say also that General Webb, our Commander-in-Chief, has met with the
committee and has been a very active member of it. We have also had advice and
information from all the different officers of the Order. A large volume of corre
spondence is in the hands of the committee, not one letter of which was overlooked.
Every one was carefully considered by the committee, and by the Commander-inChief. If it shall appear in our report that we failed to adopt any of the sugges
tions or recommendations contained in those letters from different members of the
Order we wish it understood now that those suggestions and recommendations were
not rejected hastily and without due consideration, as has often been done by like
heretofore, but they were each and every one given careful considera
committees
tion, and rejected only after the reasons for and against their adoption were given
due weight.
I would state also, as it is understood that in this report we have abolished mili
tary titles as such, that we have, in connection with the Committee on Military Rank,
established, or authorized the establishment, of a military rank, the development of
which is to be placed in the hands of a special committee to be appointed for that
purpose by the Commander-in-Chief, and a Commandant who shall have control of
the military rank.
The committee is to be a committee of five, who are to work
with the Commandant under the advice of the Commander-in-Chief : and the mili
tary rank is to be made a part of the Order and subject to it.
In regard to the past honors which have been conferred by the different Divisions
and by the Commandery-in-Cbief, and also the list of life members and Past Grand
Division Commanders, etc., I would state that perhaps it has been understood by
some members of this Cominandery-in-Chief that these offices and titles had all been
abolished, or that we were to recommend their abolition in our report.
Such is not
the fact.
The committee would state that while it is of the opinion some action
must sooner or later be taken upon the subject, it is also of the opinion that at this
time, in view of the great changes in other respects being made in our Constitution,
or that the committee

recommend to be made, it would not be wise to abolish any
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of the past ranks, or any of the honors which have heretofore been conferred.
Therefore, the fight over that question will not come up at this time, or at least upon
the report of this committee.
I beg leave to say also, in behalf of the committee, in this connection, that if any
member of the Commandery-in-Chief desires to ask questions, the committee is here
(with the exception of Judge Hatch), and will be glad to answer, in so far as they
oan, either individually or collectively, any questions put to us.
We further hope that this Coinmandery-in-Chief will have some confidence in the
committee; that it will take as fact the statement I have made in regard to the diflioulties we labored with, and believe that this report is made up from the consensus
of the minds and opinions of this Commandery-in-Chief; that there will not be any
useless or prolonged debate upon its various recommendations; that unless the point
is a vital one you will not talk too long upon any one subject, for if you do we will
not get through here until next. October. With these few explanations, and asking
patience and charity for us, I will proceed to read the report of the committee.
Col,. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander-in-Chief, the chairman of the Committee
on Revision yields the floor to me for the purpose of making a motion. I desire to
move that the report of the Committee on Revision of Constitution, Rules and Regu
lations be, either actively or passively, considered section by section; that the chair
man of the committee be requested in the reading of the report to pause for a
moment after the reading of each section; that if no objection be made by any
member of this Encampment to the section as reported by the committee, the sec
tion will be considered adopted without further action of the Commandery, and the
chairman of the committee proceed to read the next section. If objection be made,
a motion to adopt or reject to be in order, and the sense of the Commandery taken.
I make this motion in order to expedite the business of {he Encampment, for other
wise the report will have to be read twice, or acted upon as a whole.
Col. E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Pbksiding Offices | Chief Mustering Officer Pollitt in the chair]: The
ohairman of the Committee on Revision of Constitution, Rules and Regulations will
proceed with the reading of the report of that committee in the manner indicated
in the motion of Colonel Bundy.
Bbo. 0. B. Bbown, of Ohio: Commander, the committee beg leave to report as
follows: On page 3 of the present Constitution, in the first line of the preamble,
strike out the word "lineal" and insert the word "male," so the sentence will read:

PREAMBLE.
in

We, the undersigned, male descendants of soldiers, sailors and marines who served
the army or navy of the United States during the civil struggle of 1861-'65, etc.
" and insert, "
And in the seventh line, strike out all after the word "

doing
pledge
to be governed by the Constitution, rules, regulations, rules of order and
by-laws which are based on the same;" so that the preamble shall read - ourselves

PREAMBLE.
We, the undersigned, male descendants of soldiers, sailors and marines who served
in the army or navy of the United States during the civil struggle of 18G1-'K5, hereby
unite and form an association for the purpose and objects hereinafter set forth, and
in so doing pledge ourselves to be governed by the Constitution, rules, regulations,
rules of order and. by-laws which are based on the same.

The Pbesiding Offioeb: If
will be adopted.

is so ordered.
Chaibman

there is no objection,

Is

the preamble as reported by

The chair hears none, and it
Proceed with the reading of the report.
Bbown continued the reading of the report, as follows: Chapter I,

the committee

there objection?
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article I.

will

Strike out the words "of the" in the second

read —
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line of the title, so the title

ARTICLE I.— Title.

This Association shall

be known

America.

as the

Sons of Veterans, United

States of

The Presiding Officer: If there is no objection, the title as reported by the
committee will be adopted. Is there objection?
The chair hears none, and it is so
ordered. Brother Brown will proceed with the reading of the report.
Chaibman Bbown continued the reading of the report, as follows: Article II,
'"Principles" is not changed, and reads —

ARTICLE II.

Principles.

Section 1. A firm belief and trust in Almighty God, and a realization that under
His beneficent guidance the free institutions of our land — consecrated by the services

and blood of our fathers — have been preserved, and the integrity and life of the
nation maintained.
Sec. 2. True allegiance to the Government of the United States of America, based,
upon a respect for, and devotion and fidelity to its Constitution and laws, mani
fested by the discountencing of anything that may tend to weaken loyalty, incite to
insurrection, treason, or rebellion, or in any manner impair the efficiency and per
manency of our national Union.
The Presiding: Officer: If there is no objection, article
will be adopted, under

II

the motion of Colonel Bundy, as reported by the committee.

Is there objection?
The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Proceed with the report.
Chaibman Bbown continued the reading of the report, as follows: Article III, ''Ob
jects," is not changed, and reads —

ARTICLE in.—
Section

Objects.

To

keep green the memories of our fathers, and their sacrifices for
the maintenance of the Union.
Sec. 2. To aid the members of the Grand Army of the Republic in the caring for
their helpless and disabled veterans; to extend aid and protection to their widows
and orphans; to perpetuate the memory and history of their heroic dead, and the
proper observance of Memorial Day.
Sec. 3. To aid and assist worthy and needy members of our Order.
Sec. 4. To inculcate patriotism and love of country, not only among our mem
bership, but among all the people of our land, and to spread and sustain the doctrine
of equal rights, universal liberty, and justice to all.
The Pbesiding Officeb: If there is no objection, article
will be adopted as
1.

III

The chair hears none, and it is so
reported by the committee. Is there objection?
The chairman will proceed.
ordered.
Chairman Bbown continued the reading of the report, as follows: Article IV,
"Organization," is not changed, and reads

-

ARTICLE IV.—

Organization.

The several constituted bodies of the Association shall be as follows:
First Of organizations known as Camps; each Camp to have an appropriate
name and number (except Davis Camp, of Pittsburgh, Penn., which is to be without
number): Provided, however, That no two Camps in the same Division shall be al
lowed to use the same name or number: And further provided, That the Division of
Pennsylvania may have duplicate numbers of Camps numbers 2, 3, 4, 9, and 33.
Second. Of State organizations known as Divisions.
Third. Of the Commandery-in-Chief.
The Presiding

Officer: If

there is no objection, article IV will be adopted as
Is there objection?
The chair hears none, and it is so
ordered.
Proceed with the report.
Chairman Brown continued the reading of the report, as follows: Article V.
reported by the committee.
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"Eligibility to Membership."
Constitution,

Strike

out

the entire article as found in the present

and insert in lieu thereof the following

ARTICLE

V.

—Eligibility to

Membership.

Section 1. All male descendants, not less than eighteen years of age. of deceased
or honorably discharged soldiers, sailors or marines who served in the Union army
or navy during the Civil War of 1861-1865. shall be eligible to membership: Prodded,
That no person shall be eligible who has ever been convicted of any infamous crime,
or whose father has ever borne arms against the Government of the United States
of America.

General Abbott, of Illinois: Is that all of that section?

Chairman Bbown: I desire, on behalf of the committee, with the permission of
General Abbott, to state that the eligibility age was considered by this committee
very carefully, and the section was adopted by us at one time fixing the age at 20:
at another time we changed it to 21; afterward we reduced it to 19; then after the
military rank was established, as it is hereinafter, we decided the age of 18 could not
be changed for the benefit of the Order; that it could not be changed for the reason
that the requisite age fixed for membership in the military companies of the United
States is 18 years, and the average age of the volunteer forces of the Union army
was 18.
So we have kept the age at 18.
General Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I wish to offer an amendment to this
section of the report of the committee. I move to amend the section, or article, on
"Eligibility" by striking out the word "eighteen'' and inserting the word "twentyone."
The Presiding Offices: Under the conditions of the motion adopted by this
Encampment at the opening of the session this afternoon, the chair must rule the
amendment offered by General Abbott out of order. The only motions in order,
under the terms of the resolution adopted by the Encampment, are motions to ac
cept or reject the- section as reported by the committee.
Col. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Oh, no! I think the chair misapprehended
the motion of Colonel Bundy.
A motion to amend is certainly in order.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, as the mover of the motion, I intended,

of course, to include motions to amend.
I had no idea of confining the Commandery-in-Chief to simply adopting or rejecting every section as reported by the
committee. It will facilitate matters very much to simply amend a section that is
not exactly satisfactory in the particular in which it needs amendment. If we pro
ceed under the ruling of the Chair, we would have to strike out the whole section and
insert a new one each time. I believe this motion can be entertained by general
consent.
The Pbesiding Offices: That is the way the resolution read that Colonel Bundy
offered.
Of course, if he made a mistake, that puts a different phase on it. What U
the sense of the Commandery in regard t o General Abbott's amendment ? Shall the
chair entertain it by consent? [Cries of '•Consent,'' "Consent."]
The Presiding Offices: Then, General Abbott, you are in order.
General Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I wish to amend the article as
reported by the committee by striking out the word "eighteen" and inserting the
word "twenty-one;" and I want to present my reasons for offering this amendment.
General Weeks, of New York: Commander. I second the amendmei.t offered by
(ieneral Abbott.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, and brothers, if you have paid

here --if you have paid any attention to the
reports of your Division officers — you know that we have to meet a very serious
question — a question which involves the future existence of our organization, and

any attention to the reports presented
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that is. the question of making it permanent.
For several years we have been av
eraging a membership reported to be from 100,000 to 125,000: and when it is sifted
down, what have we got? We have scarcely got an increase of membership (an ab
solute net increase) of 10,000 in the last three or four years.
We have ceased to be
a boy organization.
We have reached our limit as an organization of " kids."
As
an organization of "'kids" we cannot be much bigger.
It seems to me, in looking
through this Encampment and seeing the high foreheads and bald heads, that we
have arrived at the time when we can call ourselves an organization of men.
We,
all of us. are fully aware of the fact that in the matter of handling our finances, both
in Camps and in Divisions, we have made a financial failure, and it is materially due
to the youth and inexperience that compose the rank and file of our organization.
Look yon to the State of Massachusetts — the best-organized Division we have, a
Division whose finances are in better shape than any other Division in the Union,
and I want to tell yon why.
When they started out to organize sons of veterans in
the State of Massachusetts they adopted the eligibility clause of the old Philadelphia
How did that eligibility clause read?
organization.
Nothing nnder 21 years. They
have men in the Division of Massachusetts to handle their affairs, and that is the
reason they succeed.
They have "the brains, the experience and equipoise of char
acter that go with years, and I believe, if we intend to maintain ourselves as an
organization, as an organization composed of men, we should make our eligibility
clause applicable only to men.
It seemed to me when we started seven or eight
I was in favor then of taking them in at 18
years ago perhaps it was all right.
years of age ; but there is no Colonel within the sound of my voice but knows
that in the Camps they crowd that age clear down, until we have some of the youngeft-looking boys of 18 years it has ever been my fortune to see. I think if they
brought their family Bibles along with them one-fifth of the number would not get
in. But the Colonel cannot go back of the returns, and when an application comes
in that says they are 18 years old, he has to take them.
I believe, to establish the
dignity of our Order, and give it prestige and character, and bring into it those men
who say. "'I cannot go into an organization of 'kids,' but I would go in if the rank
and file were older," we must make this age of eligibility 21 years.
There are hun
dreds and thousands of men who would come in then, and bring to the Order the
character and dignity that come with years: and I believe we would then have a
financial condition that would be a credit to any organization, and our Order will
take its place high up among orders, where it certainly belongs.
Col. Geo. Van Houten, of Iowa: Commander, I do not like to disagree with so
eminent a brother as the one who has just taken his seat, and yet he has said some
For example, he says that there
things which I cannot allow to go unchallenged.
has been financial failure.
The greatest example of financial failure that has oc
curred in this Order has occurred unfortunately among the older members.
He has
«aid they crowd the age down, intimating that the law is violated.
Is that any rea
son for changing the law? No; but rather that we prosecute those who violate it.
Make a few examples of that sort, and stop it.
Let us go, if you will, and consider
the ages of the men who saved this nation?
Wasn't there a good many of them not
21 years of age?
I was not 18 when the war began, yet I took an honorable part in
the contest, though not a Commander-in-Chief.
If a man or a boy could enlist in
the service of his country, as I did, at the age of 16, why cannot he enlist with the
Sons of Veterans when he is 18? Again, if we are going to make a military rank, as
I believe the judgment of this Commandery-in-Chief will say we are. the very best
military material in this country to-day is under 21 years of age, and we ou^ht to
have the benefit of it.
I do not believe it is necessary to prolong the discussion. I
believe the brothers present know, and know well, that the very best material for a
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rank in their respective Camps, and in their respective neighborhoods,

are the young men from 18 to 21 years of age, and by far the larger number of them
are under 21.

The Presiding Officer:

The question before this Encampment is on the amend
"

ment offered by General Abbott, to strike out the word "eighteen
and insert "twentyone," in the article on Eligibility.
Is the Commandery ready for the question?

Those in favor of the motion will so signify by saying Aye.
Those opposed. No.
The noes seem to have it. The noes have it, and the amendment is not agreed to.
If there is no further objection, article V will be adopted as reported by the com
mittee.
The chair
Is there objection?
The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
man of the committee will proceed with the report.
Chaibman Bbown continued the reading of the report, as follows: Chapter II,
In section 1, strike out the words "Col
Camp Constitution, article I. "Formation.''
onel of a Division" in the second line, and insert the words "Division Commander"
in lieu thereof: so that the sentence will read:
Section 1. A Camp 7nay be formed by the authority of the Division Commander.
.

.

.

etc.

Chaibman Bbown: In regard to this section. Commander and brothers, I will say
right here that the committee have instructed the stenographer to change the words
"Colonel of a Division" throughout the Constitution, wherever it may occur in such
parts of the old Constitution as are retained, to read "Division Commander," and
the word "Captain'" to read " Camp Commander."
The title of the Commander-inChief remains unchanged. But the change from "Colonel of a Division,'" and "Cap
tain" to " Division Commander," and "Camp Commander.'" is to run all through
the revised Constitution as reported by the committee.
Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: General Pollitt, before the consideration of this
section is taken up, the chairman of the local committee has a word to say to the
Commaudery-in-Chief in regard to the exposition and the parade, and I would ask
unanimous consent that he be heard.
The Pbesidino Offices: The Commandery will hear the announcement.
Captain Coubtney, of Minneapolis:
Commander, and brothers, an invitation
has been extended to this Encampment of Sons of Veterans to participate in the
parade attendant upon the opening of the Exposition in this city, Wednesday after
noon of this week, at two o'clock, and an invitation is also extended to all delegates
and visiting members of the Order to enter the Exposition building and enjoy the
sights to be seen there, and the beautiful music rendered by the celebrated Mexican
band.
The local committee would like to have an expression from this Commandery
The desire of the committee on arrange
meeting on the subject of this invitation.
ments, and of the Exposition management,
is that all Sons of Veterans' shall take
part in the parade and shall enter the building and examine the exhibits and be en
tertained by the music.

Col. Geoboe Van Hoiiten, of Iowa: Commander, to bring this matter before the
Commandery, I will ask unanimous consent to suspend the regular order, in order to
move that the invitation of the Exposition management be accepted, and that the
Sons of Veterans participate in the parade to-morrow afternoon and visit the Ex
position building.
The Pbesidino Officeh: Unless there is objection, the motion will be agreed to
by consent.
Is there objection?
The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.
Gen. Geoboe W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander-in-Chief, I now move that
this section of the Constitution as reported by the committee, in so far as it changes
titles, be rejected.
Col. Hebbebt 0. Bixby, of Vermont:
motion.

Commander.

I

second

General Pollitt's
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The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair will put the motion in a moment. I want
Captain Courtney to understand that the invitation to participate in the parade and
visit the Exposition is accepted.
I wish him to give my compliments to the mar
shal, and say to him that Colonel Morrison has been detailed as an aide upon his
staff, and the Commandery-in-Chief
will be ready to move promptly whenever the
It is now moved by General Pollitt, and seconded by Colonel
procession moves.
Bixby, that this section as reported by the committee be rejected. Any remarks?
Gen. Geoboe W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, and brothers, the reason
why I move to reject this section as reported by the committee, is that it changes
radically from top to bottom, the entire organization of the Sons of Veterans, U.S. A.
This is simply the beginning of a series of alterations to be proposed by this com
mittee.
One of them follows the other, and one is the complement of the other, right
straight along, and they round out a system that will result in wiping out the espe
cial and peculiar features of our organization.
Now, I am not a charter member of
this organization, but I got into it as soon as I could. I am a charter member of
the Camp at Paterson, and I have done whatever lay in my power to advance the
interests of this organization.
I know of a truth and verity that the peculiar fea
tures of our organization, and the fact that we have military titles for our officers, is
to a great extent to be credited with the remarkable growth of our Order. That I
am certain of.
This whole question of the names for officers has been fought over
in every Grand Army Encampment for the last five or six years.
What was the re
sult?
You yourself know that it was largely due to your efforts that victory resulted
in favor of keeping the names — the titles of officers — in the military sense.
There
is no doubt of that at all, and while it may not be exactly germane to the question,
permit me to say that the Camp of which I happen to be Quartermaster Sergeant
has spent $2,500 for uniforms, and they are spending money every year to uniform
their members.
One reason we have such a large membership is because we are able
to get these boys to come in. They like to drill, and they like to march. They do
not want to go along the street in a frock coat and a Derby hat.
They like to wear
the blue that their fathers wore.
They are not ashamed of that uniform, I tell you.
And now another thing; do not let us be carried away with the idea that the G.
A. R. objects to George W. Pollitt being called Past Captain of a Camp with 200
men.
I have as much right to be called a Captain as any commander of a militia
It seems to me if this
company of 35 men. none of them over 18 or 19 years old.
proposition goes through this afternoon, when we go back to our homes our broth
ers will say to us. " What in the mame of common sense was the matter with the air
of Minneapolis, or Minnesota, that led you to do a thing like this?"
We have heard
abont the military rank.
I am in favor of it; but if we go back to our Camps and
say to them. "Gentlemen, we bring you a military rank, but we bring it to you at
the expense of the loss of all the especial features of the organization of the Sons of
Veterans." then they will say to us, "You had better go back to Minneapolis and
vote for disbanding the organization."
I was not at the birth of the organization;
I never expected to have to attend its funeral, but if this proposition goes through
it will look very much like I was at the funeral, and one of the chief mourners. Now,
lot everybody understand what the result of this change will be.
It is simply, after
the battle has been fought and won, to surrender everything we gained in the fight.
You have all heard the story of the camel that came along and first put his head and
neck in the Arab's tent; then his fore feet and legs; then his whole body; and the
Arab had to get out.
Two years ago, at Paterson. the head of this camel went in.
We in the East are against admitting any more of the animal.
We now have two
*ets of officers, two different sets of titles.
There are a good many Camps in New
Jersey, and when I want to attend any of their meetings I must skirmish around
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find out what

For Heaven's

I

am to call the

presiding officer.

Now. that was

a

concession.

sake, are we to be asked to give anything in addition to that ?

I think

that is enough!
We have permitted in our organization two different sets of titles,
I do not
two different methods of fraternal address, and are we to add still others.
believe in it.
I do not believe in and I do not want any aristocracy in this Order
something that nobody but those who can pay money can belong to.
Those who understand this subject know that by adopting this section as reported
we will lose all of our ability to teach patriotism.
I have two little boys at home, and
when they reach 18 or 21 years of age I want them to join the Sons of Veterans. I
am not particularly anxious for them to join so that they can put belts around their
waists and wear swords. I want them to join because their grandfather thought
enough of this country to go and fight for it. I have no doubt at all that this or
ganization, as a body", is in favor of subordinating the military rank to the great
mass of the Order itself.
This is subordinating the Order to the military rank. I
believe in keeping our present titles. I believe in a military rank that can dress up
right and make a good impression, but I believe we ought to keep our organization
so we can teach the greatest number of youth of this country the lessons of love of
I do not believe in restricting our influence one particle.
country and patriotism.
This present system of companies has been good enough for all concerned. Maybe
I am too conservative, bnt I want to say, Commander-in-Chief, that this organiza
tion, so far as I am concerned, is good enough for me — good enough for the Division
I happen to belong to (the Division of New Jersey), and if this proposition goes
through, there are those to follow after just like it. and the result will be a radical
turning over of the whole business that I am not in favor of. I hope, for the sake
of the Order, that we will vote this thing down so dead that it will never again corae
up in the Commandery-in-Chief.
Gen. George B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, and brothers, I fully appreciate
the arguments made by Brother Pollitt.
I have made them myself. I used them to
I flatter myself that I am one
get the military ranks and titles put into this Order.
of the fellows that got the word "Colonel,"' and the word 'Captain,?' and all that,

into our ritual, and Constitution. Rules and Regulations.
I well recall the time, as
Now, before
my friends Webb and Maccabe will, when we did not have it that way.
making any argument in reply to the able remarks of our friend from New Jersey,
I would like to ask for information from this committee. I would like to inquire if
they expect to present, in their Constitution, somewhere, a provision for preserving
our military ranks and titles in a proper place — ii» the military rank to be estab
lished — or something of that character? If they are, it occurs to me that the time
to make this fight is on that question. We want to determine that one question,
whether we want a military rank at all, or not, and then we can go ahead.
I ask for
information.
Gen. Baetow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, I rise to ask for information.
As I understand it, it is the theory of this Committee on Revision of the Constitution
to remove from the Order at large all military titles except Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General, Quartermaster General. Surgeon General, Judge-Advocate General,
in the Commandery-in-Chief; and in the Division, all except Adjutant and Quarter
master; and in the Camp, all except Quartermaster Sergeant and First Sergeant,
leaving the military titles solely to the military rank, and requiring that all the mem
bers of the military rank must be members of the parent organization, so that Camps
which have a uniform battalion are in themselves eligible at once, and the military
men can go in there and preserve their military titles.
That is my understanding
of the matter.
Chaibman Bbown: That is correct.
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Poijjtt,

of New Jersey: Commander, I wish to say, even if that be
The members of my Camp have a lively interest in main
the
constituted
organization
exactly as it now is.
taining
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I asked for information.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
General Abbott has asked for information, and
Gen. Geo. W.

t rne.

it

is not satisfactory.

Brother Pollitt having spoken once upon this question, cannot be heard again as
long as there are other brothers who desire to speak.
Chaibman Bbown: Commander, I will state that Brother Weeks, of New York, has
given the information that General Abbott inquired for, and there is no necessity
for any remarks from the committee. The remarks of Brother Weeks correctly state
the position of the committee, because he is one of the gentlemen the committee ad
vised with in considering the matter of recommending this change.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Then, Commander, I wish to make a motion,
following a few remarks on this question.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is already a motion pending, made by General
Pollitt and seconded by Colonel Bixby, that this recommendation of the committee
be rejected.

Gkn. Geo. B. Abbott: Then, Commander, I desire to move a substitute. It seems
if we would take up that particular clause that established the military rank
and discuss it now, and determine that question, then we would be in a position to
pass upon this. Why cannot we go out of our regular course and ask the committee
to present that particular clause whioh creates the military rank, and fight that thing
I move you, therefore, as a sub
out to a conclusion; then we can go on with this.
stitute for the motion of General Pollitt, that we proceed to the consideration of the
olause, or section, or article, which provides for a military rank, which the committee
may have to report.
Bbo. Joseph R. Swain, of New York: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : do not think that motion in order. It is not ger
mane to the question, and the Commander-in-Chief must so rule.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: I think if the Commander-in-Chief would re
quest the Committee on Revision of Constitution to withdraw the present section
from the consideration of the Commandery and report the section or article I have
referred to, the committee would do so, and we could proceed to consider that arti
cle in place of the one now before us.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commandery-in-Chief is law unto itself. By
unanimous consent that can be done, but the Commander-in-Chief does not desire
to make any request.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, pardon me for being out of
order in discussing Brother Abbott's question, but I have not the slightest objection,
neither has any member of the committee the slightest objection, to discussing the
question of military rank at this time; but my friend Pollitt will not be in favor
of it, and the qnestion will come up continuously, because he will move to reject
every section presented by the committee in whioh these changes occur, wherever it
strikes out Colonel, and Captain, etc. Now, the committee have no desire to force
this thing on the Order; they are not autocrats.
We want the Commandery to under
stand the effect of these changes thoroughly and distinctly, and if Brother Pollitt
will agree with me and General Abbott, to let-the vote on the question of the estab
lishment of a military rank settle all these questions, we will go to work and ask
unanimous consent to consider that question now; but if General Pollitt is going to
fight us all the way through, we will have to stand up for our rights.
The Comm andeb-in-Chief : If there is no objection, the committee will be re
to me

I
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([nested to report at this time what it has on the subject of establishing a

military

rank.
Gen. J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: There is a motion before the Commandery,
Commander.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The chair understands that, but unanimons consent
General Polis asked that the committee may report its article on military rank.
litt's motion is pending, of course, but I do not understand that he is any more li
tigious than the rest of us.
I will read for in
O. B. Bbown, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
formation what the committee have here in relation to military rank. Everybody
wants to know what it is, and I will give it to you.
The Commandeb-in -Chief: There is a motion pending to reject this portion of
the report of the Committee on Revision of Constitution. Rules and Regulations.
Eicept by unanimous consent, this motion must be put.
Gen. D. W. Wood, of Indiana: Commander, I move to lay the motion of Brother
Pollitt on the table.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I am afraid if you do that you will lay too much on
If the motion carry, it will lay the report of the committee on the table.
the table.
The motion was not seconded.
Gen. Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, at the risk of going into a
hole and pulling the hole in after me, and without withdrawing a particle of my op
position to this proposed change, but for the purpose of enabling the committee to
report the article on military rank, I withdraw my motion, my second consenting.
Col. Geo. Van Houten, of Iowa: Commander, I object to the withdrawal of the
motion.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The question is on the motion of General Pollitt to
reject —
Col. W. E. Bund?, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order. The mover,
with the consent of his second, can withdraw his motion, and one objection is not
sufficient to prevent him from doing so. If the second is willing that General
Pollitt shall withdraw his motion, then the motion is not before the Commandery.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken. Does the second
consent to the withdrawing of the motion f
Col. H. O. Bixby, of Vermont: Commander, I consent to the withdrawal of the
motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion of General Pollitt is withdrawn and there
is nothing before the Commandery.
Proceed, General Brown.
Chaibman Bbown: On page 53 of our report there is a section whioh it is pro
posed by the committee to insert in the Commandery-in-Chief Constitution as section
2, of article I, which is as follows:
Sec. 2. The Commandery-in-Chief shall also have power to establish a military
rank, and to enact general laws and regulations governing the same: and to grant
warrants to members of the Order in good standing, upon proper application to the
Commander-in-Chief, for the formation of companies.

Now, I would say in this connection, that this is done after consultation with the
Committee on Military Rank, and they have formulated a resolution, founded upon
the authority here given to the Commandery-in-Chief
in the Constitution, to estab
lish a military rank. The details of that matter properly belong to the Committee
on Military Rank. That, I believe, is all the information required from this com
mittee.
The Committee on Military Rank should now be called upon for their idea.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I now move that the Commandery
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in-Chief concur in and adopt the section establishing the military rank as reported
by the committee.
Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, I hope we will hear from the Com
mittee on Military Rank before we act upon this motion.
The motion was not seconded.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I am afraid we will in the end
become "mulled upv on this business, and be tying knots in the air, as our Brother
Maccabe would say. We began at two o"clock, in regular order, with the report of
the Committee on Revision of Constitution, Rules and Regulations, under a rule that
the report be considered section by section, and where there was no objection each
section was to be considered as adopted. We have proceeded to a certain point, and
now there arises a question of importance that runs like a thread through the whole
report. This report must be considered as a whole. Objection to detail must necessa
Now, the Committee on Military Rank is author
rily be based on misapprehension.
ized to ask this Commandery to authorize the organization in such a Camp as Brother
Pollitt's, where there are 200 or 300 members, two or three or more companies, or an
That will constitute the military rank, and will not in any
artillery organization.
Not in the least.
If the
way jeopardize the organization of the regular Camp.
brothers were acquainted with the details of the plan,
know they would not make
the objections they are now urging.
If the objection to these titles, which is clear
and runs all the way through, holds good for any of them, it must hold good for the
Captain. In the first place, if it is not changed for the Captain there is no use
changing it for the Colonel, or any other officer; therefore it seems desirable that
this question should be settled now, and of course the report of the committee
should be adopted as it stands, to wit: The title of Colonel wiped out, and that of
Division Commander substituted.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, with the permission of
Brother Krackowizer, the question is now on the adoption of the section relating to
the establishment of the military rank.
The other section was adopted.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Brother Maccabe thinks the question is now
I do not so believe. I believe that section was merely read
on the military rank.
for information.
There is just where we got into this snarl, and that is just what I
was afraid of.
Gen. J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: The question was on the section which
was not passed on, and General Pollitt has withdrawn his objection, and —

I

Geo. W.

Pollitt,

of New Jersey:

Commander,

I

did not expect anybody
that is so I want to get out of this
Encampment. I thought we were a band of brothers.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There can be no misunderstanding about this, broth
ers.
General Pollitt's motion was withdrawn for the purpose of hearing the balance
of the report relating to military rank, and for that purpose only. I trust that
brothers will have due regard for each other here, and recollect we are a band of
brothers, in all they think and say.
Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, did we not also understand, after
Brother Brown had read that portion of the report of his committee, that he re
ferred us to the Committee on Military Rank?
It was the sense of this Encamp
ment that we should know what the Committee on Military Rank intended to do.
We were about to listen to the Committee on Military Rank, and after having heard
them, and having obtained some idea of their action, we would be in a position to
revert to General Pollitt's motion, and either side with him or with the report of the
Committee on Revision.
Coi» W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I do not see that it is necessary to in
Gen.

would take advantage of anything like that.

—11

If
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terrupt the reading of the report of the Committee on Revision of Constitution to
hear the report of the Committee on Military Rank.
If this section concerning
military rank prevails, then it will be necessary -it will be compulsory- - for us to
make some sort of arrangement for military rank. It then becomes only a ques
tion of method, a question of form, a question of how it shall be done; and if the
section establishing the military rank does not prevail, it will not be necessary for
the Committee on Military Rank to make any report at all, for there will be no con
stitutional authority for such rank.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Let us see if we understand each other.
The chair
The motion of General Pollitt was withdrawn
thinks it understands. the situation.
for the purpose of hearing that portion of the report of the Committee on Revision
of Constitution, Rules and Regulations which relates to the military rank. Is that
right?
Gen. Geo. H. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, that is right; that is the only
reason why it was withdrawn.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Then the only thing we have before us is the balance
of the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, concerning
the military rank, if there is anything more.
Chairman Brown: We have nothing more, Commander.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I take exception to that ruling of
the chair. I asked that t he section concerning the establishment of the military rank
That was the reason I made the motion - - that we
be brought up for consideration.
might consider it and adopt it.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The chair does not want to make any more mistakes.
It has made one to-day, and it does not want to make another. General Pollitt made
a motion to reject a certain section of the report of the Committee on Constitution,
Rules and Regulations, which was duly seconded and stated by the chair; then it was
withdrawn by General Pollitt for the purpose of hearing the balance of the report of
the Committee on Revision of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations relating to
the military rank.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, upon consultation with General Pollitt,
I think we have found a way out of this difficulty, and that is to pass upon and either
adopt or reject, at this time, the recommendation last read by the chairman of the
committee. There are a good many brothers present here who cannot vote intelli
gently on the first proposition as to what shall be the titles, whether Comrade, or
Brother, or Captain, or Commander, until first we have decided whether or not we
shall have the military rank. The question of detail is not to be decided here at all.
That will come up hereafter, provided the motion to adopt this section of the report
of the committee prevails. Therefore, and with the consent of General Pollitt, I
make this motion: That the Commandery now take up out of its order this section
of the report of the Committee on Revision of the Constitution, Rules and Regula
tion relative to the military rank, and that it be adopted.
Gen. Geo. W. Pollitt, of Is'ew Jersey: Commander, I second the motion.
Col. H. S. Fuller, of Wisconsin: Commander, I call for the reading of the section.
Chairman Brown re-read section 2 of article I of the C'ommandery-in-Chief Con
stitution, as reported by the committee.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Commandery has heard the motion of Colonel
Bundy, seconded by General Pollitt, that the section last reported by the committee
Is the Commandery ready for the ques
be taken up out of its order and adopted.
tion?
Bho. H. Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Under that section, can any member seoure
a warrant from the Commander-in-Chief and start a company?
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The Commandeb-in-Chief: Oh, no; he must do it according to the Constitution,
Rules and Regulations.
Gen. Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: As I understand it, Commander, the Com
mittee on Military Rank have provided for the organization of the companies, and
so far as that is concerned, it is perfectly satisfactory to me.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : The brother asked for information, and the chair gave
it to him in so far as it was able.
All in favor of the motion of Colonel Bundy will
signify the same by saying Aye. Those opposed, No. The ayes appear to have it.
The ayes have it. The motion prevails, and the section is adopted as reported by
the committee.
Genebal Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, now renew my motion to strike
out of this section of the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regu
lations all that relates to changing titles — making "Division Commanders" in place
"
of Colonels, and " Camp Commanders
in place of Captains.
Commander,
Deckman,
Col. C. J.
of Ohio:
I second the motion.
Genebal Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I do not renew the motion; I make
Now, I have a right to speak. I want to say that this is not a question
it again.
of clothes; it is not a question of names, except as to the name of the organization.
If you march a thousand men down Broadway, New York, officered, uniformed and
equipped as they should be, and let it be known that they are sons of Union soldiers,
sailors, and marines, the sight would enthuse and do more good to the people of New
York in a patriotic and educational sense than the parade of an equal number of

I

men of any other class.
few

armed Camps,

I

Why, at St. Joseph last summer,

although there were very

felt kind of "watery" when they went up and down; when

I

saw

in orderly

shape, properly uniformed, with guns over their shoulders;
when I remembered that every mother's son of them had loyal blood flowing through
his veins,
thought that was a good sight, if I did have to go out to a branch of
the "Big Muddy" to see it.
Now don't let us do anything to belittle this organiza
tion, or to keep out of it the boys that ought to come in. They will not come in
unless allowed to wear uniform, and not expensive uniforms, either. If you make it
simply an aggregation of men with canes and Derby hats, it is not going to be at
tractive to those boys; they cannot come in if they must buy a fifty dollar uniform.
In regard to the uniform rank of the Knights of Pythias, the Patriarchs Militant of
do not believe there is
the Odd Fellows, and the Knights Templar of the Masons,
In my town
a man there to-day who would not be there if such ranks did not exist.
we have some 10 or 12 Masonic lodges, and half a dozen Knights of Pythias lodges,
but the uniform rank of the Knights of Pythias has not met for drill for two years.
I believe every one of those men would be Masons, or Odd Fellows, if there were no
I do not doubt for a moment but there will be
Templars or Patriarchs Militant.
plenty of the uniform rank; I think I will be one of them, because I want to belong
to everything that is good, and I know it will be good if it is composed of the sons
of Union veterans.
But we want to make this organization auxiliary to the Grand
of
the
and how shall we best do that work except by following out
Republic,
Army
and teaching the lessons of patriotism to just as many people as we can? I do not
think it a good thing to change these titles. This question has been fought over
once, and our side won; why, in the name of men, we should go to work and deliber
ately tie up everything we won in the battle and hand it over to the fellows that did
not win, I don't see.
That is the way I look at it. I think we would be nothing
more nor less than a lot of " kids " to give up all we have won heretofore on this

the boys go by

I

I

question.

Col.

J.

B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts:

hold of in my genial friend

Commander, the only point I can catch
is, that we would be a heterogeneous

Pollitt's discourse

164

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

lot of ''kids'" marching down Broadway, if this section be adopted as reported by
the committee, and would not have that patriotic effect upon the ungodly that we
I want to say, in behalf of the
would have if we retain our present organization.
committee, that the uniform of the organization is retained; that the same patriotic
spirit is maintained. When that becomes corroded or tinctured in any way from
what the Constitution lays out, then you can say good-bye to the organization of
the Sons of Veterans.
We are sons of veterans; we believe in patriotism whether
we are called Camp Commanders or Division Commanders; we are not men patri
otic because we wear eagle straps on our shoulders, and because we cannot be patri
otic any other way.
My friend General Pollitt, as George Pollitt, can be just as
patriotic as Past Commander Pollitt. of Hugh C. Irish Camp (the best in the country).
He can be just as good a citizen, and just as good a son of a veteran, and can ren
der just as good and substantial service in the organization as Division Commander
of New Jersey -and God grant his day may come soon — as he can as Colonel of
the New Jersey Division.
The question is, according to General Pollitt, whether we
can inspire more patriotism as Captain than as "Camp Commander," as Colonel
than as "Division Commander."
I submit in all earnestness, that is the gist of the
question presented by the opposition to the committee's report. Patriotism cost
our fathers something, and we are supposed to remember that fact whether we are
"Camp Commanders" or Captains. Now that is the only thing I can find to answer
in Brother Pollitt's remarks. The committee, of course, hope its report will be
adopted.
Bko. N. G. Coopeb, of Michigan: Commander, I happen to be here as the repre
sentative of the Sons of Veterans of the State of Michigan.
I also stand here as a
Grand Army man, and I say to you what I believe to be true. In the Grand Army
the Commander of a Department is now called " Department Commander," and in
our Order when a Colonel's order comes out it comes out as the order of a Divi
If we adopt
sion Colonel. There is a distinction between the two organizations.
this section and the office is called "Division Commander," the two orders will con
flict in a certain, degree, and some will think the order from the Division Commander
of the Sons of Veterans is an order from the Department Commander of the same
State.
I believe that, under the circumstances to-day, and knowing what I know of
the feeling at Detroit, it will be best to maintain our titles as we already have them.
Col. G. B. Stadden, of Illinois: Commander, there is undoubtedly a misunderstand
ing as to what the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations and the Com
mittee on Military Rank intend to present.
There is no desire upon the part of any
member of the joint committees to take away one title or one feather from any man's
glory, but we do believe that the parading upon the street of a man wearing an eagle
that represents absolutely nothing, no command whatever, brings our Order into
disrepute. We believe we can maintain our Order in better shape than it is to-day,
by the organization within ourselves of this military body. It is not to be denied
that there are men on this floor who, as the military features of our Order apply to
them, do not like it. They are perfectly willing you and I may join it, but they
Now, it seemed eminently proper that we
do not like it as it applies to them.
should establish within this Order of the Sons of Veterans a military body that will
be military in every sense of the word; a body that when called upon to defend the
country's flag can defend it. Not companies that represent nothing but blue clothes,
but companies that carry guns and are ready to fight for the country, if need be, at
any hour. Now, that is the intention of these committees; not to take away the title
of "Colonel," not to take away the title of "Captain," but that when a man wears a
Captain's strap he shall have a company at his back; and when he wears a Colonel's
Now
straps he shall have a regiment behind him ready to do service at all times.
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then, to my honored friend, the Comrade of the Grand Army of the Republio: I know
that he can feel proud as he sees a regiment of Sons of Veterans marching along the
street bearing aloft his country's flag when back of it there is the bristling bayonet.
I know he cannot feel proud when he sees a mottled crowd marching along the street
with no two uniforms alike, no arms, and no discipline.
That brings the Order into
disrepute with the public. You will find in the Chicago Herald, in the last week of
July, an article commenting upon our Encampment, in which it was said, "There
were a great many men present wearing soldier clothes, but no soldiers." This com.
mittee does not desire to take away the uniform.
We believe every Son of a Veteran
should wear the uniform that his father wore, and we believe in organizing within
our Order a military body that will be ready at all times to defend this country; that
it shall be military from the bottom up; a body in which a Captain will command a
company of bayonets, artillery, cavalry, or whatever it may be. The idea that we
are doing away with these titles is erroneous. We are simply building our Order
It cannot be questioned that -we have outgrown our swaddling
upon a firmer basis.
clothes. The things that did for us eight years ago will not do for us now.
I wish
to caution you farther: In four Divisions I have found, since coming here, where
they have these military companies they say if the Commandery-in-Chief does not
give them the military rank they will have it anyway; that they have now waited
four years; that they want it inside the Sons of Veterans; that they want every man
to go into that first, and then, if he wants to join the military rank, well and good.
Bbotheb Coopeb, of Michigan: Commander, I want to make a personal expla
nation. I do not want to be understood as opposing the military organization,
because I believe in that. I think it would be a good idea to have a military organi
zation, and a military degree.
I am in favor of that - not that I want to join it
myself — but I have a boy who will soon be 18 years old.
Coi,. B. W. Fbauenthal, of Missouri: Commander, there may be brothers here
who were not on any of these committees, and who do not understand this matter of
the military rank.
I would like to know whether it is to be under the command
of the Division Colonel, or the Commander-in-Chief, or what officer? I believe that
i? a matter we should know about before being called upon to vote.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I think it is the design of the committee that the
Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., shall be the supreme body; that
the Commander-in-Chief shall be the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans
connected with this military rank, as well as of those who are not; that wherever
Camps desire to form a military company they may do so, but they are all subject
to the same laws in the Camp, and subject to the same jurisdiction.
Genebal Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, do I not understand there is to
be a Commandant appointed?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Certainly, but he is subject to the orders of the Commandery and the Commander-in-Chief.
Genebal Pollitt, of New Jersey: But, Commander, does he not command this
army?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Certainly, to that extent.
Col. Job E. Hedges, of New York: Commander, I rise to differ with my friend,
Brother Pollitt, and to speak in favor of the report of the committee. In doing so,
I desire to preface my remarks by saying that I yield to no man in this room in my
appreciation of the destinies and possibilities of the Order, the solemnity of its ob
As I understand it, this Order is formed
ligation, or the sanctity of its principles.
not for the purpose of having simply an organization of sons of veterans, but that
we should have an organization of sons of veterans to perpetuate an^idea.
That
idea is this: To properly appreciate and demonstrate our appreciation of a histori
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cal event, and, in the light of that, to stimulate manhood and patriotism.
Now. if
that be so, remarks upon this floor are relevant simply and solely as they tend

toward that end. I therefore ask this Encampment to carry ont the ideas of the
committee, and so frame their organization that while we enjoy the blessings of
Let us do
peace we may be prepared, if necessary, for sterner facts hereafter.
nothing that will divorce a man's idea or mind from the obligation he took here. I
speak with deference in the presence of my friend of the Grand Army. No one
appreciates more than I do the recent great Encampment: but I say that every
regulation, every word added to our Constitution, Rules and Regulations not bear
ing simply and solely upon the proposition that a man while doing this or adopting
that regulation must think of the realities of citizenship, makes this organization a
form and not a substance.
I have not had so full an experience as other members
of this Order, but I can conceive of localities where the privileges of entertainment
and instruction are not as great as in other localities, where a military organization
might add to the interest and increase the work of the Camp. But if that is so. it
should be used as the incident and not as the great framework of the organization.
This organization is the only one outside of the Grand Army of the Republic and
the National Guard, as I understand it, that predicates duty to the Government be
fore duty to the fellow-member; and when men are brought to us we want them to
come with quickened impulse, pulses beating harder and warmer, and when they
leave us they are manlier men, nobler men, and better appreciate their duty, not
only past but present; men who, in their lives, can read the great duties they owe
to the future. Whatever we do in the way of aggrandizement and self-adornment,
whether we believe in that for ourselves or not, ( I notice there are not half a dozen
men in this Encampment

unadorned with military insignia, which is proper enough,
notice also that others can come in here with just as much warmth and devo
tion, just as much sincerity, just as much manhood.) let us do nothing that will
divorce from the mind of the man who does not read history the events on which
our Order is established, or else the Order will simply be a great, top-heavy organi
zation.
Col. C. D. Jones, of Kansas: Commander, I believe I would be recreant to the
trust placed upon me by the Kansas Division if I did not make a few remarks in
support of the motion made by General Pollitt. The remarks made by Colonel
Hedges in regard to the military features of the organization, and in regard to keep
ing alive the memory of the events of 1861-'fi5, find a hearty response in my heart.
I believe we are also to keep alive the spirit of patriotism which moved and actuated
our fathers during that trying period, as well as the mere naked fact that they threw
I believe that by
themselves into the breach in defense of the country's liberties.
the adoption of this resolution you will take away from the great aggregation
from a great per cent, of the membership of this Order
the privilege of coming
in, and dull the spirit and fire of patriotism that comes from the military features
of the Order through the rank and titles we confer. The great aggregation of our
membership will not be found in the uniformed rank. Take, for instance, the order
of the Knights of l'ythias.
You will find hundreds of people who know nothing at
all of the uniformed rank of Knights of Pythias.
There are hundreds and thou
sands of organizations of Knights of Pythias who cannot support a military rank
Now, in the first place, the membership of Camps
simply because of its expense.
will be made to stand still or decrease by the adoption of the military rank. We
have 100,000 sons of veterans brought into our folds by reason of the military
features of our Order.
I believe that is the great attraction. It is true they have
burned into their hearts the spirit and fire of patriotism; they love their country
and their flag; but that fire of patriotism is stirred into flame by the military fea
and

I
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tares of the Order in which they are now permitted to participate.
Do not adopt
a regulation that will prevent any portion of the Order from participating in these
military features. It is said that in times of war patriotism will take care of itself.
In times of peace it needs to be nurtured and cared for. We do not want to take
away from the Camps of the country unable to adopt this military rank the right
to enjoy the military features of the organization.
The appearance of sons of vet
erans in uniform meets with the hearty approbation of everybody, and I do not be
lieve in depriving any portion of the Order of the right to so appear. I do not
believe, however, that it is necessary to our success, or that the only exponent or
indication of our patriotism is the wearing of a pink ribbon or a badge.
I believe
there are many here to day loyal to our principles and our Order who. with the great
body of our membership, do not look upon it as necessary to take out of the Order
at large that which gives it more force and strength than anything else, in order to
establish this military rank; who do not think it is wise to take away from the boys,
who perhaps through poverty are unable to get into the uniform rank, the oppor
tunity to rise to the position of Captain or Colonel. I believe they are all entitled
to that opportunity by reason of the services of their fathers.
Beo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I want to make just one suggestion.
This committee was appointed one year ago to revise the Constitution.
They have
brought in a report here. There is danger now that the enthusiasm created by the
gray-haired sire who arose and said he wanted to retain it as it is, is liable to defeat
the report of that committee, after they have given it a year's consideration and we
are giving to it but a few moments. That is a thing wo ought to hesitate about
doing. When old men in the ranks of the Sons of Veterans have, for the benefit
and good of this Order, given a particular subject a year's study, and come to us
with a report embodying their conclusions, we ought not at a moment's warning
step in and say, " We are better versed in the matter and better prepared to deter
mine it than you.'" If we do that, we are putting up a moment's thought against a
This committee has formulated a Constitution, Rules and
year's consideration.
Regulations, and their work must be considered as a unit. If we cut it to piec:-,
or strike out the middle of it, its harmony is destroyed, and all hope of its success
There is danger that the enthusiasm created is about to destroy
ful working gone.
the result of the labors of the committee, when that work ought to stand. It ought
to be given a trial. If it does not work well, we can amend it at any Commanderyin-Chief Encampment ; and we can, if we desire, return to our present status. If
after a trial it is a change that brings about good results, we will thank this com
mittee and be very grateful to them; if it does not work as well as its friends hope,
it can be amended.
The members of the committee have been in the organization
since I first knew it, and they were old members then.
They understand the work
ings of the organization, and are able to judge of its needs. I believe the only way
to bring about an improvement in the organization is to give heed to the sugges
tions of this committee. It has been stated upon this floor by some brothers that
we are demoralized: that we are not in the military line: that we are not drilled and
dressed as we should bo in the different Divisions.
If the changes recommended by
tbia committee will bring about improvement in these particulars, I say let us adopt
them.
Let us at least try them.
It will cost nothing to try them; it will cost noth
For that reason
ing to return to where we are to-day if they are not satisfactory.
we ought to stand by the committee.
You selected them out of many to do this
work, and they have labored faithfully and intelligently; they have discussed pro
and con the propositions advanced here to-day, and their judgment concerning them
is better than ours
better than mine, at least — and I intend to stand by the com
mittee.
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Bbo. H. G. Oqden, of Indiana: Commander, Colonel Jones has spoken about the
boys being deprived of the opportunity to win the titles Captain and Colonel. It
seems to me the titles "Camp Commander" and "Division Commander" are just as
honorable, and a man with either of those titles would have just as much power and
standing among men, and among their own brothers, as if called Captain or Colonel.
Now. in regard to Colonel Jones's comparison of other military orders: The Sons of
Veterans is, to a greater or less extent, and always has been, a military organization.
The Inspector General's report shows it is becoming more and more a military or
ganization, and the expense of changing this Order into a military organization is
not to be compared to the advantage to be derived from sentiment created and les
In the next place, these other orders are expensive: they cost each
sons taught.
That will not be the case in the military rank of the
member from $75 to $100.
Sons of Veterans. In regard to these two branches of the Order working harmoni
ously, I see men upon this floor now who do not believe in the Sons of Veterans as a
strictly military organization, but I see no difference in the respect and attention ac
corded to them when they rise and stand upon this floor to address the Commauderyin-Chief.
They are treated just as well as the man with a uniform on. Whatever
may be our ideas upon this question, whether military men or otherwise, we stand
upon this floor on terms of perfect equality, and so we will be when we have the mili
tary rank in the organization, whether we belong to it or not.
Genekal Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, let me ask the chairman of the
committee a question: If it is not the intention to make the present Camps civil or

ganizations?
Chaibman Bbown: No, sir.
Bkotheb Swain, of New York: Commander. I believe I stand here upon this floor
the only representative wearing the badge we are entitled to wear under the terms
I will say that the Post system has not sent any one here to
of the consolidation.
reorganize this Order. This reorganization has come from within yourselves, but
if this committee's report is adopted the old Post system of New York will come
into the ranks and back up this order, and it will flourish in the State of New York
as it never has flourished before. I hope, for that reason, this report will be adopted.
I think the military rank, as is fully provided, should come in as a secondary mat
ter. As to the matter of uniform, it is talked of as though it would be $100 or $200I think, for about $12 a uniform can be had that is infinitely better than the more
expensive ones.
Genebal Maocabe. of Massachusetts: Commander, I simply want to make an ex
The impression seems to prevail that we are not to be military or semiplanation.
As a matter of fact, the titles of First Sergeant and
military in our formation.
Quartermaster Sergeant are retained, so that we can, on parade, "fall our com
pany in," and the First Sergeant and Quartermaster Sergeant can act as file-closers,
I
whether marching in Company front or in fours. Now, I am a military man.
in
the
so
far
as
the
ain
and
Camp
titles
are
Capt
The
only
changed
appreciate that.
The uniform is unchanged. The same
First and Second Lieutenants are concerned.
uniform that I have the honor to wear now I will wear in this military rank. I de
sire to dispossess the mind of anybody here that we are aiming to strike the mili
We are only trying to do away with the rude
tary features from this organization.
military organization that now exists and insisting upon the formation of a mili
tary rank that will not be a heterogeneous collection of "kids" in Derby hats and
linen coats. We are to have just the same uniform as now, but we are to have it in
rank.
Lyon, of South Dakota: Commander, Brother Maccabe says we are to
Tetain the titles of First Sergeant and Quartermaster Sergeant in the Camp. Now.
the proposed military

Colonel,
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suppose the individuals that hold those positions in the Camp do not join the mili
Yon have a double-header! Now, while I am on the floor, it
tary rank, then whatf
seems to be the sentiment, throughout the Western Divisions at least, that there are
certain necessary changes to be made in the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
This discussion amounts to nothing; we have wasted nearly the whole afternoon,
and I think we had better lay aside this portion of the report, to be acted upon
when we get through with the other recommendations, and let the committee pro
ceed.

The

Commandeb-in
Chief: Major General Loebenstein. will you take the chair?
General Loebenstein took the chair.
Commandeb-in-Chief Webb, of Kansas: General Loebensteiu, and brothers, it
seems to me there has been a great deal of talk this afternoon without a full under
standing of the report of this committee. I had the honor to sit with the committee
in New York when a portion of this Constitution was revised.
I will not permit
any brother in this room, whether he wears a uniform or not, to go ahead of me in
He cannot do it. But I do believe that if the report of the committee
patriotism.
were better understood there would be less opposition to it. I am proud to wear —
I think I have it on at this time — the regulation uniform of the Sons of Veterans,
as prescribed by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and when I shall step
down and out of the high office with which you have honored me, I shall take off the
rank straps of a General, wear my badges, and (I trust, if the report of the commit
tee is adopted, and if permitted ) wear the blue uniform that my father wore before
I want to say to you now that I am in full sympathy with the report of this
me.
committee. As I understand it, the Camp to which I belong is not affected in any
manner by the report of the committee, so far as military rank is concerned; but if
my Camp, with a sufficient number of members, desires to procure uniforms, arms,
and equipment, they may make application to the Commandant, who shall be ap
pointed if this section of the report of the committee prevails, to have a military
in my old age do not feel like marching
company, and they may have it. But if
along the street, or putting on the uniform of a General, or a Colonel, or a Captain,
\ if I am entitled to wear either,) I can come with my little blue uniform, as an hum
ble member of this organization, and sit in the meetings of my Camp, and in all t he
other meetings of the organization.
That is what I understand is meant by the re
port of the committee, and those of my brothers who desire to maintain the military
want them to know it. I want them to succeed.
I do not want to
organization,
see an organization composed exclusively of officers and no privates, which is the
present tendency. Your fathers did not belong to that kind of an army. If your
father was a Captain he was supposed to have 100 men under him. His company
was composed of a First and Second Lieutenant, a First Sergeant, four duty Ser
geants, and eight Corporals, the balance all privates, "and it was a military organiza
tion.
When you saw a column moving along the street you did not see a company
of officers; it was a company of men; and if it had not been for the men the officers
could not have accomplished the great work of putting down the rebellion. Now
I have not much more to say to you. I do not want you to think I desire to impress
upon you my views, or that I want you to accept my views any further than they
may seem to you to be correct and right; but I have my own opinions, and I would
not be true to myself if I did not express them.
If you understood thoroughly the
Let
report of this committee, I do not see how you could think it objectionable.
the Camps that want to be military Camps organize as such, uniform as such, and
in all things conform to the United States army regulations with reference to uni
forms, arms, and equipments. Let the Commandant who shall be appointed over
this military organization, be subordinate to the Commander-in-Chief of the organ

I
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of the Sons of Veterans be the highest law,
it will be
all right.
That is my judgment about it. I may be wrong, but I give it to you for
what it is worth, after four years and three months' experience in the anny, and nine
years' experience in the Order of the Sons of Veterans.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I believe no other man in the organi
zation of the Sons of Veterans had more to do with bringing in the military features
that now exist in our Constitution than myself, and the reasons that prompted me
to do it still control my conduct in this organization.
I believed that the military
rank, and the opportunity to meet and drill and wear a uniform, would be an attrac
tion to the young men eligible to the Order. We got them in after a severe fight.
We were, whipped at Grand Rapids, but we went down to Buffalo and the Eastern
fellows let us have a few things jast as a sort of a poultice, but when we got to Des
Moines it was in our own country, and we just took all we wanted, put the military
titles in. and they are in there now.
Commandee-in-Chief Webb: And I helped do it.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: When our eminent Commander-in-Chief was
Commander of the Third Grand Division, we thought just as much of him, and he
did just as eminent service for the organization, as if he had the rank and title of
Major or Lieutenant General. He did not have it then. We put that in there to
Now, I am just as much interested in maintaining that
have the military feature.
as any man in this Encampment; but I want to say that those men in our organi
zation who are military men have arrived at the point of desperation, and they will
not put up with any more.
They are going, to have a military rank of the Sons of
Veterans, and if this Commandery-in-Chief does not take the military branch under
their control and encouragement, there will be a military branch of the Sons of
Veterans, willy nilly — not in rebellion, not in opposition, but the military boys are
going to have something they can be proud of. We simply ask the Commanderyin-Chief to father us. The question is, whether you will have military details that
conflict, or whether you will not. It seems to me the Commander of an organization
that is thoroughly armed and equipped, a regiment of Sons of Veterans or uni
formed rank, should have the title of Colonel, rather than "Commander of a Divi
sion." It seems to me eminently fitting that the military commander should have
the military title and rank.
The State Commander should bo called the Commander
of a Division, or Division Commander. There is another vital and important point
— we feel it in Chicago more than anywhere else, and I am now speaking for my
own people.
For the last two years, in the city of Chicago, we have not made a net
gain of 100 members in the Sons of Veterans. Our Camps are all uniformed and
equipped, and we are, in fact, a little regiment; we are so thorough in our military
work there that the older men of the organization will not come with us. Only those
who want to be soldiers will come into our organization, because, they say, "We do
not want to wear a uniform and carry a gun, and those boys are thoroughly mili
tary, and they do not want men in their Camp who will not do it." Now. give us
The
an opportunity to form Camps where we do not have to be strictly military.
Constitution, as presented by the committee, will give us that opportunity; it will
give us the opportunity of bringing in the elderly men who are anxious to come
with us, but who do not want to wear a uniform; they feel out of place if they do
not have one on when the rest do. We want to provide for them, and at the same
time maintain all the good and grand features of our present military organization,
something we can be proud of. This is a military age;
only making it stronger
If we do not have
even the mutual insurance companies have their uniform rank.
a military rank, we will be behind the times, and the sons of Union veterans should
Let us maintain our Order as we ought to.
never be behind the times.
ization.

Let the Cominandery-in-Chief

as the report of this committee in all things provides, and it seems to me
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Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York: General, I had not intended to speak upon this
subject because I did not want to take up your time, but General Abbott has said
something that stirs me up, and I cannot sit still any longer. He said that there are
brothers in this Order who threaten to go out of it if they cannot get a certain
I say if there are any such here let them get out. We do not want any man
thing.
of that kind.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I rise to a point of order. I did not
I said we would have the military rank, whether it was inside
say any such thing.
the Order or not.

Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York: General, I understood General Abbott to say
there were brothers who said if they could not have the military rank in the Order
of the Sons of Veterans, they would get out of the Order and form one of their own.
Col. W. E. Bundi, of Ohio: General Lobenstein, I rise to a point of order. If a
brother makes any objection to any remarks uttered on the floor of the Commandery, the objectionable language must be submitted in writing.
Tue Presiding Offioeb: The chair decides the point of order well taken.
Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York: I want to say if there is anybody in our Order
to-day who cannot live under our present Constitution, who is not satisfied with an
order whose object is to keep alive the memories of our fathers, that Bays, live for
patriotism and good citizenship, then I say this Order is better off without them.
I believe this committee has done a great and a good work. I would not stand here
for one moment to injure any brother in this Order, least of all would I injure my
friend from Kansas, or my friend from New Jersey. I would sooner cut off my right
hand than injure one member of Hugh C. Irish Camp, but I fail to see how they are
injured by the action of this committee. In their meetings they will call their pre
siding officer Commander instead of Captain, but when they are drilling he will be
their Captain, and they may call him Captain if they like. They may preserve their
uniform even without going into the military rank, and if they care to go beyond
that they may enter the military rank and there get an absolute warrant as a com
missioned officer.
There is no change made here that I can see, except a mere
of
nomenclature
in a few offices. The formation of the Camp remains the
change
same.
They are privileged to be uniformed or un-uniformed — I believe they are
Where is the change?
What is the
required to be uniformed when they parade.
trouble?
Shall the labors of this committee go for naught, or shall we look for and
endeavor to find some reasonable ground for action?
I
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I rise to a question of privilege.
either stated what I did not intend to state, 'or General Weeks misunderstood me:
and if I did make the statement as he understands it, I want to correct it. I cer
tainly did not want to say that any son of a veteran would go out of this organi
zation. I simply said that the sons of veterans who are in the Order have for two
or three years contemplated the organization of a military rank outside of the Order.
They would still have to be members of the Sons of Veterans in good standing, but
That
they would have their uniform rank simply independent of the Commandery.
If I said otherwise I misspoke myself.
is all I wish to say.
E. W. Kba'CKOWIzeb: General, I think we have had. within the last two hours, a
demonstration of the fact that every one of these questions have been discussed
carefully and even heatedly in the committees. The judgment of the committees
has been addressed to these questions in detail, and what they have matured is the
I want to say if these reports cannot be received on
result of careful consideration.
this basis they might as well not be received at all. It does not follow that the re
port of a committee must be accepted, but it is fair to say that when nine men of
varying ideas and understandings have reached a conclusion on these questions
their conclusions are entitled to some weight. If the present Constitution had pro
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duced a condition of affairs in our Order such as we would like to have, and we were
200,000 strong instead of 56,000, then it might be well to say, "Let things remain as

are-

but inasmuch as we are, in some re
I think it is wise, where this
committee has agreed upon a plan, to try it. Therefore, I hope the report of the
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations will be adopted.
Col. Geo. Van Houten, of Iowa: General, it is no disparagement to this committee,
or any other committee, that the Commandery-in-Chief does not see fit to approve its
every recommendation. If they have devoted n year to this labor, instead of going all
around the question and debating every other question except this, they might give us
a few reasons why the particular change made in this section of the report should
be adopted. It is a peculiar fact that those who favor the change are very generally
from great centers of population.
We have no objection to allowing the people in
the large centers of population to make their organization as they desire it, but we do
protest that the weak Camps should not have the little military they now possess taken
If it is necessary to retain the ufflcers, the First Sergeant, Quar
away from them.
termaster Sergeant, and Corporal, why take away the titles of Captain, Lieutenant,
and Colonel?
It will take us years to become acquainted with the change, and un
less some better reason is given for it than I have yet heard, I shall vote against the
adoption of this section of the committee's report.
Col. J, H. Hinckley, of Massachusetts: General, I move the previous question.
Col. Moses P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: General, I second the motion.
Gen. O. B. Bkown, of Ohio: As a member of this committee, I would like to say
one word.
I ask unanimous consent to be heard for one moment. [Cries of "Con
sent."] I just want to say one thing. You have already adopted a military rank.
That military rank may be made up of companies composed of one or more Camps.
If you do not adopt our report, then you must rescind your action on the military
rank, because we have arranged it so the military titles of Colonel, Captain, etc., and
those of the other officers, are all preserved in the real military organization.
The Presiding Officeb: The previous question has been moved and seconded.
The question is: Shall the main question be now put? Those in favor of the mo
tion will signify the same by saying Aye.
Those opposed, No. The ayes appear to
The question now,
have it. The ayes have it, and the previous question is ordered.
as I understand it, is on the motion to non-concur in this section of the report
Those in
of the Committee on Revision of Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
favor of the motion will signify the same by saying Aye. Those opposed, No. The
noes appear to have it. The noes have it. and the motion is lost. As I understand it
now, brothers, the motion of General Pollitt having been lost, this section of the re
port of the committee is adopted. Proceed with the regular order.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: General, objection having been raised, under the
resolution adopted this morning, the matter is still before us; and I move you there
fore, in order that the record may be perfectly clear, that this section of the report
of the committee be now adopted.
Col. Moses P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
.
The chair put the question, and the motion was agreed to.
Chaibman Bkown: Now, in the same section of the same article, strike out the
word "ten," at the beginning of the fifth line, and insert in lieu thereof the word
"twenty," so the clause will read, "on application in due form, of not less than
twenty persons eligible to membership," etc. The whole section will then read:
they

do not let us try experiments;''

spects, at our wits' end to maintain our organization,

CHAPTER II.— Camp Constitution.
ARTICLE I.— Formation.
Section 1. A Camp may be formed by the authority of the Division Commander,
acting by direction of the Commander-in-Chief, on application made in due form,
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of not less than twenty persons eligible to membership in the Sons of Veterans, and
no Camp shall be recognized by the Sons of Veterans unless acting under a legal
and unforfeited charter.

Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: General, as I understand it, the effect of that is
that it takes not less than twenty persons to compose a Camp. I am opposed to
that. I move to amend this part of the report of the committee by striking out the
word " twenty" and inserting the word ''ten."
Col. F. P. Cobbick. of Nebraska: I second the motion.
Col. J. VY. Newton, of Indiana: General, I desire to state the reason why I make
this motion.
My experience as a Division Commander is that in many communities
you will not find over 20 or 25 young men eligible to the Order, and I believe it is
bad policy to take in every young man that is eligible, as a charter member.
The
lowest number that you can have for charter members is best for the future success
of that Camp. Let each man who joins the Order above 10 come in in the regular
The charter members then have the practice which familiarizes them with the
way.
minutia of the ceremonies and the affairs of the Order, and those who come in will
themselves
become efficient, and so learned in it that they will make their Camp a
good one.
E. W. Kbaceowizeb, of Wisconsin: General, I rise to a point of order. My point
of order is that Brother Bundy, in order to avoid any questions, moved the adoption
of section 1 of that article, and it was adopted. Hardly had it been adopted when
Brother Newton got up and thought " twenty " should be changed to " ten." I would
not think of insisting upon my point of order if it was not for the fact that the three
committees worked together as anxiously as dootors over the birth of a child, and
we all agreed we should stand together, and that agreement is violated by this mo
tion.
do not think Colonel Newton intended to violate the agreement, but I do
not think his amendment should prevail at this time. I therefore insist upon my
point of order, that section 1 of article I was adopted as a whole, without any ques
tion, and that it must stand as it is.
The Pbesitjinq Offices: I understand this to be a different recommendation,
and will overrule the point of order.
Col. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: General, I want to call Brother Newton's
attention to the fact that if his amendment prevails, and 10 men can form a Camp,
that 12 men are required in your Camp organization, exclusive of Camp Council. I
submit that fact for his earnest consideration as well as for the rest of the brothers
in the Encampment.
Gen. Clay D. Hebod, of Kansas: General, my experience as Colonel of the Kan
sas Division for two years and as Adjutant General for the past year is this: In the
cases of disbanded camps, 100 or over in the year, in nearly every instance it has
been the weak Camps that went down, the Camps that started out weak, that started
out with barely 10 members; and when a Camp goes down in any community it
hurts us worse in that region than if there had never been one. Therefore I am in
favor of this recommendation of the committee.
Colonel O'Bbien, of Nebraska: General, I believe that Colonel Corrick, who com
mands the Division of Nebraska, seconded Colonel Newton's motion for the reason
that he knows how hard it is in some sections of his Division to get enough to organ
ize a Camp. He is a hustler, and he gets everybody he can who is eligible, and I
believe that is the reason why he seconded Colonel Newton's motion. I am in favor
of placing the number of charter applicants at the lowest possible figure, for about
the game reason, but I am not in favor of placing it at a lower number than the
number of officers necessary to carry on the business of the Camp, nnd I desire to
offer an amendment to the amendment, striking out the word " ten." and inserting
the word "fifteen."

I
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I second the amendment of Colonel O'Brien.
The chair put the question, and the amendment to the amendment was agreed to.
The chair put the question on the amendment as amended, and the amendment
General Abbott, of Illinois:

as amended

was agreed to.

The Presiding Offices: The question is now on the adoption of the section
recommended by the committee, as amended by the Commandery, which the chair
man of the committee will read.
Chairman Bbown read the section as amended, as follows:
Section 1. A Camp may be formed by the authority of the Division
acting by direction of the Commander-in-Chief, on application made
of not less than fifteen persons eligible to membership in the Sons of
no Camp shall be recognized by the Sons of Veterans unless acting
and unforfeited charter.

The Pbesidino Offices: If there is no objection,
Is there objection? The chair hears none,

adopted.

Commander,
in due form,
Veterans, and
under a legal

the section as amended
and it is so ordered.

will

be

Proceed

with the report.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 2 of the same article. Strike out all after the word
"and,v in the sixth line, and insert in liou thereof the following: "Ten days' notice
in writing given to every member of the Camp, delivered personally, or by mailing
such notice addressed to his last-known place of residence, and also to the Division
Commander." The section will then read:
Sec. 2. No charter shall be surrendered by any Camp so long as ten members
thereof demand its continuance; nor unless a proposition to surrender the charter
shall have been made at a stated meeting at least four weeks before the time of ac
tion, and ten days' notice in writing given to every member of the Camp, delivered
personally, or by mailing such notice addressed to his last-known place of residence,
and also to the Division Commander.

The Pbesidino Offices: If there is no objection, this section will be adopted.
Is there objection?
The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Proceed.
Chaibman Bbown: In section 3 there is no change, and it is as follows:
Sec. 8.

Camps shall rank from date of muster.

The Pbesidino Officeb: The chair hears no objection, and the section is adopted.
Chaibman Bbown: Article II, "Admission to Membership."
In the fifth line of
section 1, strike out the word "age" and insert the words "date of birth," and strike
out the word "father's" where it occurs and insert "ancestor's," and strike out all
after the word "and" at the top of page 7 of the old Constitution, and insert in lieu
thereof, "if unable to state the foregoing facts, then it shall be sufficient to state of
what Post of the Grand Army of the Republic his ancestor was or is a member."
The section will then read:

ARTICLE II.

— Admission to Membebship.

Section 1. Every application for admission to membership shall be in writing,
and shall, in detail, upon the blanks furnished by Commandery-in-Chief
headquar
ters, give the applicant's date of birth, birthplace, residence, and occupation; his
ancestor's name and rank; the company, regiment, or ship to which his father be
longed; and if unable to state the foregoing facts, then it shall be sufficient to state
of what Post of the Grand Army of the Republic his ancestor was or is a member.

Colonel O'Brien, of Nebraska: General, I move to amend by adding to this sec
tion reported by the committee the words: "Proof that the ancestor belonged to the
Union Veteran League, or was an original companion of the first class of the Loyal
Legion of the United States of America, or the Union Veterans' Union."
As it is now,
an applicant can prove to what Post of the Grand Army his father belonged, and I
claim that the sons of members of these organizations are just as much entitled to
membership by virtue of their fathers' recognition by and admission into these other
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organizations, as they are by virtue of his belonging to the Grand Army of the Re
public. As to the Loyal Legion, I mention particularly original companions of the
first class as distinguished from companions of the first class by inheritance. Orignal companions of the first class are those only who held commissions in the army
I ask that this be added to
during the late war, and their sons are sons of veterans.
'the section.
Capt. J. Roote, of Missouri: General, I seoond the motion.
was not
The chair put the question on the amendment, and the amendment
to.
agreed
The Pbesidino Offices: If there is no further objection, the Bection as reported
by the committee will be adopted. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Chaibman Bbown: Section

2 is

unchanged, and reads:

Sec. 2. The application shall be presented at a stated meeting, and be recom-.
mended by a member of the Camp, who shall vouch for the applicant's eligibility.
It shall then be referred to a committee of three, of which number the member
recommending shall not be one, for investigation and report.

The Presiding Officeb: There being

no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: In section 3, insert after the word "application" in the third
line the words, "and the moral character and standing of the applicant," and strike
out all after the word " recommend " in the third line, and insert in lieu thereof the
words, "the election or rejection of the applicant, at a meeting subsequent to their
The section will then read:
appointment, by indorsement upon the application."

Sec. 3, The committee shall make careful investigation of the facts set forth in
the application, and the moral character and standing of the applicant, and shall
recommend the election or rejection of the applicant at a meeting subsequent to
their appointment, by indorsement upon the application.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, this section is adopted as
reported.
Col. F. P. Cobbiok, of Nebraska: General, as I understand it, that will entirely
prohibit the granting of special dispensations.
Col. J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: No, sir; dispensations are provided for
fully and at great length in another chapter.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 4 is not changed, and reads:
Sec. 4. After the reading of the report, the Camp Commander shall give an op
portunity to any brother having objections to the election of the applicant to state
If, on a count of the
the same, after which a ballot with ball ballots shall be had.
balls deposited, it appears that not more than 20 are cast, and two or more of them
are black, the candidate shall be declared rejected; but if more than 20 are cast, an
additional black ball for every additional 20 shall be necessary to reject. If a less
number of black balls than above provided be cast, the candidate shall be declared
elected, and no reconsideration of a ballot shall be had after the Camp Commander
has announced the result thereof. But should the result of a ballot be unfavorable,
and the Camp Commander suspect any mistake, he may, at his discretion, before
declaring the vote, order a second ballot, the result of which shall be final.

The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection, this section is adopted as
reported. .
Chaibman Bbown: Section 5, on page 8. In the fifth line strike out the words,
"as provided in section 3, article II," and strike out the word "shall" in the third
line from the bottom of the section, and insert in lieu thereof the word "may." The
section will then read:
Sec. 5. If any applicant be rejected, his admission fee shall be returned, and he
shall be forever after ineligible for admission to any other Camp of the Sons of
Veterans without the consent of the Camp rejecting him, and not again eligible in
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A second application
any Cnmp until six months after such rejection.
made in the same form, and subject to the same condition as the first.

may

be

The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, this section is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: I want to call attention now to the fact that has been spoken
of. that all through the Constitution the words Colonel and Captain have been
changed to Division Commander and Camp Commander, and in the same way, with
out calling especial attention to it. First Lieutenant is changed to Senior Vice-Com
Now, old section G of
mander and Second Lieutenant to Junior Vice-Commander.
this article is stricken out entirely. The reason for this is, it frequently happens
that men are blackballed on account of no lack of qualifications for membership,
but as the result of entirely different and not commendable reasons.
The Presiding Officeb: There being no objection, the action of the committee
in striking out section 6 of this article is concurred in.
Chairman Bbown: Section 7, now section 6. Strike out all after the word "treas
ury" in the tenth line, so that the section will read as follows:
Sec. 6. Each applicant, upon his election, shall be at once notified thereof in
writing, and on presenting himself for membership shall be properly mustered.
But unless he present himself for muster within three mouths from the date of such
notice, his election shall be void, and al] moneys which may have been required by
the Camp to accompany the application shall be forfeited to the Camp treasury.

The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, this section is adopted as
reported.
Chairman Brown: Section 8. now section 7. After the word "to" in the first lineat the top of page 9, insert the words "and receive," so that the section will read:
Section 7. A member elect shall pay. before his muster, an admission fee of not
less than $1.50, which shall accompany the application.
Upon his muster-in, he shall
be presentod with a badge, and shall subscribe to and receive a copy of this Consti
tution, Rules and Regulations, and the by-laws of the Camp.
The Presiding Officeb: There being no objection, this section is adopted as
reported.
Chairman Bbown: Old section 9 of this article is stricken out entirely.
The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, the action of the committee
in striking out old section 9 is concurred in.
Chaibman Brown: Now we come to article III, "Admissions of Brothers from
other Camps." The first recommendation of the committee is, to strike out the
filial "s" in the word "admissions" in the title; and next, to add to section 1 the
words, "except that the facts stated in such transfer card in respect to the appli
cant's eligibility, by virtue of his ancestor's military service, shall be treated as con
clusive of such fact; and, if such applicant be elected, he shall be admitted without
The section will then read:
remuster or taking anew the obligation."

ARTICLE III.

Admission of Brothers from Other Camps.

Section 1. A brother having a valid transfer card may be admitted into any
Camp, or readmitted to the Camp which granted the transfer card, by a three-fourths
vote, after his name has been proposed, referred and reported upon as in the case
of an applicant for membership; or he may be a charter member of a new Camp,
except that the fact stated in such transfer card in respect to the applicant's eligi
bility, by virtue of his ancestor's military service, shall be treated as conclusive of
such fact; and, if such applicant be elected, he shall be admitted without remuster
or taking anew the obligation.

The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, section
adopted as reported by the committee.

1

of article

III

is

Ill
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Chaibman Bbown: Section

2 is

not changed,

and reads as follows:

Each Camp may establish such admission fees to be paid by brothers
joining by transfer as they may think proper, not exceeding the amount required
for recruits.
Seo. 2.

The Pbebidino Offices: There being

no objection,

this section is adopted as

reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Article IV, "Leaves of Absence, Transfer, and Discharges."
The final letter "s" on the word "leaves" in the title is stricken out. Section 1 is
unchanged except as to Captain and Camp Commander, and reads:

ARTICLE IV. — Leave of

Absence, Tbansfeb,

and Dischaboes.

Section 1. Any brother applying to his Camp, either in person or by letter, for
a leave of absence shall be granted the same by the Camp Commander, attested by
the First Sergeant, under seal, and good for a specified time, not exceeding six
months, commending him to the good offices of all brothers of the Order, providing
he has faithfully discharged all duties enjoined upon him. and has paid in advanoe
all dues for the time specified in the leave of absence.
Any Camp giving relief to a
needy, worthy visiting brother shall indorse the amount upon his leave of absence,
and shall also at once notify the Camp of which he is a member.

The Pbebidino Offices: There being no objection, this section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 2. Strike out all after the word "seal," down to and
including the word "transfer" in the thirteenth line, and add after the word "Order"
in the last line the following: "Until admitted into another Camp, or until such
transfer becomes an honorable discharge, the holder thereof shall be subject to the
jurisdiction of the Camp or Division issuing such transfer." The section will then
read:
Sec. 2. Any brother against whom no charges exist, and who has paid all debts,
shall, on written application to the Commander of his Camp, at a stated meeting of
the Camp, receive a transfer card, duly signed by the Camp Commander, attested by
the First Sergeant, and under seal. If, at the expiration of one year, he has not been
admitted to any Camp, the transfer card shall be void, and the holder shall be con
sidered as honorably discharged from the Order. Until admitted into another Camp,
or until such transfer becomes an honorable discharge, the holder thereof shall be
subject to the jurisdiction of the Camp or Division issuing such transfer.

The Pbebidino Offioeb: There being no objection, this section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 3. In the fourth line strike out , the words "some
subsequent " and insert " the next stated," and after the word " pecuniary " in line
eight insert the words "or other," and also strike out the words "being mustered
in ■ in the third line from the bottom, and insert in lieu thereof " without the cere
mony of muster." The section will then read:
Sec. 3. Any brother in good standing, on written application to the Camp Com
mander of his Camp, at a stated meeting of the same, shall receive at the next
stated meeting an honorable discharge, duly signed by the Camp Commander, at
tested by the First Sergeant and under seal: Providing, That at the time of such
application there are no pecuniary or other charges against him on account of the
Camp. A brother thus discharged can be received again only in the same manner
as an applicant for original membership, but upon his election he may be admitted
without the ceremony of muster, upon taking anew the obligation of membership.

The Pbesidino Offioeb: There being no objection, this section will be adopted
as reported by the committee.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 4. Strike out the words "full force," in the last line
of this section, and insert in lieu thereof the words, "the same force as though
granted by a Camp," so the section will read:
Sec.

4.

Members of disbanded Camps, who were in good standing at the time
—12
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such dissolution, shall receive from their Division Commander, attested by the Di
vision Adjutant and under seal, transfer cards, which shall have the same force as
though granted by a Camp.

The Pbebidinq

Offices: There being no objection, this section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Now, the committee recommend that the following be added
to this article IV, a new section as section 5, to wit:
Sec. 5. Leave of absence and transfer cards shall contain a space for the signa
ture of the brother to whom the same is granted, and leave of absence and transfer
cards shall be void unless signed by the holder thereof in the presence of the Camp
Commander or First Sergeant of the Camp granting the same; if granted by the
Division Commander, it shall be signed by the holder in his presence, or in the
presence of some officer or brother designated by the Division Commander for that
purpose. The officer or brother in whose presence such leave of absence or trans
fer card is signed shall attest the signature of the holder thereof.

The Pbksidinq Officer: There being no objection, new section 5 is adopted as
reported by the committee.
Chaibman Bbown: Now we come to article 5, "Meetings."
In section 1. line 10.
strike out the words, "and take the chair,-' so that the section will read —
E. W. Kbackowizek. of Wisconsin: General, I understood there was an amend
ment to that section saying, that stated meetings of each Camp shall be held at least
twice a month, of which meetings one shall be regularly devoted to historical and
patriotic exercises under direction of the Chaplain.
Chaibman Bbown: Brother Krackowizer is correct. We have that on a slip of
paper here, and I failed to read it. I will put that right in here. The committee
also recommend
to insert in the second line of this section the word "twice" be
tween the words "least" and "monthly," and to add the following words after the
word "monthly:" "Of which one shall be in part regularly devoted to historical and
patriotic exercises under the direction of the Chaplain, as provided by the ritual.'"
Now, the whole section will read:
Section 1. Stated meetings of each Camp shall be held at least twice monthly,
of which one shall be in part regularly devoted to historical and patriotic exercises
under direction of the Chaplain, as provided by the ritual. The Camp shall be
promptly opened at the time specified, providing a quorum of members in good
In case the Camp Commander is absent, the next elective
standing are present.
officer in rank shall assume command, and if the Camp Commander and Senior and
Junior Vice Camp Commanders are all absent, the Senior Past Captain present shall
In case no Past Captain is present, any member may be chosen
assume command.
to preside by a majority of the members present,
Cox.. W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: Would it not be better to make that semi-monthly,
instead of twice monthly?
Col. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: There is no objection to that.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: General, I object to that section for this rea
son: Out in the "cow " counties where I come from it will work a hardship to a great
number of our Camps. It is much better to leave it optional with the Camps as to
how often they shall meet.
They can meet twice now if they want to.
Col. Geo. H. Sheike, of Minnesota: General, we would lose ten or more Camps
in Minnesota before the next Commandery-in-Chief meeting if you make it compul
sory that we meet twice a month.
Col. Moses P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: I move we do not concur in that recom
mendation.
Col. Geo. Van Houten, of Iowa: I second the motion.
Col. Geo. W. White, of Illinois: General, I move as a substitute for the motion of
Brother O'Brien that we strike out the word "twice" in the section as reported by
the committee and insert in lieu thereof the word "once."
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I second that motion.
Chaibman Bbown: I would state, brothers, that this clause is put in at the sug
gestion of Brother Krackowizer and the Committee on Ritual. It was made to pro
vide for two meetings a month for the reason that the new Committee on the Ritual
is about to require, as I understand it, that the Chaplain shall at least once a month
perform some duties in the way of historical and patriotic exercises — duties or in
struction of that kind — and how that could be arranged if the Camp only had one
meeting a month we did not understand; whereas if there are two meetings, one can
be devoted to the regular business of the Camp and the other to those exeroises t o
be conducted by the Chaplain, as provided by the Committee on Ritual.
Bso. Habby S. Thompson, of Massachusetts: Why make it compulsory?
Col. Geo. W. White, of Illinois: With the consent of my second I will withdraw
my motion.
The Presiding Offices: The question is on the motion to non-concur in this
section of the Constitution as reported by the committee. As many as are in favor
of the motion will signify the same by saying Aye. Those opposed, No. The ayes
appear to have it. The ayes have it. The motion is agreed to, and the report of
the committee is non-concurred in.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: General, the reason was this: Brother Hedges
made some remarks which were very much to the point, that if it was neoessary —
Capt. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: General, I rise to a point of order. Brother
Krackowizer is out of order, because the report of the committee was non-concurred
in, and the only thing that can be done now is to read another section.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: General, I merely call attention to an omis
sion that was being made by the chairman of the committee.
Chaibman Bbown: This is the situation, as I understand it to be now: The sec
tion as reported not being concurred in, is recommitted to the committee, the
Now, the committee,
Commandery refusing to indorse tha semi-monthly clause.
after consultation, report the section again, having modified it to suit the views of
the Commandery, so that it reads:
Sec. 1. Stated meetings of each Camp shall be held at least monthly, etc.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: But I understood the chairman of the com
mittee to say that he had, by oversight, failed to read the following words: " Of which
one shall be in part regularly devoted to historical and patriotic exercises, under the
direction of the Chaplain, as provided by the ritual; " and, in support of that, I want
to be heard.
Chaibman Bbown: We will make that in our report.
The Peesidinq Offices: The chair holds that the action of the Commandery
leaves the section as it now is in the Constitution.
Chaibman Bbown: But the committee desires to report the section as modified,
Col. Chas. K. Dablinq, of Massachusetts:

to wit:
Section 1. Stated meetings of each Camp shall be held at least monthly, of which
one shall be in part regularly devoted to historical and patriotic exercises under the
direction of the Chaplain, as provided by the ritual. The Camp shall be promptly
opened at the time specified, providing a quorum of members in good standing are
present. In case the Camp Commander is absent, the next elective officer in rank
shall assume command, and if the Camp Commander, and Senior and Junior Vice
Camp Commanders are all absent, the Senior Past Captain present shall assume
command. In case no Past Captain is present, any member may be chosen to pre
side by a majority of the members present.
Gen. Clay D. Hebod, of Kansas: General, I move that the words "of which one
shall be in part regularly devoted to historical and patriotic exercises under direc
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tion of the Chaplain, as provided by the ritual,"' be stricken out of the section as
reported by the committee.
Col. William A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: General, I second the motion.
Chairman Brown: The Committee on Ritual asked our committee to put that in
there.
It is there at the request of the Committee on Ritual. Their ritual conforms
to it; they think they must have one meeting a month where the Chaplain does
something.
Bbo. H. 8. Thompson, of Massachusetts: General, I move as an amendment to the
amendment, that we have such a meeting at least once in three months.
Gen. Clay D. Hebod, of Kansas: I withdraw my motion.
I did not understand
the situation.
Col. Moses P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: I desire to offer the same motion that the
I object to his withdrawal of it, in other
Adjutant General has just withdrawn.
words.
Col. C. E. Holmes, of New York: General, I second the motion.
Gen. H. B. Baoulett, of West Virginia: General, I rise to a point of order. My
point of order is, that the chair cannot entertain two motions at the same time.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: General Loebeustein, and brothers, the sec
tion has now been read and has been objected to, and I think I may be permitted
to give the reason for the section. It does seem to me that once a month, if possi
ble, or at least once a quarter, we should find it in our hearts, and by our Constitu.
tion be compelled, to hold some meeting devoted almost exclusively to the patriotic
It does seem to me that, unless
exemplification of our duties under our obligation.
we introduce something of this kind, we have very little reason to exist except to
drill. If we have reason to exist other than to be merely an organization, we should
cultivate the virtues that we claim to be so everlastingly proud of.
Col. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: I think if Brother O'Brien will withdraw
his motion, and we reconsider the motion made by Brother Krackowizer to hold
If Brother
meetings semi-monthly, we could discuss this question intelligently.
O'Brien will withdraw his motion, I will move to reconsider the vote on Brother
Krackowizer's motion.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: It is not necessary to have two meetings a
month; but the thing is in such a tangle I don't know what motion to make to
straighten it out.
Chairman Bbown: No, the thing is not tangled up a bit. Here is the way the
new section will read, proposed by the committee, as amended:

ARTICLE

V.— Meetingb.

Section 1. Stated meetings of each Camp shall be held at least monthly, of which
one shall be in part regularly devoted to historical and patriotic exercises under the
direction of the Chaplain, as provided by the ritual. The Camp shall be promptly
opened at the time specified, providing a quorum of members in good standing are
In case the Camp Commander is absent, the next elective officer in rank
present.
shall assume command, and if the Camp Commander and Senior and Junior Vice
Camp Commanders are all absent, the Senior Past Captain present shall assume
command. In case no Past Captain is present, any member may be chosen to pre
side by a majority of the members present.
Now these exercises are to be short and historical. It is so that these historical
shall not be gone through with more than once a month. Now you want
to adopt this just as it is, if you want that kind of a ritual, and if you don't want it
you must vote against it.
Col. Moses P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: General, I withdraw my motion, with the
consent of my second.
exeroises
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Col. C. E. Holmes, of New York: As the second of Colonel O'Brien's motion, I
consent to its withdrawal.
The Pbesiding Offices: There being no objection, this section stands adopted
in the form last reported by the committee. Is there objection?
The chair hears
none, and it is so ordered.
General Brown will proceed with the reading of the re
port.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 2. In the fifth line strike out the word "six," and
insert in lien thereof the word "seven," so that the section will read:
Sec. 2. Special meetings may be convened by the Camp Commander whenever
in his judgment the interests of the Camp demand it, and on the written request of
not less than seven members he shall promptly issue a call for the same.

The Pbesidino Offices:

There being no objection, this section is adopted as

reported by the committee.
Chaibman Bbown: Section

3 is

not changed,

and reads:

Sec. 3. The call shall specify the object for which the meeting is convened,
no business shall be transacted except that specified in the call.

and

The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection, this section is adopted
reported by the committee.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 4 is not changed, and reads:

as

Sec. 4. After the business of any stated or special meeting has been transacted
and the Camp closed, it shall not be reopened except by general consent; but if any
member has left the Camp room, it shall under no circumstances be reopened, al
though the desire to do so may be unanimous.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, this section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 5 is stricken out entirely, and section 6 becomes sec
tion 5 of the article as reported by the committee. It is not changed, and reads:
at

Sec 6. Seven members qualified to transact business shall constitute
any stated or special meeting.
The Pbesidino Offices:

There being no objection, the action
out section 5 of article V is concurred in, and the
adopted as reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Now, we come to article VI, " Officers, etc.''
mendation is to strike out "etc." in the title to this article; next,
whole of section 1 and insert in lieu thereof the following:

in striking

a

quorum

of the committee
new section 5 is
The first recom
to strike out the

ARTICLE VI.— Officebs.
Section 1. The officers
Camp Commander. Junior
master Sergeant. Sergeant
of the Guard, Camp and
elective members.

The Pbesidino

of eaoh Camp shall be Camp Commander, Senior Vice
Vice Camp Commander, Chaplain, First Sergeant, Quarter
of the Guard, Color Sergeant, Principal Musician. Corporal
Picket Guard, and a Camp Council consisting of three
*

Offices:

There being no objection, section

1

of article

VI

is

adopted as reported by the committee.
Chaibman

Bbown: Now, the committee recommend the addition of

a new

section

to this article, as follows:
Sec. 2. The officers
section of this article.

The Pbesidino

of

a

Offices:

Camp shall take rank in the order named

in the first

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.

Bbown: Now we come to article VII, " Nomination and Election of Of
ficers, etc."
The first recommendation of the committee is to strike out the words,
"nomination and" and "etc." in the title, so that it will read, "Election of Officers;"
Chaibman
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next, strike out the whole of section
that the title and section will read:

ARTICLE VII.

1,

and insert in lieu thereof the following, so

Election

op

Officebs.

Section 1. The Camp Commander, Senior Vice Camp Commander, Junior Vice
Camp Commander, and a Camp Council consisting of three members, shall be
elected at the first stated meeting in December, by ballot, unless a ballot be dis
pensed with by unanimous consent. They shall be installed into their respective
offices at the first stated meeting in January following.
Notice of such election
shall be given by the First Sergeant, personally or by mail, to each member of the
Camp, at least five days before such election. If from any cause the election is not
held the first stated meeting in December, it shall be held at the first meeting of the
Camp thereafter. No brother more than six months in arrears for dues, and no
brother indebted to the Camp on account of fines, shall be entitled to vote until
suoh dues and fines nre paid.
as

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, this section will lie adopted
feported by the committee.
Ciiaibman Bbown: Sections 2 and 8 are not changed, except as to the names of

officers,

and read:

Sec. 2. Vacancies in the list of elective officers may be filled at any stated meet
ing, notice being given of the proposed election at least one stated meeting prior
thereto.
Sec. 3. The Camp Commander of the Camp shall, on his accession to the office,
appoint the Chaplain, the different Sergeants, the Principal Musician, the Corporal
of the Guard, a Camp and Picket Guard.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being

no objection,

sections

2 and 8

of article

VII

are adopted as reported by the committee.

Ciiaibman Bbown: The committee add a new section to this article, to be known
section 4. as follows:
Seo. 4. A Camp may. by a two-thirds vote of the members present, declare vacant
the position of any elective officer who has absented himself for four consecutive
stated meetings: Provided, That personal notice has been given the delinquent offi
cer at least five days before such intended action, and notice thereof has been given
to the members of the Camp at least five days prior, either personally or by mail.
This section shall not apply to officers on leave of absence.
The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, new section 4 to article VII
as

is adopted as reported by the committee.

Chaibman Bbown: Article VIII, " Duties of Officers and Staff." The committee
report recommending to strike out the words "and staff " in the title to thiB article,
and change '"Captain" to "Camp Commander" in section 1, so that the whole shall
read:

ARTICLE VIII.

Duties of Officebs.

Section 1. The Camp Commander shall preside at all meetings of the Camp, and
shall preserve order and decorum therein. He shall enforce a strict observance of
He shall de
the Constitution and By-Laws, and all orders from proper authority.
cide all questions of order without debate, subject, however, to an appeal to the
Camp. It shall be his duty to detail all officers and appoint all committees not
otherwise provided for, sign all orders or requisitions made on the Quartermaster
Sergeant, or Camp Council, for appropriations of money or any property of the
Camp, and perforin all other duties pertaining to his office. At all elections the com
manding offioer of the Camp shall act as judge, and he shall appoint as tellers two
members, who are not candidates, to assist him.

The Pbesidino

Offices:

reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section

There being no objection,
2 is changed

only

as

this section is adopted as

to the names of the officers,

and

reads:

Sec. 2. The Senior Vice Camp Commander and the Junior Vice Camp Commander
shall nssist the Camp Commander in preserving order and decorum in the Camp,
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and shall perform such duties as are required of them by this Constitution and the
ritual of the Order. The inner entrance or door to the Camp shall, under the orders
of the Camp Commander, be in the special charge of the Senior Vice Camp Com
mander.

The Pbesidino Offioeb: There being no objection, this section will be adopted
reported by the committee.
Chaibman Bbown: In section 3, line 4, insert after the word "Camp" the words,
"conduct burial services and the ritualistic ceremonies on Union Defenders' Day, as
well as those allotted to the Sons of Veterans on Memorial Day, and have charge of
the historical and patriotic instruction of the Order;" and, in line 6, strike out the
comma after the word "memorial," so that the section will read:
as

Sec. 3. The Chaplain shall assist in conducting the ceremonies prescribed by the
work of the Order; he shall officiate at the opening and closing of the Camp, con
duct burial services and the ritualistic ceremonies on Union Defenders' Day, as well
as those allotted to the Sons of Veterans on Memorial Day, and have charge of the
historical and patriotic instruction of the Order; he shall make an annual report of
deaths and Memorial-Day services to the Division Chaplain, at least 10 days prior
to the Annnal Encampment of the Division, and perform such other duties as are
required of him.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, this section will be adopted
reported by the committee.
Chaibman Bbown: Now, strike out section 4 entirely, and insert in lieu thereof
the following:
as

Sec. 4. The First Sergeant shall attest, with the seal of the Camp, all orders,
commissions,
circulars, staff warrants, and other documents issued by the Camp
Commander, and shall, after the last regular meeting of the Camp in each quarter,
make out, on blanks furnished by the Adjutant, duplicate quarterly reports, one
copy of which shall be forwarded to the Adjutant at Division headquarters on or
before the 10th day of the following month, the other copy to be placed on file in
the Camp.
He shall draw all requisitions upon the Quartermaster for the expendi
ture of money, upon the order of the Camp, and submit the same to the Camp Com
mander for his approval, keeping a book for that purpose.

TnE Pbesidino Officer: There being no objection, this section will be adopted
by the Committee.
Chaibman Bbown: Now, strike out section 5 entirely, and insert in lieu thereof
the following:
as reported

Sec. 5. The First Sergeant shall keep, in books properly prepared: First, The
Constitution and By-Laws of the Camp, to be subscribed to by every candidate on
Second, A descriptive book, containing the date of muster,
becoming a member.
name, date of birth, birthplace and residence of each member; also, his ancestor's
military record, and other facts upon which his eligibility to membership is based.
Third, A minute-book, in which shall be kept an accurate record of the proceedings
of all meetings of the Camp, which shall be read at the succeeding meeting. Fourth,
An order file-book, in which shall be kept files of all orders issued by the Camp
Commander, the Commander of the Division, and the General Orders of the Com
mander-in-Chief. Fifth, A "black-book," in which shall be kept the names of all dis
honorably-discharged members of the Camp: also, the names of nil such as they are
published from time to time in Division or General Orders. Sixth, A roll-book, in
which shall be kept, first, a roll of the officers of the Camp, and a roll of members,
and the signature, post, name, number, and location of all obligated members of the
G. A. B.

The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection, this section will be adopted
by the committee.
Chaibman Bbown: Now, insert as section 6, the following:

as reported

Sec. 6. The First Sergeant shall conduct the correspondence of the Camp, keep
copies of all reports made by him, preserve and file all correspondence coming into
his hands, and perform such other duties as pertain thereto, and upon his retirement
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from office, shall promptly turn over to his successor the«eal of the Camp, and all
books, papers, blanks, and other property of the Camp in his possession.

The Presiding Offices:

There being no objection, this section will be adopted

as reported by the committee.

Chairman Bbown: Old section 6 now becomes section 7 in article VIII, as re
ported by the committee. Strike out the word ''more" in the third line; strike out
the words "the general" in the fourth line; strike out the word "other" in the fifth
line, and insert after the word "Sergeant" in the seventh line the word "signed;"
and after the word "from" in the ninth line insert the word "the;" in the tenth line
insert the word "the" before "Captain;" and in the last line but one of the section
add the letter "s" to the word "paper," making it read "papers;" and make the
The section will then read:
changes from "Captain" to "Camp Commander," etc.
Sec. 7. The Quartermaster Sergeant shall hold such of the funds of the Camp as
are required for its immediate use.
He shall hold and have charge of the property
of the Camp not otherwise provided for; shall fill all requisitions drawn by the
First Sergeant, signed and approved by the Camp Commander, and he shall not
pay out any money except upon requisition in due form from the First Sergeant,
countersigned by the Camp Commander, and a receipt upon this requisition shall be
his voucher of authority and disbursement ; shall keep the accounts between the
Camp and its members; shall collect all moneys due the Camp, giving in all cases
receipts therefor; shall notify all members in arrears; shall furnish the First Ser
geant with the receipts prior to the close of each meeting; and, at the next stated
meeting after the close of each mouth, render to the Camp a detailed account of the
transactions of the month, and the money balance in his hands.
He shall perform
all such other duties as pertain to his office, and on his retirement from the same
shall promptly turn over and deliver to hi6 successor, who shall receipt for the
same, all the funds, books, papers, and other property of the Camp in his possession.

The Presiding Officeb: There being no objection,

the section as reported is
adopted.
Chaibman Bbown: Old section 7 now becomes section 8. It is unchanged, except
that the word "Guard," on the top of page IB, is made to read "Guards." The sec
tion is as follows:
Sec. 8. The Sergeact of the Guard, the Corporal of the Guard, and the Camp and
Picket Guards, shall perform such duties as are prescribed by the ritual, or the orders
of the Camp Commander.

The Pbesidino Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.
Chairman Bbown: Old section
as follows:

8 becomes

section

it.

It

is not changed,

and reads

Sec. 9. The Color Sergeant of the Camp shall, under the direction of the Quarter
master Sergeant, have charge of and be responsible for the preservation and safe
keeping of the several flags and colors of the Camp.

The Pbesidino Officer: There being no objection, the section is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Brown: Old section !) is stricken out entirely, and in lieu of it the
committee recommend the insertion of the following as section 10:
Sec. 10. The Principal Musician shall, under the direction of the Quartermaster
Sergeant, be responsible for the preservation and safe-keeping of the property of
the Camp used by the band and drum corps.

The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection, new section

10 is

adopted

as reported by the committee.

Chairman Bbown: Section

10 is

unchanged, except that it becomes section

Sec. 11. No property of the Camp shall be loaned, except by consent
Camp or Camp Council in writing, approved by Commanding Officer.

11.

of the
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There being no objection, the section is adopted as

read.

Chairman Brown: The noxt is article IX, "Camp Council."
Strike out sections
which will make sections 3 and 4, 1 and 2. In section 8, now section 1,
strike out the word "all" in the fifth line, so that the section will read:
1 and 2,

ARTICLE IX.—

Camp

Council.

Section 1. The Camp Council shall be charged with the general care and supervis
ion of the investment of the surplus funds of the Camp, and shall be responsible
for and look after its material welfare.
It shall be their duty to devise and recom
mend measures for preserving and increasing the funds of the Camp; to make its
investments, leases, and other contracts; secure a place of meeting; settle and dis
pose of all disputed accounts between the Quartermaster Sergeants and members of
the Camp; examine and pass upon all accounts and bills incurred by any officer or
committee of the Camp; examine the books, vouchers and other papers of the differ
ent officers at their pleasure, and all books and accounts shall be open to the inspec
tion of the Camp Council on demand.
The Camp Council shall keep a record of
their proceedings, and at the end of each quarter shall render a full and complete
report in writing, showing their transactions and the financial condition of the Camp.
The Presiding Offices:

There being no objeotion, the section is adopted as

read.

Chairman Brown: Section
and it reads:

4 becomes

section

2,

" Captain " is changed to "Camp

Commander,-'
Sec. 2.
not serve

The Camp Commander, First Sergeant and Quartermaster Sergeant shall
on the Camp Council.

The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection,

the section as reported is

adopted.

Chairman Brown: Article X, "Rank and Command," is stricken out.
The Presidino Officer: There being no objection, the action of the committee
in striking out article X is concurred in.
Chairman Brown: Article XI, "Fines," is unchanged, except that it becomes
article X.
It is as follows:
ARTICLE X.— Fineb.
Section 1. Camps shall have power to provide by-laws for imposing fines for
neglect of duty on all officers, special committees, or members.
Sec. 2. For the non-payment of fines, a member may be suspended or dropped,
in the same manner and form as provided for in the case of the non-payment of dues.
The Presiding

Officer:

Thete being no objection, the section is adopted as

read.

Chairman Brown: Article XII, " Elections," is stricken out entirely.
The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, the action of the committee
striking out article XII is concurred in.
Chairman Brown: Article XIII, "Visiting and Relief Committee," now becomes
article XI.
Strike out the word "Captain-' in the first line, and insert "Chaplain,"
and strike out the words "First and Second Lieutenant," and insert "Senior Vice
Camp Commander and Junior Vice Camp Commander," so that the section will read:

ARTICLE XI. — Visiting and Relief Committee.
The Chaplain, Senior Vice Camp Commander, and Junior Vice Camp
Commander, shall constitute the Visiting and Relief Committee of the Camp.
They
shall promptly visit all members of the Camp reported sick; they shall carefully
keep themselves
informed as to his circumstances and needs, if any, of assistance,
and shall report to the Camp the condition of the case, and their advice as to the
same.
In case that, it is from any cause impossible for any of the members of the
committee to visit a sick member of the Camp, they shall, without delay, deputize a
member of the Camp who can and will attend promptly and faithfully to the duty.
Section

1.
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The Peesiding Officee: There being no objection, article XI is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Article XIV, " Special Committees," now becomes article XII.
It is unchanged, except the substitution of ''Camp Commander '' for " Captain,'and

reads:

ARTICLE XII.— Special Committees.
Section 1. The Camp Commander shall appoint all special committees. The
person first named on the list shall act as chairman, until another is chosen by the
committee. No member shall be appointed to serve on any special committee un
less present at the time of appointment, or, if absent, has previously given his assent
to be so appointed.
The chairman shall promptly call his committee together, and
they shall, without delay, transact their business, and report in writing, signed by a
majority of the members.
Any member appointed on a committee shall be excused
from serving, if at the time of his appointment he is a member of two other com
mittees.
No committee shall be discharged until all the debts legally contracted
by it are paid.
The Peesiding Offices: There being no objection, article XII is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bhown: Article XV, "Religion and Politics,'" now article
changed, and reads as follows:

XIII.

is un

ARTICLE XIII.— Religion and Politics.
Section 1. The Order being strictly non-sectarian and non-political, the intro
duction or discussion of sectarian or political topics within the Camp is strictly
prohibited, under penalty of a tine, suspension, or expulsion from the Order.
The Presiding Officee: There being
reported.
Chaibman Bhown:
changed,

no objection,

article

XIII

is adopted as

Article XVI, "Application for Office." now article XIV, is un

and reads as follows:

ARTICLE XIV. —Application fob Office.
Skction 1. No officer or past officer of the Order shall, under any circumstances,
affix his official signature to any recommendation or application for a political posi
tion, or one of a political character.
The Pkehidino Officeb: There being no objection, article XIV is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Article XVII. "Secrecy," now article XV. Section 1 is stricken
out.
The Peesiding Officeb: There being no objection, the action of the committee
in striking out section 1 of article XVII is concurred in.
"
Chaibman Bbown: Section 2 now becomes section 1. Strikeout the word same
in the second line, and insert in lieu thereof the words "secret and unwritten work
of the Order," so that the whole will read:

ARTICLE XV.

Seobecy.

Section 1. Any member who shall make the secret and unwritten work of the
Order, or any part thereof, public, or shall divulge the names of members causing
the rejection of applicants, or any information as to the means and cause of such
rejection, or shall in any way divulge any of the private affairs of the Order, shall,
on due conviction, be dishonorably discharged.
The Pbesiding Officeb: There being no objection, article XV is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Article XVIII. now changed to article XVI.
word "and." in the second line on page 21, so that it will read:

Strike out the

ARTICLE XVI.— Relief Fund.
Section 1 . A relief fund, for the assistance of needy soldiers, saiiors. and marines,
and the widows and orphans of deceased soldiers, sailors, and marines, or relief of
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members of the Order, may be established by each Camp, and any donations to this
*
fond shall be held sacred for snch purposes.

The Presiding Officeb:

There being no objection,

article

XVI

is adopted as

reported.

•

Chairman Bbown: Article XIX, "By-Laws," now article XVII, is not changed, ex
" Division Commander," and reads:
cept "Colonel of Division" to

ARTICLE XVII.

By-Lawb.

Section 1. Camps may adopt by-laws for their government, subject to the ap
proval of their Division Commander, and not inconsistent with this Constitution
and the general rules and regulations of the Order.
The Presiding Officeb:

There being no objection, article

XVII

is adopted as

reported.

This disposes of the Camp Constitution.
Now. we come to
Division Constitution, article I. Strike out the whole of section 1 and

Chaibman Bbown:
chapter

III,

insert in lieu thereof the following:

CHAPTER III.— Division Constitution.
ARTICLE I.
Section 1. Whenever five Camps exist in any State or Territory, the same may
be organized as a Division.
Whenever there exists in any State or Territory a less
number of Camps than five, the same may be attached by the Commander-in-Chief
to some organized Division for jurisdictional
purposes.
The Pbesidino Officeb:

There being no objection, this section is adopted as

reported.

Chaibman Bbown: Section

2

is not changed, and reads:

Sec. 2. Each Division under the direction of the Commandery-iu-Chief
Koverned by a Division Encampment, so long as it acts in conformity
charter and the powers given to it.

The Presiding

Officer:

shall be
with its

There being no objection, this section is adopted as

reported.

Chairman Bbown: Now. the committee recommends
this article, as follows:

a new

section, to be section

3 of

Sec. 3. Whenever there exists, in two or more adjacent States or Territories, five
Camps, and there are not a sufficient number of Camps in any one of such States or
Territories to form a Division, the Commander-in-Chief may, in his discretion, cre
ate a Division composed of two or more States or Territories.

The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objeotion, new section

reported.

Chairman

Bbown:

Article

II,

adopted as

In

the first subdivision
and in the second sub
division insert after the word "Colonels" in the third line the words "Past Division
Commanders:" and in the fourth subdivision strike out the word "final" in the fifth
line.
The whole will then read:
strike out from the parentheses

"Membership,"

section

3 is

1.

the word "Aides-de-Camp,"

ARTICLE II.

Membership.

Section 1. The membership of the Division Encampment shall be made up as
follows: First, Its own elective and appointive officers (except Assistant Inspectors
and non-commissioned staff), and its sitting Camp Commanders.
Second. All Past

Commanders-in-Chief, all Past Grand Division Commanders, and all Past Colonels
and Past Division Commanders in their respective Divisions, who have served for a
fall term of one year, or having been elected to fill a vacancy, shall have served to
the end of the term, so long as they remain in good standing in their respective
Third, All Past Camp Captains who have served for a full term, or having
Camps.
been elected to fill a vacancy, shall have served to the end of the term, so long as
they remain in good standing in their respective Camps.
Fourth. Representatives
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elected by ballot by the several Camps of the Division, in the ratio of one for every
100 members
hi good standing, and an additional representative for a fraction of
more than one-half of that number: Providing, That each Camp in the Division,
whatever its number, shall be entitled to elect at least one representative.

Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: General, where it speaks about electing by
ballot. I want to ask if the chairman is through with that ?
Chaibman Bbown: Yes. sir.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: I want to object to that paragraph standing
as it is.
I object to the words "one hundred.-' I desire to increase the representa
tion. I want the Division Camps to elect delegates on the basis of one delegate for
I do that because in the western country
every 50 members instead of every 100.
where we have small Divisions we have small Division Encampments, from the fact
that our Camps are all small. The larger Encampments we can get. the more en
thusiasm there is, and the better it is for the Order and for the several Camps. I
therefore move to strike out, the words ''one hundred" and insert the word "fifty"
in the fourth subdivision of the section as reported by the committee.
Gen. Clay D. Hebod, of Kansas: General, I second the motion.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: General, the argument which my friend
Lyon presents is worthy of consideration; but on the other hand, the great rank and
file of the Divisions throughout the United States are made up of over 100 Camps.
That is the fact. The committee considered this question at length last February.
It was adopted that the representation of the " House of Lords," so-called, of which
I am an unworthy member, was to be wiped out of existence, and we were to have
an active representation from the Camps proper and from the Division proper,
rather than a lot of tin-foil like myself, who come in by virtue of past rank. The
great problem was how we should go to work to make our conventions not too
large nor too small: because, take if you please. Massachusetts, we are manufactur
Our convention has become large
ing there at the rate of fifty-odd Captains a year.
and unwieldy, so much so that we have had to hire one of the large convention halls
in the city in which to meet, and it was not large enough; we could not expedite
business.
Where we could formerly do the business in one day, and do it so it would
be of as much value and substantial merit as it is now. it takes two days, practically.
Those happy days are gone by when we could transact the business promptly.
Now.
I submit on the other hand, there is an argument in the position of my brother
Your
Lyon in regard to the representation that must be taken into consideration.
committee did weigh it very carefully, and after six months' deliberation, after sleep
ing over it, and chewing over it, and praying over it, and doing everything over it.
in fact, we arrived at the conclusion we had better let well enough alone, leave the
representation as it was, and trust to the Lord in the future.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: General, the most serious objection I see to changing
the basis of representation is this: I do not know how it may be in other Divisions,
We have four dele
but in Iowa the Division pays the expenses of its delegates.
if the number were increased to eight, and we had to go east to Washing
ton, I do not see how the expense could be borne.
Gen. Clay D. Heuod, of Kansas: This is on the representation of Camps in the
Division.
Gen. J. B. Maicabe, of Massachusetts: The same principle applies to the Camps
in Massachusetts. They pay the expenses of their delegates, and they have not got
any more money than the law allows.
The Fkesidino Offices: The question is on the motion to strike out the words
"one hundred" and insert the word "fifty." Those in favor of the motion will say
Those opposed, No. The noes have it, and the motion is lost. There being
Aye.
no further objection, the section is adopted as reported.

gates, and
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Chaibman Bbown: In section 2, after the word "oflioers," in line 6, strike out
down to and including the word "Camps" in line 9; so that the section will read:
Sec. 2. The Representatives of the several Camps to the Division Encampment,
and an equal number of alternates, shall be nominated and chosen at the same time
and in the same manner and form provided for in the election of Camp officers; and
they shall serve during the year commencing on the 1st day of January following.

The Presiding Offices: There being no objeotion, the section is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 3. In line 8, strike out the word "all,'' so that the sec
tion will read:
8ec. 3. All delegates of the Division Encampment, including their alternates, shall
be furnished with credentials under seal of their respective Camps, signed by the
Camp Commander and First Sergeant, and immediately after the election a list of
those entitled to seats in the Division Encampment, including alternates, shall, under
seal, be forwarded from each Camp to the Adjutant of the Division, the same to be
duly signed by the Camp Commander and First Sergeant.

The Fbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 4. In line 3, strike out the word "shall " and insert the
word "may," and after the word "filled" in the fourth line strike out the words, "in
manner and form prescribed under section 2, article VII, of the Constitution, for the
government of Camps," and insert in lieu thereof the words, "at any stated meeting
of the Camp." The section will then read:
Sec.

4.

Any vacancies that may occur in the duly-elected representation of the
Division Encampment may be filled at any stated meeting of

several Camps in the
the Camp.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection,
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section

5

the section is adopted as

is not changed, and reads:

Sec. 5. The number of representatives to which each Camp is entitled shall be
determined by the First Sergeant's report last preceding the election ( September 30).

The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection,
reported.

III,

Chaibman Bbown: Article

"Meetings."

Sections

the seotion is adopted as
1

and

2 are

not changed,

and read:

ARTICLE III.— Meetings.
There shall be an annual meeting of each Division Encampment, be
1 and July 10 of each year.
Sec. 2. At the said meeting provision shall be made for the stated yearly meet
ing of the succeeding year, and a day (between the above-named dates), place and
hour designated.
Due notice of said meeting shall be sent to each Camp at least
four weeks prior to the time named for the same.
Section

1.

tween January

The Pbesidino

Offices:

There being no objection, sections

1 and 2

of article

III

are adopted as reported.

Chaibman Bbown:

In

seotion

3,

strike out all after the word "thereat," in line

7,

so that the section will read:

Sec. 3. Special meetings may be convened by order of the Division Commander,
by and with the advice and consent of the Division Council: Providing. That no
business except that named and specified in the order for such special meetings shall
bt transacted thereat.

The Pbesidino Offices:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.
Chaibman

Sec.

4.

Bbown:

Section

4

is amended so as to read as follows:

Due notice of a proposed special meeting shall be given to each member
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of the Division Encampment at least two weeks prior to the time named for the
same, and the notice shall set forth clearly the emergency and the specified business
to be transacted.

The Presiding Officer: There being no objection,
reported.
Chaieman Brown:

The committee recommend

a new

the section is adopted as

section.

3, as

follows:

Sec. 5. A majority of all the officers and representatives reported present and
entitled to vote in the Division Encampment shall constitute a quorum for the trans
action of all business.

The Presiding Offices:
reported.
Chairman

Bbown:

There being no objection, new section

The committee recommend

a new

section,

5

6, as

is adopted as
follows:

Sec. 6. The Division Commander shall each day during the sessions of the Divi
sion Encampment detail one member thereof to act as officer of the day, and another
to act as officer of the guard. Whenever it shall appear that a quorum is not pres
ent at any session of the Division Encampment, all business shall be suspended
until a quorum is present. The Division Commander shall have power, and it shall
be his duty, to cause absentees to be brought into the Encampment by the officer of
the day and the officer of the guard, and those officers may make such details to as
sist them in the performance of their duties as may be necessary.

The Pbebidino Offices: There being no objection, new section 6 is adopted as
reported.
Chaikman Bbown: Article IV, "Division Officers." Strike out the present arti
cle and insert in lieu thereof sections 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6, recommended by the committee,
as follows:
ARTICLE IV. Division Offioeks.
Section 1. The officers of the Division shall consist of a Division Commander,
Senior Vice-Commander, Junior Vice-Commander, a Surgeon, a Chaplain, an Adju
tant, a Quartermaster, an Inspector, a Mustering Officer, a Judge Advocate, and a
Division Council of three elected members.
The Pbesiding Officer: There being no objection, new section 1 is adopted a*
reported.
Chairman Brown: Section 2, as follows:
Sec. 2. The Commander, Senior Vice-Commander, Junior Vice-Commander, Di
vision Council, Representatives to the Commandery-in-Chief, and an equal number
of alternates, shall be chosen at the yearly stated meeting of the Division Encamp
ment, and a majority of all the votes cast shall be necessary for a choice, except for
members of the Division Council and delegates to the Commandery-in Chief, who
Such election shall be conducted as follows:
may be chosen by a plurality vote.
The Adjutaut shall call the roll of the Division officers, and each officer shall announce
the candidate of his choice.
The Adjutant shall then call the roll of the Camps
When each Camp is called, the Commander of such Camp, or the
numerically.
chairman of its delegation, shall rise and announce the vote of his Camp. If any
member of a Camp shall request it, the names of the delegates from such Camp
shall be called, and each delegate, respectively, shall then arise and announce the
candidate of his choice.

The Pbesiding

Officer:

reported.
Chairman Brown:

Section

There being no objection, new section
;i is as

2 is

adopted as

follows:

Sec.
The officers thus elected shall enter upon their respective duties imme
diately upon their installation, and they shall hold office until their successors are
duly elected and installed.
3.

The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, section
ported.
Chairman Brown: Section 4 is as follows:
Sec. 4. Any vacancies which may

3 is

occur in the elective officers

adopted as re

of the Division
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Encampment may be filled by the Division Council for the unexpired term, and in
the meanwhile the officer next in rank shall, under the direction of the Division Com
mander, perform the duties of the office thus vacated.

The Presiding Offices:
ported.
Chairman

There being no objection, section

Bbown: Section

5

4 is

adopted as re

is as follows:

Sec. 5. The Commander shall appoint a Surgeon, a Chaplain, an Adjutant, a
Quartermaster, an Inspector, a Mustering Officer, a Judge Advocate, a Sergeant
Major, and a Quartermaster Sergeant. He shall also have power to detail any
officer, or past officer, in the Division for any special service or duty connected
with the business of the Division.
The Commander may remove any officer ap
pointed by him for cause at pleasure, subject, however, to an appeal to the Com
mander-in-Chief ; but no such appeal shall render inoperative the order of removal.
Now, at this point, where the officers are elected, Colonel Deckman, of Ohio, has
substitute which he desires to offer.
Col.. C. J. Deckman, of Ohio: General, I was asking the committee for instruc
tions as to the place where this should come in. I have a substitute I desire to offer
for section 1 of article VI of the old Constitution, and I desire to have it incorpo
I will preface
rated in the new Constitution, if it is the voice of the Encampment.
my remarks with this statement of facts: On the first day of this month I mailed to
all the Camps in onr Division this circular of the proposed change.
Up to the
time I came away I only received ISO returns.
Of these, 143 indorsed the change,
and asked me, for them, to use all honorable means to have it incorporated in the
revised Constitution.
Seven of them objected to it without reason. I have several
of those documents down at the hotel.
I hardly supposed we would reach this point
this afternoon or I would have had them here.
The proposed change is to substi
a

tute the following:

Section

ARTICLE VI

- Elections.

1. The Colonel, Lieutenant Colonel, Major and three members of the
Council shall be chosen by ballot, and the persons having the highest
number of votes for any of said offices shall be considered duly elected, as hereinaf
ter provided.
The nomination for these offices shall be made by Camps in the Di
vision who may have candidates, on or before the 30th day of November each year,
and the name of the candidate, office for which nominated, name, number and loca
tion of the Camp to which he belongs, shall be sent under seal of the Camp, by the
First Sergeant, to the Adjutant of t he Division, on or before the first day of Decem
ber, each year.
The Adjutant shall have printed a ticket, containing the names of
all candidate*, for the offices for which they have been nominated, the name, num
ber and looation of his Camp, and send to each Camp in good standing in the Di
vision, on or before the 15th day of December of each year, a sufficient number of
tickets to supply the Past Captains, sitting Captain and delegate or delegates, and two
additional tickets, together with poll-books and t ally-sheets in t riplicate.
Those ent i
tled to vote at such election shall be Past Captains, sitting Captains and delegates,
(and in the absence of the delegate his alternate shall be entitled to vote,) Past Colo
nels, sitting Division officers who are entitled to a vote in the yearly Division En
campment, providing all such persons are in good standing. The election of Division
officers shall take place on the first meeting night in January of each year, immedi
ately after the installation of Camp officers -unless otherwise provided by special
dispensation from the Colonel commanding, which special dispensation shall not be
granted at a date later than the next regular meeting of the Camp. The Camp
Council and First Sergeant shall act as tellers of the election; any vacancies shall be
filled by appointment by the Captain, or officer in command of the Camp.
The
First Sergeant shall, immediately after the close of the ballot, fill out the pollbooks, recording the name and rank of each person entitled to vote and voting,
together with the tally-sheets, showing the number of votes cast for the various
candidates in triplicate, sign and seal the same and have them attested by the tell
ers and Captain or officer commanding, forward one copy to the Division Adjutant,
give one copy to the delegate to the Division Encampment, who shall be required to
take the same to the Division Encampment in case of any contest, and file one, to

Division
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gether with the ballots cast, with the Camp records, to be preserved for one year.
The Colonel commanding, assisted by his Adjutant and Quartermaster, shall, within
10 days from and after 1st day of March of each year, open and compile said vote.
But before opening and compiling said vote, the Colonel commanding shall cause
notice to be given to the different caudidntes of the time and place at which the
same will be done, and at which opening and compilation of the votes the different
candidates, either in person or by written proxy, may be present. If it appears
from the compilation of the votes so cast that two or more persons have the high
est and an equal number of votes for any of said offices, such persons, candidates
for the same office, shall decide the same among themselves by lot, and the Colonel
commanding shall give official notice to the candidates elected, and of the officers
elected, in orders, on or before the 1st day of April of each year.
The Division En
campment, at the stated yearly meeting, shall, under the order of business, ratify
the election of the Division officers thus reported.
Sec. 2.

Sec.

3.

The words "at which they were chosen." shall be stricken out.
The word "Encampment" shall be stricken out.

Article VIII, section 2. This section shall read: "They shall enter upon their
duties immediately after the adjournment of the yearly meeting of the Encampmentand they shall hold office until their successors are duly installed."
I desire to say, ns I said before, that I received replies from 150 Camps in about
12 days, and 143 of them expressed
the desire to have that incorporated in the
Constitution for the benefit of Ohio. I will say to you candidly that for the first two
days and a half of our Division Encampment, nothing was done except electioneer
We have, in Ohio, a military
ing and scheming for the election of Division officers.
organization with the other features of our organization, and we had over 400 tents
at our last fall Encampment; our Camps go there at big expense, and this is to make
the Division Encampment —the field part of it — a success.
With this matter out of
the way, with the election of officers disposed of before we go there, we can put the
Ohio Division not only on top, but we can put it up out of sight.
The Pkesidino Officeb: Does the chair understand Colonel Deckman to move
the adoption of the section as read by him, as a substitute for the section reported
by the committee?
Col. C. J. Deckman, of Ohio: As a substitute for that portion of it; as a substi
tute just so far as it refers to the election of officers.
Bao. W. J. Cabbuh, of Pennsylvania:
I second the motion.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: I would like to say to the Encampment, as one of
the Representatives from Ohio upon this floor, that down in Ohio we do not need
any special legislation from this Encampment for our benefit. We can very easily
We have never yet, nor do we intend to begin now, to ask
take care of ourselves.
the National Encampment to come down there and wash our dirty linen for us, if
we have any.
We will look after our own interests.
We will take care of our own
affairs so far as the Constitution of the general Order will allow. The delegation
from the Division of Ohio is opposed to the substitute proposed by Past Colonel
Deckman.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I simply have to say, in reference to
the matter presented by Colonel Deckman, that the same thing was presented in the
last National Encampment of the G. A. R., and rejected.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: I would like to ask Colonel Deckman one question,
and that is: Does the substitute provide for a majority vote or a plurality vote?
Colonel Deckman: It is just merely a plurality vote.
Buo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: The brother says the delegation from Ohio is not
asking of this Encampment any special legislation for the Division of Ohio, and
Colonel Deckman says by enacting this amendment we will place Ohio out of sight;
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I

think we had better vote it down, as the Ohio delegation is not asking it.
of the other Divisions need it.
Gen. Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: General, I rise to a point of order.
My
point of order is, that it is now after six o'clock, and time to adjonrn.
The Presiding Offices: The point of order is well taken, and unless there is
unanimous consent to proceed, the Commandery will take a recess until 8 o'clock.
Col. C. J. Decuman, of Ohio: With due deference to my friends on the delegation
from Ohio, I say they speak without knowledge of the wishes and desires of the
Division of Ohio. I have advices down at the hotel on this subject, and would have
brought them here for examination had I known the matter would be reached this

therefore,
and none

afternoon.

The Pbehiding Offices: The question is on the adoption of the substitute of
fered by Colonel Deckman.
As many as are in favor of the motion will signify the
same by saying Aye.
Those opposed, No. The noes have it, and the substitute is
not adopted.
There being no further objection, section 5 is adopted as reported by
the committee.
The Adjutant Genebal: I have a communication here from Rev. J. L. Reed,
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, inviting us nil to participate in the relig
ious exercises of that church.
Gen. O. B. Bbown, of Ohio: I move the invitation be accepted, and the thanks
of the Commandery-in-Chief
be returned to the Rev. Mr. Reed.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Genebal Pollitt, of New Jersey: I call for the regular order.
The Pbesidino Offices: The regular order is called for, and the Commandery
will take a recess until 8 o'clock thin evening.

TUESDAY EVENING SESSION.
8 o'clock p. M.
In the absence of the Commander-in-Chief, the Commandery was called to order
by Major General Loebenstein.
Gen. 0. B. Bbown: General, I move the calling of the roll be dispensed with.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Pbesidino Offices: The chairman of the Committee on Revision of the
Constitution. Rules and Regulations will proceed with the report of that committee.
Chaibman Bbown: Article V, "Eligibility of Officers," is stricken out entirely.
The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the action of the committee
in striking out article V is concurred in.
Chaibman Bbown: The provisions of old article VI are incorporated in the sev
eral sections of article IV, already adopted, and we come to old article VII, " Duties
of Officers," which is now article V of the Constitution
as reported by your commit'e*.
Old section 1 is stricken out and a new section inserted, as follows:

ARTICLE V.— Duties of Officers.
The Commander shall preside at all meetings of the Division Encamp
ment.
He shall enforce a strict obedience to the Constitution, Rules and Regulations,
and by-laws of the Division, and shall perform such other duties as are incumbent
Section

1.

upon him.
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The Presiding Officer: There being no objection,

the section is adopted as re

ported.
Chairman Bbown: Section 2 is stricken out and a new section inserted in place
thereof, as follows:
Sec. 2. The Senior Vice Division Commander and Junior Vice Division Com
mander shall assist the Division Commander in the performance of his duties, and.
in his absence or disability, shall assume command according to rank.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as re
ported.
Chairman Bkown: Two new sections are inserted before the present section :-!.
which then becomes section 5. The new section 3 is as follows:
Sec. 3. The Adjutant shall attest the approval of applications for Camp charters,
and all charters, orders, decisions, commissions, rosters, circulars, and other docu
ments issued by the Division Commander.
He shall make, in duplicate, a consoli
dated report of First Sergeants' quarterly reports, and transmit one copy to the
Adjutant General on or before the last days of February, May, August and November
of each year, and file the other copy at Division headquarters. Second. The Adjutant
shall preserve the record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Division Council,
and shall make and preserve an accurate record of the annual and all special meet
He shall, before all meetings of the Division, prepare a roll of
ings of the Division.
all brothers entitled to a vote therein, and shall submit, for the information of those
present at the annual meeting, a written or printed report of the business transacted
by him during his term of office. Third. The Adjutant shall keep in books, properly
prepared- -(1) a register of members, in which shall be entered the date of the ap
proval of each application for Camp charter, date of muster of Camp, the names of
the charter members as shown by the Mustering Officer's report, and the names of
all subsequent members as they are reported each quarter by First Sergeants; (2) a
roster of officers, in which shall be entered each year the names of all Division offi
cers and Camp officers; (3) a commission record, in which shall be recorded the names
of all brothers to whom commissions are issued by the Division Commander, the
date of the same, the date of rank, and the expiration of same; (4) a dispensation
record, in which shall be recorded all dispensations issued by the Division Com
mander; (6) a black-book, in which shall be entered the names of all candidates re
jected by the Camps of his Division, and the names of all dishonorably-discharged
members as published in General Orders; (6) a cash-book, in which shall be kept an
account of all moneys received at Division headquarters for charter fees and per
capita tax. He shall immediately turn over to the Quartermaster all money received
by him belonging to the Division, taking his receipt therefor in the cash-book. (7) A
requisition book, from which shall be drawn all requisitions upon the Quartermas
ter for the expenditure of money, the same to be approved by the Division Com
mander. Fourth. The Adjutant shall keep copies of all reports made by him, and
shall file and preserve all correspondence coming into his hands, and perform such
other duties as may be prescribed by law. Upon his retirement from office, he shall
turn over to his successor the seal of the Division, all books, papers, blanks and
other property of the Division in his possession.
The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection, the section is adopted as re
•
ported.
section,
Chairman Bbown: The committee recommend a new
to be section 4, as
follows :
Seo. 4. The Division Quartermaster shall receive, receipt, and hold in the name
of the Division Commander all moneys belonging to the Division.
He shall also be
the custodian of all supplies and other property of the Division not otherwise pro
vided for. He shall order all supplies for the Division upon order of the Division
Commander, countersigned by the Adjutant.
He shall fill all requisitions for sup
Ho shall not pay out any money except upon
plies from Camps and other sources.
requisition in due form from the Division Commander, countersigned by the Ad
jutant; and shall quarterly render in Division orders a detailed account of the re
ceipts and expenditures for the quarter preceding, together with the cash value of
all supplies on hand.
He shall perform such other duties as pertain to his office.
The Presiding Officer: There being no objection,
ported.

the section is adopted as re
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Chaibman Bbown: Old section 3 is now inserted as section 5. The word ''Colo
in the third line, being changed to "Division Commander," the section reads:

nel,"

Sec. 6. The officers of the Division shall, under the orders and direction of the
Division Commander, perform the duties pertaining to their respective offices, and
such other duties as circumstances may require of them.

The Presiding Offices:

There being no objection, the section is adopted

as re

ported.

Chaibman Bbown : A rticle VIII, " Division Council," on page 26, is stricken out, as
it is provided in another place exactly what they are to do. Now, on page 27 of the
printed Constitution, article IX, " Duties of Division Council."
We have in articlo
V, just read, provisions defining the duties of a Division Quartermaster, and we make
this a part of that same article, adding the four sections of this article to article V,
as sections G, 7, 8, and 9.
There is no change in the duties of Division Council, and
the only change made is in the phraseology, changing "Colonel" to "Division Com
mander."
Section 1 of article IX, now section (5 of article V, is as follows:
Sec. 6. They shall, with their advice and counsel, aid and assist the Commander
of the Division in the performance of his duties. They shall be charged with the
general care, control and supervision of the funds of the Division, and shall be re
sponsible to and look after all its material interests. They shall devise and recom
mend such measures as will enable the Division to meet all its necessary expenditures,
and shall examine and pass upon all aocounts and bills incurred by any and all officers
and committees of the Encampment.
They shall examine all the books, vouchers
and other papers of all the different officers of the Division, and shall audit all their
aocounts.
They shall keep a full and detailed record of all their proceedings, and
shall present a complete report to the Division Encampment at each stated yearly
meeting of the same, and at such other times as the Division Commander may direct.
The Pbesidino Offioeb:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.

Chairman

Bbown: Section

of article IX, now section

2

7

of article V, is as fol

lows:

The Division Council shall have one stated meeting each year; the same
at the same place as that of the stated yearly meeting of the
Division Encampment.
Special meetings of the Division Council may be convened
by the Division Commander at such times and places within the Division limits as
he may direct: Providing, That due notice of the same shall be sent to each member
of the Council at least two weeks prior to the time named for the meeting, and the
notice shall set forth the emergency and the business to be transacted.

Sec. 7.
to be held

prior to and

The Pbesidino

Officeb: There being no objection,

the section is adopted as

reported.

of article IX, now section 8 of article V. In the
"seven" is stricken out, and the word "two" in
serted in lieu thereof, so that the section will read:
Chaibman

Bbown:

Section

3

first line of this section the word

Sec. 8. Two members of the Division Council shall constitute a quorum at any
meeting of the same at which business is to be transacted.

that the Division Council shall consist of three
only. This is changed so that two members of the Division Coun
cil shall constitute a quorum.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: Then I understand that staff officers are not
now members of the Division Council?
The Division Council now consists of three
Chaibman Bbown: That is correct.
elective members only.
The Pbesidihg Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
We have heretofore provided

elective members

read.

Chaibman
Sec. 9.

Bbown:

Section

4

Questions requiring

of article IX, now section
the

9

of article V, is as follows:

official vote of the Division

Council

may

be
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submitted by the Commander, by printed blanks for that purpose, except for the
election to rill vaoancies.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown:. Now we come to article X of the old Constitution.
This will
be article VI of the Constitution as the committee report it. In section 1, line 2,
strike out the word " Colonel " and insert the word " Commander,'' so that the whole
will

read:

ARTICLE VI.— Committees.
Section 1. At the yearly stated meeting of the Division Encampment the Com
mander shall, on his accession to the office, appoint snch standing committees, if
any, as he may deem necessary, and at the same time, or during his term of office,
he shall appoint such other special committees as he may require for any particular
service.

The Pbesidino

Officeb: There being

reported.
Chaibman Bbown:
tion 2, as follows:
Sec.

2.

members,

no objection,

Strike out all of section

2, and

the section is adopted as

in lieu thereof insert new sec

All committees shall consist of not less than three nor more than five
and the Commander shall fill vacancies in same as occasion lequires.

The Pbesidino Offices:
ported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

Section

3

is not changed,

and reads:

The person first named on the list shall act as chairman of any standing
or special committee until another is chosen by the committee, and no committee shall
be finally discharged until all the debts legally contracted by it are settled and paid.
Sec. 3.

The Pbesidino Officer: There being no objeotion, the section is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Beown: Article XI, now article VII. In the third line strike out the
word "and;" in the fourth line strike out the word "this," and insert in lieu thereof
the word "the;" and at the end of the fourth and beginning of the fifth lines strike
out the words "and the." The whole will then read:

ARTICLE VII.— By-Laws.
Section 1. Division Encampments may adopt by-laws for their government,
subject to the approval of the Commander-in-Chief, not inconsistent with the Con
stitution, general Rules and Regulations of the Order.
s

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Next is "Order of Business." Subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
are not changed, and are as follows:
ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Opening of the Encampment in due form.
2. Roll-cull of officer*.
3. Announcement of Committee on Credentials, of which the Adjutant
chairman.
4. Report of Committee on Credentials.
5. Roll-call of members duly accredited.
1.

shall be

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4 and
5 will stand as reported.
Chaibman Bbown: In subdivision 6, strike out "Committee on Distribution of
Work," and add to "Committee on Officers' Reports" the words, "whose duty it
shall be to distribute among the remaining committees the recommendations con
tained in reports of officers which falls within their respective jurisdiction." Then,
in the seventh line of the subdivision strike out the word "and" after "Constitu
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tion," and after the word "regulations" strike out all down to subdivision
page 30. The subdivision will then read:

7.

on

6

it

(c)

(i.

Appointments of committees consisting of five members each, as follows:
(a) Committee on Ritual.
(6) Committee on Resolutions.
Committee on Reports of Officers, whose duty
shall be to distribute
among the remaining committees the recommendations contained in reports of
officers which fall within their respective jurisdiction.
(d) Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
The Pbesiding Offices: There being no objection, subdivision
of the Order
8,
9

7,

is

adopted as reported.
Chairman Bbown: Subdivisions

of Business

and

10 are

not changed, and are as follows:

7.

Reports of officers, commencing with that of Division Commander.
8. Unfinished business appearing on the minutes, to be taken up in order.
9. Reception and reference of communications from Camps, to be called accord
ing to number. .
10. Reception and reference of communications from individuals.

12.
13.
14.

8,
9

7.

The Presiding Offices: There being no objection, subdivisions
and 10
are adopted as reported.
Chairman Bbown: In subdivision No. 11, strike out the word "committees" and
insert the words "Division Council," so as to read:
11. Report of Division Council.
The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, subdivision No. 11 is
adopted as reported.
Chairman Brown: Subdivisions 11. 12 and 18 become 12, 13 and 14; are un
changed otherwise, and read as follows:
Reports of committees.
New business.
Election and installation of officers.

The Presiding
are adopted

Officer:

There being no objection, subdivisions

12, 13

and

14

as reported.

Chairman Brown: After the word "session" in the last line of old subdivision 14,
subdivision 15, insert, "communications to any committee shall be in writing,
and shall be referred without debate," and add as an additional paragraph: "This
order of business may be suspended
threeat any time for
definite purpose, by
fourths vote of the Encampment, to be taken without debate, except that the elec
tion and installation of officers shall not be taken up until the regular order of
business prior thereto has been completed."
The subdivision will then read:
a

a

now

At the second and each succeeding session, the minutes of the preceding ses
ceremonies. This shall also be
Communications to any com
mittee shall be in writing, and shall be referred without debate.
This order of business may be suspended at any time for
definite purpose, by
three-fourths
vote of the Encampment, to be taken without debate, except that
the election and installation of officers shall not be taken up until the regular order
of business prior thereto has been completed.
15.

a

a

sion shall be read immediately after the opening
done before the closing exercises at the last session.

The Presiding

is

Officer: There being no objection, subdivision IS
adopted
by the committee.
Chairman Bbown: Now. we come to the Commandery-in-Chief
ConstitutionChapter IV, article
"Powers and Authority."
Strike out section l.\and insert in
I,

as reported

lieu thereof

the following:

CHAPTER IV.

-Commandery-in-Chief

Constitution.

1.

AltTIOLE I.-PoWEKH AND AlTTnOBITY.
Section
The Commandery-in-Chief shall be the supreme source of power for
the Sons of Veterans.
It shall make all needful rules and regulations to insure a
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uniform system of government, and the permanency and continued success of the
Order. To this end, no form of government, either general or local, shall be con
sidered as legally established until the same has been submitted to and duly approved
by the Commandery at a stated yearly meeting of the same. The Commander}-,
through its proper officers, from time to time, shall publish all necessary orders,
give all detailed instructions necessary to maintain uniformity and for the further
information and guidance of all concerned, and shall make it its special duty to see
that in all the different branches of the Order the same are faithfully and fully com
plied with.

The Pbesidino Officer: There being

adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 2 of this article is the article concerning the military
I will report it here, so as to have the whole
rank, which was adopted this morning.
Constitution together:
no objection,

section

1 is

Seo. 2. The Commandery-in-Chief
shall also have power to establish a military
rank, and to enact general laws and regulations governing the same, and to grant
warrants to members of the Order in good standing, upon proper application to
the Commander-in-Chief, for the formation of companies.

The Pbesidino Offioke: That section

was adopted this morning.
Chaibman Bbown: Article II, " Membership."
Section 1 is not changed
as to names of officers, and reads:

ARTICLE II.

except

Mkmbebhhip.

Section 1. The membership of the Commandery-in-Chief shall be made up a*
follows:
First. Its own elective and appointive officers, except special Aides and Aideade-Camp, Assistant Inspector Generals, and non-commissioned staff.
Second. Of all Past Commanders of the Commandery who served for a full term
of one year, or having been elected to fill a vacancy, shall have served to the end of
the term, so long as they may remain in good standing in their respective Camps.
Third. Of all Past Commanders of the several Grand Divisions who have served
for a full term of one year, or having been elected to fill a vacancy, shall have served
to the end of the term, so long as they remain in good standing in their respective
Camps.
Fourth. Of all sitting Colonels of Divisions, and of all Past Colonels of the sev
eral Divisions who have served for a full term of one year, or having been elected
to fill a vacancy, shall have served to the end of the term, so long as they remain in
good standing in their respective Camps.
Fifth. Of one representative at large from each Division of the Order.
Sixth. Of representatives elected by the several Divisions in the ratio of one for
every 1,000 members in good standing, and an additional representative for a final
fraction of more than one-half of that number, providing that each Division having
less than 1,000 members, in addition to the delegate at large, be entitled to one
representative.
The Pbesidino Officer: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 2 is stricken out, and a new section 2 inserted, as
follows:
Seo. 2. The representatives duly elected from the several Divisions to the Com
mandery-in-Chief, with an equal number of alternates, shall serve for one year.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 3 is unchanged, and reads:
Sec. 3. All delegates to the Commandery-in-Chief, including their alternates, shall
be furnished with credentials, under seal, and signed by the proper Division officers,
and immediately after the elections a list of those entitled to seats in the Command
shall, under seal, and signed as above stated, be for
ery, including all alternates,
warded to the Adjutant General.
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The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chairman Brown: Section 4. In the last line of section 4, strike out the word
"last" and insert the word "next," and after the word "preceding" strike out the
word "the" and insert "their," so that the section will read:
Sec. 4. The number of representatives to which each Division is entitled in the
Commandery-in-Chief shall be determined by the Adjutant's quarterly report next
preceding their election.

The Presiding Offices:
reported.
Chairman Brown:
and are as follows:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

Article

III,

"Meetings."

ARTICLE III.—

Sections

1. 2 and 3 are

unchanged,

Meetings.

There shall be an annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief in the
Section
month of August or September of eaoh year.
Sec. 2. At said meeting provision shall be made for the stated yearly" meeting of
the succeeding year.
Sec. 3. Due notice of the stated yearly meeting shall be sent to each Division
headquarters and to each member of the Commandery at least six weeks prior to
the time named for the same, and due notice of any change in the time named for
said meeting shall be promptly made public
The Pbesidinq Officer: There being no objection, sections 1, 2 and 3 are
1.

as reported.
Chairman Brown:
section will read:

adopted
the

In section

4.

strike out all after the word "thereat,"

so that

Sec 4. Special meetings may be oonvened by order of the Commander-in-Chief,
by and with the consent of the Council-in-Chief : Providing, That no business except
that named and specified in the order for such special meetings shall be transacted
thereat.
The Phesidino Officer: There being

no objection,

the section is adopted as re

ported.

Chairman Brown:

Section

5 is

stricken out, and

a new

section

5

inserted, as fol

lows:

Sec. 5. A majority of all the officers and representatives reported present and
entitled to a vote in the Commandery-in-Chief shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of all business, except amendments to the Constitution. Rules and Regu
lations, and Ritual, as provided in article VIII of this chapter.

The Presiding Officer: There being no objection,
"

reported.

Chairman Brown:

A new section is added as section

the section is adopted as
6, as

follows:

Sec. 6. The Commander-in-Chief shall, each day during the sessions of the Com
mandery-in-Chief, detail one member thereof to act as officer of the day and another
to act as officer of the guard.
Whenever it shall appear that a quorum is not
present at any session of the Commandery-in-Chief, all business shall be suspended
until a quorum is present.
The Commander-in-Chief shall have power, and it shall
be his duty, to cause absentees to be brought into the Encampment by the officer of
the day and the officer of the guard, and those officers may make such details to
assist them in the performance of their duties as may be necessary.
The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.
out

Chairman Brown: Article IV, "Officers of the Commandery-in-Chief."
the whole article, and insert in lieu thereof the following:
ARTICLE IV. — Officers of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Section

1.

Strike

The officers of the Commandery-in-Chief shall be as follows, and shall
( 1 ) Commander-in-Chief ; ( 2 ) Senior Vice-Commander-in-C'hief ;

rank accordingly:
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(3) Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief ; (4) Adjutant General; (5) Quartermaster
General; ((!) Inspector General: (7) Judge Advocate General; (8) Surgeon Gen
eral; (9) Chaplain-in-Chief ; (10) Council-in-Chief. consisting of five elective mem
bers.

The Presiding Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Brown: Article V, "Eligibility of Officers.'" is stricken out. for the
same reason that a similar article was stricken out in the Division Constitution.
The Pbesiding Offices: There being no objection, the action of the committee
in striking out article V is concurred in.
Chaibman Bbown : Article VI, "Election of Officers." The words, "Article VI.
Election of Officers," are stricken out, and the several sections of this article added
to article IV as additional sections. Section 1 of article VI becomes section 2 of
article IV, and is changed so as to read:
Sec. 2. The Commander-in-Chief, the Senior Vice-Commnnder-in-Chief, the Jun
ior Vice-Commander-in-Chief and the Council-in-Chief shall be chosen at the stated
yearly meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, and a majority of all the votes cast
Such election shall be conducted as follows: The
shall be necessary for a choice.
Adjutant General shall call the roll of the Commandery-in-Chief officers, and each
officer shall announce the candidate of his choice.
The Adjutant General shall then
call the roll of Divisions in alphabetical order, and when each Division is called, the
Commander of such Division, or the chairman of its delegation, shall arise and an
If any officer or delegate of a Division shall re
nounce the vote of his Division.
quest it, the names of the officers and delegates from such Division shall be called,
and each officer and delegate, respectively, shall thereupon arise and announce the
Life members shall vote with their respective Divisions.
candidate of his choice.

The Presiding Offices:
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section
changed so as to read:

There being no' objection, the section is adopted as
2

of article

VI

becomes

section

3

of article IV, and is

Sec. 8. The officers thus elected shall enter upon their respective duties imme
diately upon their installation, and they shall hold their office until their successors
are duly elected and installed.

The Presiding Offioeb: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 8 of article VI becomes section 4 of article IV; the
words, "the vacant chair," in the fourth line, are stricken out, and the word "com
mand" inserted, so that the section will read:
Sec. 4. Any vacancies that may occur in the elective offices of the Commanderyin-Chief shall be filled by the next officer ill rank, who shall assume command and
perform the duties of the office.

The Pbesiding Officee:
ported.
Chairman Brown: Section
changed so as to read:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re
4

of article

VI

becomes

section

5

of article IV. and is

Sec. 5. The Commander-in-Chief shall, on his accession to the office, appoint an
Adjutant General, a Quartermaster General, an Inspector General, a Judge-Advocate
The Commander-in-Chief may
General, a Surgeon General, and a Chaplain-in-Chief.
remove any officer appointed by him for cause, subject to appeal to the Commanderyin-Chief, but no appeal shall render inoperative the order of removal.

The Presiding Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chairman Brown: Section 5 of article VI now becomes section (> of article IVStrike out the final letter "s" from the word "officers," so as to read:
Sec. G. The Commander-in-Chief

shall also have power to detail from the Order
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any officer or past officer'required for any special service or duty connected with the
business of the same.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Article VII. "Duties of Officers," now becomes article V. Sec
tion 1 is amended so as to read as follows:

ARTICLE V. -Duties of Officebs.
Section 1. The Commander-in-Chief shall preside at all meetings of the ComHe shall enforce a strict obedience to the Constitution, Rules
mandery-in-Chief.
and Regulations of the Commandery, and shall perform such other duties as are in
cumbent upon him. In the performance of his duty, the Commander-in-Chief shall
have power to make and enforce such orders for the good of the Order as he may
deem advisable, not inconsistent with the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection, the section is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Strike out section 2, and insert in lieu thereof the following:
Sec. 2. The Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
and the Junior Vice-Commanderin-Chief shall assist the Commander-in-Chief in the performance of his duties, and,
in his absence or disability, shall assume command according to rank.

The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection,

the section is adopted as

read.

Chaibman Bbown: Section 3 is stricken out. and a new section 3 inserted, as fol
lows:
Sec. 3. The Adjutant General shall attest the approval of applications for char
ters, all orders issued from the Commandery-in Chief headquarters, also all com
missions, decisions, dispensations, circulars and other documents issued by the
Commander-in-Chief.
He shall report to the annual meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief the business transactions of his office during his term, and at such other
times as may be required by the Council-in-Chief or the Commander-in-Chief.
He
shall consolidate the quarterly reports of Division Adjutants, and shall prepare a
roll of all members of the Commandery-in-Chief who are entitled to vote therein.

The Pbesiding

Offices:

There being no objection, the section is adopted

reported.
Chaibman Bbown: New section

4

as

is as follows:

Sec. i. The Adjutant General shall keep, in books properly prepared: (1) A list
of applications for charters, giving date of approval, date of muster, number of ap
plicants, and date of issue of all charters. (2) A roster of Division and Camp offi
cers, in which shall be entered each year the names of all elective and appointed
officers of each Division, except Aides-de-Camp; also Camp Commander, Senior Vice
Camp Commander. Junior Vice Camp Commander, First Sergeant and Quartermas
ter Sergeant of each Camp.
(3) A commission record, in which shall be recorded
all commissions issued by the Commander-in-Chief,
(t) A dispensation record, in
which shall be recorded all dispensations issued by the Commander-in-Chief.
(5) A
record of courts-martial, in which shall be recorded the decisions of the Commanderin-Chief therein. (6) A record of revoked charters, in which shall be recorded the
number and location of all Camps whose charters have been revoked by the Com
mander-in-Chief.
(7) A record of decisions, in which shall be entered the facts of
each case decided by the Commander-in-Chief, with an index reference thereto.
(8)
An index of documents, in which shall be indexed all documents filed in Commandery-in-Chief headquarters, other than those entered in the record of decisions and rec
ord of courts-martial.
(9) A book in which all Division charters shall be recorded.
(10) A cash-book, in which shall be kept an account of all cash received at Com
mandery-in-Chief headquarters for charter fees and per capita tax. and shall imme
diately turn the same over to the Quartermaster General, taking his receipt therefor
in the cash-book.
(11) A requisition book, from which shall be issued all requisi
tions on the Quartermaster General for the expenditure of money, to be approved
by the Commander-in-Chief.
The Pbesidino Officeb:
reported.

There being no objection,

the section is adopted as

'

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

202
Chaibman Bbown:

New section 5, as follows:

■

Sec. 5. The Adjutant General shall preserve all records of the proceedings of each
meeting of the Council-in-Chief, and shall make and preserve an accurate record of
all annual and special meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief, and prepare the same
for publication.
He shall perform all other duties pertaining to his office in obedi
ence to the orders of the Commander-in-Chief.

There being no objection,

New section

fi,

Thk PiiKsiDiNO Offices:
reported.
Chaiuman Bbown:

the section is adopted as

as follows:

Sec. 6. The Quartermaster General shall receive, receipt and hold in the name of
the Commander-in-Chief
He
all moneys belonging to the Commandery-in-Chief.
shall also be the custodian of supplies and other property belonging to the Com
mandery-in-Chief; and upon order of the Commander-in-Chief, countersigned by the

a

Adjutant General, shall provide all supplies. He shall fill all requisitions for sup
He shall not pay out any money except
plies from Divisions and other sources.
upon requisition in due forin from the Commander-in-Chief, countersigned by the
Adjutant General, and shall quarterly render in General Orders detailed account of
the receipts and expenditures for the preceding quarter, together with the cash value
of all supplies on hand.
He shall perform such other duties as pertain to his office.

7

3

is

The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection, the section
adopted as re
ported.
Chaieman Bbown: Section
of old article VII is now added, as section
of this
article, to wit:
Seo. 7. The other officers of the Commandery shall, under the orders and direc
tion of the commanding officer, perform the duties pertaining to their respective
offices, and such other duties as circumstances require of them.

a

2

1

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Article VIII, " Council-in-Chief," now becomes article VI. Sec
tions
and
are stricken out, and
new section inserted in lieu thereof, to wit:

ARTICLE VI.— Council-in-Chief.
The Council-in-Chief shall, immediately after their installation, meet
and elect a chairman and clerk.
They shall enter upon their duties immediately
after the adjournment of the meeting at which they were chosen, and they shall hold
office until their successors are duly elected and installed.
Section

1.

The Presiding Officer: There being no objection,
3

the section is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section becomes section 2. Strike out the word "all," at the
bottom of page 30, and also the word "all " in the fourth line from the top of page
37, so that the section will read:

3.

Seo.

Section

The Council-in-Chief

becomes

section

3,

There being no objection, the section
4

The Pbesidino Officeb:
reported.
Chaibman Bbown:

is

Sec. 2. They shall, with their advice and counsel, aid and assist the Commanderin-Chief in the performance of his duties. They shall be charged with the control
and supervision of the investment of the funds of the Commandery-in-Chief, and
shall be responsible to and look after its material interests. They shall devise and
recommend
such measures as will enable the Commandery to meet all its necessary
expenditures, and shall examine and pass upon all accounts and bills incurred by
any and all officers and committees of the same.
They shall examine the books,
vouchers and other papers of the different officers of the Commandery, and shall
audit all their accounts. They shall keep a full and detailed record of their proceed
ings, and shall present a complete report to the Commandery-in-Chief at each stated
yearly meeting of the same, and at such other times as the commanding officer may
direct.
adopted ai

and reads:

shall have one stated

meeting each year, the same
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to be held prior to, and at the same place as that of the stated yearly meeting of the
Commandery. Special meetings of the Council-in-Chief may be convened by the
commanding officer at such times and places as he may direct: Providing, That due
notice of the same shall, in due form, be sent to each member of the Council at least
four weeks prior to the time named for the meeting, and the notice shall set forth in
due form the emergency and the business to be transacted.

Thk Presiding Officer: There being no objection,

the section is adopted as
reported.
Chairman Bbown: Section 5 becomes section 4. Strike out the word "nine" in
the first line, and insert the word "three," so that it will read:

Sec.

Three members of the Council-in-Chief shall constitute
of the same, at which business is to be transacted.

4.

meeting

The Presiding Officer: There being no objection,

a

quorum at any

the section is adopted as

reported.

Chairman

Bbown:

Insert a new section, to be section

5, as

follows:

Sec. 5. All matters requiring the official vote of the Council-in-Chief shall be sub
mitted by the Commander-in-Chief upon printed blanks for that purpose, and the
vote of the Council-in-Chief
in all cases thus submitted shall be filed and preserved
in the office of the Adjutant General.

The Pbesiding Offioeb:

There being no objection,

the section is adopted as

reported.

Chairman Bbown: Section 6 is unchanged, and reads:
Sec. 6. Vacancies as they occur shall be filled by election the first meeting there
after.

The Pbesiding Offioeb:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.

Chaibman Bbown: Now we come to article IX, which becomes artiole
Strike out section 1, and insert in place thereof the following:

VII. "Com

mittees."

ARTICLE VII.— Committees.
Section 1. The standing committees of the Commandery-in-Chief shall be: (1)
A Committee on Credentials; (2) a Committee on Constitution,
Rules and Regula
tions; (3) a Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies; (4) a Committee on Resolutions;
The foregoing
(5) a Committee on Reports of Officers and Distribution of Work.
committees shall each consist of five members, selected from the different Divisions.
The Adjutant General shall be chairman of the Committee on Credentials.
The Pbesiding Offioeb:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.

Chaibman Bbown: Sections 2 and 3 are stricken out.
The Pbesiding Offioeb: There being no objection, the action of the committee,
striking out sections 2 and 3, is concurred in.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 4 will now be section 2, and is amended to read as
follows:
Sec. 2. The person first named on all standing and special committees shall act
chairman until another is chosen by the committee; and no committee shall be
discharged until all debts legally contracted by it are settled.
as

The Pbesiding

Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.

Chairman Bbown:

Section

5 becomes

section 3; it is not changed,

and reads:

Sec. 3. Vacancies which may occur in the membership of any standing
cial committee shall be filled by the Commander-in-Chief.

The Presiding

Officer:

ported.

Chairman Bbown:
terations, Additions,

or spe

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

Now we come to article X, which becomes article VIII, "Al
The first recommendation of the commit

and Amendments."

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

204

the word " Rdditions " in the sub-title, and also to strike out all
after the sub-title, and insert the following as section 1 :
tee ia to strike out

Section 1. The Constitution, Rules and Regulations and the Ritual of the Sons
of Veterans, U.S.A., shall only be altered or amended by the Commandery-in-Chief
by a three-fourths vote of the members present and entitled to vote, at a stated
annual meeting thereof, but any section herein may be suspended for the time being
at any annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief by such three-fourths vote.
Gen. Geoboe B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, it seems to me this is a matter for
little consideration.
It seems to me we are tying our hands up and subjecting
ourselves to the will of a very small minority.
Chaibman Bkown: I will read you the reasons we have given for it. It is recom
mended for the reason that the original article X has never been observed,except in vi
olation of all its provisions.
The Commandery -in-Chief, being the supreme power of
this organization, like the National Encampment in the Grand Army of the Republic,
should be permitted to make such changes in its fundamental law as may be deemed
necessary for the welfare of the Order, without having such suggestions presented by
the Division Encampments.
The practice heretofore in vogue of publishing, in Gen
eral Orders, amendments submitted by Divisions, has never been of benefit to the
organization, and has resulted only in good to the printers who received pay for
The reasons which
printing useless matter to circulate throughout the organization.
were given for the quorum, provided for by your committee, were applicable here,
and no change in the fundamental law should be made except by consent of the votes
specified in the amendment. Heretofore, members of the Commandery-in-Chief have
been in the habit of absenting themselves from its meetings as soon as the election
of officers had been held.
Your committee believe such practices are dangerous, and
the amendments offered will, in a large measure, tend to correct them.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: The point I wish to make is simply, that this
leaves it in the power of one-fourth of the Encampment to tie our hands up on most
I move to amend
You cannot suspend without a three-fourths vote.
any question.
by striking out "three-fourths" and inserting "two-thirds" in the two places where
they occur.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: I second the motion.
Bbo. C. A. C. Gabst. of Illinois: General, it seems to me this comes directly in
We heard it at
the line of which we hear so much complaint.
We hear it to-day.
St. Joseph, at Paterson, and at Wheeling, at every Encampment — our inability to
get a full attendance. Sombody is continually straying away sight-seeing, and
otherwise neglecting their duty. I do not know but what it would be a good, whole
some thing to give them a little discipline.
We have heard a good deal about
"military rank;" now let us give them a little bit of military discipline.
The chair put the question, and the amendment was agreed to.
Chaibman Bbown: Now, I will report the section as amended:
a

ARTICLE VIII. — Altebations and Amendments.
Section 1. The Constitution, Rules and Regulations and the Ritual of the Sons
of Veterans. U. S. A., shall only be altered or amended by the Commandery-in-Chief.
by a two-thirds vote of the members reported present and entitled to vote, at a stated
annual meeting thereof, but any section herein may be suspended for the time being
at any annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief by such two-thirds vote.
The Pbesidino

Ofeiceu:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

amended.

Chaibman Bkown: Article XI. now article IX, "Order of Business, Commandery"
in-Chief."
Strike out "Coinmandery-in-Chief
in the sub-title. Subdivisions 1 and
2 are unchanged, and read:
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ARTICLE IX.— Obdeb of Business.
Opening of the Commandery in due form.
Roll-call of officers and constitutional members.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, subdivisions 1 and 2 are
adopted as reported.
Chairman Bbown: In subdivision 3, strike out the words "of which the Adjutant
General shall be chairman." so that it will read:
3.

The appointment of Committee on Credentials.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, subdivision
reported.
Chairman
4.
5.

Bbown: Subdivisions

4

and

adopted as

3 is

unchanged, and read:

5 are

Report of Committee on Credentials.
Roll-call of members as reported by the committee.

The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection, subdivisions
adopted

and

4

5 are

as reported.

Chairman

Bbown: Subdivision

6 is

stricken out entirely.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection,

the action of the committee
striking out subdivision 6 is concurred in.
Chaibhan Bbown: The seventh subdivision becomes the sixth. Strike out the
words "as follows," in the first line, "Reports of Officers" in the second line, and
make the necessary changes in the succeeding numbers, so that the subdivision will
read:

Appointment of committees:
(a) On Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
On Rituals and Ceremonies.
(c) On Resolutions.
(d) On Reports of Officers and Distribution of Work.

The Pbesidino Offices:

There being no objection, subdivision

6

lb)

fi.

is adopted as

7.

it

Chaieman Bbown:
and." so that

will

Subsivision

9

reported.
becomes

7.

Strike out the words "numerically

read:

Reception and reference of communications from Divisions, to be called alpha

betically.

The Pbesidino Offioeb:

There being no objection, the subdivision

is adopted

Chairman Beown:

Subdivisions

10, 11, 12, 13 and

and 12, but remain the same in other respects,

14

are changed to

8,

as reported.
9. 10, 11,

reading:

8. Reception and reference of communications from Camps or individuals.
communications will be referred to the proper committees without debate.
9. Unfinished business.
10. Reports of committees.
11. New business.
12. Election and installation of officers.

All

8,

9,

Offices: There being no objection, subdivisions
10, 11 and
adopted as reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Old subdivision 15 is stricken out entirely, but the following
to be inserted as
foot-note:
Note. — This order of business may be transposed by
two-thirds vote at any
stated meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief,
quorum being present, except that
the election and installation of officers shall not be held until all other work of the
Commandery-in-Chief has been completed.
The Pbesidino

a

a

a

is

12 are

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, section
foot-note inserted as reported by the committee.

out, and the

15

will be stricken
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Chaibman Bbown: Now conies chapter V, "General Rules and Regulations."
Ar
ticle I, section 1, in the twelfth line strike out "fifteen" and insert "twenty." so that,
it will read:
CHAPTER V. -Genebal Rules and Regulations.
ARTICLE I.— Chauteks.
Section 1. All Camp charters shall be signed by the Division Commander, and
countersigned, under seal, by the Adjutant of the Division within which the appli
cants reside.
The same shall then, under seal, be approved and published by the
Commander-in-Chief.
The application for a charter shall be signed by at least fifteen
persons eligible to membership in the Sons of Veterans, as provided in chapter II,
article I, and shall be accompanied by a charter fee of not less than !j!10 nor more
than $15, as may be provided for by the by-laws of the Division in which it is pro
posed to establish the said Camp, $2 of which shall be forwarded to the Adjutant
General with the application, and be turned over to the Quartermaster General who
shall receipt for the same.
,

The Pbesidinq

Offices:

ported.
Chaiuman Bbown: Section

There being no objection, section
2 is

1 is

adopted as re

unchanged, and reads:

Sec. 2. On receipt of an application for a charter, the Division Commander shall
promptly proceed to examine into the qualifications of the applicants, and if satis
fied of their eligibility, and that it is for the interests of the Sons of Veterans to form
such Camp, he shall so recommend to the Commander-in-Chief ; and, on approval
by him, shall, either in person or by an officer properly detailed, proceed to muster
applicants into the Order, install the duly-elected officers and staff of the Camp for
remainder of the term, and complete the organization of the Camp.

The Peesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: In section 3, strike out the word "voluntarily" in the second
line, and in the third line from the bottom strike out the word "will" and insert
"shall," so that the section will read:
Sec. 3. Camp charters may be surrendered when less than 10 members desire the
continuation of the Camp, as is provided for in chapter II, article I. In case of the
surrender or forfeiture of a charter, all the property of the Division or Order, includ
ing all books of record, orders, rituals, and Camp papers, shall be immediately turned
over to the Division Adjutant, who shall immediately report the disbandment of said
Camp to the Adjutant General.

The Pbesiding Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Strike out section 4, and insert a new section, as follows:
Sec. 4. Division Commanders may suspend delinquent Camps in their discretion,
for failure to make quarterly reports, or to perform any other duties required of
them by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, subject, however, to the right of
The Commander-in-Chief may, upon recom
appeal to the Commander-in-Chief.
mendation of the Division Commander, annul and declare forfeited the charter of
any Camp more than six months in arrears for reports and per capita tax.

The Pbehidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Strike out section 6 and insert a new section, as follows:
Sec. 5. Charters of Divisions shall be signed by the Commander-in-Chief and
countersigned by the Adjutant General, attested by the Commandery-in-Chief seal,
and the same shall be issued on the permanent organization thereof.
The members
of new Divisions named in the charter shall, in the order named, be respectively the
Division Commander, the Senior Vice Division Commander, the Junior Vice Division
Commander, the Adjutant, the Quartermaster, the Commander, the Senior Vice-Com
mander, and the Junior Vice-Commander of the several Camps in such Division.
The
charter fee of a Division shall be $15. The Commander-in-Chief, upon satisfactory
evidence that a charter has been lost or destroyed, may issue a duplicate thereof un
der the seal of the Commandery-in-Chief.
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There being no objection,

the section is adopted as
,

reported.
as

Chairman Brown:
follows:

Strike out section

6 and

insert

a new

section in lieu thereof,

Sec. 6. The Commandery-in-Chief, at its stated yearly meeting, may revoke the
charter of any Division which, for three-fourths of the year or more, has failed to
forward its reports and per capita tax.

The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.

Chairman Brown: Article II, ■'Returns and Reports."
In section
"Captain" and insert "Commander," so that the section will read:

ARTICLE II. — Returns

1.

strike out

and Reports.

Section 1. The Commander of each Camp shall make quarterly returns to the
Adjutant of the Division, on the first days of January, April, July, and October. He
shall also, at the same time, forward a list of the names of all recruits, and all re
quired details concerning them, who have been mustered during the last three
months.

The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.

Chairman Brown: Section 2. In line 6, strike out the word " twenty " and insert
the word "thirty;" in the last line but one strike out the word "Commander-inChief" and insert "Adjutant General;" strike out all after the word "Commanderin-Chief" in the next to last line and insert the words "within the time specified."
The section will then read.

Adjutant of each Division shall, on the receipt of returns, note the
of reception thereon, and shall turn over the Quartermaster Sergeant's return,
with cash accompanying, to the Division Quartermaster.
He shall, within thirty
of the
days after the commencement of the quarterly term, and for the information
Division Commander, consolidate the quarterly returns of the several First Sergeants,
and Bhall prepare a copy of such consolidated returns in full, to be forwarded by the
commanding officer to the Adjutant General within the time specified.
Sec. 2. The

date

Now, there is a matter

I

promised Colonel Newton to call attention

to at this

time.

D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Section 1 of article II, " Returns and Reports."
I didn't know we had passed over and adopted that. I wanted to call special atten
tion to it.
Chairman Brown: We have not adopted that yet. We are on that now. Yes. we
did pass it; there was no change in it.
We are on section 2 now.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: It says the 1st day of January. It cannot be
made on the 1st day of January.
There ought to be some latitude.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Why cannot they be made on the first day? It is
not necessary to wait for the meeting of the Camp in order to make a return of that
kind, or pay their per capita tax.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Suppose the 1st day of January should come
on 8unday, then what?
The Presiding Officer: This is entirely out of order, unless objection is made
to the report of the committee.
I understand the report of the committee as to this
Col.

L.

section has been adopted.

I

Chairman Brown:
promised to say for Colonel Newton, when this section was
reached, that he thinks the "30 days," in the sixth line of the section, should be "BO
days," thus:
term,

Col.

.

.

J.

"He shall, within

."

60

days

after the commencement of the quarterly

etc.

W. Newton, of Indiana:

I

wish to move an amendment to this section as
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reported by the committee, to wit: By striking out the word "thirty" and inserting
the word "sixty," at the place indicated by Brother Brown.
Col. C. J. Dkckman, of Ohio: I second that motion.
The chair put the question on the adoption of the amendment, and the amend
ment was agreed to.

Chaibman Bbown: Section

2 as amended

now reads:

Sec. 2. The Adjutant of each Division shall, on the receipt of returns, note the
date of reception thereon, and shall turn over the Quartermaster Sergeant's return,
with cash accompanying, to the Division Quartermaster. He shall, within 60 days
after the commencement of the quarterly term, and for the information of the Di
vision Commander, consolidate the quarterly returns of the several First Sergeants,
and shall prepare a copy of such consolidated returns in full, to be forwarded by the
commanding officer to the Adjutant General within the time specified.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: I would like to ask for information, why it is
that the Adjutant General is substituted for the Commander-in-Chief
-if there is any
reason for it.
Chaibman Bbown: The reason is that the Adjutant General is the proper officer
to receive them.
General Webb put that in. He said the Adjutant General was the
proper officer to receive them at headquarters.
Genebal Abbott, of Illinois: I would like to know why it is the Adjutant General
is the proper officer to receive the supplies that are handled by the Quartermaster
General. I cannot understand that. 1 do not see why he is. That is the point I
want to know about. It seems to me the Quartermaster General is the one. On
that point, the Division might be in arrears for supplies.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: General Webb was very strong on this
point. He maintained that the proper man to receive the correspondence of the
Commandery-in-Chief was the Adjutant General, and that the Quartermaster Gen
eral should simply act as the treasurer, and turn it over, and in that way there was
In other
a series of vouchers going on. and the correspondence would be a voucher.
words, the Quartermaster General should be nothing but the custodian of supplies,
the treasurer of the Order, and that the Adjutant General should be simply the
clerk (if you will accept that term) of the Commandery-in-Chief in transmitting
That was the idea, and General Webb pre
and receiving the communications.
sented some very substantial arguments in support of his position.
The Presiding: Officeb: There being no further objection, the section is
adopted as last reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 3 is stricken out, and a new section inserted, as fol
lows:
Each Division Commander, on behalf of his Division, shall make final
with the Quartermaster General at least 14 days prior to the stated annual
meeting of the Council-in-Chief.
Sec.

3.

settlement

The Pbesiding

Officer:

There being no further objection, the section is adopted

reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 4 is stricken out entirely.
The Pbesiding Officeb: There being no objection, the action of the committee
in striking out section 4 is concurred in.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 5 now becomes section 4. Commencing in the third
line, strike out the words "and shall turn over to the Quartermaster General the re
turns belonging to him." The section will then read:
as

Sec. 4. The Adjutant General shall, on the receipt of returns, note the date of
He shall, for the information of the Commander-in-Chief, con
reception thereon.
solidate the quarterly returns of the Adjutants, and shall present a copy of such con
solidated returns to the stated yearly meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.
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There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.

Chaibman Bbown:

Section

6 is

now section 5; it is not changed,

and reads:

Sec. 5. The Quartermaster Sergeant of each Camp shall, through its Camp Com
mander, make a quarterly return to the Division Quartermaster, on the first days of

January, April, July, and October.
The Pbesidino Offices:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

read.

Chaibman Bbown: Section 7 becomes section 6. In the third line, strike out the
word '• twenty" and insert the word "sixty;'' in the sixth line, strike out the words
"'Adjutant General" and insert "Quartermaster General;" and in the last line, strike
out the word "Colonel'' and insert the word "Commander.*'
The section will then
read:
Sec. 6. These returns shall be consolidated by the Division Quartermaster within
after the commencement of the quarterly term; and such consolidated re
turns shall be forwarded by the Division Commander to the Quartermaster General,
a copy thereof being retained for the information of the Division Commander.
fit! days

The Pbesidino

Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.

Chaibman Bbown: Section 8 is now section 7. In line 4, strike out the word
4, strike out the word "all:" in the last line strike out the words
"proper channels'- and insert the words "Quartermaster General." The section will

"all;" in line
then read:

Sec. 7. The Adjutant General shall, under the directions of the Commander-inChief, carefully establish and maintain suitable forms, and shall provide necessary
blanks for making the foregoing reports and returns, and' all supplies of whatever
kind shall be furnished by the Commandery-in-Chief
through the Quartermaster
General.

The Pbesidino Officeb:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.

Bbown: Article III, "Dues and Revenues," section 1. Strike out the
"Colonels of Divisions," in line 7, and insert "Division Quartermasters," so
the section will read:
ARTICLE III.— Dues and Revenues.
Section 1. The Commandery-in-Chief shall, at its stated yearly meeting, assess
a per capita tax on each Division, of not exceeding 20 cents, on ench and every
member
in good standing; the said tax shall be paynble in four installments of
equal parts, and the same shall be forwarded by Division Quartermasters to the
General on or before the last days of January, April. July, and
Quartermaster
Chaibman

words

October.

Col. C.

J.

Deckman, of Ohio: General, according to instructions from the Ohio
an amendment to the section as reported by the committee, to
strike out the word "twenty," in the fourth line, and insert "twelve," so that the
sentence will read: "Not exceeding 12 cents on each and every member, etc."
The Pbesidino Offices: Making 12 cents the maximum?
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Oh, we cannot do that this year.
Bbo. H. Rosenhaupt, of Washington:
I second the motion.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: General, I am very anxious to hear from
Brother Deckman as to his reasons.
The brother will remember that this has been
a year of expenditure, and the coming year will be another, and it behooves
us to
move carefully in this matter.
He will bear me out in the statement that I am a
kicker on the expenditure of every cent.
I always try to get down to the lowest
possible margin.
I would like to be with my genial friend, and I would like to hear
Division,

I

move

—14
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will justify me in going with him. Unless something substan
"agin" him.
The Presiding Officeb: This section, as I understand it, does not fix the per

some argument that

tial is presented,
capita tax.

Col.

It

J.

I

am

simply fixes the maximum.
Deckman, of Ohio: Then if this is not the place for it

I

withdraw my
motion.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: The Council-in-Chief fix the per capita
tax. The Counoil-in-Chief propose the amount, and the Commandery-in-Chief con
firm it. If you will look at the report you will see that is the way it is done.
Col. W. E. Btjndt, of Ohio: It is fixed annually, as at present.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Yes, sir.
The Pbesidino Offices: The only effect of this section is to fix the maximum,
C.

There being no further objection, the section is adopted as
which may be changed.
reported. Proceed with the report.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 2. Strike out, and insert section 2 as amended at the
ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, as found in the addenda to the
printed Constitution, striking out the word " Captain " in the seventh line as printed,
and inserting "Quartermaster Sergeant," so the section will read:
Sec. 2. Each Division Encampment shall, at its stated yearly meeting, assess a
per capita tax on each Camp within its jurisdiction, not exceeding 50 cents on each
and every member in good standing; this tax shall include the Commandery-in-Chief
tax, and it shall be payable in four installments of equal parts, and the same shall
be forwarded by the Quartermaster Sergeant to the Quartermasters of their respect
ive Divisions, on the first days of January, April, July, and October: Provided, That
neither Camps nor Divisions shall be required to pay per capita tax on any Camp
for the quarter in which the Camp was mustered.
Bbo. Henby Abels, of Illinois: General, I desire to offer an amendment striking
out the word "fifty" where it occurs in the third line as printed, and inserting the
word "sixty," so that it will read: "Not exceeding 60 cents on eaoh and every
member,
.
.
." etc.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: General, I desire to second the motion of the
brother from Illinois.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: I offer, as a substitute motion, that the sec
tion remain as it is.
The Pbesidino Officeb: The motion of General Pollitt is out of order. The
way to keep the section as it is, is to vote down amendments.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: I want to say on behalf of the committee
that we are not at all strenuous about this matter. I suppose am imbued with
some crankism on finances; I always want to know why the boys should be "soaked."
If my friend from Illinois has some ideas on this subject, as he certainly has. I
should be glad to hear from him. I realize that good Divisions, and good Camps,
as part and parcel of the Division, are necessarily our backbone; that good Divi
If there is
sions are the real fundamental backbone of the Commandery-in-Chief.
any good reason for making this advance, I will vote for it most cheerfully, but I
have heard the statement presented on more than one occasion by the boys: "It's
all right for you fellows to get up there in the Commandery-in-Chief and legislate,
Let us have it said that we are
and legislate, but us fellows have to pay the bills."
legislating for the best interests of the Order. If there is any argument to be pre
sented in support of the amendment offered by Brother Abels, we would be glad to
hear it.
Bbo. Henbi Abels, of Illinois: General, the only argument I have in favor of ad
vancing the per capita tax paid by the Camps to the Divisions is, that there is not

I
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at the present time to properly conduct their affairs.
At least, while I was Quartermaster, or Adjutant, during the last term of Col. Stadden's administration, I found the work was very seriously crippled on account of
the financial condition, the stringency of money. It seems to me that where a Camp
— whether in the East or West, it makes no difference — refuses or cannot pay 15 cents
a quarter on a member, they are in a very bad condition to belong to the Order at
all. The only argument that
have to advance is, simply that there is not money
enough at 50 cents to properly conduct the affairs of the Divisions — the Division
of Illinois,
am speaking of now. The sentiment expressed at our last Encamp
ment, the last week of July, was to the effect that more revenue must be provided
in order to carry on the business of the Division.
Col. E. G. Woeden, of Montana: General, there are two points to be considered
here. In the first place, this does not fix the per capita tax to be paid by the
It simply says not exceeding that amount. There is noth
Camps to the Division.
ing in this paragraph that prohibits the Division at its Encampment from making
the assessment on eaoh Camp only five centB a quarter, if it wants to; but, on the
other hand, I think it is essential that this should be 60, for the benefit of some of
the Divisions.
In the Division of Montana, for instance, we have perhaps 150 or
200 members — 300 at most.
Where are we to get the money with which to pay the
expenses of our Division? We have certain expenses whioh must be paid; a certain
number of Division Orders must be issued.
A oertain amount of expense at head
quarters must be incurred. While the Division of Montana is to-day out of debt
and ahead, we have often been crippled seriously beoanse we could not get enough
I would like it so that if Montana (a small Divi
money from the per capita tax.
sion though we are) wants to, it can make the assessment at least 15 cents a quarter.
It does not hurt others who do not want to do it, and it gives the small Divisions a
chance to make the per capita tax so they can derive from it enough revenue to pay
enough money in the Divisions

I

I

necessary

expenses.

J.

B. Maocabe, of Massachusetts: I would like to ask the brother from
Montana what he thinks the effect would be upon the small Camps in his Division?
Col. E. G. Wobden, of Montana: I do not think there is a Camp in the Division
but what would be perfeotly willing to pay that. At any rate, the matter can be
This simply limits the maximum. It leaves it with the
presented to the Camps.
Division Encampment to make it that or less.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I am opposed to the amendment, and I
will tell you why.
I am with my friend Maccabe on saving the pennies. I have
gone around to a great many Encampments of the Grand Army of the Republic,
and I know what the old soldiers say.
They say, "Why is it you boys have a greater
per capita tax than we have?
Why does my boy have to pay more than I do in my
Post ?"
Of course, you have to stop and argue with him; you have to explain it
all. if you can, and a great many times he will not let his boy come in. You under
stand that the rank and file of the members of the Sons of Veterans are the sons of
men who bore the musket; they have not many dollars to spare, and
am with
these boyB.
Talk about not being able to run the Division on the money they have.
I know better. I can do it, and have done it. If these fellows at headquarters
would try to save a dollar occasionally, they could run their Division well enough on
what they have.
I have run a Division and have saved a good many dollars, and
I have traveled and paid my own expenses.
had a good deal of glory and I paid
for it. But the. poor fellow in Camp, who comes there night after night, and carries
a musket on Memorial Day, who pays his dues into Camp and travels 15 or 20
miles to attend Camp, never gets an office; he pays his dues to the Camp, and here
comes the Division wanting more dollars, and here comes the Commandery-in-Chief

Col.

I

I
I
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wanting more dollars, and he has to hustle for it. I am for that boy, I am with hiiu.
and I am looking after his pocket-book.
I am opposed to this amendment. We
can get along with 50 cents, and 50 cents is enough.
There are a great many orders
that do not have that much.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: General, these Eastern brothers must have some
Now, General Abbott explained why he
consideration for those of us in the West.
could rnn his Division on less money than the rest of us — because he paid his own
t raveling expenses.
We ought to, and we want to, pay the traveling expenses of our
Colonels when they go on official business.
Another thing: This does not necessarily
compel Camps to pay CO cents, or 15 cents a quarter, but it fixes that as the maxi
mum that can be collected in case a Division is in straightened circumstances, or in
debt, and wants to get out; and they ought to have a chance to do so. Now, another
thing you Eastern fellows cannot understand. I remember that while in New York
last year, instead of paying five cents for this and that, they had pennies, and made
We have only dollars in the West, where they have 50-cent pieces in the
East; we do not have any pennies — no cents.
Co:j,. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: The brother does not mean they have no
sense in the West?
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: C-e-n-t-s, I mean.
My experience is, that Camps
do not object to paying 15 cents a quarter. In Missouri they have the money to
pay it, thank God. Our Division is behind simply because 10 cents or 12i cents a
Let us have this
quarter is not sufficient to meet the expenses of the Division.
maximum of 60 cents for one year, in order to catch up, and then we can drop it
down again. We do not necessarily have to collect the 60 cents.
I
Gen. Mabvin E. Halt., of Michigan: General, I am in favor of the amendment.
disagree with my brother Abbott — I do not think this a subject for sentimental dis
As has been truly
play of emotions, and it should be reduced to a business basis.
said time and again, it is the maximum figure we are fixing.
It is a latitude which
I have
is perfectly proper, and leaves the Divisions to fix their own Division tax.
I
had the distinguished honor of handling a Division when the tax was 12i cents.
succeeded in relieving the bankrupt condition of my Division, and putting it on its
feet.
At the close of my first term I requested that the by-laws of the Division be
It was so reduced,
amended so as to reduce the amount to 10 cents per quarter.
and the Division has run five years from that time, and has constantly been bank
Those of you who have paid any particu
rupt, and is to-day financially bankrupt.
lar attention to this matter, and paid any attention to this section, will see that
every Division, nearly, in this Order is to-day financially in debt to its officers who
are able to pay the Division expenses;
and I submit to you, brothers, that it is an
unjust thing to require any Division official, or any Camp official, to pay the legiti
mate expenses of the Division or Camp out of their own pockets.
It is not a ques
tion of sentiment. Let us put this maximum figure at 60 cents, and if the brothers
in Montana want to put it at 15 cents per quarter in their Division, let them do so.
We raised the tax to the maximum figure in Michigan, and if we had been allowed
to put it at 60 cents it would have gone there willingly: and the boys are boys who
husk corn.
Bko. M. A. Bowen, of Montana: General, the argument made by the gentleman
of my State reminds me of a story. A man once walked up to an apple stand to
The charge
purchase some apples, and says: "Please give me a peck of apples."
was §10.
"Why." he says, "I can buy apples in my town for 10 cents a peck." Says
the old lady, "All right, you go back there and buy them." Now, if we want the
privilege of assessing ourselves with this extra amount, it certainly does no harm to
Brother Abbott, it certainly does no harm to anybody outside; it does no harm to
change.
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willing to pay it. In the absence of any argument against this
it certainly should prevail.
Col. Theo. A. Babton, of Rhode Island: Notwithstanding the fact that our Di
vision officers have never been at any expense, it yet looks as though it may be
necessary for some of the other Divisions to have this increase in order to pay the
Therefore, I think it is better that we increase
expenses of their Division officers.
this maximum rate.
Bbo. H. Rosenhaupt, of Washington: General, I think the benefit of this amend
ment will be decided.
I think some of the Divisions certainly need it.
"'
The Pbesidino Officeb: The question is on the amendment to strike out "'fifty
and insert "sixty "in the section as reported.
Those in favor of the amendment
will signify the same by saying Aye. Those opposed, No. The ayes have it, and'
n», because

we are

amendment,

the amendment is adopted.

Chairman

Brown:

The section as amended,

is as follows:

Sec. 2. Each Division Encampment shall, at its stated yearly meeting, assess a
per capita tax on each Camp within its jurisdiction, not exceeding sixty cents on
each. and every member in good standing; this tax shall include the Commanderyin-Chief tax, and it shall be payable in four installments of equal parts, and the
same shall be forwarded by the Quartermaster Sergeant to the Quartermasters of
their respective Divisions on the first days of January, April, July, and October:
Provided. That neither Camps nor Divisions shall be required to pay per capita tax
on any Camp for the quarter in which the Camp was mustered.

The Pbesidino Officer: There being no further objection,

the section is adopted
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: In section 3, strike out the letter "a" in the fifth line, and
strike out the word "the" in the last line, so the section will read:
as last

Sec. 3. Each Camp shall cause to the paid into the Camp fund, by each and every
member, such sums as dues as the Camp shall determine upon, and the Camp per
capita tax shall, in manner heretofore stated, be drawn from said fund.

The Pbesidino

Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.

Chaibman Brown:

Insert new section

4, as

follows:

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Camp Commander and the Division Com
mander to see that the foregoing provisions are complied with in their respective

organizations.

The Pbesidino Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.

Chairman Brown: Article IV, "Arrearages."
In section 1, strike out the word
"forwarded," in the last line, and insert the word "paid," so as to read:

ARTICLE IV.- -Arrearages.
Section 1. Any Division in arrears for reports or dues shall be excluded from all
representation in the Commandery-in-Chief. until the reports are made and the dues
are paid.

The Phf.sidino

Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.

Chairman Brown: In section
and insert "paid." so as to read:

2,

strike out the word "forwarded,"

in the last line,

Sec. 2. Any Camp in arrears for reports or dues shall not be allowed any repre
sentation in the Division Encampment to which it is attached until the reports are
made and the dues are paid.

The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.

Chairman Brown:

Section

3 is

stricken out entirely.
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The Presiding Offices: There being no objection, the action of the committee
striking out section 8 is concurred in.
Chairman Bbown: Section 4 becomes section 8. In the sixth and seventh lines
from the top of page 47, strike out the words "nor of the Commander-in-Chief," so
that the section will read:

•

Sec. 3. Any member of a Camp who is six months in arrears in the payment of
his dues shall be prohibited from voting; shall not be permitted to enter any Camp
room while the Camp is in session; shall be ineligible to any office in the Sons of
Veterans, and shall be reported "Suspended" in the quarterly report to the Division
headquarters, until such dues are paid. While so suspended, the Camp shall not be
subject to the per capita tax on such member, and he shall not be counted in the
representation of the Camp in the Division Encampment: Providing, however. That
when a brother is unable, by reason of sickness or misfortune, to pay his dues, they
may be remitted to him, on due investigation and favorable report by the Camp
Council or a special committee appointed for the purpose, and a three-fourths vote
of the members present and voting at a stated meeting of the Camp: but by the
remission of dues the Camp shall not become liable for the payment of his per
capita tax, nor shall he be counted in the representation of the Division Encamp
ment or the Commandery-in-Chief.

The Pbksiding Offices:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Ciiaibman Bbown: Section 5 as printed on page 47 of the Constitution is stricken
out. and section 5 as adopted at the ninth annual meeting of the Commandery-inChief, printed in the addenda, inserted as section 4, inserting the word "Camp" be
fore the word "Constitution" in the fifth line as printed, so as to read:
Sec. 4. Any member of a Camp who is one year in arrears in the payment of his
dues shall be dropped from the roll, and reinstated only by the Camp which dropped
him, and in the same manner as is provided in sections 1-7, article II, chapter II,
of the Camp Constitution.

The Presiding Officer: There being

no objection, the section is adopted as

read.

Chaibman Bbown: Insert new section

5, as

follows.

Sec. 5. All Camps that have failed for one year or more to make their quarterly
reports and to pay their per capita tax shall be considered disbanded, and their
charters shall be revoked by the Division Commander.

The Phesidino

Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

read.

Chaibman Bbown: Section G is stricken out entirely.
The Puehiding Offickb: There being no objection, the action of the Committee
in striking out section 0 is concurred in.
Chaibman Bbown: Article V, "Inspection." In section 1, line 3, on page 48 of
the printed Constitution, strike out the words "Commander-in-Chief,"
and insert in
lieu thereof the words "Inspector General," so as to read:

ARTICLE V.— Inspection.
Section 1. There shall be a thorough and complete inspection of each Camp of
the Order between April 15 and June 1 of each year.
To this end the Inspector
General shall, through the several Division Commanders, cause each Division to be
divided into as many subdivisions as circumstances may demand, and, in addition
to the different Inspectors already provided for, shall cause to be detailed or ap
pointed an Assistant Inspector for each subdivision.
The Puehiding Offices: There
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: In section 2,
in-Chief," and insert in lieu thereof
mander-in-Chief," so as to read:
Sec. 2. The Inspector General,

being no objection, the section is adopted
line

1,

as re

strike out the words " of the Commanderyto the approval of the Com

the words "subject

subject to the approval

of the Commauder-in

■
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Chief, shall prescribe the form of blanks to be used for the inspection of Camps and
Divisions, and he shall, with approval of the Commander-in-Chief, issue such in
structions in detail as he may deem necessary for the proper performance of the
He shall prepare an abstract of all the reports received from Division head
duty.
quarters, and shall present the same with his report to the Commander-in-Chief.

The Presiding. Offices:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.

Chaibman Bbown: In section 3, strike out the word "the" in the first line, also
words "each locality under their care," in the last line, and insert in lieu thereof
"their respective jurisdiction,'" so as to read:

the

Sec. 3. All books, papers, accounts, records and proceedings pertaining to the
Sons of Veterans shall be open for examination at all t imes to all the duly-designated
officers of the Inspector General's department, and such officers shall make it their
special duty to see that the same are correctly kept ; that all details are properly
attended to: that all orders are properly understood and obeyed; and that in all
respects the written and unwritten work of the Order is uniformly and properly
carried out in their respective jurisdiction.

The Pbesidino Offioeb:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.

Chaibman Bbown:

Strike out section

4

entirely, and insert new section, as fol

lows:
Sec. 4. In making inspections provided for in this article, in Divisions wherein
State laws prohibit the carrying of arms by the Sons of Veterans, the fact that Camps
are not armed and equipped shall not affect their rating.

The Pbesidino Offices:

There being no objection,

the section is adopted as

reported.
Chaibman

Bbown:

Article VI, " Discipline."

Section

1

is not changed, and reads:

ARTICLE VI.— Discipline.
Section 1. The offenses cognizable by the Sons of Veterans shall be: (1) Dis
loyalty to the United States of America, or any other violation of any pledge given
at the time of muster, or the violation
of any obligation given at the time of as
suming any office in the Order.
(2) Disobedience of the Constitution, Rules and
Regulations. By-Laws, or lawful orders of the Sons of Veterans, coming from proper
authority.
(3) The commission of a scandalous crime against the laws of the land.
(4,1 Conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to the Order.
(5) Conduct preju
dicial to good order and discipline.
The Pbesidino

Offices:

There being no objection,

the section is adopted as

reported.
Chaibman

Bbown:

The following

sentence

is added to section 2: "In all cases,
funds, the sentence
It will then read:

where the accused is found guilty of misappropriating
of the court must be dishonorable discharge from the Order."
however,

Sec 2. The penalty shall be either: (1) Dishonorable discharge from the Order.
Degradation from office. (3) Suspension from membership for a specified period.
(4 I Pine.
(5) Reprimand, at the discretion of the court. In nil cases, however, where
the accused is found guilty of misappropriating
funds, the sentence of the court must
be dishonorable
discharge from the Order.
I2i

The Pbesidino

Offices:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.

Chaibman Bbown: In section 3, strike out the third and fourth sentences and in•ertinlieu thereof the following: "Elective and appointive officers of Divisions shall
only be tried by courts convened by order of the Division Commander; elective and
apponitive officers of the Commandery-in-Chief shall only be t ried by courts convened
hy order of the Commander-in-Chief;''
in the sixth sentence strike out all after the
word "regulations" and insert, "and the court shall have power to forfeit all honors
and privileges of past rank, and the sentence of the court must state whether or not
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In all cases, any member of the Order is
The section will then read:

they impose the penalty of such forfeiture.

competent to sit upon any court-martial."

Sec. 3. All accusations shall be made in the form of charges and specification.-*,
on blanks furnished by the Commander-in-Chief through the regular channel, aiid
the same shall be tried by courts-martial.
Courts-martial may be ordered by the
Commanders of Camps, Commanders of Divisions, or by the Commander-in-Chief,
for the trial of alleged offenders in their respective jurisdictions.
Elective and ap
pointive officers of Divisions shall only be tried by courts convened by order of the
Division Commander; elective and appointive officers of the Commandery-in-Ohief
The
shall only be tried by courts convened by order of the Commander-in-Chief.
Commander-in-Chief shall be tried for alleged offenses only on request of the three
elective members of the Council-in-Chief, and on such request a court shall be con
vened by the Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief : or the Senior Vice-Commander-inChief shall, on request of the three elective members of the Council-in-Chief, appoint
a court of inquiry to investigate charges
The
against the Commander-in-Chief.
Commander-in-Chief shall, whenever charges are preferred against any past officer,
order a court of inquiry, or court-martial, as may be deemed advisable; and whenever
any past officer shall be convicted of any offense, he may be punished as provided for
by these rules and regulations, and the court shall have power to forfeit all honors
and privileges of past rank, and the sentence of the court must state whether or nut
In all cases, any member of the Order
they impose the penalty of such forfeiture.
in good standing is competent to sit upon any court-martial.
The Presiding Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
and insert:
Chaibman Bkown: Strike out section

i

Sec. 4. Courts-martial shall consist of live members, three of whom shall constitute
a quorum, and a Judge Advocate shall also be appointed, and, except as otherwise
herein provided, they shall be governed in their mode of proceeding and rules of evi
A copy
dence by the procedure and practice of the Federal Courts of the United States.
of tho charges and a notice of the time and place of holding the court must be served
by the Judge Advocate upon the accused, either personally, five days before the date
fixed for the court, or by mail, addressed to his last known place of residence, at least
10 days before that time; and in case of the willful absence of the accused, after such
notice has been given him, the court may proceed in all respects as if he were present
and had plead not guilty, and the Judge Advocate shall incorporate in the record
Upon the convening of the court, the Judge
proof of service upon the accused.
Advocate will obligate the members of the court, and the president of the court, who
shall be the first brother named in the order, will thereupon obligate the Judge Advo
After the hearing of the testimony, the verdict and sentence of the court will
cate.
be determined by the unanimous vote of the court.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: To section 5 add the following: "Testimony may also be taken
by deposition, either upon open commissions or interrogatories, before any officer
of the Order.'' The section will then read:
Sec. 5. All members of the Sons of Veterans, when summoned, shall attend as
witnesses before any courts-martial, and their testimony shall be taken on their
honor as brothers. The evidence of persons not members of the Order shall be
taken under oath, when not inconsistent with the laws of the place where tho court
Where such extra-judicial oaths are forbidden by law, the evidence of wit
is held.
nesses not members of the Sons of Veterans may be received, at the discretion of
the court, on their honor as men, and the fact that they have not been duly sworn
shall be considered by the court in deciding upon their credibility.
Testimony may
also be taken by deposition, either upon open commissions or interrogatories, before
any officer of the Order.
The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 6 is unchanged, and reads:

as

Sec. 6. No sentence of a court-martial shall be carried into execution until the
whole proceedings shall have been laid before the officer ordering the same, or his
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successor in office, for his confirmation or disapproval and orders in the case, and
no sentence of dishonorable discharge from the Sons of Veterans, except by a courtmartial convened by the order of the Commander-in-Chief, until after the whole pro
ceedings shall have been forwarded to the Commander-in-Chief (through Division
headquarters), with the recommendation of the Division Commander, for approval
or disapproval of the Commander-in-Chief, and his orders thereon.

The Presiding Offices:
reported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the section is adopted

Section

7 is

as

unchanged, and reads:

Sec. 7. When charges are preferred against any brother holding office, the Divi
sion Commander or the Commander-in-Chief, in their respective jurisdictions, may
suspend the accused from office. During the suspension of a Camp or Division Com
mander, their places shall be filled by the next officer in rank and command.

The Presiding Offices:

There being no objection,

reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section

8

the section is adopted as

is unchanged, and reads:

Sec. 8. In case the accused is charged with an offense under paragraph 3. section
of this article, the record of his conviction by a court of competent jurisdiction
shall be prima facie evidence of his guilt of the offense of which he is charged.
1.

'The Pbesidinq Officeb:

There being no objection,

reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section
Sec.
higher,
from.

9

the section is adopted as

is unchanged, and reads:

Appeals may be taken from the decision of lower officers to the next
by submitting the whole testimony, together with the decision appealed
9.

The Presiding Offices:
reported.
Bbo. Jesse
has filed

There being no objection,

the section is adopted as

Roote. of Missouri: I would like to ask the Adjutant General if he
of the Missouri Division which were forwarded to

the recommendations

him?

Adjutant General Hebod: I obeyed the instructions of the last Encampment,
and forwarded all of them to Judge Hatch.
I did not keep a copy of them.
Chaibman Bbown:

We have them all -we have about a bushel of them, but they

are not indexed, and we could not find any particular

one.

Roote, of Missouri: I wish I had those of the Missouri Division:
would like to offer them now as amendments.
Chaibman Bbown: Article VII, "Bonds."'
Section 1 is unchanged, and reads:
Bbo. Jesse

I

ARTICLE VII. Bonds.
Section 1. Every Quartermaster Sergeant shnll give bonds in a sum to be nami'd
by his Camp, with sufficient sureties, for the faithful discharge of his duties.
Bbo. H. Robenhaupt, of Washington: General. I move as an amendment to this
section, that the Quartermaster Sergeant file his bond before taking the oath of
office. I know of a great many Camps that have suffered because the Quartermaster
Sergeant

had not tiled his bond.

Bbo. E. A.

J.

Wells,

of Illinois:

I

second the motion.

Brothers, it seems to me we are imposing,
unnecessarily, hardships upon the Quartermaster Sergeant, as, for instance, it often
happens in the Division or in the Camp that the Commander may appoint his offi
cers that very night; he may, perhaps, be deciding between three and four brothers,
and, upon the night of installation, he may appoint his officers then and there. Now,
then, the
Quartermaster Sergeant could not be installed, because a bond properly
gotten np could not be prepared right at the time. He would have no time to go
around and get proper bondsmen. He might want to get the president of the local
Gen.

B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts:
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bank, and the president of the bank might be out of town somewhere and could not
Now, I submit that it would be a hardship upon that man. and it might
be reached.
also be a hardship upon the Camp Commander.
There is that argument against the
proposed amendment, besides several others.
Gen. Clay D. Hebod, of Kansas: General, I certainly hope this amendment will
not prevail, for the reasons advanced by General Maccabe.
I have visited a great
many Camps, and many on the night of installation, and I know that the Captain
has in many instances appointed brothers on his staff whom he had not in mind
until that night. They knew nothing about bondsmen. They did not anticipate it.
If this amendment should prevail, we would have to install all except the Quarter
master Sergeant, and if it was a public installation, it would look bad.
I would cer
tainly dislike to be appointed Quartermaster Sergeant, and have to sit back and not
be installed for the reason that I had not filed my bond, for some of the visitors
might think I could not file the bond. My best girl would certainly think there was
something wrong. It is the Camp Commander's duty to see that this bond is filed,
and if it is not filed within a reasonable time he should relieve his Quartermaster
Sergeant from duty and appoint somebody else.
Col. Feank McCkillis. of Illinois: General, I know this question is of more
vital interest to Camps than some brothers may think. In our own Camp we have
The point my brother across the way wishes to 'make is this, that the
suffered.
Quartermaster Sergeant should file his bond before he receives the fund. I move as
a substitute for the motion of Brother Rosenhaupt, to add to this section as reported
by the committee the words, "before he receives the funds and the property of the
Camp.'' That will give him a chance to be installed and file his bond afterward.
Col. F. P. Cobkick. of Nebraska: I second the substitute.
The Pbesidino Offices: The question is on the adoption of the substitute.
Those in favor of its adoption will signify the same by saying Aye. Those opposed.
No. The ayes have it, and the substitute is adopted.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 1, as amended, reads:
Skction. 1. Every Quartermaster Sergeant shall, before he receives the funds and
property of the Camp, give bonds in a sum to be named by his Camp, with sufficient
sureties, for the faithful discharge of his duties.
Bko. Joseph R. Swain, of New York: General. I move to amend the section by
making it read ''within 30 days after installation."
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Make it 10.
Gen. Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Leave it to the Camp Captain.
The motion was not seconded.
Gen. B. S. Wef.kh, of New York: General, if I am in order, it seems to me it
would be very advisable for us to insert in some part of our new Constitution the
provision which exists in the by-laws of the New York Division, requiring Captains
to prefer charges against Quartermasters who do not file their bond, and remove
them from office.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: It is not necessary.
He can remove
them without filing charges.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Where will those funds be deposited in the
interval?
The Pbesidino Offices: With the old Quartermaster Sergeant. There being
no further objection, the section is adopted as amended.
CnAiBMAN Bbown: Section 2 is unchanged, and reads:
Sec. 2. Members of Camp Councils holding the funds of their Camps shall, sev
erally and jointly, be required to give bond in a sum to be named by the Camp, with
sufficient sureties, for the faithful discharge of their duty.
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There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.
Chaibman
the

Bbown:

Section

3 is

unohanged, and reads:

Every Division' Quartermaster shall give bond in

a sum to be named by
Division Council, with sufficient sureties, for the faithful discharge of his trust.

Sec. 8.

Gen. Mabvin

E.

Hall, of

Michigan:

I

desire to move an amendment to this sec

the words "to be named by the Division
Council, with sufficient," and insert in lieu thereof the words " of not less than $ 1,000.

tion, to strike out, after the word "sum,"
with two or more sureties, who shall

justify in twice

the amount," so that the section

will read:
3. Every Division Quartermaster shall give bond in a sum of not less than
with two or more sureties, who shall justify in twice the amount, for the faith
ful discharge of his trust.

Sec

$1,000.

Col. F. P. Cobbick, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: General, I am perfectly willing to accept
this amendment, but it strikes me that the Division Council, who are selected be
cause of their business capacity and their integrity, are just as well qualified to pass
Take, for instance, my friend Lyon. The Division Council,
upon this as we are.
They
composed of such men, are best suited to the work of imposing this bond.
know exactly what amount of money is handled. Oftentimes a man will take the
If the Colonel goes to a
position of Quartermaster Sergeant as a personal favor.
good business friend, like Colonel Barton, in Rhode Island, he would say, "I would
like to, but I am full of business; I have not time."
Now, that is the man you want
for Quartermaster Sergeant.
In the first place, he knows how to go through books,
how to handle and keep books, and he does not like the idea of running around ask
Gen.

ing everybody to go on his bond.

I

say, make it as easy as possible, and

only as
submit that there is ar
I simply want to do what I consider best in
gument on this side of the question.
the Division, and not make it particularly hard upon the Quartermasters of the sev
eral Divisions.
I myself had quite a time with my Division Quartermaster. I had
to try several tjf them before I secured the right one.
It is extremely difficult to get
the right man for the place, and do not let us make it any more difficult.
A man
we
never
have
and
accepts that position because he is a patriot, pure and simple,
awarded him his right meed of praise. Let us make it easier to get good Quarter
masters, instead of throwing obstacles in the way.
Bbo. Jesse Boote, of Missouri: General, I am like Brother Maccabe, and for
another reason.
I think it is going to be a loss and an expense. There are a great
many brothers throughout the different Divisions of the United States who can read
ily file a bond for $600, which in many of the small Divisions is sufficient; whereas,
if they are compelled to file a bond for $1,000 they cannot do it. They would not
like to ask their friends to go on such a bond for them, and if they go into some
Now I know that is the case in many
fidelity company it costs the Division $15.
Divisions.
It will save many of the small Divisions $15 to have this bond for a
smaller amount, and there is no use having it at $1,000.
Gen. Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Now, brothers, let us face the facts. There
is no use supposing cases.
My friend Maccabe has a good idea of this thing, but he
forgets one important point.
Nine times out of ten, Division Councils are not con
sulted in this matter until weeks and months, and in some cases never consulted.
Brother Maccabe has the honor of being a member of the Council in his Division
and he looks after these matters.
Here is my friend, Colonel Lyon, who last year
run his Division without any kind of a bond.
Who was to blame? Largely the
Council, you will say.
Now, without we specify in the Constitution that the bond
strict as necessary.

Simplicity should govern

and rule.

I
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will not always be done. It is not a hardship for any man to give
bond for $1,000, if he is a reputable man. It is not a hardship if we fix the sum
at $1,000 and require the bond; it is safety for the Divisions, and it is not taking
I do not believe they care for this
any honor, any duty, from the Division Council.
duty any way.
Col. E. G. Wobden, of Montana: If a man can get a bond for $500, the chances
are he can get one just as easy for a $1,000.
It is no more trouble. In our Divi
sion, the bond is $l,i>00, and that of the Adjutant is the same. We put the Colonel
under bonds of $1,000 for his good behavior, and we dt> not have any trouble
about it.
The Pberiding Officer: The question is on the amendment offered by General
Hall to the section hs reported by the committee. As many as are in favor of the
Those opposed, No. The ayes
amendment will signify the same by saying Aye.
appear to have it. The motion prevails, and the amendment is adopted. There
being no further objection, the section is adopted as amended.
Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York: General, I rise to a question of information.
As this section is now passed, I understand that the bond shall not be less than
I would like to know what portion of this revised Constitution will deter
$1,000.
mine who has power to increase that bond. It will have to go to the Division
Council ultimately, I guess, anyway.
The Pbesiding Officer: As I understand it. there was no provision made in
the amendment of General Hall in relation to that, and the provision in regard to
fixing the bond heretofore by the Division Council would not apply, as I under
stand it.
Gen. Clay D. Herod, of Kansas: General. I move an amendment to this section
to this effect: "Provided, The Division Council may fix a greater bond."
Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York: I think it can be done by making it read in this
way: "In a sum to be named by the Division Council, not less than $1,000." If those
words are left in there, it will be all right.
Gen. Clay D. Hebod, of Kansas: I will accept that modification of my motion.
That reading is proper.
The Presiding Officeb: That will be taken by consent, if there is no objection.
The chairman of the committee will now
The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
report this section as it stands.
Chaibman Brown: The section will read as follows:
must be given, it
a

Sec. 3. Every Division Quartermaster shall give bonds for the faithful discharge
of his trust in a sum to be named by the Division Council, not less than $1,000, with
two or more sureties, who shall justify in twice the amount of the bond.

The Presiding Officer: There being

no further objection, this section is adopted

as last reported.

Chairman

Brown:

Sections

4 and 6 are

not changed,

and read as follows:

Sec. 4. The Adjutant General and Quartermaster General shall also give bonds
in a sum to be named by the Council-in-Chief, with sufficient sureties, for the faith
ful discharge of their duties.
Sec. 5. The bonds of the above-named officers shall be approved and held by
their respective commanding officers, as trustees for their several commands.

The Presiding Offices: There being no objection, sections 4 and 5 are adopted
as reported.
Chairman Bbown: Strike out section (!. and insert in lieu thereof the following:
Sec. 6. The Commander-in-Chief, within 30 days after his election, shall give a
bond in such sum as the Council-in-Chief may determine, not less than $10,000. Said
bond to run to and be approved by the members of the Council-in-Chief. and remain
in the custody of the chairman thereof.

•
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There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

Section

7 is

stricken out, and

a new

section inserted, as fol

Sec. 7. Commanders of Divisions shall, within 30 days from the date of their
installation, give a bond in such sum, not less than $2,000, with such sureties as may
b*e prescribed by the respective Divisions, to be approved by the Division Council,
and remain in custody of the chairman thereof.
The Presiding Ofj#cer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

reported.

Colonel Van Houten, of Iowa:

I

suppose this section is now adopted; but when

does it take effect, and what effect will this have on existing

The Presiding Officer : It will

Division

officers?

It can
not be retro-active.
Colonel Van Houten, of Iowa: If the Constitution and ritual are changed, and
the office of Colonel, or the title of Colonel, is abolished, does that take effect before
the next election?
The Presiding Officer: I would not think it would apply to officers already
have no effect on officers already elected.

elected.

Gen. Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: I differ with the presiding officer.
We
cannot have Division Commanders and Colonels of Division at the same time.
The Presiding Officer: As I understood the question of Colonel Van Houten,
it was merely in regard to the designation in the bonds already filed.
Proceed with
the report of the committee.
Chairman Brown: Article VIII, "Compensation."
Strike out the words '"not to
exceed $1,000 for each per annum.*" so as to read:

ARTICLE VIII.—

Compensation.

Section 1. The Adjutant General and Quartermaster General shall each be paid
a salary, to be fixed yearly in advance by the annual meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief.

Adjutant General Herod: General, before

we pass this article on compensa
tion. I am opposed to the annual meeting fixing the amount to be paid the Quar
termaster General and the Adjutant General specifically, when they appropriate, as
they did last year, so much money. For instance: There were $3,000 appropriated
last year, and if they should see fit to' pay the Adjutant General $500, the rest goes
for stenographers, and such other items. I am not in favor of that. I think we
should fix the salary here, or else we should say that the amount appropriated for
clerical help should be fixed in each annual meeting. If that is the way we under
stand it, I am in favor of it.
Col. H. Abels, of Illinois: It seems to me the matter of fixing salaries for the
Adjutant General and Quartermaster General should be left with the Council-inThe idea of fixing the salary for an officer of that kind in the Constitution
Chief.
is absurd.
Chairman Brown: That is the way we have it. It reads now: ''The Adjutant
General and Quartermaster General shall each be paid a salary, to be fixed yearly in
advance by the annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief."
Adjt. Gen. Clay D. Herod, of Kansas: I submit that the amount appropriated
for clerical help should be fixed by the Commandery-in-Chief.
I move to amend
the article to this effect, that the amount appropriated for clerical help shall be
fixed yearly in advance by the annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, includ
ing the salary to be paid the Adjutant General and Quartermaster.
Bho. W. J. Biening, of Iowa: General, I second that motion.
t
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General Abbott: I think we should insert, "The clerical help of the CommandWe do not mean to fix the compensation for the clerical help of the
ery-in-Chief."
Divisions.
The Pbesidino Officeb: That correction will be made.
The question is on the
adoption of the amendment. As many as are in favor will signify the same by say
ing Aye. Those opposed, No. The ayes have it, and the amendment is agreed to,
There being no further objection, this section is adopted as amended.
The com
mittee will report it as modified by the amendment.
Chaibman Bbown: Article IX. In the old Constitution Article IX is, " Uniform
for Officers and Members."
The committee insert new articles IX, X, XI and XII
before this article on " Uniform for Officers and Members." Article IX in the Con
stitution as reported by the committee is "Dispensations," and reads as follows:

ARTICLE IX.--

Dispensations.

Section
Commanding officers of the several Divisions may, whenever in their
judgment it is necessary for the good of the Order, grant to Camps in their respect
ive Divisions dispensations to muster recruits at the meeting at which their appli
cation is received; to hold a general election of officers in case an election has not
been held at the time fixed by the Constitution:
to hold special eleotions to fill
vacancies; and to install officers publicly.
1.

Colonel Van Houten, of Iowa: General, I object to that. I am beginning to
think the power ought to be taken away from the Colonel to grant dispensations
For example: There may
altogether. It is getting to be too frequently exercised.
be an applicant who cannot pass the scrutiny of examination, and some brother
will write and ask for a dispensation, without assigning the real reason, (put it on
the score of convenience, or something of that kind,) and in that way get the person
I think
admitted into that Camp, who could not pass through the regular ordeal.
it ought to be taken away from the Colonel. I move to amend the section as re
ported by the committee, that part giving the Colonel power to grant dispensations,
etc., to be stricken out.
Bko. Geo. B. Ghay, of Iowa: I second the motion.
Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: There is only one reason against that,
and that is, it is often very desirable to muster-in recruits one or two or three days,
or even the very night, before Memorial Day, or some other like occasion. The
committee were of opinion that the power of Colonels of Divisions in this respect
could be very properly curtailed. But what are we going to do? Brother Van
Houten has a brother who comes from abroad, and desires to take part in the parade
on Memorial Day. and decorate the grave of his father. Brother Van Houten would
be proud to march shoulder to shoulder with that brother; but if this amendment
proposed by him goes through, that brother cannot participate; lie cannot turn out
There is
as a Son of a Veteran, with cap, and blouse, and badge, and everything.
that argument in favor of the committee's report, that this power to grant dispen
sations may render some service to the organization just about Memorial Day.
But I appreciate the fact that the power should be curtailed.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I favor the report of the committee
for this reason.
In addition to the Memorial Day argument, it frequently happens
that the Colonel, in making the rounds of his Division, in visiting Camps, is going
to visit a certain Camp on a certain night, and he will send word ahead to the effect
that if they will have the recruits there he will muster them in to show them how it
should be done, and ofttimes it raises a good deal of enthusiasm. They will get
some recruits there, but they cannot go back and put them through the regular
process; but under this power to grant dispensations they will have a love-feast and
muster in a half-dozen or a dozen recruits, and it is an advantage to the Camp and
It is very useful. The only ar
a service to the Division on occasions of that kind.
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gument against it seems to be that the Colonel himself is imposed upon and led to
abuse the power.
In that case the remedy is in his own hands. If a Camp sends in
for a dispensation — to begin with, a brother should not send for it except through
the regular and proper channel, the Captain of the Camp, attested by the First Ser
geant — and if the Camp abuses that courtesy, within ten days after they have taken
in any recruit that is not eligible, or at least that should not be in, the Colonel would
hear of it, and he can then haul that Camp over the coals, and the next time they
send for a dispensation they needn't get it. He can discipline his Camp himself. It
seems to me the Colonel can apply the remedy to the only difficulty that has been
suggested.

Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: General, if the brothers will remember, this fore
noon or afternoon, or sometime to-day, a section was enacted which permits Camps
to meet only once a month if they see fit, and in our State, and indeed in many of
the other Divisions, many of the Camps do meet monthly.
Well, suppose an appli
cation is received just after a meeting. It is a month before another meeting, and
that application must be read and referred to a committee, and then it is a month
before that committee reports. Then they have to send that recruit notice in writ
ing, and it is three months before he gets through. There are many boys who go
off to school, and only spend two months at home in the summer, and they cannot
They would like to become members of the
get through at all without this section.
Order, and receive the benefits to be derived from membership when they go away.
It is the case in my own Camp, I know.
Bbo. H. S. Thompsoh, of Massachusetts: Suppose a man is to be elected and
mustered in on the night his application is brought in. Suppose that man is un
fitted to be admitted.
Suppose, when he comes there, that man is black-balled.
What are you going to do then? You will feel pretty mean.
Yon have notified him
I had a
to be present, and you will have to go and tell him that he is black-balled.
There
case of that kind in my own Camp that stirred up everybody considerably.
were ten men to be mustered. It was close to the end of the quarter, and I had
notified them all to be present on that night, so that we could get them all in that
quarter. Nothing had been said against any one of those applicants, and I got per
mission to elect and muster them in, in good faith, supposing everything would be
all right.
One was a man who had stood well in our community for years, a promi
He was with the rest of them when they came that
nent business man in Boston.
night, and that man was black-balled, and our Sergeant of the Guard had to go down
and call that man out from amongst the others and tell him he was black-balled,
after had been to him personally and urged him to be present that night, when he
He had
wanted to be some place else very particularly, and didn't want to come.
come at my personal solicitation, and then was black-balled and had to be sent
Now, I believe in expediting these matters as much as possible, but in my
home.
opinion it lowers the dignity that attaches to membership in this Order to rush men
through in this way.
Cot. Geo. H. Hublbut, of Illinois: General, I do not understand that this section
relates to the election and muster. It relates to the application and election and
muster all on the same night. I believe that is a power that should be left with the
Division Commander. I think that it is proper.
Colonel Coebiox, of Nebraska: I think the section should be adopted, for this
reason: We have had considerable difficulty in some Camps in getting them on their
feet, and I think it is an advantage often to send an officer with a dispensation to
muster in recruits. In that way they can often get the Camp reinstated and on its

I

feet again.

Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York:

I

do not think any danger need be anticipated
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from t hat permission to grant dispensations.
I hardly believe - 1 will not believe
that there are any Commanders in this Order who, for the sake of pulling a man
through a knot-hole who eould not get in openly, would apply for a dispensation,
and thus bring an unworthy man into the Order. In our Camp, and in our Division,
we are very anxious to increase our membership.
I obtained such a dispensation,
and we have used it frequently, and our number has thereby been increased.
As
soon as an application reaches the Captain he notifies three brothers of the Camp
that upon that night he will appoint them upon the investigating committee, and
they then have time between the reoeipt of that application and the time when the
applicant comes up for election for investigation; so that, though they are appointed
under the Constitution upon the night when the application comes up, they may
have had it in their hands for two weeks or three weeks.
I do not think we need
fear leaving this matter in the hands of such Division Colonels as we have in this
( trder.

me if he thinks I said
is an abuse of the Colonels. It is an abuse of the
Camps. I tell you what I know to be a fact. Some Camps have dispensations by
which they set the law aside entirely, and make no pretense of obeying the law.
Considering that they have the power to receive the application and muster-in the
recruit on the same night, they never try to do anything else, and it has grown to
be such an abuse in some Camps that something ought to be done to break it up.
<)ne of the first Division Orders I issued was, that unless good and sufficient reasons
were shown, dispensations of this kind would not be granted; but they have got so
used to doing that way, that applications are constantly coming in, and it causes the
Division of Iowa more trouble than any other one thing; and I would be glad to-day
if the law could be so strong that every one would know it, and be compelled to obey
it. Take for example, the question of Memorial Day that was spoken of. We grant
school children the privilege of marching with us; and if that young man that was
alluded to was so anxious to decorate his father's grave, he could have made his
applieotion two or three weeks before Memorial Day; and if he was not able to do
that, he could march with the sons of soldiers who are not members of the Sons of
Veterans. I do see hardship to the Division to which I belong and have the honor
to command, in this thing, and I see in it an abuse that is growing up all over this
land that ought to be stopped.
Gen. Geo. W. I'ollitt, of New Jersey: General. I know of my own knowledge
that there is an abuse in this direction.
I know in the Division of New Jersey that
some Camp Captains have had
not under the present administration — a perpetual
When I was Captain of Camp No. 8. the Colonel of the Division came
dispensation.
there one time and I said to him: "You have come at the right time; we have three
men to muster in to-night, and have got to elect them, and we want a dispensation."
He made out one at once, happening to have a blank one with him, and said to me:
I said
"Why don't you have a perpetual dispensation, good all the year through?"
I didn't want anything of that sort. He says, ''You ought to have it; we have got
it down in our Camp."
Adjutant General Hebod: I want to say just a word — not to get my name in
the book — the argument that has been made here to-night against dispensations is
all good, is a good thing, and will bear good fruit. I think Colonels will go home
from here and not grant so many dispensations in the future, even if this section is
adopted. As Brother Weeks says, it would not do to entirely prohibit the Colonel
from granting Captains of Camps these dispensations.
I believe they should UBe
wise discretion in doing it; I believe they should only be granted under certain cir
cumstances, and not be perpetual.
I can see where a hardship would be worked

Col. Van Hovtkn, of Iowa: Brother Abbott misunderstood

the Colonels were doing this.

It
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upon Camps if we adopted Brother Van Houten's motion. If I may be excused for
speaking of other orders — there are other brothers here that belong to the same
orders I do — and we know that in other orders they do, without injuring the lodges,
grant these dispensations.
They use discretion in doing so and it is all right. Colo
nel Van Houten has done a good thing, and if he will keep on issuing the kind of
orders he speaks of, he will have very few dispensations to grant; but I think the
section should be adopted as reported by the committee.
The Pbesidino Offices: The question is upon the amendment of Colonel Van
Houten relative to the power of Colonels to grant dispensations, or rather to strike
out the section which grants the power.
Those in favor of the motion will signify
the same by saying, Aye; those opposed, No. The noes appear to have it. The noes
have it, and the motion is lost. If there is no further objection, this section will stand
as reported by the oommittee. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered. Proceed
with the report.
Chaibman Bhown: Section 2, as recommended by the committee, as follows:
Sec. 2. The Commander-in-Chief may grant dispensations to officers command
ing Divisions, whenever it becomes necessary for the good of the Order, to muster
Camps without first sending the application for charters therefor to the Commandery-in-Chief headquarters for approval; but in all such cases the application for
charter must be forwarded to the Commandery-in-Chief headquarters for approval
immediately upon the muster of the Camp.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I rise to a question of information.
want to describe a case, and then I want to ask if it is provided for. If it is not,
it occurs to me it should be provided for under the head of "Dispensations."
The
question is this (and our Colonel will bear me out as to the necessity of a provision
covering this point): A brother has been a member of a Camp, and he has been
and
»way from his Camp, or, for some reason or other, he has been suspended
dropped; he may be away still. In the course of six months or a year that Camp
surrenders its charter and goes out of existence. According to the present Consti
tution, that brother can only be reinstated by the Camp that dropped him, and now
that Camp has gone out of existence. How are you going to save that brother to
the Order?
We lose a great many brothers that way.
There is no way to get them
back.
It seems to me the Constitution should make some provision, thereby giv
ing the Colonel the power to grant a dispensation to some Camp to receive his
Some
application and muster him in, in lieu of the Camp that has gone to pieces.
provision of that kind, it seems to me, should be made in the Constitution, because
we do not want to lose these brothers.
They may get in hard lines, and cannot pay
their dues, or drift away, but when they want to come back we want to have them

I

back.

Gen. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: General, if Brother Abbott will draft a
clause or a section covering the point he makes, the committee will recommend its
adoption.
Cor.. Chab. F. Mobbison, of Montana: I think General Griffin has provided for
this contingency by a decision.
General Abbott, of Illinois: The brother is mistaken. General Griffin's decision
does not cover it.
The Pbesidino Officeb: If there is no objection, Past Commander-in-Chief
Abbott will prepare a section on this subject, which will be inserted in this article.
There being no objection to the section as reported by the committee, it is adopted.
Chaibhan Bbown: "Section 3 of this article, as reported by the committee, is as
follows:
Sec. 8. All dispensations shall be on printed blanks for that purpose, signed by
the officer granting the same, attested by the Adjutant General or Adjutant, as the
—16
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oase may be, and a record thereof shall be kept at the headquarters from which t he
game is issued.

The Pbesidino

Offiobb: There being no objection,

the section is adopted as

reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott has drawn an additional
section for this article, covering the subject suggested by him, and the committee
It will be section 4 of
incorporate it in its report, and recommend its adoption.
this article, as follows:
or a Division Commander, may grant a dis
Seo. i. The Commander-in-Chief,
pensation to any Camp to receive the application of and re-muster any brother who
may have been dropped from the Order by a Camp which has ceased to exist: Pro
vided, The applicant forward to the Commander issuing the dispensation the sum
of one dollar.
Genebal
make it $3.

Pollitt,

of New Jersey:

I

think $1 is too little:

I

think we ought to

Col. Frank McCbillis, of Illinois: General, the section does not provide who
The brother may drop out of the Illinois Division,
shall grant the dispensation.
and the Commander of the Maine Division might grant the dispensation under this
section, and then the question comes up whether the Commander of the Maine Di
vision was absolutely certain the man ever had been a member of the Order in Illi
nois. I think the Colonel to grant the dispensation should be the Colonel of the
Division of which the brother was originally a member.
Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: But that Division may have gone out of existence.
General Pollitt, of New Jersey: The applicant should furnish evidence of his
eligibility; that is the main thing; and in the next place, I think $1 is too little.
Gen. Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: The average muster fee of the Order is $1.99.
Why not make it $2, and hit the average of the Order?
Commandeb-in-Chtef Webb: To begin with, he has to pay the Camp for being
mustered, and then pay $1 in addition to that.
It seems to me the dispensation
should be granted by the Division Commander of the Division into which the appli
cant is to be mustered, for what business has the Commander of the Indiana Divi
sion to grant a dispensation to muster somebody into the Division of Illinois f
Col. N. L. Habbison, of New York: But how is the Commander of another Division
to know ? I quite agree with Brother Pollitt in the idea that the fee should not be
less than $2.
The fee should be made so that it will be the same as an enlistment,

if they become dropped in one Division it would be cheaper for them to get
in this way, by paying 1, instead of paying the $2 or $3 that they owe in the Divi
sion which dropped them.
General Pollitt, of New Jersey: I move to amend the section as reported by
the committee by striking out "one" and inserting "two."
Colonel Cobbick, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
Col. E. G. Wobden, of Montana: General, it seems to me we should provide for
this thing in another way, rather than by a dispensation.
Take the illustration
brought up here: that man is dropped by a Camp in Illinois, say; he moves out to
Montana; he wants to become a member of the Camp in Montana.
Instead of
granting a dispensation, why cannot we make a provision by which a member, who
has been dropped by a Camp that afterwards passed out of existence, can get an
honorable discharger Let us have a provision by which he can write back and get
an honorable discharge from the Colonel of the Illinois Division.
Then he can take
that honorable discharge with his dollar to the Camp in Montana, and be admitted.
Bbo. F. 0. Wilkinson, of Ohio: How could he get an honorable discharge from a
Division that has gone out of existence? How could he get an honorable discharge
from the Colonel of the North Dakota Division, for instance f

because

f
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The committee will accept the amendment moved by General
the amount from $1 to $2, and report the section as amended, as

Chaibman Bbown:

Pollitt, changing

follows:
Sec. i. The Commander-in-Chief or a Division Commander may grant a dispen
sation to any Camp to receive the application 'of and re-muster any brother who
may have been dropped from the Order by a Camp which has ceased to exist: Pro
vided, The applicant forward to the Commander issuing the dispensation the sum
of two dollars.

The Pbesidinq Offices:

There being no objection, this section is adopted as
reported by the committee.
Col. E. G. Wobden, of Montana: Now, General, I move that the committee be
instructed to report an additional section to this article, providing for an honorable
discharge.

Colonel Van Houten, of Iowa: I second the motion.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: How are you going to grant

an honorable discharge
from a body that has gone out of existence?
The Pbesidinq Officek: The question is on the motion of Colonel Wordeu.
Those in favor of so instructing the committee will signify the same by saying, Aye.
Those opposed, No. The ayes have it; the motion is adopted, and the committee
will report an additional section to this article, providing for an honorable discharge.
Chaibman Bbown: In accordance with the vote of the Commandery, the commit
tee report an additional section to be added to this article, as follows:

Sec. 5. A member having been dropped by any Camp which afterwards ceased to
exist, may be granted an honorable discharge by the Commander of the Division in
which he was dropped, upon the payment of two dollars.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa:

I

would like to be informed how a man oan be dropped

by a Camp which is not in existence.

The Pbesidinq Officeb: The section says, "which afterwards
Col. E. G. Wobden, of Montana: That is in cases where he has

ceased to exist."
been dropped for

non-payment of dues.
Gen. Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: He is never "dropped'* for anything else;
if it is for anything else he would be dishonorably discharged.
Gen. B. S. Weeeb, of New York: I desire to offer an amendment, so that in place
of granting the brother an honorable discharge it will read: "Shall receive from the
Colonel of the Division, attested by the Division Adjutant, and under seal, a trans
fer card, which shall have full force."
The Pbebidino Offices: I hear no second to the amendment.
Col. Geoboe Van Houten, of Iowa: General, there is this objeotion to this sec
tion, and that is, that several brothers through their own negligence may allow a
Camp to go down, and afterwards, if they feel that their standing is not just as they
would like to have it, they can apply for an honorable discharge, not for the purpose
of joining another Camp and helping it along, but for the purpose of putting it in
their pockets and putting themselves in a better position.
Col. Fbank McCbillis, of Illinois: In that case the brother would not be
dropped by the Camp.
Col. H. 0. Bixbj, of Vermont: General, I second brother Weeks's amendment.
Gen. B. 8. Weeks, of New York: I withdraw my amendment.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri:
desire to move an amendment to the seotion
as reported by the committee, that the Commander of a Division may either grant a
transfer card or an honorable discharge.
The Pbesidinq Offices: The chair hears no second to this motion, and there is
nothing before the Commandery, except the section as reported by the committee.
If there is no motion to amend that meets with a second, the ohair will rule that the

I
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section is adopted as reported by the committee. It is so ordered.
The chairman
of the committee will proceed with the report.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: General, I rise to a point of order. My point of
order is. that it is after 11 o'clock, and time to adjourn.

The Presiding Offices:

The point of order is well taken.
Chairman Bbown: On behalf of the committee, I ask unanimous consent to
finish this report. It will take but ten minutes longer, if you will only quit talking.
The Pbesidino Offices: Unanimous consent is asked to proceed with the re
Is there objection?
port of the Committee on Revision of the Constitution.
The
Chair hears none, and the committee will proceed.
Chaibman Bbown: We come now to article X, "Seals," section 1 of which, as re
ported by the committee, is as follows:

ARTICLE X.— Seals.
Section 1. The Commandery-in-Chief, the several Divisions and Camps shall be
provided with seals, as follows: The seals of the Commandery-in-Chief and the sev
eral Divisions of the Order shall consist of the full coat-of-arms of the Order, sur
rounded, for the Commandery, with the words, "Commandery-in-Chief,
Sons of
Veterans, United States of America," and for the several Divisions of the Order,
"
Division, Sons of Veterans, United States of America."
■with the words,
The Camp seals shall consist of the crest of the coat-of-arms, surrounded by thirteen
stars, and under the roll shall appear, in Roman numerals, the year of the organiza
The whole shall be surrounded with the
tion of the Order, to wit, MDCCCLXXXI.
, Sons of Veterans," and the location, town or city and
words, "
Camp No.
State, shall be added to the same.
The Pbesidino Offioeb: There being no objection,
ported.
Chaibman Bmown:

Section

2, as

the section is adopted as re

reported by the committee, is

as

follows:

Sec. 2. The Adjutant General shall attest with the seal of the Commandery-inChief all charters, commissions, dispensations and Special Orders issued by the
Commander-in-Chief: Provided, That whenever it becomes necessary for the Commnnder-in-Chief to issue Special Orders while absent from his headquarters, he may
detail any brother of the Order to act as Assistant Adjutant General, and such Spe
cial Orders need not be attested by the seal of the Commandery-in Chief.

The Pbesidino Offices:
reported by the committee.
Chaibman Bbown: Section

There being no objection,
3, as

the section is adopted as

reported by the committee, is as follows:

Sec. 3. The Adjutants of the several Divisions shall attest all charters, commis
sions, Special Orders and dispensations issued and granted by the Commanders of
their respective Divisions, and all official reports made by the Adjutants in the same
manner: Provided, That commanding officers of Divisions may, when absent from
their headquarters, issue Special Orders, and appoint Acting Adjutants for the time
being to attest such Special Orders, and in all such cases Special Orders need not be
attested with the Division seal.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported by the committee.
«
Chaibman Bbown: That is all of article X. Now comes article XI, "Orders."
Section 1 is as follows:
ARTICLE XL — Obdebh.
Section 1. The Commander-in-Chief shall, from time to time, issue General Or
ders, as the business of the Order requires, and such General Orders shall contain
the written or printed signatures of the Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant General,
and the Adjutant General shall forward to the Commanders of the several Divisions
a sufficient number of all General Orders for the use of Division officers and Camps
in the several Divisions.
It shall be the duty of the Adjutants of the several Divi
sions to transmit, immediately upon receipt of same, at least one copy of all General
Orders to the commanding officer of each Camp in their respective Divisions.
The
Commander-in-Chief may also, from time to time, issue Special Orders relating to

V
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any special business of the Order. All Special Orders shall be attested by the Adju
tant General, or any Assistant Adjutant General, and when issued from permanent
headquarters, shall be attested with the seal of the Commaudery-inChief.
Commander, I desire to protest. The General Or
in sufficient number, are to be sent by the Adjutant
General to the Divisions, and the Division Commanders are to send them to the dif
ferent Camps. Now,it seems to me that that is an expense that can be dispensed
with. If the Commander-in-Chief would send one or two copies to each Division
Commander, and let him take out what is pertinent to his Division and put that in
his Orders, it would save a good deal of expense to the order; it would save printing
several thousand oopies of General Orders each month.
Gknebai. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Every brother of this organization, no mat
ter how humble, is entitled to know what is going on in the Order, as much as it is
possible to know, and the only way to accomplish that is to publish these orders.
The Pbesidino Offices: Does any brother desire to move an amendment to the
section as reported? If not, the section is adopted. Proceed with the reading of
the report.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 2 is as follows:
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri:

ders of the Commander-in-Chief,

Sec. 2. Commanding officers of Divisions shall from time to time, as the business
of their respective Divisions may require, issue Division Orders and Special Orders,
which shall be attested by the Adjutants of the respective Divisions in the same
manner as General Orders and Special Orders of the Commander-in-Chief are attested.

The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported by the committee.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 3, as reported by the committee, is as follows:
Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Adjutants of the several Divisions to forward
to the officers of the several Camps in their respective Divisions, at least two copies
of all Division Orders issued by their respective Commanders.

The Pbebidino

Offices: There being no objeotion,

reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section

4, as

the section is adopted as

follows:

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the commanding officers of Camps to cause all
General Orders and Division Orders received by them to be read at the first stated
The First Sergeant shall file
meeting of the Camp after the receipt of such orders.
and preserve in his office all General Orders and Division Orders received by him.

Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: General, I have had considerable experience in
regard to this matter. You send out your Division Orders, and you don't hear from
Now every Camp ought to have a general5
them.
They are required to file them.
order file-book, and that general-order file-book ought to be inoluded in the Camp
package. That is, every Camp that is mustered should receive a general-order filebook and file its orders, and that should be included in the Camp-packet list. There
is nothing in this section about it, and I think it is a matter the Council-in-Chief
should consider, and I wish they would include in the Camp-package list a generalorder file-book.
The Pbebidino Officeb: The chair hears no motion to amend the section, and
There being no objection, the sec
takes it there is no objection to it as reported.
tion is adopted.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 5, as follows:
Sec 5. Division Commanders shall forward to the Commander-in-Chief at least
one copy of all Division Orders issued by them, and to the Adjutant General at least
two copies thereof. The Adjutant General and the Adjutants of the.severul Divi
sions shall file and preserve in their respective offices copies of all General and Di
vision Orders issued, and also of all Special Orders issued from their respective
headquarters.
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The Presiding Offices:
reported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

Section

6, as

reported by the committee, is

as

follows:

Sec. (!. All General and Division Orders shall be of uniform size. 5} inches wide
by 8J inches long. The Commander-in-Chief and the Commanders of the several
Divisions shall number their orders by commencing with No. 1, the first order issued
in each year, and continue numerically till the close of the year.

The Pbksidino Officeb:
reported.
Chaibman Bkown:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

XII, "Commissions."
Section
ARTICLE XII. — Commissions.

Artiole

1, as

follows:

Section 1. The retiring Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant General shall issue. to
the Commander-in-Chief elect his commission, upon being notified by the Chairman
of the Council-in-C'hief that the Commander-in-Chief has given his bond as required
by law.

The Pbksidino Officeb:
reported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

Section

2. as

follows:

Sec. 2. The Commander-in-Chief shall issue to all elective and appointed officers
of the Commandery-in-Chief, and the elective officers of the several Divisions, com
missions, which shall state the rank and date of rank of the officer to whom issued.

The Pbksidino Officeb:

ported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

Section

3, as

follows:

Sec. 3. All commissions issued by the Commander-in-Chief shall be attested
the Adjutant General, with the seal of the Commandery-in-Chief.

The Pkeridino Officeb:

ported.
Chaibman Bkown:
Sec.

There being no objection, the section is adopted

Section

4, as

by

as re

follows:

Division Commanders shall issue commissions to appointed officers of
the several Divisions, and the officers elect of the several Camps in their respective
Divisions.
All commissions issued by Division Commanders shall state the rank
and date of rank of the officer to whom issued, and shall be attested by the Adjutant,
with the Division seal.'"
4.

The Pbksidino Officeb: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bkown: Section 5, as follows:
Sec. 5. Commanding officers of Camps shall issue warrants to the appointed
All warrants shall state the rank and date of
officers of their respective Camps.
rank of the officer to whom they are issued, and shall be attested by the First Ser
geant, with the seal of the Camp.
The Puf.sidino Officer: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Old article IX now becomes article XIII, "Uniform for Offi
cers and Members."
Strike out section 1, and insert in lieu thereof the following:

ARTICLE XIII. — Uniform for Officers

and Membkbs.
Section 1. The uniform for members of this Order shall be of dark-blue cloth,
and shall consist of coat and trousers, cut according to the fatigue uniform as worn
by the line officers in the United States army: a fatigue cap, of the pattern used in
the United States army, with gold cord embroidered or metallic wreath in front,
containing in silver embroidery or metallic letters " S. V." in Old English silver
bullion embroidery or silvered metallic Roman characters respectively, and the
number of the Camp.

The Pkkhidino
reported.

Offices:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as
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Chaibman Bbown: Sections 2 and 3 are stricken out.
The Pbesiding Offices: There being no objection, the action of the committee
striking out sections 2 and 3 is concurred in.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 4 becomes section 2. Strike out the words "coat
and vest," in the first line, so that the section will read:
Seo. 2. The regulation buttons shall be of gilt, convex, with plain border — large
size, seven-eighths of an inch in exterior diameter; small size, nine-sixteenths of an
inch. Device: The full coat-of-arms of the Order, according to sample on file at
headquarters of the badge and decoration department.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 6, now section 3. Strike out all after the word "em
broidered" at the bottom of page 54, so that the section will read:
Sec. 3. The officers of the Commandery-in-Chief and Division officers may omit
to wear the number of their Camp within the wreath. Elective Commandery-inChief officers shall wear m the center of their caps the effulgent sun, embroidered in
gold bullion, with divergent rays in all directions, in the center of which shall be em
broidered in raised Roman silver letters, " S. V." All officers of the Commandery-inChief staff ranking as Brigadier Generals shall wear a silver crescent encompassing
a gold star —embroidered.
The Pbesiding Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Strike out the whole
the following as section 4:

of section

6, and

insert in lieu thereof

Sec. 4. All officers shall wear the full-dress sword belts prescribed by the United
States army regulations for officers of corresponding rank, and the regulation Sons

of Veterans sword with nickel scabbard.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Add new section 5, as follows:
Sec. 5. The top of the cap shall contain a device adopted by the several Division
Encampments, to be known as the Division badge.
The Pbesiding Offices: There being no objection, the section is ndopted as

reported.
Chaibman Beown: Old article X. "Insignia of Rank,'" now becomes article XIV.
In section 1, strike out down to the first subdivision and insert: "The insignia of
rank to be worn by officers during their period of service, and no longer, shall be
as follows;" and in the first subdivision strike out the last three lines, and strike
out the whole of the third subdivision and insert, "The miniature rank straps worn
fo-'r silver
by the officers respectively shall be as follows: Commander-in-Chief,
stars; Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, three silver stars; Junior Vice-Commanderin-Chief, two silver stars; Division Commander, a silver eagle; Senior Vice Division
Commander, a silver leaf at each end of the field; Junior Vice Division Commander,
a gold leaf; Camp Commander, two bars; Senior Vice Camp Commander, one bar;
Junior Vice Camp Commander, a blank field; personal staff of Commander-inChief, one silver star; personal staff of Division Commander, one bar," and strike
out the last paragraph of section 1, relating to swords and sword belts, so that the
section will read:

ARTICLE XIV.- Insignia of Rank.
Section 1. The insignia of rank to be worn by officers during their period of
service, and no longer, shall be as follows:
First. For all officers of Camps, a miniature rank strap of blue field, made of cor
rect proportions, the outside measurement
not to exceed nine-sixteenths of an inch
wide, and one and eleven-sixteenths of an inch long; and whilst in active command,
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or on formal occasions, shall be worn on the left breast immediately above the mem
bership badge.
Second. For all other officers, the field of the miniature strap shall be of black
velvet.
Third. The miniature rank straps worn by the officers respectively shall be as
follows: Commander-in-Chief, four silver stars; Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief,
three silver stars; Junior Vice-Commauder-in-Chief, two silver stars; Division Com
mander, a silver eagle; Senior Vice Division Commander, a silver leaf at each end of
the field; Junior Vice Division Commander, a gold leaf; Camp Commander, two bars;
Senior Vice Camp Commander, one bar; Junior Vice Camp Commander, a blank field;
personal staff of the Commander-in-Chief, one silver star; personal staff of Division
Commander, one bar.

The Pbesiding

Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 2 is stricken out.
The Pbesiding Offioeb: There being no objection, the action of the committee,
striking out section 2, is concurred in.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 3 now becomes section 2. In the second line, strike
out the word "staff" and insert the word "officers," so that the section will read:
Sec. 2. The rank of non-oommissioned officers of Camps shall be marked by
chevrons of blue silk, the same size and form as used and worn from 1861 to 1865;
and of Divisions, of black satin.

The Pbesiding Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted a*
reported.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, for years, in every Encampment, I
have been trying to get some provision made for the poor Chaplain.
We are giv
ing him something to do in the ritual at last, but never yet has he been provided
for in the insignia of rank, and it seems to me our committee ought to be instructed
to do something of that kind. The Chaplain is not provided for in the Camp, Di
vision, or Commandery-in-Chief.
I move the committee be instructed to provide
an insignia of rank for the Chaplain-in-Chief, and report it to the Commandery.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: I second the motion.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van. of Iowa: I suggest, General, that the Chaplain pray out hit
own salvation.
The motion was agreed to.
Genebal Pollitt, of New Jersey: The committee have left out all reference to
wearing the badge and insignia when on duty, as formerly provided in section 2.
Chaibman Bbown: That is provided for in another place.
The Pbesiding Offioeb: Proceed with the regular order.
Chaibman Bbown: Article XI, now article XV, "Badges, <fcc." Sections 1 and J
stricken out, and a new section 1 inserted, as follows:

ARTICLE XV. Badges, &o.
Section 1. All officers and members of the Order, when in Camp, on parade or
other duty, shall wear on the left breast of the coat the regulation badge of the Or
der, with the ribbon indicating their rank, as prescribed in section 5 of this article,
with the insignia of rank as provided in section 1, article XIV, chapter V.
The Pbesiding Offioeb: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section i! becomes section 2, and is amended so as to read:
Sec. 2. All Past Camp Commanders who have served n full term, or have beeii
elected to fill a vacancy, and served to the end of the term, may wear the prescribed
All Past
iron cross of the Order, attached to the regulation Camp officers' ribbon.
Division Commanders may wear the prescribed silver cross of the Order, attached to
the regulation Division officers' ribbon.
All Past Commanders-in-Chief may wear
the prescribed golden star of the Order, attached to the regulation Commandery-inChief ribbon. For meritorious service the Commandery-in-Chief may award, at any
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stated annual meeting, the prescribed golden cross of the Order, to be attached to
the regulation Commandery-in-Chief ribbon.
Officers of Past Grand Divisions, who
have been awarded the golden cross of the Order or other decorations as prescribed
by previous laws, may continue to wear same.

The Pbebidinq Officeb: There being no objection,
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Old section
serted, which will be section 8:

4

is stricken out, and

the section is adopted as re
a new

section,

bb

follows, in

Sec. 3. Brothers may wear the miniature badge representing the shield of the
Order as a button-hole or pin decoration, and the bar pin or button-hole decoration
heretofore in use.

The Pbesiding

Offices: There being no objection, the seotion is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Section 5 becomes section 4. Strike out the words "Captain,
First and Second Lieutenant," and insert " Camp Commander, Senior Vice Camp
Commander and Junior Vice Camp Commander," so as to read:
Seo. 4. There shall be four prescribed ribbons in the Order. All officers of the
Commandery-in-Chief shall wear, attached to the regulation badge, while holding
office, a ribbon, the center a broad strip of old gold, with a narrow border of red,
white and blue on each side, the same as is now worn. All Division officers shall be
entitled to wear a ribbon with a red center and a red, white and blue border on each
side, the same as now worn and in use.
The Camp Commander, Senior Vice Camp
Commander and Junior Vice Camp Commander shall be entitled to wear a ribbon
with a blue center and a red, white and blue border on each side, the same as is now
worn. The members shall wear attached to their regulation badge a ribbon of red,
white and blue stripes of equal width, the same as is now worn. The Commanderyin-Chief officers' ribbon, the Division officers' ribbon and the Camp officers' ribbon
shall be worn attached to the regulation badge by officers only, while holding office.

The Presiding Offices:
ported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

Section

6 becomes

section

5, and is

re

unchanged, and reads:

Sec. 5. The regulation badges of the Order shall not be plated, gilded or changed
in any manner.

The Pbe8idino Offices:
ported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

Add new section

6, as

follows:

All badges shall be worn on the left breast of the coat, the tops of the
ribbons forming a horizontal line, the upper end of which shall be from two to four
inches (according to the height of the wearer) below the upper line of the shoulder,
and in accordance with the regulations of the United States army as same may here
after be made.
Seo. 6.

The Presiding Officeb: There being no objection,
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Old article
tion 1 is not changed, and reads:

XII, "Flags

and

the section is adopted as re

Colors," now article XVI.

Sec

ARTICLE XVI. —Flags and Colobs.
Each duly-constituted body of the Order may have two flags of the
full regulation size of 1861-'65, to wit : Six feet 6 inches fly, and 6 feet deep on
the staff; also two small colors of silk, as hereinafter described.
Section

1.

The Presiding Officeb: There being no objection,

the section is adopted us
reported:
Chaibman Bbown: In section 2, in the twelfth line, insert after the word " arms "
the words "and colors," and strike out the last paragraph of the section, so that the
section will read:

Sec.

2.

Camps.

The first, or national color, of stars and stipes, with the name
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and number of the Camp, the name of the Order and the location of the Camp on
the stripes, in an appropriate manner, in gold letters. The second, or Camp color,
of blue, with the arms of the Order in the center of the flap, and, appropriate!/
arranged around the same, the name and number of the Camp, the name of the
Order and the location of the Camp in gold letters. The reverse of the Camp color
shall contain the arms and colors of the State in which the Camp is located, and
same wording, in gold letters, as the obverse.
The fringe of the flags shall be of
worsted, silk, gilt or gold bullion, and the cords and tassels of worsted and silk, silk,
gilt, or silk and gold mixed. Both flags shall be provided with the jointed staffs,
brass spear-heads or gilt eagles, substantial belts, and good oil-cloth covers.
The
two small or Camp colors shall also be of blue, with worsted, silk, gilt or gold-bullion
fringe, and poles of convenient length, properly ornamented. In the center of each
color shall appear the number of the Camp. These colors shall also be provided
with suitable oil-cloth covers.

The Pbesidino Offices:

There being no objection, the section is adopted a*

reported.
Chaibman Bbown:

Sections 8 and 4 are unchanged, and are as follows:
Sec. 3. Division Encampment.
For first, or national color, of stars and stripes,
with the words "
Division (giving the full name of State), Sons of Veterans,
United States of America," on the stripes, in gold letters, in an appropriate manner.
The second, or Encampment color, of red. same shade as the national color, with the
coat-of-arms of the Order in the center of the flag, the
Division (giving the
full name of the State) above the center piece, and the words "Sons of Veterans,
United States of America," below the same, all in gold letters.
The reverse of the
Encampment flag shall contain the arms of the State of which the Division is com
The
posed in the center, with the same words in the same manner as the obverse.
fringe of the flag shall be of silk or gold bullion, and the cords and tassels of silk,
or silk and gold mixed. Both flags shall be provided with jointed staffs, gilt eagles,
substantial belts, and good oil-cloth covers.
The two small or Encampment colors
shall also be of red, same shade as the national color, with silk or gold-bullion fringe,
and staffs of convenient length, properly ornamented.
In the center of each flag
shall appear the crest and motto of the Order: above the center the words "
Division," (giving the full name of State.) and below, the same words, "Sons of
Veterans, United States of America."
Both flags shall be provided with suitable
oil-cloth covers.
Sec. 4. Commandery-in-Chief.
The first, or national color, of stars and stripes,
with the words. " Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans. United States of America."
on the stripes in an appropriate manner, in gold letters. The second, or Commandery color, of old gold. In the center of the flag shall appear the coat-of-arms of
the Order; above the same, in gold letters, the words, "Commandery-in-Chief,
Sons
of Veterans," and below the coat-of-arms the words, ''United States of America." The
reverse of the flag shall contain the coat-of-arms of the United States in the center,
with the same words in the same manner as the obverse.
The fringe of the flags
shall be of gold bullion, and the tassels and cords of gold.
Both frags shall be pro
vided with first-class jointed staffs, fine gilt eagles, substantial belts, and oil-cloth
covers.
The two small or Commandery colors shall also be of old gold, with goldbullion fringe, and staffs of convenient length, properly ornamented. In the center
of each flag shall appear the crest and motto of the Order; above the center piece,
with the words, " Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans," and below the same the
words, "Of the United States of America."
Both flags shall be provided with suita
ble oil cloth covers.
The Pbesidino Officeb: There being no objection, the sections are adopted ai
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: In section 5, strike out the words '"according to established
custom and usage," so that the section shall read:
Sec. 5. The Commandery, Division and Camp flags and colors shall be displayed
at all stated or special meetings of their respective bodies, and on parade.

The Pbesidino

Officeb:

Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re
'

ported.

Article

XIII,

"Coat-of-Arms."

flow

becomes

Article

XVII.

PBOCEEDINGS.
Strike out

the first paragraph of section
shall be as follows," so as to read:

1. and
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insert the words, "The eoat-of-arms

ARTICLE XVII. -Coat-of-Abmb.
Section 1. The coat-of-arms shall be as follows:
Shield. — The field is white; two sabres crossed, points up, in proper colors, en
circled by a wreath of laurels, green; on a chief azure (heraldic blue cobalt); the
rising sun, gold; in the disc the monogram "S. V.," in Vermillion: on the white field
arrange 13 stars of 5 points, as in the cut. in Vermillion.
Supporters. — On the right, a soldier in fatigue uniform (without arms) of 1861-'66,
viz: Dark-blue blouse, light-blue pants. Zouave cap, cross ond waist belts of brown
leather, on the buckle the letters "U. S."
On the left, a sailor — navy-blue shirt and
pants, black silk necktie, and regulation cap.
Crest. -An eagle (American) on rocks, in proper colors.
The scroll containing the mottoes is white, shaded at the ends with crimson lake,
letters black; the ornaments bordering the shield, and under the same, of gold; the
flags, naval and military, with cannon and muskets, all in their proper places, and
colors.
»

The Pbesiding

reported.
CuiiBMAN

Offickb:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

Bbown: Old article XIV is stricken out: seals being provided for al

ready.

The Pbesiding Officeb: There being no objection, the action of the committee
striking out old article XIV is concurred in.
Chaibman Bbown: Old article XV is stricken out, being superseded.
The Pbesiding Officeb: There beyig no objection, the action of the committee
striking out old article XV is concurred in.
Chaibman Bbown: Old article XVI, now article XVIII. ''Disbursements."
Strike
out section 1, and insert new section, as follows:

ARTICLE XVIII. — Finances

and Disbubsementb.
Section 1. The money and supplies of the Commandery-in-Chief shall be in the
custody of the Quartermaster General, of the Division in the hands of the Division
Quartermaster. The disbursement of funds of the Commandery-in-Chief and of the
several Divisions shall only be in behalf of the Sons of Veterans, its incidental ex
penses, and to promote and forward the interests and welfare of the Order.

The Presiding Offices:
reported.
Chaibman Bbown:

Section

There being no objection, the section is adopted as
2 is amended

so as to read:

Sec. 2. Disbursements shall only be made by direction of the Commandery-inChief and the several Division Encampments, the Council-in-Chief and Division
Councils, respectively: Provided, That during the intervals of the meetings of the
different Councils, the Commander-in-Chief and the Commanders of the several
Divisions may order disbursements to meet the usual and ordinary expenses of
their respective bodies.
All requisitions for money upon the Quartermaster Gen
eral and Division Quartermasters shall be drawn by the Adjutant General or Adju
tant, respectively, and such requisitions must be approved and signed by the
Commander-in-Chief or the Division Commanders for their respective bodies.

The Pbesiding

Offices:

There being no objection, the section is adopted

as

r*- ported.

Chaibman Bbown: Old article XVII, now article XIX, "Password and Counter
In section 1. in the second line, strike out the words "settle upon,"' and insign."
sej't "select," so that the section will read:
ARTICLE XIX. — Password and Countersign.
Section 1. The Commander-in-Chief shall select, and by means of a cipher dis
tribute, the semi-annual password and countersign to Divisions not in arrears. He
Khali so regulate the sending out of the same that they will reach the headquarters
of each Division by the first days of June and December of each year. The several
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Division Commanders will, in turn,

see that by cipher the new password and counter
sign reaches each Camp on or before the night set for the installation of the newlyelected officers, and that the same are duly promulgated on that occasion, but only
to such Camps as have sent in all reports and paid per capita tax. The Commanderin-Chief shall change the password and countersign whenever, in his opinion, the
interests of the Order demand it. The password shall in all cases be the name of an
officer or individual; the countersign that of a battle or place.

The Presiding Offices:
reported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as

Section

2

is unchanged, and is as follows:

The Commander-in-Chief shall also promulgate, at the time and in the
Sec.
manner above specified, a G. A. R. password and countersign, the same to be duly
communicated to the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, with
the request that it be promulgated in that organization: said password and coun
tersign to be used as a test of a comrade's right to admittance to the various meet
ings of our Order.
2.

The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection, the section is adopted as re

ported.
Chaibman Brown: Old article XVIII, now article XX. "Rituals, <fec."
the article entire, and insert in lieu thereof, as section 1, the following:

Strike out

ARTICLE XX.— Rituals, etc.
Section 1. The general use of the ritual for Camp service is prohibited: no Camp
shall be allowed over four rituals, and the Camp Commander shall make it his es
pecial duty to see that each and all of his subordinates are fully instructed as to
their duties and parts.
The Pbesidino Officer: There being no objection, the article is adopted as re
ported.
Chairman Brows: Old article XIX. now article XXI, "Religion and Politios," is
not changed, and reads:

ARTICLE XXI.— Religion

and

Politics.

Section 1. It shall be the special duty of the Commandery-in-Chief to see that
the Order fully maintains, for all coining time and in all respects, its claims of being
a strictly non-sectarian and non-political association.
The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, the article is adopted as
reported.
Chairman Brown: Old article XX, "Titles and Tactics." is stricken out, for the
reason that it belongs to the military rank.
The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, the action of the committee
in striking out old article XX is concurred in.
Chairman Brown: Old article XXI, now article XXII. " Resignation and Leave
of Absence." In section 1, strike out the final letter "s" on the word "leaves" in
the first line, and change "or" to "and" in the first line on page 66, and in the same
line strike out the word "respectively." so that the section will read:
ARTICLE XXII. — Resignation and Leave of Absence.
Section 1. Leave of absence and resignation of commissioned officers shall be
applied for and forwarded to the commanding officer in charge of the headquarters
from whence the commission was issued.
The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chairman Brown: In section 2, strike out the words "Colonel commanding," and
insert "Division Commander," so as to read:
Sec. 2. Elective officers of Camps absenting themselves from the jurisdiction of
their Camps for 80 days, or more, shall apply to the Division Commander for leave
of absence.
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There being no objection, the section is adopted as

Section

8 is

unchanged, and reads:

Sec. 3. Elective officers of Divisions absenting themselves from the Division
days, or more, shall apply to the Commander-in-Chief for leave of absence.

30

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the section is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: Old article XXII is stricken out.
The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the action of the committee
in striking out old article XXII is concurred in.
Chaibman Bbown: Strike out article XXIII, and insert in lieu thereof the fol
lowing:

ARTICLE XXIII.

Section 1. No member of the Sons of Veterans, TJ. S. A., shall use the name of
the Order as a sign for any advertising purpose.
Newspapers and magazines pub
lished in the interest of the Order by members of the Order alone excepted.
The Pbesiding Offioeb:
reported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection,

Strike out article

XXIV,

the

article is adopted as

and insert a new article, as follows:

ARTICLE XXIV.

Section 1. It shall be lawful for members of this Order to use either the term
•'Comrade" or "Brother" in addressing eaoh other.
The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, the artiole is adopted as
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: That finishes the Commandery-in-Chief Constitution.
Now
comes "Rules of Order for the Commandery-in-Chief, and all Subordinate Branches
of the Sons of Veterans." Rules 1 and 2 are unchanged, and read:

RULES OF ORDER
For the Gommandery-lu-Chtef

and all Subordinate Branches of the Sons of Veterans.
commanding
offioeb.

1. The commanding officer shall state every question properly presented to the
Before put
meeting, and shall pronounce the decision of the same on all subjects.
ting the question to a vote, he shall ask: "Is the Commandery ready for the ques
tion?" If no member shall rise to speak, the commanding officer shall rise and put
the question, and after he has arisen, no member shall be permitted to speak upon it.
2. The commanding officer may speak to points of order in preference to other
members rising for that purpose.
If two or more members of the Commandery rise
to speak at the same time, the commanding officer shall decide which member is en

titled to the floor.

The Pbesidino Offices: There being no objection, rules 1 and 2 are adopted
reported.
Chaibman Bbown: In the third rule of order, strike out the words "This ques
tion shall be put to the Encampment by the next officer in rank and command," so
that the rule will read:

as

3. The commanding officer shall, if he so elects, decide all questions of order with
out debate, subject, however, to an appeal to the meeting by any member, when the
question shall be: "Shall the decision of the chair stand as the judgment of the En

campment?"

The Pbesidino Offices:
ported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the rule is adopted as re

Rulqa 4 and 5 are unchanged, and read:

4. No question shall be put by the commanding officer that has not been duly
seconded and stated; and, if any two members demand it, the commanding officer
shall require the question to be reduced to writing, and presented in that form.
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5. When the decision of any vote is doubted, the commanding officer shall direct
the proper officer to count the vote in the affirmative and negative, and report the
result to him.

The Pbebiding Offices:

There being no objection, rules

4 and 5 are

adopted as

Ch.vibman

Bbown:

Rule

(!,

reported.
"Members,'' is unchanged, and reads:

(5.

memuk.uk.

Each member desiring to speak shall arise and respectfully address the com
He shall strictly confine his remarks to the question under debate,
manding officer.
and shall carefully avoid all personalities, and all indecorous or sarcastic language.

7,

f

The Pbesiding Offioeb: There being no objection, the rule is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: In rule
strike out the letter "a" in the next to the last line,
so as to read:

There being no objection,
8

The Pbebiding Ofeioek:
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Rule

the rule

is

7.

Any improper conduct, the use of any abusive, disorderly, or profane lan
guage, the disobedience of the orders of the commanding officer, or any misbehavior
of any member in the meeting, shall render him liable to be tried by court-martial,
and to punishment for his misconduct.
adopted as re

is unchanged, and reads:

A

member speaking shall not be interrupted, except to call him to order, or
8.
for the purpose of explanation.

rule

strike out the word "again" in the last line, so as
is

9. If a member, while speaking,
called to order,
commanding officer, take his seat until the question

he

shall,

so directed by the
when, if permitted,

if

In

There being no objection, the rule is adopted as re

is

Offices:

it,

The Pbesidino

ported.
Chaibman Bbown:
to read:

decided,

he may. proceed.

The Pbesidino Offioeb: There being no objection, the rule is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Rule 10 is unchanged, and reads:
member while speaking, or to hinder
Any conversation calculated to disturb
violation of order, and, if persisted in,
shall be deemed
a

10.

a

the transaction of business,
shall incur censure.

demanded

vote is had.

adopted as re

division of question containing two or more distinct propositions may be
by any member.
a

12.

A

The Pbesidino Offioeb: There being no objection, the rule
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Rule 12 is unchanged, and reads:

a

motion may be withdrawn by the mover and second before
is

11.

A

The Pbebiding Offioeb: There being no objection, the rule is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: In rule 11, strike out, in the second line, the last syllable of
the word "seconder,"' and also strike out the last two lines, so as to read:

The name of

member making

a

13.

a

The Pbesidino Offioeb: There being no objection, the rule is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Rule 13. In the second line, strike out the words "or offering
any business," so as to read:
motion shall be entered on the minutes.
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There being no objection, the rule is adopted as re
is unchanged, and reads:

14

14. All members present entitled to vote shall vote on all questions, unless ex
cused by a vote of the meeting, to" be taken without debate.

The Pbesidi.no Offices:

There being no objection, the rule is adopted as re

ported.
Chaibman Bbown: In rule
in the last line, so as to read:
15.

15,

strike out the word

"for"

in the first line, and also

No member shall speak longer than five minutes on any subject or questiou,

and no member shall speak more than once on any subject or question until all who
desire to speak shall have had an opportunity to do so, and then only by permission
of the commanding officer, and not longer than five minutes.

The Pbesiding

Offices:

ported.
Chaibman Bbown:

Rule

There being no objection,
16,

the rule is adopted as re

unchanged, and reads:

16. When a member is called to order for words spoken in debate, the objection
able words shall, if required, be reduced to writing.

The Pbesiding Offices: There being no objection, the rule is adopted as re
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: In rule 17. "Debates," in next to the last line, strike out the
words "have to" and insert the word "shall," so as to read:
DEBATES.

When a question is before the meeting, the only motion in order shall be:
First, to take a recess; second, to lay on the table; third, the previous question;
fourth, to postpone indefinitely; fifth, to postpone for a definite period; sixth, to
postpone; seventh, to refer; eighth, to amend; all of which motions shall have prece
dence in the order named, and the first three shall be decided without debate.
17.

The Pbesiding

Officeb:

ported.
Chaibman Bbown:

There being no objection, the rule is adopted

Amend rule

18, so as

as

re

to read as follows:

When the previous question is moved by a member of one Division and sec
onded by at least two members of other Divisions, or, in Division Encampments,
when moved by a member of one Camp and seconded by at least two members of
other Camps, it shall preclude all other motions and debate; and it shall be put in
this form: "Shall the main question now be put? " If the main question be ordered,
the vote shall at once be taken, without debate.
18.

The Pbebidino

Offices:

ported.
Chaibman Bbown:

Rule

There being no objection, the rule is adopted as re
19,

"Motions, etc.," is unchanged,

and

reads as follows:

MOTIONS, ETC.
19. A motion to adjourn is always in order, except — first, while a member is
speaking; second, while a vote is being taken; third, when to adjourn was the last
preceding motion. A motion to adjourn cannot be amended, but when made to ad
journ to a given time or place, it is open to amendment and debate. If a motion
to adjourn is carried, the commanding officer shall close immediately in due form.
If in Camp meeting, or if in Division or Commandery Encampment, it is understood
to mean a recess until the following day, exoept at the last day's session, when it
means an adjournment sine die.

The Pbesiding Offices: There being no objection,
ported.
Chaibman Bbown: Rules

the rule is adopted as re

20, 21 and 22 are unohanged, and read as follows:
But two amendments can be pending at one time.
21. The reading of any paper relative to the subject under consideration shall
always be in order.
20.
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22. When a question has been postponed indefinitely, it shall not again be acted
upon at the same meeting.

The Presiding Officeb: There being no objection, the rules are adopted as re
ported.
Chaieman Bbows: Rule 23 is stricken out.
The Presiding Officeb: There being no objection, rule 23 is stricken out as
reported by the committee.
Chaieman Bbown: Rules 24. 25. 26, 27, 28, 211,30, 31 and 32 become 23, 24, 25, 26,
27, 28, 29, 30, and 31, are unchanged, and read as follows:
23. When a blank is to be filled, the question shall be taken first on the largest
sum or number, or the longest or latest time proposed, or in the order of nomina
tion, if to be filled in with the name of a person.
24. The yeas and nays may be required and entered upon the minutes at the call
of any three members, and each member present shall be required to place his vote
on record, unless excused.
25. All reports and resolutions shall be submitted in writing, and when from a
committee they shall be signed by a majority of the same.
26. When a majority
report is followed by a report from the minority of the
committee, the former shall lay upon the table until the latter is presented, after
which, on motion, either may be considered.
27. When a report has been read, it shall be considered properly before the meet
ing without any motion to accept.
28. When a report is submitted with a resolution attached, action shall be had
on the resolution only, unless the report be considered improper or incomplete,
when it may be re-committed.
When no resolution accompanies the report, such
report may be altered or amended, or adopted as read. No report or resolution
properly before the meeting shall be withdrawn without its permission, the same to
be given or refused without debate.
29. The questions not debatable are: First, to adjourn, when to adjourn simply:
second, to lay on the table; third, for the previous question; fourth, to take up any
particular item of business; fifth, to grant leave to speak; sixth, to grant leave to
withdraw a report or resolution; seventh, to excuse from voting.
30. Cushing*s Manual shall govern all cases of order not embodied in the forego
ing rules, and it is hereby especially provided that these rules of order shall not be
altered, added to. or amended, except upon propositions submitted in writing, and
by a three-fourths vote of those present and voting, at a stated yearly meeting of
the Commandery-in-Chief.
31. These rules of order shall apply to all branches of the Order.

The Pbesidino Officer: There being no objection, the rules are adopted as re
ported.
Chairman Brown: All the rest of the printed Constitution, including the Ad
denda, is stricken out.
The Presidino Officer: There being no objection, this action of the committee
is concurred in.
Chairman Bbown: That ends the report of the committee. It is signed, E. W.
Hatch, chairman, J. B. Maccabe and O. B. Brown.
Col. W. E. Bundt, of Ohio: General, before any motion is put, I should like jto
ask consent to call attention to one matter that seems to be inconsistent.
It is found
on page 42 of the Constitution.
The committee reported no change in section 1,
article I, General Rules and Regulations.
The inconsistency is: "Application for a
charter shall be signed by at least 10 persons eligible to membership in the Sons of
Veterans, as provided in chapter II, article I." I understand that that has already
been fixed as 15 members.
Chairman Bbown: That is so.
Col. W. E. Bundt, of Ohio: I presume, by general consent, that can be changed
and made consistent.
Another matter is, that it shall be accompanied by a charter
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fee of not less than $10 nor more than $15.
It should be not less than $10 nor more
The Divisions ought to have more latitude in this matter.
$20.

Bed. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa:

General,

I

now insist upon the regular order.

The Pbesidinq Offices: If the regular order is insisted upon, we must now take
recess until to-morrow morning.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: I ask unanimous consent to make this motion. I
move that the limit be made $20 instead of $15; that the maximum limit be made
$20, leaving the minimum at $10, as it is at present.
Col. Chas. F. Mobhison, of Montana: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.*
Col. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: It will be remembered that the committee
were instructed to report a section providing some insignia of rank for the Chaplainin-Chief.
The committee now report a section to be inserted in the proper article,
that the insignia of the rank of Chaplain-in-Chief, etc., be the shepherd's crook,
upon a field as set forth in the Regulations.
The Pbksiding Offices: I understand that that is the report of the committee,
and it will be adopted as such if there is no objection." Is there objection?
The
chair hears none, and the section is adopted as reported by Brother Maccabe.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: General, I move that the report of the committee as
it stands, as it has been amended by this Commandery in its various sections, be
now adopted as a whole.

S. Weeks, of New York: I second the motion.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: General, I rise to a point of order. Each one of
those sections has been adopted separately, and the motion is unnecessary.
The Presiding Offices: The ohair holds the point of order not well taken. It
is moved by Colonel Bundy, seconded by General Weeks, that the report of the
committee as amended be now adopted as a whole. Those in favor of the motion
will signify the same by saying Aye.
The contrary, No. The ayes appear to have
it. The ayes have it, and the motion prevails. In accordance with the special order
adopted yesterday morning, the Commandery will now take a recess until to-mor
row morning, at 9 o'olock.

Col. B.

WEDNESDAY MORNING SESSION.
August 26, 1891.
of the Commander-in-Chief, the Commandery-in-Chief was called
to order by the Major General, at 9 o'clock a.m.
The Pbesiding Offices: The Adjutant General will proceed to read the minutes
of yesterday's session.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: Commander,
move that the minutes of yester
day's sessions of the Commandery-in-Chief be approved without reading.
Bbo. J. B. Reeve, of Nebraska: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Pbebidinq Offices: The next order of business is the report of the Com
mittee on Military Rank.
Gen. Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: General, the Chaplain-in-Chief's report has
not been read yet.
Let us have that.

In

the absence

I

* Note. — Section 1, Article V, printed at top ot p. 206, Is therefore amended In the seventh line, and
rbould read 120 instead of tl5.

—16
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The Pbesiding Offices: If there is no objection, we will hear the report of the
Chaplain-in-Chief at this time.
The Chaplain-in-Chief submitted his report.

REPORT

L.

OF THE CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF.

J.

Galesbubo,

III.,

August

20, 1891.

Webb, Commander-in-Chief:
re
Having been honored by appointment as Chaplain-in-Chief on your staff,
speotfully submit to you the following report:
The object of the labor assigned to the Chaplain-in-Chief is to give an idea of
the part taken by the Sons of Veterans in Sunday service and the services on Me
morial Day. The eight questions previously submitted seem to embrace all that is
of importance in this matter; consequently, no new ones were added by the present
incumbent of this office.
It seems, however, that many Camp Chaplains have failed to faithfully perform
their duty; consequently, the reports generally submitted by the Chaplains of the
various Divisions are incomplete. We are not informed as to the method generally
employed by Division Chaplains, but are of the opinion that the proper course to pur
sue is for the Division Chaplain to issue a circular letter, calling special attention
to the value of these reports, and urging the necessity of earnest attention.
Men
tion of this matter in General Orders usually receives only general recognition, while
something more specific would produce desired results.
We have received reports from 21 Divisions, and it is surprising to find how few
Camps have sent in reports. If these reports are to be taken as a true index to the
number of brothers actually participating in memorial services, there is a dilatoriness manifested much to be deplored. The truth is, that two or three times as many
Camps participated as reported. These words are not spoken in a complaining
way. but only to insist that the principles of our beloved Order are too noble and too
''To keep green the memories of our fathers, and their
sacred to be disregarded.
sacrifices for the maintenance of the Union, aid needy and distressed veterans, pro
tect and care for widows and orphans, perpetuate the memory of the heroic dead"
these are principles that should touch a responsive chord in every patriotic bosom.
As our organization is a school of patriotism founded upon these imperishable prin
ciples, and designed for their emulation, the importance of these reports showing
how generously the brothers responded to service cannot be estimated.
The reports of this year aggregate on the various questions more than last year,
but considering the growth of the Order, the gain is not as great as it should be.
1,034
Number of Camps reporting
31,858
Number of brothers In Camp . 20,180
Number of brothers In line
13,108
Number of brothers In line, uniformed
Number of brothers in line, armed
5.037
13,93!)
Number of brothers in Sunday services
Number of deaths
168
Camps furnishing tiring squads
209
Oen.

Camps where addresses were delivered

I

by Sons of Veterans

162

Pennsylvania reported largest number of brothers in Camps, largest number of
brothers in line, furnished greatest number of firing squads, had most men armed,
most attending Sunday services, and reported largest number of deaths.
Massa
chusetts had most men uniformed.
Kansas furnished most orators.
Camps having 100 per cent, of membership in line: Pennsylvania, Camps Nos.
80, 96, 141. 175, 177. 180, 208, 246. 281; Kansas. Camps Nos. 29, 41, 93, 148, 191, 193.
226, 234; Illinois. Camps Nos. 262, 373, 299, 110, 8, 281; Massachusetts, Camp No. 2:
Nebraska, Camps Nos. 72, 84; Michigan, Camps Nos. 102, 169; New Jersey, Camps
Nos. 9, 31; New York, Camps Nos. 153, 172, 180, 184, 191; Alabama and Tennessee,
Camp No. 20; Wisconsin. Camps Nos. 33. 65; Maine. Camp No. 8; Minnesota, Camps
Nos. 30, 37; Vermont, Camp No. 18; Iowa. Camps Nos. 107, 197; Indiana, Camp No.
127.

The Divisions furnished orators for Memorial Day as follows: Massachusetts, 4;
Nebraska. 7: Michigan, 2; New Jersey, 3; Kansas. 38; New York, 12; Connecticut.
1: Colorado, 4: Wisconsin, 4: Maine, 2; California, 3; Maryland, 5; Illinois, 19; Min
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nesota, 5; Montana, 2; Vermont, 8; New Hampshire, 14; Iowa,
Indiana, 15. Kansas, 1st; Pennsylvania, 2d; Illinois, 3d.

California.
Maryland
Pennsylvania

Michigan
Sew Jersey

,

Alabama and Tennessee.

.

Sew York

126
33
55
15

1,617
382
56
817
2.967
540
474
1,312
600
:,r,ii
227
427
3.190
250
1,958
569
181
2.257
549
747
517

700
241
26
572
2,896
364
263
380
384
366
125
812
2,575
200
1,850
535
32
741
206
409
401

384
163
20
278
777
72
80
276
201
227
111
217
923
106
326
281
483
161
339
92

1,240
233
40
627
2,199
370
378
980
391
389
170
398
2,258
169
1.570
430
68
1.733
379
589
358

•JO.ISO

13.108

5.537

13.939

is

-

12

19

19
9 141 S 2 5

1,446
4,710
874
904
1,919
1,034
954
455
862
4,941
306
3,132
940
140
3. 529
910
1,173
698

8

11

17

15

12
26

6 8 2 2

.

.
,

Wisconsin

9

Indiana..

54
127
34
37
65
48
34
18
20
136
12
109
37

S$

e 11
i» 5- s
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§^

31

38

as
4

4

Montana
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-
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1
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9

Pennsylvania, 25;

2 3 1

©
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1 — Chaplain's

&

No.

3

TABLE
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..

136
127
136

Note.— Massachusetts deserves special mention, because her report reached headquarters June 10.
Divisions not reporting: Ohio, Arkansas, South Dakota, Florida, Kentucky, Missouri, Rhode Island,
West Virginia, Washington, Oregon.

No. 2- Showino which Camp in Each Division
Brothers Belonging to it.

has

the Greatest

Numbeb

of

»

Maine

California
Maryland
Illinois

Minnesota
Montana
Vermont;
New Hampshire.

Iowa
Pennsylvania
Indiana

i

8, 2,

of Pennsylvania, shows the largest
Camp No.
of New Jersey, stands next, with
Camp No.
No. 96, of Massachusetts, third, with

membership

g

TABLE

96
53
138
84
76
75
91
45
248
65
248
240
175
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146
174
■235
14
19

Minnesota

15
126
1 7 2

Illinois
Maryland
California
Maine

has

the Greatest Number of

.
.

60
124
29
66
82
35
36
CI
109
19
50

Wisconsin
Colorado
Alabama and Tennessee.
Connecticut
New York
Kansas
New Jersey

Michigan

Nebraska
Massachusetts

III
40
45
75
04
183
38
39
11!

1

Indian»
Pennsylvania . . .
Iowa
New Hampshire.
Vermont
Montana

Division

Brothers in Line.

3
■a
>
o

mvrsioN.

IS
20

in

10
<«i
95

8,

of New Jersey, shows the largest number
No.
No. 174, of Pennsylvania, stands second, with
No. 175, of Massachusetts, third, with
No.
of Maryland, fourth, with

185
124

Ill

109

2,

which Camp in each Division has the Largest Number of
Brothers in Line, Uniformed.

1 7

35
14
19

Illinois

2

26

3

15

a*

Wisconsin
Colorado
Alabama

37
1

26
100
23
66
32
13
43
40
109
20
42

and Tennessee.

Connecticut
New York
Kansas
New Jersey

■24
26
G

2

149

*!

20
144
H

DIVISION.

g

— Showing

i

No.

0g ■8
3 S1

TABLE
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Camp
Camp
Camp
Camp

Camp in Each
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No. 3 — Showing which

9

TABLE
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of Number
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Michigan

II)
16
06

Nebraska
Massachusetts

8,

160

2,

of New Jersey, shows the largest number
Camp No.
Camp No. 96, of Massachusetts, stands second, with
of Maryland, third, with
Camp No.

109

No. 5- Showing which Camp in Each Division
Brothers in Line, Armed.

has
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I cannot close my report without thanking the brothers for the very kind and
Generally the re
courteous good-will exercised toward me during the past year.
sponses to my communications were prompt and satisfactory, and I improve this
opportunity of expressing my heartfelt thanks. And to General Webb, who has so
gallantly led our Order along the highway of prosperity, rendering untiring service
and making noble sacrifice, I extend my sincerest gratitude, assuring him that it
Trusting that
has been an honor and a pleasure to me to be a member of his staff.
he may be spared many years to still further enrich the Order by his wise counsel,
his faithfulness and devotion, and that the brothers will be as loyal to his successor
as they have been to him, I remain respectfully, in F., C, and L.,
C. A. Gakht, Chaplain-in-Chief.
Gabst: General, I will say, in addition to my report, that
from South Dakota escaped my notice. I have the report that was
handed me, but in order to include it, it would be necessary for me to change my
whole report ; and unless I can make some general supplemental report, by simply
reading the number of brothers they had in line, I do not conceive how I can in
If the Commander-in-Chief rules that that is allowable. I
clude that in my report.
will make that supplemental report.
Col. Li. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: General, I would like to have the report from
South Dakota incorporated in the report of the Chaplain-in-Chief when it is printed.
I only got the report about two weeks ago, and, not knowing the address of the
Chaplain-in-Chief, I brought it with me and delivered it to him here.
The Pbesiding Officer: If hear I no objection, the Chaplain-in-Chief will be
allowed to make the correction before filing the report. The chair hears no objec
tion, and it will be so ordered.
Is the Committee on Military Rank ready to report?
Colonel Stadden does not seem to be here.

Chaplain-in-Chief

the report
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Adjutant Genebal Hebod:
den,

I

Commander, while we are waiting for Colonel Stad-

have a couple of telegrams to read to the Encampment.

Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief :
Pbotidenck, R. I., August 25, 1891.
My greetings to you and delegates assembled.
Sincerely hope your deliberations
will be productive of much good to our Order. Deeply regretting that my private
business prevents my being with you. I am.
Fraternally yours,
E. J. San Souci, Lieut. Gen.
Denver, Colo., August
To the Tenth Annual Encampment,

L.

Sons of Veterans,

J.

26, 1891.

Webb, Commander-in-Chief:
Farragut Camp No. 1, Division of Colorado, in session assembled, sends greeting
to officers and members of the Tenth Annual Encampment assembled.
Take care
of Kenneday and Anderson.

The Peekidino Offices: Colonel Stadden is now present, and we will hear the
report of the Committee on Military Rank.
Colonel Stadden submitted the committee's report.

REPORT

OF

THE COMMITTEE

MILITARY RANK.

ON

J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief:
Sib — Your Committee on Military Rank beg leave to report that, in conformity
with their instructions from the Ninth Annual Encampment, they have prepared a
plan of organization and a code for the government of a military rank, to be known
as the " Sons of Veterans* Guards," and herewith present a brief abstract of the same.
I. — FORMATION.
Gen. Leland

(1) Whensoever 32 members of one or more neighboring Camps, in good stand
ing, shall have duly applied for and received a warrant from the Commander-inChief for the purpose, they shall be mustered in as a company, electing their own
officers.
(2) Ten companies shall constitute a full regiment, under command of a
Colonel, elected by the line officers: Provided, That whenever five companies are
organized within one Division they shall be formed into a regiment under command
of a Lieutenant Colonel. (8) Whenever two or more full regiments are organized
within a Division they shall be formed into a brigade, with the regulat ion officers,
the commanding officer to lie elected by the field and line officers.

II. — Regulations.
The Guards to be governed by a code of regulations based upon those of the
United States army, as adapted to the needs and uses of this rank, by the Com
mandant and Military Board, appointed by the Commander-in-Chief.
III. — Revenues.
(1) The necessary expenses of the Guard, as a whole, shall be defrayed by the
a muster fee and commission fees.
(2) Brigade, regimental and company
expenses shall be raised and expended according to the special by-laws of these
bodies, approved by the Commandant and Commander-in-Chief.

levy of

IV. — Uniform

and

Equipment.

(1) The uniform shall conform as closely as may be to the fatigue pattern of the
United States army. (2) The equipment shall be that at present in use by the United
States army.

V. — Tactics.
Upton's Tactics shall be the official drill manual.

In accordance wherewith,

wo offer the following

resolutions and move their adop

tion:
Resolved, That the Commander-in-Chief be and he hereby is instructed to appoint
Commandant and an advisory board of five military members, empowered to organ
ize and establish a military rank, in conformity with the provisions of chapter — ,
article — , of the revised Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and to report in detail
a
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next National Encampment as members of the Commandery-in-Chief ex officio;
and further
Resolved, That the sum of $300 be and it hereby is appropriated for this purpose,
to be expended by said board, upon orders drawn on the Quartermaster General by
the Commandant, countersigned by the Commander-in-Chief:
Provided, That all
communications and announcements to members of the Order as such, or to any of
its organized bodies, (other than the military rank,) shall be approved and promul
gated by the Commander-in-Chief: And provided further, That, on application of at
least 21 members in good standing, approved by Commandant and Commander-inChief, the Commander-in-Chief shall issue a warrant to form the Company.
at the

Geo. B. Stadden,
Habby S. Fulleb,
E. H. Milham,
Committee on Military Rank.

Col. Geoboe B. Stadden, of Illinois: General, I now move the adoption of the
resolution concluding the report of the committee.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: I second the motion.
Colonel Stadden, of Illinois: General, I wish to state that the committee had
prepared a report in detail of how this body shall be organized and governed; but
after consulting with the joint committees, it was thought advisable to simply give
the outlines of this military rank, so that the Commandery need not be tired by the
reading; and, furthermore, inasmuch as this is an experiment, and any iron-clad
laws we might lay down at this time might be found during the year not to apply
at all, and to work an injury to the end which we all wish to attain, the good of the
Order, we thought this course advisable. Therefore, we submit this resolution:
That a board be appointed by the Commander-in-Chief, with the Commandant, and
that they organize this military rank during the coming year, on the plan laid out,
If they find that this committee plan is not the proper one, they
by the committee.
can change it.
We want to give this board the power to organize the military rank
in the proper manner, they then to report to the next meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief for formal approval and indorsement. That is stating it as shortly and
briefly as possible.
Bbo. J. B. Reeve, of Nebraska: Commander, I wish to offer an amendment to
that clause in the report in regard to the number required for the company.
The Pbesidino Offices: As the chair understands it, the question is upon the
adoption of the resolution, and no amendment to the report is in order. The only
coarse of procedure would be to recommit this report to the committee. The ques
tion is not now upon the report, but upon the resolution attached to the report.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb. of Wisconsin: General, in order to facilitate the busi
ness, would it not be well to divide the question.
With the consent of the chairman
of the committee, I move, first, that the report of the committee be accepted, and
secondly, that the resolution offered by the committee be adopted. In that way the
committee's report will be before us, and the resolution will be before us separately.
Otherwise, they will get mixed up.
Cot. E. W. Bundy, of Ohio: General, I move that the resolution be tabled for the
present, to make way for a motion that the report of the committee be read section
by section. That is the only proper way to get at it.
Bbo. J. B. Reeve, of Nebraska, I second the motion.
. The motion was agreed to.
Bbo. Henby Abels, of Illinois: Does not that carry with it the entire report?
Col,. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Most assuredly it does. Now, I move that the re
port of Colonel Stadden, as chairman of the Committee on Military Rank, be taken
from the table and acted upon, section by section.
Bbo. Jesse Roote, of Missouri: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

'
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The Presiding Offices:

Proceed with the reading of the report.
Colonel Stadden read the first section of the report, as follows:

Your Committee on Military Rank beg leave to report that, in conformity with
their instructions from the Ninth Annual Encampment, Conimandery-in-Chief. they
have prepared a plan of organization and a code for the government of a military
rank, to be known as the "Sons of Veterans' Guards," and herewith present a brief
abstract of the same.
The Presiding Offices: If there is no objection, this section will be considered
Proceed.
adopted. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Colonel Stadden continued the reading of the report, as follows:
I. Formation. Whenever 32 members of one or more neighboring Camps in
good standing shall have duly applied for and received a warrant from the Com
mander-in-Chief for the purpose, they shall be mustered in as a company, electing
their own officers.
B. Reeve, of Nebraska: General, I move an amendment to that section,
striking out "thirty-two," and inserting "twenty-one;" for the reason, that making
it 32 would shut out most of the Camps in the Division of Nebraska.
The motion was seconded.
Bbo. F. O.Wilkinson, of Ohio: General, I move to amend the amendment, by
making it read " twenty-four men and three officers."
Gen. D. W. Wood, of Indiana: General, I second the amendment made by Brother
Bbo.

J.

Wilkinson.
Bbo. Jesse Roote. of Misssouri: General, I certainly hope that this amendment
will not prevail.
This committee has been at work for 12 months on this subject,
It does not shut out the Colonel's Camps in Ne
and ought to know what is best.
braska. It provides that when 32 members of one or more neighboring Camps have
applied for, etc.; and if you have not got 32 men in one Camp, let two Camps come
together. It seems to me 32 is a small enough company.
Bbo. J. B. Reeve, of Nebraska: General, probably I am better posted on the
Camps in Nebraska than my brother from Missouri, and I say to this Encampment
that this section of the report will shut out a very large majority of the Camps in
Nebraska, and not only that, but a large majority of the Camps throughout the
With 21 men we have four sets of fours and five officers, and
western Divisions.
that makes a very respectable showing. It is impossible, you will find, to get two
or more Camps in the country to join in a uniform regiment, or company.
Who
Bbo. F. <). Wilkinson, of Ohio: General, what is the need of five officers?
ever heard of a company that had five commissioned officers?
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I am not in favor of the amendment.
think our good friend from Nebraska offers the very strongest possible argument
against it. He says his Camps are not close together. Then let them say this to
each other: "Boys, wo want a military organization, a military company; let's go
over to the next town, to the next cross-roads, and see the boys over there and or
That is just the
ganize a Camp, and then we will organize a military company."
point we are fighting for. There is just where we believe this military rank is going
to benefit the Order. It is going to bring more Camps in, and bring them closer to
He offers the very strongest argument possible for requiring the company
gether.
to be a big company, because then Camps will spring up all over his Division, and
they will stay alive. If you have 32 men. you can have a platoon in one Camp and
a platoon in another.
Adjutant Genebal Hebod: General. I disagree with the Past Commander-inChief. I have had something to do with the uniform rank, and I know it is almost
impossible to get a uniform rank in any lodge or in any order. I want to tell you
that if the report of the committee is adopted, requiring 32 men, it will shut out

I
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nine-tenths of the Camps in the Order, and we will not have any uniform rank at all.
Away will go the arguments made here yesterday, that the uniform rank would allow
Camps to make a better display. We know there are other orders that have uniform
ranks that are successful, and they even go lower — they put it at 16. I, for one,
would never vote for less than 24 men. I can Bee that it is possible to reach up to
24 men, but if you make it 32 men, there are very few Camps that can organize a
company with that number; and then the argument of our Brother Pollitt would be
true, that it would shut out the military feature entirely.
Let us put it at 24 men,
and then it will be possible to have a uniform rank in at least half the Camps in the
Order.
Col. P. McCbillis, of Illinois: General. I am not in favor of this amendment,

I think I have good reason for my position. This is not simply a question of
military rank; it is a question of the Sons of Veterans' Guards. I am in favor of
If we are
something practical — something that is to be a military organization.
going to have 16 or 18 or 24 men, it is nothing but a squad; that is the idea. We
are to form military companies; and when a certain number of companies tiave
I am sure that our brothers do not
come in, then we are going to have a regiment.
want to see companies of 24 men mustered into the military guards. That would
not be a company; it would simply be a squad. And how many of those men would
you get out? You have got 24 men, all told, in your company. When you turned
Now, if we are going to have
out, you would not get but from 15 to 16 of them.
We ought to have 100 men in a company, not
this military, let us have it military.
24.
That is the way I look at it.
Colonel, Stadden, of Illinois: General, I wish to correct what I believe to be a
The idea of the committee, and they have studied this thing care
false impression.
fully for the past year, is that a company shall be composed of one Camp, if the
Camp can raise 32 members; if not, that it shall be composed of two or more Camps.
Now my good brother Herod says he knows of uniform ranks that have only 16.
want to say that he don't know of a good one where the requirement is as low as 16The uniform rank, K. of P., have it 27. If you form as a military company proper,
you have to have your Captain, First and Second Lieutenants, First Sergeant, four
and

I

duty Sergeants and four Corporals, and five sets of fours, making 32 men. Now there
are lots of Camps that 24 will shut out- lots of Camps that 16 will shut out, if we are
talking for one Camp. But let us talk for all. Now the idea is, if there is a Camp
at Minneapolis that can furnish 16 men, that is a platoon. If St. Paul has a Camp
that can furnish 16 men, that is a platoon, and the two make a company; and it
matters not whether it is in the Nebraska Division, the Illinois Division, or the Ohio
Division, when we have a company we have a ccrtnpany, and you have got all the
The idea is not to have a great number of officers that will repre
proper officers.
We want officers absolutely representing a company, or absolutely
sent nothing.
representing a regiment; and in adopting this report providing for 32 members we
simply provide for a company; not that it shall come from one Camp, but from one
or more neighboring Camps.
Col. E. G. Wobdkn, of Montana: General, I do not pretend to be well posted in
military affairs, but I can very clearly see the point made by Colonel McCrillis and
I can Bee that, in order to maintain a company, there
the gentleman back of me.
must be men in it. Now, then, we will take the western part of Dakota and Montana.
The suggestion which was made by the Past Commander-in-Chief, that we go to the
next cross-roads and organize a Camp, is all right, but I would say that it is often
the case that in our Divisions the next cross-roads is from 20 to 50 miles distant,
and perhaps is only just a cross-roads.
there is considerable distance between

While we have some good large towns, yet
them.
Take some parts of Montana, and
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forae partB of Colorado, and western Nebraska, and in through there, and you can
not go to the next cross-roads and form a Camp in order to form a company.
think the scheme should be made so that we can hare our companies. I am in favor
of that.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: General, I move you that the number of men
I do it for this reason.
be placed at 100 instead of 32.
The Presiding Officer: The motion is out of order. It is in the nature of an
amendment, and there are already two amendments pending.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Then I will speak upon the amendment pend
ing. , I wish I had the eloquence of Brother Bundy to express my thoughts, but
brothers, you are doing something here to-day that means the disorganization of
I thought this over
the Sons of Veterans. J am positive of it. ,1 speak advisedly.
last night as I went to my room, and although I had a good speech in my mind
then, I cannot reproduce it; but in conversation with one of our brothers last night,
a brother from New England, who is in favor of this uniform rank, I found that the
basis' of this movement was simply the idea of grasping the shoulder-straps from off
our shoulders. That is the germ of this whole movement, as I am told by a brother
In their State they have a law that
who is Colonel of a New England Division.
prohibits armed bodies, and I asked him if this uniform rank was established how
on earth they would be benefited by it. He said they would not be benefited by it.
Then, if they are not to be benefited by it. the western Divisions I know are not to
be benefited by it. and why this movement ? Now, I tell you, brothers, you are go

I

ing to destroy your western Divisions if you persist in this thing.
Gen. H. B. Baouley, of West Virginia: General, I rise to a point of order.
Brother Lyon is not speaking to the question. His remarks are in reference to
adopting the military rank, which has already been adopted.
The Presiding Officer: The chair thinks the point of order is well taken.
General Baouley, of West Virginia: General, I would say that this is not a
mutter of getting shoulder-straps off, as I understand it, but rather of making the
command under the officer who wears them correspond to the shoulder-straps. That
Now, what is the basis of
is our object in forming the military rank and company.
What is the maximum and mini
a military company in the United States army !
What provision have the different
mum number composing a military company!1
I believe,
States made on this subject in the organization of the National Guards?

if brothers will look

the matter up, they will find that every State in the Union has
provided that the minimum number composing a company in the National Guards
shall be 32, and that the same thing prevails in the United States army. If we are
going to have a military company! let us have the same minimum as obtains in the
United States army and in the National Guards: otherwise we would not be entitled
If we
to our military titles and shoulder-straps any more than at the present time.
are going to have a military company, we must have the minimum number of mem
bers as laid down in the United States army regulations, and as the different States
have provided for the National Guards.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: General. I desire to offer a substitute for the
whole thing, and that is, that the number of members entitled to form this military
company shall be left to the Advisory Board, who from time to time shall fix the
number.
Col. M. V. O'Brien, of Nebraska: I second the substitute offered by General

Tobias.
Bro.
reason:

J. B. Reeve, of Nebraska: General, I am
I think this matter should be settled

mandery-in-Chief

opposed to the substitute, for this
This Comright here and now.
certainly has something to say, and ought to have a chance to
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know when and how this is to be settled.
We, of the western Divisions, are just as
loyal and feel just as patriotic as our brothers in the East, but we have not as large
a membership in our Camps; and in reply to Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott, I
will say we have Camps in Nebraska on nearly every cross-roads, but our cross-roads
are not so close together as they are in the New England States. Our Camps will
not average in number over 18, but we have a few Camps that run up as high as 30
or 35, and in our Camp in Omaha we have 75.
Bbo. John Lynch, jr., of Illinois: General, I move the previous question.
Bbo. M. A. Bo wen, of Montana: I second the motion.
The chair put the question, and the previous question was ordered.
The chair put the question on the adoption of the substitute, and the substitute
was not agreed to.
The Pbesidino Offices: The question is now upon the adoption of the amend
ment to the amendment, fixing the number composing a company at 24 men and
three officers.
The amendment to the amendment was not agreed to.
The Pbesidino Offices: The question is now upon the amendment to the report
of the committee, striking out 32 and inserting 21. Those in favor of the amend
ment say Aye; those opposed, No. A division is called for. Those in favor of the
motion will rise to their feet. Those opposed will now rise.
Thirty-four having
voted in the affirmative and 43 in the negative, the amendment is lost. The question
is now upon the adoption of the report of the committee, which fixes 32 as the num
ber of men composing a company.
Unless there is objection, the section will be
considered adopted.
Bbo. C. A. Bookwai/teb, of Indiana: General, I rise to a point of order. We are
proceeding under a demand for the previous question. That carries with it the sub
stitute, the amendments, and the original motion.
The Pbesidino Officeb: The chair so rules. Those in favor of adopting -the
report of the committee, fixing the number to compose a company at 32, will say
Aye. Those opposed, No. The motion seems to be carried. A division is called
for. Those in favor of the motion to adopt the report of the committee will rise to
their feet. Those opposed, the same sign. Forty-five having voted in the affirma
tive and 55 in the negative, this section of the report of the committee is not adopted.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: General, I now move that this part of the report
be recommitted to the committee, to be re-reported to this Encampment so modified
that 21 members shall constitute a company.
Col. F. P. Cobbick, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
The chair put the question, and the motion was agreed to. Ayes, 64; noes, 20.
The Presiding Offices: Proceed with the reading of the report.
Colonel Stadden continued the reading of the report as follows:
Ten companies shall constitute a full regiment, under command of a Colonel,
elected by the line officers; Provided, That whenever five companies organize within
one Division, they shall be formed into a regiment, under command of a Lieutenant
Colonel.

Col.

W.

E. Bundy, of Ohio: General, five companies of 21 men each would form
it? I desire to offer an amendment —

a monstrous regimeDt, wouldn't

Col. E. W. Youno, of Washington: General, I rise to a question of information.
all probability the Washington Division will not be able to have more than four
I would like to know what we are going to do with four companies f
companies.
Col. G. B. Stadden, of Illinois: General, let us have a military rank, or do away
with it. It is nonsense and ridiculous to have a regiment of five companies of 21
men each, or a battalion of that size. It is equally ridiculous to have a regiment

In
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composed of 10 companies of 21 men each, 210 men. Now then, I should judge from
what my brother from Washington says, that he is not satisfied because they cannot
have a regiment out there with four companies.
For God's sake, if we are going on
on this plan, let us make a brigade out of every company in the Order.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: General, I move to attach to this sectiou a
proviso that no regiment be organized until the companies that are to compose that
regiment shall have a membership of at least 400 men in the aggregate.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: I second General Pollitt's motion.
General Pollitt, of New Jersey: General, I think it is sheer nonsense to have a
There are two Camps, Camp 2, of Philadelphia, and
regiment composed of 210 men.
Camp 8, of Paterson, each of us could have a regiment right in our Camp. 1 I think
it is nonsense.
I want to say, that if the friends of the military rank and military
titles and military discipline in this Order, who are so confounded anxious to get
something to help the Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A. — if they submit to this proposition
to make military companies consist of 21 men each, and then 10 of those companies
to make a regiment, I am right here to say you are going to make us the laughing
stock of this nation. You see just where you get to. In the first place, concerning
all these boys out in the country: they are raising wheat and corn, and cannot raise
a bigger Camp than 25 or 30 men.
They want 21 men to make a Company because
they want to get into this military rank.
They don't want to stay outside. If there
is going to be any aristocracy they want to be in it. What is the result ? They are
strong enough here this morning to vote down this report of the committee, making
it 32 men, and fix it at 2i. If you follow that out to its logical conclusion, by the
time you have got a brigade or a division organized you will have just about one
good solid regiment. Now, it is all nonsense to talk about 10 companies of 21 men
each.
Talk about titles and shoulder-straps! I had rather be Quartermaster Ser
geant of Hugh C. Irish Camp than be the Colonel commanding a regiment of 210
men; because if I were Quartermaster Sergeant I would have alongside of me. at
least, a good solid organization.
Bko. C. A. Bookwaliee. of Indiana: General. I think that Colonel Stadden and
all the members of this Encampment who favor the military rank have lost sight of
the fact that the resolution referred to did not fix 21 as the maximum; it fixed 21 as
the minimum.
They are proceeding on the hypothesis that no company will exceed
21 men.
There is no reason in the world why Hugh C. Irish Camp should not turn
out a company of 100 men. or why ten other Camps in New Jersey should not turn
out 100 men each.
They can have a regiment down there that will compel respect.
I do not believe it is best for the little Camps in Indiana, and the little Camps in
Illinois with all due respect to their Past Colonel
and the little Camps of the
Hawkeye State and the Grasshopper State, for us to say that they shall not have a
regimental formation until they have 400 or 500 or 600 men. If these Camps are
patriotic enough to form 10 companies, and those Camps should fall down to the
minimum- which I don't believe they will- I think they are entitled to a regi
mental formation, even though they have but 210 members.
Chaplain-in-Chief Gabbt: General, in direct line with what my good brother
has said. I want to say that while we are attempting to establish what we are pleased
to call a military rank. 1 do trust that the boys will remember that we are still a
brotherhood, and that when we are met together here to legislate for the good of
the Order, we are not to legislate against sections; we know neither East nor West :
we are a brotherhood.
When you begin to make the requirements of one company
more than the boys of this western company are able to meet, you are discriminating
against thorn. There is no way out of that. When you made this minimum 21 you
did what was equitable to all parts of this Union, and to the Sons of Veterans in all
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parts of this Union, and I say, that on the principle of equity and on the principle of
brotherhood, that is right. Again, there have been a good many comparisons made
that are extraneous. There has been a comparison between the patriotic order of
the Sons of Veterans and the regular army of the United States.
If the Commander
of our military rank had a million men at his back, there is not a man in the regu
lar army that would respect his rank straps ; and even if you had 100 men in every
company, and if you had your companies better disciplined than they have, they
would sneer at your rank straps just the same. So when you go to establish a com
pany here you don't have to do it according to the military discipline of some other
We can make our own standard ; we have a right to do it, and it
organization.
don't make any difference whether it is in conformity with others or not. If we de
sire to be military, it is not necessary for us to be measuring ourselves all the time
with them. We have organized for the specific purpose of perpetuating the princi
ples of our fathers and caring for the memory of our fathers, as well as the defense
of the country.
Let us meet our own ends and leave others to take care of their
own. I say in fixing the minimum at 21 you have done equitably by all the Camps
I know something about Illinois —
in the Division.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: General, I rise to a point of order. I believe the
brother is speaking under a misapprehension as to the question before us. The
question as to how many men shall constitute a Company has been settled.
Chaplain-in-Chikf Gabst: I only want to say that if there be Camps in the
Illinois Division, as has been suggested, that can put 32 men into a Company, or
more, they will put them in, and there are a great many that will put in over 21,
and it will not be any great length of time until we have the 400. I think we ought
to make this minimum low enough so that there will be a perfect equity throughout
the whole country, from Maine to California; but I want to indorse the wisdom of
General Follitt's motion.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, yesterday we had to fight for a chance to
organize our military rank, and it seems to me to be very unjust and a wrong to
brothers who have come here in perfect good faith and earnestly tried to build up
what we believed to be a valuable branch of the Order, to endeavor to defeat us now
It seems
in this way — by throwing every possible obstacle in the way of success.
Let us but give this thing one fair trial,
to me unbrotherly, unpatriotic, and unjust.
an honest, honorable trial, and then, if it don't go, we will come in here and surren
der on every point. The question of unjust discrimination that has been referred to,
in requiring a certain minimum membership for a regiment, does not seem to me
My father's neighbor, in
at all applicable;
it don't apply at all to the situation.
1861, was discriminated against because he was lame, or because he was ruptured,
or because he had lost a hand. The Government, for the good of the service, dis
The Government did
criminated against him.
That was not a special misfortune.
not particularly wish to cast a slur upon him in saying that he was not eligible to
the service; the Government said, for the success of the undertaking we must have
So, for the success of the undertaking of this mili
men of certain qualifications.
rank,
we
must
have
certain
military qualifications; and it is no discrimination
tary
against a brother or a Camp that he or the Camp is not able to meet those qualifi
cations. It is a necessary qualification to have a certain number for a regiment.
We don't want to give the United States sol
We want to stop this sneering at us.
We have stood it long enough.
diers the opportunity to sneer at us any longer.
That is the very thing we want to get rid of. Now, I would like to know what
would make us more the subject of sneers and ridicule than to turn out a regiment
of 210 men fully armed and equipped. There would not be half of them privates in
the lines.
I insist that the Commandery-in-Chief give us a fair show on this thing,
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and,

if

we don't succeed, you may do us up next year.

We want just 12 months.
for our white-alley on this question. I hope this motion will
prevail to make the minimum number for regimental formation 400.
Col. W. E. Bundt, of Ohio: General, I move the previous question on the mat
ter now' before the house.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: I second the motion.
The chair put the question, and the previous question was ordered.
The chair put the question on the amendment of General Pollitt, and the amend
ment was agreed to, 70 voting in the affirmative, noes not counted.
(The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.)
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I want to call attention to the fact that, under the
orders issued for the parade, it will be necessary for the members of the Commander} •in-Chief to form at the place designed at 2 o'clock sharp, for the parade will move
promptly at that time, and therefore it will be necessary for the Commandery-inChief to meet a short while before that. What is the pleasure of the Commandery
in regard to it?
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: Commander, I move that we meet at half-past
1 o'clock sharp, and proceed to the place of formation.
Bbo. E. C. Tbueblood, of Missouri: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
ddqe- Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, is there any special business
before the Encampment at this time? If not, I want to ask unanimous consent to
make a very important motion that was forgotten last night.
The Commander- in-Chief: There is a committee from the Ladies' Aid present in
the ante-room, and also Mrs. M. R. Wickens, who is Senior National Vice-President
of the Woman's Relief Corps. If there is no objection, the Commandery-in-Chief
will take recess until after these ladies have paid their respects to this body, and we
have reciprocated.
Colonel Stadden, of the Addington Court-Martial Committee,
requests to be relieved from that duty, and I will appoint Colonel Hurlbut, of
Illinois, on that committee in his place. I will appoint Inspector General Hall,
Judge-Advocate General Weeks, Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott, General Maccabe,
Colonel Fuller, and Major General Loebenstein a committee to escort the ladies to
the meeting of the Commandery-in Chief.
By unanimous consent, the Commandery took recess to receive Mrs. Wickens and
the committee from the Ladies' Aid.
The ladies entered, escorted by the committee.
Insfectok Genebal Hall: Commander-in-Chief, I have the distinguished honor
to introduce to you Miss Mulholland, chairman of the committee representing the
Ladies' Aid Society; also Mrs. M. R. Wickens, National Senior Vice-President of the
Woman's Relief Corps.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Miss Mulholland, ladies representing the Ladies'
Aid, and Mrs. Wickens, second officer in command of the Woman's Relief Corps,
in behalf of these Sons of Veterans, we thank you for your visit and trust that it
will be pleasant. We will endeavor to make it as pleasant as possible while you
Will you please come forward to the platform?
are with us.
Officers and brothers
of the Commandery-in-Chief, I have the pleasure of introducing to you Miss Mul
holland, representing the Ladies' Aid Society.
Miss Mulholland: Officers and members of the Tenth Annual Encampment, S.
of V., U. S. A.— brothers:
Welcome, Ihrice welcome, and God-speed
In your work so grand and true;
Once more we join our ranks, and say
Together we would work alway,
In the paths prescribed for you.

Let

J

us have a chance
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The veterans' sons of every State
Have gathered from afar,
To pledge their loyal faith anew.
And greet the grand red, white and blue
In the beauteous State, "North Star."
Our fathers toiled midst shot and shell,
And carved their destinies in blood —
Left comfort, hope and peace behind;
Pressed onward with resolve of mind.
To work a Tuition's weal and good.
God's star of victory at last
In radiant splendor o'er them shone;
And when they formed the G. A. R.,
They took the emblem of the star
And proudly wear it as their own.
And you, who follow in their steps
Of courteous loyalty and truth.
'Neath Minnesota's star so bright
Cement anew the bonds of light
'Twixt our country's age and youth.
On war-soarred forms and silvered brows
The weight of passing years must press;
God grant the Sons, with willing mind,
And their Ladies' Aid so true and kind.
May make that burden less.

And when Death's reveille shall sound
In the silent midnight hours,
Their loving ones fresh comfort find.
As o'er their lowly mound we bind
Our wreath of sweetest flowers.
The Ladies' Aid of S. of V.
Must follow where you lead;
God grant the path lies clear and straight
To the grand parade at Heaven's gate,
Whose glories all may read.
And on this sunny morning here,
Caressed by sun and dew,
Moved by those memories that cling.
A fragrant offering here we bring
With grateful hearts to you.
Let the flower each of you shall wear
(There's enough for all, I guess)
Speak better than my pen can tell
Of hopes of hearts that wish you well
In the Order, L. A. S.
We'll work until your name shall sound
From mountain, gulf, and sea,
And the Army Grand encamped above
Look down with grateful pride and love
On the Aid and 8. of V.
And as a starter, to show you how we can do it, this is the nearest I can get to a
sunflower.
[Applause.]
The Commandkb-in-Chief:
I thank the Ladies' Aid for the kindly expressions
I am sure this organization makes a hearty response.
voiced by Miss Mulholland.
The genuine applause by the boys themselves is evidence that they thank the Ladies'
Aid; and, talking abont sunfiowers( I desire to introduce to you Mrs. M. R. Wickens,
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the Senior National Vice-President of the Woman's Relief Corps. Mrs. Wickens is
product of Kansas.
Mas. If. R. Wickens: Sons, I don't know whether the Commander-in-Chief means
that I am just the very biggest sunflower that Kansas could produce, or not [laugh
ter]; but, Sons, it gives me great pleasure this morning to come to you, as the Na
tional Senior Vice-President of the Woman's Relief Corps, representing your mothers.
They said to me in Detroit, " Mrs. Wickens. we want you to go to Minneapolis.
Will
you go and present to our boys our good word? Say to them that we extend to
them our greetings and our God-speed in their work."
And I say to you, it was a
very great pleasure to me when they asked me to perform this mission, because last

s\

year, at St. Joseph, you conferred upon us in Kansas the highest honor in the gift

of your organization.
You elected Commander-in-Chief Webb, of our State — onr
son Leland -to the highest position in your Order; and we have felt very proud

of this recognition of Kansas; and I felt very proud indeed to come here in
company with the Commander in-Chief, the Adjutant General, the Quartermaster
General, and our own Colonel, for we are very proud of Kansas productions in every
direction. [Applause.]
I felt very proud indeed to come with them at the close of
their administration, and I felt we could come feeling that the trust you put in their
hands at the beginning of last year has been well cared for. As
visited your
national headquarters at Topeka, I felt that you had been wise in your selection;
and I hope the close of the year has proved for you this fact.
While they are to
you Commander-in-Chief, and Adjutant General, and Quartermaster General, they
are to us "our boys" — as Grandmother Garfield always said, in speaking of the
President, "My son James," not the President of the United States. This morning,
though Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant General and Quartermaster General be
fore you, they are "our boys."
I want to express to you our hearty cooperation and earnest sympathy in every
effort you put forth. The Woman's Relief Corps stands ready to cheer and encour
age you, and will continue to do so whiie I have the honor to be one of the girls —
indeed

I

We are a grand family of
my hair is a little gray, but I am a girl just the same.
loyalty — the Grand Army, the Woman's Relief Corps, the Sons of Veterans, and the
Ladies' Aid. We combine together, that the paths of the declining years of the com
rades, who went forth when they were just such an army as you Sons represent to
day, may be made smooth and pleasant. When the country called, when our flag
had been fired upon at Fort Sumpter, they stopped not to count the responsibility
or the financial prospect. They stood by their country. They did not go for the
paltry sum of $13 a month. They went to save this country, to make it possible
that you, Sous of Veterans, should live under the droop of that flag that they bore aloft
Now, very many of them, in their declining years, are in
on so many battle fields.
difficulties — they have not, perhaps, the financial rating that they might have had
- and it is your duty and ours to pay them the debt we owe in Fraternity, Charity,
and Loyalty, and the Woman's Relief Corps stands here appreciative of every effort
that is put forth by the Sons in this noble work. I need not say anything further.
Your time means a great deal. I only want to say to you that I appreciate, more
than I can tell, the privilege of representing our Order of 117,000 loyal women,
banded together with you in Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty.
[Applause.]
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
There has always been a bond of sympathy between
Ladies, I have the pleas
Kansas and New York, and I will call on Brother Hedges.

He is a modest man
of New York.
[ Laughter.]
Col. Job E. Hedges, of New York: Commander in-Chief, and ladies, I am a little
diffident, not having been chosen to escort the ladies from the altar to the plat

ure of introducing

to you Past Colonel Hedges,

and will not come any nearer to you, but he can talk.
•bit
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form here to receive the efflation of our eloquence- (how's that ?); but the fact re
mains that we are not only gratified, ladies, bnt we are deeply touched with this
evidence of your regard, and if I might quote the muse of the divine Shakespeare, I
would say: " We owe thee much: within this wall of flesh, there sits a soul counts thee
her creditor, and with advantage intends to pay thy love."' The Division of New
York, and, therefore, the Order [laughter], has been engaged for the past few years
I have always felt
in a struggle which may be entitled a struggle for consolidation.
myself that the position was illogical and absurd, although I was confident, during
that struggle, if there was any consolidation that ought to take place it should be
If this is the skirmish line we have before us this
on the other side of the ranks.
morning, I can only say that the struggle will not be as fierce hereafter as it has been
heretofore in our State of New York. [Applause.]
There is no question but what, if I should prolong this outburst of sentiment and
genius, and proceed into the fields of rhetoric and metaphor, this meeting would be
larger in numbers, and much more extended in time. I feel, however, that - "Loveliness Is young Ambition's ladder
Whereunto the climber upward turns his face;
But. when once he has reached the upmost round,
Theti unto the ladder he turns his buck.
Looks in the clouds, spurning the base degrees
By which he did ascend.11

I can, therefore, only express my deep, hearty and cordial regard and say, what I
know we all feel, that we thank you for your attendance and attention.
Miss Mdlbolland : May I reward the brother by presenting him with a decora
tion?
[Applause.]
The CoMMANDEK-iN-Cmzr: Brothers, you did not hear the remark of Miss Mulholland. She said to Brother Hedges, " You may imagine this is a daisy, the
emblem of modesty." [Applause.]
Chaplain-in-Chief Garst is called for.
Chapi.ain-in-Chief Gabst: Commander, ladies, and brothers of the Encamp
ment, you can scarcely imagine the embarrassment of the Chaplain-in-Chief
when
called upon on an occasion like this. The Chaplain is scarcely ever called on to
officiate on such occasions. His duties are of a more solemn character, but I did
feel, while my friend from New York was speaking so touohingly, that possibly my
Nevertheless, I am not here to pay my re
services would be needed.
[Laughter.]
spects to him, nor to cover myself with glory and honor, but I am here in response,
as I trust, to an invitation of the Sons of Veterans of the United States of America,
— not of the New York Division — to speak a word in behalf, not simply of the sac
rifices and services of our fathers, but of the part that our sisters and wives are
taking iu the commemoration of the services and sacrifices of our fathers. While
our friend from New York was speaking, or just previous to that time, one of my
friends said that he did feel that there was a necessity for work on the part of the
ladies, because, while attending an Encampment in a sister State, he saw placed
across the bosoms of certain ladies this inscription, " Daughters of the Confeder
acy:" and if that is a title to be proud of, how much more should it be a title to be
proud of to be a member of that society that recognizes the sacrifices and services
of our forefathers with the stamp and seal of the Almighty Father himself placed
upon them. In behalf, therefore, of the Commandery-m-Chief, which cordially sym
pathizes with the intents and purposes of the Ladies' Aid, I extend the hearty wel
come of which my distinguished friend from New York speaks, recognizing the fact
that it is the ordinary things of human life that are woven into the great fabric of
character; and furthermore, that these little acts in these patriotic organizations,
into the grander
these little silken threads, are the threads that weave themselves
fabric of patriotism.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Chief Mustering Officer Pollitt is called for.
—17
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Pollitt,

Genebal,

of New Jersey: Commander-in-Chief, brothers, and ladies, it
plain, ordinary and somewhat substantial Sergeant of the Guard to
follow the remarks which have been made by the Past Department Commander of
the New York Department Sons of Veterans, and also the eloquent remarks made
Garst. I do not know that I can say
by our friend and brother, Chaplain-in-Chief
anything that would add to the force or effect of what has already been said, except
to say that as an ordinary Jerseymau I am very much interested in womankind.
My mother was a woman, and of course that makes me take a great interest in them
[laughter): and I have a little girl at home that I am trying to train up in ways
that are patriotic, and incline her to love of country, and to think much of the fact
that her forefathers did something toward establishing and perpetuating this nation.
I know of truth, in my own town, that the Ladies' Aid Society of Camp No. 8. which
I believe rejoices in the distinction of being as large a society as there is anywhere
in the country, has been of substantial benefit to us; it has always, in every way.
endeavored to help the organization along, and they have always responded promptly
to any demand we have made upon them for help in the way of entertainments and
the like of that. All has been said this morning that could profitably be said, and
I cannot for the life of me understand why I have been called upon —

ill

becomes

a

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

I

have been wondering, myself, why it was.

[Laugh

ter.]
Genebal Pollitt: But I want to say. ladies and brothers, that although I may
not understand exactly why I have been called on, yet at the same time the ladies
will always receive consideration from me. I wish always to bear in mind the fact
that they have been of substantial use and benefit to this nation. What we would
have done without them. I don't know.
If they could have been in this hall 10 min
utes before they came, and heard the noise and commotion that was then ruling, and
felt the calm that came over the body when it was announced that they were at the
door, they would realize at once woman's place in this world. It is her business to
Sometimes, of course, the pendulum swings the
calm disturbances.
[Applause.]
other way, but [laughter] I submit to you, Commander-in-Chief and brothers, that
even in that case the women are not always wrong.
I feel very much obliged to the
brothers for this opportunity to say something. I feel inclined to urge upon our
lady friends to come again, so that I may have an opportunity to make another
speech.

[Applause.

|

Mulholland:

Permit me to decorate General Pollitt with the nearest ap
proach to a Jersey lily that I can find, as a reward for his pretty compliment as to
I wish to inform him also that the Ladies' Aid Society have
our soothing influence.
and
will keep it tied. [Applause. |
tied the pendulum up,
Judge-Advocate General Weeks: Commander. I suggest that we devote the
rest of the morning to the entertainment of the ladies.
Miss Mulhouand:
General Webb, permit me to say, that though nothing would
please us more than to stay here and listen to the beautiful remarks of our brothers,
Miss

it

neither to our order nor to yours that we should monopolize this time.
on behalf of the Ladies' Aid Society,
to say, that all the loving things that you could say are taken for granted, and we
will retire.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I wish to say one more word in addition to all that
has been said, and that is. to emphasize the expressions of hearty good-will towards
the organization represented by these ladies, our fraternal regards, and our assur
ance that we will try to prove worthy of the ladies.
Mibs Mclholland: And, General Webb, I would like to suggest one thing fur
ther, that hereafter in addressing communications, compliments, invitations, or
iB due

Permit

me. on behalf of this committee and
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anything of that kind, to the Ladies' Aid Society, the brothers adopt our official
title, which is "Sister." [Applause.]
The ladies retired, escorted by the committee.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commandery-in-Chief will come to order. The
Major General will please assume the chair. Colonel Stadden has the floor, as chair
man of the Committee on Military Rank.
Col. Geo. Van Houten, of Iowa: General, I wish to make one remark, because it
may save us trouble hereafter. The committee was instructed to report the number
to constitute a company as 21. They have failed to report it; consequently that
section has not been acted upon by this Commandery.
The Presiding Offices: I understand they will report at a later hour on that
section.
Inspector Genebal Hall: I think, my brothers, before we proceed with the
regular order, that the seance just had with our sister organization should be en
tered as a matter of record in the proceedings of this Encampment.
I therefore
move you that the speeches made and the poem read be incorporated in the minutes
of the meeting.
Col. E. W. Young, of Washington: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I wish to move a reconsideration of the
I move a reconsideration of the vote on the
question last before this Encampment.
amendment offered by General Pollitt, requiring that there shall be 400 men before
there can be a regimental formation.
I move the reconsideration for the purpose
of reducing the number, for reasons which I believe will be an advantage all around.
Bbo. F. O. Wilkinson, of Ohio: I second the motion.
The motion to reconsider was agreed to.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: I now move an amendment to make the number
320 men.
Gen. D. W. Wood, of Indiana:
I second the motion.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I will state that the reason for the mo
tion is simply that this number will conform more properly to the regimental for
mation, and it will give some of these smaller Camps a chance to get in. It will ac
commodate on both sides, and I think it is the wise and proper thing to do.
The motion was agreed to.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: General, I want to ask unanimous consent
to make a very important motion that was forgotten last night. I move that the
Constitution which we adopted last night shall not go into effect until the first of
January. 1892 ; and that the committee having in charge the revision be continued
in power for the purpose of seeing that it is properly printed, and given power to
make any verbal amendments that may be necessary to secure a proper Constitu
tion.
Col. T. A. Babton, of Rhode Island: I second the motion.
Col. W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: General, I rise to a point of order. The motion of
General Weeks is certainly out of order, unless the action of the Commandery last
night is reconsidered. The adoption of the Constitution last night made it the law
of the Order from that time, and, unless that action is reconsidered, this motion of
the Judge-Advocate General is out of order.
The Pbebiding Officeb: The chair rules that the point of order is well taken.
Judge- Advocate Genebal Weeks: Then, General, I move the reconsideration of
the action taken last night.
Bbo. J. R. Swain, of New York: I second the motion.
The chair put the question, and the motion was agreed to.
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of order, and that
concerned,
is
is void an ini
lio. because the mover of the motion was not here last night to vote upon the ques
tion.
Judge Advocate General Weeks: General, the brother is mistaken. I was here
and sat next to Colonel Bundy, and asked him what a certain badge on his coat was.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: General, is it not the fact that the business
before this Encampment is the hearing of the report of this Committee on Military
Rank. I submit that the present motion is not in order.
The Pbesidino Offices: By unanimous consent the privilege of the floor was
accorded General Weeks for the purpose of introducing a motion.
Since that time
other business has taken place, and —
Col. Frank McCbillis, of Illinois: General, I raise the point of order that the
floor was granted the Judge-Advocate General simply for the purpose of making a
few remarks, and not for the purpose of making a motion.
The Presiding Officer: The chair thinks the point of order well taken, and the

Col.

W. E. Bundy, of Ohio:

General,

rise to another point

is, the whole proceedings, so far as this reconsideration

motion is out of order.
Bro. C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: General, I wish to object to the ruling of the
chair. The stenographer oan tell us for what purpose General Weeks was accorded
the floor.
Judqe-Advocate General Weeks: General, if we are to waste time here and
tangle each other up in technicalities, and go on acting under a Constitution that
nobody knows anything about — if that is what you want to do, go on. I am satisfied.
I can stand it just as long as anybody else. But I want this Order to act under a
Constitution which every member of the Order has in his pocket, and can refer to:
and that was my purpose in asking the privilege of the floor, and my recollection of
it is, that I asked the privilege for the purpose of making a specific motion, and that
motion I endeavored to make; but by some parliinentary technicalities we have suc
ceeded in wasting 15 minutes, and are up a tree, and that is all there is of it.
Bro. C. A. Bookwaltee, of Indiana: General, it is important for every member of
this Encampment to have a printed copy of the Constitution before we prooeed under
it. I believe if any legislative body in any State would assume to revise entirely
in force without
the Constitution of the State, and then declare that Constitution
submitting it to a vote, or giving the people an opportunity to understand it, they
We are not
would be hurled from power the first chance the people got at them.
it
in
effect
at once,
for
this
Order
and
declare
to
a
new
Constitution
adopt
ready
and proceed under that Constitution, when there is not one man out of the entire
number here that knows anything about it. General Weeks says that it is his recol
lection that he asked the privilege of the floor for making this motion, and the
stenographer's notes would show whether he did or not.
The Presiding Officer: Does the brother from Indiana appeal from the decision
of the chair ?
Bro. C. A. Bookwaltee, of Indiana: I do appeal from the decision of the chair,
because I believe that General Weeks stated that he wanted to make a motion, and
the official report will show that he so stated.
The Presiding Officer: Will the official stenographer read the language of
General Weeks, in asking unanimous consent?
The reporter read as follows:
"Judge-Advocate General Weeks: General, I want to ask unanimous consent to
make a very important motion that was forgotten last night. I move that the Con
stitution," etc.

The Presiding Officer: The chair

was in error and will reverse its ruling.
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I withdraw

the appeal.
understand the chair then to rule that the
motion to reconsider is adopted, and my motion, providing that the Constitution
shall not go into effect until the 1st of January, 1892, and that the present commit
tee be continued in power, with the power of editing that Constitution in the course
of publication, is before the house.
The Presiding Officeb: That is the understanding of the chair.
Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: General, when you talk about editing a Constitu
tion — we have had too much of that in the past — we want the Constitution printed
and promulgated as it was adopted. It can be printed in a very short time just as
it is. I do not think any committee ought to have the power to edit it, which might
be construed into power to change it to suit the committee.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I move as an amendment that we grade
the time when the different parts of the Constitution shall go into effect. If the mo
tion prevails as made by the Judge-Advocate General, then the subject-matter that is
properly before this Encampment this morning is entirely out of order, because the
Constitution we adopted yesterday provides for the formation of a military rank.
If that don't go into effect until January, then we cannot make any legislation in
reference to the military rank until after the 1st day of January. I think, so far as
the Commandery-in-Chief
is concerned, the Constitution could go into effect now
just as well as not. So far as it refers to matters pertaining to Camps and Divi
sions, it might go into effect on the 1st of January, or upon promulgation through
the Commander-in-Chief.
udoe- Advocate Genebal Weeks: I will accept the amendment suggested by
General Abbott, and make my motion so that the portion of the new Constitution
relating solely to the, Commandery-in-Chief shall go into effect at once, and the
balance of it on the 1st of January.
Bbo. Henby Abels, of Illinois: General, why is it necessary to hold this up till
the 1st day of January? Cannot these Constitutions be printed before that time?
It seems to me it could be done in two weeks.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: General, I think it possible the Constitution
could be printed before that time; but new Camp officers go into office on the 1st of
January, the new Division officers will not be elected until after the 1st of January,
and if it goes into effect before that time all of the titles of the sitting officers of
Camps will be changed, and the methods of managing the Camps will be changed,
to a certain extent; therefore, 1 thought the 1st of January was the most favorable
time at which to make the change.
Bbo. Henby Abels, of Illinois: General, I move an amendment to the motion —
that the Constitution be printed and promulgated by the 1st day of October, 1891.

I

J

The amendment was not seconded.
t
Bbo. J. B. Swain, of New York: General, I think there is a misunderstanding in
regard to the word "editing." Last night some amendments were made in the Con
stitution that it was shown would conflict with some of the previous provisions.
In
one case I can call to mind, where it was ;*fifteen" it had been changed to "twenty."
To provide for such things as this is the legitimate object of the resolution. I think
that the resolution should give the committee the power to edit it so that succeed
ing sections shall not conflict with those that go before, and that the articles and
sections may be given their proper number; because the number of succeeding sec
tions may possibly have been changed by amendments, either striking out old. or
putting in new sections.
Bbo. M. P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: General, I desire to move an amendment to
the motion, fixing the time when this Constitution shall go into effect, to wit: That
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the part relating to Camps and Divisions be published and go into effect on the
1st of December. That is when the new officers come in.
Judge-Advocate General Weeks: That is all right; I will accept that amend
ment.

The chair put the question on the motion of Qeneral Weeks, as amended,

and

the motion was agreed to.

The Phebiding Offices:

Proceed with the regular order.

Colonel Stadden has

the floor.

Colonel Stadden (continuing):
Whenever two or more full regiments are organized within a Division they
shall be formed into a brigade, with the regulation officers, the commanding officer
to be elected by the field and line officers.
3.

The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection, this section of the report is

adopted.

Colonel Stadden (continuing):
Regulations. The Guards to be governed by a code of regulations based upon
those of the United States army, as adapted to the needs and uses of this rank by
the Commandant and Military Board appointed by the Commander-in-Chief.
The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection, this section of the report is

adopted.

Colonel Stadden (continuing):
Revenues.
1. The necessary expenses of the Guards, as a whole, shall be defrayed
by the levy of a muster fee and commission fees.

The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection, this section of the report is

adopted.

Colonel Stadden (continuing):
2. Brigade, regimental and company expenses shall be raised and expended ac
cording to the special by-laws of these bodies, approved by the Commandant and
Commander-in-Chief.

The Presiding

Officer:

There being no objection, this section of the report is

adopted.

Colonel Stadden (continuing):
Vniform and Equipment.

1.

The uniform

the fatigue pattern of the United States army.

The Presiding Officer: There being

shall conform as closely as may be to

no objection, this section of the report is

adopted.

Colonel Stadden (continuing):
'J.

The equipment shall be that at present in use by the United States army.

• The

Presiding Officer: There being

no objection,

this section of the report is

adopted.

Colonel Stadden (continuing):
Tactics.

1.

Upton's Tactics shall be the official drill manual.
we offer tHe following resolutions, and move their

In accordance wherewith

adoption.
The Presiding Officer: There being no objection, this section of the report
is adopted.
Colonel Stadden: That is all the report.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I wish to offer an amendment to the
report, to make it conform with the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules
and Regulations, and that is, that the tactics shall be the official tactics of the United
States army.
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G. Van Houten, of Iowa: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Colonel Stadden: Now, the committee was ordered to report back the section
providing the number to constitute a company. The committee reported, as fol
lows:
ARTICLE I.— Fobmation.
Section 1. Whenever 21 members of one or more neighboring Camps, in good
standing, shall have duly applied for and received a warrant from the Commanderin-Chief for the purpose, they shall be mustered in as a company, electing their own

Col.

officers.

Col. C. E. Holmes, of New York: General, I move to amend by inserting the
"in one Division" after the word "Camps" in the first line, so that it will

words

read: "Whenever 21 members of one or more neighboring Camps in one Division,
in good standing," etc.
Colonel Stadden: The committee will accept the amendment.
The Presiding Offices: If there is no further objection, this section of the re
port of the committee will be adopted.
Col. F. McCeillis, of Illinois: General, I move an amendment, that the numher be placed at 32 instead of 21.
The Pbesidino Officeb: The chair rules, that the matter having been referred
to the committee with instructions, and the committee having complied with the
instructions, that the amendment is not in order.
Col. Fkank McCkillis, of Illinois: Then, General, 1 move to reconsider.
The Pbesidino Officeb: The brother did not vote with the majority on the
original vote, and therefore is not competent to move a reconsideration.
Col. M. P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: General. I move the adoption of the com
mittee's report as amended.
Bbo. C A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Col. G. B. Stadden, of Illinois: General, the committee now offer the following
resolutions:
Resolved, That the Commander-in-Chief be and he hereby is instructed to appoint
Commandant and an advisory board, of five military members, empowered to or
ganize and establish a military rank, in conformity with the provisions of chapter
— . article — , of the revised Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and to report in
detail at the next National Encampment as members of the Commandery-in-Chief
e-x-offlcio; and further
Resolved, That the sum of $300 be and it is hereby appropriated for this purpose,
to be expended by said board, upon orders drawn on the Quartermaster General by
Prodded, That all
the Commandant, countersigned by the Commander-in-Chief:
communications and announcements to members of the Order, as such, or to any of
its organized bodies (other than the military rank) shall be approved and promul
And further provided, That on application of at
gated by the Commander-in-Chief:
least 21 members in good standing, approved by Commandant and Commander-inChief, the Commander-in-Chief shall issue a warrant to form a company.
a

Xow,

I

move the adoption of the resolutions.

Abels, of Illinois: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: I now move a reconsideration of the last motion
before the Encampment, which I believe was the adoption of the report as a whole.
The Pbfsiding Offices: The last motion was the motion to adopt the resolu
tions.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Then I move a reconsideration of the motion
The object is merely parlia
adopting the report of the committee as a whole.
Bbo. Henbt

mentary.
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Roote, of Missouri: I aecond the motion.
The chair put the question, and the motion was not agreed to.
Bbo. J. D. Houbten, of Ohio: General, I wish consent of the Encampment to
make a statement with reference to the Chaplain-in-Chief's
report. The gentleman
from the South Dakota delegation asked permission of the Encampment to have
their report incorporated in the report of the Chaplain-in-Chief.
My report was
made and sent to the secretary of our Encampment, or the Adjutant, but failed, for
some reason, to reach the Chaplain-in-Chief.
It was made and sent, and read at our
Encampment, and I wish the consent of this Commandery-in-Chief to have that re
port, as it is, or as I shall make it again, put into the hands of the Chaplain-in-Chief
and incorporated in his report.
The Fbesidino Officeb: If there is no objection, the report will be referred to
the Chaplain-in-Chief, with instructions to incorporate it in his report along with the
report from the Division of Ohio.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: General, before we adjourn, I want to call
attention to a fact that there was a statement made and a promise made by a mem
ber of this Encampment that has not been kept. Brother Krackowizer said, that if
we got through the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations
I
before Wednesday noon, he would walk on his head from here to the West hotel.
submit that this noon would be a proper time to do that.
Gen. 0. B. Bbown, of Ohio: General, I want to ask consent to say a word. The
four candidates for Commander-in-Chief are here together, and they have arranged
to make the election the special order of business for to-morrow morning at 10
o'clock. Under the Constitution adopted last night, the election cannot take place
until after all other business before the Commandery-in-Chief has been disposed of. I
hope, therefore, it will be the effort of every member of this Commandery-in-Chief to
close up all the business, so that we can have the election before noon to-morrow.
Let everybody understand it, so that they will come here prepared to vote and to do
the business that is before us.
The Pbesidino Officeb: The hour of 12 o'clock having arrived, in accordance
with the special order of business, the Commandery-in-Chief will now take recess un
til to-morrow, Thursday. August 27, 1891. at 9 o'clock a.m.
Bbo. Jesse

THURSDAY MORNING SESSION.
Thubsday, August 27. 1891.
The Commandery-in-Chief met pursuant to adjournment, and was called to order
by the Commander-in-Chief at 9 o'clock A. m.
Col. Moses P. O'Brien, of Nebraska: Commander, I move the minutes of yes
terday's session be approved without reading.
Col. W. R. Ri sski.l. of Rhode Island: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Col. W. E. Bund*, of Ohio: General, I move that the vote adopting the report of
the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations be reconsidered.
I do it for
the purpose of following it with a motion of this kind, to amend the provision in
relation to the Couucil-in-Chief, so that the Council-in-Chief shall consist of three
elective members, together with the Senior Vice-Commander-in-t'hief
and Junior
Vice-Commander-in-Chief of the Order. There is no necessity for electing five and
leaving these two officials out.
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The Commandeb-in-Chief:

The motion is not, seconded, and consequently is not
before the Commandery-in-Chief.
Gen. Raphael Tobias, of New York: I move that permission be given Colonel
Bnndy to proceed and explain his purpose.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: With the consent of the Commandery-in-Chief, Colo-,
nel Bundy may proceed.

Col. VV. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, under the Constitution, Rules and Reg
ulations, as at present in force, so far as they apply to the Commandery-in-Chief,
elective, and the Senior and Junior
we have five members of the Council-in-Chief
Vice-Commander-in-Chief
have practically nothing whatever to do.
What is the
necessity of this? I put it merely upon the ground of necessary retrenchment in
our expenses.
What is the necessity of electing each year a number of ornaments,
and paying their expenses in coming to these Encampments.
Let us give the Sen
ior and Junior Vice-Commanders-in-Chief a vote in the Commandery-in-Chief, and
let us give them a vote in the Council-in-Chief.
They already have a vote in the
Commandery-in-Chief, and by giving them a vote in the Council-in-Chief we will
save the expenses of two members of the Council-in-Chief, and give these officers
something to do. I think it is a fair business proposition, and therefore I make the
motion.
Colonel. Hilliabd, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
Col. Fbank McCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, I make the point of order that
the Constitution provides that the amendment to the Constitution must be seconded
I make this point of order not because I am op
by at least two or more Divisions.
posed to the motion, but to make it legal.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: This is not a motion to amend the Constitution.
This is a motion to reconsider the vote by which the report of the Committee on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations was adopted, for the purpose I have indioated.
Genebal Raphael ToBiA8,of New York: Commander, I am not opposed to Brother
Bundy's motion, but I think Brother Bundy ought to hold his motion over until we
get a larger attendance in the Commandery.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: I have no desire to do anything unfair. I think most
of the members are here.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I want to say one thing, brothers. I was present
with the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations when this matter was
adopted, and the reason which was given for its adoption at that time was, that the
Commander-in-Chief being largely responsible for the expenditures and manage
ment of the affairs of the Order, ought not to be upon the body which should audit
and Junior-Vice
its accounts; and inasmuch as the Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
Commander-in-Chief are very likely to succeed the Commander, it was thought to be
good policy to leave them out and make the body consist of five elective members;
none of them, under any circumstances, could be called to command the order, and
That was the reason for the adop
tion of it. I say that for the committee, because the chairman of the committee.
Brother Brown, is not here, and neither is Brother Mnccabe, to speak for the com
thus be called upon to audit his own account.

mittee.

Commander, I submit that such a thing is barely
it is not a good business plan to incur this addi
and
I
submit
also
that
possible,
tional expense to provide for the merest possible chance — to provide for a thing that
never has happened in the Order in the past, and is never really likely to happen in
the future.
It may possibly happen, but in that event only one of these men — one
of these officers - would be on^he Council-in-Chief; in any possible contingency a
majority of four would stiil be elective; they would not be appointive members, any

Col.

W. E. Bundy, of Ohio:
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of tbeni, and I cannot conceive that it is good logic to incur this additional expense
merely to have ornaments come to this Encampment at the expense of the boys who
pay the per capita tax. Let us get things down to a business basis.
The Commandeb-in-Chtef: The Commandery-in-Chief will understand that what
.the Commander had to say was not for the purpose of influencing the votes of mem
bers, but simply to explain on behalf of the committee, none of whom are present,
the ground of the committee's action.
Is the Commandery-in-Chief ready for the
question upon the motion of Brother Bundy, which is, to reconsider the vote by
which the report of the Committee on Constitution, Bules and Regulations was
adopted, for the purpose of allowing Colonel Bundy to make a motion to so change
the provisions of the law with reference to the Council-in-Chief, that it shall consist
of three elective members and the Senior and Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.
That is the question now pending.
Gen. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Do I understand thRt under the terms of this
motion made by Colonel Bundy, that it will shut out any other amendments that
members on this floor might desire to offer?
The Commandek-in-Chief: If it is reconsidered, while it is true the motion is
made for that purpose, yet when it is reconsidered the whole question is subject to
debate and such amendments as the Commandery-in-Chief may desire to make.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order. My motion
is to reconsider the vote by which this particular section was adopted, and the re
consideration is moved for one particular purpose, which was specified in the mo
tion. If it had not been so specified in the motion, then the ruling of the chair
would be correct.
The Commandek-in-Chief:
The chair acknowledges itself in error. The report
of the committee was adopted section by section, and it is now moved to reconsider
the vote by which this particular section was adopted. That leaves this entire sec
The
tion open to such further action as the Commandery-in-Chief desires to take.
report of the committee having been adopted section by section, the chair now rules
that a motion to reconsider the vote by which a particular section was adopted will
only open up that section for reconsideration and amendment; and therefore this
motion to reconsider only applies to the section named by Colonel Bundy.
Gen. Raphael Tobias, of New York: Commander, I would like to ask if we didn't
adopt it as a whole after we got through adopting it section by section?
The Commander-in-Chief:
The ruling of the Commander-in-Chief is that if this
motion prevails it leaves subject to amendment the section in relation to the Coun
cil-in-Chief only, and no other.
Now the question is upon the motion of Col. Bundy.
All in favor of that motion will say Aye; contrary, No. The ayes appear to have it.
The ayes have it; the motion prevails, and the vote adopting the section referred to
is reconsidered.
Gen. K. Tobias, of New York: Commander, it takes a two-thirds vote to recon
sider. We will have to have a division.
The Commander-in-Chief:
That point of order is well taken.
General Pollitt. of New Jersey: I would like to ask, Commander, whether we
are now acting under the amended Constitution. Rules and Regulations, and does not
that require that so many members of the Commandery-in-Chief shall constitute a
quorum to do business?
The Commander-in-Chief:
I have not the amended Constitution, Rules and Reg
ulations to refer to.
General Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I submit, in all fairness, if we
reconsider any portion of the Constitution. Rules and Regulations, we should recon
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aider nil, and leave it all open to amendment. I have a motion to offer in relation
to it. I submit that we cannot reconsider one portion and leave the rest.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair thinks the Chief Mustering Officer is mis
taken. I think it is competent for the Commandery-in-Chief to reconsider the vote
by which any particnlar section was adopted.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a question of information.
Does it require a two-thirds vote to reconsider a motion before this Encampment.
The Cohmandeb-in-Chief:
The chair thinks it does — a motion of that kind.
This Constitution has been adopted, and now it is the law of this Order, whether it
is printed or not; it is the fundamental law of the Order, and can only be amended
under its own provisions, which provide that it requires a two-thirds vote.
This
motion is in the nature of an amendment to the Constitution
a motion to recon
sider the vote by which a seotion of the Constitution was adopted.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: That does not cover my point exactly. The rules
of order allow us any three sessions in which to reconsider, and this would not. pro
vided anybody makes a motion to reconsider, become the absolute law of the Order,
so far as the rules are concerned, until after the three sessions have been held, in
which

a

motion to reconsider could be made.
Will Colonel Bundy please inform the Commander-

The Commandkb-in-Chief:

in-Chief where those rules are?
Colonel Bundy, of Ohio: In the rules of order, in the back part of the Consti
tution, at page 71.

The Commandeb-in-Chief : Every section, or almost every section, of that
Constitution has been amended, and that is not now the Constitution of the Order.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: I don't know whether it is or not.
Genebal Pollitt, of New Jersey: If it does require a two-thirds vote to amend
the by-laws, will not a majority vote allow the by-laws to be reconsidered, so that
we can get at the amendment ?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair thinks not. The object of the whole pro
That is the effect
ceeding is to amend the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
of it.
Col. J. D. Rowen. of Iowa: Commander, are we operating under the new Con
stitution. Rules and Regulations?
We are.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Col. J. T>'. Rowen, of Iowa: Then, if that is true, is a motion to reconsider in
order': Would not a motion to amend be the proper way to get at it? If it is the
law of this body and we are operating under it, then it oocurs to me that an amend
ment to that section is the proper thing. I make that point of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is the opinion of the chair that this motion must
be treated as though it were a motion in the way of amendment to the Constitu
tion, Rules and Regulations.
That is the effect of it, and it requires a two-thirds
vote to amend the Constitution.
The chair is further of the opinion that the point
of order raised by Colonel Rowen, of Iowa, is well taken and that you cannot amend
the Constitution in this way.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Then the motion to reconsider is not necessary at
all. It would be surplusage. I now make my motion as simply a motion to amend
the Constitution in the particular I have stated.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I think that is proper.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Then I withdraw the motion to reconsider and
move to amend the Constitution as reported by the Committee on Constitution,
Rules and Regulations, so that the Council-in-Chief shall consist of the Senior Vice
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the

Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief,

and three elective mem

bers.

The Commander-in-Chief:
Allow the chair to make a suggestion to Colonel
Bundy. I doubt very much if this motion is in order. We have adopted a regular
order of business, and nothing else is in order unless that order of business i9 sus
pended.

Colonel W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: The question of the adoption of the Constitution
is still before us, having come before us, until its final disposition by this Encamp
ment.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: I think it has been adopted.
Colonel W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Then, Commander, I would like to ask consent
— I don't believe there is any opposition to this proposition- I will ask consent to

introduce this amendment at this time.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Colonel Bundy asks unanimous consent to suspend
the regular order of business for the purpose of introducing the amendment to the
Constitution. Rules and Regulations indicated by him.
Col. J. D. Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, I do not wish to interfere with any busi
ness of this Enoampment, but it seems to me that nothing is to be gained by intro

I should think that our good brother from Ohio ought
ducing this amendment now.
to consent to wait until the regular order of business is disposed of.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Does the chair rule that the election of officers must
come on at 10 o'clock.
The- Commandeb-in-Chief:
The chair rules that, under the Constitution. Rule*
and Regulations, the election cannot be held until all the other business of the En
campment is transacted.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Cannot the Constitution. Rules and Regulations be
suspended by a two-thirds vote for the time being ?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: No. sir; you cannot suspend the Constitution.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: I would like to ask what the regular order of busi
ness is for the morning?
Gen. Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, I call for the regular order of
business.
Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, at the request of a number of mem
bers of this Encampment, I desire to inquire whether the action of this Encamp
ment taken yesterday, providing that the Commandery-in-Chief Constitution should
at once go into effect, cnrries with it the method of voting, so that, in the election
which is to be held at this time, all votes shall be announced by the Colonel of the
Division, and shall be m a roce votes.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair is of the opinion that the election must be
conducted in the manner prescribed by the newly-adopted Constitution, Rules and
The regular order is called for. The next thing in order, as the chair
Regulations.
understands it Col. J. D. Rowen. of Iowa: Commander. I withdraw my objection lo the intro
duction of the proposed amendment by Colonel Bundy.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Colonel Rowen's objection being withdrawn, if there
is no other objection, Colonel Bundy is entitled to the floor.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, the amendment I have already offered
is, that the Constitution, Rules and Regulations be so amended that the Council-inChief shall consist of the Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, the Senior Vioe •Com
mander-in-Chief, and the three elective members. I move the adoption of that
amendment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I think there is a provision in this Constitution which
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the provision which
it is sought to amend.
Colonel Van Houten, of Iowa: Commander, the Constitution itself is not printed,
and the provisions of the particular part referred to by Colonel Bundy are well
known, and I think it would be useless to take up the time of this Commandery-inChief to look up in the report of the committee the chapter, article and section that
is referred to.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It must be done before it can be made a matter of
record.
Colonel Van Houten, of Iowa: Certainly it can be done, but we need not wait
for it.
The Commandee-in-Chief: Very well, if that is the pleasure of the Commandery.
It requires a two-thirds vote. All in
Is the Commandery ready for the question?
favor of the amendment offered by Past Colonel Bundy, of Ohio, will rise to their
Eighty-six having
feet and stand until they are counted. Those opposed will rise.
voted in the affirmative and none in the negative, the amendment is adopted. The
next thing in the order of business is the report of the Committee on Grievances
and Appeals. Is the committtee upon the court-martial of Colonel Adding ton, of
New York, ready to report?
Colonel C. J. Deckman, of Ohio: Commander, that committee has not yet pre
pared their report. It will not be ready for some time.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move you that the rules of order of
be suspended, and that the election of officers be made
the Commandery-in-Chief
the special order of business for 11 o'clock this morning.
Col. F. P. Cobbick, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
The Pkksidi.no Offices: The motion is out of order. The Constitution pro
vides that the election of officers shall not take place until all the other business of
the meeting has been transacted. It is a constitutional provision and cannot be
suspended in this way.
Bbo. Henby Abels, of Illinois: Commander, it is part of the rules and regulations
that they may be suspended by a two-thirds vote.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair does not think that is correct.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I think I remember very distinctly
that you were not present at the time this part of the report of the Committee on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations was considered. This provision was reported
in the order of business, among the rules and regulations, and it is not a Constitu
The committee reported that it might be suspended by a threetional provision.
fourths vote. I offered an amendment making it a two-thirds vote, and after Borne
discussion the section was adopted with that amendment. It seems to me eminently
proper in this case, and that the rules can be suspended by a two-thirds vote.
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I rise for the purpose of making
an inquiry. I understand the brothers are speaking with reference to a Constitu
tion that is said to have been adopted. The question is as to the number necessary
to set aside the regular order of business for the purpose of taking up some other
business.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair has ruled that no motion to suspend the
regular order and take up the election of officers is in order until all the other busi
ness before' the Commandery-in-Chief is completed.
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I want to ask whether this En
campment is not one continuous session, and if the adjournments are not recesses
only, and that therefore this Constitution cannot go into effect until this whole
session has been completed and the proceedings signed and certified by the Com
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mander-in-Chief and the Adjutant General as being the proceedings of this En
campment?
The Commander-in-Chief:
The chair rules that the new Constitution, Rules and
Regulations as reported by the committee, and adopted are in full force and effeot. so
far as the Commandery-in-Chief is concerned. There is no provision of law which
makes it necessary that they shall be signed by the Commander-in-Chief
at all.
They have been adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief. the highest body in the or
ganization, and they are in full force and effect.
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: With all due respect for the holding of the Com
mander-in-Chief and presiding officer of this assembly. I desire to appeal from the
decision of the chair on that question.
•
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Major General, the decision of the Commander-inChief is appealed from by Colonel Newton, of Indiana.
Brothers, the decision of the Commander-in-Chief
Ma job General Loebenstein:
has been appealed from.
The question is, Shall the decision of the Commander-inChief stand as the decision of this Encampments'
Gen. G. W. Pollitt. of New Jersey: Will the brother kindly state why this ap
peal is taken?
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: I think it is right that the members who are
here should think on this question, and know what they are doing.
The question
is, Do these laws now take effect so as to bind this Encampment from yesterday, or
do they take effect after this Encampment shall have adjourned?
Now. in ordi
nary legislation, no law goes into effect immediately unless there is an emergency
clause.
I raise this question now. lest we may get into some trouble hereafter.
I
desire not to take up any time in this Encampment.
I have raised the question:
now when you vote on it, vote as you think it ought to be. I think these laws do
not apply now.
The Majob General: All those in favor of sustaining the decision of the chair —
Gen. O. B. Bbown, of Ohio: Commander. I rise to a point of order. My point
of order is, that the Major General has no right to put this question. Under the
rules adopted yesterday, the question of an appeal from the decision of the chair is
to be put by the presiding officer, and not by the next in command, as formerly.
The Major General,: The Commander-in-Chief having called the Acting Lieu
tenant General to the Chair, I must rule that the Acting Lieutenant General is the
presiding officer for the time being, whose duty it is to put the question.
Col. Frank McCbillis, of Illinois: General, I rise to a point of order, and that is,
that our esteemed brother on the other side is entirely out of order in appealing from
the decision of the Chair, simply because yesterday the Commandery voted upon this
question, and voted that in all matters pertaining to the Commandery-in-Chief the
Constitution adopted day before yesterday should go into effect at once.
The Major Genebal: The question is. Shall the decision of the Chair stand as
the decision of this Commandery ?
Commandf.k-in-Chief Webb: General, I suppose under the rules I have a right to
It is immaterial to me how the Commanderygive my reasons for the ruling made.
in-Chief settles this question: but it is very evident that it must be settled now. in
order that we may transact business at this meeting. Brother Brown, chairman of
the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, raises a point of order based
on the Constitution itselt. which the Commander-in-Chief held to be in full force and
effect.
He cites that very Constitution in support of the point of order which he
makes.
The chairman of the committee himself recognizes that part of the Consti
Past Colonel McCrillis raises the question that the
tution as adopted and in force.
I suggest that the way it was
itself
has
Commandery
passed upon this question.
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General that it should take

then again the 1st of December, and that the part in rela

the military rank should not take effect until the military rank had been
promulgated by the Commander-in-Chief.
All of those things were discussed, and
it was held by the Commander-in-Chief that the law was in full force and effect upon
the adoption of it. I think it was a serious mistake, because we don't know any
thing about it. I do not care how you decide it; but it must be settled now, so that
the question will not be coming up continually hereafter.
The Major General put the question on the appeal, and the decision of the chair
was sustained.
Gen. O. B. Bbown, of Ohio: General, in compliance with a request. I will read
the section of the new Constitution in relations to alterations and amendments:

Section 1. The Constitution, Rules and Regulations and the Ritual of the Sons
of Veterans, U. S. A., shall only be altered or amended by the Commandery-in-Chief
by a two-thirds vote of the members reported present and entitled to vote at a
stated annual meeting thereof; but any section herein may be suspended for the
time being at any annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief by such two-thirds
vote.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

What is the provision as to the election of officers;

as to the time when it shall take place.

Gen. 0. B. Bkown, of Ohio: The twelfth and last order of business is, "The elec
tion and installation of officers:" to which is added the following foot-note:

This order of business may be transposed by a two-thirds vote at any stated
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, a quorum being present, except that the elec
tion and installation of officers shall not be held until all other work of the Com
mandery-in-Chief has been completed.
The Commandee-in-Chief: The first section read by the chairman of the com
mittee provides that any section may be suspended by a two-thirds vote of the
This latter section read by the chairman of the committee,
("ommandery-in-Chief.
being in itself a section, is within that provision in regard to suspension, and may
be suspended by a two-thirds vote. The question before the Commandery then is
on the motion of Colonel Bundy to suspend the regular order of business and make
the election of officers the special order for 11 o'clock today.
Bbo. E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Then the chair holds that the provision
excepting from suspension the rule in relation to the election of officers and installa
tion does not hold.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Constitution provides that any section may be
This provision making the exception, being a
suspended by a two-thirds vote.
section, may itself be suspended by a two-thirds vote.
Bbo. E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Then, Commander, speaking to the ques
tion, it does not seem to me that this suspension should now take place.
After due
deliberation the committee made that exception, and the Commandery-in-Chief sus«
tained that exception, sustained it notably, yesterday, after reconsidering the re
port. It seems to me to suspend this provision now would be to break faith with
all our arrangements and understandings, and to break the Constitution no sooner
than we have adopted it. I think the suspension would be bad policy, and I hope
the rules will not be suspended.
Coi>. J. B. Maccabe. of Massachusetts: Commander, if I understand the motion
of Brother Bundy, it is that the rules of order be suspended.
Now, it is not his in
tent to suspend the rules of order. If he wants to suspend anything, it is the order
of business for the Commandery-in-Chief. and not the rules of order.
Col. Vt. E. Bundy, of Ohio: I will accept that amendment.
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Col. J. B. Maucabe, of Massachusetts: I am not making it as a motion; I am a
member of the committee.
Gkn. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander. I am against the proposition made
I think a little about this matter as Brother Krackowizer does.
by Colonel Bandy.
Certainly all the legislation and all the remarks made in this Encampment np to
this morning, have shown the sentiment to be, that we should transact our business
first, and have the election of officers afterwards. Now, we all know that our tickets
for transportation going home are not good till Snturday morning; there is import
ant work to be done by this Encampment, and it does not seem to me to be the right
thing to elect officers, and then let three-fourths of the members of the Encampment go
out sight-seeing, leaving a few of the faithful ones to stay here and transact the busi
ness, and then, next year.be kicked for what they did. In the language of Brother lad
ders, of Illinois, last year, "Let"s play bail." Let us get to work and expedite business,
When these people who want to elect officers understand
and then elect officers.
that they cannot do that until the business of the Encampment is first attended to.
they will go to work and transact the business, and that is what we are here for.
hope this motion will not prevail.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander. General Abbott says we must "playball." He very well understands, as chairman of the Committee on Officers' Reports,
of which I am a member, that we will not be able to submit our report at best until
The committees on the Addington court-martial and the
to-morrow morning.
are
not ready to report, and if we don't take up the election
court-martial
Payne
of officers, there is nothing else we can take up. My experience is, that the boys
who come here for the purpose of electing officers, as has been said, have sufficient
confidence in the judgment of such good brothers as General Abbott, that they
are perfectly satisfied with what is done after the election, whether they stay here,
or have gone to their several homes to attend to their business.
There never has
been any kicking or hauling over the coals, or anything of that kind, as might be
It is my experience that the few
supposed from the allusion of General Abbott.
brothers who remain here, who are particularly interested in the Order at large, can
transact the business just as well without so many points of order and without so
many statesmen in the house as they can with them; and therefore, believing that the
regular order will throw the election of officers to such a late period, and that while
some of our brothers are laboring under the strain of mind that the campaign in
duces, it will be almost impossible to get right down to business, I think the Commandery will do well to lay aside the regular order, and make the election of officers
the special order for 11 o'clock.
It has been my experience with Encampments for
a good many years, both Division and National, that the best legislation has always
been done after the election of officers.
Gen. O. B. Bbown, of Ohio: Commander, I desire to say upon this point that
^here is always a feeling at certain times that we should put off the election of offi
However, it has often been done
cers until after the other business is transacted.
differently, and has never resulted in any detriment to the Order. It has been the
general agreement among all the members of this Commandery-in-Chief, and the
general understanding with the candidates themselves, that this election should take
I think therefore that it would be advisable, and for the
place at 11 o'clock to-day.
best interests of the Commandery-in-Chief, that this spirit of electioneering be taken
out of our meeting as soon as we can get it out. Let us proceed now and elect our
officers and install them, and then we will have General Webb on the floor as a mem
ber again, and have the benefit of his experience and skill in shaping the legislation
that comes before us. He will be more valuable to us at the present stage of our
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Order, giving us his advice on the floor, than he is in the ohair. He of course does
not feel like taking an active part on the floor when his duty is in the chair. Now,
say, let us proceed with this election, have done with it, and take away all further
necessity for electioneering work among the brothers, and then stay here and wind
I hope the motion will prevail.
up the business in good shape.
Col. J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I rise as a member of the
committee. I want to inform my colleague on this committee, that if he is in favor
of the suspension of the rules of order, I, as a member of the committee, am not.
We have discussed this same thing intelligently time and again, and we made the
rules of order as they are for good reasons, and now if we suspend them, what have
we been doing?
We have simply been tying knots in the air for nothing.
Coi.. F. P. Cobbick, of Nebraska: I move the previous question.
Gen. D. W. Wood, of Indiana: I second the motion.
The previous question was ordered.
The chair put the question on the motion of Colonel Bundy, and the motion was
agreed to.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizkb, of Wisconsin: Commander,
raise the point of orde
that there is no evidence that there is a quorum present, or that two-thirds voted in
the affirmative, which is necessary in order to suspend the rules of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: All those in favor of the motion of Colonel Bundy
will rise to their feet. Those opposed will rise. Ninety having voted in the affirm
ative and three in the negative, the motion to suspend the regular order and make
the election of officers the special order for 11 o'clock prevails, and it is so ordered.
The next thing in order is the report of the Committee upon Officers' Reports.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, as chairman of the Committee on
Officers' Reports I wish to state that the work of the committee has been delayed for
two reasons.
One member of the committee, as originally appointed, has not ar
rived, and it was not until a short time ago that his place was filled. In the mean
while we were deferring some work for his especial consideration.
I refer to General
Griffin.
In addition to that, the members of my committee have been placed on other
committees which have been holding important sessions, and it has prevented their
going forward with the work of our committee. Therefore I beg the indulgence of
the Encampment until we can get our committee together and perfect our work.
We have made considerable progress, but we have not completed our work.
The Cohmandeb-in-Chief:
If there is no objection, the Committee on Officers'
Reports will be granted further time to report.
Gen. O. B. Bbown, of Ohio: I desire to ask, on behalf of the Committee on Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations, unanimous consent to bring in a little matter
which has been overlooked. At the last Commandery-in-Chief meeting, at St. Jo
By consent
seph, this committee was directed to report what a Camp packet was.
of the Commandery-in-Chief, we will now make a report as to what shall constitute
a Camp packet.
This has been made up with the assistance of the Commander-inChief and the Quartermaster General, and is as follows:

I

I

A Camp packet shall consist of —
1 Form A, Descriptive book.
Sergeant's receipt book.
1 Form B, Quartermaster
1 Form C, First Sergeant's requisition book.
D,
Minute book.
1 Form
1 Form E, Ledger.
1 Form F, Cash-book.
1 Form G, Roll-book and comrades G. A. R.
1 Form H, Black-book.
1 Form I, General Order file-book.
1 Regulation badge.
1 Blue-book.
1 Form 11, Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
1 Form 9, Receipts of the evening.

—18
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1 Form
3 Form
4 Form
4 Form
5 Form
5 Form
5 Form
5 Form
5 Form
6 Form
6 Form
6 Form
10 Form
10 Form
10 Form
20 Form
20 Form
20 Form

2, Chaplain's card.
13, Camp Council quarterly reports.
20, Burial-service books.
21, Rituals.
4, Transfer cards.
5, Leave of ubsence.
51, G. A. R. comrades.
6, Honorable discharge.
7, Past officers' credentials.
17, Non-commissioned
staff warrants.
HI, Quartermaster
Serjeant's monthly reports.
10, (Quartermaster Serjeant's and Camp Council bonds.
1, Requisitions for supplies.
8, Delegates' credentials.
81, Alternates' credentials.
3, Non-commissioned
staff warrants.
14, Notice to delinquent members.
18, Ode cards.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: This is an additional report of the Committee on
If there is no objection the section will be
Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
adopted as reported. I have just discovered that Past Commander-in-Chief of the
G. A. R., Gen. John P. Rea, is present in the Commandery.
Past Commander-inChief Abbott, will you please introduce him ?
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General Webb it affords me the highest pleasure
to introduce to this Encampment Gen. John P. Rea. I want to say that when I was
Commander-in-Chief I met no stronger support for our organization anywhere
than I found in the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic at that
time, who is our visitor on the present occasion. [Applause.]
The Commander-in-Chief:
Officers and brothers, you have heard the introduc
tion of the Past Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic.
General
Rea, it is not necessary for me to repeat words of welcome.
We are glad to have
you with us. We know during these many years how much you have done for us.
We heard you last night at the camp fire, and I am sure that the young men here
represented are proud to know that you are for us and with us all the time. I want
to ask the Committee on Revision of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations if its
report in relation to a Camp packet embodies the recommendation made by the
Commander-in-Chief in his report, with reference to a form to be prepared for
making applications to the war and navy departments for the history of an appli
cant's ancestor.
Gen. O. B. Bbown, of Ohio: Conrmander, the report did not make that provision.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is such a recommendation in the report of the
Commander-in-Chief, and that part of it was referred to the Committee on Constitu
tion, Rules and Regulations.
Gen. 0. B. Bbown, of Ohio: We will add that to our report. We will add to the
list the following words:
"20 No. 19, Form of request upon war or navy departments for ancestor's mili
tary record."

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The chair hears none.

If

there is no objection, the report

will

be so amended.

Quartermaster General Hazelton: Is

there a General-order file-book included?
I was re
that that be done.
That costs 40 cents.
quested by the Committee on Constitution to prepare that list, and I have done so
from memory. 1 have not the old list here, but it takes in all that is in the old list
and that in addition.
If you wish to put that in, all right. I merely call your at
tention to it, so that you can act upon it.
The Commander-in-Chief:
There being no objection, the report of the com

It

was suggested

here yesterday

mittee is adopted.
Inspector General

Hall:

Commander,

I

wish to make

a

motion in relation to
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life membership in the Commandery-in-Chief, and I ask unanimous consent for that
•
purpose.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There being no objection, Inspector General Hall is
recognized for the purpose of making a motion in relation to life membership.
Inbpectob Genebal Hall: Commander and brothers, since 1887, in Des Moines,
we have had with us in every Encampment a man who has been sent by his Division
as a common delegate, who has always been employed in the work of the Order,
who has been a hard worker, and his services are conceded by all to have been in
valuable to the Order. I refer to Oren Britt Brown, of Ohio. I believe it is the
sentiment of the brothers throughout this Order who know the value of his services,
that he should be made a sitting life member of this body. I therefore take great
pleasure in recommending that he be granted this high honor, and I move that his
name be placed upon the rolls of this Commandery-in-Chief as a life member.
Gen. J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I will ask the indulgence of
If there
the Encampment that I may second that motion.
do it from my heart.
is a man in this Commandery, if there is a true brother in this Order, if there is a
noble man on God's footstool, it is Oren Britt Brown, of Ohio, God bless him.
His
His services have been invaluable to this glorious organization.
[Applause.]
labors have resulted in great credit to him, and to the organization in the Division
of Ohio. There is not a man in this Encampment who will say aught against Britt
Brown in any respect.
Nothing can be said against him. He is a loyal son of a
veteran. He is ready at any and all times, whether in the midnight storm or in the
noonday's sun, to render service to the Sons of Veterans. God bless him — I can say
no more in his favor than simply to second his nomination as a life member, and
hope that he will be unanimously elected.
Jcdge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, although there is not any neces
sity, and it is not even in order to third a nomination, I most heartily urge the elec
tion of Brother Brown to life membership in this Commandery. His service every
one knows; his faithfulness every one appreciates; and no word I could utter could
add one single laurel to the wreat h adorning his brow.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise on behalf of the solid delegation
from the Division of Ohio, and on behalf of every brother in that State, to bear
testimony to this Encampment that every good word that has been said about Bro.
I do
O. B. Brown, by these distinguished brothers from other Divisions, is true.
not know that it is necessary for me to say anything else, for I could not, if I de
sired, improve upon the eloquent remarks already made.
Col. M. P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: Commander, on behalf of the solid delegation
from the Division of Nebraska, I desire to support the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If the Commander-in-Chief was on the floor, Kansas
would also support it. All those in favor of the motion will signify the same by
saying Aye; those opposed, No. The motion prevails unanimously.
Col. W. E. Bundi, of Ohio: Commander, I move a committee be appointed to
escort Brother Brown into the hall.
Col. M. P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair will appoint Colonel Bundy, of OHio, In
spector General Hall, Judge-Advocate General Weeks and Brother Joe Maccabe, of
Massachusetts, a committee to escort Brother Brown into the hall.
The committee retired.
Col. F. McCbillib, of Illinois: Commander, I desire to call attention to the case
of Captain Emery.
.
For two years
Captain Emery was Past Captain at New
he was mustering officer in my Division, and he went down into the far South, tak-

I
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ing a transfer. There being no Camp in the South where he eould deposit his
transfer card, it lapsed a few days ago, and he has thereby lost his membership in
the Order — I give place to Brother Brown.
■
Bro. Brown entered, escorted by the committee.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Brown, you need no introduction to this
body. Your services in this organization all along the line have been recognized
by your brothers in the Tenth Annual Meeting, and by their unanimous vote have
made you a life member of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Gen. O. B. Brown, of Ohio: Commander-in-Chief and brothers, truly I can
scarcely speak. I have no words to express to you my feelings upon this occasion.
It is the greatest honor that I have ever had conferred upon me — the greatest that
I ever expect to receive. To receive the unanimous vote of a body like this, with

whom I have been associated so many years, to find that my poor efforts in behalf
of the Order have met the hearty approval of my friends and my brothers, is indeed
more than gratifying to me. From the bottom of my heart I thank you, and assure
.
you that I appreciate this great honor conferred upon me.
Col. F. McCbillis, of Illinois: I wish to state, Commander, that Captain Em
ery returned from the South to his Division of Illinois and went out to our Division
Encampment this last month. He came forward claiming his seat as a Past Captain,
but the great Division of Illinois had nothing to do but declare that he was not en
titled to it. The matter came up in our Division, and by unanimous consent we
were instructed to bring it to the attention of the Commandery-in-Chief, provided
that Brother Emery united with a Camp before the meeting of the Encampment.
Brother Emery returned immediately to the South, and I have a letter from him stat
ing that he joined the Camp at Birmingham, Ala., on the Thursday evening prior to
August 18. Colonel Friedman, Past Colonel of that Division, is here in the Encamp
ment and attests that fact. Now, brothers, I only want to say a word in favor of
Brother Emery. When I was Colonel of that Division, after I got a Camp charter,
I could spend most of the time between the application and the date of muster try
ing to get somebody to go there and muster in the Camp, and failing to do so up to
the day before the muster, I could always telegraph Brother Emery to go there and
muster that Camp, and then go to bed feeling that if Brother Emery was alive the
That is the kind of work he did. I am
next night the Camp would be mustered.
proud to come before you and ask now, inasmuch as he is a member of the Order,
and inasmuch as his transfer card lapsed only a few days because he could not find

it to in that section of the country, that this great body extend
a Camp to present
to him the courtesy of restoring him to his rank as a Past Captain of the Order.
move you that this body take that action.
Col. Moses P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Col. E. M. Van Cleve, of Minnesota: Commander, we have a matter of this kind
that I had not expected to bring up until later on in the Encampment.
I want to
ask to correct the record so as to do a simple act of justice; that is about what it
will amount to. In the early days of the Order in Minnesota, one of the very first
men who was a member of the Order here; who was Captain of our Camp; who
was rtally in command of the Division of Minnesota when it was in deep water,
under appointment from the then Commander of the old Third Grand Division,
through some neglect or oversight never received his commission, and is still with
I speak of Bro. George W. Knowlton, once
out the honors to which he was entitled.
of Maine, then of Minnesota, and now of Massachusetts. All of us in Minnesota
who were here in the early days of the Order know just what he did. It would^take
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too much time for me to explain it all, but this much I can say: he saved the
Order from going to pieces in the State.
He held the Order together. Instead of striving to retain the honors for himself
he asked the Commander of the Third Grand Division to issue a commission as
Commander of this Division to myself. He turned the Order over to me one night
when there were some 16 or 17 members of Camp 4, and told me that that really was
the Division of Minnesota.
There were in name four Camps. There was in reality
but one. The other three had long since gone to pieces.
No. 1 was then in Still
water. It was afterward kept up in St. Paul. No. 2 was in Ox-Centre, and No. 3 at
Oronoco.
We know what Brother Knowlton has done, and I want to ask on behalf
of the Division of Minnesota that Brother Knowlton be placed upon the records
here as Fast Colonel of the Minnesota Division — what he is in reality.
I shall only
be too glad to call him Colonel.
The Commander-in-Chief called the Major General to the chair.
Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: General, it was my good fortune, by the suffrages
of my brothers, to preside over the destinies of the Third Grand Division for 13
months. I know this is not a matter of record, because when I assumed command
I did not get any record of any kind.
managed to get hold of a few supplies, but
I didn't get any records; but I know the faot that Brother Knowlton was placed in
command of the Minnesota Division at the time when we had what we called the
Provisional Division; that he did his duty well at all times and under all circum
stances; and in according honors to those who have served this Order faithfully and
well, I believe that it is nothing more than justice to Brother Knowlton that this
motion should prevail.
am most decidedly in favor of conferring upon him the
rank of Past Colonel of a Division.
I seoond the motion made by Brother Van Cleve.
The motion was agreed to.
Col.. G. W. Knowlton, of Massachusetts: General and brothers, I certainly appre
ciate most heartily the honor that this Encampment has conferred upon me. There
are a few of us still sticking to the work of the Order that were in it in its early
days, who know what the men had to contend with at that time; who know of the
sentiment that was against this Order in its early days, because those who are our
friends now did not understand our purposes and objects.
wiBh to thank you all>
brothers, from the bottom of my heart.
Col. M. P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: Commander, while we are on this subject of past
rank and past honors, I have a case in Nebraska similar in some respects to the cases
I prepared
already passed upon by the Commandery, but different in one respect.
a resolution and handed it to the Committee on Resolutions, and they are unanimous
I believe in its support, and I ask leave of the Commandery-in-Chief now to have the
Committee on Resolutions make that part of their report at that time, so that while
we are on the subject we may dispose of it.
I refer to the case of H. G. Clarke, who
formerly occupied nearly all the commissioned offices in the Division of Nebraska,
and was not eligible to membership in the Order.
The preamble and resolution ex
plain themselves, and I ask that the Commander-in-Chief, who knows the facts, will
make a statement in reference to this case after they have been read.
The Presiding Offices: Unanimous consent is asked to hear a partial report
from the Committee on Resolutions in reference to the case of H. G. Clarke, of Ne
braska. Is there objection?
The chair hears none. Colonel Young is chairman of
that committee.
Col. E. W. Youno, of Washington: Commander, the Committee on Resolutions
recommend the adoption of the following whereas and resolution:

I

I

I

Whebeas, It appears from the records of this organization that Harry G. Clarke,
formerly of Garfield Camp No. 3, Division of Nebraska, has performed great and
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lasting services for the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., in the Division of Nebraska, hav
ing served as follows, to wit: Member of the Provisional Division, 1883; special aide
on Division Staff, August, 1883: Chaplain of Division, 1883; representative at large to
Commandery-in-Chief. 1884, Philadelphia, Pa.; elective member of Division Council,
1884; elected Lieutenant Colonel January 30, 1884; elected delegate to Third Grand
Division Encampment, Chicago, July, 1884; Chief of Staff, Third Grand Division.
1884; elected Colonel of the Division of Nebraska June 11, 188S, in which last capacity
he served

until April,

1880; and

Whebeas, It is now well established that the foster son of a soldier is not eligible
to membership in the Sons of Veterans, U.S. A., and that said Clarke believed that
he was entitled to be a member of the Order during all the time that he was working
for it, and it was not until recently that he discovered that he was not, his own
father never having been a soldier; and
Whebeas, Said Clarke is desirous of retaining his connection with the Order he
did so much to advance: therefore, be it
Resolved, By the Commandery-in-Chief
of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., in this
Tenth Annual Encampment assembled, that as a matter of justice, as well as in
recognition of his services aforesaid, said Harry G. Clarke be, and he hereby is. con
stituted an honorary life member of the Commandery-in-Chief, with rank of Past
Colonel, and that he be commissioned as such from the date of the adoption of these
resolutions. •

Col. E. W. Young, of Washington:
Col. M. P. O'Beien, of Nebraska:

I

I

move the adoption of the resolutions.

second the motion.

Bbo. K. Shaw Van, of Iowa: General, I desire to state that at theCommandery-inChief meeting in Buffalo, Iowa brought there the name, I think, of a Grand Armyman who had created the Division, and labored to build up the Division of Iowa,
and at that Commandery-in-Chief
meeting they almost unanimously refused to,
Now, you must either go back on
make him a life member of this organization.
the record there made — perhaps the members of this Commandery largely were
members of that organization — you must either go back on that record or else you
must defeat this motion.
I say it is not right to approve this and reject another of
equal merit. I desire to move as an amendment to the resolution to insert the
name of Sidney Pruyn, of Iowa.
Bbo. J. B. Reeve, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
Col. J. D. Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, I would like to submit a question and
have a ruling from the chair — whether or not that resolution can properly be en
It is not recited that H. G. Clarke is a son of a
tertained by this Encampment.
veteran, or a Grand Army man. Now the adoption of that resolution, and accord
ing to this brother the rank of Past Colonel, simply means the destruction of the
basis and the foundation of this organization.
Col. M. P. O'Brien, of Nebraska: Commander, if there is no objection, I will
ask leave to strike out that part of the resolution creating him a Past Colonel.
Col. J. D. Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, I object to it in that shape. Our Consti
tution provides who shall be members of this organization.
To my mind this is
We get our right to membership
one of t he grandest organizations in this country.
in this organization by patriotism, by the sacrifices and by the valor of the best
element that ever existed in this country.
Now to say that an outsider, no matter
how able he may be, no matter how enthusiastic he may be, no matter how strong
or grand his character may be — to say that he shall come in here and be upon a
par with us whose fathers did go through the war, is a wrong to us and a wrong to
I submit to you
our organization — a destruction of the basis of the organization.
that that resolution cannot properly be entertained by this Encampment, and call
for a ruling of the chair upon that question.
The Pbesidino Offices: The chair will say in ruling upon this question that it
hopes some member will appeal from the decision of the chair, and allow the En
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campment to decide it definitely. The chair sustains the point of order, and rules
the motion out of order.
Col. M. P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: With all due respect to the chair, I appeal from
the decision. I thought before this discussion was ended I would have a chance to
state the reasons why we asked this favor. I expected General Webb would also
have a chance to be heard upon the floor of the Encampment; and for those reasons
I desire to appeal from the ruling of the chair.
The Presiding Officer: Brothers, the decision of the chair has been appealed
from. The question is, Shall the decision of the chair stand as the decision of the
Those in favor of the decision of the chair being sustained —
Encampment?
Bbo. C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: General, is an appeal from the ruling of the
chair debatable?
The Presiding Officer: The chair holds that it is not. Those in favor of sus
taining the decision of the chair will signify the same by saying Aye; those opposed,
No. The ayes have it; the ruling of the chair is sustained, and the motion is out of
order. The hour of 11 o'clock having arrived, the special order of business at this
time is the election of officers.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, the hour having arrived
for the special order, which is the nomination and election of officers, I move the
adoption of the following:
"Resolved, Under the special order of business: (1) That we do now proceed to
the nomination and election of officers, in the following order: Commander-in-Chief,
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, and three mem
bers of the Council-in-Chief severally.
Resolved, (2) That Divisions having brothers to present as suoh candidates be
accorded the floor in alphabetical order, for the purpose of making such nomination,
and the seconds of any and all Divisions to such nominations shall follow the same

in like order.

Resolved, (3) That no nominating speech shall exceed ten nor any second five
minutes in delivery, and nominations being concluded, that balloting begin and
proceed without interruption or recess other than for meals until a choice shall be
made.
Resolved,

(4) That before the balloting

begins Divisions shall be seated together,

in order to facilitate and expedite business.
Inspector General Hall: Commander,

I

I have an amendment to offer which
It is to strike out ten minutes for nominating speeches
hope the brother will accept.
and insert five, so as to limit the nominating speeches as well as those seconding
nominations to five minutes. If the brother will accept that amendment I will sec
ond his motion.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb: I will accept the amendment.
Inspectob General Hall: I want to modify that. I want to make it so as to
limit nominating speeches to five minutes, and speeches seconding nominations to
three minutes.
Bbo. E. W. Khackowizeh, of Wisconsin: I will accept it that way.
The chair put the question, and the resolutions were agreed to.
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I desire to offer the following reso
lution:

Be it resolved, That in the election of officers of the Commandery-in-Chief, when
a Division is called the delegates representing that Division shall rise, when the Col
onel of the Division shall canvass such delegation and cast the vote thereof; and
when so cast it shall not be changed at that ballot; and that such delegation shall
remain standing to be counted and duly compared with the record of representa
tives in the hands of the Adjutant General.

Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: I second that motion.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The chair would ask the chairman of the Committee
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Rules and Regulations if the new Constitution does not provide
the elections?
Gen. O. B. Bbown, of Ohio: Commander, it does.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Then I do not think this motion is in order. The
next business in order is nominations for Commander-in-Chief.
The Adjutant Gen
eral will call the roll of Divisions in alphabetical order for the purpose of hearing
nominations.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Iowa was reached, R. Shaw Van placed in nomination Gen.
Joseph B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts.
When the Division of Massachusetts was reached, Charles D. Rooney seconded
the nomination of General Maccabe.
When the Division of Michigan was reached, N. G. Cooper placed in nomination
Gen. Marvin E. Hall, of Michigan.
When the Division of Missouri wbb reached, Col. B. W. Frauenthal seconded the
nomination of General Hall.
When the Division of Nebraska was reached, Col. Moses P. O'Brien seconded the
nomination of General Hall.
When the Division of New Hampshire was reached, Cyrus H. Little seconded the
nomination of Marvin E. Hall.
When the Division of New York was reached, Col. Job E. Hedges placed in nom
ination Gen. Bartow S. Weeks.
When the Division of Pennsylvania was reached, Bro. John A. Wood seconded
the nomination of General Weeks.
When the Division of Rhode Island was reached, Col. Theodore A. Barton sec
onded the nomination of General Hall.
When the Division of South Dakota was reached, Col. C. C. Bras seconded the
nomination of General Hall.
When the Division of Vermont was reached, Col. K. W. Morse seconded the nomi
nation of General Hall.
When the Division of Washington was reached, Col. E. W. Young seconded the
nomination of General Maccabe.
When the Division of Wisconsin was reached, Bro. E. W. Krackowizer seconded
the nomination of General Hall.
Adjutant Genebal Hebod: Commander, that concludes the list of Divisions.
Bbo. J. T. Coopeb, of Kansas: Commander, I desire to second the nomination of
Bartow S. Weeks.
Col. M. D. Fbiedman, of Alabama: Commander, from the Division of the South,
I second the nomination of General Hall, of Michigan.
Bbo. E. A. Wells, of Illinois: Commander, I desire to second the nomination of
Marvin E. Hall.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I second the nomination of Jos.
B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts.
Col. E. M. Van Cleve, of Minnesota: Commander, I desire to second the nomi
nation of Joseph B. Maccabe.
Col. Mosks P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: Commander, I move that nominations
be now closed, without any more nominating speeches or seconding speeches.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there are no other candidates to be placed in
nomination, nominations for the office of Commander-in-Chief are now closed.
Bbo. C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, I would like to know whether
are credited to their respective States, or to the
members of the Council-in-Chief
Council-in-Chief.
Personally, I would like to«vote with the Hoosiers.
on the Constitution,

the method of conducting
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The Commandkb-in-Chief: Brother Brown, will you please read the section of
the new Constitution governing the election of officers.
General Brown read the section, as follows:
Article IV, section 2. The Commander-in-Chief, the Senior Vice-Commandershall be
in-Chief, the Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
and the Council-in-Chief
chosen at the stated yearly meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief, and a majority
Such election shall be conducted
of all the votes cast shall be necessary for a choice.
as follows: The Adjutant General shall call the roll of the Commandery-in-Chief
officers, and each officer shall announce the candidate of his choice; the Adjutant
General shall then call the roll of Divisions in alphabetical order, and when each
Division is called the commander of such Division, or the chairman of its delega
If any member of a Division
tion, shall arise and announce the vote of his Division.
shall request it, the names of the delegates from such Division shall be called, and
each delegate respectively shall thereupon arise and announce the candidate of his
choice. Life members shall vote with their respective Divisions.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
tellers.
Col..

The next business in order is the appointment

of

D. Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, I move that there be three tellers ap
pointed by the Commander-in-Chief to assist the Adjutant General.
Col. Moses P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: Commander, I suggest that each delegation stand
up as it is called, and allow the Adjutant General to check them off.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That will be taken by consent. The Commander-inChief will appoint the following tellers: Bro. Norman Cooper, of Michigan; Gen.
Raphael Tobias, of New York; and Past Colonel Stevens, of Massachusetts. The

J.

Adjutant General will proceed to call the roll of the Commandery-in-Chief officers,
each of whom will announce the candidate of his choice. He will then proceed to
call the roll of Divisions in alphabetical order, as provided by the Constitution; and
when each Division is called, the Colonel or the chairman of its delegation will arise
and
announce the vote of his Division,
t
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll of Commandery-in-Chief officers and Di
visions.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Hear the result of the ballot. The Adjutant General
and tellers will announce the result of the ballot.
The Adjutant Genebal: Total number of votes cast, 131; necessary to a choice>
66.
Bro. Marvin E. Hall receives 56 votes; Brother Weeks, 36; Brother Maccabe, 37;
Brother Milham, 2.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: No brother having received a majority of all the votes
cast, there is no choice.
The Adjutant General will call the roll for another ballot.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the Commanderin-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Hear the result of the second ballot. Total number
of votes cast, 131; necessary to a choice, 66. Brother Hall has 55; Brother Mac
cabe, 38; Brother Weeks, 35; Brother Milham, 3. No brother having received a ma
jority of all the votes cast, there is no election. The Adjutant General will proceed
to call the roll.
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: Commander, I ask permission to retire and
allow the Washington delegation to cast my vote, if that can be done. [Cries of "No,"
I am for Maccabe for Com
"No,'" "No."]
My presence is demanded elsewhere.
mander-in-Chief, and I am for Helena for the next place to hold the Commanderyin-Chief meeting, and I do not see why I cannot be permitted to retire, allowing the
Washington delegation to cast my vote.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair will decide, without any further ceremony,
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that that cannot be done.
If the brother wants to vote he must stay here; and so
with all the other brothers. The Adjutant General will proceed with the calling of
the roll.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the Commanderin-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Hear the result of the third ballot. Total number of
votes cast, 132; necessary to a choice, 67.
Brother Maccabe reoeives 40; Brother
Weeks, 36; Brother Hall, 56; and there is no choice. The Adjutant General will call
the roll for another ballot.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the Commanderin-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Hear the result of the fourth ballot. Total number of
votes cast, 132; necessary for a choice, 67. Brother Hall receives 54 votes; Brother
Weeks, 37; Brother Maccabe, 41; and there is no election.
The Adjutant General
will call the roll for another ballot.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the Commanderin-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Hear the result of the fifth ballot. Total number of
votes cast, 132; necessary
to a choice, 67. Brother Maccabe receives 38 votes;
Brother Weeks, 40; Brother Hall, 54. No brother having received a majority of all
the votes cast, there is no election, and the Adjutant General will call the roll for
another ballot.
The Commander-in-Chief called the Major General to the chair.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the Major Gen
eral, presiding.
The Pbesidino Offices: Hear the result of the sixth ballot. Total number of
votes cast, 133; necessary to a choice, 67.
Brother Maccabe receives 35 votes;
Brother Weeks, 38; Brother Hall, 60. No brother having received a majority of all
the votes cast, there is no election, and we will proceed to the next formal ballot.
Col. Leo W. Kenneday, of Colorado: General, I move we take a recess until »2
o'clock.
Col. C H. Andebson, of Colorado: General, I second the motion.
The chair put the question, and the motion was not agreed to.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the presiding
officer.

The Pbesidino Officeb: Hear the result of the seventh ballot. Total number
of votes cast, 134; necessary to a ohoice, 68. Brother Maccabe receives 41 votes;
Brother Weeks, 36; Brother Hall, 57. No brother having received a majority of all
the votes cast, there is no election, and the Commandery will proceed to the next
formal ballot.
The Adjutant General will call the roll.
Col. Leo. W. Kenneday, of Colorado: General, I move we take a recess until 2
o'clock.
Col. C. H. Andekson, of Colorado: I second the motion.
The motion was not agreed to.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the presiding
officer.

The Pbesidino Offices: Hear the result of the eighth ballot. Total number of
votes cast, 134; necessary to a choice, 68. Brother Maccabe receives 42 votes;
Brother Weeks, 36; Brother Hall, 56. No brother having received a majority of all
the votes cast, there is no election, and the Commandery will proceed to the next
formal ballot.

The Adjutant

General will call the roll.
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the roll, and reported the result to the presiding

officer.

The Pbesidino Offices:

Hall, 54; Weeks,
Hear the result of the ninth ballot.
Maccabe, 39; Bundy, 1. Total number of votes cast, 134; necessary to a
choice, 68. No brother having received a majority of all the votes cast there is no
The Adju
election, and the Commandery will proceed to the next formal ballot.
tant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the presiding
40:

officer.

Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, I move that the Commandery-inChief take a recess for one hour.
The Pbesidino Offices: The vote has not been announced and a motion is not
in order. Hear the result of the tenth ballot: Hall, 54; Weeks, 34; Maccabe, 39;
Milham, 6: Stadden, 1. Total number of votes cast, 134; necessary to a choice, 68.
No brother having received a majority of all the votes cast, there is no election, and
we will proceed to the next formal ballot.
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, I now renew my motion that the
Commandery-in Chief take a recess until half-past 2 o'clock.
Bbo. C. L. Bohannon, of Minnesota: I second the motion.
The Pbesidino Officeb: Those in favor of the motion say Aye; those opposed,
No. The motion seems to be lost. A division is called for. Those in favor of the
motion to adjourn until half-past 2 o'clock will rise to their feet, and stand until
they are counted. Those opposed will now rise. The motion is lost. Proceed with
the calling of the roll.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the presiding
officer.
The Pbesidino Offices: Hear the result of the eleventh ballot. Hall, 43;
Weeks, 34; Maccabe, 36; Stadden, 15; Milham, 4. Total number of votes cast, 132;
necessary to a choice, 67. No brother having received a majority of all the votes
cast, there is no election, and we will proceed to the next formal ballot. The Adju
tant General will proceed with the calling of the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll, and reported the result to the presiding
officer.
^ie Pbesidino Offices: Hear the result of the twelfth ballot. Hall, 55; Weeks,
32; Maccabe, 39; Stadden, 1; Milham, 6. Total number of votes cast, 133; necessary
to a choice, 67. No brother having received a majority of all the votes oast, there
is no election, and we will proceed to the next formal ballot.
Bbo. Z. T. Bubton, of Montana: General, I move this Commandery-in-Chief do
now take a recess for 20 minutes.
Col. F. P. Cobbiok, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
The Pbesidino Offices: Those in favor of the motion will say Aye. Those op
posed, No. The noes appear to have it. A division is called for. Those in favor of
Those opposed, the same sign. The motion is
the motion will rise to their feet.
lost. Proceed to call the roll.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the presiding
officer.
The Pbesidino Offices: Hear the result of the thirteenth ballot. McCabe, 53;
Weeks, 35; Hall, 41; Milham, 4. Total number of votes cast, 133; necessary to a
choice, 67. No brother having received a majority of all the votes cast, the Adju
tant General will call the roll for another ballot.
The Adjutant Genesal called the roll, and reported the result to the presiding
officer.
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Col. B. W. Fbauenthal, of Missouri: General, I move that, after the reading of
this ballot, we take a recess for 30 minutes.
The Pbesidino Officeb: The motion is not in order.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: General, I have some friends outside, from New
York, and I ask to be relieved from duty as teller.
The Pbesidino Officeb: Brother Harrison, of New York, you will take the place
of Brother Tobias, who asks to be relieved as teller. Hear the result of the four
teenth ballot: Hall, 56; Maccabe, 41; Weeks, 37. Total number of votes cast, 134;
No brother having received a majority of all the votes cast,
necessary to choice, 68.
there is no election, and the Adjutant General will call the roll for another ballot.
Col. B. W. Fbauenthal. of Missouri: General, I move that we take a recess for
30 minutes.
Col. F. P. Cobbick, of Nebraska: I second the motion.
The motion was not agreed to.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the presiding
officer.

The Pbesidino Offices: Hear the result of the fifteenth ballot. Total number
of votes cast, 134; necessary to a choioe, 68. Brother Maccabe has received 38
votes; Brother Weeks, 41; General Hall, 55. There being no choice, the Adjutant
General will call the roll for another ballot.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I move that we take a recess for one
hour.
Col. H. O. Bixby, of Vermont: I second the motion.
The Pbesidino Offices: Those in favor of the motion will say Aye. Those op
The noes appear to have it. A division is called for. All in favor of
posed, No.
the motion will rise and stand until you are counted.
Those opposed, the same sign.
The motion is lost. The Adjutant General will proceed with the call of the roll.
The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the Commanderin-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Hear the result of the sixteenth ballot. Total num
ber of votes cast, 128; necessary to a choice, 65. Hall receives 53; Weeks, 36; Mac
cabe, 39.
There being no choice, the Adjutant General will proceed to call the roll
for another formal ballot.
^
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the Commanderin-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Hear the result of the seventeenth ballot. Total num
ber of votes cast, 128; necessary for a choice, 65. Maccabe, 40; Weeks, 37; Hall, 46.
There being no choice, the Adjutant General will call the roll for another ballot.
Col. G. B. Stadden, of Illinois: Commander, I move we take a recess for 30
minutes.
Col. C. H. Andebson, of Colorado: I second the motion.
Bbo. B. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I move an amendment — to make the
time of adjournment one hour and a half.
Col. G. B. Stadden, of Illinois: I accept the amendment.
The motion was not agreed to.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the Commanderin-Chief.
The Commander-in-Chief: Hear the result of the eighteenth ballot. Total num
ber of votes cast, 127; necessary to a choice, 64.
Weeks receives 39; Maccabe, 38;
Hall, 88; Bookwalter, 10; Brown, 1; Bundy 1. No brother having received a ma
jority of all the votes cast, there is no election, and the Adjutant General will call
the roll for another ballot.
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the roll, and reported the result to the Commander-

in-Chief.

The Commandeb-in-Chiee : Hear the result of the nineteenth ballot. Total num
ber of votes oast, 126; necessary to a choice, 64. Maccabe, 44; Weeks, 35; Hall, 47.
No brother having received a majority of all the votes cast, there is no election, and
the Adjutant General will call the roll for another ballot.
Col. Job E. Hedges, of New York: Commander, I ask unanimous consent to
make a statement. It is the request of the several candidates for Commander-inChief that the Commandery suspend balloting for a few moments.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : If there be objection, the roll-call will proceed.
If
there is no objection, the suggestion of Colonel Hedges will be acceded to, and bal
loting will be suspended for a few moments.
After a few minutes Generals Hall, Weeks and Maccabe entered the Commandery
together.
Inspectob

Genebal Hall: Commander-in-Chief and my brothers of the Tenth
Annual Encampment, for four mortal hours we have been struggling here to elect
the chief officer of the Order. Each of the three candidates has warm friends; men
who love us dearly, as we love the Order; and we believe that this three-cornered
fight has a tendency to create friction, and will, perhaps, bring discredit upon us;
perhaps bring friotion among our friends, which will not be easily repaired; and,
above everything else, we three desire the success, prosperity, unity and advance
believe, my brothers, that if either of us
ment of this grand Order. [Applause.]
were elected we could give you an administration which would not bring discredit
I believe you would be satisfied with the administra
upon the Order. [Applause.J
tion of any one of us, but we cannot all of us win this year. Only one of us can win
this year, and the other two may never again be candidates. As you well know, the
tide may set against us; but my Brother Maccabe and I have agreed that we will
sacrifice ourselves, and I stand here — [cries of "No," "No," "No."] — and I stand
here, personally, prepared to say, gentlemen, I decline an election this year.
[Ap
"
plause, and cries of " No," No."]
Gin. J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I want the boys to give
The ambition to be Commander-in-Chief of this Order is an
heed to what I say.
The man who is elected to the position of Commander-inhonorable ambition.
Chief of this Order is a man who can regard himself with pride — a man whom we
should regard with pride. But, my friends, the good of the Order is preeminent;
and the good of the Order insists that we should have as easy and as harmonious an
administration as possible; it means that we should not continue to prolong this
As my brother Hall truly says, we have dear, good,
indefinite style of balloting.
loyal friends who would gladly stay by us, as witness this demonstration; but we
have come to the conclusion, after a full and free discussion, that Brother Weeks, for
the good of the East, should be the nominee of this convention and Commander-inChief of the Order.
Bbo. C. A. Bookwaltee, of Indiana: Commander, I suggest that the Command
ery give three cheers for Brother Hall and Brother Maccabe. [Cheers.]
Genebal Maccabe: And therefore I ask the privilege, Commander — for it is a
privilege to be even a candidate — I say I ask the privilege of withdrawing now from
thi9 contest. God bless you, every one, whether you voted for me or not. [Applause,
cheers, and protests, amid great confusion.]
Silence, boys; be at least respectful to
We are all brothers, bound together by the most
a dying man.
[ More applause.]
solemn tie, and we propose to be brothers. I am no longer a candidate. [Applause.]
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weees: Commander, I have been treated more than
like a brother.
I never can appreciate the magnanimity of my friends Marvin and
Joe.

I
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The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Adjutant General will call the roll for the twen
tieth ballot.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizee, of Wisconsin: Commander,
move yon that the Adju
tant General cast the ballot of the convention for the election of — [Cries of " No,"

I

"No," "No."]
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander,
cess for twenty minutes.

I

move you that we do now take

a re

I

Brothers,
will declare this Encampment closed if
Now, what is the pleasure of
you do not resume your seats and attend to business.
the Commandery-in-Chief f
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizee, of Wisconsin: Commander, i move that the Adjutant
General be instructed to cast the ballot of this Encampment for Bartow S. Weeks

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

for Commander-in-Chief.

Inbpectob Genebal Hall: I second that motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It has been moved and seconded that the Adjutant
General be instructed to cast the vote of the Encampment for Bartow S. Weeks for
Is the Encampment ready for the question? All those in
Commander-in-Chief.
favor of the motion will say Aye. Those opposed, No. The noes appear to have it.
The noes have it, and the motion is not agreed to. The Adjutant General will call
the roll.
The Adjutant Genebal proceeded to call the roll.
When the Division of Massachusetts was called, Col. Chas. K. Darling announced
9 votes for Maccabe, and 1 for Hall.
Genebal Maccabe: Commander, how many votes is the Massachusetts Division
entitled to?
The Adjutant Genebal: Ten.
Genebal Maccabe: One of them should be counted for Weeks.
I want to go on
record as voting for Weeks.
Colonel Dablino, of Massachusetts: The Massachusetts Division votes 4 for
Maccabe, 4 for Weeks, and 1 for Hall.
Col. M. P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: Commander, I announced General Hall's name.
I intended to vote for General Weeks.
The Adjutant Genebal concluded the calling of the roll, and reported the result
to the Commander-in-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Hear the result of the twentieth ballot: Total num
ber of votes cast, 134; necessary to a choice, 68. Bartow S. Weeks receives 93 votes;
Maccabe, 34; Hall, 7. Gen. Bartow S. Weeks having received the majority of all the
votes cast, I declare him duly elected Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.,
for the "msuing term.
Col -T. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, in view of the fact (I say it
with regret) that I am the only candidate against my brother Weeks, I move that
Brother Weeks be the unanimous choice of this Commandery for Commander-inChief.
Inspectob Genebal Hall: Commander, I second this motion. I think I have a
right to most heartily support this motion of my Brother Maccabe, and I do it with
great gladness.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, it i* moved by General Maccabe. of Massa
chusetts, seconded by General Hall, of Michigan, that the election of General Weeks
as Commander-in-Chief
be mad<? unanimous.
All those in favor of the motion
will manifest it by saying Aye; contrary, No. The motion prevails unanimously.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I will appoint as a committee to escort the Com
mander-in-Chief elect to the platform, Generals Maccabe and Hall.
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The Commander-in-Chief elect was escorted to the platform by the committee,
and greeted enthusiastically by the members of the Commandery.
When order was
restored —
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Officers and members of the tenth annnal meeting of
the Commandery-in-Chief : I have the pleasure of introducing to you your Com
mander-in-Chief elect, and in doing so I desire only to say that I thank the meeting
for its unanimous action upon the last vote.
Brothers, your Commander-in-Chief
elect. General Weeks.
Commandeb-in-Chief elect Weeks: Brothers, greater indeed are the victories of
I
peace than the victories of war; more blessed indeed is it to give than to receive.
feel envious of the pleasure my brothers Hall and Maocabe have in that respect, and
hardly know what to say to you. This is, to my mind, the second highest honor in
the Cnited States.
Next to the presidency of the United States, I know none greater,
and although I see before me many warm friends of my magnanimous opponents,
who in devotion to their old loves felt constrained to stand by the flag to the last, I
trust that my administration may be such as to convince them that their brothers
have made no mistake. I promise them it shall be so, if it lies within my power;
and on behalf of the united State of New York, on behalf, I think, of the united Or
der, I shall have — can have — but one purpose in view throughout my administra
tion, and that is to rival the administrations of the past.
If I succeed, my pleasure
will be unbounded. If I fail, it will be because of my own inherent weakness. Thank
ing you for the confidence reposed, let me say to each and every one of you that the1
Commander-in-Chief of this Order for the next year shall always be one of the broth
ers of the Order, and you can come to him at any time, with anything, for anything
that is proper.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Next in order is the nomination and election of a
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.
The Adjutant General will call the roll of Divi
sions for nomination.
When the Division of Minnesota was reached, Past Col. E. D. Morris, of Minne
sota, was placed in nomination for Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.
When the Division of Missouri was called, Col. M. D. Friedman, of the Division
of Alabama and Tennessee, was placed in nomination.
When the Division of New Jersey was called. Gen. George W. Pollitt, of the Di
vision of New Jersey, was placed in nomination.
When the Division of Wisconsin was called, the name of Col. Harry S. Fuller, of
Wisconsin, was placed in nomination.
Gen. Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I respectfully decline to be
a candidate for Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.
Bbo. F. 0. Wilkinson, of Ohio: Commander, I desire to second the nomination
of Col. Harry S. Fuller, of Wisconsin.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there are no further nominations, the chair will
The Adjutant
closed.
declare nominations for Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
General will call the roll.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll of Divisions, and reported the result to

I

I

the Commander-in-Chief.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Hear the result of the ballot for Senior Vice-Com
Total number of votes cast, 122; necessary to a choice, 62.
mander-in-Chief.
Brother Fuller receives 59 votes; Brother Morris, 44; Brother Friedman, 19. No
brother having received a majority of all the votes cast, there is no election, and the
Adjutant General will proceed to call the roll for another ballot.
Col. M. D. Fbiedman, of Alabama: Commander, I withdraw my name as a candi
date for Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.
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The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the Commanderin-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Hear the result of the second ballot. Total number
of votes cast, 125; necessary to a choice, G3. Brother Fuller received 69 votes;
Brother Morris, 56. Brother Fuller having received a majority of all the votes cast,
I declare him duly elected Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief for the ensuing year.
will appoint Colonel Morris and Colonel Friedman to escort Colonel Fuller to the
Commander-in-Chief's station.
Colonel Fuller was escorted to the platform by Brothers Morris and Freidman.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Officers and brothers, I have the pleasure of intro
elect, Past Colonel Fuller, of
ducing to you the Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief

I

Wisconsin.
elect Fulleb: Commander, and brothers of
Seniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
this Encampment, this is an honor which I never anticipated receiving from this
body, the second highest honor in its gift; and it is something for which I have not
I feel that it would not be proper to occupy
words to express my appreciation.
your time at this moment, because I know that just at present time is everything
with you. I tender you my heartfelt thanks for your vote, and for my election as
your Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The next business in order is the nomination and
election of a Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.
The Adjutant General will call the
roll of Divisions for nominations.
When the Division of Colorado was reached, Col. Charles H. Anderson, of Colo
rado, placed in nomination Col. Leo W. Kenneday, of Colorado, for Junior ViceCommander-in-Chief.
When the Division of Illinois was reached Col. G. B. Stadden, of Illinois, placed
in nomination the name of C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana.
When the Division of Missouri was reached, Gen. Rudolph Loebenstein placed in
nomination the name of E. D. Morris, of Minnesota.
Col. E. D. Mobbis, of Minnesota: Commander, I respectfully decline the nomi
I thank the brothers for the compli
nation for Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.
ment.

If there are no further nominations, the chair will
Brothers C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana, and L. W. Ken
nominations closed.
The Adjutant General will call the roll of
neday, of Colorado, are the candidates.
Divisions.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and reported the result to the Com
mander-in-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Hear the result of the ballot for Junior Vice-Com
mander-in-Chief. Total number of votes cast, 118; necessary to a choice, 60. Brother
Bookwalter received 78 votes, and Brother Kenneday 40. Brother Bookwalter, of
Indiana, having received a majority of all the votes cast, I declare him duly elected
Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief for the ensuing year. The next thing in order is
election of the members of the Council-in-Chief.
Under the resolution adopted by
the Commandery-in-Chief this morning, there are but three members of the Councilin-Chief to be elected.
The Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions for
nominations for Council-in-Chief.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll, and the following brothers were placed in
nomination to serve as members of the Council-in-Chief:
Past Col. Charles H. An
derson, of Colorado; Past Col. W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts; Bro. Isaac Cutter,
of Illinois; Bro. Don C. Cable, of Ohio; Bro. Henry Frazee, of Ohio; Bro. Norman
The Commandeb-in-Chief:

declare
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G. Cooper, of Michigan: Bro. William A. Rogers, of South Dakota; Bro. E. D. Mor
ris, of Minnesota.
Col. Henbi Fbazee, of Ohio: Commander, I appreciate the honor and compli
ment paid me by this nomination, but we in Ohio have agreed upon presenting the
name of our brother Don C. Cable, and therefore I respectfully decline the nomina
tion.
Bbo. Z. T. Bubton, of Montana: Commander, I move that each delegation vote for
three names, and that the three having the highest number of votes be declared
duly elected members of the Council in-Chief.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, the new Constitution provides
for the election of members of the Council-in-Chief by a plurality vote.
Bko. C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, I move you that the Adjutant
General call the roll of the Encampment, and each member of the Encampment vote
as his name is called.
The motion was not seconded.
Bbo. F. O. Wilkinson, of Ohio: Commander, I have considered that section of the
I think,
Constitution relating to the election of the members of the Council-in-Chief.
if I understand that section of the Constitution, it don't require a majority of the
votes cast to elect members of the Council-in-Chief, but the three receiving the high
est number of votes on the first ballot are elected.
Bbo. Z. T. Bubton, of Montana: Commander, then I renew my motion, that
when the delegations are called, each delegation shall cast its vote for three men.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers Anderson, of Colorado, Stevens, of Massa
chusetts. Cutter, of Illinois, Cable, of Ohio, Cooper, of Michigan, Rogers, of South
Dakota, and Morris, of Minnesota, are nominated for members of the Council-inChief. The Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll.
Bbo. Geo. W. Knowlton, of Massachusetts: Commander, while the Adjutant Gen
eral and tellers are casting up the vote, permit me the pleasure of introducing to
you Major R. R. Anderson, of the noble G. A. R., Rollins Post, and chief of police
of Minneapolis.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, Comrade Anderson, of the Grand Army of
the Republic, has been introduced here.
I have the pleasure of presenting him to
you.

Majob R. R. Andebson: Commander, this is entirely unexpected to me. I left
my office a moment ago to come over here, feeling that I could not allow the Sons
of Veterans to meet in Minneapolis without at least paying my respects to them.
I
am gratified to see so many present upon this occasion, visiting this our grand city.
I hope that while you have been here you have been elegantly entertained, for you
deserve it. The blood flowing within your veins represents men who fought hard
for the preservation of this country, and for the advancement of the interest not
only of the Northwest, but of all this great and glorious land of ours. When you
go home you will carry with you the best wisheB of this city and its citizens.
thank you for this reception. I wish could say more.
[Applause.]

I

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

I

Hear the result of the ballot for the election of mem
of the Council-in-Chief : Morris, 83 votes; Stevens, 82; Cutter, 72; Cable, 68;
Anderson, 48; Cooper, 28; Rogers, 9. Brothers Morris, Stevens, and Cutter, being
the three candidates receiving the highest number of votes, and a majority of all the
votes cast, are duly elected members of the Council-in-Chief for the ensuing year.
Col. E. W. Youno, of Washington: Commander, I move that we proceed now to
the selection of a place for the next annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The regular order of business is, the selection of the
Nomina
place for holding the next annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.
tions are now in order, and the Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions.
bers
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The Adjutant Genebal called the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Maryland was reached. Col. John

R. Neeley nominated the
city of Washington.
When the Division of Montana was reached, Bro. E. D. Weed, of Helena, pre
sented the following invitation, engraved on a heavy sheet of silver:

Helena,
To the Commandery-in-Chief. Sons

Veterans. U.S.A..
at Minneapolis, Minn., August 24, 1891:

of

Mont., August 15, 1891.
in National Encampment, held

GiiEETiNO - The U. S. Grant Camp No. 1, and the Division of Montana, Sons of
Veterans; the board of trade, and citizens of the city of Helena and of the State of
Montana extend a cordial invitation to hold the National Encampment for the year
1892 in the city of Helena, the queen city of the Rocky Mountains.
William Votaw, Copt. U. S. Grant Camp No. 1.
Chables F. Mobbison, Colonel Montana Division.
Henhy M. Pabchen, Prest. Helena Board of Trade.
William Muth, Vice-Prest. Helena Board of Trade.
Theodobe H. Kleinbchmidt, Mayor of Helena.
Joseph K. Toole, Governor of Montana.

In conclusion, Brother

Weed said:

Commander, and brothers, in conclusion I desire to say, at the request of the Divi
sion of Montana, that whatever may be the result of your ballot at this time, the
Division of Montana takes great pleasure in presenting this invitation to the Commandery-in-Chief, to remain forever among the archives of the Order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I have received several telegrams, which the Adjutant
General will read.
The Adjutant General read the telegrams, as follows:

Helena, Mont., August

27. 1891.

To Vie Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, Minneapolis, Minn.
The " Silver State," Montana, sends greeting, and invites your honorable body
to hold its meeting of 1892 in the city of Helena, the "Queen City of the Rockies."
Joseph K. Toole, Governor of Montana.

Helena, Mont., August

27, 1891.

To the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, Minneapolis, Minn.
Wadsworth Post No. 3, G. A. R., of Helena, cordially invites the Sons of Veterans
to hold the next National Encampment in Helena, and assures those who come that
Ed. T. Walkeb, Commander.
our "latch strings all hang out."

Helena, Mont., August

27. 1891.

To the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans. Minneapolis, Minn.
The city of Helena extends a cordial invitation to hold your National

ment of

1892

in Helena.

Encamp

T. H. Kleinsohmidt, Mayor.

When the Division of Nebraska was reached, Brother J. B. Reeve nominated the
city of Omaha.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
If there are no further nominations, the Adjutant.
roll,
General will call the
and as the roll is called the brothers will designate the
place of their choice for holding the next annual meeting of the Commandery-inChief.
The Adjutant Genebal proceeded to call the roll.
Col. B. W. Fbauenthal, of Missouri: Commander, can Missouri change its vote?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I do not think it is proper under the rule adopted.
The Adjutant Genebal completed the calling of the roll, and reported the result
to the Commander-in-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Hear the result of the ballot on place for holding
the next annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief:
Total number of votes cast,
122; necessary for a choice, 62.
Of this number Helena receives 81; Omaha. 30;
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Washington city, 11. Helena, Mont., having received a majority of all the votes
cast, is designated as the place for holding the next annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Col. M. P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: Commander, I move that the selection of
Helena be made unanimous.
Bbo. J. B. Rebve, of Nebraska: Commander. I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I desire, in order to fix the date of the
next Encampment, to now move that the next Encampment commence the first
Monday in August, 1892, instead of being held the last week in August, as hereto
fore.
The motion was seconded.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, if the date of the next En
campment is fixed as the first Monday in August, that simply means that there will
be a very small representation from the East, because that is just about the time of
the year people East take their vacation, and they cannot get away to any extent if
you fix it so early in the summer as that.
Bbo. Hknby Abels, of Illinois: Commander, I desire to amend that motion so as
to leave this matter entirely to the Council-in-Chief, and I want to state the reason
for the amendment.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: I second the motion.
Bbo. Henby Abels, of Illinois: Commander, want to say that in the Division of
Illinois, and in quite a number of other Divisions, the Division Encampment is not
held until the last week in July.
This being the case, it would be impossible for
these Divisions that hold Encampments as late as that to attend the National En
campment the first week in August. It seems to me this matter ought to be left to
the Council-in-Chief.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, with the consent of my second I will
accept that amendment, and make it a part of the original motion.
Judoe-Advooate
Genebal Weeks: Commander, I desire to offer, as an amend
ment to the amendment, a substitute providing that the Encampment shall com
mence on the second Monday in August.
I think it will be very much more
satisfactory for the brothers here, when we have delegations present from the entire
Union, to determine what is the best time to hold the Encampment, than it can be
to determine it by a vote through the mails, which will only reach the representa
tives of five States.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I will accept that amendment.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I am in favor of the original motion,
for this reason: The meeting of the Grand Army of the Republic will occur some
time in the month of August, and there are a great many members of this Order who
cannot get away when their fathers are attending the National Encampment of the
G. A. R. The Council-in-Chief would know when that is to be held, and then could
fix the time for ours accordingly.
I hope the original motion will prevail.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is another reason.
General Weeks will find
out, if he has the same experience that I have had, that it is a good deal better to
trust these matters to the Council-in-Chief, or committees, than to fix them in the
Commandery-in-Chief a year in advance.
Jcdoe-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, I will withdraw my amendment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The question is now upon the motion that the next
annual Encampment be held at such time as the Council-in-Chief may designate in
the month of August.
All in favor of the motion say Aye; those opposed, No. The
motion prevails, and it is so ordered.

I
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G. W. Knowlton, of Massachusetts: Commander, in view of the very cordial in
vitations which have come to us from the State of Montana, I move that official
telegrams be sent to the Governor of Montana and the mayor of Helena, and the
Commander of Wadsworth Post, G. A. R.. accepting their kind invitation to hold
the next Commandery-in-Chief meeting in that city.
Col. M. P. O'Brien, of Nebraska: Commander, I suggest that the local Camp.
Sous of Veterans be also included, and I will second the motion.

Knowlton, of Massachusetts: I accept the amendment.
The motion was agreed to.
Bko. R. Shaw Van. of Iowa: Commander, I move we take a recess until to-mor
row morning at !) o'clock.
The Commandeh-in-Chiek: That motion is out of order under the rules adopted
the first day of the meeting.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey : Is not the Commander-in-Chief mistaken !
Was not this evening excepted from the provision in regard to night sessions, on
account of the prize drill, which takes place this evening f
The Command ek-in-Chief: I believe that is correct.
The motion then is in
order.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to, and the Commandery-in-Chief adjourned until to
morrow. Friday, August 28, 1891.
Cor,. G. W.

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION.
August 28, 1891.
The Commandery-in-Chief was called to order by the Commander-in-Chief at !)
o'clock A.M.
On motion, the calling of the roll was dispensed with.
On motion, the reading of the minutes of yesterday's session was dispensed with.
Col. C. J. Deckman, of Ohio: Commander, I ask unanimous consent to move
that a member of the Committee on Transportation be appointed to confer with the
general passenger and ticket agent of the C. B. & Q. Railroad Company, and arrange
to make good for return passage the tickets for those desiring to return to-day, and
report to the Commandery-in-Chief this afternoon.
The motion was seconded.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander. I have just come from that
office, and, I am told, if the railroad company made those tickets good before to
morrow, they would be subject to a fine which would wipe out all the profits of the
transaction.
Col. C. J. Deckman, of Ohio: I don't desire to press my resolution, but Colonel
Hilliard told me that he had already arranged for the other part of the Ohio delega
tion, that came by the Pennsylvania lines, to return to-day, and I do not see why it
If they are subject to a fine, these
cannot be done with the C. B. & Q. Railroad.
other people are, also.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commandeb-in-Ohief: I will appoint Past Colonel Deckman a member of
the Transportation Committee, and he will perform this duty. The next business in
I understand
order is the report of the Committee upon the Payne Court-martial.
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that Mr. Payne has employed as counsel, Judge Rea, of this city, Past Commanderin-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Judge Rea requested that, when this
report was made, Mr. Payne and himself be admitted to the room, and I saw them
sitting in the ante-room as I came in. What is the pleasure of the Commandery-inChief ?
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, it seems to me such a serious
matter should go over until we have a better attendance. No matter how this ques
tion is settled, there is going to be trouble about it, and we should endeavor to do
what we do with as full an attendance as possible.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I move that the rules be suspended
and the report of that oommittee be made the Bpecial order of business for 11 o'olock
this morning.
Cot. E. W. Young, of Washington: I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It takes a two-thirds vote to suspend the rules.
Gen. Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: I think we ought to make it 10:30.
Col. W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Commander, while I am perfectly willing
to give members of the Commandery-in-Chief ample time to discuss this matter, it
seems to me that most of the delegates were aware of the fact that this subject was
to come before this Encampment this morning, and possibly a good many of them
are enjoying themselves a little while this morning who yet might be here; but as a
member of that committee, knowing this matter was ooming up, I oome here heartily
and sincerely hoping that the regular order of business will go along, and that the
matter will be discussed at the present time. If it will take an hour and a half to
dispose of it, by that time the Commandery will be full and we will be ready to ballot .
The chair put the question, and the motion was not agreed to.
Bbo. C. H. Little, of New Hampshire: Commander, I desire to offer a motion,
that the regular order of business be suspended, and that the report of the com
mittee on the Payne court-martial be made the regular order of business for 10:30
instead of 11 o'clock.
Genebal Pollitt: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I wish to oall attention to one
omission.
We have failed as yet to appoint a committee to wait upon the Ladies'
Aid Society and pay them our compliments.
I move a committee of five be ap
pointed to wait upon the ladies and present our compliments to them.
Col. W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Cokmandeb-in-Chief:
That committee will consist of Chief Mustering Offi
cer Pollitt, of New Jersey; Past Colonel Stevens, of Massachusetts; Colonel Jones,
of Kansas; Chaplain-in-Chief Garst; and Col. Moses P. O'Brien, of Nebraska.
wish to say in this connection that I do not see Brother Baguley, of West Virginia.
I had intended to detail him to install the officers. I will instruct the Chief Muster
ing Officer to install the officers of the Ladies' Aid Society when he reaches that

I

Encampment.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, the President of the Ladies"
Aid requested General Baguley in my presence to come over there about 10 o'clock
and install the officers.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: General Baguley is absent, and in his absence you
will perform that duty. The next business in order is the report of the Committee
upon the Addington Court-martial.
Col. M. P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: I will state that the committee is not quite
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ready to report, but

sion.

I

in all probability

will

be ready to report at the afternoon ses

am not authorized to make the report at this time.

Col. Job E. Hedoes. of New York: Has the committee heard from Colonel Ad
dington this morning?
Col,. M. P. O'Bbien, of Nebraska: No, sir.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I want to say to the Committee on the Addington
Court-martial, that the special order of business for 10:30 o'clock is the report of
The Committee on the Addington
the Committee on the Payne Court-martini.
Court-martial must be ready to report when the report of the other committee is
disposed of. Is the Committee upon Officers' Reports ready to report?
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I would say that the committee has
completed its work, with the exception of the report of the Chaplain-in-Chief, and
his report has not yet come to our hands.
The Chaplain-in-Chief says he gave it to
the Chief Mustering Officer.
The Chief Mustering Officer says he laid it on the desk
of the Adjutant General. That is the last tidings we have of it. The secretary of
our committee is writing up the report now, and I expect him here by the time the
rest of the reports have been disposed of. We have an additional report from the
Committee on Ritual that has not been disposed of.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is the Committee on Ritual present?
Bbo. E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, the Committee on Ritual
feels that this is hardly the time for it to report, inasmuch as the matters before it
are of such vital importance that the number present don't warrant a discussion of
them.
I will say in passing, however, that the Committee on Ritual has felt as
though it had nothing to report, for two reasons - -this is for information — because
adopted, and the reconsideration did not receive the requisite twoThe committee, however, does not wish to stand in the way of
thirds majority.
reconsideration or debate, nor does it wish to precipitate that discussion beoause
its report ought to stand as it is.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The decision of the Commander-in-Chief, that the
vote by which the report was adopted was reconsidered, is conclusive, not having
been appealed from nt the time; and no point of order having been raised that the
requisite two-thirds had not voted in favor of the proposition, it is now too late to
raise that question, and the decision of the Commander-in-Chief in that respect is
conclusive. Perhaps it may have been erroneous, because the Commander-in-Chief
does not pretend to be infallible by any manner of means; but the committee will
make a report, such as I trust it is proper to make, in due time, for the proper con
sideration of the Commandery-in-Chief ; such a report as it desires to make, because
I understand it was recommitted with certain instructions. The committee must
be the judge of that, and not the Commander-in-Chief.
Bko. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, the committee, so far as we
know, are at the service of this body. If the Enoampment desires the report as here
tofore presented to be brought before it again, we are ready at any time to do so.
That report is in the hands of the Adjutant General and is subject to debate, and I
suppose to amendment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The chair understands then that the Committee on
Ritual and Ceremonies reports back to the Commandery-in-Chief its original report,
and that that report is now in the hands of the Adjutant General for consideration.
Is the chair correct?
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizf,b, of Wisconsin: Commander, that is in effect correct, but
I deprecate any action of this kind at this time, because there are not enough mem
the report was

bers present.

PROCEEDINGS.

295

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair will not discuss that. The question the
chair desired to understand was if the report of this committee is now in the hands
of the Adjutant General?
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: As it was in the flrRt place.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: And that is the report of the committee?
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb. of Wisconsin: Yes, Commander.
Adjutant Genebal Hekod: Commander. I move that the report of the commit
tee be adopted.

Bbo. Chah. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: I second the motion.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I want to make an inquiry.
This
Encampment having recommitted the report to the Committee on Ritual, with in
structions. I believe, to present a report containing three degrees
believe I am
correct in that statement.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: No, sir; the brother is mistaken.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair cannot say. The Commandery-in-Chief has
heard the statement of the secretary of the committee, that the report of the com
mittee is in the hands of the Adjutant General.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: I will inquire if that is a revised report or the

-I

original report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:

The secretary of the committee informs the chair
that it is the original report.
Col. C. J. Deckman, of Ohio: Has the chair answered the question of General
Abbott as to whether or not the report or the minutes show that this report was re
ferred back to the committee with instructions to formulate three degrees?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair understands that those instructions were
given to the committee at the time the report was recommitted.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I move that the minutes
be consulted in regard to that.
My own recollection of it is that several motions
were made, and then, upon motion of Commander-in-Chief elect Weeks, the whole
report was recommitted without instructions.
Jcdoe-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, if my memory serves me, that
if a correct statement of the proceedings.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: While the stenographer is looking up that point we
will hear the report of the Committee on Prize Drill.
The Adjutant Genebal read the report of the committee, as follows:
Minneapolis, Minn., Aug. 27, 1891.
J. Webb:
judges of the competitive drill of the Sons of Veterans, held at Athletic
Park. Minneapolis, Minn., this evening, submit the following as the result of our
efforts: St. Paul Camp, 93.06 per cent.; Tacoma Camp, 90.26 per cent.
Respectfully submitted,
Frank B. McCoy, 1st Lieutenant 3d United States Infantry.
E. V. Smith, 2d Lieutenant 3d Infantry.
P. S. Wolf, 2d Lieutenant 3d Infantry.
To General Lelnnd
We. the

Col. B. W. Coineb. of Washington: Commander, I desire to say, on behalf of the
Tacoma Camp, that we think we have a right to see the markings of the judges. I
think the Tacoma Camp has not been given grading for the extra movements which
it performed; I think we have a right to see the markings, and know upon what
basis the award was made.
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I suggest that Colonel Coiner file
That would
his protest against the award, and ask to have the numbering inspected.
bring the question up.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I would call the attention of Colonel Coiner and Colo
nel Newton and the Commandery-in-Chief to the fact that the Commandery-in-Chief
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no prize, pays out no money, and has nothing whatever to do with this mat
The committee simply requested me, as Commander-in-Chief, to approve the
rules for the drill, which I did. We have no control over this matter
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, as a substitute for the motion of the
Adjutant General, I will move that the report of the committee be laid upon the
table, and that the Commandery-in-Chief offer a reward of $100 to the Camp or in
dividual that will present the best ritual for its consideration at the next annual En
campment.
Col. C. J. Decuman, of Ohio: I second that motion.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb. of Wisconsin: Commander, there are two objections to
that; one of them is that in the correspondence submitted to the committee, there
was a letter from a brother, whose name at this moment I cannot recall, inquiring
what had become of the ritual which he drew up in response to just such a resolu
tion passed at Wheeling, which he alleged he sent in to headquarters to the then
Abbott, and saying that he wanted that same ritual, for
Commander-in-Chief
which he had not got any money: and secondly, a sum of money, approximately
$100, has been spent by the Commandery already to get a ritual, as proposed there,
and to get it in shape for trial this year.
It is of vital importance, apart from the
consideration of spending more money, that the ritual should be elaborated as sug
gested by the committee from proof-slips, so as to be ready for stereotyping later
on, and sent out for trial and actual tests in a number of Camps, so as to get amend
ments and suggestions in time to mature the whole business next year.
If we do not
do that we will get something that is new, to which there will be multifarious objec
tions, and we will be in the same boat next year that we have been for the last four.
Judoe-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, it seems to me that there ought
to be in every man's mind sufficient love of this Order to devote himself to this
question of a ritual, if he haH any ideas upon the subject, without the hope of re
ward. We have had committees working faithfully upon this subject, who have
communicated with every member of the Order whom they believed could give them
any assistance, and they have done it without hope of reward, and I think the other
brothers in the Order will do the same thing.
Bbo. H. G. Ogden, of Indiana: Commander, another thing, it seems to me, is the
great demand that Camps are making for something new; it seems to me that the
suggestion of the brother from Wisconsin (Krackowizer) is to the point; that the
ritual that has been made by this committee is the work of a year, and the work of
Colonel Newton has
some of the best men in this Order in the line of secret work.
been trying to keep me from saying anything, perhaps thinking that, because he
was on the committee, it might be thought that there was some influence that he had
sent out moving me: but Colonel Newton and these men that have been on this com
mittee are good men along the line of ritualistic work. It seems to me this report
they have presented is something that ought, at least, to have more than moment
For that reason, I am opposed to the motion. Let this ritual
ary consideration.
be adopted, and let us give it a fair trial.
Brothers, I do not see any officer that I can call to
The Commandeu-in-Chief:
chair,
the
but I will address myself to the acting Lieutenant General, Past Com
I just want to say one word. It seems to me that the
mander-in-Chief Abbott.
this
is
of
committee
report
deserving of more consideration than it would receive if
I have examined this
the substitute of Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott prevails.
report carefully, and I believe that it ought to receive the sanction of the Cominandery-in-Chief for the purpose of a trial, as suggested by the secretary of the commit
tee. Brother Krackowizer.
These are my own views, after a careful examination
into the whole question. I am satisfied that a good many brothers here who will
offered

ter.
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vote upon this proposition have not examined it carefully, because they have not
had the opportunity.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I am willing to withdraw my sub
stitute, with the consent of my second, providing a trial can be had in a way eco
nomical to the Order. If this new ritual is to be sent out and all the old rituals
called in, as was the case when the present one was very materially changed, I think
it is going to occasion a great deal of expense.
If adopted, this may prove very
unsatisfactory, and we may want to change it again and again, and that is very ex
pensive, and it is dangerous to forward these rituals around through the mails. The
policy of the Order should be against making changes in the ritual any more than
I am perfectly willing this should be given a fair trial, and
absolutely necessary.
for that reason I am willing to withdraw my substitute; but it seems to me para
mount that we should not go to any great expense in changing the ritual until after
we are thoroughly satisfied that we have got the right thing — the thing to stick to.
The question of $100 is not a circumstance compared with the expense of getting
up new rituals and the cost of changing.
Bbo. H. G. OoDEN,"of Indiana: Commander, as far as the question of expense is
concerned, it don't enter into it. for the reason that Camps once a year, and some
times twice, order new rituals any way.
I have had enough to do with Division head
quarters to know that it is a fact. So far as that is conoerned, it don't enter into the
question; they will get new rituals any way.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I understand, from the report of the secretary of the
committee, that this will be so arranged that the expense will be very light. The
matter will be preserved, so as to be amended by the amendments that may suggest
His object is to give
themselves to the committee or to the Commandery-in-Chief.
it a trial for a year, and it will not cost much to do that in the way suggested by
the committee.
Col. C. J. Decuman, of Ohio: Commander, are we to understand that this ritual

until we give it a trial?
in-Chief: The motion is to adopt

is to hold during the year,

The

the report of the committee.
what the report is.
to
understand
order to answer your question, it is necessary
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, the report involves this:
that we continue this present year under our present ritual, which is to be finally
adopted next year as amended and elaborated. It is to be sent to the Camps for

In

Commandeb

criticism and practical test, so that we may know what we are doing when we
adopt it.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, all right: let 'er go. I withdraw the
substitute, with the consent of my second.
The chair put the question on the motion to adopt the report of the Committee
on Ritual, and the motion was agreed to.
The Comm andeb-in-Chief : It is now half- past 10 o'clock, and the special order
is the report of the Committee on the Payne Court-martial.
Genebal Abbott: Commander, I ask unanimous consent, in the absence of the
Colonel of our Division, to present a matter. The Division of Illinois instructed its
representatives to come here and ask this Encampment to indorse, or in some way
legislate to rescind, the action of a Camp in our Division on a question of black-ball.
In Camp No. 362, a certain applicant, a brother who was greatly desired in the Camp
for local reasons, through a misapprehension of some of the brothers, was black
balled. The Camp immediately, before its next meeting, discovered that the black
balls were cast under a misapprehension, and appealed to the Colonel to reconsider
that ballot. The Colonel of the Division did not feel empowered to order a recon
sideration. They appealed then to our Division Encampment, held the latter part
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of July. The Encampment did not feel that it had the authority to order a reconsid
eration of that ballot, but instructed its delegates to appeal to this Encampment for
On behalf of our Division, we
power to reconsider the ballot on this application.
ask for authority to reconsider the ballot by which Mr. McArthur was kept out of
Camp No. 362, in the Division of Illinois. It is a new Camp and we want it to pros
per, and we are particularly anxious to get this applicant into the Camp as soon as
possible: we will wait the expiration of the constitutional time, if necessary, but if
this Encampment can relieve us we would be very much obliged. I would say, that
the Division Encampment was in favor of it.
There is nothing personal in the mat
ter: no objection by anybody. I don't know what motion is necessary, or what ac
tion is necessary.
I think a vote of this Encampment granting us the privilege of
reconsidering that ballot would hold.
Col. E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander, I move the request of Camp 362
of the Division of Illinois be granted, and they be allowed to take action setting
aside the black ball, with a view of acting again upon the petition of one McArthur.
without waiting six months from the date his former application was rejected.
Gen. H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, I second the motion.
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I desire to inquire whether the ComWould not the proper motion
mandery-in Chief can legislate directly for a Camp?
be to direct the commanding officer of the Division to instruct the Captain of that
Can we pass over the Division and go to the Camp?
Camp to take another ballot?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I trust Colonel Newton will not ask too many ques
tions of the presiding officer.
Gen. H. B. Baouley, of West Virginia: Commander, my idea was that if this Commandery-in-Chief desired to take this action, its action would necessarily follow the
regular military channels; that is, from the Commandery-in-Chief to the Division,
and from the Division to the Camp.
The chair put the question, and the motion was agreed to.
Colonel Winchesteb, of Michigan: Commander, I have a request from Camp
226 of the Michigan
Division that my Captain wished me to bring up before this
meeting. When our list was made out for charter members, there was a gentleman
put his name upon that list who is entitled to be a member of the Camp. His father
was an officer in the army, served through the war, and was honorably discharged:
but he is a deaf mute, and the Captain wanted to know whether he could be initiated
or not, and if so, how ?

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commander-in-Chief has already made a deoision
upon that point. I do not know of anything that prevents a son of a veteran who
is unfortunate in that respect from becoming a member of the Order.
Colonel Winchesteb, of Michigan: Commander, the point was how he was to
be obligated.
The Commandee-in- Chief: I do not see why there should be any difficulty about
that, especially if the applicant can read and write.
Col. N. L. Habbison, of New York: Commander, at the Binghampton Encamp
ment. New York Division, a resolution was unanimously reported by the Division
Council and adopted by the Encampment, asking that this Commandery-in-Chief
give Past Colonel Wyker. of that Division, the privilege of wearing the gold cross
of this Order. I make that motion.
Col. C. E. Holmes, of New York: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I wish to say for myself that I am very glad this
motion prevails. Brother Wyker has earned the right to wear the gold cross by
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reason of his services as Colonel of the New York Division.
The next business in
order is the report of the Committee on the Payne Court-martial.
Judge- Advocate General Weeks: Commander, has any time been fixed to be
allowed counBel for Mr. Payne?
The Commandeb-in-Chikf: The chair understands not. The recommendation of
the Commander-in-Chief was that he be granted such time as the Commandery-inChief might determine, and that the Judge-Advocate General be granted the same
length of time to reply.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizek, of Wisconsin: I suppose that whenever Brother Payne
is admitted it must be during a recess of the Encampment, he not being a member
of the Order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair does not think that is the correct rule. The
Commandery-in-Chief sits here as the highest tribunal in this body to listen to an ap
peal of the accused: while I am not clear as to the effect of an appeal of this kind,
and I have decided that it does not operate as a stay of execution, so to speak, still
I think there is no impropriety in permitting him to come in here and listen to what
is said in his case; but he must retire when the Commandery-in-Chief proceeds to
act in the matter.
Will the Acting Inspector General please notify Mr. Payne, and
bring him in?
Col. D. B. Pubbeck, of Massachusetts: Commander, I move you that 30 minutes
be given Mr. Payne to present his case.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I rise to a point of order. No proceed
ing should be had in this matter until the accused is here.
The Acting Inspector General reported Mr. Payne and his counsel, General Rea,
present.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Mr. Payne, you have been invited in to hear the con
sideration of your appeal by the Commandery-in-Chief.
The report of the commit
tee is now in order.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I move that the prosecution in this
cause be limited to 30 minutes.
Col. J. VV. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I move to amend by striking out
the word "prosecution."
We do not know any such word in our law.
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: I second the motion of Brother Shaw Van.
Judge -Advocate Genebal Weeks: Brother Shaw Van means the argument of
counsel on behalf of the Commandery?
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Yes, sir.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: General Baguley will you please assume command?
Genebal Rea: Commander, so far as the respondent is concerned, and his coun
sel, they are entirely satisfied that the Commander-in-Chief should preside over these
proceedings.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I understand that, but having passed upon these
matters officially once, I will ask General Baguley to preside over these delibera
tions. This appeal necessarily reviews the action of the Commander-in-Chief when
he passed upon and approved the finding of the court-martial.
The Pbesidino Offices (General Baguley in the chair): The chairman of the
Committee on the Payne Court-martial is entitled to the floor.
Gen. h. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: General, your committee upon this matter
has endeavored to disabuse its mind of everything except the evidence before it.
We have endeavored to treat the matter fairly and impartially;
we have thoroughly
examined the evidence that was brought out in the trial, and the findings of the
court thereon. I will say, further, that we had before the committee the Judge Ad
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vocate who prosecuted the case, and also the accused

and his attorney, and the idea

was to get out all the facts, as well as we could, so as to be able to make an intelli

gent report.

The committee, therefore, beg leave to submit the following:

To the Officers and Brothers
Chief, Sons of Veterans,

of
U.S.A.

the Tenth

Minneapolis,
Minn.. August 27. 1891.
Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-

Bbothebh — Your committee appointed to consider the evidence and findings in
of Bro. Walter S. Payne beg leave to submit the following as their
report:
We find the sentence of the court-martial to be in excess of the evidence as
submitted, and we recommend that the findings of said court be set aside, and that
Brother Payne be reprimanded by our Commander-in-Chief in open session at. this
meeting of this Commandery-in-Chief.
Respectfully submitted,
L. D. Lyon, Chairman.
H. 0. Bixby, Secretary.
Chas. F. Mobbison.
W. A. Stevens.
H. M. Rebele.

the court-martial

Bbo. C. H. Little, of New Hampshire: General, I move the report of the com
mittee be adopted.
Bbo. J. D. Houston, of Ohio: I second the motion.
Qenebal Rea: General, as counsel for the respondent, if I am in order, I would
ask what the effect of the adoption of this report will be.
The question in my mind
is whether there should be embodied in the report, or incorporated in a resolution
outside of the report, some action restoring Comrade Payne to his membership in
the Order; or whether the mere adoption of this report is all the action necessary to
be taken.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: General, there is one thing we are overlooking in
this matter, and that is that most of us are unacquainted with the proceedings of
I had supposed that
that court-martial in detail, and we must vote on this blindly.
when time was allowed to the respective parties we would have a full discussion of
the matter, or at least of such points as they saw fit to rely upon.
I think the only
I think the Judge-Advocate Gen
way is for us to hear what they have to present.
I could not vote on this matter intel
eral and the defendant should now be heard.
ligently at this time unless I just take it for granted that the committee have found
the facts in the matter; we want to know what the facts are in this case.
The report
of the committee is simply a conclusion.
They recommend this and they recom
mend that. Now why do they do it?
That is what we want to know.
Genebal Rea: I will say, if I am in order, as the representative of the respond
ent here, that I have read the testimony, and I have read the proceedings in the case,
and I am fully prepared and I am here for the purpose of presenting the case of the
respondent, if there is any occasion for it, as I think there is.
Col. C. H. Little, of New Hampshire: General, as a member of this Command
ery-in-Chief, I made that motion for the express purpose of bringing this matter
before the Commandery-in-Chief, so that both parties could be heard.
I see no ob
jection to going on with the matter and hearing both sides at the present time.
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: General, as a matter of information, as I un
derstand it, this committee find an excess in the penalty attached, and recommend
the findings to be set aside, and that Payne be reprimanded by the Commander-inChief. I take that to mean that the findings of guilty by the court are sustained,

by this report; that instead of con
firming the penalty of dishonorable discharge from the Order, they recommend that
That, in effect, in my judgment, is the recommendation
he simply be reprimanded.
of this committee. Therefore, the adoption of the report of this committee leaves
and that the question of penalty is only affected

PROCEEDINGS.

301

of guilty stand in full force and effect, and applies only to the penalty
that shall be inflicted upon this finding. I say this much only in order that the
brothers present may understand the situation.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: General, for the purpose of bringing this
matter properly before the Commandery-in-Chief, I move, as a subtitute for the res
olution offered, that the report of the committee be accepted; and that so much of
the report as approves the findings of the court be made the action of this Com
mandery-in-Chief, and that the question of determining the propriety of the sentence
under those findings be left for the subsequent consideration of this Commanderyin-Chief, to be taken up immediately.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: General, I second that motion.
Col. F. McCbillis, of Illinois: General, I would like to ask the chairman of the
committee if they approve the findings of the court f
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: General, I was going to say that the com
mittee did not intend in that report to imply that they approved of the findings of
the court.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: General, the committee report a sentence of
The accused cannot be sentenced unless he is found guilty of some
the accused.
thing; the committee don't state of what, though they approve certain findings and
disapprove others; and it seems to me, considering the report as a whole, we can
assume that they find all the findings correct; that is, they find the accused is guilty
of all the charges of which he is found guilty by that court ; but mind you, brothers,
this court did not find the accused guilty of all the charges made against him. Now
I want this thing to proceed reasonably and with a full understanding, in view of
all the promises of the past, as far as may be done.
I believe, if the committee de
sire now to modify their report in that respect, they should have opportunity to
or, if the
do so, and this Commandery can then take such action as is necessary;
committee desire to make any other report than their written report, I am not in fa
vor of considering their report at all at the present time.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: General, I don't know that it would be nec
essary to go back of this report, but I believe I can speak for the committee in say
ing, that if it was left to the individual opinion of the members of the committee,
we would have brought in a report of not guilty; but realizing that this case has
been on the docket for some time before this Commandery-in-Chief, and there has a
good deal of feeling entered into this matter on both sides, we didn't want to re
We know that there are probably some brothers here a little re
open the sores.
vengeful, who thought that Brother Payne should be punished more, probably, than
We
he deserves.
Realizing this, I say that our report is a sort of a compromise.
didn't bring in a report of not guilty; we simply said that the findings of the court
were in excess, that is, the sentence of the court was in excess of what would be
justified by the evidence produced, and therefore recommended — to appease this
element that desired Brother Payne to be punished — that he be reprimanded in
We thought if we went that far, that would be
open session in this Encampment.
as far as, in our judgment, we ought to go; although, as I said before, the individual
opinion of the committee was unanimously that Brother Payne was not guilty.
Judoe-Advooate Genebal Weeks: General, for the purpose of expediting mat
ters,
will withdraw my motion and substitute for it a motion that we receive the
report of the committee, and then this appeal can be heard properly upon the ques
tion as to whether the decision of the Commander-in-Chief shall be sustained, and
can be
the accused can be heard and the representative of the Commander-in-Chief
the finding

I

heard.

Col. Fbank McCbillis, of Illinois: General,

I

second

the motion.
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The chair put the question on General Weeks's substitute, and the substitute was
agreed to.

Judge-Advocate General Weeks: The question

now is whether the action of
On that question the appellant has the
floor for 30 minutes, to be followed by the Judge-Advocate General for 30 minutes,
whereupon the Commandery will proceed to deliberate.
General Rea: I do not know exactly why the respondent has the floor for 30
minutes and the Judge-Advocate General has the floor for 30 minutes afterwards.
That is not my understanding of the proper order of proceeding in this case. I
understand his motion to be that the findings of the court-martial be sustained.
That is your motion?
Judge-Advocate General: No, sir; the motion which was adopted was. that the
That brings before this Commandery the report of that com
report be received.
mittee.
Now. we are not here primarily for the purpose of considering that report
as a report, but we are here to determine upon the appeal which has been taken from
the decision of the Commander-in-Chief, and the question is: Shall the decision of
the Commander-in-Chief be sustained? And by a resolution offered in this Encamp
ment, it was decided that the appellant should have 30 minutes in which to present
his appeal, and then that the Judge Advocate should have a similar time to reply.
Genebal Rea: Begging the Judge Advocate's pardon, it seems a little unusual
for the person holding the negative of a proposition before a body to have to answer
in anticipation what the argument may be in favor of it. I would like now to ask
the Judge-Advocate General one question, and that is whether he proposes, in his
argument before this Encampment, to oppose the adoption of the report of the com
the Commander in-Chief shall be sustained.

mittee.

Judge-Advocate Geneeal Weeks: The local practice in the West possibly differs
from the local practice in the East; but in the East it is always customary, before an
appellate court, for the appellant to state his reasons why the decision of the court
below should be overruled. In no court in the East, that I know of, is the appellant
entitled to a statement of the position upon which the respondent relies to maintain
the decision of the court below: in no court is the respondent obliged to present to
the appellant beforehand the argument against the appeal.
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, it seems to me we are getting at
the matter of this appeal in two ways at once.
As I understand it, the matter of
the appeal of Walter S. Payne was at this Encampment referred to a committee.
Now that committee has made a report. The reference of an appeal to n com
mittee and requiring from that committee a report upon which action is to be ta
ken is an unusual manner of bringing an appeal before the body. Now we take it
up in the report of the committee, and it comes up in an entirely different way from
what it would if it came up on the appeal direct before the Commandery-in-Chief.
As I understand it, the question is now on the report of that committee.
The Judge-Advocate Genebal: The Colonel from Washington is misinformed.
The report of the committee has been received, and the question before the Com
mandery now is, Shall the decision of the Commander-in-Chief be sustained? We
are now hearing the appeal.
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, I know the report has been re
ceived because I heard it read, but it has not been adopted. The Judge-Advocnte
General misconceives the meaning of the word " receive." The report has been " re
ceived" by common consent, without motion, and is before us. Now what will we
do with it ?
Bro. E. W. Kbackowizkb, of Wisconsin: General, I rise to a point of order. We
are sitting here as a court of appeal, the highest in our Order, and it seems to me

PROCEEDINGS

303

We must not receive or reject
applause is just as much out of place as hissing.
arguments according to our inclinations.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of Dakota: General, as chairman of the committee, I move the
adoption of the report.
Col. C. H. Little, of New Hampshire: I second that motion.
Jcdqe-Advocate General Weeks: General, and brothers, as the Judge-Advocate
General of this Order, until my term expires, I feel it my duty to object to any such
We are here to hear an appeal, and I raise the point of order that the
proceeding.
only proper method in which to hear that appeal is the legal procedure, by present
ing the appeal to the appellate court, which is this Commandery-in-Chief, and al
lowing the representatives of both sides to be heard.
My understanding of the
appointment of the committee was simply to investigate the case, and, if possible,
give this body some additional light in the case, and if there is any enlightenment as
to the facts contained in the report of that committee. I cannot see it. I ask for a
decision upon my point or order.
The Pbesiding Offices: The chair thinks the point of order is well taken. The
chair is of the opinion that the action taken a little while ago. giving each side 80
minutes, indicated the proper manner to proceed.
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, it occurs to me that we are moving
exactly in the line of the ordinary legal procedure laid down. Here was a matter
that came before this court upon appeal. Now, this committee constitutes a court
commissioner, or referee.
The referee makes a report. Now will the court con
firm or reject the report of the referee - - confirm it or set it aside? That is what
we are to determine here.
Col. R. Loebenbtein, of Missouri: General, I rise to a point of order, and I do it
merely to facilitate business. I ask for a ruling of the chair as to whether all this
discussion is in order, in the face of the decision of the chair a few moments ago.
The Pbesidino Offioeb: The point of order is well taken. The report of the
committee has been received by the Commandery-in-Chief, and we are now sitting
in supreme court to try this case, to either approve or set aside the findings of the
The Commandery-in-Chief decided to allow each side 30 minutes,
court-martial.

General to close.
The counsel for Mr. Payne will proceed.
General Rea addressed the Commandery-in-Chief on behalf of the accused, and
was followed by Judge-Advocate General Weeks in support of the findings and sen
tence of the court.
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, I have a resolution whioh I deBire
to offer.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: General, I suggest that the accused and his
counsel be allowed to retire.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: General Rea is a member of the Grand Army, and
entitled to stay here.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: But in line with the intention of the
motion which was adopted, we are to understand that all pleading is over, and the
comrade is present simply as a comrade. If that is not the case, I will make a mo
tion to that effect.
The Pbesidino Officek: The chair rules that proceedings have ceased accord
ing to the terms of the resolution passed some time ago. So far as the presentment
of this case by attorneys is concerned, that is now closed.
Judoe-Advocate Genebal Weeks: And the courtesy of the floor of the En
campment that has been extended to Comrade Payne of the Grand Army, is re
voked, or terminated!
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: I supposed, when I arose to offer this resolu
the Judge-Advocate
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tion. that as far as the parties themselves were concerned and their attorneys, the
case was closed, and it was now in our hands.
As far as 1 am concerned, I have no
objection tp their remaining here; I have no objection to their retiring.
Col. R. Tobias, of New York: I understood the Commander-in-Chief, prior to
the opening of the case, to rule that the accused would be allowed to stay in the
room during the argument in his behalf, and that when we resumed the regular
order of business he would retire.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: General, there is one thing I want to call attention
There has been a great deal said, but we have been left in the dark as to what
to.
were the charges made against Brother Payne, and what was the vote of the courtWhen
martial on those charges; where was he found guilty and where not guilty?
we know that we can apply this argument to the charges made.
Judoe-Advocate Genebal Weeks: I will read the charges and the findings in
full.
Bko. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: General, I rise to a point of order.
Com
rade Rea of course has a right here.
I believe that Comrade Payne should retire
without further talk; otherwise I shall insist that the ruling of Commander-in-Chief
Webb be enforced.
Wat. tee S. Paine: I am perfectly willing to retire whenever it is the pleasure of
the Commandery.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: I submit, General, Mr. Payne has no right to
speak on this floor.
The Pbebiding Offickb: If that point of order is made, the chair must sustain it.
The Judge-Advocate General read the charges and findings of the court-martial.
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, for one, I think I will ask Mr.
Payne now to retire, so far as I am concerned. [Mr. Payne retired.] Now, General,
I desire to offer this resolution:
Resolved, (1) That the judgment and sentence of the court-martial of Past Com
mander-in-Chief Walter S. Payne be reversed.
(2 ) That the Commander) -in-Chief
finds that there is no proof of intentional or wrongful misappropriation of auy of
the funds of the Sons of Veterans; but that there is testimony showing him guilty of
an unwise and unauthorized investment and use of the funds of this Commanderyin-Chief.
(8) That Walter S. Payne be, and is hereby, censured for said unauthor
ized use of said funds.
Bbo. J. B. Reeve, of Nebraska: I second the resolution.
Col. Coiner spoke at length in support of the resolutions offered by him, and
was followed by Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott in opposition to their adoption.
Brothers Lyon, of South Dakota, Jones, of Kansas, Newton, of Indiana, Reeve, of
Nebraska: Morrison, of Montana; Shaw Van, of Iowa; Stadden, of Illinois; Com
in the discussion.
rade Rea, and the Judge-Advocate General, also participated
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, I have some resolutions here which
Brother Weeks and myself and others have agreed upon, which I offer in lieu of the
resolutions originally offered.
I withdraw the resolutions heretofore offered by me
and offer the following:

Resolved, (1) That the findings of the court-martial
of Past Commander-inChief Walter S. Payne be affirmed in so far as they find him guilty of an unwarranted
and unauthorized investment and use of the funds of this Commandery-in-Chief.
(2) That as to the other findings of said court the same be and are hereby set aside,
eicept the findings of "Not Guilty."
(3) That the sentence of said court be and is
is, that for
hereby set aside.
(4) That the sentence of this Commandery-in-Chief
said unauthorized use of said funds he be censured in open meeting by the Com
mander-in-Chief.

I

move the adoption of those resolutions.

Bbo. Nobman

G. Coopeb,

of Michigan:

I

second the motion.
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Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: General, the brothers who have been trying to fix
lii- np did not consult the brothers over in this corner, and we have fixed up some

thing else that we desire to submit. I move to amend the resolutions
Colonel Coiner, by adding another resolution, as follows:

offered

by

Resolved. (5) That the said Walter 8. Payne be, as a part of his sentence, deprived
of his past rank as Commander-in-Chief of the Order."
Bbo. F. O.

Wilkinson, of Ohio:

I

seoond the motion.

I move we take a recess until half-past
two o'clock p. M.
The motion was seconded.
The chair put the question on the motion to take recess, and the motion was not
agreed to.
The Pbesidino Officeb: The question is now upon the adoption of the amend
ment offered by Brother Bundy.
The adoption of the amendment was discussed by Colonel Bundy, of Ohio, Lyon,
of Nebraska, Cooper, of Miohigan, General Pollitt, of New Jersey, and Colonel Little,
of New Hampshire.
The Pbesidino Offioeb: Is the Commandery ready for the question? All those
in favor of the amendment offered by Colonel Bundy to the resolutions offered by
Colonel Coiner will signify the same by saying Aye. Those opposed, No. The ayes
appear to have it. A division is called for. Twenty-seven having voted in the af
firmative and 22 in the negative, the amendment is adopted. The question is now
All in favor of the adoption of the
on the adoption of the resolutions as amended.
resolutions as amended will signify the same by saying Aye Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, I rise to a question of privilege.
Here is a resolution before the house, amended, upon which I have not said a word,
Col.

and

I

J.

B. Reeve, of Nebraska:

General,

desire to be heard.

The Pbesidino Officeb: The chair had risen and put the question, and debate
is not in order.
Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, I make the point of order that a
brother can talk on any question before the house at any time before the negative
vote is taken and announced.
The Pbesidino Offices: The chair rules the point of order not well taken.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: General, I raise th#point of order that there
is no quorum voting on the amendment.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: General, I am satisfied there is a quorum in
the building.

Col. B. W. Coineb, of Washington: General, I insist upon the point of order that
there is no quorum present.
The Pbesidino Officeb: The doors will be closed, and the Chief Mustering
The
Officer will gather into the Commandery the brothers who are in the building.
Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant Genebal called the roll and reported B5 members present.
The Pbesidino Offices: It requires 69 members present, under the Constitu
tion we are working under, to constitute a quorum to do business.
Chief Mustebino Offices Pollitt: General, I have to report that since the
calling of the roll enough members have come in to make up a quorum.
The Pbesidino Offices: A quorum being present, the question is now on the
original resolutions offered by Qplonel Coiner, as amended by the amendment of
Colonel Bundy.
Col. E. G. Wobden, of Montana: General. I Bubmit that, there being no quorum
—20

.
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present and voting at the time the chair put the question on the adoption of Colo
the amendment was not legally adopted, and the resolutions
are before us as originally offered by Colonel Coiner.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: General, the vote does not disclose the fact that
there was not a quorum present. The question was not raised, and there were prob
ably enough present and not voting to make a quorum.
The Pbesiding Offices: The chair ruleB that Colonel Worden's point of order
is not well taken..
All those in favor of the resolution as amended will rise to their
feet and stand until they are counted. Those opposed will now rise.
Thirty having
voted in the affirmative and 27 in the negative, the motion is agreed to, and the
resolutions as amended are adopted.
Gen. Geo. B. Abbott, of Illinois: General, I move a reconsideration of the vote
just taken.
Bbo. F. O. Wilkinson, of Ohio: I second the motion.
The Pbesiding Ofeiceb: Those in favor of the motion to reconsider will say
Those opposed, No. A division is called for. Those in favor of the motion
Aye.
will rise to their feet. Those opposed, the same sign. Twenty-one voting in the
affirmative and 33 in the negative, the motion to reconsider is not agreed to.
Bbo. F. O. Wilkinbon, of Ohio: General, I move we take a recess until 3 o'clock.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: I second the motion.
Col. Wm. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: General, I ask unanimous consent to
bring a matter before the Commandery at this time. During the discussion on mili
tary rank it was said, among other things, that it would be the division of the Or
There are some things on which the Division of Massachusetts prides itself,
der.
nel Bandy's amendment,

and one is, the proficiency which the Sons of Veterans have attained in that State in
We have " kids " in the State of Massachusetts. In fact, but
the matter of " kids."

"kid" of which we are
decidedly proud, and, in order to do the brother full justice, we are obliged to bring
his carcass before us (displaying a life-size picture).
That is one of the " kids " of
our Order, and also the oldest son of a veteran, as far as we can find out, in the Or
der. He comes from that old stock of which Massachusetts has always been so justly
proud. Accompanying that portrait is a little description of his family, particularly
his father's record as a soldier, the father of the brother whose face you see before
This communicatiAi says:
you.
"Drum Major John Mills, father of the oldest member of the Sons of Veterans,
U.S.A., was born in 1788, and in 1808, at the age of 20, enlisted in the United States
army. Served in the War of 1812; in the Seminole War of 1835-'42; in the Mexican
War of 1846- '47, and in the Civil War of 1861-'65, as Drum Major, until April 7, 1865.
when he was commissioned as Second Lieutenant First U. S. Infantry.
Retired from
active service June 8, 1865, and died at Bradford, Mass., June 21, 1867.
"His son, Drum Major John E. Mills, whose picture is before you. was born in
Haverhill, Mass., September 12, 1817, and enlisted May 1, 1861, as musician, in Com
pany D. 5th Regiment. Massachusetts Volunteers, for three months; discharged July
Reenlisted February 27, 1862,
31, 1861, by reason of expiration of term of service.
as Drum Major. 17th Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers; discharged October 3.
1862. by order of the War Department, ordering the mustering out of principal
musicians and band. All of his sons, four in number, were in the army in the late
Veterans, sons of veterans, and grand
rebellion. Three of his sons are now living.
sons of veterans, they bore an honored part.
John F. Mills, Company D, 5th. also
17th; William Mills. Company D, 5th, 2d M. H. A.; Charles E. Mills, Company D, 17th
Massachusetts; Orlando W. Mills, Company I, 60th Massachusetts. Comrade Mills
is a charter member of our Camp, and an active and interested member of t he ( )rder.
He belongs
He is, despite of his advanced age, a remarkably ^veil-preserved man.
to the G. A. R. drum corps, and drummed with them all day Memorial Day, a matter
of an eight-mile march. He is frequently around to the meetings of the Camp: he
lives in Bradford, and walks a mile to attend the meeting. His sons are not mem
few of them are more than voters, and we have one particular
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bere of the Camp, but we are in hope of securing them for members, and have, what
is not common in Sons of Veterans' ciroles, a father and three sons who'are veterans

and sons of veterans."

The communication
to receive the picture.

closes by saying they hope the Commandery will be pleased

The Pbesiding Offioeb: The question is upon taking

a recess until 3 o'clock.
Bbo. J. B. Houston, of Ohio: General, I ask unanimous consent, before adjourn
ment, to move that this brother. Major John E. Mills, be made a life member of this
C'ommandery-in-Chief.
Bbo. C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: General, on behalf of the Massachusetts
Division, I second the motion.
The Pbesidinq Officeb: There is a motion to adjourn pending, but if there is
no objection I will put the question on the motion of Brother Houston.
All those
in favor of it will say Aye; those opposed, No. The ayes have it; the motion is
agreed to, and Bro. Major John E. Mills is duly elected a life member of this ComThe question is now on the motion to take a recess. Those in
mandery-in-Chief.
favor of the motion will say Aye; those opposed, No. The ayes have it. The mo
tion prevails, and the Commandery will take a recess until 3 o'clock p. m.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.
August 28, 1891.
The Commandery-in-Chief was called to order by the Commander-in-Chief at
3 o'clock p.m.
The Commandf.b-in-Chief: I announced just before the Commandery took recess,
that next in the order of business would be the report of the Committee on the AdMy attention has been called to the fact that the Committee
dington Court-martial.
on Officers' Reports has a report to make, which ought to have precedence.
Cot. Fbank McCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, I move you that the portion of
our Constitution providing for a quorum in order to do business, and specifying the
number required to constitute a quorum, be temporarily suspended
during the
balance of this Encampment.
Bbo. F. C. Glues, of New York: I second that motion.
The chair put the question, and the motion was agreed to unanimously.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chairman of the Committee on Officers' Reports
is entitled to the floor.
Gen. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, the Committee on Officers' Reports
would report as follows:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

ON

OFFICERS'

REPORTS.

Minneapolis, Minn., August 28, 1891.
Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans:
We. the Committee on Officers' Reports, respectfully submit the following:
We desire to compliment Commander-in-Chief Webb and other officers of his
administration upon the completeness, ability and care indicated by their several
reports.
To the Tenth

Annual Encampment of

BF.POBT

OF

the

THE COMMANDEB-IN-CHIEF.

and 2. "I recommend that the Commander-in-Chief be re
quired to give bond in such sum as the Council-in-Chief may designate, said bond
Recommendations

1
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to be signed by sureties to be approved by the elective members of the Counoil-inChief. and thus saving to the Commandery-in-Chief the premium upon the bond.
recommend that the Adjutant General and Quartermaster General be required
to give similar bond in such sum as the Council-in-Chief may designate."
We concur in the recommendations in so far as they are not inconsistent with
the Constitution of the Order.

"I

The Commandeb-in-Chief: What does the Commandery-in-Chief desire to do
with this portion of the report of the Committee on Officers' Reports?
Col. C. J. Deckman, of Ohio: Commander, I move that, so long as there be no
objection, we consider the report concurred in.
Majob Genebal Loebenstein: I would suggest. Commander, that as the Conncilin-Ohief has a report covering this matter more explicitly, these recommendations
be laid over until the report of the Council-in-Chief is read.
Chaibman Abbott: Commander, I would say that the recommendation of the
committee does not interfere with any recommendations that the Council-in-Chief
may make.

Majob Genebal

Loebenstein:

Then

I will

withdraw my suggestion, and second

the motion of Colonel Deckman.

The chair put the question on Colonel Deckman's motion, and the motion was
agreed to.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

If

there is no objection,

then this section of the re

port of the committee is adopted.
Chaibman Abbott (continuing):

Recommendations 3 and 4 are concurred in, as follows: "I therefore recommend
that the Quartermaster General receive and pay out all money belonging to the
Commandery-in-Chief, and that payment be made only upon requisition drawn, as
provided by law, by the Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant General, and that all re
mittances made to the Adjutant General, with reports and application for charter, be
payable to the order of the Quartermaster General. I also recommend that the same
system be adopted in the several Divisions."
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
If there is no objection, this section of the report of
The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Chaibman Abbott (continuing ) :

the committee is adopted.

Recommendation
No. S.
"1 recommend that no revision of the Blue-Book be
made until after the adoption of the final report of the Committee upon Constitu
tion, Rules and Regulations, and that when this is done a committee of three be
appointed to revise the same in accordance with the revision of the Constitution
and the action of the Commandery-in-Chief."
The committee does not concur in this recommendation, for the reason that the
appointment of such a committee as suggested would interfere with the legitimate
duties of the Judge -Advocate General and the Commander-in-Chief.
We understand
that a bluo-book is but a digest and codification of decisions, and that the abovenamed officers are the only proper persons to pass upon questions and rulings that
may arise.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Is there objection to this section of the report of the
committee?
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Do I understand, Commander, that the com
mittee does not recommend any revision of the Blue-Book at this time?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
They leave it in the hands of the Judge-Advocate
General, and the officers who have heretofore had this matter in charge, and do not
The
Is there objection?
support the recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief.
chair hears none.
There being no objection, the report of the committee in this reBpect is concurred in.
Chaibman Abbott (continuing):
Election in Camp 149. Division of Indiana.
We concur in Decision
mander-in-Chief Webb in this case, and recommend its approval.

LVI

of Com
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The Commandeb-in-Chikf: That is an appeal that came from Camp 149. You
all understand it. If there is no objection, the report of the committee in th*is re
spect will be concurred in. There being no objection, the report is concurred in.
Chairman Abbott (continuing):
The McCrillis Case. The new evidence submitted, and recited in General Orders
No. 4. seems to be conclusive that Bro. Frank McCrillis is eligible to membership in
our Order, and we believe the ruling of General Webb on this point is proper and
correct.
However, we do not believe that the Commander-in-Chief has any authority to
overrule any decision or law previously passed upon by the supreme body of the
Order, and we are therefore of the opinion thnt an action of this Encampment is
necessary to legally reinstate Brother McCrillis. We recommend that he be rein
stated, with past rank.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there be no objection, the report of the committee
in this respect is concurred in. There being no objection, it is so ordered.
Chaibman Abbott (continuing):
Recommendation
No. 6.
"I therefore recommend that the court-martial proceed
ings against Past Commander-in-Chief Payne and Brother Addington be referred to
a special committee of not more than five members, to examine the record and testi
mony, and report their conclusions to the Commandery-in-Chief."
The course in these cases, suggested by the Commander-in-Chief, has been already
adopted by this Bticampment, and requires no further action.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
tee in this respect

There being no objection, the report of the commit
is concurred in.

Chaibman Abbott (continuing):
Recommendation
No. 7. "I therefore recommend the appointment of Past Com
mander-in-Chief Griffin to make further examination into the status of the Rowley
judgment, and to report to the Commander-in-Chief his views and recommendations
in regard to the same, and that the Cotfncil-in-Chief be authorized to make such set
tlement as may be deemed advisable."
We concur in this recommendation.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
tee in this respect

There being no objection, the report of the commit

is concurred in.

Chaibman Abbott (continuing):

"I

Recommendation
No. 8.
therefore recommend that the sum appropriated by
the last meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, $200 (the same not having been ex
pended ), be again appropriated for the purpose of assisting in the erection of a
monument to Past Commander-in-Chief Arnold."
We concur in this recommendation.

Chaibman Abbott: 'Commander, two meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief have
The
appropriated funds for a monument to Past Commander-in-Chief Arnold.
money has not been as yet used, and we simply recommend to keep the sum where it
can be at the disposal of the Pennsylvania brothers when they are ready to erect a
monument.
The Commandeb-in-Chiek: There being no objection, this portion of the report
of the committee is concurred in. It is so ordered.
Chaibman Abbott (continuing):
No. .9. "I therefore recommend that the rank of Past Com
Recommendation
mander-in-Chief be conferred upon Bro. George T. Brown, of Phil. Sheridan Camp
No. 115, of Brooklyn, New York, and that his name be placed upon the roll of mem
bership of this meeting."
We are of the opinion that the argument of the Commander-in-Chief in support
of this recommendation and submitted therewith does not justify his position, and
that the facts relative to Bro. George T. Brown's conduct during the progress of
consolidation, and in view of the articles of agreement between the two Orders, was
not such as to entitle him to receive the highest past rank in our Order. Therefore
we do not favor the recommendation.
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Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, I move you that we do not
adopt the report of the committee, but do adopt the recommendation of the Com
mander-in-Chief.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I second the motion. I would
like to state that I have personal knowledge of what George T. Brown did toward
accomplishing the consolidation between Posts and Camps, and I know this honor
There is no
has been well and truly earned.
There is no doubt about this fact.
doubt that, had there been anyone in his position not so friendly to the consolida
tion, the consolidation would not have been effected as well as it has been. It is
simply an act of justice to a man who denied himself several privileges, who pur
posely staid out until he could not come in, in order that he might not leave va
I
cant a position that might be filled by some one opposed to the consolidation.
speak of this as chairman of the Committee on Consolidation, and I know from the
day of the election of George T. Brown as Commander-in-Chief of the Post system
the work of consolidation went on; it began with his election.
Had some other
comrades of the Post system been in there, inclined not to accede to any reasonable
request, the effect of consolidation would not have been so good as it is to-day: and
he should have his just past rank.
Chaibman Abbott: Commander, those who attended the National Encampment
at St. Joseph well remember the heated discussion we had on yiat question, and
while the records, as published, of the proceedings of that Encampment do not
verify the action of the Encampment, nevertheless it is in the memory of those who
were there that the Encampment legislated to the effect, that certain ones should
not receive the rank of Past Commander-in-Chief, and in violation of that action I
see the name of J. C. Sawyer has been plnced on the roster.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: That was corrected at the first roll-call.
Chaibman Abbott: That was the point that governed the committee in making
•
this recommendation.
Pollitt,
Gen. G. W.
of New Jersey: Commander, I remember the debate at St.
The point brought up at St. Joseph was in relation to J. C. Sawyer, who
Joseph.
is now a member in good standing of this Order at Peekskill, N Y., who was mus
tered in on the 11th day of December last by the Chief Mustering Officer in person.
J. C. Sawyer had made himself obnoxious to the Sons of Veterans, and particularly
so to Commander-in-Chief Abbott, by the bitter manner in which he fought all at
tempts at consolidation, and at the request of Commander-in-Chief Abbott the reso
lution covering this question of consolidation was -amended in such a way as to shut
out all Past Commanders-in-Chief.
Nothing was said aboilt the present sitting
Commander-in-Chief ; nothing whatever said about him. The only names that were
— ,
mentioned were J. C. Sawyer and, I think, a comrade by the name of
of old Post ;!(), Albany. N. Y. There was not anything said about the sitting Com
mander-in-Chief of the Post system at that time, but because of Brother Sawyer's
unusually bitter attempts to defeat consolidation, and his bitter talk about the
matter, this provision was made shutting out Past Commanders-in-Chief.
Judoe-Advocate Gknebal Weeks: Commander. I hope that brothers will appre
ciate the position here. I think the chairman of the Committee on Officers' Reports
is laboring under a slight misapprehension.
The condition of affairs, as I under
stand, is this: At St. Joseph we decided that sitting officers, if they came in within a
certain time, should preserve all their rights of past rank. Commander-in-Chief
He could at that time
George T. Brown was at that time their Commander-in-Chief.
have come in with the Post.
His Post came in, and he could have come in with his
Post. But, if he came in with his Post, some one else might get control or manage
ment of the Post system, and George T. Brown said: "I want consolidation; I don't

-
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care for my own rank; I will stay out and keep the Post system, what there is left of
it that has not come in, in line and in motion for consolidation," and as Commanderin-Chief of the Post system, he did do so. Under the resolution of the St. Joseph
Encampment, he forfeited his absolute right to past rank, and went around and la
bored with every Post in the country that didn't come in under the consolidation,
and got almost all the men; and without his efforts the consolidation could not have
been made as complete as it was: and the committee told him, the committee spoke
about it and told him, "You will lose your past rank," and he said, "I do not care; I
want the consolidation to be perfect."
Chaibman Abbott: The committee is now willing to concur in the recommenda
tion of the Commander-in-Chief, and will so modify their report. The committee
now report concurring in recommendation No. 9.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The committee now report concurring in the rec
ommendation of the Commander-in-Chief.
Unless there is further objection, the
report of the Committee on Officers' Reports in this respect will be concurred in.
There being no objection, it is so ordered.
Chaibman Abbott (continuing):
Recommendation

Merritt Camp No.

No. 10.
8,

"I

therefore recommend that Brother Earp, of Henry
be accorded the rank and honors of

Division of Massachusetts,

Past Commander-in-Chief.''
We concur in ftiis recommendation.

Chaibman Abbott: This is in accordance with the agreement entered into at the
time with the Philadelphia branch, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., under which agree
ment General Wagoner sits in this Encampment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: You have heard the report of the committee in re
gard to recommendation No. 10. If there be no objection, the report of the com
mittee is concurred in. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Chaibman Abbott (continuing):
Recommendation
No. 11 has been already passed upon by this Encampment.
We further recommend, however, that this blank shall contain a printed warning
to Camps that it is to be used only in case of last resort, when all other means to
obtain a soldier's record have been exhausted.
This is to prevent abuse of the privi
lege and courtesy of the War Department.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

There being no objection, the report of the Commit
is concurred in.

tee on Officers' Reports in this respect

Chaibman Abbott (continuing):
No. 12. We are opposed to the propo
Badr/ex and Supplies, and Recommendation
to increase the price of supplies, and recommend that no further profit on
same be charged by either the Commandery-in-Chief or Divisions.
We recommend that the Quartermaster General be authorized to charge for badges
and decorations the 10 per cent, above the agreed price as at present allowable; but
we do not concur in the proposition to have Divisions charge any profit on same.
sition

Col. C. 3. Decuman, of Ohio: Commander, I move an amendment, that Divi
sions be allowed to add 10 per cent, to the cost of all supplies.
Col. C. K. Dabung, of Massachusetts: I second the motion.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I should like to inquire if it is the in
tention of the mover of this amendment that this shall remain thereafter in the
discretion of Divisions, where it properly belongs? The report of the Commanderin-Chief is such that it will make it obligatory on Divisions to increase the cost of
supplies whether they want to do so or not. I respectfully submit that each Divi
sion knows best what is needed therein for its own interest.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion of Colonel Deckman leaves it in the dis
He moves that Divisions be "allowed" to add, etc.
cretion of the Divisions.
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Chairman Abbott: If the brother will withdraw his motion, the committet' will
accept the suggestion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief is
not concurred in, and the motion of Colonel Deckman is adopted by the committee,
who will report it as a part of their report.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Commander, if it is left optional with Divi
sions, we are going to get ourselves into trouble. Camps send to Division headquar
ters, and remit the cost of blanks as per requisition.
They look at the requisition,
and whatever the figures on the requisition say, they remit. If you charge 10 per
cent, in addition to that, there will not be one out of five that will remit that 10 per
cent., and then you have got to write back to them, and it will cause more confusion
than it is worth. Whatever is printed on the supplies should be printed on the requi
sitions, and no more.
Col. F. McCbillib, of Illinois: Commander, that is very easily remedied.
All
you have got to do is to take a stamp and stamp across the requisition. "Add 10 per
cent, to these prices."
Adjutant Genebal Hebod: Commander, in answer to Brother Lyon's suggestion.
I say if it is too much trouble for him as Colonel in his Division, he need not do it.
It is only the Colonels that desire to do it that need do it; it is left optional with
them.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The committee will make this modification in its re
port, and will proceed.
Chairman Abbott (continuing):
" I recommend that Commandery-in-Chief headquarters
Recommendation No. IS.
be inspected by the Inspector General during the second quarter of each year, and
that, as soon as the inspection is completed, the Inspector General report to the
Lieutenant General, and Major General, and elective members of the Couucil-inChief. and to the Commandery-in-Chief at its next meeting thereafter, the result of
such inspection."
We do not concur in this recommendation, but recommend instead that the in
spection of national headquarters be discontinued, believing that such inspection
is unnecessary and incurs an additional expense upon the Order.

Judge- Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, I will offer an amendment to
that, to add "unless it conflict with the new Constitution."
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That is unnecessary. If it does conflict, the Consti
tution is supreme, and must control.
Is there objection to this part of the report f
The chair hears none.
There being no objectionpthe report of the Committee on
Officers' Reports in this respect is concurred tn.
Chaibman Abbott (continuing):

"I

Recommendation
No. 14.
recommend that 3,000 oopies of the proceedings of
this meeting be published, and that they be distributed to the several Divisions, to
gether with those on hand, and that Divisions supply all Camps which have not yet

received copies of proceedings of previous meetings."
We concur in this recommendation.

Judge-Advocate General Weeks: I should like to inquire by whom these pro
I understand it has been the practice in the
ceedings are to be printed, or issued.
past for the retiring administration to publish the proceedings, for what reason I do
not know; but I am very glad to be relieved of the burden.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The chair will say that last year, upon my own mo
tion, the retiring administration was authorized to have the minutes prepared for
publication, and superintend the publication; they had the official stenographer
there.
Upon General Griffin's recommendation, we got 6,000 copies of the proceed
Further than that, in having the
ings printed, which is twice as many as necessary.
report of the Adjutant (ieneral and the Quartermaster General and myself printed
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I said to the printer that perhaps we might want to have that matter used again,
and if we did, of course it would cheapen the price of the printing to have some of
the matter already in type; and as these reports must necessarily go into the pro
ceedings, it would be a saving of just that much composition.
It is a matter entirely
for the Commandery-in-Chief.
Judoe-Advocate General Weeks: Commander, I should like then to add to this
part of the report of the committee, that the proceedings of this Encampment be
printed and published by the retiring administration.
Chaibman Abbott: The committee will add that. The committee will add:
"And the committee recommend that the retiring administration
publishing of the proceedings of this Encampment."

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

superintend the

There being no objection, the report of the Commit
is concurred in.

tee on Officers' Reports in this respect

Chaibman Abbott (continuing):
ADJUTANT

OKNEKAL'k

BEPOBT.

In

his most -excellent report the Adjutant General makes but one recommenda
tion, and we approve the same, as follows:
"So far only one has been made to agree, and that is Form 27, First Sergeant's
quarterly reports. I therefore recommend that when new orders are made for Forms
3, A, and 26, they be made to conform to Form 27."

The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the report of the committee
will be concurred in. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Chaibman Abbott (continuing):
OUABTEBMASTKB

OENEBAl/g

BEPOBT.

for the careful attention to detail it displays in the
management and exhibit of our financial affairs, at present the most important con
sideration in the Order. However, from a close examination thereof, we are of the
opinion that there is an opportunity for retrenchment of the revenues received and
used for the purposes of the Commandery-m-Chief.
We concur in the recommendation thnt permanent headquarters of the Quarter
master General's department be established at some central point, and that he be
required to keep a regular set of books, and to furnish trial-balance copies to the
Commander in-Chief at the end of each quarter.
We commend this report

Col.

J.

W. Newton, of Indiana:

Commander, to the first recommendation, as to

the establishment of a central place for conducting the affairs of the Quartermaster
General's department,
desire now to move an amendment, a substitute for such

recommendation, and

I
I will

read it:

"

That some central point be established for the distribution of supplies; that
the office of Ordnance Officer be created as an appointive office, to be filled by the
Council-in-Chief ; that appointment to such office shall be for a term of three years;
that the salary of such officer be
per year; and that all supplies for Camps be
furnished upon proper requisition from such ordnance department, except the Camp
packet, which shall be kept in Division headquarters and furnished to new Camps;
and that such Camp packets shall be properly put up at ordnance headquarters for
delivery to Camps, and shipped to Division headquarters upon proper requisition
from Division Quartermasters; that such Ordnance Officer be under the supervision
of the Commander-in-Chief and the Council-in-Chief; and that no supplies be fur
nished from Division headquarters except such Camp packet."

I

move this amendment in the light of my experience of 14 months
I think it has been the sentiment and conclusion of each
and every Colonel in the United States for the last year or two, that this thing of
furnishing supplies should be taken away entirely from the Division headquarters.
Now, I make the recommendation for a period of three years, for the reason that
of supplies may be saved, and in the cost
much of the expense in the distribution
of them, if an office is fixed by which contracts can be made to run for a period of
Commander.

as Colonel of a Division.
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three years.
In printing these supplies — just getting one lot for a short period of
time — it certainly costs more than it will if you are able to make a contract which
will extend over a longer period of t ime. If you put one good man in charge of it. who
can look after it. we will not only save in this way, but we will get, our supplies more
promptly than it can be done through Division headquarters, more especially as our
Divisions are largely in debt — some of them as high as $1,200 or $1,400, Now, if
this ordnance department can be established, the only supplies to be furnished by
Division headquarters would be the Camp packet, which would be packed, and would
not need to be handled except to be re-marked. If we can get it up in this shape,
with a good man in charge of it, I think we will have solved the question which has
annoyed each and every Colonel and Adjutant General and Quartermaster General
in the past.
There is enough dignity attached to it so that such officer shall not be
a mere shipping or packing clerk.
Let us do business upon a proper scale, and I
think it will result in more economy to the Divisions and the Commandery-in-Chief
than any other scheme, and for that reason I have offered this substitute, and I hopethe motion for its adoption will prevail.
Adjutant Gknebal Hebod: Commander, with all due respect to the experience
of Colonel Newton, of Indiana, during the past 14 months, I differ with him about
the establishment of an ordnance office, and the distribution of supplies to Camps
I base my opinion upon an experience of two years as
directly from such office.
Colonel of Division, as well as my experience in the office of Adjutant General for
the past year.
I want to state to you that when you come to count the work that
the 32 Colonels are doing in distributing these supplies to their various Camps, and
saddle it all upon one man, you have given him a heap more to do t han any one man
can do. At least, if one man can do it all, I want the Colonels of Divisions to quit
complaining about the amount of work at Division headquarters. As long as they
are complaining the way they are, they should never vote for such a resolution as
this, saddling the work that 32 Quartermasters do upon one man.
He cannot do
it. Why, the Quartermaster General has worked 10 hours a day the past year in dis
tributing the badges and supplies of this Order to the 32 Divisions, to say nothing
of packing them in all the numerous small packages, as they would have to be
packed to go to the 2,500 Camps in good standing in the Order. It is impossible
for one man to do that amount of work. I don't know whether Colonel Newton
means that the office of Quartermaster General shall be a sinecure, if his amend
ment is adopted; that he shall sit in his office with the Commander-in-Chief

and do

but his amendment takes away from him the work that he could do and
does do. and gives it to a man who could not begin to do it, with the other work that
the amendment saddles on him, unless he was given a very big force of men.
I tell
you, brothers, you have no idea of the amount of work involved in the distribution
of supplies unless you have had something to do with Commandery-in-Chief head
quarters. I do not see any radical need for this matter, except to establish the
nothing;

Quartermaster Genernl"s headquarters permanently at some central point, and save
packing these supplies, live or six or seven tons, in boxes, and then unpacking them
again, and having half of them damaged to a certain extent. That is the only
The Quartermaster's headquarters should be
change that needs to be made.
permanent ; but there is no need of making a radical change in the office of the
Quartermaster. That is what I object to. I am in hearty sympathy with the prop
osition to establish the Quartermaster General's headquarters permanently at some
central point.
I know it will be a saving of great expense, and cheapen supplies.
It will save at least §500 to our Order every year; but I think we need not make any
other radical change.
I am therefore opposed to this substitute.
Genkbal
Hazelton: Commander. I wish to inquire of Brother
Quabtkbmahteb

PBOCEEDINOS.

315

Newton in regnrd to one point.
Do I understand that he proposes the Ordnance
Officer shall put the supplies up in packages, and that they are to be furnished to
Division headquarters on requisition from Division headquarters?
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Just the Camp packet.
Quabtkbmasteb Genebal Hazklton : All the other supplies ordered by the Camp
then must be ordered directly of this officer.
Colonel Newton: Yes, sir.
Quabtebmabteb Genebal Hazelton: Commander, I wish to state that that is
The brother don't understand how much time and help it
altogether impracticable.
will require to put up all of these small packages, and fill orders from 2,(K)0 Camps.
It cannot be done without great expense to the Commandery-in-Chief.
I think the
old way is the best way. The Ordnance Officer, or national officer, cannot be ac
quainted with the various Camps all over the United States, cannot know their
In receiving these small orders from the different Camps, they come in
names.
such poor shape that it is very often almost impossible to make out the address.
We do not know where to send them, or how to send them.
They come for one
But at Di
badge, or two badges, and how do you know the address of the Camp?
vision headquarters, they know the number of the Camp, and they know the name,
and they have got a roster of their officers, and it is no trouble for them to correct
any errors of that kind, and send the supplies to the proper address.
Chaibman Abbott: Commander, and what would the situation be if a Camp sent
in for rituals that was not in good standing in its Division? How would this na
tional officer know anything about that? I further want to ask Major Davi9 as to
the clerical help employed by him before the present system went into operation,
under which the Quartermaster General and the Division Quartermasters distribute
the badges?

,

Maj. A. P. Davis, of Pennsylvania: Commander, Colonel Newton is all right in
theory, but, practically, his plan would not work. I have had to ship from my office
as high as 104 packages in a single day, and they have probably averaged close to 50
packages a day all the time. These packages were of all sizes, from, perhaps, a sin
I have experienced great .trouble with ad
gle ribbon up to a dozen or so badges.
dresses: I. perhaps, have $50 or §75 in my hands to-day that has come to me with
requisitions so poorly written that I have never been able to reach the parties, and
I used to have to employ in my office, besides my
don't know how to reach them.
self, two or three girls; I also had my type-writing done outside, and employed from
I had it done in the stenographers' school, where, if I re
one to two stenographers.
more
than
one
I would get them. I found it better than to do the
person.
quired
work in my own office. I might say that I had three persons employed all the time,
and. during the months of May and April and part of March, two persons could

I had all the assistance my wife could render.
Chaibman Abbott: Commander, there is one further objection. Suppose a Camp
in the State of Washington should send for 25 cents' worth of requisitions by express.
We are required to pay express charges: and it would cost us more than the goods
were worth.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: Commander, I move that the resolution read as
follows: "'That this office be created, and that all requisitions upon that officer must
come through Division headquarters: that he shall not deal directly with the Camps.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I desire to call the attention of this En
campment to another and possibly one of the most important points to be consid
ered, and that is that both Colonel Newton and Brother Tobias want to create another
office in the Order. We have been going on the theory of retrenchment; we have
found that it was necessary for Divisions to economize. Colonel Newton says that
never accomplish it. and

316

TENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

nearly every Division is in debt, and yet he proposes to saddle another officer at
$1,200 a year (and it will probably cost more) upon the Order, and give the Quar
termaster General nothing to do. There is nothing in the world wanted except a
central permanent location for the Quartermaster General's headquarters, and econ
It is a plain business proposition that the recommendation of the Quarter
omy.
master General should prevail.
I believe, when you take out of this question these
various considerations, that one brother may want to get rid of a lot of work at Di
vision headquarters
and I don't blame him very much, for I know it is enormous —
and another may think that national headquarters and all the business should be in
one place, it comes right down to a question of economy.
Now. look at it from a
strict business standpoint.
Let us consider that it cost last year $216.13 to move
the supplies from Indianapolis to Topeka.
Let us stop and consider that it will cost
at least $300 or $400 to move thein from Topeka to New York city: and moving
them every year this way is an additional expense, besides the question of contracts,
which has been referred to. It will make a very great saving to the Order and to the
Divisions, the place where the money is most needed.
That being so, let us be care
ful not to create another office, but if we establish this central location- and I be
lieve that to be a wise thing to do — let us put the Quartermaster General there, and
give him something to do. He has no other work practically in the Order.
Bko. Isaac Cutteb, of Illinois: Commander, I would ask if the Constitution does
not provide for all the officers that are to be elected, and if we can adopt this amend
ment at this time without changing the Constitution?
Bbo. John Lynch, Jr., of Illinois: Commander, on the suggestion of Brother
Cutter, I make the point of order that this Encampment cannot pass this substitute
of Colonel Newton's, because it is in conflict with the Constitution.
The Commandeh-in-Chief: The Constitution does not provide that we shall not
have any other officers.
The chair, however, is not sure as to the correctness of this
ruling.
Judge-Advocate Geneeal Weeks: The chair will bear in mind the language of
this section of the Constitution: "The officers of the Commandery-in-Chief shall be"
so and so.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Upon reflection, the chair does not think the point of
order is well taken. The question is on the adoption of the substitute offered by
Colonel Newton. All those in favor of the motion say Aye. Those opposed, No.
The noes seem to have it. The noes have it, and the substitute is not agreed to.
The question is now upon the adoption of the report of the Committee on Officers
Reports.
Judge-Advocate General Weeks: The committee reports the establishing of a
permanent Quartermaster General's department at some central point for the term
of three years.
Chaibman Abbott: The term is not specified: it is not for a term of years.
Judge-Advocate General Weeks: It cannot be to establish permanent head
quarters for one year.
Chaibman Abbott: Headquarters can be permanent without the Quartermaster
General being permanent.
Judge-Advocate
General Weeks: Commander, if the headquarters are perma
nent, we at once come to the conclusion that someone in the Order must be the per
manent custodian of those headquarters. It is not probable that anyone who is
competent to be Quartermaster General of this Order will leave his own home and
take charge of these permanent headquarters for one year.
Is there anyone who
can take care of that property who would go to another city than his home for $1,200
for one year, with simply the possibility of reappointment?
Now. if it is determined
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to make this a part of the organic law of this Order, if we are to follow the Grand
Army of the Republic in this respect, let us do it at a time when we can do it underLet us have that permanent head
Let us put it in our Constitution.
standingly.
quarters prepared, and then have the Quartermaster General either elected by the
It is not fair to give any
Council-in-Chief or elected by the entire Encampment.
I am
one man the right to practically pledge the office for three years in advance.
it
result
for
the
of
this
Order
ultimately
much
inclined
to
think
that
will
good
very
to have permanent headquarters for the Quartermaster General; but I do not think
it can be done until there is more stability to the headquarters and some stability to
the office.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: I concur heartily in the report of the Quartermaster
General. My judgment is that in two years' time, if, the headquarters of the Quar
termaster General were located in some large city in the center of the country, where
you can. by getting larger quantities of supplies printed, get them at cheaper rates;
where, being centrally located, you can get contracts for special rates from the ex
press companies, as they do in the G. A. K. — that you can save enough in two
It is a question of saving
years' time to almost run the Order for the third year.
I
that
makes
it any different this
the
don't
know
of
to
Order.
anything
money
The
General
has
to
from
other
get these supplies
any
year.
year
Quartermaster
printed. It is true we have adopted a new Constitution; it is true that when this
but
comes to be printed, it has to receive the sanction of the Commander-in-Chief;
do not know of any reason now why the Quartermaster General's office cannot be
located in the oity of Chicago, or Indianapolis, or Cincinnati, at this time as well as
Either one of those three towns would be centrally located, so far as the
any other.
This could
Order is concerned, and the business can be done there advantageously.
The only reason that can be urged in
have been done under the old Constitution.
support of the Commander-in-Chief elect's position is, that we have got new laws,
and all that sort of thing; but we may just as well commence it this year as any
I don't know a man upon the floor of this Commandery-in-Chief who desires
year.
of my friend and brother, the
more than I do the success of the administration

I

Commander-in-Chief elect; and if I thought his administration would be in any
respect a failure because of the fact that the Quartermaster General's office was not
I believe
right there under his personal supervision, I would not urge this measure.
he knows that is the fact.
What we have got to do is to get things done cheap and
save money. I did recommend in my report that you should devise some scheme to
get more money, but I think with the present per capita tax, and by reason of the
fact of your getting supplies printed in larger quantities, we will be able to get
along. Everybody knows that the larger quantity of printing you order, the cheaper
you get it. Now, just where these permanent headquarters shall be located, or just
who shall be this officer, I do not care; but I do submit that the report of the Quar
termaster General is a very good one, and his recommendation ought to be adopted.
Judge-Advocate Genebai. Weeks: Commander, I desire to be heard on this sub
I think probably I am more interested
ject, if no other brother desires to speak.
in this than anyone else in the room. I had anticipated that if I was honored with
the election I could provide for what I considered the most important office upon
I knew in the
my staff in a manner entirely satisfactory to myself and the Order.
city of New York one with whom I would trust ali the fortune I ever hope to pos
He is a business man, a man
sess: but he could not go to Chicago or Indianapolis.
whose interests are such that I feel confidence in his ability; but I cannot send him
I do not know anyone that I can send to either of those
to Chicago or Indianapolis.
have
some
assurance that they can remain there more than one
places, unless they
there
are
two
offices
in this Commandery-in-Chief that should be firmly
If
any
year.
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united, closely connected, and with perfect harmony existing between them, it seems
to me it must be the Commander-in-Chief and the man who handles the funds, the
Quartermaster General. How a successful administration can be expected where
the Quartermaster General is separated from the Commander-in-Chief, I do not un
derstand. The Quartermaster General must of necessity be a man who is willing to
take a $1,200 position, without any certainty for the future. I am in serious doubt
about the effect of this action, but I bow to the decision of the Commandery-inChief. I recognize the good wishes and ability of our retiring Commander-in-Chief,

I feel
I feel

would do nothing knowingly to injure my administ ration:
appreciate the difficulties of the position.
Bko. E. W. Kbackowizkh, of Wisconsin: Commander, more than once reference
As near as I can
has been made to the action of the Grand Army in this respect.
make it out. General Taylor has become permanent as the Quartermaster General of
the Grand Army, with headquarters at Philadelphia, not by any constitutional pro
vision, but simply because he has been annually reappointed.
Another point I wish
to refer to, without casting any reflections upon Comrade Taylor, is this: that when
a man once becomes entrenched in an office of that sort, he becomes in and of him
self a power; and those who were present at the Detroit Encampment might unfold
a tale with regard to Brother Taylor's power in dictating the incoming administra
tion from chief to tail. This should be seriously considered among other possibilities.
The Commander-in-Chief might entrench himself behind the Quartermaster General's
office and secure his repeated reelection, or, on the other hand, the Quartermaster
General in and of himself might become such a power that other candidates would
have to bow to him. I question very much whether we can do better than consider
this matter seriously for one year, and leave Brother Weeks's administration un
and

but

certain that

he

he does not properly

tangled.

Adjutant Genebal Hebod: Commander, it seems to me next year we will be
exactly in the same boat. The Commander-in-Chief elect then will want to have
his Quartermaster General in his town, and will want this change put off for another
I believe firmly that we can do this, and that we can do it just as well now as
year.
at any other time, and the Quartermaster General can be reappointed each year if it is
I don't care if they
advisable, just as it is done in the Grand Army of the Republic.
do say that Comrade Taylor has become such a power that he dictates the choice of
Commander-in-Chief.
I don't think it is true. Comrade Taylor is elected every year
to succeed himself, and I think that if we got a good man there we would do well to
continue him.
We have provided that he should give bond in the sum of $10,000,
so that the Commander-in-Chief shall not be responsible at all for the money that
If the report of the Council-ingoes into the hands of the Quartermaster General.
Chief is adopted, you will find that it provides he shall give bond in the sum of $10,I think we ought to establish permanent headquarters at this time for the
000.
Quartermaster General.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Commander. I am in favor of a central loca
tion for the office of the Quartermaster General, but it has been suggested that he is
only elected for one year on a salary of $1,200. I think you will hardly get a com
petent man to take the office for one year for $1,200 and assume a $10,000 bond.
Col. J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, in answer to the gentleman who
was just on the floor, the honorable brother who has just been elected Commanderin-Chief will soon file a bond for $10,000 without any salary except $1. and is glad
to do it.
Judge-Advocate
amendment

to that,

Gknebal Weeks:
follows:

Commander.

I

would

like

to submit

an

as

And that the same be established immediately after the next Encampment of the
Commandery-in-Chief.
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of Wisconsin: I second the amendment.
Commander, I submit that the same question will
come up again next year and in the same way, and this may as well be settled now
as any other time. At every Encampment I have attended we have always been
careful to submit, as far as possible, to the wishes of the Commander-in-Chief elect,
It is altogether unex
and I am sorry the proposition meets with this opposition.
pected to the committee.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, I told Colonel Bundy last night
that I did not think this should go into effect at once.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, that was after the meeting of the com
These reports have
mittee. At the time it was discussed it was almost unanimous.
been published and circulated for some days, and General Weeks ought certainly to
have known that the intention was to try at least to concur in this recommendation,
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb,

Col.

W. E. Bundy, of Ohio:

and ought to have arranged as far as possible to conform thereto.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: I did not know I was to be elected Comman
der-in-Chief until rather late yesterday.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, the difference between
adopting this recommendation to go into force at this time, and adopting it to go
into force next year is, that in the latter case there will be a year's notice given, and
there will be no excuse, either reasonable, or unreasonable, for opposition to it, or
criticism; there is now.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The question is on the amendment offered by JudgeAll in favor of the adoption of the amendment will say
Advocate General Weeks.
Those
No.
The amendment appears to be lost. A division is called
opposed,
Aye.
for. All in favor of the adoption of the amendment will rise to their feet, and stand
until they are counted. Those opposed will now rise. Thirty-one having voted in
The question is
the affirmative, and 29 in the negative, the amendment prevails.
If there is no
now upon the adoption of the report of the committee as amended.
further objection, the report as amended will be concurred in. The chair hears
none, and it is so ordered.
Proceed with the report of the committee.
Chaibhan Abbott (continuing):
CHIEF

MUBTEBINO

OFFICEB's

BEPOBT.

The very full and valuable report of the Chief Mustering Officer contains no rec
ommendations, and requires no special action from the committee.

The

: There being no objection, this part of the report of
Reports is adopted.
Abbott (continuing):

Com mandeb-in-Chief

the Committee on Officers'
Chaibmam

8UBGEON

OENEBAL'S

BEPOBT.

This report containing no recommendations, requires no action

by this com

mittee.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

There being no objection, this part of the report of

the committee is adopted.

Chaikman Abbott (continuing):
JUDOE-ADVOCATE

OENEBAL'S

BEPOBT.

We particularly commend this report, for the reason that every opinion and act
of this able officer is fully set forth and explained, and that it constitutes a valuable
addition to the legal archives of the Order. It is practically impossible in this re
port to dwell at much length upon his official decisions, but it is sufficient to say
that we approve of opinions Nos. 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12. 13. It, 15, 16, 17, 18, l!t. 2(1.
Opinion No. 3 is an error acknowledged by opinion
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27.
There is no question but that any Past Captain
No. 14, reversing the first decision.
is entitled to a seat and vote in the Encampment of any Division in which he may
be a member in good standing.
The first clause of Opinion No. 4 does not disclose a sufficient state of facts to
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We concur in the decision con
justify this committee to take any action on same.
tained in the second clause of Opinion No. 4.
Judging merely from tho meager facts presented to the committee, we think that
Opinion No. 5 is well founded. We believe that no action is necessary as to Opinion
No. 8.
This committee makes no report upon Opinion No. 28, for the reason that the
case considered is now under appeal, and in the hands of a special committee at this
meeting of the Commandery-in-C'hief.

Commander, is it the province of the Com
Bbo. C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana:
mittee on Officer's Reports to submit legal opinions on the sufficiency of the legal
opinions of the Judge-Advocate General ?
Chaibman Abbott: That question came up before the committee, as to whether
this committee should pass upon the Judge Advocate's opinions.
We were all of the
belief that they should come before this Encampment in some way for indorsement,
and we knew of no other way to bring them up but by passing on them in this way.
They then become the law for this Order when approved by this Encampment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Under the recommendation which has been made
and the custom which has hitherto prevailed, all of these matters will necessarily
come up for revision when the new Blue-Book is prepared — the new digest. It
to take up the time of the Commandery-in-Chief
in reference to these things, as they will not be promulgated at this time in any
seems to me it is hardly necessary
event.

And furthermore, Commander. I think there is
little possibility of our getting into a tangle as to these opinions.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
If there is no objection, the report of the Commit
tee on Officers' Reports on the report of the Judge-Advocate General is concurred
in. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Chaibman Abbott: I wish to state, in regard to the report of the Chaplain-inChief, that somewhere in the grand shuffle that report has been lost. We fear some
pious brother has become attached to it and cannot let go; therefore the committee
does not make any report on the report of the Chaplain-in-Chief.*

The Judge-Advocate Genebal:

a

KEPOBT

of inbpectob oenebal.

We find that the report of t he Inspector General shows the same careful attention
to the difficult duties of his position that General Hall has given the Order during
the last four years of invaluable service in this office.
We do not concur in recommendations Nos. 1, 2 or 3 of the Inspector General.
The reason for this is, that what may be the best manner of conducting the in
spection in one Division may not be the best in every other Division, and we believe
that, after the Inspector General's report is published, each Division Colonel can see
which of the recommendations apply and can be used to advantage in his Division,
and, so far as they are practicable, will adopt them.
There are some Divisions to
which they would not apply, and therefore we believe that the Division itself should
decide the manner in which their inspections shall be conducted.
We recommend that the method of appointing Assistant Inspectors remain in the
discretion of Divisions, to be fixed in their by-laws.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: There being no objection, the report of the Com
mittee on Officers' Reports on the report of t he Inspector General is concurred in.
Chaibman Abbott (continuing):
INSPECTION OF NATIONAL HEADO.UABTEB8.
We concur in the first four recommendations of the Committee on Inspection of
National Headquarters, and disapprove of recommendation No. 5. To make that
clear. I presume those recommendations should be read.
The recommendations re
ferred to are these:
First. That the Encampment instruct the coming administration to prepare a
•Memo. — The report of tho Chapla!n-ln-Chlef was afterward?
appearn at its proper place In the proceedings. — Rep.

found folded lnelde other papers, aod
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correct account of the supplies of the Com

The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there iB no objection, the recommendation of the
Committee on Officers* Reports concurring in thiB recommendation, will be concurred
in by the Commandery-in-Chief.
The ohair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Chairman Abbott: Recommendation No. 2 is:
Second, That Major Davis be required to deliver these supplies to the Quarter
master General, freight or express charges prepaid.

Major Davis has voluntarily come to the committee and offered to do this, and
there is no opposition to it.
The Commander-in-Chief:
There being no objection, this recommendation of
the committee is concurred in.
Chairman Abbott: The third recommendation is:
Third, That the incoming administration be instructed to destroy, at time of
transfer of supplies, all old proceedings,. except such as may be necessary to preserve
complete files for new Camps.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

There being no objection, this recommendation

of

the committee is concurred in.

Chairman Abbott: The fourth recommendation is:
Fourth, Inasmuch as the annual transfer of this department necessitates a longcontinued stoppage of the routine business of the Order, thereby delaying the busi
ness of the Commandery-in-Chief, your committee deem it of vital interest to the
Order that permanent headquarters for the Quartermaster General's department be
established, and the Quartermaster General be made directly accountable to the
Commandery-in-Chief, indemnifying the Order against loss by a bond of $10,000,
and that there shall be upon said bond two sureties, each of whom shall qualify in a
sum not less than twice the sum fixed in the bond; and that the Quartermaster
General be elected by the Commandery-in-Chief, and his annual salary fixed at
$1,500.

Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, if there is any provision that
the Constitution so that the Quartermaster General may be elected for a
term of three years, I withdraw all my opposition to the establishment of permanent
headquarters. My opposition is based entirely upon what I deemed the necessity of
the situation.
The Commander-in-Chief:
This is in the nature of an amendment to the Con
stitution, which cannot be made in this way.
Col. W. E. Bundi: Commander, I move you that the Constitution be so amended
as to embody this recommendation.
Adjutant General Herod, of Kansas: Commander, I second the motion.
Gen. B. S. Weeks, of New York: Make the term of office three years, and then
fix a place for permanent headquarters, and I am perfectly willing.
Bbo. John Lynch, Jr., of Illinois: Commander, I think if we are to amend the
Constitution there should be a section drawn up, and it should come in in its proper
amends

place.

The Commander-in-Chief:
The Commandery-in-Chief
has already expressed
itself and made it a matter of record that the permanent location for the office of
the Quartermaster General shall be fixed and selected at the next meeting of the
Before this question can be considered at all it will be nec
Commandery-in-Chief.
essary to reconsider that vote, and then this would come in the form of an amend
ment to the Constitution, and it would require the necessary two-thirds vote, and
must be in regular form.
Col. C. J. Deckman, of Ohio: I second the motion.
Col. C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana: Commander, I rise to a point of order, and
—21
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that is, that the matter is not properly before the Encampment, for the reason that
in my opinion the gentleman who seconded the motion to reconsider did not vote
with the majority on the original question.
Col. C. J. Deokman, of Ohio: Commander, the brother is mistaken: I did.
The chair put the question, and there were 33 voting in the affirmative and 10 in
the negative.

The motion to reconsider prevailed.

I now move the adoption of
General's report as a substitute for the section
reported by the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
Bbo. John Lynch, Jr., of Illinois: Let General Abbott or Colonel Bundy write
out a section in proper shape to go in, and then we will adopt it.
The question is now upon the recommendation of
The Commander-in-Chief:
the committee with reference to permanent location of the Quartermaster General.
Adjutant Genebal Hebod, of Kansas: I move that the recommendation of the
Inspector General be substituted for the report of the committee.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: I accept that.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The chair holds that this motion amends the Consti
tution, and must be in writing, and refer definitely to the article and the section which
Adjutant General Hebod, of Kansas: Commander,

the recommendation in the Inspector

is to be amended.
Genebal Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, this is offered as an amendment to the
rules and regulations of the Order. I cannot give the number, but this is to be an
additional law, the last law previous to alterations and amendments, before the rules
of order, and is to read as follows:
The Quartermaster General's department shall be established, and the Quarter
master General be made directly accountable to the Commandery- in-Chief, indemni
fying the Order against loss by a bond of $10,000, and that there shall be upon said
bond two sureties, each of whom shall qualify in a sum not less than twice the sum
fixed in the bond; and the Quartermaster General be elected by the Commandery-inChief, and his annual salary fixed at $1,500 per annum. He shall hold office for three
years.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: This motion is not in order. The Commandery-inChief has adopted the report of the committee appointed to revise the Constitution,
Rules and Regulations, one article of which provides who the officers are and how
That has already been adopted: before this
they shall be elected and appointed.
amendment can be considered at all, it will be necessary to reconsider the vote of
the Commandery adopting the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and
Regulations.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, before you make that ruling final, let
me call your attention to the ruling that was made by one or the other of the pre
siding officers yesterday, and that was, that the thing to do now, and the only thing
to do. was to move to amend the Constitution;
that no reconsideration was nec
essary.

The Commander-in-Chief:
I do not think the present occupant of the chair
I hold now, and I want the stenograper to take the ruling
of the chair, that the report of the Committee to reyise the Constitution, Rules and
Regulations has been adopted, and by that action the section relating to the offi
cers of the Commandery-in-Chief, including that of the Quartermaster General, was
adopted, and this amendment now offered is not in order until a reconsideration of
the vote by which the other proposition was adopted is had.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, under what Constitution
are we now acting?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Under the new one.
made any such ruling.
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Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Then, Commander, I submit that the
is no longer subject to reconsideration, but'is subject to amend
ment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I guess the brother from Wisconsin is right. There
is no question about that.
Coi,. Fbank McCeillib, of Illinois: Commander, by direct vote, the Encampment
voted that on all matters pertaining to this Encampment, the new Constitution goes
into effect at once. That vote was made two days ago, and this matter is therefore
a part of the Constitution, and the Constitution must be amended — it cannot be re
considered.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair stands corrected. It comes in the nature
of an amendment to the Constitution.
Gen. H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, before you put that question,
I would like to ask if we have not made one error. I remember, in listening to the
report of that committee, they said that the salary of the Quartermaster General
would be $ 1,500 for three years.
Of course, it means $1,500 for one year, and I sug
" annually " be inserted after the $1,500, so that it will read, that
gest that the word
the salary of the Quartermaster General will be $1,500 annually.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The word "annually" is in.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: Commander, I move that this section shall not
take effect until the meeting of the Commandery in the year 1892.
In consideration
of the amount of work that will devolve on the new Commander-in-Chief, he should
be allowed to have his Quartermaster General under his supervision, and be able to
see that his work is carried on as it should be.
Coi.. W. A. Stevenb, of Massachusetts: I second the amendment of Brother To
bias.
Col. W. E. Bundt, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order. My point
of order is this, that the motion of Brother Tobias is out of order. This convention
has already held that so much of the Constitution as applied to the Commanderyin-Chief should go into effect immediately.
I ask a decision of the chair upon my
point of order.
The Commandebin-Chief:
I do not think this motion is iD order; not because
of the point of order raised by Colonel Bundy, but because it is not germane.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: Didn't we decide that a certain part of the Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations should take effect immediately?
Now, have we not
a right to say when certain other parts or amendments to the Constitution
shall
take effect ?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Of course we have. The question is upon the amend
I do not think the motion of General Tobias is in order, because, in the first
ment.
He proposed to make something
place, we have not as yet adopted the provision.
take effect before we have adopted it.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: I beg the Commander's pardon; my motion is to
add this provision.
My motion is to add to the original amendment a provision
that it is not to go into effect until the meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief in 1892,
at the next annual Encampment.
The Commandek-in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Tobias, of New York, as an
amendment to the amendment offered, that this amendment shall not take effect
until the meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief in 1892.
That amendment is seconded
The question is now upon the amendment
by Colonel Stevens, of Massachusetts.
offered by General Tobias.
Bbo. John Lynoh, Jr., of Illinois: Commander, I ask for a ruling on the point
of order as to whether the motion of General Tobias is in order or not.
new Constitution
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Commander-in-Chief:

I

think it is in order. Those in favor of the amendment
will say Aye.
Those opposed, No. A division is called
for. Those in favor of the motion will rise to their feet, and stand till they are
counted.
Those opposed will rise. Twenty-three having voted in the affirmative,
and 20 in the negative, the amendment prevails.
The question is now on the adop
tion of the proposed amendment to the Constitution as amended.
Those in favor
of the same will say Aye.
Those opposed, No. The ayes have it, and the amend
offered by General Tobias

to the Constitution is adopted as amended by the amendment
of General
Tobias, to take effect at the meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief in 1892.
ment

Chairman Abbott: Now, recommendation No. 5, in the report of the Inspection
Committee, which the Committee on Officers" Reports does not concur in, is as fol
lows:
Fifth. That the inspection be made by a committee of three, headed by the In
spector General, who shall detail the remaining two members.
That ends the report of the Committee on Officers' Reports.
It is signed, " Yours,
in F., C. and L., G. B. Abbott, chairman, William E. Bundy, John H. Pickett. B. W.
Frauenthal, H. 0. Bixby.
Minneapolis, Minn., August 28. 1891."
If there is no objection, the report of the Committee
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
on Officers" Reports in regard to this recommendation will be concurred in. The
The next business in order is the report of
chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
The Major General will assume
the Committee on the Addington Court-martial.
command of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Major General Loebenstein asumed the chair.
Judge-Advooate
Gknekal Weeks: General, I move you that, upon the receipt of
the report of this committee, 15 minutes be allowed either side on the presentation
of the appeal.
Col. W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: General, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Col.. C. J. Deckman, chairman of the Committee on the Addington Court-martial,
submitted the following report:
To the Commandery-in-Chief, Sous of Veterans, U.S.A.:
We, your committee to whom was referred the matter of the courtBkotheus
martial of Col. George Addington, of the Division of New York, would respectfully
report that we have examined the same as thoroughly as our limited time would
permit, and after consideration of the same we are of the opinion that the findings
and sentence of said court-martini are not sustained by sufficient evidence.
AVe therefore recommend that said findings and sentence be disapproved by this

Commandery-in-Chief.
Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L.,
Chableh J. Deckman, Chairman.
Moses P. O'Bbien.
Geoboe H. Hiibi.btit.
The Presiding Officer: In accordance with the ruling of the chair in the Payne
court-martial, the report of the committee has been received by this Encampment,
and argument upon the appeal now pending before the Encampment is in order.
Colonel Addington or his counsel is entitled to the floor.
Colonel Addington addressed the Commandery for one hour in support of his
appeal. He was followed by Col. Job E. Hedges, of New York, in support of the
findings of the court-martial; and other brothers took part in the discussion.
Bro. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: General, in order to bring this matter
properly before this body, I move you that it be —
Resolved, That the Commandery-in-Chief do, and it hereby does, approve of the
findings and sentence of the court-martial In re Addington.
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Bbo. John Lynch, Jr., of Illinois: General, I ask that the findings of that courtmartial be read at length.
The charges, specifications, and findings were read.
Bbo. John Lynch, Jr., of Illinois: Now, General, I move that the findings of the
court-martial on the first charges be approved, and that the findings of the courtmartial on the second charges be not approved — that is, on the supplemental charges.
Col. W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: General, I do not think we are getting at this prop
erly. The committee have brought in this report, and with it a recommendation.
We are ignoring their recommendation and report altogether. The only thing really
in order is the report of the committee. What shall we do with the report of the
committee?
The Pbesiding Ofeiceb: The chair has ruled upon that, following in the line of
the ruling made this morning, when the report of the committee on the Payne case
was being considered, that the instructions of this committee when appointed were
to report merely, and it waB not in their province to make any recommendations.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: General, there being no second to Brother
Lynoh's motion, I desire to second the resolution offered by Brother Krackowizer.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: General, I move, as a substitute for that resolution!
that we concur in the recommendation of the committee.
Bbo. Isaac Cutteb, of Illinois: I second the motion.
The adoption of the substitute was discussed by Brothers Tobias, Weeks, Krack
owizer. and McCrillis.
Judge-Advocate Genebal Weeks: General, with the permission of Colonel
Bundy, I move that the Commandery-in-Chief approve the findings of the court, ex

cept those relating to money, and sustain the sentence of the court: I offer that as a
substitute.
Col. W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: General, I withdraw my substitute, with the permis
sion of my second, and accept the suggestion of General Weeks.
Judoe-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Colonel Bundy 's substitute being withdrawn,
my substitute is accepted by the mover of the original motion.
The Pbesidino Offices: The question is now upon the motion as amended,
that the findings of the court upon the first charges, and the sentence, be sustained;
and upon the supplemental charges, be not sustained.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: That is the sentence of the court?
Judoe- Advocate Genebal Weeks: The sentence of the court.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: That does not include the addenda of the Com

mander-in-Chief?
The chair put the question on the motion as amended by the substitute of Gen
eral Weeks, and the motion was agreed to unanimously.
Bbo. C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: General, if I am in order, I have a report to
make from the elective members of the Council-in-Chief.
Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: Brothers, before we take up any other business, I
I sat still during the pend
want the floor for a moment on a question of privilege.
ency of the question which you have just disposed of. I now want to disclaim
that at this time or at any time during my office have I had a desire or an intention
to persecute any member of the Order.
The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.
Gen. Geo. W. Pollitt. of New Jersey: Commander, is it time for the report of
special committee?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I think the reports of regular committees have prec
is in order.
edence.
The report of the elective members of the Council-in-Cliief
a
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Bro. C. A. Bookwalteb submitted the following report from the elective members
of the Council-in-Chief :
To the Officers and Members of the Tenth Annual Encampment, Sons of Veterans,! '.S. A.
Brothers — The undersigned, elective members of the Council-in-Chief, beg leave
to report that we have carefully examined and compared the books and accounts of
the Adjutant General and Quartermaster General, and find the same to be correct,
with the following exception:
The Quartermaster General, in his cash entries, has overcharged himself $5 on
acoount of postage, and 50 cents on account of Addington court-martial, and is

therefore entitled to a credit of $5.50.
We recommend that said amount be repaid such officer.
The members of the Council-in-Chief desire, in closing this report, to extend their
thanks to Adjutant General Herod and Quartermaster General Hazelton, for the as
sistance they have given the Auditing Committee.
C. A. Bookwalter, Chairman.
Henby Fbazee.
Dudley P. Pubbeck.
Niles L. Habbison.
Moser P. O'Beien.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the report. If there is no
objection, the report will be adopted. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Gen. G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I desire to make a report as
chairman of the special committee appointed to wait upon the Ladies' Aid Encamp
ment this morning.
I would report that in company with the other members of the
committee we waited upon the Ladies' Aid this morning, and were received by them
cordially and pleasantly, and they tendered a vote of thanks to the Commandery-inC'hief for the kindness shown them, and expressed the hope that their relations with
us would always be as pleasant and satisfactory as at present.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the report of the special com
A brother has
mittee will be adopted. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
come from North Dakota with a communication, as follows:
27. 1891.
Wahpeton, N. D., August
■ /-ii
n
o < it
15
General Webb, Commander-in-Chief,
S.
of V .:
Schuler,
This will introduce to you Bro. Gustave
of Camp No. C. Wahpeton. N. D..
who comes to interview you regarding our annexation as a Division to South Da
kota Division, S. of V. He will present to you the feelings of the members of the
Wahpeton Camp, and also the averse feelings of the other Camps toward annexation
Yours, in F., C. and L.,
now in this Division.
Eugene L. Kinney.

j

lnru

The brother is here, and assures me that he can go to work and revive five of
those Camps. The matter can be easily disposed of. I would suggest that the in
coming Commander be instructed, when five Camps have been revived in good
standing, to return the charter. That can, perhaps, be taken by consent.
There being no objection, the Commander-in-Chief elect is so instructed.
There is a communication from George T. Brown, Past Commander-in-Chief, and
also a telegram from Past Commander-in-Chief

Griffin, which the Adjutant General

will read.
The Adjutant

General read the communications referred to, as follows:
Valpabaiso, Ind., August 28, 1891.
To the National Encampment, S. of V., Gen. Leland J. Webb. Commanding:
Regrets that sickness prevented my attendance, and congratulations upon the
successful close of your administration and the spLendid work of this Encampment.
Chabl.es F. Gbiffin.
Gen. Leland

J.

Brooklyn, N. Y., August
Webb, Commander-in-Chief,

etc.:

23, 1891.

My Dear General. — More than words can express, do I regret that imperative
business matters keep me in New York city for the coming week, and thus prevent
my attendance as an interested on looker at the Encampment about opening.
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I congratulate yon, General, upon the proud privilege you have in presiding at
this Encampment, when for the first time in the history of the Order are gathered
in harmony and unity accredited representatives of one grand body embracing all
organized Sons of Veterans. To you, sir, and to the able committee of your appoint
ment. Brothers Pollitt, Clarkson, Hatch. Perkins, and Porter, assisted in no small
degree by my friend and brother, Bartow S. Weeks, your Judge-Advocate General,
The Order of Sons
is due the credit for bringing about this most desirable result.
of Veterans is now entirely able to devote its vast abilities to extending its influence
and exemplifying its precepts, unhindered by interneciary strife. From henceforth
may no contention exist amongst us, "save only that noble contention, who best
*You may weil, I am sure, sir, look baok with pride and
can work and best agree."
That this unity of interest is
satisfaction upon the success of your administration.
for the benefit of the Order, is already being demonstrated in New York, and the
Empire State serves notice that she will ere long contest for first place in the ranks
of Sons of Veterans.
Permit me to offer, dear General, just one little suggestion. We are following
quite closely in the footsteps of the Grand Army of the Republic, and are destined
Would it not be in the line
soon to take its place, with all its duties and privileges.
of bringing our body into a closer communion with that organization to hold our
next National Encampment at the same time and place as theirs? They have al
ready made their selection -Washington, the capital of our nation. What more fit
ting place for such a reunion?
Aside from any sentiment, however, my own experience has been that the Grand
Army, as a body, has yet much to learn touching our Order. Then, again, the in
ducements as to rates of transportation and other accommodations have made the
Grand Army gatherings matters of national renown, and would also tend to bring
together a larger number of Sons of Veterans than would be obtainable under ordi
nary circumstances.
With best wishes for the entire success of the coming Encampment, I beg to remain
Geo. T. Bbown.
Yours, in F., C. and L.,
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Next hi order is the reception and reference of com
munications.
The following letter was received from the Minneapolis Industrial Exposition:

J.

Gen. Leland

Sib — I

Minneapolis,

Minn., August 28, 1891.

Webb, Commander-in-Chief. Sons of Veterans,

U. S.

A.:

by our board of directors to extend to you, and through
you to your Command, their most sincere and hearty thanks for the part taken by
yon in the parade on the 26th inst., which contributed so largely to its success.
W. M. Bbackett, Secretary and General Manager.
Very truly yours,
am instructed

The following telegram was received,

read, and placed on file:

Newton,

Shiloh

J.

Kas., August 27, 1891.

Webb, Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans:
Camp No. 30, Kansas Division, sends greetings to the National

Gen. Leland
ment.

Encamp
Howaed Judkinb, First Lieutenant.

Adji-tant Genebal

Hebod: Commander, Brother Addington desires his name
as a Past Colonel of the New
upon the roll of the Commandery-in-Chief
York Division, and I ask for instruction.
The Commandee-in-Chief: Brother Addington, of New York, asks that his name
be placed upon the roll of this Commandery-in-Chief as a Past Colonel of the New
York Division. The Commander-in-Chief decided, in an official decision which is
now on file, that under section 3, article VI, of chapter V, reading as follows: "When
ever any past officer shall be convicted of any offense, he may be punished as pro
vided for by these rules and regulations, and he shall also forfeit all honors and
privileges of past rank,'' that upon the conviction of Colonel Addington by the
court-martial he forfeited all honors of past rank. I now hold that he is not enti
tled to membership in the Commandery-in-Chief under that provision. This decision,

entered

of course, is subject to be appealed from by any member of the Commandery-inChief.
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Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I do not think I will put it as a point
of order, but I should like to ask you for information; did we not approve the find
ing and sentence of that court with the exception of all charges referring to the
misappropriation of money, or embezzlement?
Adjutant General Herod: I think not.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: And did not that court recommend that Brother Addington be allowed to retain his past rank?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Yes, sir: the court so recommended.
Col. W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: And are we not acting* under the new Constitution,
at least so far as the tail end of this appeal is concerned, in which there is no such
provision as the Commander quoted?
The Commandek-in-Chief: This conviction was had, and the finding and sentence
of the court promulgated, and the ruling of the Commander-in-Chief made, long be
fore the adoption of the new Constitution, and the ruling of the Commandery-inChief here to-day was, that as to all the charges except those pertaining to money,
the findings and sentence of the court be approved; as to those which related to
That was the
money matters, the misappropriation of money, it was disapproved.
action of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, will not the record show that I distinctly
asked, in order to bring it before this Encampment at the time, if the motion meant
only the findings of the court, and not the findings of the Commander-in-Chief?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That is what Colonel Bundy asked.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Then have we not given Colonel Addington his past
rank already?
No, sir; because the question of the ruling of the
The Commander-in-Chief:
Commander had not been presented: it had never been presented formally to the
In the report of the Commander-in-Chief every one of these
Commandery-in-Chief.
decisions is referred to as having been made, but too lengthy to be printed in the
report, but as in the hands of the Adjutant General. This report, this decision, is
in the hands of the Adjutant General, and is one that was made at the time, or after
the time, of the promulgating of the findings and sentence of the court-martial, be

I examined carefully, and it
The inquiry of Colonel Bundy was, "That does
not include the addenda of the Commander-in-Chief?"
and it was answered very
properly " No," because that was not pending before the Commandery-in-Chief at
that time.
Col. W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: Commander, the court recommended that he retain
his past rank, and we have approved that recommendation.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Whatever the court might do was one thing. What
the Constitution provides is another thing.
They recommended
something which
the Constitution
itself absolutely prohibited.
Neither the court nor any officer
of the Commandery-in-Chief at the time this thing occurred had any power to do
that which was recommended
by the court, however lenient we might want to be.
It all transpired under the Constitution as a matter of law.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I will submit to the ruling of the chair,
cause 1 had very serious doubts concerning it, and so

was announced in General Orders.

but I believe there is a unanimity of opinion on this question, and that every
brother here believeB that Colonel Addington was to retain his past rank under the
motion that prevailed. I am sure I was positive of it. But, inasmuch ns you have
not so ruled, I move you that Col. George Addington be granted a seat upon the
floor of the Commandery-in-Chief as a Past Colonel of the New York Division.
Col. F. 0. Wilkinson, of Ohio: Commander. I second the motion.
Col. F. MoCrillis, of Illinois: Commander, I rise to a point of order. The mo

PROCEEDINGS

OF COVNGIL-IN-CHIEF.

829

tion is in violation of the Constitution.
Is it not a fact that this Constitution must
be suspended, or at least this provision of it, before we can take this action.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: There is no such provision in the Constitution.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair rules that the new Constitution does not
But
apply in this case. The punishment was inflicted under the old Constitution.
the Commandery-in-Chief
has the power to place the name of any brother upon
the roll of the Commandery-in-Chief, if it wants to; it cannot restore past rank to a
brother who has lost it under the Constitution, but I suppose it is in the power of
the Commandery-in-Chief to place the name of any brother on the roll.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I desire to offer an amendment. I move
to amend the motion by including in it the name of Walter S. Payne, in order that
he also may be restored to past honors.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Commander, I second the motion.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I only want to call atten
tion to this fact, if at this late hour we are to enter into this technical parliamentary
maneuvering, there is one maneuver that will settle the hash of this whole business —

Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order. My point
of order is this, that the entire Payne matter was considered, and then a motion was
made to reconsider, and the motion to reconsider was lost. It is, therefore, alto
gether out of order at this time to take up the Payne matter again at any sitting
of this Encampment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The point of order is not well taken. The original
motion was, to place the name of a certain brother upon the roll of the Commanderyin-Chief, and the amendment is, to include in the original motion a certain other
The amendment is in order.
brother.
Col. F. McCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, I must, say that I do not like this
Each
way of doing business. It is not right to couple these two cases together.
case should stand upon its own merits, and be considered separately and acted upon
independently of the other.
Bbo. R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I withdraw my amendment.
Judqe-Advocate Genebal Weeks: Commander, Colonel Addington still owes the
New York Division money. He has promised to pay, but has not done it. I do not
want to reopen this case, and will not unless obliged to; but as long as the present
condition of affairs exists, and his relation to the Division is as it is, I do not,
think this motion ought to be pressed, or ought to prevail if it is pressed.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, Colonel Addington admits that he owes
the New York Division a certain sum of money. He denies that he owes it to them
in any dishonorable way, but nevertheless he still owes them a certain sum of money.
That being true, with the consent of my second, and at his own request, I will with
draw my motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The next
Colonel Bundy withdraws his motion.
business in order is the report of the Council-in-Chief.
The Adjutant General then read the minutes of the proceedings of the Council-inChief at its various sessions.
PBOCEEDINOS

OF

THE COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF,

SONS

OF

VETEKANB, U. 8. A.

Tuesday, August 25, 1891.
The Council-in-Chief was called to order by Commander-in-Chief Webb, and
roll-call showed the following members present:
Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief.
Rudolph Lokbf.nstein, Major General.
Clay D. Hebod, Adjutant General.
Fbed. S. Hazelton. Quartermaster General.
Baktow S. Weeks, Judge-Advocate General.

a
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Geoboe W. Pollitt, Chief Mustering Officer.
Makvin £. Hall, Inspector General.
Moses P. O'Bbien, D. B. Pubbeck, N. L. Habbibon, and Henby Fbazee, elective
members.

Bill of Mary Broderson for $2.40, services as stenographer for the Committee on
Ritual, presented, and, upon motion, allowed.
Bill of Col. Harry S. Fuller for $12, expenses as member of Committee on Mili
tary Rank, presented, and on motion allowed.
Bill of Judge-Advocate General Weeks, for $13, expenses as such officer, pre
sented, and on motion allowed.
Moved by Quartermaster General Hazelton that the Council-in-Chief adjourn to
meet at the call of the Commander-in-Chief.
Agreed to.
Thursday, August 27, 1891.
Council-in-Chief met at call of Commander-in-Chief at 7:30 p.m.
A call of the roll showed the following officers and members present: Webb.
Loebenstein, Herod, Hall, Hazelton, Pollitt, Weeks, Wood, Bookwalter. O'Brien.
Harrison, Purbeck. and Frazee.
Bills of the following brothers for railroad fare and hotel expenses in attendance
upon the tenth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief were presented and al
lowed: Moses P. O'Brien, $32.10: D. B. Purbeck, $83; Henry Frazee, $76: C. A.
Bookwalter, $48: R. Loebenstein, $51.45; D. W. Wood, $48.25:* M. E. Hall. $120.43:
G. W. Pollitt, $81.50; C. A. C. Garst, $19.15; Clay D. Herod, $37.80.
Bill of W. S. Garber, for $64.50, hotel and railroad expenses, while in attendance
upon this Encampment, was presented and allowed.
Bill of J. V. B. Clarkson, of $2.75, expenses as member of Transportation Com
mittee, presented and allowed.
Bills of the following brothers, for expenses on the Revision Committee, pre
sented and allowed: E.W. Hatch. $87.50: O. B. Brown. $76.85: J. B. Maccabe, $152.25:
J. W. Newton, $78.35; E. W. Krackowizer, $61.65; G. W. Stadden, $64.50: H. 8. Fuller.
$53.90.

Bill of George T. Brown, Commander-in-Chief

of the Post system, for $134.20.
incurred in effecting consolidation, presented, and upon motion of Brother
Bookwalter. seconded by Brother Frazee, was allowed.
On motion of Brother Hall, seconded by Brother Pollitt, the Commandery-in
Chief per capita tax was fixed at four cents per quarter as heretofore.
Moved by Brother Bookwalter, seconded by Brother Hall, that $3,000 be appro
priated for clerical help at Commandery-in-Chief headquarters for ensuing year, in
cluding salaries of Adjutant General and Quartermaster General.
Moved by Bookwalter, seconded by Webb, that the Commander-in-Chief, Adju
tant General and Quartermaster General eaoh give bond in the sum of $10,000, the
sureties of each of which shall be at least two residents of the city in which such of
ficer resides, and one of whom shall be a freeholder, and said surety shall qualify in
double the amount of the bond, said bonds to be approved by the three elective
members of the Council-in-Chief, and be held by the chairman thereof.
On motion, the Council-in-Chief took recess until 12:15 p.m., Friday, August 28.
expenses

Col. C. E. Holmes, of New York: Commander, I move that the report of the
proceedings of the Council-in-Chief be adopted.
Col. L. D. Lyon, of South Dakota: Commander, I second the motion.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move an amendment, to wit, that the
be put at three
per capita tax to be paid by Divisions to the Commandery-in-Chief
cents instead of four cents, and I make that motion by reason of instructions from
our Division Encampment.
Bbo. F. O. Wilkinson, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
Col. W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander. I desire to call attention to a few facts.
We had two court-martial proceedings last year that, alone, cost the Order as much
Under
as this retrenchment will amount to, and we will not have them this year.
the splendid law drawn up by the Judge-Advocate General, which has become a part
of the Constitution, we cannot in any event have any more such expensive courtsmartial, and this fact alone will justify us in making this reduction of the per capita
tax. The expenses of the Addington court-martial, including the necessary expenses
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of the Commander-in-Chief to New York, amount to about $1,400. That expense
we will not have again.
The expense of the Payne court-martial we will not have
We have cut down other expenses, and I am
again. We have cut off extra officers.
sure the Commandery-in-Chief can get along now with the per capita tax of three
cents per quarter instead of four. I am willing to rest my argument upon these
two points alone.
The Commander-in-Chief called the Major General to the chair.
Col. C. J. Deckman, of Ohio: General, I move an amendment to the amendment,
that the per capita tax be fixed at 'i\ cents per quarter.
Col. F. McCrillib, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
Col. C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: General, I move the previous question.
Col. C. E. Holmes, of New York: I second the motion.
The previous question was ordered.
The Pbesiding Offices: The previous question having been ordered, the question
is on the original motion, which is the adoption of the report of the Council-in-Chief.
All those in favor of the motion will signify the same by saying Aye. Those op
The ayes have it, and the report of the Council-in-Chief is concurred in.
posed, No.
Col. F. McCbillis, of Illinois: General, I move the Commandery do now take a
recess until half-past eight o'clock.

The Pbesiding Offices: The chair hears no second to the motion, and the Com
mandery will proceed with the regular order, which is the report of the Committee
Colonel Young, of Washington, is chairman of that committee.
on Resolutions.
Colonel Young, of Washington, submitted the following report from the Com
mittee on Resolutions:
To the Officers and Members

Chief:

of

the Tenth

Annual Encampment of

the

Commandery-in-

We, your Committee on Resolutions, beg leave to submit the following resolutions:
Resolved, That the thanks of the Tenth Annual Encampment of the Commanderyin-Chief. Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., be and are hereby extended to Commander-inChief Leland J. Webb, and to the other officers of the Commandery-in-Chief, for the
magnificent manner in which they have discharged their respective duties; and be

it further

Resolved, That Adjutant General Clay D. Herod and Quartermaster General Fred.
for the
S. Hazelton are accorded the especial thanks of the Commandery-in-Chief
faithful, conscientious and efficient manner in which they have discharged the duties
of their respective offices.
Resolved, That the thanks of the Commandery-in-Chief are due to Geo. N. Morgan
Camp No. 4, L. P. Plummer Camp No. 9, and to the Division of Minnesota; to the
comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic; to the Woman's Relief Corps and the
Ladies" Aid Society; and to the mayor and citizens of the city of Minneapolis, for
their very cordial and enthusiastic welcome extended to us, and for the entertain
ment given us during our Encampment.
Resolved, That we extend to the press of this city our hearty thanks and appre
ciation for the uniformly courteous treatment accorded us, and for the full and
impartial reports of the proceedings of this Encampment.
Whebeas, The principles of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., are Friendship, Charity,
and Loyalty, and members of the Order are always willing to extend a fraternal hand
to an organization conducted upon these principles; and

Whebeas, The National Alliance, Daughters of Veterans, is

a

youthful order, which

has nailed to its mast-head these principles, and is laboring assiduously to instill into
the minds and hearts of the citizens of our loved country lessons of patriotism: be

it. therefore,

Resolved, That the Tenth Annual Encampment of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.,
heartily indorse the principles and objects of the Daughters of Veterans.
Resolved, That the Tenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, in
Encampment assembled, views with great satisfaction the fact that the bonds of fra
ternity are being cemented more closely than ever between the Ladies' Aid Society
and the Sons of Veterans, and that we take pleasure in extending to the Ladies'
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Aid Society of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., our cordial greetings and our assur
ances of confidence and encouragement.
Resolved, That the Colonels of Divisions be required to report to the Commanderin-Chief, within thirty days from the close of this Encampment, the name of a brother
of their respective Divisions as a member of the "National Press Committee.'' and
that the list of brothers so recommended shall be announced in General Orders by
the Commander-in-Chief.
Respectfully submitted, in F.. C. and L..
E. W. Young, Chairman.
Geo VV. Wing.
H. M. Rebele.
Thkodobe A. Babton.
F. P. Corbick.

Col. E.

VV.

Whebeas.
for its object
the late war:
Whereas.
otic fathers:

Young, of Washington:

Now, there is

a

further resolution, as follows:

The National G. A. R. Memorial College, located at Oberlin, Kas., having
the free education of the sons and daughters of the Union soldiers of
and.

The benefits of this benevolent enterprise come to us

as sons

of patri

Resolved. That we indorse said college and recommend it as being worthy of our
recognition and support, and that the various Divisions and Camps of our Order
contribute not only of their influence, but render such financial aid as will help to
make permanent this national monument to our appreciation and memory of the
heroic sacrifices of our fathers..

I laid this last resolution aside in order to have Colonel Jones, of Kansas, called
on for an explanation.
Col. F. MoCbillih, of Illinois: General, I move the adoption of the report of the
Committee on Resolutions, with the exception of the last resolution, indicated by
the chairman.
Bbo. W. S. Obkbdorf, of New York: General. I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Gen. C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: General, I move that we do now adopt the
resolution from Kansas without any remarks.
Col. C. E. Holmes, of New York: General, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.
I will
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Next in order is the installation of officers.
detail Col. Frank McCrillis. of Illinois, to install the officers.
Fuller,
Commander-in-Chief
elect Bartow S. Weeks, Senior Vice-Commander
Junior Vice-Commander Bookwalter, and Bro. Morris, of Council-in-Chief, were duly
'nstalled for the ensuing year.
On assuming command, the Commander-in-Chief
said:

Brothers. I thank you very kindly, but our time is short, and we cannot remain
here much longer, as the hall is engaged for this evening, so I will not detain you
with further speech at this time.

Past Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: Commander. I take great pleasure in pinning
upon your breast the badge of office which my predecessor gave me. I hope that
you may wear it as proudly and honorably as he did.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I thank you, and pray earnestly that I may wear it
as well as my two predecessors.
Bbo. E. W. Kbackowizek. of Wisconsin: Commander-in-Chief, there has devolved
upon me a duty both solemn and pleasant, which at this time and in this place, es
pecially at this altar, it becomes a privilege to perform. The administration just
come to a close marks the end of the first ten years of the history of our Order, and
marks with it an era of youthful growth and youthful error. That the retiring
Commander-in-Chief has cemented the brotherhood of the Sons of Veterans of the
United States, wide as the Union and deep and solid as its foundation, is the happy
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omen with which his successor, who, with his brothers from the united Division of
New York, brought this altar to us, now assumes command; and in the name of the
brothers of this now thoroughly united brotherhood, and in the presence, as good
fortune would have it, of our old comrades, by whose kind indulgence we are in this
hall, it devolves upon me to ask in tones of command that Bro. Leland J. Webb
come to this altar. Will he do it? [Brother Webb approached the altar. |
But a few years ago we knew nothing of you, except you wore the badge as a
member of the Grand Army. As one who in a weak but strenuous way has sought
'o serve you, with your other brothers, faithfully, and as one who with you now re
joices in the fact that you are again one of us upon our own level, I am instructed,
in behalf of the Commandery-in-Chief, to present to you this badge in token of our
esteem, of our warm, true, and loyal friendship; in token of all that which mere
words cannot express, but which the broken tones of your voice have often echoed
to us upon this floor during the past week; that sympathetic touch of kinship and
fellowship in Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty; and so, without further words, I ask
you to accept it as it is offered, in the spirit of true brotherhood, and pin it upon
the breast of your daughter when the time shall come when you say farewell to all of
us.
God bless you, Brother Webb.
Past Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: Commander-in-Chief, officers and brothers of
the Commandery-in-Chief, and comrades of the Grand Army: If I had been called
upon in advance to designate some brother in your behalf to represent you in the
presentation of this beautiful token of your esteem, I do not know of any that I
could with more pleasure have designated than my brother Krackowizer, of Wis
consin. .Speaking of those who were here in the early days, those with whom I have
been associated in the past ten years, reminds me of brothers all over the land, near
and dear to me by virtue of constant, persistent, earnest service for the Sons of
Veterans. While I do not claim to have accomplished as much as others, it has al
ways been my desire to do all that I could to build up the Order of the Sons of Vet
You have often heard me lifting my voice for our common cause, and I
erans.
cannot say anything at this time to add to that which you have heard me say con
cerning our organization, and my love, not only of its objects, but my esteem, my
fraternal regard, for all the members of the Order, all of whom are very near and
dear to me, and some as much so as if they were my own blood and kin — ties that
have been welded by virtue of long years of service in this organization.
I can only
say. in addition to what I said when you gave me the next highest emblem of the Order
— t he gold cross of the Order — for what you were pleased to term, at that time, " ser
vice all along the line," that I thank you, and will strive to prove myself worthy of
the confidence reposed in me, and worthy of the kindly expressions of the Order
everywhere for what was supposed to be upon my part a good service; and yet it
was not as good as it might have been. Having been honored with the highest
office in the gift of the Order, and now to be presented at your hands with the
emblem and evidence of service in that office, my feelings overcome me. Our law
provides for the presentation of the gold star of the Order to the retiring Com
mander-in-Chief ; knowing this, my brothers, I cannot plead surprise for failing to
find language to express my thanks; but I beg you, one and all, to believe that Le
land J. Webb will endeaver to prove himself worthy of all the honors you have
Once upon
heaped upon him. He cannot do it, but he will ever strive to do so.
a time I gave a friend a small jewel; he afterward wrote me: "I shall always wear
Let us hope that our friendship shall not dim until its
it in remembrance of you.
sparkle dies away." So I say to you, as the representatives of this grand organiza
tion, so long as the beautiful jewels with which this emblem is studded shall shed
their brilliant rays, just so long may our organization continue to disseminate the
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undying principles upon which it is founded; and as you go to your homeB. please
remember that I shall always remember you, and hold all of you very dear in Friend
ship, in Charity, and in Loyalty.
Gen. R. Tobias, of New York: Commander, I move you that the thanks of this
Commandery-in-Chief be tendered to the Grand Army Post for the use of their hall,
and to the city press for courtesies, etc.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Those matters are covered by the report of the Com
mittee on Resolutions, and the motion is not necessary.
Majob General Loebenstein:
Commander, I move that the reading of the min
utes of this the Tenth Annual Encampment be dispensed with, and that said minutes
be approved without reading, as taken down by the official stenographer.
Col. F. McCbillib, of Illinois: I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, before we take recess, I desire to announce
my staff for the ensuing year, which will be installed this evening in parlor 308, West
Hotel, to which place the Comniandery-in-Chief will take recess immediately after
the announcement of the staff.
Adjutant General — Raphael Tobias, of New York.
Quartermaster General — J. V. B. Clarkson, of New York.
Inspector General
Henry Frazee, of Ohio.
Surgeon General — Frank At. Gier, of Michigan.
Judge- Advocate General — R. Shaw Van, of Iowa.
W. Pollitt, of New Jersey.
Chaplain-in-Chief—Oeotge
Commandant of the Military Rank — Col. Geo. H. Hurlbut, of Illinois.
Committee on Military Rank
Col. E. H. Milham, of Minnesota; Col. G. B. Stadden, of Illinois; Col. H. W. Wessells. of Connecticut; Col. H. B. Baguley, of West Vir
ginia.
I should state that the Committee on Military Rank is selected after consultation
with and upon the recommendation of the Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief. who
will have charge, as far as it lies in the power of the Commander-in-Chief to delegate
such authority, of that, department of the Order.
A motion is now in order to take
a recess to meet at parlor 308, West Hotel, at 9 o'clock.
Col. F. MoCbillih. of Illinois: Commander, I move that we do now take recess
until 9 o'clock, at which hour to meet at parlor 308, West Hotel.
The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to. and the Commandery-in-Chief took a recess until 9
o'clock p. M.

FRIDAY EVENING SESSION.
August 28, 1891.
The Commandery-in-Chief was called to order by Commander-in-Chief Weeks, in
parlor 308, West Hotel, at 9:30 o'clock p. m.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Brothers, having announced the appointments upon
my staff, the next business in order is the installation of staff officers.
I have re
quested the retiring Commander-in-Chief, Gen. Leland J. Webb, to install them.
Bros. Raphael Tobias, of New York; J. V. B. Clarkson, of New York: Henry
Frazee. of Ohio; Frank M. Gier. of Michigan; R. Shaw Van, of Iowa; George W.
New Jersey; and George H. Hurlbut, of Illinois, were respectively in
stalled in due form, as Adjutant General, Quartermaster General, Inspector General,
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Surgeon General, Judge-Advocate General, Chaplain-in-Chief, and Commandant of
Military Rank, and forthwith entered upon the duties of their offices.
Gen. C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, there is a final report from the
Council-in-Chief, the report of the proceedings of the last meeting of the Councilin-Chief, yet to be acted npon by the Commandery.
The Commandeb-in-Chikf: The Commandery -in-Chief will hear the final report
of the Council-in-Chief.
The Adjutant Genebal, submitted the following report from the Council-inChief:
the

PBOOEEDINOS OF THE COUNOIL-IN-CHIBF,

SONS

OF

VETERANS, U. 8. A.

Friday, August 28, 1891.
The Council-in-Chief met pursuant to call, with Commander-in-Chief Leland J.
Webb in the chair. The following members answered to roll-call: Weeks, Herod,
Hazelton, Follitt, Bookwalter.
On motion of Brother Bookwalter, Gen. B. S. Weeks's bill for expenses as JudgeAdvocate General in attending the Commandery-in-Chief, $76, was allowed.
On motion of Brother Bookwalter, the account of E. C. Kieb for services at ste
nographer in the Adjdington court-martial, $834, was allowed.
On motion of Bro. C. A. Bookwalter, the account of N. L. Harrison for railroad
and hotel expenses for attending the present Encampment, $78.25, was allowed.
On motion of General Pollitt, the account of Col. E. H. Milham, for railroad and
hotel expenses in attending the present Encampment, was allowed. Whereupon, on motion, the Council-in-Chief
adjourned to meet on call of the
Commander-in-Chief.
Gen. G. W.

Pollitt:

Commander,

I

move that the report of the Council-in-Chief

be approved.

G. H. Hublbut, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Col. C. F. M0BBI8ON, of Montana: Commander, I move we adjourn sine die.
Past Commander-in-Chief Webb: Commander-in-Chief, I wish to make a further
suggestion of what I did not say this afternoon, because, in the fullness of my heart,
I could not say it. I want to say, that whatever of success, whatever of credit, is due
to the retiring administration, belongs to the Lieutenant General, the Major General,
the Council-in-Chief,
the members of my staff, and the Colonels of Divisions.
I
want this made a matter of record, so that, when the proceedings are published, it
may be known that I have given credit where credit is due.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: General Webb, although it may not seem entirely
proper, coming from one who was a member of your staff, I feel that I voice the
sentiment of the entire Commandery-in-Chief when I say, that above and beyond all
the efforts of those whom you have named, stands the confidence of the Order in
yourself and the good judgment of the presiding genius of the administration, and
we will not allow yon, in your modesty, to withhold from yourself at least a very
large portion of the credit.
Past Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: Commander, there is another matter that I
wish to bring before the Commandery. When I was here in June, I learned from the
committee that they were not likely to raise money enough to pay the bills. I told
them that while it was true there was a resolution which authorized us to assist and
expend as much money as might be necessary in the way of prizes, etc.. we didn't
have the money; but if the committee were short, they having offered these prizes

Col.

in the interest of and for the good of the Order, I would recommend that, whatever
This after
they might be short, the Commandery-in-Chief assist them in raising.
noon I have been advised that they are more than $500 short, including their prizes.
Now, it occurs to me that the local committee has done all that it could do — it has
raised the most of the money — and I am informed that $500 will let them out. and
I move you that there be appropriated in favor of the local committee, to assist
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them in paying their prizes and other expenses, the sum of $500. to be paid by the
Commander-in-Chief whenever the finances of the Order will justify it. and not be
fore.

Pollitt. of New Jersey: I second the motion.
Gkn. R. Tobias, of New York: Commander, I move an amendment, for the ben
efit of the Commander-in-Chief 's office, that when the bills are sent into headquarters
they be receipted, so that we can have a record of it.
Genebal Clabkhon, of New York: Commander, I would like to ask to whom this
money should be paidf
Past Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: My motion was, that it was to be paid to the
local committee here, to assist them in meeting the liabilities which they have in
curred on account of this meeting of the Commandery- in-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : What General Clarkson wants to ask is, who the
treasurer of that committee is.
Past Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: Bro. H. H. Martins is treasurer of the General
Arrangement Committee.
Colonel Clabkson, of New York: Commander, I move as An amendment that
the local committee send to the Commandery- in-Chief a detailed statement of the
expenses and of their receipts, other than the $500 appropriated by this Command ery-in-Chief ; so that we will have them as vouchers for the Commandery-in-Chief.
Past Commandeb-in-Chief Webb: Commander, I will accept that amendment.
The Commander-in-Chief
put the question, and the motion as amended was
Gem. G. W.

agreed

to.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: There being no further business
Commandery-in-Chief, we will proceed to close in regular form.
Commander-in-Chief

this

Bartow S. Weeks then closed the Encampment in due form.

BARTOW

RAPHAEL TOBIAS,

to come before

S.

WEEKS, Commander-in-Chief.

Adjutant General.
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The clnttw i>n title and third pages should Include " 28." Head : August '24,25, '26,27, '28,and 29.
In the roll ot officers and delegates, pages 6 to 9, note the following corrections.
The following
names should be marked with a ( * I, they being present : Delegate * E. W. Condlt, Colorado; Past Col.
•Geo. W. Kuowlton, Massachusetts;
Alternate *W. M. Winchester, Michigan; Alternate at Large *Z. T.
Burton, Montana; Delegate * F. C. Oluer, New York; Delegate at Large * II. S. Thompson, Khode Island.
The following names should appear In the printed roll, though not present : Past Col. Otis E. Gulley,
Indiana; Past Col. Will. K. West, Missouri. The following names should be erased from the printed
roll : Alternate Henry Abels, Illinois; Alternate F. C. Gluer, New York. Erase the (•) before the name
of Alternate Ohas E. Ilarbaugh, Kansas, as he was not present.
On page 206, near the top: Chapter V, section 1, seventh line, read $20 Instead of "$15."
ment on page 241. )

( See amend
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The following is a true and correct report of the proceedings of the Eleventh

Annual

Session

of the Commandery-in-Chief,

Sons

of Veterans, U. S. A.,
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Past Adjutant General.

Bartow

S.

A.D.
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1892.

Weeks,

Past Commander-in-Chief.

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS.
MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.
August 8, 1892.
The Commandery-in-Chief was called to order in Auditorium Hall at 4 o'clock
p.m., with Commander-in-Chief Bartow S. Weeks in the chair.
The Commandery-in-Chief was then opened in due form.
The Adjutant General called the roll of the Commandery-in-Chief offioers, and the
following officers answered present:
Commander-in-Chief, Bartow S. Weeks; Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, Harry
S. Fuller; Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief,
C. A. Bookwalter; Adjutant General,
Baphael Tobias; Quartermaster General, John V. B. Clarkson; Inspector General,
Henry Frazee; Judge- Advocate General, R. Shaw Van; Surgeon General, Frank M.
Gier; Chaplain-in-Chief, George W. Pollitt; Council-in-Chief, Isaac Cutter, William
A. Stevens; Commandant Sons of Veterans' Guards, George H. Hurlbut; Advisory
Board of Sons of Veterans' Guards, E. H. Milham, H. B. Baguley, H. W. Wessels.
The Commandkb-in-Chief: I will appoint the following brothers as the Com
mittee on Credentials: Adj. Gen. Raphael Tobias, of New York, (by virtue of his
office,) chairman; F. F. Drake, of Indiana; M. D. Friedman, of Alabama; Wheaton
F. Dowd, of Connecticut; and J. H. Wilkens, of Arkansas. That committee will meet
upon call of the ohairman.
suggest that they meet at once, and that the Com
mandery-in-Chief now take a recesB for 20 minutes, to enable that oommittee to
prepare and present their report.
Past Commander Fbank MoCbillis, of Illinois: Commander,
move we take a
recess for 20 minutes, to enable the Committee on Credentials to meet and prepare
their report.
Commander WinfieIjD Soott Obbbdobf, of New York: Commander, I second the
motion.
The motion was unanimously carried, and a recess for 20 minutes was taken.

I

I

4 :30 o'clook p. m.
The Commandery-in-Chief will please come to order.
Before hearing the report of the Committee on Credentials, I desire to announce
that to-morrow morning the delegates' badges will be given out, and after the dele
gates' badges are issued nobody will be allowed upon the floor of the Encampment
except delegates.
Visiting brothers will take seats in the gallery. The Committee
on Credentials are now prepared to report, and the Commandery-in-Chief will hear
their report.
Adjutant Genebal Tobias: Commander, the Committee on Credentials beg

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
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leave to report that they have examined the official roster, compiled from the certifi
issued by the various Division Commanders, and recommend the seating of
all delegates that have thus been regularly certified as elected, except in cases where
the alternate is reported as acting instead of the delegate, and in addition, Past
Commanders-in-Chief, Past Grand Division Commanders, Constitutional Life Mem
bers, Past Commanders of Divisions, and Sitting Commanders of Divisions.
I will
therefore call the roll, and where some alternate is acting instead of the delegate, if
he has not already reported, he can report.
E. W. Kkackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I move the adoption of the re
port of the Committee on Credentials.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander,
seoond the mo
tion.
The motion was agreed to, and the Adjutant General called the roll, as follows:
cates

I

COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF

OFFICERS.

Commander-in-Chief — Bartow S. Weeks, New York city.
Harry S. Fuller, Milwaukee, Wis.
Senior Vice-Commander-In-Chief—
Junior Vice-Commaniier-ln-Chlef— C. A. Bookwalter, Indianapolis, Ind.
Adjutant General— Raphael Tobias, New York city.
General — John V. B. Clarkson, New York city.
Quartermaster
Inspector General— Henry Fraz.ee, Cleveland, Ohio.
Judge-Advocate
Surgeon

General— 11.Shaw Van, Dennlson, Iowa.
General— Frank M. Gier, Hillsdale, Mich.

Chaplain-in-Chief— George W. Pollltt, Pnterson, N. J.
Councll-ln-Chlef— E. D. Morris, Bed Wing, Minn.; Isaac Cutter, Camp Point, HI.; William A. Stevens,
Lowell, Mass.
Commandant of Sons of Veterans' Guards— George H. Hurlbut, Belvidere, 111.
Advisory Board of Sons of Veterans' Guards— E. U. Milhani, St. Paul, Minn.; Oeorge B. Stndden, Kan
sas City, Mo.: H. B. Baguley, Wheeling, W. Va.; H. W. Wessels, Litchfield, Conn.; John A. Wood,
McKeesport, Pa.
Past

Commanders-in-Chief —Frank P. Merrill, Boston, Mass.; Maj. A. P. Davis, Pittsburg, Pa.;
li. Abbott, Chicago, 111.; George W. Marks, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Louis M. Wagner, Philadel
phia, Pa.: Charles F. Grillin, Hammond, Ind.; George T. Brown, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Edwin Earp,
Lynn, Mass.; Leland J. Webb, Topeka, Kas.

George

Past Grand Division Commanders — A. P. Davis, Pittsburg, Pa.; Frank M. Challls, Manchester, N.
H.: S. S. Bangs, Watervllle, Me.; W. E. W. Ross, Baltimore, Md.; Raphael Tobias, Now York city.;
R. M. J. Reed. Philadelphia, Pa.; Charles S. Crystler, Independence,
Mo.; E. Howard Gllkey,
Columbus, Ohio; Leland J. Webb, Topeka, Kas.

Constitutional Life Members—
ego, Newark, N.
Davis,

J.;

; J. A. RodrlJ. A. Eldrldge,
; Maj. A. P.
John A. Thompson,
R. M. Linton, Johnstown, Pa.; O. B.

W. E. W. Ross, Baltimore, Md.;

Wm. H. Plerpont, New Haven, Conn.;
Pittsburg, Pa.; R. M. J. Reed, Philadelphia, Pa.;

Brown, Dayton, Ohio; John E. Mills, Bradford, Mass.
ALABAMA

AND TENNESSEE.

W. D. Good. Greenville, Tenn.
Past Commanders— M. D. Friedman, Birmingham, Ala.; R. W. Blese, Chattanooga,
Commander—

Tenn.; W. R, Cooper,

Knoxvllle, Tenn.
Delegate at Large— Harry L. Veazey, Harrlman, Tenn.
Delegate— F. E. Willis, Harrlman, Tenn.
Alternate at Large— R. A. Harrington, Nashville, Tenn.
Alternate— Samuel Slover, Clinton, Tonn.
AH KANSAS,

Lewis E. Finney, Huntington.
Delegate at Large — E. P. Stzemore, Paris.
Delegate— Past Commander J. H. Wllklns, Paris.
Alternate at Large— None elected.
Alternate— Thomas P. Hackett, Hackett.
Commander—

CALLFORNIA.

Commander- Thomas M. Gilbert, Fresno.
Past Commanders— L. De P. Callahan, Los Angeles; C. J. Callahan, Los Angeles; Edward C. Robinson,
Oakland; E. W. Conant, San Jose7; Fred. V. Wood, Oakland; S. L. Blodget, Bakersfteld.
Delegate at Large—F. F. Connor, Berkeley.
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Delegate— W. H. Cook, Bakersfleld.
Alternate at Large— F. A. Bailey, Woodland.
Alternate— Phil. K. Gordon, San Francisco.
COLOBADO.
Abraham L. Fugard, Pueblo.
Past Commanders — Frank C. McArthur, H. D. Kendlg, Charles
Delegate at Large— James M. Kennedy, Denver.
Commander—

Delegate — H. M. Covert, Pueblo.
Alternate at Large — Theodore Douglass,

Alternate — M. W. Bennett, Denver.

H. Anderson,

L. W. Kennedy,

Denver.

Denver.
CONNECTICUT.

Commander — A. E. Chandler,

Norwich.
Pas't Commanders— Wm. H. Plerpont. New Haven;
field; Willis N. Barber, Merlden.
Delegate at Large — Wm. A. Andrews, Cheshire.
Delegate— Wheatou F. Dowd, Litchfield.
Alternate at Large— Geo. M. Crossman, Wlnsted.
Alternate— William Major, Kllllngly.

G. Bralnard Smith,

Hartford; H. W. Weasels, Litch

FLORIDA.

J.

Commander—

W. V. R. Plummer, Key West.
ILLINOIS.

Edward A. Wells, Blurphysboro.
Past Commanders— R. V. Mallory, Springfield; C. T. Orner, Bloomlngton; G. B. Abbott, Chicago; Frank
McCrlllis, Chicago; Geo. B. Stadden, Chicago; Geo. H. Hurlbut, Belvldere.
Delegate at Large — Mack M. Pinckley, Bushnell.
Kankakee;
Delegates— J. B. Lldders, Rock Inland; W. C. Schneider,
A. L. Guilford, Chicago; W. M.
Owen, Le Roy; J. U. Danley, Morris.
Alternate at Large— J. W. Kilboune, Marshall.
Alternates— W. F. Mangen, Sterling; D. C. Yates, Springfield; J. C. Lafferty, Sparta; Robert Scholes,
Peoria; C. B. Hutt, Bloomlngton.
Commander—

INDIANA.

J.

McGuire, Rising Sun,
Past Commanders— W. H. Armstrong, Indianapolis; E. S. Walker, West Lebanon; Geo. C. Harvey, Dan
ville: John W. Newton, Winchester; Otis C. Gully.
Delegate at Large— F. F. Drake, Rensselaer.
Delegates— E. H. Bookwalter, Fort Wayne; J. W. Noel, Star City; C. H. Beeson, Winchester.
Alternate at Large— Rollo B. Oglesbee, Plymouth.
Alternates— Will. G. Young, Connersville; Geo. T. Whlttaker, Portland; G. P. C. Newman, Hammond.
Commander—

Newton

IOWA.
Commander

— Lewis A. Dllley, Davenport.

J.

James D. Rowen, Des Moines; Fred. M. White, Waterloo;
Van Houten, Lenox.
Delegate at Large— A. M. Welch, Wlnterset.
Delegates -E. D. Wolf, Dubuque; W. H. Reed, Marshalltown.
Alternate at Large— T. T. Rutledge, Sharpsburg.
Alternates — Geo. B. Gray, Washington;
0. C. Van Houten, Lenox.
Past Commanders—

H. Pickett, Oskaloosa;

George

KANSAS.
Commander — Frank A. Agnew,
Past Commanders—

Lei and

J.

Newton.
Webb, Topeka; Clay D. Herod, Emporia; Charles

S. Nation, Erie; Charles

D. Jones, Norton.

J. Rltner, Atchison.
Crumbine, Dodge City; W. P. Feder, Elllnwood; G. W. Harlugton, Hiawatha; Arthur

Delegate at Large— T.
Delegates— S.

J.

B. Callahan, Topeka.

at Large — Charles F. Homo, Mankato.
Alternates— O. H. Phlnney, Kansas City; George E. Lewis, St. Joseph, Mo.;
Alternate

H. Russell, Rush Centre.
KENTUCKY.
Commander— W. R. Heflln, Marysvllle.
Past Commanders— Geo. H. Caplto, Louisville;
Delegate at Large— L. F. Reeves, Covington.
Delegate— John E. Stebbins, Newport.
Alternate at Large — W. S. Drew, Covington.
Alternate —
Hazard Davis, Newport.

J.

Fred. G. Singleton,

Newport.

J.

H. Fisher, Chanute;

W*
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MAINE.

F. E. Fairfield, Augusta.
C. H. Rice, Bangor; John C.
Past Commanders— Frank P. Merrill, Maiden; Aug. S. Libby, Portland?
Blake, Auburn; E. K. Gould, Rockland; Thomas G. Libby, Vinalhaven; W. H. Perry, Portland; C.
F. Hutchlngs, Bangor; A. C. Cloudman, Cumberland Mills; E. C. Moran, Thomaston.
Delegate at Large — G. V. S. Mtchaelis, Augusta,
Commander—

Delegates— Chas. L. Wit ham, Lewlston; Warren
Alternate at Large— -E. Mullen, Rockland.
Alternates—

E. N. Small, Lewlston;

J.

Phinney, Thomaston.

S. Douglass,

Auburn.

MARYLAND.

Robert W. Wilson, Baltimore.
Past Commanders — Geo. W. Collier, Miles W. Ross, Baltimore; Sherman
S. E. Thomason, John R. Neely, Washington, D. 0.
Delegate at Large— Shelton T. Cameron, Washington, D. C.
Delegate— Hamilton S. Smith, Washington. D. C.
Alternate at Large— Martin V. Brown, Washington, D. C.
Alternate — Samuel H. Jacobson, Washington, D. C.
Commander—

J.

Brown, E. R. Campbell,

MASSACHUSETTS.
Commander — Walter H. Delano,

Canton.

Past Commanders— Edwin Earp, jr., Lynn; F. J. Bradford, Lowell; J. B. Maccabe, East Boston; C. F.
Sargent, Lawrence; J. H. Hinckley, Beverly; H. S. Crossman, Springfield; N. C. Upham, Fltchburg; D. B. Purbeck, Salem; W. A. Stevens, Lowell; C. K. Darling, Fltchburg.
Delegate at Large— Geo. W. Penniman, Brockton.
Delegates— O. H. Cook, Melrose; Frank Robinson, Gloucester;
W. R. Davis, Cambridgeport; Ellas
Geo. N. Howard, Lowell.
White, Jr., Marblehead;
Alternate at Large — Chas. D. Rooney, Winchester.
Alternates— R. W. Illingworth, No. Adams; O. L. Gurney, Hanson; F. W. Eager, Fltchburg; C. J. Bar
bour, Springfield; J. D. Coates, jr., Newburyport.
MICHIGAN.
Commander — Frank M. Gier, Hillsdale.

Marvin E. Hall, Hillsdale; Burt M. Fellows, Bronson; Frank M. Williams, Grand
Frank D. Eddy, Lowell; Fred. C. Stlllson, Battle Creek.
Delegate at Large— Phil. Porter, Detroit.
Delegates— Norr is G. Cooper, Sturgls; Geo. L. Hauser, Charlotte.
Alternate at Large — F. M. Simons, Bay City.
Alternates — W. R. Downey, Kalamazoo; E. R. Henderson, Hadley.
Past Commanders—
Rapids;

MINNESOTA.
Commander — Francis G. Drew, Minneapolis.
Past Commanders- E. M. Van Cleve, Minneapolis; E. H. Mllham, St. Paul; A. S. Morgan, Missoula,

Mont.; E. D. Morris, Red Wing; Geo. H. Shelre, St. Paul.
at Large— Geo. H. Klein, Mankato.
Delegates— Bradford S. Shelre, St. Paul; Rev. Chas. McCoIley, Winnebago
Alternate at Large — Wm. G. Young, Montrose.
Alternates— C. J. Roy, Le Roy; A. B. Goodwin, Winnebago City.
Delegate

City.

MISSOURI.

E. W. Raymond, St. Louie.
Post Commanders— Will. K. West, Kansas City; F. Neudorff, St. Joseph; J. J. Speaker, Kansas City; A.
H. Vandivert, Bethany; E. R. Durham, Bethany; R. Loebensteln, Warrensburg;
H. J. Kline, St.
Joseph; B. W. Frauenthal, St. Louis.
Delegate at Large— Jas. B. Patrick, St. Louis.
Delegates— Jno. F. Human, St. Louis; Jno. S. Cochran, Crelghton.
Alternate at Large— M. R. Moore,
.
Alternates— Frank Beebe, St. Louis; R. Reiehards, Washington.
Commander—

Commander — W. S. Votaw, Helena.
Past Commanders— John R. Miller, Helena;

rison, Fort Keogh.
Delegate at Large— E. D. Weed, Helena.

Delegate — J. U. Sanders, Helena.
Alternate at Large— C. F. Stuart, Helena.
Alternate— C. R. Sanders, Helena.

MONTANA.
A. E. Yeazle, Helena;

E. G. Worden, Lewistown; C. F. Mor
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NEBRASKA.

Water; B. W. Hawkins, Beaver City; A. M. Appelget,
Springs, South Dakota; Moses P. O'Brien, Frank J. Coates, Omaha; F. P. Corrick, Stock ham.
Delegate at Large — J. S. Catterson, Harvard.
Delegates— F. A. Holt, Syracuse; J. C. Elliott, West Point.
Alternate at Large — C. J. Humphrey, Doniphan.
Alternate— A. V. W. Baker, Wahoo.

Hot

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Frank C. Smith, Lebanon.
Past Commanders — Frank H. Challis, Manchester; Frank E. Llbby, Great Falls; Frank M. Shackford,
Concord; Michael F. Crowley, Portsmouth;
Frank B. Perkins, Manchester; Ben. O. Roby, Nashua;
Jas. H. Joyce, Great Falls; Burt E. Fisher, Dover.
Delegate at Large — C. H. Little, Manchester.
Delegate— Walter S. Tarbell, South Lyndeboro.
Alternate at Large— John W. Dufney, Great Falls,
Alternate— Levi F. Felker,
.
Commander—

NEW JERSEY.

Louis L. Drake, Elizabeth.
Past Commanders — Henry E. Hatfield, Newark; Edward C. White, Cocoa, Fla.; Andrew Derrom, jr.,
Paterson; Geo. H. Perkins, Atlantic City; Thos. H. Edmond, Trenton.
Delegate at Large — Wm. G. Dunkerly, Paterson.
Delegate— F. F. C. Woodward, Trenton.
Alternate at Large — David Strauss, Ellzabethport.
Alternate— F. G. Hoffman, Bayonne.
Commander—

NEW YORK.
Commander — \Y infield Scott Oberdorf, Dansvllle.
Past Commanders— M. J. Downing, New York; E. F. Fellows, Brockport; Edward W. Hatch, Buffalo;
W. A. Hyde, Wolcott; J. C. Sawyer, Matteawan; Job E. Hedges, New York; Adolph Hoeffllng, Brook
lyn; Clarence E. Holmes, New York.
Delegate at Large — Past Com. Wna. H. Wyker, Goshen.
Delegates— Dr. Reynold W. Wilcox, Russell B. Harrison, New York; Joseph R. Swain, Sing Sing; Chas.
Kinney, Brocton.
Alternate at Large — Jacob Wisel, New York.
Alternates— James Walker, East Albany; L. H. Hendee, Lowville; F. J. Alverson, Danaville; E. H.
Lannlng, Amsterdam.
OHIO.
Commander—

Fll more

Musser,

Portsmouth.

Past Commanders— E. W. Poe, E. H. Gilkey, W. C. Wykoff, Columbus; F. W. Myers, Steubenville; Geo.
A. Ensign, Defiance; Henry Frazee, Cleveland;
G. W. Leonard, Urbana; Wm. E. Bundy, Cincin
nati; C. J. Deckman, Malvern; J. V. Hllliard, Newark; Harry R. Bacon,
.
Delegate at Large— Wm. Luther Davis, Cincinnati.
Jas. E.
Delegates— Tiffin Gllmore, Chllllcothe; H. V. Speelman, Wellston; J. D. Houston, Georgetown;
Atha, Paulding; H. R. Thompson, East Liverpool; G. G. Bambach, Ripley.
Alternate at Large — Don E. Cable, Nelsonvllle.
Alternates—Dr. D. S. Gardner, Masstllon; L. Vern Williams, Ripley; Frank Schrlve, Georgetown; R.
B. Barrett, Highland; Walter J. Sears, Chllllcothe; Geo. Whitney, Akron.
OKLAHOMA.
Commander—

W. M. Allison, Chandler.
OREGON.

— C. E. Drake, Portland.
Past Commander— S. H. Griffith, Portland; Frank Melvln, St. Paul.
Delegate at Large— W. Scott Bee be, Portland.
Delegate— E. T. Deeming, Portland.
Alternate at Large — C. A. Hermann, Oregon City.
Alternate — Horace T. Clapp, Portlaud.
Commander

— Walter E. Smith,

PENNSYLVANIA.

Allentown.
Past Commanders — Jas. H. Closson, Philadelphia; E. W. Alexander, Reading; Robert T. Hopkins, Mil
ton: Wm. H. Smith, Plalnfleld, N. J.; Horace H. Hammer,
Reading; A. K. Howard, Tltusville;
Frank H. Hartzell, Pittsburg; Harry H. Russell, Philadelphia; Chas. J. Miller, Philadelphia; Gen.
P. Brockway, Tltusville; Jas. Lewis Rake, Reading; P. J. Schroeder, Philadelphia; Wm. B. MoNalty, Philadelphia; Andrew J. Falls, Philadelphia; Geo. W. Gerhard, Lock Haven; D. P. Ingham,
Academy Corners; Herman M. Rebele, Allegheny.
Commander
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Delegate at Large— Clayton
Delegates— John H. Wooden,

Philadelphia.
H. Kochersperger,
Honesdale;
Horace M. Lowry, Indiana; Geo. F. Kenk, Pittsburg; E. X.

Bridges, Bradford: C. E. Chappie, Johnstown; Jan. Tlernan, Philadelphia,
•
Alternate at Large — Arch. Lester, Allentown.
Alternates— Harry Lnuderbach, Philadelphia; F. C. George, Lilly; A. Wesley Welkel, Philadelphia; C.
L. Hunker, Pittsburg: J. Edward Fisher, Philadelphia; Harry Elsenbise, Reading.
RHODE ISLAND.
Commander — T. M. Sweetland,
Past Commanders—

Pawtucket.
Theo. A. Barton, Providence; Dr. Wm. B. Russell,

Chas. H. West, Newport;

Provi

dence.
Delegate at Large— Herbert L. Thompson,
Delegate — Fred. C. Olney,
.

Alternate at Large— M. P. O'Flaherty,
Alternate— E. O. Riggs,
.

Providence.
.
SOUTH DAKOTA.

Commander—

D. L. Prlntup, Britton.

Past Commanders— C. C. Bras, Mitchell; L. D. Lyon, Watertown.
Delegate at Large— D. V. Moore, Mitchell.
Delegate — W. S. Carpenter, Pierre.

Alternate at Large— F. A. Kleinschmidt, Blunt.
Alternate—A. H. Barnard, Watertown.
VERMONT,
Commander — Frank L. Greene,
Past Commanders—

J.

St. Albans.

C. Rutherford, Burlington; F. D. Proctor, Proctor; C. F. R. Jenne, Brattleboro:

Underhill; John E. Fox, Burlington; F: L. Eaton, Montpelier; E. T. Griswold,
Bennington; H. O. Blxby, Springfield; H. S. Foster, Burlington.
Delegate at Large— H. C. Herrick, Vergennes.
Delegate— Leonard Flske, Burlington.
Alternate at Large — F. A. Duffy, Barre.
Alternate— W. M. Sargent, South Royalton.
George E. Terrill,

WASHINGTON.

Harry Rosenhaupt, Spokane.
Past Commanders— Hiram E. Allen, Spokane; B. W. Coiner, Tacoma;
Delegate at Large— Moritz Koch, Seattle.
Delegate — Jos. A. Borden, Spokane.
Alternate at Large— E. M. Mumford, Olympia.
Alternate — J. J. Stoves, Kelso.
Commander—

E. Weldon

Young, Seattle,

WEST VIRGINIA.
Commander—

G. Ed. Sylvis, Wheeling.
R. H. Freer, Richie C. H.; H. B. Baguley,

Past Commanders—

Wheeling;

E. D. Hazen, Parkersburg;

J.

New Martinsville.
Delegate at Large— Burnett G. Watt, Wheeling.
S. McCaskey,

Delegate— W. T. Sldell, New Martinsville.
Alternate at Large— Chas. Cecil, Parkersburg.
Alternate— R. T. Adams, Huntington.
Commander — R. L. McCorniiek, Hayward.
Past Commanders—

J.

P. Sheridan,

WISCONSIN.

East Saginaw;

F.

J.

Walthers,

Harry S. Fuller, Milwaukee;

Wing, Kewaunee.
Delegate at Large— E. W. Krackowlzer, Milwaukee.
Delegate — John L. Jung, La Crosse.
Alternate at L:irge — Chas. Meyer, Kewaunee.
Alternate—

Clarence

B. Cone, Sheboygan.

And the following officers and delegates, or alternates, answered present:
COMMANDERT-1N-CHIEF
Commander-in-Chief—

Bartow

S. Weeks, New York city.

OFFICERS.

Senior Yice-Commander-ln-Chief -Harry S. Fuller, Milwaukee, Wis.
Junior Vlce-Coinmander-in-Chief— C. A. Bookwalter, Indianapolis, Ind.
Adjutant General— Raphael Tobias, Now York city.
General— John V. B. Clarkson, New York city.
Quartermaster
Inspector General— Henry Frazee, Cleveland, Ohio.
Judge- Advocate General— R. Shaw Van, Dennlson, Iowa.
Surgeon General—Frank M. Gier, Hillsdale, Mich.

Geo. W.

PROCEEDINGS.

11

Cbaplain-ln -Chief —George W. Pollitt, Paterson, H.J.
Couneil-in-Chlef — Isaac Cutter, Camp Point, 111.:William A. Stevens, Lowell, Mass.
Comma udant Sons of Veterans' Guards— George H. Hurlbut, Belvldere, 111.
Advisory Board of Sons of Veterans' Guards— E. H. Milham, St. Paul, Minn.; H. B. Baguley, Wheeling,
W. Va.; H. W. Wessels, Litchfield, Conn.
PAST COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF.

Past Commander-in-Chief—

A. P. Davis, Pittsburg, Pa.
AND TENNESSEE.

ALABAMA

M. D. Friedman, Birmingham, Ala.
Delegate at Large — Harry L. Veazey, Harrlman, Tenn.

Pa«t Commander—

Delegate— Past Com.

J.

ARKANSAS.

H. Wilkins, Parle.
CONNECTICUT.

Delegate

at Large— William A. Andrews,

Cheshire.

Delegate— Wheaton F. Dowd, Litchfield.

«

ILLINOIS.
Edward A. Wells, Murphysboro.
Past Commanders — C. T. Orner, Bloomington; Frank McCrlllis, Chicago.
Delegates— W. C. Schneider, Kankakee; W. M. Owen, LeRoy; J. U. Danley, Morris,
Commander—

J.

Alternates— D. C. Yates, Springfield;

C. Lafferty, Sparta.
INDIANA.

John W. Newton, Winchester,
Delegate at Large — F. F. Drake, Renssolaor.
Delegates— E. II. Bookwalter, Ft. Wayne; C. H. Beeson, Winchester.
Past Commander—

•

IOWA.
Delegate at Large — A. M. Welch, Wlnterset.
Delegates — E. D. Wolf, Dubuque; W. H. Reed, Marshalltown.
KANSAS.

*
Commander — Frank A. Agnew, Newton.
Delegate at Large— T. J. Ritner, Atchison.
Delegates — S. J. Crumbine, Dodge City.

George E. Lowis, St. Joseph, Mo. ; W. H. Russell,

Alternates—
Commander—
Commander

Robert W. Wilson, Baltimore.

— Walter H. Delano,

Canton.

Rush Center.

MARYLAND.
MASSACHUSETTS.

Past Commander — J. B. Maccabe. East Boston.
Delegate at Large — Geo. W. Penniman, Brockton.
Delegate— WiUard White, Marblehead.
Past Commander—

MICHIGAN.

Marvin E. Hall, Hillsdale.

MINNESOTA.
Delegate at Large — Geo. H. Klein, Mankato.
Delegates— Bradford S. Sheire, St. Paul ; Rev. Chas. McColley, Winnebago
MISSOURI.

Commander — E. W. Raymond, St. Louis.
Warrensburg.
Past Commander — R. Loebenstein,
Delegate at Large — Jas. B. Patrick, St. Louis.
Delegate— Jno. F. Human,

St. Louis.
MONTANA.
—
W. S. Votaw, Helena.
Commander
—
Past Commanders
John R. Miller, Helena ; C. F. Morrison, Fort Keogh.
Delegate—

J.

IT. Sanders,

Helena.

NEBRASKA.

Commander— P. A. Barrows, St. Edward.

J.

S. Catterson,
Delegate at Large—
Delegate— F. A. Holt, Syracuse.

Harvard.
NEW JERSEY.

Commander— Lou Is L. Drake,

Elizabeth.
Delegate at Large — Wm. G. Dunkerly, Paterson.
NEW YORK.

Dansvllle.
Alternate at Large, Jacob Wisel, New York.
Delegate— Dr. Reynold W. Wilcox, New York.
Commander— W infield

Scott Oberdorf,

City.
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Commander — Fllinore Musser, Portsmouth.
Past Commander — Wm, E. Bundy, Cincinnati.
Delegate — J. D. Houston, Georgetown.

Alternate--L. Vern Williams, Ripley.
Delegate at Large — W. Scott Beebe, Portland.
Delegate — C. A. Hermann, jr., Oregon

OHIO.

OREGON.

City.
PENNSYLVANIA.

Walter E. Smith, Allentown.
Delegate at Large — Clayton H. Kochersperger, Philadelphia.
Commander—

Delegates— Horace M. Lowry, Indiana; E. N. Bridges, Bradford.
RHODE ISLAND.
Commander—

T. M. Sweetland, Pawtucket.
VERMONT.

Past Commanders—

Geo. E. Terrlll,

Underhlll; H. S. Foster, Burlington.

Delegate at Large—H. C. Herrick, Vergennes.
"WASHINGTON.
Commander — Harry Rosenhaupt,
Past Commander—

Spokane.

E. Weldon Young, Seattle.
Wisconsin.

Commander—

R. L. McCormlck, Hayward.

Delegate at Large — E. W. Krackowlaer, Milwaukee.

When the Division of Kansas was reached in the calling of the roll —
Judge-Advocate General R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I would like to
inquire if those alternates who have answened to their names are the alternates of
delegates

who are not present.

I presume they are, or the Adjutant General would
•
not recognize them.
Adjutant
The
Genebal: That is correct.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I am informed by the Adjutant General that they
are reported as alternates of delegates who are not present.
When the Division of Massachusetts was reached in the calling of the roll —
The Adjutant Genebal : Commander, the Massachusetts delegation hand up
the following communication:
Helena, Montana, August 8, 1892.
Raphael Tobias, Esq., Adjutant General S. of V., U. S. A. :
At a meeting of the Massachusetts Division Council held —
The Commandeb-in-Chief:

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
roll?

Does the communication relate to the calling of the

The Adjutant Genebal: Yes, sir; it relates to the calling of the roll.
Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusets: Commander, as the Adjutant
General has just said, this is in perfect harmony with the call of the roll. Our dele
gates are not here, and these are the regular alternates who have been elected by out
Council, and represent the delegates.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That is a matter that can be presented by the Com
mander of the Massachusetts Division after the call of the roll. The roll-call should
be proceeded with until completed.
Geoboe W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, in what respect does this
case differ from the case of the Kansas Division, where the brother arose and stated
that the delegate was not present, that the alternate was, and the name of the alter
nate was entered on the roll?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The accredited delegates being absent, the accredited
alternates announced their presence.
In the case in Massachusetts, the delegates
and alternates elected not intending to be present, the Division Council, acting within
their powers, convened and elected new delegates and alternates, after having re
ceived the resignations of thoBe originally elected.
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The Adjutant General resumed and completed the calling of the roll.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Massachusetts delegation desire now to have a
correction made. The Adjutant General will read the communication from the Di
vision of Massachusetts.
The Adjutant General read the communication, as follows:

Helena, Mont., August 8, 1892.
Raphael Tobias, Esq., Adjutant General S. of V., U.S.A.:
At a meeting of the Massachusetts Division Council, held at Boston, Mass., the
were
following alternates to eleventh annual meeting of Commandery-in-Chief
elected :

Daniel F. Goulding, of Somerville, vice O. L. Gurney, resigned. Albert W. Batchelder, of Salem, vice R. W. Illingworth, of North Adams, resigned. J. Arthur Fulton,
of Methuen, vice John W. Coates, jr., of Newburyport, resigned.
Respectfully submitted, in F. C. and L.,
W. A. Stevens, Clerk of Council.
Meeting August 1, 1892.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Dnless there is an objection, the substituted alternates
will be placed upon the roll in lieu of those whose places they take.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I rise to enter an objec
tion.

The ground of my objection is this: that the report is not properly filed; that
as a report of the dele
gates. That is my first objection.
My second objection is this: that the Division
Council has no right, by the constitution, to fill those vacancies.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If the brother will refer to page 26 of the last Con
stitution, referring to elective officers of Divisions, he will find that any vacancies
which may occur may be filled by the Division Council for the unexpired term.
Fast Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: But, Commander, from the fact that
it says "the officer next in rank shall, under the direction of the Division Com
mander, perform the duties of offices thus vacated," it shows that the officers in
tended are the elective officers directly of the Division, and not delegates, because
there is no rank attaohed to the office of delegate, and no "next in rank."
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commander-in-Chief will declare the point of
order upon that ground not well taken, it always having been the custom to allow
The constitution itself provides
delegations to be filled by the Division Council.
that it can be done.
want to inquire
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander,
if that matter is now disposed of — the seating of the substituted alternates from
Massachusetts ?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is, for the present. Unless there is an appeal from
the decision of the chair, the Adjutant General will call the roll of the substituted
alternates from Massachusetts.
The Adjutant Genebal: Willard White is substituted in the place of Elias White,
jr.; Daniel F. Goulding, in place of 0. L. Gurney; Albert W. Batchelder, in place of
K. W. Illingworth; J. Arthur Fulton, in place of John W. Coates, jr.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, there is a mistake,
or a mistake has been made. Fast Commander Darling and Past Commander Stevens
made out that paper, and the name of C. D. Rooney ought also to have been added
to that list. Now let me make an explanation. It has been the custom in the old
Bay State, from time immemorial, for the Division Council to nominate and elect
the officers.
In accordance and in harmony with that idea, the Council had this
matter referred to it this year. They tried to eleot alternates to attend the conven
tion. The alternates could not attend, by reason of engagements and business en
tanglements. Charles D. Rooney was elected alternate at large, and he is here to-day
in Helena at the expense of the Massacusetts Division, and should be recognized.

it

has not been properly filed with the Commandery-in-Chief

I
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Massachusetts would have nothing to do with it if it
Therefore, we present these names, as Sons of Veterans, loyal and true,
with every feeling that they will be received in a spirit of honesty and patriotism.
I therefore move to add to the paper just now read by the Adjutant General the
name of Charles D. Rooney.
The Adjutant Genebal: I have the name of Charles D. Rooney on the register
as an alternate at large.
The delegate at large is George W. Penniman.
Chableh D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: Charles D. Rooney was elected alternate
at large. The delegate at large is present ; and he asks to be seated in place of one
of the regular delegates who is not here. That is the question. He simply asks to
be changed from alternate at large to an alternate.
The Commandek-in-Chief: Has Charles D. Rooney ever regularly resigned as
alternate at large, and his resignation been accepted?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: His resignation was handed
in before the delegation started for Helena.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: When was his resignation handed in.
Chables D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: On Monday, August 1; the night before
the delegation started.
The Commandeb-in Chief: If the Secretary of the Division Council of Massa
chusetts is present, or any councilman, I would like to ask whether there was any
meeting of the Division Council subsequent to that date?
Councilman-in-Chief William A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Commander, the
Division Council of Massachusetts is at the present time a little under a cloud — a

It

has all been done fairly.

was not.

sorrowful one — as we have just been called upon to lay away one of our members.
At the present time the Division Council is composed of but two members, myself
Previous to our coming to this convention,
and Past Division Commander Darling.
he requested me —

The Commandeb-in-Chief: I suggest that Brother Stevens can save a great deal
of time by answering the question put by the chair, yes or no. Was there a meeting
of the Division Council of Massachusetts subsequent to the 2d of August?
Councilman-in-Chief William A. (Stevens, of Massachusetts: No, sir; not sub
sequent to the 2d of August.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Then there would appear to be no question before
the house.

Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, Brother Stevens
did not understand.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Was there any meeting of the Division Council of
the Division of Massachusetts at which the resignation of Alternate at Large Rooney
was acted upon?

Councilman-in-Ciiief William A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: No, Commander.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Then that is settled. Now, there is another question
from the Division of Massaohusets,
in regard to Willard White in place of Elias
White, jr., who was reported to the Adjutant General as a delegate from that Divi
sion. I understand that there is some ono here claiming to be Elias White, jr., who
answers to the name of Willard White.
If that person is present with regular cre
dentials, they may be submitted.
Commander Walter H. Delano, of Massachusetts: Commander, at our Annual
Encampment Willard White, of Marblehead, was the man elected to represent the
Division at this Encampment, but, owing to some mistake on the part of the Divi
sion Adjutant, his brother's name, Elias White, jr., was inserted. That is a mistake.
I was not informed of it at headquarters until I saw Brother White, when we started
for Helena. The brother who is here to-day is the brother who was elected at that
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Encampment, but owing, as I say, to a mistake on the part of the Division Adju
tant, the name of Elias White, jr., was put on the books instead of Willard White.
Thb Command eb-in-Chief: But the Commander of the Massachusetts Division
has issued credentials as delegate to Willard White.
Commander Walteb H. Delano, of Massachusetts: Credentials have been issued
to Willard White, but the certificate whiah was forwarded to the Adjutant General
bore the name of Elias White, jr.
The Commandeb-in -Chief: Is the Commander of the Massachusetts Division at
present prepared to issue over his own signature credentials to Willard White as a
duly -elected delegate from the Massachusetts Division?
Commander Walteb H. Delano, of Massachusetts: Commander, I am.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That being ,the case, I assume there will be no ob
jection to the correction being made upon the roll.
Past Commander Fbank MoCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, I would like to
know the date at which the Council in Massachusetts convened to elect the alter
nates in place of those read by the Adjutant General?
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin : Commander, I trust this matter may be dis
posed of now and quickly —
Past Commander Fbank MoCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, I should like a re
ply to my question.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will Brother Stevens grant the request of Brother
McCrillis, and give the date upon which the Division Council met and elected the
substitute alternates whose names are presented here?
Councilman-in-Chief William A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: The 1st of August.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, it is very clear that technically
we may put a stumbling block in _the way of Brother Rooney's admission to this
floor. An explanation is made, which if made in bad faith would be more laugha
ble. The member of the Division Council of Massachusetts, when he was on his
feet, explained that in a sense he is the sole surviving member, at present — at least,

in our presence — but that he holds the power of attorney of the other surviving
member to act for him. Now, it was the ambition, as I understand it, in good
faith, of the Massachusetts Division, to be as fully represented as possible, and it is,
understand it, perfectly competent for Brother Stevens to set up as Pooh Bah
as
Now, as to Brother Rooney: if there
and declare the majority vote of his Council.
is no other way of getting at it, let Brother Stevens meet as the Council, on this 8th
day of August, and aocept Brother Rooney's resignation as alternate at large and
I say that in good faith.
elect him an alternate.
The Commander-in-Chief
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
regrets to differ with
He knows of no means by
Brother Krackowizer upon his construction of the law.
which a member of the Division Council can give a power of attorney to any other
member, so that that member oan act for him. I desire to be recorded on that
question, so that silence shall not by any possibility give an erroneous construction
to our constitution.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I should like to inquire if
the other member of the Division Council was present, or not present, at this meet
ing on the 1st of August, or whether Brother Stevens held a power of attorney and
acted for him at that time?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I hope the brothers will not waste any more time on
this matter; I understand this has been passed upon.
Judge Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I rise to a point
of order. There is no question before the House; this matter has been disposed of.

I
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Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander,
have attended
all these conventions, and for the first time in the history of Massachusetts her integ
rity has been questioned. We want now to ask, in accordance with votes cast at the
previous Encampment, that Chas. D. Rooney be placed upon the list as a regular del
I do that for this reason: that at this meeting of the
egate from Massachusetts.
Council on the 1st of August, it was then understood that the Rev. George N. How
ard was to attend as delegate from Massachusetts, but owing to some business en
Had it not been for that fact, Brother Rooney
gagements he decided not to come.
would unquestionably have resigned as alternate at large and been sent here as a
With that idea in view, he has come all the way to Helena as a delegate,
delegate.
and the Massachusetts Division is bearing his expenses.
I submit, now, in good
faith, and in all candor, is it not but fair that he should be here and represent the
Massachusetts Division, by virtue of spending the money of that Division?
I there
fore move you, sir, that the name of Charles D. Rooney be placed upon the list as a
delegate from Massachusetts, in place of the Rev. George N. Howard.
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved by Past Commander Maccabe, and sec
onded by Brother Krackowizer, that the name of Brother Rooney be placed upon
the rolls as a duly-accredited delegate from the Massachusetts Division, in place of
Brother Howard. Are there any remarks?
Councilman-in-Chief Isaac Cutteb, of Illinois: Commander, rise to a point of
do not believe that this Encampment can elect delegates to itself from the
order.
Division of Massachusetts.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair rules the point of order well taken.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I rise to a point
I did not catch the point of order just made.
of information.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The point of order was that this Commandery- inChief cannot elect delegates to its body from the Division of Massachusetts.
shall have to
Commander,
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massaohusetss:
Am I to understand, then,
continue traveling on the road to further information.
that the Massachusetts delegation cannot continue on its rolls the name of Brother
Rooney?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It cannot, except as alternate at large.
Past Commander J. B. Maocabe, of Massachusetts: That there is absolutely no
power that can entitle Brother Rooney to vote in this Encampment?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That I understand to be the meaning of our Consti
understand to have been the ruling of Past Commanders-in-Chief;
tution; that
that is my recollection of the ruling of General Griffin, at St. Joseph.
Will the Commander-in-Chief
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri:
order a roll-call of the Massachusetts delegation as it now stands ?
Past Commander E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander, it seems to me we
I move
are taking up unnecessarily a good deal of valuable time with this matter.
this whole matter be referred to the Committee on Credentials.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is nothing to be referred to the Committee on
Credentials. The oommittee has acted and reported upon all questions that have
come before it, and this matter has been ruled out of order. Are there any further
corrections to the roll? If not —

I

I

I

I

E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisoonsin:
of the roll. It is a notorious fact —

Commander,

I

rise to speak to a correction

I
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The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will Brother Kraokowizer oblige the chair by stating
his motion first, and speaking to it later?
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, my motion is that we admit
Brother Rooney to this floor as alternate at large from the Massachusetts Division.
Now, I presume I have a right to speak to that question.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, rise to a point
of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is the motion of Brother Krackowizer, that Brother
Rooney be admitted to the floor as alternate at large from Massachusetts, seconded?
The motion is not seconded.
Is there any further business relating to the call of

I

the roll?

The Adjutant Genebal: There is not, Commander.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If not, the roll-call having

been

completed, we will

pass.
Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I would like to
inquire further whether the substituted alternates have been seated?
The Commandeb-in-Chief : The substituted alternates have been seated.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: How many, if you please?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Three, I believe; the ones that were certified by the
Secretary of the Division Council.
Commander Habbt Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, has or has not the
Commandery-in-Chief the power to name its own members?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It has not.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, is it not competent to see that
a Division is fully represented up to the limit of all its delegates, making up the
entire roster to which it is entitled, no more nor less, so that there shall be either
delegates or alternates in number equal to the number of delegates to which the
Division is entitled?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is no power in the Commandery-in-Chief to fill
such vacancies. Those offices must be filled by the Division Encampment, or the

Division Council.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: There

does not seem to be any question about

the fact that it has been done all the time.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

I

have no knowledge of any such action ever having
have before me the proceedings of the

been taken by the Commandery-in-Chief.

I

Minneapolis Encampment, and there is nothing of that sort in it.
Past Commander C. F. Mobbison, of Montana: Commander, the Minneapolis
Encampment admitted one delegate in place of another.
Commander Habby Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, the Commanderyin-Chief have given such persons membership, and I therefore move that we now
confer the right of membership upon Brother Rooney, for this Encampment.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If Brother Bundy will excuse me, the question is not
whether the Commandery-in-Chief have the right to confer membership upon a
brother. I stated that they have. They have the right to confer a life membership,
but not a membership for a stated period.
Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, is it in order to
move a suspension of the rules?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is in order, always, to move a suspension of the
rules, within the authority of the Constitution.

Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Then I move that so much
of the rules as pertain to the election of delegates and alternates be suspended.
—a
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The Commandeb-in-Chief: You move to suspend a certain section of the Divi
sion Constitution?
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Yes, Commander. I said
those which have reference to the election of delegates and alternates. I did not say
election; I said, which pertain or have reference to the election of delegates and
alternates.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Those portions which refer to the election of dele
are, in part at least, in the Divi
gates and alternates to the Commandery-in-Chief
sion Constitution.
If the brother will make his motion more explicit, by naming
the section which it is desired to suspend, I will entertain the motion.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, there are other
sections that incidentally refer to it in the rules of the Commandery-in-Chief.
I am
simply anxious to get Brother Rooney in as a delegate, and I therefore make the
motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If Commander Maccabe will allow the chair to make
a suggestion: There is but one way, in the opinion of the chair, in which Brother
Rooney can obtain a seat upon this floor, and that is by an appeal from the decision
of the chair, and overruling such decision. The chair is entirely clear that Brother
Rooney has been elected as an alternate at large from the Division of Massachusetts,
and that he has not been elected as an alternate; that the delegate at large from the
Division of Massachusetts is present, and therefore Brother Rooney cannot obtain a
seat unless the delegate at large absents himself from the Encampment.
In no way
can that decision be modified, except by its being overruled by this Commanderyin-Chief.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Do I understand the chair that this matter
cannot be re-referred to the Committee on Credentials?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I understand that the matter has been before the
Committee on Credentials, and the Committee on Credentials reported, substituting
the substituted alternates.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: May I ask the chair if that committee has
been discharged ?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It has not been.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Then, Commander, I move you the re-refer
ence of this matter to the Committee on Credentials.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is the motion of Brother Krackowizer, that this
matter, whatever it is, be re-referred to the Committee on Credentials, seconded?
Past Commander 3. H. Wilkins, of Arkansas: Commander, I seoond the motion.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander,

I

move to lay that motion

on the table.

Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved by Past Commander Bundy, of Ohio,
seconded by Past Commander Orner, of Illinois, that Brother Krackowizer's motiou
be laid on the table. All those in favor of the motion will signify the same by the
usual voting sign of the order. Those opposed. The chair is unable to decide.
The Adjutant General will count.
The Adjutant General reported 31 voting in the affirmative; 36 in the negative.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion to lay upon the table is lost by a vote of
The question now recurs upon the original motion.
31 to 36.
The motion was then adopted.

official btenoobapheb.
Commander, I move you that Bro.

selection of

The Adjutant Genebal:
lected as the official stenographer for this Encampment.

W. S. Garber be se
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Past Commander H. B. Baquley, of West Virginia: Commander,
motion.
The motion was unanimously adopted.
MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY

AND

CONDOLENCE TO LELAND

J.

I

second that

WEBB.

'Commander Feank A. Aonew, of Kansas: Commander, I rise to a matter of
I would like to make a statement and then a motion. On
courtesy and privilege.
my way to the National Encampment, and just as I waB leaving Denver, I learned
that General Webb, our Past Commander-in-Chief, had started to the National En
campment, and was taken very sick at Denver and compelled to return home, and
I therefore move that a committee
consequently will not be at this Encampment.
of three be appointed to send a message of sympathy and condolence to General
Webb.
Reynold W. Wiloox, of New York: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved by Commander Agnew, and seconded by
Brother Wilcox, of New York, that a committee of three be appointed te send a mes
I should like to state that I am
sage of sympathy and oondolence to General Webb.
in receipt of a letter from General Webb, informing me of his sudden illness at Den
ver, and his great regret that he cannot be present at this meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.
The motion was carried unanimously, and the chair appointed Brothers Hall,
Newton and Fuller as a committee to draft and send the telegram.
Past Commander E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander, I move that this
Encampment do now take recess until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning.
Commander Edwabd A. Wells, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to, and the Commandery took recess until 10 o'clock a.m.,
Tuesday, August

9, 1892.

TUESDAY MORNING SESSION.
Tuesday, August 9, 1892. .
The Commandery-in-Chief was called to order by the Commander-in-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : The first business is the reading of the minutes of
the last session.
John F. Human, of Missouri: Commander, I move that the reading of the min
utes be dispensed with.
William G. Dunkebly, of New Jersey: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commander-in-Chief detailed Past Commander Morrison, of Montana, to act
as officer of the day during the Encampment, and Delegate at Large Andrews, of
Connecticut, to act as officer of the guard.
,
The Adjutant General called the roll, and the following additional delegates an
swered present: Illinois, Delegate at Large, Mack M. Puckley, Bushnell; Maine,
Delegate, Charles L. Wetham, Lewiston.
APPOINTMENT

OF

COMMITTEES.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The next business provided for by the Constitution
is the appointment of committees. The Commander-in-Chief will announce as the
Committee on Constitution, Rules, and Regulations, Bro. J. B. Maccabe, of Massa
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chusetts, chairman; and Bros. F. J. Walthers, of Wisconsin, T. M. Sweetland, of
Rhode Island, Jacob Wisel, of New York, and W. Scott Beebe, of Oregon.
Committee on Ritnal: Wm. E. Bandy, of Ohio, chairman; Walter E. Smith, of
Pennsylvania, W. H. Russell, of Kansas, Robt. W. Wilson, of Maryland, and W. H.
Reed, of
Io^wa.
Committee on Resolutions: Winfield Scott Oberdorf, of New York, chairman;

E.

W. Raymond, of Missouri, P. A. Barrows, of Nebraska, and Wm. G. Dunkerly, of
New Jersey.
There is a vacancy in this committee yet to be filled.
Committee on Reports of Officers:
Marvin E. Hall, of Michigan, chairman;
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois, E. W. Young, of Washington, H. S. Foster, of Vermont,
and Chas. McColley, of Minnesota.
The chair will announce later the additional member of the Committee on Reso
lutions.
The next business provided for by the Constitution is the receipt of the reports
of officers.
Past Com. R. Loebenstein, the acting Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief,
will preside while the Commander-in-Chief reads his report.
The acting Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief assumed command.
EEPOBT

The Commander-in-Chief

OF

COMMANDKB-IN-CHIEF.

submitted and read the following report:
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REPORT OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
Headquarters Commandeky-in-Chief, Sons op Veterans. TJ. S. A.,)
New York City, August 1, 1892.
f
To Die OJteers and Members of live Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chlef, Sons
Of Veterans, U. S. A.
Brothers— In presenting to you this report of the administration of the affairs of our

Order for the past year, I cannot refrain from again expressing my appreciation of the high honor
conferred upon me and the responsibilities attendant thereon.
In assuming the office It was with a full realization that the glorious records of my prede
cessors made even more difficult the task of satisfactorily performing Its duties. If I have heen
enabled to do anything to strengthen the bonds of Friendship, to enlarge our Charity and to
Increase our Loyalty, I will feel that the confidence reposed In me by my brothers has not been
entirely without foundation. If the labors of your officers during the past year have resulted In
Improving the business methods and financial condition of the Order, and In placing It upon a
firmer and more reliable basis by weeding out dead Camps and closing up the ranks, they will feel
that their efforts have not been In vain, and that the future development of the Order will attest
the wisdom of their action.
Believing, however, that In this report no attempt should be made at rhetorical display, I
propose to state, as briefly as possible, such facts relating to the administration of the office during
the past year as are of special Interest, and to make such suggestions as are deemed to be advan
tageous to the future welfare and continued prosperity of our beloved order.
I assumed command of the Order August 28, 1891, and Headquarters were established at No.
40 Broadway, New York City, September 1st. 1891, and the property of the Cominandery-ln-Chlet
was received at Headquarters September 30th, 1891.
records.

All the records kept by my predecessors have been continued and some new methods and
books have been adopted by the Adjutant-General and the Quartermaster-General in their re
spective departments, which will be found fully set forth in their reports and the recommenda
tions made by said officers are heartily approved.
DECISIONS.

Many official decisions have been rendered, copies of which are submitted herewith. In most
instances the opinion of the Judge Advocate General was asked and copies of his opinions are also
annexed.
In June of this year a communication was received from the Commander-in-Chief of the
Orand Army of the Republic, calling attention to the membership In our Order of Brother Judd
Malvln, of Camp No. 25, Division of Maryland. This Brother claimed to be eligible, as the illegiti
mate son of General Robert Anderson, and Colonel John It Neoley, then commanding said
Division, decided that he was not eligible to membership. The Commander of Camp No. 25 ap
pealed from his decision, and General Webb sustained said appeal, whereupon said Judd Malvln
was mustered Into the Order.
The decision of General Webb, No. LXXVI1., was based upon the
language of the preamble In our Constitution, Rules and Regulations which recited that we as
"lineal descendants" of the veterans of the late war had formed an association, and the language
of our eligibility clause which admitted all " sons " of such veterans.
No appeal was taken from this decision to the Commandery-ln-Chlef, nor was it called directly
to the attention of the Commandery-ln-Chlef, the decisions of the Commander-in-Chief not having
been annexed to his report.
with all respect for the kindly feelings which prompted General Webb to write, "to keep
him out because of the Indiscretion of his father, and because his mother ' loved not wisely but
too well ' would be a gross Injustice to him.
We teach Friendship, Charity and Loyalty, • • *
but it would be a most uncharitable act to close our doors against him," I cannot agree with
his conclusions. Certainly our loyalty to the memories of our deceased ancestors Imposes upon
us the obligation to preserve their good name from the Insidious attacks of those who would
elevate themselves upon the ruins of their reputation, and it would seem to be a misdirected
charity which would permit such a result.
Recommendation Xo. 1. I therefore recommend that Decision No. LXXVII. of General Webb
be disapproved, and that It be the sense of the Commandery-ln-Chlef that a proper construction

ol Article v., Chapter I., of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations does not render Illegitimate.
descendants eligible to membership in our Order, and that the name of Judd Malvln, of Camp
Xo. 25, Division of Maryland, S. V. U. S. A., be stricken from the rolls as never having been
eligible to membership.
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It will

lie necessary for the

Commandery-ln-Chlef

to consider appeals from two ol my

decisions.

First.

The facts In the nrst case are as follows :

On an appeal by General John A. Logan Camp No. 2, Division of Maryland, from a decision
of Division Commander John R. Neely, the following official decision, No. XXXVL, was made

June l,
"

1892.

14th, 1892. Gen. John A. Logan Camp No. 2, Division of Maryland, S. V. U. S. A.
proposed an amendment to their By-laws requiring the payment of One dollar before the Issuance
of a Transfer Card or Honorable Discharge, and the question of the constitutionality of such re
On January

quirement was submitted by the Division commander to the Commander-in-Chief.
" Opinion No. 8 of the Judge Advocate General was rendered March 8, 1892, holding such pro
vision to be unconstitutional, which opinion was overruled by the Commander-in-Chief and
Decision XX. under date of March 9, 1892, was forwarded to the Division Commander sustaining
the constitutionality of the provision and recommending the approval of the By-law.
" The Division Commander forwarded to the Camp under date of March 17th, Decision XX.
of the commander-in-Chief approving the amendment as of that date.
" Pending the approval of the By-law and prior to the date of Decision XX. certain members of
John A. Logan Camp applied for Transfer Cards and were required each to pay the sum of One
dollar, and were given a receipt In the following language :
" ' Received One dollar for Transfer Card, to be returned If By-laws not approved.'
" The members paying these sums claim to have paid them under protest, while the Camp
claims they were paid upon the specific condition that, If the amendment was not approved, the
Camp would refund the money, but, If they were approved, none of the money would be refunded.
" The Division Commander, when promulgating Decision XX., notified the Camp that he had
received protests from the members who had paid the fee, and stated that as the By-laws went
Into effect only from the date of approval by the Division Commander, viz., March 17th, 1892, all
moneys accepted as fees under the provisions of the amendment were Improperly demanded and
must be repaid, and directed the Commander of the Camp to cause to be repaid such money.
This the Camp refused to do and now appeals to the Commander-in-Chief claiming that the Divi
sion Commander Improperly delayed action upon the proposed By-law and that the By-law having
been decided constitutional should be considered effectual from the date of Its adoption by the
Camp and not from the date of Its approval by the Division Commander and that In any event the
payment was under contract and that the money should not be refunded unless the By-laws were
disapproved.

" The Constitution clearly provides that Camp By-laws are not operative until approved by
tl.c Division Commander (Art. XVII., Chap. II.), and, although the provision requiring the pay
ment has been held not to be In violation of the Constitution, It had no valid existence until after
the date of Its approval by the Division Commander.
" There can be no question but that the Division Commander should have passed upon the
proposed amendment himself and permitted the Camp to appeal as stated In Decision XX., but
the fact that he did not caniot affect the right* of any member prior to the approval of the
By-law, and It Is but fair to state that the matter was delayed for some time at Commandery-lnChlef Headquarters by the Illness of the Judge Advocate GenernL
" As to the right of the Camp to retain moneys paid for Transfer Cards pending the approval
of the By-law, although there may be some merit In the technical claim that at the time of the
piyment a special contract was entered Into between the member and the Camp It does not seem
Just that a member should be forced to pay money for a Transfer Card to which he Is entitled as
a matter of right, at any time prior to the formal approval of the By-law, and does not, preclude
him Irom having such amount returned to him because of the language of the receipt given.
" The Camp had no right to Impose terms upon the granting of a Transfer Card until after
the approval of their By-laws, and If t hey were dissatisfied with the delay In passing upon the By
law their remedy was by appeal to these Headquarters.
" My decision, therefore. Is that the proposed By-law was operative only from March 17th,
1892, and that the money paid for Transfer Cards prior to that date must be considered as paid
under coercion and must be refunded to the members paying the same."
The Opinion an! Decision therein referred to are as follows :
March 9, 1892.
Decision XX.
" Gen. John A. Logan Camp No. 2, Division of Maryland, having proposed an amendment to
their By-laws as follows :
" Any brother against whom no charges exist, and who has paid all debts, shall, on written
application and the payment of o::e dollar, receive a Transfer Card or an Honorable Discharge in
accordance with Art. IV., Sees. 2 and 8. page 10, C. K. & n."
" The question submitted by the Comma uder ot the Maryland Division Is as to whether the
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provision requiring the payment of a fee for a Transfer Card Is Constitutional, and my attention
Is called to Decision XXIX. of General Webb (page 34, Jour. Pro. Tenth Annual Encampment) hold
ing that a fee can be charged for an Honorable Discharge.
" Although the regular proceeding In this case would have been for the Commander of the
Division to have passed upon the proposed amendment in the first place and then to have allowed
the Camp to take an appeal If they so desired, in accordance with Decision LVII. of General
W bb (page 44, Jour. Pro. 10th Annual Encampment), in which deci3lon I fully concur. In view of
the fact that I had previously communicated with the commander of the Division upon the sub
ject Involved in the proposed amendment, I determined to accede to his request for a decision upon
the question.
" Opinion No. 8 of the Judge Advocate General Is forwarded herewith, and although 1 recog
nize the force of the argument that any member of the Order who comes within the Con
stitutional provision of having paid all his debts Is entitled, as a matter of right, to
a Transfer Card and that the Camp has no power to place any limitation whatever upon such
right, and also that It the right existed to charge One dollar for a Transfer Card any larger sum
might with equal propriety be demanded, and although I have even expressed an opinion, with
out careful examination of the subject, that such By-law as Is here proposed would be unconstitu
tional, I feel obliged to follow the established precedents and to decide this question upon the
authority of Decision XXIX., above referred to, and Decision Ljv. and Opinion XIX. (pp. 42 and
108, Jour. Pro., Tenth Annual Encampment), which latter was approved by the Commandery-lnChlef (p. 316, 10.).

" My decision,
approved."

therefore, is that the proposed By-law Is not unconstitutional

and should be

Judge AnvocATK General's Opinion VTH.
March 8, 1892. ,
" Referring to the Inquiry of the Commander of the Maryland Division regarding the Camp
rule for charging One dollar for an honorable discharge, 1 will say that Section 3 of Article IV.,

II., Camp Constitution, Is too clear to admit of any doubt.
The Camp Constitution says he sliall, under certain contingencies, receive an Honorable
Discharge. It Is Imperative. No condition can be attached to It. A modification of It by a Camp
Is Inconsistent with the Constitution.
The law says he shall have It when he Is in good standing.
It does not give any one authority to charge him One dollar for It."
Chapter

"

Camp No. 8, Division of Maryland, appeals from said Decision XXXVI. In the consideration
I trust the Commandery-ln-Chlef will also pass upon the question Involved in
Decision XX. as to the right of Camps to charge lees for Transfer Cards or Honorable Discharges.

of this appeal

Secono. in the second case the decision was rendered upon a question submitted by Division
Commander Newton, of Indiana, and the appeal is taken by the Pennsylvania Division.
My decision and the opinion of the Judge Advocate General therein referred to are as follows :
Decision

XIX.

March 8, 1893.

The question submitted by the Commander of the Indiana Division which Is quoted In the
Judge-Advocate General's Opinion No. 7 herewith, Is, as I understand It, whether upon the dlsbandment of a Camp the Captain Is required to forward all property of the Camp to Division
Headquarters, or whether upon the payment of all Per Capita Tax and other obligations to the
Division, they may dispose of the property as they see nt.
I fully concur in the conclusion reached by the Judge-Advocate General, as I can find no
provision in the Constitution restricting the power of Camps In the disposition of their property
or giving Divisions any Interest In such property or any claim on the Camp funds other than for
the collection of the Per Capita Tax and the enforcement of Its monetary obligations to the Di
vision, except Sec. 3, Art. I., Chap, v., which provides, in case of the surrender or forfeiture of
the Charter, that all property of the Division, or Order, Including all books of record, orders,
rituals and Camp papers shall be turned over to the Division Adjutant.
This section applies specifically to the property of the Division or Order, and cannot there
fore Include Camp funds or Camp property (See Opinion XXV., G. A. R. Blue Book, page 198.)

Jtoge

Advocate

General's Opinion

VLT.

March 2, 1892.

Replying to the Inquiry of the Commander of the Indiana Division, which Is as follows :

" When a Camp disbands Is the Captain of the Camp required to forward to Division Head
quarters all money, flags, furniture, guns, side arms, drums, etc., or may the Camp pay up the
Division Per Capita Tax and dispose of all of the other property, and divide among the members
thereof? "
1 will say that I find a peculiar state of affairs to exist. Sec. 7, Art. VIII., Chap. II., Camp
Constitution, defines the duties of the Quartermaster-Sergeant,
The obligation of Camp officers
and Staff Is to the effect that they will " turn over to their successors, etc." Now, they have ns
In fact
much authority to turn it over to the Woman's Relief Corps as to the Division.
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they have no authority for either. The laws which were provided for the creation of Camps
never contemplated their destruction, and made no provision lor the disposition of Camp property.
My answer to the Inquiry Is that there Is no authority for the Division claiming the prop
erty of a disbanded Camp.
COURTS-MARTIAL.

I am pleased to report that only thirteen Court-martial proceedings were received by me, a
much less number than were acted upon by any previous administration of which record can be
found.
In all cases they were referred to the Judge Advocate General for his opinion, and copies
of all his opinions and all the decisions of the Commander-in-Chief are hereto annexed, as also
Opinions 28 to 35. Inclusive, of Judge Advocate General Weeks, which were not printed In tho
Report of the Proceedings of the Tenth Annual Encampment.
THE ROWLEY

JUDGMENT.

The Judgment In favor of Bro. II. T. Rowley, of Pittsburg, recovered In the Court of Com
mon Pleas of Alleghany County, Pennsylvania, In January, 1888, for $578.05 and costs amounting"
to fSH.50. was referred to Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin for examination, In accordance with
the action of the Tenth Annual Encampment, but no report has yet been received from him.
PAST COMMANDER-lN-CniEF

ARNOLD.

The Commandery-ln-Chlef, at the Ninth Annual Encampment, appropriated the sum of
1200 to aid in the erection of a suitable monument to Past Commander-in-Chief Arnold, and said
amount was again appropriated at the last meeting of the Commandery-ln-Chlef upon the recom
mendation of Past Commander-in-Chief Webb, but no request has yet been made by the Pennsyl
vania Division for the payment of the same, although I am Informed that an amount has been
raised by the Division sufficient to complete said memorial.
Recommendation So. 2. I therefore recommend that the sum of $200 heretofore appropriated
(the same not having been expended) be again appropriated for the purpose of assisting in the
erection of a monument to Past commander-in-Chief Arnold.
OFFICIAL

VISITS.

The necessity of a careful attention to the many details of the work at Headquarters,
together with my other official duties and the conflicting dates selected for many of the Division
Encampments, rendered It Impossible for me to make as many official visits as I desired, but I have
endeavored
to keep In touch with the various Divisions by frequent correspondence
with the
Division Commanders ; and, although I am confident that visits of the Commander-in-Chief to
Division Encampments are always productive of good results, I feel that the energy and ability of
the commanding officers of the Divisions during the past year have sufficiently kept alive the
enthusiasm of our members, and that the saving In Traveling Expenses caused In part by the In
ability of the Commander-in-Chief to make such visits, while It has deprived me of the pleasure of
meeting the Brothers of the various Divisions, will largely compensate for the loss of such benefit
by making It 'possible to turn over the Order to my successor nearly, If cot quite, out of debt.
ARREARAGES.

Upon assuming command there was reported as due to the Commandery-ln-Chlef, among
other amounts, the sum of $34.75 from the Division of Missouri, and $<J7.03from the Division of
Pennsylvania, both of which sums were claimed by the Divisions to have been ordered can
celed by the Ninth Annual Encampment.
Their claim was found to be correct, and upon their tiling a statement of their objection to
the payment of said amounts, as required by the resolution adopted by the Councll-ln-Chlcf and
by the Commandery-ln-Chlef (see p. 140, Jour. Pro. Ninth Annual Encampment) the
approved
said Indebtedness was canceled.
There were many other claims made by various Divisions of errors In their accounts, but all
have been adjusted, except a claim against the Division of Rhode Island for the sum of $2 for a
Camp Charter Issued in 188!),which said Division claims to have paid, and which claim of payment ,
owing to the absence of the cash-book for that period, cannot be satisfactorily disputed.
Recommendation So. 3.
Rhode Island of $2 be canceled.

I

therefore recommend
SONS OF VETERANS

that the charge against the Division of
GUARDS.

The action of the last Encampment In creating a Military Rank to be known as the " Sons
of Veterans Guards," and directing the appointment of a Commandant and Advisory Hoard to
organize and establish t lie same and to report to this Encampment was a very Important event
In the history of our Order, ard the report to be presented by those officers will detail fully the
work that lias been accomplished.
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In considering this subject certain tacts must not be lost sight of. The Committee having
In charge this Important work, realizing tully the evils that might follow hasty action, devoted
considerable time to the careful preparation of the details of organizing this new branch In our
Order, and as a result the official circular giving the particulars for the formation of companies,
&c., was not Issued until the latter part of October. They also labored under the disadvantages
arising from the uncertainty as to whether the Military Rank would be continued by this
Encampment, there being a very general feeling throughout the order that It might be so modifled by subsequent legislation that the expenditure of time and money by those who had Joined
the Military Rank would be virtually lost.
Tlie departure from the old customs and methods coming at the same time as the changes
In the titles of Camp officers made It difficult to convey to the Order at large a correct understand
ing of the exact situation and of the objects sought to be accomplished, and tho;e who were
originally opposed to the movement as well as those who were desirous of preserving the use of
the military titles of all officers appear to have made common cause not only within the Order
but through the medium of newspaper articles for the purpose of increasing the misunderstand
ing and magnifying the feeling of uncertainty.
Not withstanding these difficulties substantial progress has beenmade, and, considering that
the Military Hank has had but a few months of trial, the results have been very satisfactory.
Although It Is quite possible that the Sons of Veterans Guards will not accomplish ull that
we desire In strengthening our Order, and although it will undoubtedly be also necessary to make
changes In our Ritual, from all the Information that I have been able to obtain I am satisfied that
the organization of the Sons of Veterans Guards has proven of benefit to the Order.
Recommendation So. 4. I therefore recommend that the Military Rank be continued, as the
" Sons of Veterans Guards " are now organized, until the next National Encampment, that Com
mandant Hurlbut be reappointed, and that the sum of $300 be appropriated for the purposes of
said organization.
RITUAL.

The proposed new Ritual as adopted at the last Encampment was published and submitted
to every Camp In the Order for the test of a practical trial and, the suggestions received from the
camps were forwarded to the Committee, whose report will be presented to you for action.
PROCEEDINGS.

In accordance with the Instructions of the last Encampment, after distributing to Divisions
such copies of the old proceedings as were called for, all old proceedings were destroyed, except
such as were necessary to complete files for now Camps.
Recommendation No. 5. I recommend that three thousand copies of the proceedings of this
meeting be published under the supervision of the retiring administration, and that they be dis
tributed to all members of the Commandery-ln-Chlef and through Division Headquarters to all
Camps.
CONSTITUTION,

KUI.ES

AND REGULATIONS.

One of the provisions of the new Constitution required the publication, quarterly, In General
Orders of a detailed report of the Cjuartermaster-General showing the receipts and expenditures
for the preceding quarter, together with the cash value of all supplies on hand, and, In addition
to this report, there has been published quarterly, during the past year as soon as it could be pre
pared by the Adjutant-General, a consolidation of the reports of the Division-Adjutants, which I
am satisfied has been of great benefit by showing throughout the year the actual condition of the
Order.
Recommendation Xo. 6. I therefore recommend that See. 3, Art. V., Chap. IV., C. R. & R., be
"He shall consolidate the re
amended, so that the last sentence thereof shall read as follows:
ports of Division Adjutants, which consolidation shall he pnbltsliea quarterly in General Orders,
and he shall prepare a roll of all members of the Commandery-ln-Chlef who are entitled to vote
therein."
Prior to the adoption of the new Constitution, Division Adjutants and quartermasters were
required to forward their reports to C'ommandery-ln-chlef Headquarters within thirty days after
the expiration of the quarterly term. This period, however, was extended to sirty days by
changes made In Sections 2 and 6 of Article I I., Chapter v., although Divisions were still required
to forward their per capita tax within thirty days (Sec. 1, Art. III.. Chap, v.) and to make final
settlement with the Quartermaster-General at least fourteen days prior to the stated meeting
of the Councll-in-Chlef.
The extension of time for Division Officers to forward their reports does not seem to have
produced any beneficial results. For the quarter ending September ::n, isii],rive reports were
forwarded within thirty days, twelve more within sixty days, and the officers of fourteen Divisions
For the quarter end
took from sixty to one hundred and fifty-one days to forward their reports.
ing December 31. ISfll, ten Divisions forwarded their reports wlililn the Constitutional limit of
time, and the officers of twenty one Divisions apparently suited their own convenience, the last
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report not being received until April l % 1R92. For the quarter ending March 81, 1892, nine reports
were received in time and twenty-two were delayed beyond the period nxed by law, the last
report being received July 29, 1S92, or nearly four months after the close of the quarter.
The early date fixed for this Encampment made It necessary that reports for the second
quarter of 1892 should be received at Headquarters within twenty-five days after the close of the
quarter, and such reports, therefore, show a very much larger number of suspended members and
delinquent Camps than would have been reported had the full period of time been allowed. It
seems hardly proper to compel Division Officers, who have been recently elected, to submit at »he
beginning of their term such an unsatisfactory, and, in many Instances, unfair report, and I
have therefore directed the Adjutant General to prepare his report, based only upon the three
quarters ending September 30, 1891, December 31, 1891, and March 31, 1892, and would suggest that
Divisions be allowed until September 15, 1892, to prepare and forward supplemental reports for the
quarter ending June 80, 1892, and that the Consolidated Report for that quarter be corrected and
published with the report of AdJutant.General Tobias In the proceedings of this Encampment,
and now ask the Commandery-ln-Chlef to approve such action.
I am unable to discover any good reason for allowing a longer period than thirty days for
the forwarding of Division reports. Camp Officers are required to make returns to Division Head
quarters upon l he first day of the new quarter, and there can be no valid excuse for a delay of
more than a week, and certainly Division Officers, if competent to perform the duties of their
respective offices, should be able to consolidate those returns within three weeks.
Delays in the
transaction of official business are never Justifiable, and when permitted, often result, as has been
shown during the past year, in lax business methods and disregard of constitutional provisions.
Recommendation A'o. 7. I therefore recommend the amendment of Sees. 2 and 6 of Art. II.,
Chap, v., by the substitution of the word " thirty" for the word "sixty" wherever the same
occurs in said sections.
Recommendation No. 8. I further recommend, so as to give full time for the forwarding of
reports for the quarter ending June 30th In each year, that Sec. 1, Art. III., Chap. IV., be amended
so as to read as follows : " Sec. 1. There shall be an annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chlef
between August 15th and September 30th of each year."
OFFICERS' REPORTS.

The reports of the various officers of the staff and the recommendations contained theneln
deserve your careful consideration. They have been unremitting In their efforts to Improve the
condition of the Order In their respective departments, and the suggestions made by them are
the result of their experience during the past year and have my unqualified endorsement.
DIVISION

July

OF OKLAHOMA.

and Oklahoma Territory, the
Division of Oklahoma was organized and Division Officers appointed. Shortly after assuming
command, not having received any reports, I wrote Commander Allison and have been in con
stant communication with him endeavoring to obtain some official Information of the condition
of the Camps in his Division.
No reports have been received from said Division, and the Division Commander has Informed
me that they were unable to hold an Encampment.
Recommendation A'o. U. I therefore recommend that the Charter of the Division of Okla
homa bo revoked and that the Camps In the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory be re
attached to the Division of Kansas for Jurisdictional purposes.
On

25, 1891, there being six camps in the Indian Territory

REVENUES

AND FINANCES.

Upon assuming command, the assets reported by the last administration cansistcd of Cash,
$1,031.62 ; Supplies, estimated at selling price, $2,781.63; Furniture (at cost price), $501.50; and
Records, being ihe books of record and account of the order, $471.50.
The Item of " Records on hand, $471.50," was not In any proper sense an asset, as it should
have been originally charged to General Expenses, aDd the value of the supplies was reduced to
$2,124.07 by taking the same at cost price in accordance with the usual business methods.
As against the items of Cash and Division Liabilities amounting in the aggregate to $1,328.22
there were debts from the preceding administration, including t he expenses of the Encampment
and printing proceedings, but exclusive of debts for supplies, amounting to $2,118 47. As against
the value of supplies on hand there was an unpaid bill of Major A. P. Davis of $710.95 and obliga
tions to Divisions for supplies paid for but not delivered amounting to $11.40. The real condition
of our Order therefore was that, against a cash deficiency of $790.25, there was a net surplus in
supplies taken at cost of $1,371.72, and furniture that cost $504.50, or a net surplus exclusive of
furniture of $581.47.
We have charged off to expense account ten per centum of the cost of the furniture on hand
at the beginning of the year and the recommendation of the Quartermaster-General to continue
such procedure Is heartily approved.
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Although the legislation of the last Encampment, the adoption of the new Constitution,
r ules and Regulations, the organization of the Sons of veterans (.uards and the printing and prom
ulgation of the proposed new ritual have very largely increased the expenditures at Commandery-ln-chl'1! Headquarters, and although the early date of this Encampment has reduced very
materially the amount received for per capita tax for the quarter ending June 30, 1892, It Is a
source of great gratification that we are able to report at this date cash on hand f 3,358.43, amounts
due from various Divisions f-.S5.8B, and supplies amounting at cost price to $2,586.67, with no out
standing liabilities except an Indebtedness of $938.40 to Major A. P. Davis, $18.51 due various Di
visions, and $43.50, the amount of contributions received for the Andersonvllle Prison Fund.
Recommendation So. 10. I therefore recommend that the per capita tax payable to the
Commandery-ln- Chief remain as heretofore— four cents per quarter, sixteen cents per annum.
As will be seen by the report of the Quartermaster-General, the expenses of the Annual
Meetings of the Commandery-ln-Chief are very large.
The cost to the Order of the Ninth Annual Encampment, Including the expenses of report
ing and printing the proceedings, was $2,280.88, the cost of the Tenth Annual Encampment was
$3,442.01, and owing to the distance which many of the Commandery-ln-Chlef officers will be
obliged to travel and the additional expenses of the Advisory Board of the S. v. Guards and the
Committee on Ritual, which are unusual, the cost of this Encampment will probably be lour
thousand dollars.
It has seemed to me, notwithstanding the advantages derived by those who attend National
Encampments, that tbe Order at large is not sufficiently benefited to warrant this expendi
ture annually. The annual legislation also, which always results In constitutional changes,
undoubtedly Interferes with the proper and harmonious working of the Order. Many brothers
fail to make themselves familiar with the amendments of the organic law, and confusion often
Despite the radical changes In our Constitution made at the Minneapolis Encampment,
ensues.
which rendered It of the first importance that every member of the Order should be supplied with
a copy of the new Constitution, there were only 40,550 copies ordered from these Headquarters,
and, when we consider that during the past year about 18,000 new members were mustered, every
one of whom must have received a copy, it becomes apparent that many of our members cannot
be familiar with the changes In our Constitution made by the Commandery-ln-Chlef at Its last
meeting.
There seems to be a very general feeling among the rank and file of our membership that
our Constitution is amended too frequently, and that one of the evils from which we are suffering
Is too much legislation.
Recommendation So. 11. I therefore recommend that our Constitution be so amended as to
provide for biennial sessions of the Commandery-ln-Chlef, extending the terms of officers, and
making such other changes as would be rendered necessary thereby, such amendment, however,
not to go Into effect until after the Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Commandery-ln-Chlef.
I have also been impressed with the advantages that would accrue It Divisions were repre
sented by Commanders who had served during the major portion of their term and had learned
by practical experience the needs of their Divisions and the methods of Commandery-in-Chlef
Headquarters rather than by newly elected officers who had not yet had time to become familiar
with the details of their own work. Without making a formal recommendation upon this subject, I
desire to present as a suggestion the desirability, after the Twelfth Annual Meeting, of holding
Encampments of the Commandery-ln-Chlef between November 15th and December 15th.
GROWTH OF THE ORDER.

The early date of holding this Encampment heretofore referred to renders It Impossible to
make any comparison other than upon the membership for the quarters ending September 30,
1891, December 31, 1891, and March 31, 1892.
Although there were reported to be 54,728 members In good standing, and 10,861 members
suspended at the close of June, 1891, the quarterly report received by this administration within
one month after assuming command showed only 50,879 members In good standing with 11,793
members suspended.
The report for the quarter ending December 31, 1890, showed 53,519 members In good st and
ing and 5,756 members suspended, while the report for the corresponding quarter In 1891 shows
53JOT members In good standing and 7.350 members suspended.
It Is especially noticeable that the larger Divisions are, as a rule, the ones that show the
least Improvement ; In fact, many of them show a loss.
Of the Divisions reporting over 2,500 members In good standing at the end of the first quarter
of 1891, Ohio, Hllnols, Indiana and Iowa show losses ranging from 32 to 11 per centum, while Penn
sylvania, Massachusetts, Kansas and New York show gains varying from five to fifteen per centum.
Tbe number mustered Into the Order during the last three quarters of 1891 and the first
quarter of 1892, was 22,959, yet during the period the actual membership In good standing was de
creased 1,433. During that period 36,955 members
were suspended,
15,633 reinstated and 1,206
dropped.
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Like my predecessors I am unable to reach any satisfactory conclusion as to the cause of tills
lack of growth. The principles of our Order are the most noble and unselfish, that can be con
I think It can be said without any flattery or self-conceit. Includes the
ceived ; our membership,
flower of the young men of our country— the blue blood of the Republic— because t here flows In
their veins the loyal blood of the heroes who preserved our Union. Can It be possible that suffi
cient care Is not exercised In the examination of applicants, and that we admit to membership
those who do not appreciate the privilege, who do not realize that In being mustered Into our
Order and In taking the obligation of membership they enlist In the noble work which we are
banded together to carry on, and that In permitting their membership to be terminated by being
dropped they place themselves In the same category with those who in the troublous times of
'61- 05 were branded as
deserters." In those days the enlistment was for the preservation of our
Union ; In our Order the enlistment Is for the preservation and perpetuation of the memories of
those who fought the Nation's battles and handed down to us the priceless heritage of a free and
united country.
Were deserters from the Order treated as they deserve, would they not be rewer In number ?
I hope that during this Encampment a full and free discussion of this question will be had
and that the Commander of each Division will express, without reserve, his views of the cause of
this lack of growth and his remedy therefor.
Recommendation So. 13. I therefore recommend that a time be devoted to such Interchange
of views, and that each Division Commander be required to speak fully upon the subject.
OCR RELATIONS

WITH THE GRAND ARMY

OF TUE REPUBLIC.

During the past year the friendly relations heretofore existing between the Grand Army of
the Republic and our Order have continued without Interruption, and I am Indebted to the officers
of that organization for many courtesies. Many Post Commanders of the Grand Army have
applied for Information relative to the organization of Camps, and have been Instrumental In per
fecting such organization. Department Commanders have always shown the kindliest Interest In
our success, and have contributed In many ways to our advancement, commander-in-chief
Palmer has never failed to express his belief In the principles and purposes of our Order, and in
tends to present to the National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic a statement of
the work that we have accomplished.
Our Order again contributed to the decoration of the graves of the unknown Union dead who
lie burled In the Department of Georgia, and relieved a number of Veterans and their families, and
the Division of Massachusetts has decided to furnish, on each Memorial Day, the flags with which
to decorate the graves of those who died In the Andersonvllle Prison pen.
COMMITTEE

OF ARRANGEMENTS.

The local Committee of Arrangements deserve the highest credit for the faithful and ener
getic performance of their duties. Immediately after the adjournment of the last Encampment
they began making preparations for our entertainment, and their enthusiasm and unremitting
They have
effort will certainly make this Encampment memorable In the annals of our Order.
relieved the Commander-in-Chief of a great burden or detail and worriment , and for their valuable
assistance and many courtesies he desires to express his grateful appreciation.
CONCLUSION.

I

have now given an account of my stewardship, and am prepared to hand over to a more
worthy brother the trust that was confided to me.
If my administration has been In any degree successful, the credit belongs to the officers of
the various Divisions and to the members of my staff, and especially am I Indebted to the Adju

tant-General and Quarterniaster-General for their unceasing devotion to the exacting duties at
Headquarters.
In surrendering my command and retiring to the ranks, I am overcome with mingled feel
ings of Joy and sorrow, of relief and regret, and realize now more fully than ever how inadequate
are mere words to express the deeper emotions of the heart. I will therefore not at tempt the im
possible, but will bid you farewell and God speed.
In considering the record of the past year, without asking you to withhold just criticism,
I beg of you to cover my shortcomings with the mantle of charity, and to rest assured that such
errors of Judgment as I may have committed were due to no fault of the heart.
May the bonds of friendship which have joined us together never be weakened, and may we
prove ourselves worthy of our sires and worthy of the trust assumed when we took our obliga
tions as Sons of Veterans, and, continuing to strive for the advancement of our noble Order, may
wc close Life's labors In the sweet satisfaction of lives well spent and duties faithfully performed.
Respectfully submitted in F. C. and L.,
Bartow S. Weeks,
Commander-in-Chief.
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DECISIONS.

October 10, 1891.
Decision I.
The question submitted by Lt.-C'ol. H. S. Foster, commanding Division or Vermont, S. V.
U. S. A., is whether a Colonel, who has resigned and whose resignation has been accepted, Is a
member of the Division council until his successor has been Installed.
The Constitution provides that officers shall hold office until their successors are Installed,
but It also provides (Sec. 3), that " any vacancies which may occur In the elective offices of the
Division Encampment may be filled by the Division Council for the unexpired term, and, in the
meanwhile, the next officer In rank shall, under the direction of the Colonel, assume the vacant
chair and perform the duties of the office."
The acceptance of the resignation of the Colonel by the Commander-in-Chief created a
vacancy In such office, and, under the direction of the Commander-in-Chief, the next officer in
rank, to wit, the Lieutenant-Colonel, has assumed command, and Is now performing the duties of
the office.
The former Colonel, therefore, has no right to a seat in the Division Council.

Decision II.
October 10, 1891.
The question submitted by Col. F. C. Stlllson, commanding Division of Michigan, S. V.
V. S. A., is whether a comrade of the Grand Army Is competent to act as a member of a Courtmartial to try Brothers of this Order.
It seems to me there can be no room for doubt that comrades of the G. A. R. are not com
petent members of the Court. Our constitution is framed to govern our own Order, and, unless
special mention is made of others, it can have reference to none but our own members.
November", 1891.
Decision III.
The question submitted by Colonel Shelre, commanding the Minnesota Division, is as to his
authority to revoke commissions of captains for neglect of duty, such as not sending in quar
terly reports for two quarters.
There Is no authority in the Constitution for such revocations of commissions, and I am of
the opinion that it can only be accomplished by the preferment of charges against the delinquent
captains, who can, in the meantime, be suspended from office, and the sentence of the Court may
degrade them from office and deprive them of all present and past rank.
Vpon the suspension of a captain, the first-lieutenant can be ordered to assume command
and forward the reports.
November 11, 1891.
Decision IV. (J. A. Gen. Op. I.)
B. W. Frauenthal, Commanding Division of Missouri, S. V. U. S. A., St. Louis, Mo.
Sib— I have the honor to return herewith the letter of E. S. Gottschalk, together with a
copy of the opinion of the Judge Advocate General, which opinion Is approved.

(J. A. Gen., Op. II.) '
M. Bebele, Commanding Pennsylvania

November 21, 1891.
Division, S. V. U. S. A., Alleghany Cttv, Perm,
My dear Colonei^-I have the honor to enclose the proceedings, findings and sentence in the
Court-martial ot Brother J. L. Van Tine, of Camp No. 239 of your Division, together with a copy
of the opinion of the Judge Advocate General thereon.
I concur in the opinion of the Judge Advocate General, and the proceedings, findings and
sentence are disapproved.
You will therefore reconvene the Court and have the errors pointed out by the Judge Advo
cate General corrected, if possible, and such further action taken as may be necessary, and the
corrected proceedings returned to these Headquarters for approval.
Decision V.

Col.

II.

Decision VI.
December 15, 1891.
Cttarles F. Morrison, Commanding Montana Division, S. V. U. S. A., Fort. Keogh, Montana.
Dear Sir and Commander— Yours ot the 9th Inst, at hand, inquiring whether the son of a
soldier can be considered eligible to membership in the Sons of Veterans whose father is carried
on the rolls of his State as a deserter, but proof is furnished that he died in an army hospital In
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Upon the case as presented, without any information as to the character of the proof of the
time and place of his death, I am of the opinion that he is not eligible and his proper proceeding

30

ELEVENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

Is to present proofs, If such he has, to the proper department of his Stale and have

the record

cleared.

I do not think it would be safe for us to admit to membership any one whose ancestor Is of
record as a deserter, no matter how satisfactory proof to the contrary might seem to us.
The record of his father's service should In all cases be made clear and straight.

Decision VII.
December 19, 1S91.
Xeeley, Commanding Division of Maryland, S. V. V. S. A ., Washington, D. C.
Sin— In answer to the question submitted by you as to whether In your Division Camps In
different States can use the same name. I regret to feel compelled under the language of the Con
stitution, which explicitly provides " that no two Camps In the same Division shall be allowed to
use the same name or number," to decide the question In the negative, although I feel very
strongly that In a Division covering several States no hardships or Inconveniences would arise
from permitting Camps In different States to use the same name, as we always hope to make of
each State an Independent Division.
As to the other question submitted by you, whether Transfer Cards granted by Division
Commanders to members of disbanded Camps who were lu good standing at the time of such dis
solution shall date from the time of the surrender of the Charter or from the present time, I am
clearly of the opinion that the transfer should date from the time of the surrender of the Charter ;
otherwise, a member of a disbanded Camp might virtually have nearly two years within which to
apply for membership in another Camp in the Order.

John R.

December 22, 1891.
Decision VIII.
0. C. Pan Bouten, Adjutant Iowa Division, S. V. U. S.' A.
Dear Sih and Brothek— Yours of the 19th lnst. at hand, and In reply to the question sub
mitted, " Can a Brother be a resident of the State of Minnesota and belong to a Camp in the Iowa
Division ?" my answer Is In the affirmative. It makes no difference where a Brother resides pro

vided he does not attempt to hold membership In more than one Camp.

January 2, 1893.
Decision IX. (J. A. Gen. Op. III.)
Charles K. Darling, Commanding Division of Massacliusetts, S. V. U. S. A. FUchimrg, Mass.
Dear Sir and Brother— I return herewith the proceedings, findings and sentence In the
Court-martial of Bro. Win. McFarland of Camp No. 33 of your Division, together with a copy of the
Judge Advocate General's Opinion III. The proceedings, findings and sentence must be disap
proved for the reason stated In the opinion of the Judge Advocate General, unless the Court can
be reconvened and proper proof of service of notice upon the accused Inserted In the record, In
which case, after such alteration is made, the proceedings may be again forwarded to these Head
quarters, but will not be considered unless received in duplicate.
January 2, 1892.
Decision X. (J. A. Gen. Op. IV.)
E. Holmes, Commanding Division of .Veto York, S. V. IT. S. A., Mount Vernon, S. Y.
Dear Sir and Brother— I enclose Opinion IV. of the Judge Advocate General upon the
questions submitted by you under date of December 18th :
" Who constitute the Division Council? Is It composed of the Division elective and ap
pointive officers, as heretofore, or of the three elective members only? "
which opinion Is approved, and In addition to the reasons stated by the Judge Advocate General
I :leslre to base my decision upon the last sentence In Par. fifth of Art. IX., Chap. IV. of the
Coinm:indery-ln-Clilef constitution as revised at St. Joseph, Mo., reading as follows:
" Such alterations, amendments and changes In the Constitution, Rules, Regulations and
Ritual shall, after promulgation by the Commander-in-Chief, be considered a part of the General
Rules, Regulations and Ritual as the case may be, annulling and repealing all such parts as con
flict with it."
Clarence

January 11, 1892.
Decision XI.
ir. A. Irvine, Adjutant Ohio Division, S. V. U. S. A., Xewark, Ohio.
Dear Sir and Brother— I return herewith the letter of C. R. Smith, Commanding Camp
Xo. 230 of your Division, and In reply to your quest ion as to the terms upon which a Camp can

to an adjoining village. I would state that Camps may move from one village to another
within the same Division, with the approval of the Division Commander, and have a new Charter
Issued stating such change of locatlc, upon application to the, Commander-in-Chief through
Division Headquarters, upon the payment of the usual fee of fifty cents.
move
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February 6, 1892.
Decision XII.
The proceedings In the Court-martial of Bro. A. B. Corson, Camp No. 8, Division of Pennsyl
vania, having been corrected in accordance with Opinion VI., Judge Advocate General (B. S.
W.), as approved by Decision XII. of the Commander-in-Chief (L. J. W.), are herewith returned
with my approval thereon endorsed, and you are instructed to have the sentence of the Court
carried Into effect.
February 15, 1892.
Decision XIII.
The question submitted by the Commander of the Nebraska Division Is whether, In view of
the By-laws of that Division, adopted June, 1889, fixing the amount for Charter Fees at Fifteen
dollars, and the Per Capita Taxatnfty cents per annum, the Division Council have power to
increase the Charter Fee to Twenty dollars and the Per Capita Tax to fifteen cents per quarter.
The Constitution Is clear upon this subject and provides that the Charter Fee shall be fixed
by the By-laws of the Division (Chap, v., Art. I., Sec. 1), and the Per Capita Tax by the Division
Encampment (Chap, v., Art. III., Sec. 2).
The Division Council therefore have no power to modify the existing provisions.
February 15, 1893.
Decision XIV. (J. A. Gen. Op. V.)
Opinion V. of the Judge Advocate General In the matter of the Court>martlal of Brother
George F. Judd, Camp No. 60, Division of New York, Is concurred in, and the proceedings, findings
and sentence of the Court are approved, and the Commander of the New York Division will pro
ceed to carry the sentence Into effect.
February 15, 1898.
Decision XV.
The question submitted by the Commander of the Maryland Division Is whether the elec
tion and Installation as Captain of his Camp of a brother who Is an elective member of the Di
vision Council thereby vacates his office as a member of the Division Council.
General Griffin, In his Opinion XXX. (page 27. Blue Book), held that the election of a Camp
Captain as Colonel of his Division vacated his previous rank. This decision seems to have been
rendered upon the theory that they were both commissioned offices.
General Webb, In Decision XXXII. (page 86, Journal of Proceedings), held that members of
the Division Council were not commissioned officers, as they had no rank.
I am, therefore, of the opinion that there Is no Inconsistency In a member of the Order
being at the same time a member of the Division Council and the Captain of his Camp.
Decision XVI.
March 9, 1892.
The Judge Advocate of the Pennsylvania Division submits two questions for decision :
First. Does the new Constitution allow the reinstatement of dropped members upon the
payment of the muster fee without the payment of their past indebtedness of one year's dues ?
Although the Constitution is not as clear as It should be upon this point, I am of opinion,
from an examination of the language of the various sections having reference thereto and of the
discussion upon the provision for Issuing dispensations to muster dropped members of defunct
Camps (p. 226, Journal of Proceedings, 10th Annual Encampment) where the sum of two
dollars was fixed as a fee for such dispensation, which sum was to be paid by the applicant for
reinstatement In addition to the muster fee, that It was the Intention of the Commandery-lnChlef to preserve the requirement of the payment of past Indebtedness of one year's dues In
addition to the usual muster fee.
Second. Whether the proof of the membership of an ancestor in the Grand Army of the
Republic is satisfactory proof of the ancestor's record upon the question of eligibility, If the
applicant is otherwise qualified.
It was the clear purpose of the Encampment In adopting the last portion of Sec. l, Art. II.,
Chap. II., to accomplish that result, and the language used Is so clear that I can see no oppor
tunity for question.
Decision xvn.
March 8, 1892.
The question submitted by the Commander of the Division of Colorado Is whether a brother
can hold his position as a member of the Division Council if he takes his Transfer Card from one
of tbe camps and does not deposit It again In the same Camp or In another Camp in that Division.
A brother who receives a Transfer Card, until he is admitted into another Camp and until
such transfer becomes an Honorable Discharge, is still subject to the Jurisdiction of the Camp or
Division issuing such transfer, and his connection with the Order is not severed until the expira
tion of one year from the Issuance of the transfer.
I am, therefore, of the opinion that the taking of a Transfer Card does not vacate a Division
office until the expiration of one year from its Issuance, unless the brother holding It becomes a
member of a Camp in another Division.
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Decision XVIII. (J. A. Gea Op. VI.)
March 8, 189a
H. if. Reoele, Commantling Division of Pennsylvania. S. V. U. S. A., Alleghany City, Penn.
My dkar Commandf.ii— I have the honor to return the proceedings, findings and sentence of
the Court-martial In the trial ol Bro. William Shannon, Camp No. 20 ol your Division, together
with a copy of Opinion No. 0 of the Judge Advocate General.
Although the record apparently shows the inconsistencies pointed out hy the Judge Advo
cate General, they are clearly the result of the use of printed blanks by those who are not familiar
with the necessity of striking out of t he printed forms all Irrelevant matter, and the record taken
as a whole sliow3 conclusively to my mind that the accused was not present, although due notice
had been given him by the Judge Advocate of the Court. I am therefore constrained to disagree
with the recommendation of the Judge Advocate General, and I hereby approve the findings and
sentence of the Court, and direct you to carry the sentence Into effect.
Decision XIX. (J. A. Gen, Op. VII.)
March 8, 1S92.
The question submitted by the Commander of the Indiana Division which is quoted in the
Judge-Advocate General's Opinion No. 7 herewith, Is, as I understand it, whether upon the dlsbandment of a Camp the Captain is required to forward all property of the Camp to Division
Headquarters, or whether upon the payment of all Per Capita Tax and other obligations to the
Division, they may dispose of the property as they see fit.
I fully concur In the conclusion reached by the Judge-Advocate General, as I can find no
provision In the Constitution restricting the power of Camps in the disposition of their property
or giving Divisions any Interest In such property or any claim on the Camp funds other than for
the collection of the Per Capita Tax and the enforcement of its monetary obligations to the Di
vision, except Sec. 3, Art. I., chap v., which provides, in case of the surrender or forfeiture of
the Charter, that all property of the Division or Order, Including all books of record, orders,
rituals and Camp papers, shall be turned over to the Division Adjutant.
This section applies specifically to the property of the Division or order, and cannot there
fore Include Camp funds or Camp property (See Opinion XXV., G. A. H. Blue Book, page 198).
March 9, 1892.
Decision XX.
John A. Logon Camp No. 2, Division of Maryland, having proposed an amendment to
their By laws, as follows :
" Any brother against whom no charges exist, and who has paid all debts, shall, on written
application and the payment of One dollar, receive a Transfer Card or an Honorable Discharge In
accordance with Chap. II., Art. IV., Sees. 2 and 3, page 10, C. K. & K."
The question is submitted by the Commander of the Maryland Division as to whether the
provision requiring the payment of a fee for a Transfer Card Is constitutional, and my attention
Is called to Decision XXIX. of Gen. Webb (page 43, Jour. Pro. 10th Annual Encampment), holding
that a fee can be charged tor an Honorable Discharge.
Although the regular proceeding in this case would have been for the Commander to have
passed upon the proposed amendment in the first Instance, and then to have allowed the Camp
to take an appeal, If they so desired, In accordance with Decision LVII. of Gen. Webb (page
44, Jour. Pro. 10th Annual Encampment), in which decision I fully concur, in view of the fact that
I had previously communicated with the commander of the Division upon the subject Involved In
the proposed amendment, I determined to accede to his request for a decision upon the question.
Opinion No. 8 of the Judge-Advocate General Is forwarded herewith, and although I recog
nize the force of the argument that any member of the Order who comes within the Constitutional
provision of having paid all his debts Is entitled, as a matter of right, to a Transfer Card, and that
the Camp has no power to place any limitation whatever upon such right, and, also, that If the
right existed to charge One dollar for a Transfer Card, any larger sum might, with equal pro
priety, lie demanded, and although I have even expressed an opinion, without careful examina
tion of the subject, that such By-law as Is here proposed would be unconstitutional, I feel obliged
to follow the established precedents,
and to decide this question upon the authority of Decision
XXIX. above referred to, and Decision LIV. and Opinion XIX. (pages 42 and 106, Jour. Pro. 10th
Annual Encampment), which latter was approved by the Commandery-ln-Chlef (page 316, Id.).
My decision, therefore, is that the proposed By-law Is not unconstitutional, and should be
Gen.

approved.

Decision XXI.
March 8, 1892.
Division Order No. 1, Pennsylvania Division, January 29, contained the following sections
among others :
" L According to the new Constitution, Itules and Regulations and Proceedings of the Commandcry-ln-Chlef Encampment, the titles of all elective ortleers of Camps, Divisions and Com
mandery-ln-Chlef (except members of the Councils of the respective bodies) have been changed to
' Commander,
senior Vice and Junior Vice-Commanders.' The same will be enforced.
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H xiv. It has been reported that the By-laws of several Camps allow the reinstatement of
members dropped for less. than one year's dues. This is illegal and must be discontinued. By
laws allowing the same are In error and not In accord with Constitutional authority. Such
camps reinstating members for less than the payment of one year's dues will be governed strictly
by Opinion 66 of the Blue Book."
From these two sections Camp NO.-233 of the said Division appeals to the Commanderin-Chief alleging In opposition to Section L that their Camp officers were under the old c. K. * R.,
elected and Installed under the old titles, and that the ritual was not amended to conform to the
new constitution, and urging, In opposition to Section XIV. that It Is unjust to allow a Division
Commander to grant a Dispensation for any Camp to muster a dropped member of a defunct
Camp upon payment to the Division commander of Two dollars, while under Opinion 65, page 66 of
the Blue Book, a dropped member should only be reinstated In his Camp upon the payment of one
year's dues.
The objection to Section I. of the Division Order Is untenable as the new Constitutions, in so
far as they apply to Camps, went into effect December 1st, 1891, and the titles of the present offi
cers must be governed by the new Constitution.
As to the objection to Section XIV., It is undoubtedly true that In many cases the sum of
Two dollars required to be paid for a Dispensation (C. R. & R., Chap, v., Art. IX., Sec. 4) would be
less than the one year's dues for the non-payment;ot which the member was dropped ; but such
Dispensations can only be granted In cases where the Camp from which the brother was dropped
has ceased to exist, and In such case It would often be difficult to ascertain the amount of his
indebtedness to his Camp. It was therefore decided, after considerable discussion (pp. 226-7,
Jour. Pro., 10th Annual Encampment), to fix the amount at Two dollars, and such decision is linal
until amended.
The appeal of Camp No. 233 must accordingly be overruled.

XXII.
March 9, 1892.
Commanaing Division of Pennsylvania, S. V. U. S. A., Alleghany CUv, Perm.
My Dear Commander— I have the honor to return the proceedings of the Court-martial In
the trial of Brother W. H. Shuler, Quartermaster Sergeant of Camp No. 44 of your Division.
This brother Is charged with disobedience of the Constitution, By-laws, Rules and Regula
tions, and other orders coming from proper authority ; also with conduct unbecoming a member
in his relation to the Order, the specifications charging that he loaned or used funds of the Camp
in violation of the resolutions of the Camp, that he presented worthless checks In payment of the
tent of the hall, that he retained money donated for the relief of a brother and ordered to be paid
to the Division Quartermaster, that he disobeyed the orders of the Camp Commander to turn over
the funds of the Camp, and that he denied upon the floor of the Camp any misuse of Its funds.
In view of your statement of the necessity for speedy action, the brother being Junior vice
commander of the Division, I have examined the record and proceedings personally, without sub
mitting them to the Judge Advocate General, and And that the accused brother was present with
counsel and pleaded "guilty" to the charges, whereupon the Court sentenced him to be dishonor
ably discharged and dismissed from the Order.
The proceedings are regular and the sentence Just and they are therefore approved, and you
are directed to see that the Judgment of the court, is at once carried into effect.
Decision

II. H.

Rebele,

Decision

XXIII.

March 10, 1892.
Commanding Division of Ohio, S. V. IT. S. A.
My dear Commander— Your letter enclosing a request from the Commander of Camp
No. 60 of jour Division for a special Dispensation to muster a recruit under the age of eighteen
years at hand. This would be a clear violation of the Constlt :tlon, as no Dispensation can be
srranted therefor. The request should have been denied by Division Headquarters, and should
have reached these Headquarters, If at all, upon appeal.
It Is one of the duties of Division Commanders to decide questions of this character for
themselves, and thereby relieve these Headquarters from unnecessary work.

J.

V. HUltard,

Decision XXIV.
March 14, 1892.
The following questions are submitted by the Commander of the Division of South Dakota :
First. " Is a Past Colonel or Past Division Commander, who has served a full term, which
term was lor less than one year, entitled to past honors ? "
This question arises, because of the language of Paragraph Second, Sec. 1, Art. II., Chap.
III., " who have served for the full term of one year." There can be no question but that any past
officer who has served a full term Is entitled to past honors, regardless of the length of that term.
Second. " In my Division nearly all Camps are armed with guns and accoutrements loaned
by the State.
Many of the Camps are also uniformed. They drill regularly, and are designated
by the State as the 1st Regt.
The State MUltla is the 2nd Regt. Although the Camps are not
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organized In the new " Military Rank," are not the officers entitled to wear their shoulder straps
and chevrons 1
My decision upon this question Is that State officers are entitled to wear shoulder straps and
chevrons when on duty as part ot the State Militia, but when appearing as members of the Order
they are not entitled to wear any other Insignia ot rank than that provided for by Art. XIV.,
Chap, v., unless they are connected with the S. V. Guards, when they will be governed by the
rules and regulations governing that organization.
TniKD. " Is the grandson of a veteran, whose father was in the army, and who is not a
member of a Camp, eligible to membership ?
This question Is so clearly settled by Art. v., Chap. I., providing that all male descendants
of not less than eighteen years of age shall be eligible to membership, that I consider It almost
unnecessary to render any decision ; as, however, the question has been raised, I would state that
it is not necessary for the ancestor to have been a member of the Order to entitle his descendants
to membership.

March 15, 1892.
Decision XXV.
The question submitted by the Commander of the Missouri Division is asfollows :
" A Division elective officer, doing active Division work, desires to transfer from the Camp
of which he Is a member to another In the same Division. Would such an act on his part affect
his official position ? "

It would not : but he should at once deposit his Transfer Card in the other Camp and make
application for membership therein.
Decision XXVI. (.1. A. Gen., Op. IX.)
11. 8. Putter, Commanding Division of Vermont, S. V. U. s.

March 33, 1898.

A., Burlington,

VI.

My dear Commander— I have the honor to return the proceedings, findings and sentence
of the Court-martial In the trial of Bro. Leon A. Bumpus, of Camp No. 90 of your Division,
together with a copy of Opinion No. 9 of the Judge-Advocate General.
This brother Is charged with conduct unbecoming a member In his relation to the Order. In
that he was guilty of Immoral conduct in the presence of a member of the Woman's Heller
Corps.
The Irregularities referred to In the Judge-Advocate General's Opinion are those resulting
from the use of printed blanks by persons not familiar with the same, and, after a careful exami
nation of the record I am satisfied that the proceeding are legular and the sentence Just, and
therefore concur In the recommendation of the Judge-Advocate General for the approval
thereof.
You are directed to see that the Judgment of the Court Is at once carried into effect.
March «, 1894.
Decision XXVII. (J. A. Gen. Op. X.)
Charles K. Darling, Commanding Division of Massachusetts, S. V. U. S. A., fitcliburg, Mass.
My Dear commander— I have the honor to return the proceedings, findings and sentence of
the courHnartlal In the trial of Bro. C. A. White, of Camp No. 85 of your Division, together with
a copy of Opinion No. 10 of the Judge-Advocate General.
This brother is charged wit h the commission of a scandalous crime i,galnst the laws of the
land, to wit; the crime of adultery, and also with conduct unbecoming a member in his relation
to the Order, In obtaining money from brothers of the Order under false pretences, and was found
guilty of both charges and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from the Order.
The recommendation of the Judge-Advocate General is concurred in. The findings of the
second charge are disapproved ; the findings of the first charge and specifications are approved
and the sentence of dishonorable discharge Is approved, and you are directed to carry the same
Into effect at once.
March -29, lS9i
Decision XXVIII.
The following questions are submitted for decision by the Commander of the Massachusetts
Division :
" Is It allowable for members of the S. v. Guards to wear their Insignia of rank In the Camp

room?"
"Can

a Captain of the Guards, who Is also the Commander of a Camp, wear shoulder
straps while occupying the latter position, and would such appearance at Inspection be marked
against the Camp ?
Membe:sof the S. V. Guards are entitled to wear the insignia of their rank at all times, but
officers of Camps, while acting In that capacity, must also wear upon the left breast the Insignia
of rank provided for by Art. XIV., chap. V„ C. R. & R.
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April 9, 18!M
S. V. V. S. A., contained the following para

graph :

" 4. By a vote of the Division Council no Dispensations will hereafter be granted to Camps
unless application lor the same Is accompanied by a fee of one dollar."
Chicago tamp No. 1 of that Division protests against said Order upon the ground that
the Division Council have no power to make laws; and appeals to the Commander-in-Chief for
revocation of said article.
Their application Is denied, and the legality of the order sustained for the following
reasons:
The granting of Dispensations Is a matter of favor (see Sec. 1, Art. IX., Chap, v., c. H. *
K-), and not a matter of right.
The action of the Division Council was not In the nature of lawmaking, but only an advi
sory regulation for the guidance of the Division Commander.
Decision XXX. (J. A. Gen. Op. XII.)
April S3, 1892.
L. K. Finney, Commanding Division of Arkansas, S. V. U. S. A., Huntington, Ark.
My dear Commander— I enclose you herewith Opinion No. 12 of the Judge Advocate
eral, which Is approved, and
exception of Article VIII.

I

return the By-laws of the Arkansas

Division approved,

Gen

with the

Decision XXXL
April 28, 1882.
Frank Melvin, Commanding Division of Oregon, S. V. U. S. A., Portland, Ore.
My dear Commander— The question submitted by II. II. Taylor of your Division was
follows : " Whether the Chief of Staff has a vote In the Division Encampment."

as

You answered this question in the negative, and from your decision an appeal has been
taken.
Your decision is correct. The ofllce of chief of Staff Is not recognized by our Constitution,
and he cannot therefore be entitled to a voice as such in the Division Kncampnient.
The appeal Is therefore overruled.

April 28, 1892.
Decision XXXII. (J. A. Gen., Op. XI.)
Court-martial of Bro. W. S. Southwlck of Ellsworth Camp No. 60, Division of New York.
This brother was charged with the commission of a scandalous crime against the laws tit
the land in that lie claimed to have been robbed of a considerable amount of money belonging to
his emploj er, and was arrested on suspicion of having taken the money himself and having been
liberated on ball forfeited his ball.
Opinion No. 11 of the Judge Advocate General, a copy of which Is forwarded herewith. Is
approved and concurred In and the proceedings, findings and sentence are disapproved in accord
ance with his recommendation.
Decision

XXXIII.

April

28, 1892.

Commanding Division of Pennsilvatiia, S. V. U. S. A., Alleghany City, Penn.
My dear Commander— I have the honor to return the proceedings, llndlngs and sentence
In the Court-martial of Bro. J. L. Van Tine of Camp No. 239 of your Division.
This brother was charged with unlawful appropriation of the funds of his Camp In that he
retained money entrusted to him to pay the rent of the place of meeting and to pay bills for
fitting up Camp Headquarters and with conduct unbecoming a gentleman and a son of a veteran,
in that he retained for his own use money entrusted to him by brothers of the Camp to be paid
by him to the Quartermaster Sergeant as dues, and was found guilty and sentenced to be dis
honorably discharged from the Order.
The proceedings In this case were returned on November 21, 1891, disapproved, on account
of certain Irregularities and omissions pointed out In Opinion No. 2 of the Judge-Advocate
General. These having been corrected and supplied, the proceedings, findings and sentence are
approved, and you are Instructed to have the sentence of the Court carried into effect.
11. M. Rebele,

May 2, 1892.
Decision XXXIV.
The question submitted by the Commander of the New Hampshire Division Is whether
under Sec. 2, Art IV'., Chap. III., elections at Division Encampments may be by ballot as formerly
or whether they must be in accordance with that provision.
There Is no room for doubt upon this question. The new Constitution provides the only
method of conducting elections of Division officers, and requires that each member of the Dt
vision Encampment shall announce the candidate of his choice.
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June l, 1892.
Decision XXXV. (J. A. Gen. Op. XV.)
Cliarles K. Darling, Commanding Division of Massachusetts, S. F. IT. S. A., FUchbnrg, Mass.
My Dear Commander— I have the honor to return the proceedings, findings and sentence or
the Court-martial In the trial of Bro. Daniel A. Cole, of Camp No. 5 of your Division, together
with a copy of the Judge-Advocate General's opinion No. 15 thereon.
This brother was charged with "Drunkenness,"
and the evidence showed that on one
occasion he had been arrested and fined. The charge is not one recognized by our Rules of
Discipline and there is no proof of service upon the accused.
If the charge should be considered
to be brought under subdivision Third of Sec. 1, Art. VI., Chap, v., the proof does not establish
the commission of such a crime as could be termed scandalous. II brought under subdivisions
Fourth and Fifth, the proof falls to establish the charge.
I concur in the recommendation of the Judge-Advocate General and the proceedings are
therefore disapproved and you are Instructed to dismiss the charges and dissolve the Court
June 1, 1891
2, Division of Maryland, S. V. TJ. S. A.,
an amendment to their By-laws requiring the payment of One dollar betore the Issuance

Decision XXXVI.
On

January

14, 1893, Gen.

John A. Logan Camp No.

proposed
of a Transler Card or Honorable Discharge, and the question of the constitutionality

of such re
quirement was submitted by the Division commander to the commander-in-Chief.
Opinion No. 8 of the Judge Advocate General was rendered March 8, 1892, holding such
provision to be unconstitutional, which opinion was overruled by the Commander-in-Chief, and
Decision XX., under date of March 9, 1892, was forwarded to the Division commander sustaining
the constitutionality of the provision and recommending the approval of the By-laws.
The Division Commander forwarded to the Camp, under date of March 17, Decision XX. of
the Commander-in-Chief approving the amendment as of that date.
Pending the approval of the By-laws and prior to the date of Decision XX., certain mem
bers of John A. Logan Camp applied for Transfer Cards and were required each to pay the sum
of One dollar, and were given a receipt In the following language :
" Received One dollar for Transfer card, to be returned If By-laws not approved."
The members paying these sums claim to have paid them under protest, while the Camp
claims that they were paid upon the specific condition that, if the amendment was not approved,
the Camp would refund the money ; but, if they were approved, none of the money would be
refunded.

The Division commander when promulgating Decision XX., notified the Camp that he had
protests from the members who had paid the fee, and stated that as the By-laws went
into effect only from the date of approval by the Division commander, viz., March 17, 1892, all
moneys accepted as fees under the provision of the amendment were Improperly demanded and
must be repaid, and directed the Commander of the Camp to cause to be repaid such money.
This the Camp refused to do, and now appeals to the Commander ! n-chlef, claiming that the
Division Commander Improperly delayed action upon the proposed By-law, and that the By-lawhaving been decided constitutional should be considered effectual from the date of Its adoption
by the Camp and not from the date of Its approval by the Division Commander, and that In any
event the payment was under contract, and that the money should not be refunded unless the
By-laws were disapproved.
clearly provides that Camp By-laws
are not operative
until
The constitution
by the
chap.
although
XVII.,
II.), and,
Division
Commander
approved
(Art.
the provision requiring the payment has been held not to be In violation of the Con
stitution, It had no valid existence until after the date of Its approval by the Division commander,
to wit : March 17th, 1892.
There can be no question but that the Division Commander should have passed upon the
proposed amendment himself and permitted the Camp to appeal, as stated, In Decision XX., but
the fact that he did not cannot affect the rights of any member prior to the approval of the By
law, and It Is but fair to state that the matter was delayed tor some time at Commandery-in-Chlet
Headquarters by the Illness of the Judge-Advocate (ieneral.
As to the right of the Camp to retain moneys paid for Transfer Cards pending the approval
of the By-law, although there may be some merit In the technical claim that at the time of the
payment a special contract was entered Into between the member and the Camp, It does not seem
Just that a member should be forced to pay money for a Transfer Card to which he Is entitled as
a matter of right at any time prior to the formal approval of the By-law, and does not preclude
him from having such amount returned to him because of the language of the receipt given.
The Camp had no right to Impose terms upon the granting of a Transfer Card until after the
approval of their By-law, and, If they were dissatisfied with the dela;- In passing upon the By-law,
t heir remedy was by appeal to these Headquarters.
My decision, therefore. Is that the proposed By-law was operative only from March 17th,
1^9-3,and that the money paid for Transfer Cards prior to that date must be considered as paid
under coercion, and must be refunded to the members paying the same.
received
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June 1, 1892.
Decision XXXVII. (J. A. Gen. Op. XIV.)
The questions submitted by the Commander of the Illinois Division are as follows :
First. If a member of a Camp has paid his dues and Is In good standing In his Camp at
the time that the Charter of the Camp Is revoked, what Is his position In the Order and what
steps must he take to become a member of some other Camp ?
Second. If a member of a Camp Is under suspension for nonpayment of dues, but has not
been dropped by his (.'amp at the time that the Charter of his Camp Is revoked, what Is his posi
tion In the Order and what steps must he take to become a member of some other Camp ?
Third. Should a Camp whose Charter has been revoked be considered a disbanded Camp
within the meaning of Sec. 4, Art. IV., Chap. II., of the Constitution ?
Fourth. A re all members of Camps whose Charters have been revoked to be considered as
dishonorably discharged from the Order ?
In'aaswer to the first and third questions submitted, I am of the opinion that the revocation
of the Charter of a Camp works a dissolution or dlsbandment of the Camp within the meaning of
Sec 4, Art. IV., chap. II., and that a member who was In good standing at the time of the revoca
tion of the Charter Is entitled to receive from the Division Commander, a Transfer Card, under
which he may be admitted into another Camp as provided by Sec. 1, Art. III., Chap. II.
in answer to the second question it seems clear that a member who Is under suspension, but
who has not yet been dropped at the time that the Charter of the Camp Is revoked, cannot be In a
«orse position than he would have been if the Camp had continued in existence long enough to
drop him, and the steps which he would therefore be obliged to take would be those provided by
Sec. 4, Art. IX., Chap, v.; i. e., obtain a Dispensation by the payment of the sum of Two dollars.
The answer to the fourth question must be in the negative, for it certainly cannot be that a
member who has been dropped by a Camp should be entitled to an Honorable Discharge, while one
who has paid his dues regularly Is to be considered as dishonorably discharged.

July 2. 1892.
Decision XXXVIll;
a. Gen. Op. XVI.)
Frank M. Gier, Commanding Division of Michigan, S. V. V. S. A., Hillsdale, Mich.
Sir—Opinion No. 16 of the Judge-Advocate General is forwarded herewith together with the
record of the Court-mart ,1aI of Brother Gideon Drake of Camp No. 10. Division of Michigan, with
Instructions to reconvene the Court, and it service was made upon the accused let the record be
If no service was made a new trial
correcled and returned to these Headquarters for approval.
Is ordered with instructions to give the accused notice as the law directs.
July 2, 1892.
Decision XXXIX. (J. A. Gen. Op. XVII.)
F. A. Agnewt Commanding Division of Kansas, S. V. U. S. A., Xeirton, Kansas.
Sik—opinion No. 17 of the Judge-Advocate General Is forwarded herewith with my approval.
July 16, 1892.
Decision XL.
Frank M. Gier, Commanding Division of Michigan, S. V. U. S. A., HillsdalP, Mich.
My dear commander— I have the honor to return the proceedings, findings and sentence in
the Court-martial of Bro. Gideon Drake, Camp 10, of your Division.
This Brother was charged with embezzlement of Camp funds and conduct unbecoming a
member In his relation to the Order In so violating his obligation and absconding with the funds
of the Camp.

The proceedings In this case were returned on July 2nd with Judge-Advocate

General's

Opinion No. 16, and Decision XXXVIll, requiring correction by showing proof of service upon the
accused, and having been so corrected, the proceedings, findings and sentence are now approved,
and you are Instructed to have the sentence

of the Court carried into effect.

July 16, 1892.
Decision XLI. (J. A. Gen. Op. XVni.)
A. L. Fvgard, Commanding Division of Colorado, S. V. U. S. A., Pueblo, Colo.
My dear commander— I have the honor to return herewith the proceedings, findings and
of Brother E. T. Beltz, Camp 2, Laramie City, Wye, Division of
sentence In the Court-martial
Colorado, together with a copy of the Judge-Advocate General's Opinion No. 18 thereon.
This brother was charged with misappropriation of Camp funds while Quartermaster SrrReant of his Camp, conduct unbecoming a member of the Order in refusing to obey the gavel of
lae presiding officer during a meeting of the Camp, and violation of his obligation as an oftieer
and a brother in refusing to obey the orders of the commanding officer of the Camp to produce
his hooks for examination.
I concur in the recommendation of the Judge-Advocate General and the proceedings, find
ings and sentence of the Court are approved, and you will see that the judgment of the Court is
at once carried Into effect.
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DECISION ALII.
ir. D. Hood, Commanding Division

July
of Alabama and

A.,

16, 1892.

TWin.,
In the Court-martial of
Brother H. I). Parsons of Camp No. 1, New Orleans, Louisiana, ol your Division.
This brother was charged, First, with conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to the
Order (1) In that he became Intoxicated during the Installation of the officers of his Camp, and
(2) created a disturbance, and (3) afterwards tore his badge from his coat and threw It In the
street ; and Second,
with conduct prejudicial to good order and discipline in that he spoke
disrespectful ly of the Order in the Camp room when his actions upon the night of the Installa
tion were under examination.
The accused pleaded guilty to the first specification of the First Charge, and to the Second
Charge and, after a careful examination of the record, the proceedings, findings and sentence are
'
approved and you are directed to carry the sentence Into effect.
Tennescee, S. V. U. S.

Sir—I return herewith the proceedings, findings

and

OreeneHUe,

sentence

OPINIONS.
Opinion I.
November 6, 1891.
In the case of Fries, presented by the colonel of the Missouri Division, the only question to
be settled Is, was the father of the boy an honorably discharged Union soldier?
It matters not under what name he enlisted or was discharged. If he was mustered In the
service and honorably discharged, his children are eligible If of proper age.
opinion II.
November 13, 1891.
Court-martial proceedings In case of Bi o. John I,. Van Tine, of Camp No. 239, Division of
Pennsylvania.
The proceedings arc Irregular In this :
First. The record does not affirmatively disclose the fact that notice of the trial was served
upon him or left at his usual place of abode (Gen. Weeks' Official Opinion No. 1). The tact that
the not ice recites that he sends copy, Ac, does not establish the fact that it was received by the
defendant or left at his usual place of residence.
Second. The record shows that the accused was arraigned and was absent (Weeks' Off.
Op. 1).

Third. The record does not show that any of the witnesses were affirmed or In any manner
obligated, except Thos. Earnshaw (Weeks' O. 0. 1).
The statement of these part ies before the Court, and the findings of the Court, are a sufficient
guaranty to warrant the Commandcr-ln-Chlef to order the Court to reconvene, correct these
irregularities and proceed with another hearing.
Opinion

III.

In the Court-martial proceedings of

December
Tiro.

William

McFarland,

28, 1891.

of Camp 88, Massachusetts

Division.
The record falls to show that the Court had any Jurisdiction of the person because he was
not present In person or by counsel nor was any notice served on the accused as by law
provided.

The proceedings and findings should be set aside.
Opinion IV.
December 28, 1R91.
The following question was asked, and upon which t he opinion of the Judge Advocate Gen
eral Is required, to wit :
Who, at the present time, December 28, 1891, constitute the Division council of the respective
Divisions of the Sons of Veterans ?
By this question we are called to pass upon the force and effect of the new Constitution
adopted at Minneapolis at the last session of the Coinmandery-ln-Chlef.
In passing upon this question I shall refer to the Paterson Constitution of 1889 as the old
Constitution.
The old Constitution, Chapter IV., Art. I., says: "The Commaudery-ln-Chlef shall be the
supreme source of power for the Sons of Veterans,'' etc.
If this be true, then, they can pass any laws for the government of Divisions which they see
fit unless they have surrendered or delegated that power to the Division.
Chapter III. (all) In no manner provides for amendments or changes by the Division.
This power must be vested somewhere, and, If the " Commandery-ln-Chlef is the supreme
power " (Chapter I v., Art. I.), It must necessarily rest there.
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When a comparison la made between all of chapter III. ana Article X. of Chapter IV. the
only conclusion to be reached is that It was intended, by leaving out of Chapter III. that check
which Is contained In Article X. of chapter I v.. that the Coinmandery-ln-Chlef could at any ot Its
meetings alter or change to suit Its pleasure chapter III. or any part thereof. In comparing
these two Chapters, III. and IV., the former bears tho same relation to the latter that an act of
the General Assembly does to the Constitution of the State.
The former Is subjected to repeal or amendment by any Legislature, while over the latter
they are powerless in and of themselves alone to touch It.
of the
The Division Constitution Is entirely at the mercy of each and every assemblage
< ommandery-ln-Chief.
This being my opinion, I hold that the new Constitution for Divisions went Into effect at the
d-ite fixed at Minneapolis, and the Division Council consists of the three elective members.
Another question suggests Itself to my mind, viz., that It might be considered unconstltut lonal because It worked a forfeiture of a vested right. That Is not tenable, first, because It does
not destroy the ofllcc, but simply defines more particularly what are and what are not Its duties,
and, second, because there Is no fixed tenure to the office from which he obtains the right to act
fj-. offleio as a member of the Division Council.
Further, there Is nothing contained In Article X., Chapter IV., which precludes the Conimandery-ln-Chlef from amending the Division Constitution by legislative enactment.
Opinion V.
February 6, 1892.
I herewith return you Court-martial proceedings In the case ot George F. Judd, Camp No.
fiO, Division of New York, and recommend that the same be approved. The only question is the
matter of the sufficiency of the evidence, but the character of the charge Is such, coupled with
the fact that no defense was made, as to Justify me In not disturbing the findings of the Courtmartial on a question of fact.
Opinion VI.
March 2, 1892.
I herewith enclose the Court-martial proceedings In the case ot Bro. William Shannon,
Camp No. 20, Pennsylvania Division, with the recommendation that the same be not approved,
b-cause on page 5 it shows that he was not present, and also that he was present, when the
•court was affirmed, and also that he pleaded "not guilty." The record on the face of it is Incon
sistent. The record does not show when he appeared, If at all ; It says he did not, and it says he
did.
Opinion VII.
March 2, 1892.
Replying to the Inquiry of the Commander of the Indiana Division, which Is as follows:
" When a Camp disbands, is the Captain of the Camp required to forward to Division Head
quarters all money, flags, furniture, guns, side arms, drums, etc., or may the Camp pay up the
Division Per Capita Tax and dispose of all the other property, and divide among the members
thereof 5 "
I will say that I find a peculiar state of affairs to exist. Sec. 7, Art. VIII., Chap. II., Camp
Constitution, defines the duties of the Quartermaster-Sergeant.
The obligation of Camp officers
and Staff is to the effect that they will " turn over to their successors, etc." Now, they have as
much authority to turn It over to the Woman's Relief Corps as to the Division. In fact they
have no authority for either. The laws which were provided for the creation of Camps never
contemplated their destruction, and made no provision for the disposition of Camp property.
My answer to the Inquiry Is that there Is no authority for the Division claiming the prop
erty of a disbanded Camp.

viii.
March a, 1892.
Referring to the Inquiry of the Commander of the Maryland Division regarding t he Camp
rules for charging One dollar for an honorable discharge, I will say that Sec. 3 of Art. IV., Chap.
II., Camp Constitution, Is too clear to admit of any doubt.
The Camp Constitution says he shall under certain contingencies receive an Honorable Dis
charge. It is Imperative. No condition can be attached to It. A modification of it by a Camp is
The law says he shall have it when he Is In good standing.
inconsistent with the Constitution.
It does not give any one authority to charge him One dollar for it.
opinion

Opinion IX.
March 18, 1892.
The Court-martial proceedings in the case of Leon A. Bumpus, Camp No. 39, Division of
Vermont, are herewith returned with the recommendation that the same be approved.
The only irregularity which appears on the face ot the record Is that which appeared in the
case of William Shannon of Camp No. 20, Division of Pennsylvania, and Decision XVIII. of the
commander-in-Chief settles that question.
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Opinion X.
Marches, 1898.
I herewith enclose the Court-martial proceedings In the case of C. A. White of Camp No. 65,
Division of Massachusetts, ana recommend that the findings on the first charge and specifications,
be sus" ained and approved ; on the second charge and specifications, they be disapproved.
There Is no evtdence to sustain the second charge.
Opinion XI.
April 4, 1892.
The approval of the Court-martial proceedings In the case of Bro. W. S. Southwlck, of Camp
No. 60, Division of New York, must rest upon the establishment of the following facts beyond a
reasonable doubt :
First. That a crime has been commit ted.
Second. That the accused was engaged, concerned or Interested In the acts constituting the
crime.
On the first proposition the face of the record shows that the best evidence
of a criminal
charge having been preferred against the accused Is wanting. In that a copy of the Information
and bond Is lacking.
Again, the evidence which is produced Is hearsay and not competent.
On the second proposition :
The evidence Is entirely hearsay, and rounded on suspicion, and the nets upon which this
suspicion rests are not produced, except that one proposition may be said to be fully established,
and that Is that he has absconded, but this fact, coupled with simply an opinion of his guilt with
out any other fact upon which to base that oplulon, will not In law overcome the presumption of
Innocence which the accused always has the benefit of.
On these grounds, I recommend the disapproval of the proceedings.

Opinion XII.
April, 1892.
Has a Division Encampment the power and authority to pass the following By-laws for the
government, of themselves and Camps situated within their Jurisdiction.
Art. VIII., By-laws of Arkansas Division, under the head of "Representatives,'' read* as
follows :
" Each Camp shall be required to pay the expenses of at least one representative to each
Division Encampment."
Int fliclal Decision XIX. of this administration, the Commander-in-Chief decided as fol
lows:
" I can And no provision In the Constitution * * * giving the Divisions any Interest In
such property (Camp property) or any claim on Camp funds other than for the collection of the
Per Capita Tax, etc."
In this decision It seems to settle the fact that under the Constitution there Is no law which
will permit a Division to invade the precincts of a Camp and appropriate Camp property to Us
own use. If the Division cannot do this directly, It certainly cannot by indirect means accom
plish the same object.
It Is an exercise of authority entirely unwarranted, because there is no limit to the extent
It might reach and Is yielding to the Division the entire control of the Camp funds proper, which
the Camp Constitution says shall be under the management of the Camp Council. If they can
compel the payment of the expenses of one representative, they can of every member of the
Camp who Is a Constitutional member of the Division Encampment. If they can direct the
Camp In one Instance to pay money, they can In every Instance which suits their pleasure.
To
permit this article to stand would be to recognize the right of a Division to direct and control
This power
and designate the manner In which Camp funds are to be handled and expended.
rests with the Commandery-ln-Chlef, and has never been delegated to the Divisions, and the
exercise of It Is without the shadow of authority, and clearly unconstitutional.
Opinion XIII.
April, 1893.
I'pon examination of the By-laws of t he Division of Kansas no objectionable feature Is found
to exist.
i
I herewith return the same with the recommendation that the same be approved.
Opinion XIV.
May 17, 1891
What Is the position of a member in good standing If his Camp Charter Is revoked .' Again,
what Is the position of a member who has been suspended, but not dropped, when the camp
Charter Is revoked? What steps much each take to become a member of the Order?
Sec. 4, Art. IV., Camp Constitution, provides that the Division Commander shall issue to alt
members In good standing at the time of their dissolution as a Camp, a Transfer Card, and Sec. 1,
Art. III., provides the manner In which you will attach yourself to anotherCamp.
A suspended member Is one "who may be dropped," had the Camp remained In exlst-

OPINIONS OF COMMANDES-IN- CHIEF.

41

ence long enough to have made the entry, or he " may (not) have been dropped " had the Camp re
mained In existence long enough for him to have paid his dues before he was dropped.
Sec. 4,
Art. IX., Chap, v., covers the case exactly, and the Dispensation therein named is the manner In
which he can attach himself to another Camp.
A disbanded Camp is one which, from any cause, has ceased to exist. It matters not In what
■way the dissolution occurs : whenever It has ceased to have a legal existence, it Is a disbanded
Camp.
as applied to Camps means the loss of a legal
So, therefore, I hold that the term disbanded
existence as a Camp.
Opiniok XV.
May 17, 1892.
I herewith return the Court-martial proceedings of Daniel A. Cole, of Camp No. 5,
that the same be disapproved and that the charges
■Massachusetts Division, and recommend
be ordered dismissed, and the Court dissolved, because the laws of our Order do not in any
manner recognize acts which tall short of a crime as a sufficient ground for the convening
of a Court-martial.
Opinion XVI.
June 9, 1892.
In the Court-martial proceedings of Gideon Drake, Camp 10, Michigan, I would
recommend that the proceedings be set aside, because the court had no jurisdiction of the
Brother for the reason that no notice Is shown to have been served on him as provided
by the C. R. & R.
Opinion XVIT.
June 9, 1892.
An opinion on the following questions Is desired, viz. :
1st. Is it Constitutional for a Camp to charge a member with dues for the quarter In which
hi; was mustered, and, 2d, would a By-law to that effect be Constitutional.
The Constitution does not recognize any fractional quarter. If a recruit were mustered on
the first day of the quarter he would be reported at the end of the quarter, and his Per Capita Tax
If he were mustered In the
would have to be paid for that quarter to the Division Adjutant.
middle or on the last day of the quarter he would be reported as an additional member in good
standing, and upon whom the Per Capita Tax would have to bo paid, so It makes no difference
when he is mustered ; the quarter in which he Is mustered renders the Camp liable for the Per
Capita Tax to the Division. The question of that quarter's dues is a question of policy for the
C amp to determine for itself. The Camp can, with or without By-laws, charge or refuse to charge
the quarterly dues to the member.
Opinion XVIII.
July 9, 1892.
The Court-martial proceedings of E. T. Belt/., of Camp 2, Laramie City, Wyo., Division of
to be approved.
C olorado, are found to be regular, and the same are recommended

OPINIONS OF JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
Opinion

XXVIII.

The question presented

WEEKS.

May 21, 1891.
for decision Is as to the effect upon past rank of the conviction of

past officers.
The language of subdlv. 3 of Art. VI., chapter v., General Rules and Regulations, is as
follows :
" And when any past officer shall be convicted of any offense • * * he shall also forfeit
all honors and privileges of past rank."
The use of the word " shall " makes the section mandatory, and the conviction works a for
feiture without the necessity for future action.
In the case of Col. Addlngton, therefore, I am of opinion that the recommendation of the
court-martial that he be allowed to retain his past rank is of no avail, and the lindlng of guilty
as to the second charge and specifications without any recommendation clearly shows that It was
not the Intention of the Court to attempt In any way to Interfere with the effect of their
verdict.
The recommendation of the Court can no more be effectual than would a recommendation
to mercy attached to a verdict of guilty of murder In the first degree.
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OPINION XXIX.
( ourt-inarilal of Past Captain C. M. Colt, of Camp 102, Division

July

29, 1891.

respeetlully returned with the following memorandum :
TUe brother Is charged with the following offensesFirst, violation of obligation.
Second. Conduct unbecoming a member.
Third. Conduct prejudicial to good order and discipline.
Foi ktii. Disobedience to the Constitution, Rules and Regulations and By-laws of the Camp,
an 1 was found guilty of the second and third charges, and not guilty of the first and fourth ; and
sentenced to six months' suspension from all rights and privileges of the Order.
such findings and sentence were approved by the Colonel Commanding the Pennsylvania
Division on the 29th of March, 1890.
The brother now appeals to the Commander-in-Chief, alleging Irregularities In the formatl< n of the court and In the proceedings, and presents statements of members of the Court tend
ing to impeach the Impartiality of some members of the Court and the verity of the proceedings.
After a careful examination of the proceedings and all the papers presented upon the ap
peal, I um unable, In view of the mild sentence Imposed, to consider that the proceedings were
actuated by any such malice, as Is claimed by the appellant, or that there Is evidence of such
bias or prejudice as would require a reversal; and the testimony clearly warrants the findings
and justifies the sentence.
The objection raised by t he appellant, that the Court continued Its session beyond midnight
(it Saturday, does not seem to me to be tenable, even If there were no serious question whether
the accused did not acquiesce In such action.
The exigencies of courts-martial In our Order, and the wide, separation of the members of
the court , render It at times almost imperative that the proceedings should be completed at one
sitting.
The consideration of matters aehorr the record should be very seldom entertained, or other
wise no proceeding would ever have the stability to which It Is entitled, and although I have iv
i his ease carefully examined all Bueh matters and statements made by members of the Court,
1 am unable to reconcile the action now taken by them with their oath of ofllce.
rpon the whole case I am of opinion that the appeal should be overruled.
of Pennsylvania,

opinion XXX.
July SO, 1891.
The following question Is submitted by Col. Charles H. Anderson, commanding the Division
of Colorado:
" I understand that the revised Blue Book of the G. A. R. states for members to be legally
Is this correct and does it apply to
dropped or suspended that It requires a vote of the post.
Camps 1 "
The language of the Rules and Regulations of the G. A. R. specifically provides that mem
bers may be suspended or dropped In certain cases by a "vote of the Post " (see Art. IV., Chap, v.,
Sees. 3 and 4, G. A. It. Const), whereas our Rules and Regulations provide that " any member of
• ■*
*
shall be reported suspended," and any
a camp who Is six months in arrears
member who is one year In arrears In payment of his dues shall be dropped from the rolls"
(Chap, v., Art. IV., Sees. 4 and.M.
It will be noticed, therelore. that under our Rules and Regulat ions no action of the Camp is
necessary.
OPINION

XXXI.

July

XXXII.

July

30, 1891.

court-martial of Frank I. Bartlett, of Camp No. 3, Division of Maine, is respectfully
returned with the recommendation that the findings and sentence be approved.
Opinion

Court-martial of W. 8. Bateman. of ( amp No. fifi. Division of Massachusetts,
rcturned witli the recommendation that the Undines and sentence be approved.

30, 1891.

respectfully

Opinion XXXIII.
July 30, 1891
Court-martial of Bro. Geo. N. Phelps, of Camp No. 18, Division of Maine, respectfully
returned with the recommendation that the findings and sentence be approved.
opinion XXXIV.
July 80, 1891.
Court-martial of Bro. E. C. Wllshlre, of Camp No. 10, Division of Alabama and Tennessee,
respectfully returned with the recommendation that the findings and sentence be approved.
opinion

XXXV.

July

30, 1891.

court-martial o.' Bro. Thomas Dlckerson, of Camp No. 11, Division of Indiana, respectfully
returned with the recommendation that the finding;' and sentence be approved.
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The Commandeb-in-Chif.f (resuming command): The report will be referred to
the Committee on Officers Reports, if there is no objection.
The Adjutant-General
will now read his report.
The Adjutant-General submitted and read the following report:

REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL.
Headquarters Commandery-in-Chief,

Sons ok Vktf.kans, U. S. A.l
New Yoke, August 1st, 1892.
/

BarlowS. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief Sons of Veterans U. S. A.
General— I have the honor, In obedience to the requirements

of the Constitution, Rules and
Regulations, to submit the annual report of the operations of this Department during the past
year, together with such recommendations as, In my Judgment, it would be to the benellt of the
Order to adopt.
There were turned over to me by my predecessor the following Books and Records :
1 Record of Charter Applications,
13 Division Rosters for recording Camps and their
officers,
1 Record of Decisions on Constitution, Rules and

Regulations,

1 Record of Division By-Laws,
1 General Index to Documents,
1 Record of Dispensations,

| 1 Record of Charters revoked,
; 1 Record of Official Cnmmlssions,
1 Record of Courts-Martial,
I 1 Record of Division Charters,
I 1 Adjutant General's C.ish Book,
! 1 Encampment Roll Book,
2 Commandery-in-Chief Seals, and
, 32 Boxes of miscellaneous
papers filed.

In some of the records I found It necessary to make some changes to conform to the new
Constitution, Rules and Regulations. Heretofore no record was kept In the Charter Application
Book of the date of muster of the Camp, or the number mustered. I changed the same so that
such Information could be recorded.
The Rosters of Divisions, consisting of thirteen large books of 400 pages each, In which are
recorded the name, number and location of the Camps, date of muster, and names of officers and
staff, were In a number of cases very Incomplete ; some of the Camps which had been suspended
or disbanded, or had surrendered their Charters or otherwise gone out of existence, were not so
recorded ; a large number of the Camps with their officers and staff were only partially recorded,
and In many cases the names and locations of Camps had been changed a number of tunes with
out proper entry.
Tne Incompleteness of these books, and the Impossibility of completing the same, Induced
mc to have made two books, called " Record of Camps," of 400 pages each, space on each page for
40 Camps, or 32,01)0Camps In all, for the record of each Camp, as follows : Name, number of Camp,
location, application for Charter approved, number of applicants, date of muster, number mus
tered, date of charter, date of suspension, date of revocation of Charter, date of dlsbandment,
date of surrender of Charter, date of reorganization, date of new Charter Issued, and remarks.
The task of arranging and recording the Camps In the various Divisions was greater than
had been anticipated. Owing to the Incompleteness of the old records, It became necessary to
send out 1,960 of the following blanks for the above Information:
Division Commander,
Division.

Dear Sir and Brother— The
Please fill In and return at once.

Record

at these Headquarters of this camp Is not complete.

Division
No. of Camp
Name
located at
DaU; of approval of charter application
Number of applicants
Date of muster
Number mustered
Date of charter
It suspended, give date
If charter revoked, give date
If disbanded, give date
If the record of this Camp at Division Headquarters Is Incomplete, send this to the Camp,
with Instructions to All out and return to your headquarters, and, after taking copy of same for
your records, return to me.
Yours In P., C. & L-,
Raphael Tobias, Adjutant-General.
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The responses to these Inquiries were very satisfactory, and
Records are now complete with the exception of :
1
■i
3
3
47
1
!l
li
1

I

am pleased

to say thai the

Camp In the Division of Alabama and Tennessee.
>•
((
'• Colorado.
u
u
II
" Illinois.
II
II
" Indiana.
.>
" Iowa.
it
" "
"
" Michigan.
..
i< "
"
" Nebraska.
it
II
II
II
" New York.
11
" Vermont,
>' 1. II

In arranging

these new tx>oks Camps which had gone out of existence were omitted, leaving
the spaces for new ones, several of the Divisions having numbers running up Into the hundreds
and having but few live Camps, notably :
Ohio, with 507 numbers, and but 245 Camps.
Illinois, with 400 numbers, and but 194 Camps.
Michigan, with ilO numbers, and but 84 camps.
Pennsylvania, with 315 number, and but J77 Camps.
In General Orders No. 3, 18!«, the attention of the Division Commanders was called to the
vacant numbers in their respective Divisions, and they were requested to assign such numbers,
commencing with the lowest, to new Camps, which request met with a hearty response from
most of the Divisions.
These new hooks keep the records of the camps complete and compact and render unneces
sary the old "Record of Revoked Charters."

Recommendation Xo. 1. I recommend that the new "Record of Camps" prepared by this
administration be approved and continued and that the use of the "Record of Revoked
Charters" be discontinued.
Recommendation Xo. 2. I recommend that the tilling in of old numbers (as per list here
be continued until all numbers on said list are used, and that thereafter new
Camps shall, In all Instances, be given new numbers.
The thirteen " Rosters of Divisions " are of no betietlt to the f 'ommandery-ln-Chlef, as there
Is nothing to be gained by having the names of the office! s of each Camp recorded In the
Adjutant-General's department, the Roster of Camps furnished by Divisions giving all necessary
information.
Division Adjutants alto would be relieved of a great amount of unnecessary labor
by discontinuing their use, as they are now compelled to fill out and send to each Camp two forms,
No. 22, one to be returned to their headquarters and one to be sent to the Adjutant-General.

with furnished)

Recommendation So. 3. 1 recommend that the use of the thirteen " Rosters of Divisions " be
discontinued.

(me of the books received was a "Record of Division By-Laws,"
but inasmuch as all
Division By-Laws and Amendments are furnished to this department in duplicate, and are filed
and recorded lu General Index to Documents, and are therefore easily accessible, It would seem
unnecessary
to continue Its use.

Recommendation Xo. 4.
By-laws " be discontinued.

I, therefore,

recommend

that the use of the " Record of Division

There has never been any record in book form of the Constitutional Life Members, or
Grand Division officers, and the officers of the various Divisions were scattered through the
thirteen Division Rosters. I have, therefore, prepared a Rosier of Commandery-ln-Chief and
Div ision officers and staff, Const itutional Life Members, Grand Division Officers, and Sons of
Veterans Guards, and have therein recorded all the Commandery-ln-Chlef and Division officers,
past and present, as far as the same was obtainable from the records at these headquarters and
at the headquarters of the various Divisions.
NEW

FORMS.

1,

tl,

The recommendations of Past Adjutant-General Herod regarding Forms 3 and A, have been
complied with, and said tonus now agree with Forms 26 and 27.
Form 4, Transfer Card, Forms, Leave of Absence, and Form 14, Notice to Delinquent
Members, have been changed to conform with the new Constitution, Rules and Regulations..
Form
Honorable Discharge, has not yet been changed, owing to stock on hand.
A new form, Adjutant's Requisition Book on Quartermaster, was prepared in aecordancewlth the requirements of the Constitution, Rules and Ketrulat Ions.
Requisitions for Camp Supplies, was changed so as to Include in the list Form 16 and
Form
Drill Regulations Instead of Standard Infantry Tactics, and the list price of Badges and Decora
tions was changed so as to include the ten percent, charged by the Commandery-ln-Chlef on the
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a

f

!»'

cost ot llie same ; changes were also made In this lorin to enable Camps to more easily figure out
totals ana to add the ivddttlonal percentage charged by Divisions on the list price.
Form IB, Request for Ancestor's War Record, was prepared as directed by the Tenth Annual
Encampment.
Changes of titles ot officers were made In the various forms to comply with the new c. R.
& H. as fast as the old stock wus exhausted.
Forms 6%, 7, 8 and 8 were changed so that the confusion resulting rom^the defective char
acter of the o'.d forms would be obviated.
There Is still on hand
stock of Forms 28, 28 and 45 bearing the titles of the old officers.

I

Recommendation So. 5. recommend that, when the present stock of Forms 28, 28 and 45 Is
exhausted, the new Forms be changed to conform to the new titles.

;

:

1

I

The correspondence of the department has not been so heavy as that of my predecessor.
have written ,595 letters, keeping copies of the same and riling those received, and, In most In
stances, answered all communications on date of receipt.
There have been Issued
Eleven General Orders and four Circular Letters, copies of which are hereto annexed.
Applications for Camp Charters have been approved for 418 camps, with 8,819 applicants;
403 new Camps have been mustered with 7,478 recruits, and charters Issued for the same (see
Table No. 5).
Twenty-nine duplicate Charters have been Issued to old Camps to replace those destroyed,
or owing to change of the name of Camp.
Thirty-nine applications for companies of Sons of Veterans Guards were approved.
Twenty-three Dispensations have been granted to Division Commanders.
Two hundred and sixteen commissions have been issued, Including lis commissions for
officers of the S. v. Guards.
Forty-seven Ancestors' War Records have been obtained from the War and Navy Depart
ments for the use of Camps In various divisions.
Ten Courts-Martial were approved and three disapproved, recorded and copies filed.
Forty-two Decisions were recorded and filed.
By-Laws of the Divisions of Arkansas, Illinois, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, New
Jersey, New York, South Dakota, Vermont and Wisconsin, and one hundred and thirty-live mis
cellaneous papers were recorded and filed. Also all Mustering Officers' and Installing Officers'
reports.

Five official questions were

voted on by the Councll-ln-Chlef,

and their votes

canvassed

and

recorded.

;

a

a

Charter issued to the
The Charter of the Division of South Dakota was recorded, and
Division of Arkansas.
There was received by this depart ment and turned over to the Quartermaster-General, and
his receipt taken therefor, $852 for Charter fees and reissued Charters, and $8,341.30 for Per Capita
total of $9,193.30.
Tax, making
There was expended In charity during the last two quarters of 1891 and the first quarter of
1892 the sum of $10,223.82 570 members and 158 Veterans or their families were relieved.

submit the consolidated Adjutants'

reports for the quarters ending September
showing Camps and
and

:

;

;

30th, 1891 December 31st, 18H1 March 31st, 180a, marked Tables
members In good standing as follows

3,

herewith

REPORTS.

1,
2

I

QUARTERLY

September 10th, 1891
December 3lst, 1891
March Slst, 1892

1,835 Camps

.2,020
2,071

50,879 members.

"
"

53,807
54,479

"
"

I

verified the same, and, although in
Before passing on the reports of the Division Adjutants
It was necessary to return them for correction, there is no reason to complain of
he manner in which reports were rendered to this Department, except the failure to forward
them within the time fixed by the Constitution.
There was no book In this Department for the copying of the Adjutants' consolidated re
ports, my predecessors relying entirely on sheets prepared by themselves, and on the printed pro
permanent record.
ceedings for
therefore, prepared book, known as the Record of Adjutants' consolidated Reports, for
the recapitulation of the reports with a few additions.

some Instances

■»

a

I,

a

t

v

I

a

6.

new form be prepared, containing name, num
Recommendation No,
recommend that
ber and location of Camp, giving date of suspension, dlsbandnient, surrender of charter, revocatlon of charter and reinstatement and that Adjutants of Divisions be required, with their quar
terly reports, to send to the Adjutant-General, on said form, Information as to all Camps In their
Divisions which come under any of the above heads.
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Recommendation So. 7. I recommend that, when new Adjutants'
printed, they t>emade to conlorm to this book.

Consolidated Reports are

Owing to the changes In the Constitution, Rules and Regulations which allowed Divisions
sixty days to send in their reports, It Is Impossible to render a satisfactory report lor the quarter
ending June 30th, 1892. Attention or Division Commanders was called In General Orders No. 6
and by letter to the necessity of sending In their reports for the June quarter not later than July
25th, but up to date 1 have only received reports from twenly-two
Divisions, many of which
are Incomplete, and the Commanders of most of the Divisions have asked the privilege of
sending In a supplemental report, as It has been Impossible for them to get Camps to report In
time, and because the reports now submitted, it made final, would show a much larger suspension
than would appear If the Divisions had been allowed more time.
Recommendation So. 8. I therefore recommend that Divisions be allowed to make supple
mental reports for the quarter ending June 30, 1892, and that the same be added to the reports
heretofore submitted by them, and, when consolidated, that the same be published In the
Proceedings as Table No. 4, Report for the quarter ending June 30, 1R92.

In addition to Tables 1, 2 and 3, giving Consolidated Reports of Divisions for quarters ending
September 30, 1891; December 31, 1891, and March 31, 1892, 1 have appended the following :
Table So. 8. List of Charter Applications approved, number of applicants, number of
Camps mustered and number of recruits mustered, by Divisions.
Table So 6. Roster of Division Elective Officers, 1892-93.
Table So. 7. Roster of Division Adjutants and Quartermasters, 1892-93.
Table So. 8. Time and Place of holding Division Encampments.
Table So. 9. Numbers of Camps whose records are not complete on new " Record of
Camps."
Table So. 10. Vacant numbers In various Divlslona
Table So. 11. List of charter applications approved and Camps mustered during the past
year.
CONCLUSION.

The time has now come when I shall surrender ray trust to my successor.
I take this
opportunity to express to you, my dear General, my sincere gratitude for your many acts ot
kindness during my term as Adjutant-General.
The .fraternal feeling and personal friendship
which I have had for you have been greatly strengthened by the events of the past year. I hope
your path through life may always be strewn with the bright flowers of health and happiness.
I cannot close without expressing my deep gratitude to my dear friend, QuartermasterGeneral John V. B. Clarkson, for the kind assistance he has rendered to me In the discharge ot
My only regret In leaving this Department Is that our dally pleasant
my official duties.
relations shall be to a certain extent severed.
I wish to thank all the officers of the various Divisions and the brothers of the Order who
were ever ready to render me assistance In the discharge of my official duties, and I will ever
cherish their many kind expressions.
I hope that an all-wise Providence may protect and preserve our beloved Order and give us
With pleasure do I sWp back
health and strength to fulfill the mission for which It was created.
Into the ranks and pledge my earnest support to elevate our noble principles.
Fraternally yours,
Raphael Tobias,
AdJutanMieneraL

STATISTICAL TABLES
ACCOMPANYING

ADJUTANT

GENERAL'S REPORT.

BEPOBT OF ADJUTANT GENEBAL.

49

'f

TABLE
nv Camps
!|P1TEMREK

No. 5. CHARTER APPLICATIONS
APPROVED,
Mustered and Numbkk of Recruits Mustered
1, 189J, TO

JULY

Division.

Maine■

nd

nusetts

Montana.
Nebraska
New Hampshire.
New Jersey
New York
Ohio
Oregon

Pennsylvania

Khode Island
•South Dakota

Number of
Charter Ap
plications Ap-!

Number of
Applicants.

Number of
Mus
tered.

Camps

vi i

i

NUMBER

Divisions

from

Number of
Recruits Mus
tered.

12
5

218
81

a
5

1S8 .
79

1

SB
102

1

02
108

18
89
21
34
1
17
10
18
IK
24
fa
4
•a

329
717
428
«8H

IS

36V
181
251
38H
547
457
83
411

21

200
780
S4i
597
55
288
185
"22
289
47.!
335
35
388

11
ss
30
6
28

381
701
733
123
686

13
8:
28
5
20

2-.'I
1117
018
92
589

3
20

79
102
89
55
881

*j

18

is

88
3
17
9
12
10
oi
21

4

Vermont
Washington .
"Vest

OF APPLICANTS,

in thk Various

31, 1892.

proved.

Alabama ami Tennessee.
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Florida
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky

NUMBER

4
2
19

90
84
36
408

418

8,019

:»

r,47s
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Table No. 6— Roster of Division Elective Officers,
Division.

COMMANDER.

Alabama and Tennessee.

W. D. Good
Greenevllle, Tenn.
L. E. Finney
Huntington.
T. M. Gilbert
Fresno.
Abraham L. Fugard.
Pueblo.
A. E. Chandler
Norwich.
J. W. V. U. Plummer.
Key West
Edward A. Wells
Murphysboro
Newton J. McGulre..
Rising sun
Lewis A. Dllley
Davenport
F. A. Agnew
Newton.
W. K. lien In
Mavsvllle.
F. E. Fairfield
Augusi a.
Robt. W. Wilson
Baltimore.
Walter H. Delano. . .
canton.
Frank M. Oler
Hillsdale.
Francis <i. Drew

Arkansas
California . .
Colorado
Connecticut
Florida

Illinois
Indiana

Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Hhode Island

South Dakota
Vermont
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin

.Minneapolis.

E. W. itaymond
St. Louis.
W. s. Votaw
Helena.
P. A. Barrows
St. Edward.
Frank C. Sml h
Lebanon.
Louis L. Drake
Elizabeth.
W. S. oberdorf
Dansville.
Fllmore Musser
Portsmouth.
W. M. Allison
chandler.
C. Emmet Drake
Port land.
Waber E. smith
Allentown.
Thomas M. sweetland
Pawtucket.
D. L. Prln up
Brit ton.
Frank L. Greene
St. Alhuns.
Harry Itosenhaupt . .
Spukani'.
G. Ed. Svlvls
Wheeling.
R. L. Mccormick.
...
Hayward.

Sk. Vice-Commander.

J. C

Stanfield
Maryvllle, Tenn.

E. P. Slzetnore

Paris.

W. A. Wood

Woodland.
W. Manley
La Junta
Ed. Helsel
Hartford.

John

P. A. Durant
Aurora.
Orla E. G een
Union City.
Bert crane
Mt. Pleasant.
John E. Hennlng
Salloa.
J. Hazard Davis
Newport.
A. M. Miller
Waldsboro.
John 11. Harklns
Wilmington. Del.
A. c. Blalsdell
Lowell.
Carl A. Wagner
Port Huron.
C. E. Bosse

Wliidom.

V. Rockhold

Carthage.
G. F. Doughertv
Butte.
J. c. Scacrest
Lincoln.
W. S. Tarbell
South l.yndeboro.
Abraham L. Sparks.
Camden.
Geo. F. Wooil

Lanslngburgh.

D. S. Gardner

Masillon.

C. F. Butler.
New berg

Emll Poesu!. ,r. .
Pittsburgh ....
Wm. M. Gorham.

Z.

Bristol.

c.

Green.

Lake Preston.
W. H. Headle
Hanliv
W. T. lllnson
Kelso.
M. W. Burgess . .
Iuka.
M. C.

Phillips....

Oshkosh.

1R9;-:i3.

Jr.

Vice-Commandek.

H. M. Kirk,
Atlanta.
S. P. Gammlll,
Subrosa.
C. N. Johnston,
Bakersftetd.

W. H. Tufford,
Denver.

F. S. Valentine,
Birmingham.
T. J. Simpson,
Peoria.
Harry Axtel.
Bloomlngton.
J. Owen Smith,
Des Moines.

H. W. Huffman,
Emporia.
W. S. Drew,
Covington.
C. E. White,
Belfast.
R. D. Goodman,
Washington. D. C.
Jas. D. Seymour,
Whately.
Guv Kowlev,
Charlotte.
E. F. Heller,
Duluth.
W. J. Schwab,
I ronton.
F. w. Combs,
Helena.
Geo. W. Hunt,

Nllson.
II. Macllnn,
Plymouth.
Theo. E. Jones,
D.

Orange.

Lewis J. Macy,
Pulaski.
Jos. W. Brltton,
Mlamlsburg.
D. W. Dwlre,
Silver! on.

Chas. C. .Morton,

Philadelphia.
Wm. M. P. Bowen,
Providence.
L. A. Mabbott,
Plank! n i on.
O. A. Gee,
Brandon.
John <:. cooper,
lloipiiam.
John K. Dennv,
New Martinsville.
F. S. Si one,
Ashland.
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Table No.

~.— ROSTER OK DIVISION

DIVISION.

Alabama and Tennessee
Arkansas
California
Colorado

Connecticut
Florida
Illinois.
Indiana
Iowa.
Kansas
Kentucky
Maine

Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Montana.
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York.
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon

Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Vermont

ADJUTANTS

AND QUARTERMASTERS

A DJUTANT.

C'lias. Lnmons

51

QUARTERMASTER.
O. B. Lovatt,

(ireenevllle.
A. T. sinister
Huntington.
C. Roy McKeon
Fresno.
Sherman Fosdlck. . .
Pueblo.
Embert M. Wheeler
Norwich.

Greenevllle.
Miller,
Huntington.
J. P. Noble,
Fresno.
N. W. Savage, Jr.,
Pueblo.
G. E. Zimmerman,
Norwich.

A. B. Garrett
Murphysboro.

J. J.

E. c. Welngartner..

Davenport.
W. E. Morns, Jr....
Newton.
•Tas. L. Todd, Jr ...
v aysvllle.
W. W. wyraan
Augusta.
Miles W. Ross
Baltimore,
H. F. Williamson...
Canton.
Fred. M. Twlss
Hillsdale,
n. A. Kohlstedt ...
Minneapolis.
James B. Patrick. . .
St. Louis. '
E. 8. McDonal
Butte.
F. J. Norton
St. Edward.
Arthur N. Dewey. . .
Lebanon.
Wilson K. Mendall..
Elizabeth.
E. T. Falrehild
Dansville.
Jonathan s. Dodge
• Portsmouth.

Frank Bow,
Davenport.
Edward F. Wafer,
Newton.
Walter Rudy,
Maysvllle.
H. L. Plshon,
Augusta.
Chas. A. Knodle,
Baltimore.
G. S. Wentworth,
Canton.
Frank o. Hancock,
Hillsdale.
W. T. Small,
Minneapolis.
Chas. K. seaman,
St. Louie.
E. P. Manchester,
Butte.
F. H. Abbott.
St. Edward.
Ned C. Buck,
Lebanon.
Fred. s. Wlnans,
Elizabeth.
Geo. L. Hammond,
Dansville.
Edgar K. Woodrow,
1 ortsmouth.

Horace T. Clapp ....
Portland.
H. H. Hammer
Rending.
Alton I,. Pierce
Pawtucket.
S. C. w. Hall
Brllton.

Leonard Becker, Jr.,
Portland.
C. E Dlefenderfer,
Heading.
Geo. K. Keagan,
Pawtucket.
G. M. Hlndman,
Button.

Frank P. Hall
Wheeling.

II.

W.

J.

Friedman,
Murphysboro.

Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin

■

1892-3.

B. B! .,
Wheel

ley,

ELEVENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

Time and Placb of Holding Division Encampment*.

Division.

Place.

Alabama and Tennessee. .
Arkansas
( alliornla
•••
Colorado
Connecticut
Florida
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky

Harrlman
Huntington ....
Fresno
Pueblo
ThompsonvlUe .
Bushnell
Fort Wayne.
Waterloo
Atchison
Newport
Bel'
Frederick
Mlltord
Battle Creek
Worthlngton
Carthage
Helena
David City.
Plymouth
Trenton
•.
Amsterdam
Chllllrolhe.
El Reno
Portland
Easton
Bristol
Mitchell
Brandon
Hoqulam
New Martinsville..
Oslikosh.

.Maine

Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
l ennsylvanla
Khode Island

South Dakota
Vermont
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin

Table No. 9.

Numbkks of Camps

whose Recokds
OF

akk not Complete

Date.
April :.7, SR.
March:), 4.

April 20.
July 4-6.

February n.

June-jn-Si.

July

c-s.
May ]«. ifl
Februno 24.
June si.

June
June

k n.
14 i.".
June 2. :t.
June r. K.
June vi. ss.
May 17. is.
April is, 18.

June H -ifi.
June 7. 8.

February 1R

June 14-17.
July n-R.

July

8.

May 10.

June

8-10.

February 9.
March 15-17.

July
June 15.
April 47, 38.
June 21-33.
fi.
7

Table No. 8.

on New

"Bkcokd

("AMI'S."

8

Alabama and Tennessee, No. 39.
Colorado, Nos.
and 13.
Illinois, Nos. 344, 345, 350.
Indiana, Nos. 17, 59, 13.".
Iowa, NOS. 19, 21, 25, 28, 33, 37, 50, 58, 66, 07, 77, 87, 98, 104, 106, 107, 113, 116, 137, 153, 154, 157,
lhl, 163, 171, 173, 174, 176, 180, 195, 197, 304, 311, 212, 216, 288, 229, 232, 235, 236, 237, 338, -£19, 341. 2W,
357,281.
5, 1,
4,

Michigan, No. 177.
16, 19, 44, 52, 73, 96, 109, 111, 112, 121, 138.
Nebraska, Nos.
New York, Nos.
15, 73, 75, 76, 77.
Vermont, No. 27.

REPORT OF ADJUTANT GENERAL.
Table Jfo.

10.— Showing Vacant Numbers in the Various

Divisions.

Alabanrt and Tennessee,
Arkansas,

No. 24 (Ala.)
No. 21; Texas, Nos. 2, 6, 7.

California, Nos. 2, 8, 4, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 22, 2), 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 80, 81, 32, 84, 36. 37, 39. 40, 41,

43, 44.

Colorado, Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 18, 20; Arizona, No. 1.
Conniscticnt,

Nos. 4, 5, 9, 13, 17, 20, 21, 23, 24, 28, SO, 32, 38, 41.

Illinois, Nos. 27, 28, 29, 31, 32, 83, 34, 35, 37, 88, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 48, 49, 52, 54, 65. 61, 62, 63. 64,

67, 69, 72, 74, 76. 79, 82, 81, 86, 91, 92, 94, 96, 97, 100, 102, 103, 106, 107, 109, 114, 116, 119, 120, 123, 124, 125,
126, 127, 128, 129, 131, 182, 133, 137, 140, 141, 143, 144, 145, 148, 149, 153, 154, 156, 158, 159, 161, 163, 164, 165.
167, 168, 169, 171, 176, 177, 180, 182, 184, 187, 188, 198, 194, 196, 198, 204, 206, 208, 209, 210, 212, 214, 215, 219,
220, 221, 222, 223, 225, 228, 231, 234, 237, 241, 243, 245, 246, 247, 249, 252, 253, 258, 263, 264, 265. 269, 272, 273,
275, 283, 290, 293. 297, 300, 806, 307, 308, 311, 318, 319, 324, 327 338, 840, 342.
Indiana, Nos. 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 13, 16, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22. 25, 26, 28, 30, 35, 42, 45, 47. 48, 50, 52, 53, 54, 65, 60,
61. 65. 66. 67. 68, 70, 73, 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 84, 87, 88, 89, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, UK), 103, 104, 105, 107, 109, 112,
113, 115, 119, 120, 122, 123, 125, 129, 130, 131, 132, 134, 187, 138, 139, 144, 145, 150, 151. 152, 153, 157, 161, 1B3,
164. 166, 167, 171, 172, 173. 174, 175, 176, 178, 181, 183, 186, 187. 188, 191, 192, 195, 196, 199, 202, 208, 206, 207.
212, 213, 216, 218, 221, 223, 232, 233, 239, 244, 249, 232, 271.
Iowa, Nos. 1, 8, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 19, 21, 22, '23,24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 35, 37, 38,
39, 41, 42, 43, 44, 46, 47, 50, 51, 52, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 61, 66, 67, 68. 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75,
76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 82, 83. 84, 85, 86, 87, 88. 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 93, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106,
107, 108, 110.
112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 120. 121, 122, 123, 124, I'M, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 133. 134, 136.
137. 138, 139, 140, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 150, 151, 133, 154, 155, 156. 157, 1511,16)1,161, 162, 164, 166, 167,
168, 16-), 170, 171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 18)1,181. 183, 191),192, 193, 193, 196, 197. 198, 199, 201,
203, 204. 2D5. 21)9.209, 211, 212, 215, 216, 217, 2211,222, 228, 228, 229, 232, 233, 2:15,236, 237, 238, 239, 240, 241,
242, 245, 252, 234, 256. 237, 258, 261, 262.
Kansas, Nos. 24, 27, 31. 48, 49, 50, 51, 53. 58. 59. 62, 63. 63, 68, 71, 73, 7(i, 78. 79. 81, 82, 83. 86, 88, 89, 92'
SI, 96, 97, 98, 100, 101, 102, 103, 105, 106, 107, 108. Ill), 116, 118, 120, 124. 123, 126. 128. 131, 131. 136. 137, 138141. 143. 136. 158. 163. 161, 171, 174, 181, 193, 197, 199. 201),20t, 207, 213, 213, 233, 235, 244, 248, 250.
Kentucky, Nos. 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 34. 35. 36.

Ill,

Maine,

Nos. 8. 15, 23. 25, 26, 33, 37, 39, 40, 41. 42. 48, 49, 54. 68.

Marylaml. No.-. 4, 7, 12, 18, 14, 24, 26.
Massachusetts,

Nos. 83, 107.

Michigan. Nos. 1, 2, 11, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 24. 25, 26. 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 36. 37, 38. 39, 41. 43. 44.

4.. 48, 49. 51. 53. 54, 56, 58, 61),61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67. 68, 69. 70. 72, 73, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, HI, 83, 86. 88.
W, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96. 97. 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 100, 107, fU8, 109, 112, 113, 114, 115, 117, 118, 122,
123. 121, 126, 128. 130, 131. 132, 13t, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 141, 112, 143, 144. 116, 117, 148, 149, 150, 151, 154,
1S5, 158, 159, 161, 163, 164, 165, 169, 170, 171, 172, 174, 175, 177. 178. 181, 182. 183, 184, 183, 186, 187, 188, 189,
194.205. 206, 208, 210, 211, 214. 219, 220.

Minnesota, Nos. 14, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 80, 31, 32, 31, 36, 37, 38, 39, 43, 45, 47. 56, 57, 63, 68.

69, 72.

Missouri, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 16. 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 82, 38, 34, 37,
34. 3!), 40, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 48. 49, 52, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 67. 68, 70, 74, 78, 79, 81, 83, 84, 87,
91, 93,94, 95. 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 107, 108, 116, 119, 120, 122, 123, 121, 123, 126, 128, 129, 131. 133, 135, 138,
139, 140, 142. 147, 148, 149, 150, 154, 155, 156, 160. 161. 164, 170, 172, 173, 177, 203.
Nebraska, Nos. 1, 2, 4. 7. 9, 10, 18, 14, 15, 16. 17, 18, 19. 21, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29. 80, 81, 32, 34, 40. 41. 42, 43.
44. 45. 52, 53, 54. 57. 60, 61, 65, 66, 61),70, 78, 74, 88, 91, 92, 94, 9H, 99, 100, 1(11, 103, 103.
112, 113, 121,
123. 127, 128. 138.
New Hampshire,
Nos. 2, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10. 11, 12. 13, 19, 22, 24. 25, 26, 27, 29. 30, 32, 31, 36, 40. 41, 42. 44.
13. 47. 50.

Ill,

New Jersey, Nos. 17, 25, 32, 34, 35, 37, 39.
New York. Nos. 24. 27, 30, 37. 38. 54, 57, 58. 65, 67. 68. 71).71. 74, 79, 82. 83, 97, 98. 99. 121, 122, 128. 124.
121).142. 144. 149, 152, 153, 155. 161, 170, 174. 176, 179.
Ohio, No«. 41),42, 43. 51. 52, 53. 55, 58, 59. 62. 63. 68. 70. 72, 73. 74, 76, 78. 80, 83. 81, 85, 87. 93. 96, 97. 98.
l*i. 106, DM. 110. 117. 119, 121, 125. 131. 132, 134, 135, 136, 137. 141),141. 142. 143. 144, 145, 147, 148, 149, 151.
153.133. 157. 159. 1H1. 161. 167, 172, 174, 178, 179. 182. 183, 184, 186. 187, 189. 194, 195. 196, 198, 201. 203. 2116.
•-im.211, 213, 215. 217, 218, 221).222, 224, 225, 228. 234, 235, 238, 239, 212, 246, 247, 218, 249, 231. 252, 255, 266.
237, 259. 260. 263. 270, 271, 272. 274, 175, 277, 278, 281, 282. 283, 284. 285, 286, 289, 293, 296, 297, 298. 302, 304.
305. 396. 3')7, 303. 305, 310, 312. 313, 314, 316, 319, 827, 329, 332, 334. 335, 387. 338, 33.1,342, 343. 343. 347. 3511.
351, 332, 334. 355, 336, 337, 358, 359. 360. Ml, 364. ,165.366. 367, 369. 370, 371. 374, 375, 378, 381),887, 394, 396,
397. 40:), 404, 405, 408, 412. 415, 417, 421. 423. 425. 426. 427. 43(1.431. 432. 434. HI.. 439. 443, 453. 454. 460, 461.
M8. 476. 479.
Oregon.

No. 9.

Pennsylvania, Nos. 42, 68, 70, 71, 73. 74. 76. 78. 79, 82, 84. 86. 88. 83. 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 97, 98, 99, 101,

101. 105, 106, 109, 110, 111. 113, 114, 117. 119, 121. 122. 125, 126, 127, 128, 130, 131. 132, 134, 135, 136, 137. 141.
143. 147. 149. 151. 152. 153, 154, 157, 158. 159. 161. II',:). Ill',, llili. 1117.170, 171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 179, 183, 185.
1H7.Mi, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195. 196, 197. 199, 200. 201, 202, 203, 203, 206, 207, 211, 214, 218. 219. 221, 222.
223.229, 233, 231, 233, 23K, 241).242, 243. 244. 246. 234. 255. 259, 262, 264, 274, 276, 284, 291.
Khode Island, Nos. 2, 20.
South Dakota.

4i 43. 46, 50.
Vermont,
53.64, TL

Nos. 6.8.9. 10. 12. 13, 15, 16. 17, 18. 19, 20, 22, 23. 24, 25, 26. 27, 29. 31, 34, 36, 38. 39. 41 .

Nos. 1. 3, 5. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 14, 15, 16. 17. 20, 21. 23, 26, 27, 29, 30, 32, 33, 38, 41, 43. 44. 45. 47.

Washington. Nos. 8. 7, 8, 12, 18.
West Virginia, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 26, 30, 31.
Wisconsin, Nos. 6. 7. 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 31, 82, 36, 39, 40. 49, 50, 52. 53. 34. 55. 56.
58. 59. 60, HI, 62. 64. 66, 6a 70, 71, 72, 75, 76, 77, 81, 82, 84, 86, 88, 94, 97, 109.
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Table So. H.— List of

Appbovkd Dubing Fobscek

Chabtkbs Issued upon Applications
ADMINIBTBATIOK8.

Aug.

"Jl

•HI
July 31, '91
2(1,
"Jl
Aur.
21, "Jl

Lunenburg

Chchalls
Buckley
Snohomish
Mossy Rock
Hartford City
Charleston
Sherrard

Huntington
Hammond
Oasis
Wansau

S. Dak..
Vt
Waeh
44
44

"...

W. Va . . .
11 ....
11

"

Wis

....
....

Feb.
Nov.

Oct

Feb.
Oct.
Sept.
Oct.
**
Sept.
Nov.
Sept.
Oct.
Dec.
Sept.
tT
44
Dec.
•Ian.
Nov.
Sept.
Oct.
Dec.
OcL
44
Nov.
11

July

April
May

April
Sept.
Oct.
Dec.

2.

7, 2. 2,
2, 2.

Jan.

2,

April

Nov.
Oct.
Nov.
44

8,

Nnv.
Sept.
Nov.

2. 2,

4
4
4
4

Oct
Sept

7.

.
.

Oct.
Sept.

15, -91
19. '92
24, "92
14, -91
SO,"92
15, 'SI
15. -91
15, '91
19. '91
22. -91
19. '91
2. ^l
19. -91
30. -91
19, "91
12. "91
"92
13. ■91
15. '91
^l
-91
"92
15, "92
"91
'91
S3, ■»
'91
19, -91
25. '91
25, "91
10. -91
"91
15, -91
15,-91
14, '91
15. -91
'91
-91
16, -91
15. -91
15, 91
19, '91
"91
21, -92
-91
27.
19, -91
-91
1.-91
15, ^l
31. -91
20. '91
10, -91
"91
10, -92
27, '92
28, '92
27, "92
27, '92
25, '91
2,-91
21, "91
2,

'91..
Nov.
Aug. 29, "Jl .
Sept. 18, -91 . .
Aur. 28, '91 . .
24, '91 .
25, '91 .
**
15, "Jl .
15. '91 . .
19, '91 .
'91. .
Oct.
Nov. 14, '91 .
'91..
Sept.
16, '91..
Oct. 17, '91 . .
Sept. 25, '91 . .
21, '91 . .
'91..
Oct. 23, '91 .
29, '91 . .
May 28, -92 .
Nov.
'91 .
Aur. 20, "91 .
22,
'91 .
Oct.
-91..
Aur. 19, -91..
Sept. 12, '91
14, '91..

Sept.

4
4

.

.. .

.

.

.

.

May 23, '81 .
June 27, -91 .

Jan.

'

5,

4
4

* 4
• 4

5,

6,

2,

8,

5,

1, 3,

ml..

.

1
'

J

4
»

Penn
44

Oct.
Sept.

Oct.
Feb.
Oct.
Dec.

7,

Madison

.

*

Sept.
Aug.
Sept.

15
15
19
11
14
12
11
35
30
22
14
28
12
23
20
11
18
25
17
24
23
11
15
27
23
19
12
19
22
11
13
19
21
10
11
18
17
26
10
19
22
12
16
11
15
21
16
16
15
14
10
11
17
11
28
11
13
14
18
20
24

1
'

Langford

44

Aug.

,

Nantlcoke
MontRomery

1
4

Lowell
Klpton
MUledgevlllo
Peninsula

May
June
May

.

392
77
56
55
56
82
311
32
13
33
31
35
16
37
Ull
11)2
1(13

11
Neb
N.
N. Y
Ohio

Oct.

7,

4
1

1
*

44

204 Austin
2(15 Oregon
Ull Newport
42 Jersey City.. .
206 ORdensburg. .
4'JC
50

,

Mo...!.'.'.'

Hamilton
North Salem .

April

3,

Ky
Minn

Nov.

1,

Lost Springs .
Salt Lick
Wesleyvllle..
Barnesvllle.. .
Staples
Hunnewell . -

44

3,

Dayton
Belmond

Aur.

Oct.
Sept.

4 4
4

Cincinnati. . .

29
27
14
33
17
22
16
12
18
26
17
17
22
10
IS
36
34
20
25
21
as
14
18
19
22
15
24
18
27
23
10
19
29
14
17
11
18
33
23
25
27
10
14
12
22
11
29
25
15
18
14
17
23

18, '91 . .
'91 .
22, -91
16, '91 . .
14, '91..
19, '91 . .
11, '91..
16, '91..
14, "91 .
'91 . .
13. '91.
20. '91 .
'91 .
11. '91..
18, '91 .
30, -91. .
19, "Jl .
'91..
22, '91 . .
27. '91 .
14, '91..
21, '91..
'91. .
5. '91.
'91 . .

4
4

Portsmouth..

4 1 4
• ' *

Hartley
Brldgewater .

Sept.

18

4
4

1
I
* 1 L I t
* ' 1
t
1
1

*
*

*•
**
11

SI

4
4

.
.
.
.

.

111

i>.
4,

4,

"Jl

1H, "Jl

Iowa

20, -91 .

Aur. 14, '91 .

1,

4
4

June

..

*1..

IS

1,

1
4

Aug.

Lynnvlllo

Beaman
Mapleton

Sept. 11,

Jan. 23, '92..
Aur. 24, "Jl . .
'91..
June

4
4

July

Mary. . ...

•

.

June

3,

Aug.

6, 6,

July

1,

.

1
1

Aur.

" .....

4
4

Aug.

July

kl

|j

July

3, 7,

June
Aur.

H,8,

May

s,

.

' 4 >
1 1 •

Aug.

111

Bennington. .
Jasonvllle
Paris
JelTersonvlllo.
Prairie Creek.
Martinsville. . .
Flora
Balnbrldge. .

APP,i
cants.

13
15
28
11
16

Ind

Stockwell
Mt. Etna
Denver

.

Aug.

July

Cltfty
Louisville.

. .

*•

Ark

St. Paul . .

,

July

.

May

21
12

4
'

"

2'J'J
294
3(11
31
3H1
305
306
3(17
3IIS
:i(IJ
:lln
214
240
2411
2511
253
255
263
•-'iil
265
231
252
2511
111
41
86
87
199
2()il

6

May

April

27
28

4

44

1,

' 1 1 4 •
1 ' ' ' '

Auk.

.

1
4

July

'III
".11.
•91.
■Ill.
'91.
<n.
13, ■'M.
IS, ■:u
"91.
4, ■91.
■'.il.
u, ■91
14, ■91.
14. '91
11. ■'.il
14. mi.
24, ■'.in
11, •91.
16, '91.
15. •HI
■'.11
19, '91
«. •III
16, "Jl.
21, '91.
'91.
311,".'1
IS. "91.
-"I. <n.
22, ■'.ii
15, ■:u
35, '91
1."),•91
29, '91 .
■111.
12. •HI
2(1,'91.
1)1.m.
•hi
■in
1", •in .
'91
'91.
I"., '91
22 ■91
31,"•!'l
22. >91.
7. 'HI
24. ".11
25. ■in
■21),
-III .
•HI.
1"', '91
15, 'HI

25.
15.
11.
29,
3,

i.

May
June
Aus.
May
June

Dicinian.

4
•

\Camp
I No.

Date.
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"

Approved

Division.

Location.

Townley (Ala. )
Thula (Tenn. i
Stock Creek ( Tenn. ) . . .
"
Crossville
Mexico City ( Mexico ) . .
Rockwood ( Tenn. )
"
Kingston

I Ala. and Tenn . .
■!

••
Ethel
Caney Branch l Tenn. ) .
SmedvlUe
''

Ark .

Magazine.

Paris
Kingston
Sulphur ltock

Limestone Valley.
Los Angeles
Berkeley

Pueblo
Holyokc

Colo.

Golden
Phoenix t Ariz. i. . .
Central Village. . . .
Cornwall Bridge. .
Sharon

Conn..

Willlmantlc

Putnam

Palmyra
Alexis
Lerna
Warren

Gridley
Windsor
Hutsonville
Rockton
Ellis Grovo
Assumption

Lake Forest
Robinson
Klmlra
Wapella

Freeport
Paxton
New Palestine

Birds

Veedersburg
Oweusburg

Rolling Prairie
Centreville
South Bend
Lynnville
Bartonia
Mace

Llzton
Fairmount
Milton
Sptceland

Brazil

Spencer
Kempton
West Newton

Bloomfleld
Rose Lawn
Westville

Brucevllle
Grandvlew
Graysvllle
Blcknell
Valeene
Cloverdale

Monrovia
Vlncennes

Cory

Washington

Brooklyn

.

cants.

1H
2(1
211
17
lr.
19
17
17

ill

"

Butler
Huntsville

Appli

Aug.
Oct.

17.
17.

Feb.

6.
6.

Nov. 20.
Apr.

Apr. 16.
June 9.
May 28.

IK
2d
15
Oct. 16
11
6..
13
Nov.
2.-,
Feb. 19
IS
17
ii;
Nov. 10.
5.
11)
Jan.
UK
Nov. 14.
Feb. 25.
19
21
Mar. 24.
Nov. 21.
15
Jan. 27.
25
111 Mar. 16.
25.
15
Apr. 12.
17
29
Oct. 10.
13
Dec. 23
19
14
Feb. 11.
211 Dec. 26.
Feb. 17.
19
27.
if.
Mar. 5 .
24
•'
11.
•J"
June 8.
15
20
Mar. 2B.
9
IS ; Apr.
Mur. 24.
19
May 7.
15
17
12.
July 6.
2U
24
18
21
Oct. 12..
27
'•
2:1
31 .
11)
Nov. 7..
Oct. 30..
12
Nov. 18..
17
17
21..
Dec. 11..
12
12
18..
;:i
2 ..
Jan.
14
2..
11
2..
15
1H
Jan. 14
15
15
''
211
2
Hi
29
16
Kl
16
IB
Mar. 12..
" 11
17
29
15
Apr.
17
15
21
15
•■
51
22
21;
May 13..
15
Apr. 28..
Hi
June 9..
Apr. 30..
27

"

"

"
"

"
"
"

lii

30
31
32
Feb. is..
38
Apr. is
34
Mur. 25
35
Apr. 19
4
•>
Jane
7
is
9
July 11..
11
IS..
13
J7
IS
3U
Sept.
29
Ort. 19
30
Dec-.
5.
31
Apr. 11
82
July «..
21
Oct.
45
Nov. 9..
46
4...
22
Feb. 12
2
Mur. l».
8
Nov. a..
2
Jan. ■m
50
Mar.
51
7..
52
■"
2
Apr. 2(1
18
Sept. 19
256
Nov. 6..
389
Dec. in.
162
21
390
Feb.
391
IX.'.
392
18.
393
Mar. S..
394
10
395
**
in..
396
12
397
1'.'
398
Apr. 18.
399
K..
11
June 28.
400
July «..
12
■-•II
18
23
17
Sept. 11..
312
11
311
'*
28
313
o-t. 20
198
Nov.
S..
58
7..
314
••
20
310
21
315
•'
21.
317
1..
318
1.. •319
*'
:l
320
k"
7..
321
**
7..
148
•*
10.
322
-'■!!!. «..
323
'*
(.. 324
6
325
Feb.
»..
326
'*
24
327
Mar. 22
328
22
329
22
330
22
331
22
332
:m
333
30
834
:i»
337
31.
335
■'
31
336
19..

Applications

i

Nov. 13..

upon

Administration.

Camp
So.

Oct.
Dec.

List of Charters Issued

9 2 9 5

TABLE

55

17
15
13
17
15
17
15
111

12
14
23

15
11
15
21
15
32
17
15
15
29
in
21
17
15
15
19
17
22
17
IS
111
211
II'.
23
2H

15
2::

is

11
22
17
111
13
15
IB
12
l'.i
li;
15
17
24
15
IS
17
15
211
17
211
15

;ii

15
15
IB
211

by this
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Pretty Prairie
Latham
Wa Keenoy

Glen Elder
Soldier
Hays City
Ottumwa

Long Island

Prescott

Brookvllle
Conway Springs
Wathena
Agra
Horace
Greensbur^

Admire
Splvey

Pittsburg
Parkersville
SI. Franc! ;

Florence
Cuba
Ooddard

Lincoln
Deri y
Klchlnnd

Nlckerson.

Mavsville

Camden

....

....

I.inenlnvllU- (Vidro
Phillips

Goldsboro

Urldgion

Orono
Brownfield

Lisbon Fall-

East Wilton
South Paris

Lincoln
Klttery

....

la

Me

Dec.

Jan.

Feb.

Apr. t..
Mar. 26.
Feb. 21..
Apr. 21

May 14..
■Tune 4..
May 21
June 2.->
May ■2S

June

8..
is

2.*>
May 20
June 27..
1..
July 15

Mar.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.
Feb.

9..
9..

21.
19.
6..
Mar. 20 . .
30

Apr.

44

13

IS..
21

22
23
15
10
11
if,
16
20
13
16
16
15
22

."•
r.
:'.

Nov.
Dec.

Jan.

4 :l H

13
10
17
15
36
19
28
21
21
17
11
22
15
22
1«
15
17
i:.
19
15
20
18
15
38
15
16
17
•211
17
17
19
15

4
4

(1 5

• 4 4
1 4 •

Jan.

14..
31
14..
1..
1..
28
16..
30
7..
19.!
81..
13..
211
13
13
27

14
14
1

Almena
Scott City
Pleusunton
Keene

Nov.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.
*■

Dec. 23
Jan. ■.'•>
Id
44 25
44 11
Feb. 11)
1'.
Jan. 21
Feb.
Mar.
Apr. ir.
7 15

liertngton

a

4

Itt'lnbeck
Oak

llurr

23
23

Mar. 31
May
June 30
IS
44
7

Union

20

44

July
June

7 2 6

Hill

6..

July

11

July 23
June 17

July

1 1

Rose

July

9..

14
Nov. 13
l.i
Jan. 11'
May Ml
Mar.
20
Apr. 1*
Mar. 30
June 15
Apr. 13
May ■JS
Apr. 2"

23

Mar.
Dec.
Oct.
Dec.
44

12
23
41
7

Grove
La Porte City
Eldorado
Eagle

June

10
25 .
16..

July

31
Feb. 10
Apr.
44
41

110 11

Adair

23

IS

19
24
26
22
22
17
18
16
16
23
15

14

;;

Oeheyedan

Apr.
Mar. 15
Apr. 22
4..

•

June is

4
4

Llneville
Moulton
Ladora
Spirit. Lake

Feb.
Mar.

19
14
18
19
15
16

Jun«

Jul;

4
4

Stuart

25
36
24
118
20
16
2-1
21
21
19
20
21
18
10
16
17
20
29
20
17
15
15
16
19
22
17
'22
20
17
16
IS
19
21
111
10
17
34
20
19
23
20
30
16
30
21
27
20
22
21
18
1.-.
18
19
20
22
24
23
21
23
24

Jan.

17
■27
16
17
15

4
'

Lewis

Dec.

9..

■21
30
10
22
15..

3

IE

Hesper

Oct.

•20

25
19
15
20
30

July

23
■27
21.
27..

4 •
• '

IS

May 24..

•
■

Frcelaudvllle
Clarksburg
Linden
Edwardsport
Peoria
Davis City
Missouri Valley
Scranton City
Kellerton
Garner

IS
29
16
17
16
24
17
25
25

4
4

Ind

'
4

Whitewater
Warren
Walton
Sheridan
Leavenworth

AppH-

4
'

Division.

''

"

this Adkikibtbation

•
•

location.

No.

338
36
16..
12
la .
108
339
21..
June 8..
32
■'
8..
34
11..
23
■20.
38
■2.
Oct .
.
267
■2. 266
Dec.
1..
268
*'
26.
142
Jan. IB..
269
Feb, 15..
270
29..
271
**
20..
272
Mar. 2..
81
'*
15..
273
'*
274
2S..
1*
■211 275
30
276
June 18..
277
'*
25..
278
**
27..
279
July II..
20
14
280
■21
..
281
11
28..
282
k'
218
(let. 16..
254
Nov.
9..
255
256
27..
257
9..
16..
52
27..
258
Dec.
4..
259
8..
260
8..
261
•*
14..
262
1'
14..
263
k■
16..
261
81...
265
81..
266
Feb.
2..
267
16..
268
*'
19..
269
Mar.
8..
270
81..
271
272
10..
Apr. 11..
273
274
16..
May
2
6..
7..
3
*'
40
20..
June 9..
10
11
9..
33
16..
**
4
17..
211..
37
■Inly 1..
46
9..
26
16..
38
''
'2* .
47
Mar. 12
2
Sept. 28
68
Oct. 2'.l
'69
Dec.
B..
70
' 4 an
71
K.-b. 15..
24
Mar. :il .
51
Apr. 6..
22
1'
11..
30
4'
21 ,
29
1'
26 .
82
28.
31
33
28..

by

MVJSTERED.

Qimp i

May 11..

IsauKD

21
.'■
23
.'-I
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; Charter
/«su«i.

8..

Feb. IS..
Mar. 19..
••
**

19.
19

May 13
June 21..

21.
23.
23
July 21
Sept. 16..
*•
23..
<K-t. 16.
19.
*•

Nov. *..
Jan. 1H..
•*
[VI,.
**

Ml

1..
8..

Mar. 10..
Apr. 1..
4..
'*
4..

21
13.
18..
14..
28
June 11
13 .
**

May

July

"

8..
8..

J.',
29
Sept. 11.
••
11.
1M
'■
1H.
Oct.
s..
5.
1'
22

....

ai

n

28
19
28
27
16
22
16
16
1.1
17
24
19
82
16
22
24
19
21
15
23
23
19
31
211
36
21
28
32
211
20
21
17
25
IT
13
18
17
2n
10

i; c f. ''.
8 8

28..

35

Oct.

Nov.
Dec.

16..
18..
18..
29..

**

9..
8..

14..

IS..

»•
May-

Aug.
Sept.

Jan.
Feb.

Mar.

Apr.
May
June

July

1..
4..
in.

6..

24 .
21',.
9..
1..
21.

6..

Oct.

10..
.
31
27..
Nov. 17..
Feb. 22.
111.
19.
18,.
Mar. 24..
28..
26
21'.
31..
Apr. 4..

May
'•

6..

2..
20.
23
June 1..
17..
17..
July- 16..
23
Sept. 20..
19..
21'..
Oct.
2..
Nov.
7..
7..

9..

u

14
17
18
30
11
14
10
21
17
25
16
17
15
15
19
30
17
25
12
18
26
20
18
20
15
1.1
18
26
1.1
17
32
17
18
32
» 15
16
15
17
16
14
18
2(1
20
21
13

Feb.
Mnr.
Apr,

July
Mar.
May

4 2

July

Mar.

30..
18..

r,

•
*
*
1

*
*

1
'

22..
211.
28..
16
21
20..

Feb.

13
14
17
19
14
2.1
;tn
19
28
21

Dec.

19
111
19
19
19
19
14

Feb.

h;

l'
Jan.

fi

Dec

Jan.

19..
19
19.
12..

Jan.

Jan.

Mar. 19
Apr. 12

19
1.1
:m
June 21
July 20
Mar.

May

July

Nov.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.
Nov.
Feb.

Mar.

7

•'

»..

12
24

May-

12
1 7

■*

Mich

Feb.

Apr.

21
29
3

Oct.
**

in
22
22

Dec.
*»

27
23
Mar. 39
Apr. 14
May
Apr.
21
13
May 13
14
'*
2S
June 11
13
Feb.

4 2

July

6..

13
14..
10
1'.)
19..

2.1
Up

July

s s

•«

•lull
Nov.

2.1
■2!)
Oct.

2

May

10
11
17
10
20
18
24
15

*'

12
2

•'

7..

1*..
22.
23.

ll)

June

Nov.
••
'
■

Mar.

15
22
17
19
18

20
18
20
18
Hi
24
17
15
22
17
16
10

Dec.

!i

D«*c. IS..
30.
•a..
F«'b. 23..
*•
as..

Jan.

16
16
26
17
20
20
18
18
19
17
24
21
18
18
17
87
18
16
23
•J.-,
29
13

ll
.

15..
:m
B..

—

29 .
28..
July 1..
Sept. 26
211
Oct. 31.
Dec.
9..
16..
Jan. 27..
36
Mar. 22
May- 18..
'
-

It..

Apr. 29..
May 19..

'
'

Feb.

Apr.

June

IS..

20
35
1.-.
23
18
14
28
11
15
19
28
1.-.

»
•

.lilii.
'*

34 Gray
9 | Lewlston .
10 LoveU Centre
12 Bluehlll
s
Franklin
S Frankford i Del- 1■• ■ ■
28 Hagerstown
29
Westminster
Washington I D. C. I
30
31
Washington ( D. C. i
33 Washington ( D. C. t. . . .
32
Baltimore
9
Norfolk (Va.)
8 Child*
11 EastvlUe ( Va. i
142 Hockport
143 Rutland
144 Brldgewater
20
Colraln
145 Boston
146 Hydo Park
147 Wllllamstown
148 Bourne
149 Manchester
10 Beverly Farms
40
Conway
46
Hopkinlon
55 CummlnKton
225 Mount Pleasant
226 Detroit
227 Deerneld
228 Caro .
229 Partello.
230 Nashville .
231 North Muskegon
232 Mattawan .
233 East Tawas
234 Lyons.
235 Grand Ledge
236 Jones .
237 Marine City
238 Mayvllle.
239 Pontine
8
Mlo.
12 Byron Center. . .
Burnlps Corners
88 Le Boy
89 Montlcello
90 Spring Valley
91
Stillwater
92
Pipestone
93
Melrose
94 Blue Earth City
Slayton
95
Hastings
96
97 Detroit
98
Benson
99
New Boston
ion
Park Rapids
101 Elk Blver
102 Madison Lake
6
Fulda
3 : shakopee
8 I Glencoe
42 I Eagle Bend
16 >Lamberton
13 Moorhead
18 ; Adrian
11 ] Glenwood. ......
'
20 Pelican Rapids
206 Cedar Hill
207 I Victoria
208 Cofteysburg.
209 Medoc
210 Cnllao
211 Inka Springs
212
Knox City

'
*

2
:>
3.
July 23.
Sept. 18..
1H.
19..
Dec.
1..
•*
11..

■
»

a..

*
•

June

2li
17
211
23
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TABLE

Dale.

Nov.
■'

Dec
Jan.

Fi'b.
Mm-.
'•
Apr.
May

7..
g.
27..
17..
19..

2..

8..
1..
16
10..
31..
27..

«..
June 10'..
July 9..

Nov.
Fel...
Ma v

July

25
25
29..
211
1..

2:1
Sent. 21 . .
Del.
6
j::
Nov. 211
Dec.
1..
Jan. 19..
9..
Feb. 12.
23
23
26..
2..
May
>tur. 28..
»■ 28.
28
Apr.
8.
May 25
June IK . .
21
July 11..
29.
Sept. 25
2:1
Oct. 16.
■•
31..
Feb,
1..
10..
15..
Mar. 24..
May 21 .
:ill
June '20.
29..
July
3.
2iT
Sept. 26..
28.
Nov. 27
11..
11
27
Ilec. 12
Nov, 11..
27..
27.
27.
27
27
Dec
3..
17
.Ian. 28
8
tel..
Mar.
1
1.
'■
21

No.

11— Charters Issued by

this Administration —

Continued.

Camp
No.

213
214
215
216
217
218
21:1
2211
221
222
228
224
225
226
227
2-28
229
230
11
2
12
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
151
155
156
157
158
1511
21
5
-1:1
14
111
20
15
1
is
22
2D
27

"'ii'

in
21
2li:i
21(1
211
212
213
214
21.'.
21i;
217
218
•219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
7
227

Richland

St. Clair.
Chamois .
K eh oka..
Wheatland .
New Frankfort .

Elmer.

Warrenton

Lexington.
Linn .
Joplln .
Stanborry.

.

Laclede .
New Union.

Gallatin.
ClarkHvllle ,
Farniington .

Lewistown .
Ogden i Utah '.
Great Falls. .
Salt Luke City 1 Utah 1
Gibbon .,
Scotia. ,
.Stuart.

33
19
14
16
15
29
15
16
16
17

Arborville

Chapman..
Greshani

Stromsburg
University Place .
Humboldt
Palmer

IS

Orchard
Cedar Kaplds
Genoa
HermoQ.
Whitney
Chadron

Strang
Hartley
Stockville

Kenenau
Fremont
S wedesboruunh . .
Haddonfleld
Vineland
New Brunswick..
East Orange
Newark
Elizabeth

N.J.

Princeton

Sparta
Lafayette..
Orange
Woodbridtfe.
New Providence.
Kut her ford
Went Bloomfleld.

Tottenville
Mlddleporl
Hannibal
Jefferson
Brooklyn
Camden
Sand Bunk
Prattuburg
M utteuwun
Clayton

Bolton
Trnupsburg
Ballston
Walden

Spa .

Granville..
Castile
New York
Geneseo

:::i
.

16
16
16
17
15
16
25
31
29
26
17
2i1
21
24
16
17
16
16
20
17
17
16
2:1
23
10
23
12
17
23
16
li;
30
17
l'.l
19
1(1
17
17
57
211
IS
25
72
25

Oct.
Nov.
41
*'
Dec.
''

Jan.
Feb.

Mar.
Feb.
Mar.
*•
■■

5..

25..
28
10..

9..

12..
20..

1..
6..

29..
12..

U..

14..'
22..
Apr. 16..
27..
May 22..
July- 16..
June 11..

June 19..

Sept. 26. .
Oct,
10..
31..
Nov.
4..
Feb.
»..
12.
'*
15..
Mar. 28..
May- 26.

J

June

3..

June 30..
May
JulyDee
Sept.
Oct.
41
*1
Nov.
Oct.
1*
Nov.
Dec.

21..
29..

1..

30..
17..
2li
16..
2..
16..
27..
13
19..
12..

Ill

10.. |
18..
10.. 1
Jan. 28. .1
Feb. 17..
18..
Mar. 24..
16.

29
15

U

11;
14

»

15
If.
18
I.".
15
16
16

It

16
18
17
21
25
26
20
l:t
13
18
16
15
15
16
29
15
18
21)
15
12
12
10
16
21
IS
12
22
16
18
12
17
16

IS

33
21
21
25
48
21

Oct.
Dec.

Apr.
Dec
*1

Jan.

2i:
17
29
:i
17
IS
4

Mar.
Feb. Is
Mar. 12

June

23
2
7
2S
2
1:

June
July
June

13
30
21

July

3.1
16
22
22
22
15
15
11.

Apr.
May
Apr.

May

Dec.
**

Feb.
•*

Apr.

July

July

n

2
2

2
2
SO
2
Dec
2
Oct.
Nov. 27
4*
11
*1
11
*•
27
Dec. 2.;
Nov. 11
11
27
*•
27
41
27
Dec. 17
14
Jan. 11
Dec, 17
s
Feb.
11
:;
Mar. 1
May
*k

Mar.
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Cump
! *Vo. i

May
•*
*•
•*

7.
7..

9.
12..
28
Juil** 'in
July 4..
n;
18..
in
Jan. 20.
Apr. 26
26
May 14..
June 33
July 27.
Sept. 11..
16..
*•
16
*•
23

Oct.
»•

1..

!.-.
[>.•• 31.

Feb. 27
Mar. 2
*•

Apr.
*"

**

May

June
»•
*•

July
**

12.
23
■a
J4

2.

14..
11
19
19
IS.
4.

7..

17..
22
22
29
11
11
ir,

,
!

I Ore .

t|

•■

Penn.

'
I
;
'
J
!
I

!
i

10..

May 20..

15

9..

12..
20..
Feb.
1..
'*
25..
*•
10..
10..
•*
20..
1*
25. .
Mar. 11..
21..
Jan. 28..
Apr.
1..
Mar. 21..

May

7..

May

16..
June 8..

^
27

June 3u"
■•

80..

June 30..
Feb.
5..
Apr. IK
May

July

18..

2..

16..

23
21
15
16
20
20

May

20
is
16..
2..
24..

July

8..

27

Feb.
Oct.
Nov.
Mar.
*»

Apr.

May

June

"

July

2. .
10..

7..

17..
28..

5..

8..
14..

9..

9..
1..
9..
7..
23 .
21..
4..

May

2H

July

2

Feb.

May
Feb.

Mar.
Feb.
.May
Mar.
**

Apr.
Mar.
Apr.
Mar.

July

June 18

July

15

15
23
25
28
16
16
15
16
22
15
26
19
15
58
19
18
24
16
16
17
71
25
18

Oct.
*

May-

Oct.
Nov.
Feb.
Dec.

July
Mar.

5

Apr.

»..

11..
29
25

'

Jan.

29..
30
12..
14..

'1
*1

HI
r.i
23

Apr. 211
May

July
Oct.

211
14
23
1(1
8

*•

12..
1..
1.
1..
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ORDERS.

New Yokk. September Hi. 18'Jl.
Having been duly elected and installed Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of
Veterans. U. S. A., for the ensuing year, at the Tenth Annual Encampment, held at
Minneapolis, Minn., August 24 2$. 1891, I hereby assume command, and establish
headquarters at No. 4(1 Broadway, New York city.
2. At the tenth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief. Sons of Veterans, U.
S. A., the following officers for the ensuing year were duly elected and installed, and
will be respected and obeyed accordingly:
Commander in-Chief. Bartow S. Weeks, New York city.
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, Harry S. Fuller. Milwaukee. Wis.
Junior Vice-Commander-in -Chief, Chas. A. Bookwalter. Indianapolis. Ind.
Conncil-in-Chief, E. D. Morris, Red Wing. Minn.: Isaac Cutter, Camp Point, 111. :
W. A. Stevens. Maiden. Mass.
Helena, Montana, was selected as the place for holding the eleventh annual meet
ing of the Commnndery-in-Chief, the time thereof to be designated by the. Counc.ilin-Chief.
3. All Aids-de-Camp and officers appointed during or prior to the tenth animal
session of the Commandery-in-Chief are hereby relieved from duty as such, and will
report to their respective Commanders for orders.
4. The following officers of the Commandery-in-Chief
have been appoint ed "for
the ensuing year, and will be respected and obeyed accordingly:
Adjutant General, Raphael Tobias, New York, N. Y.
Quartermaster General. John V. B. Clarkson, New York, N. Y.
Inspector General. Henry Frazee. Cleveland. Ohio.
Judge-Advocate General, R. Shaw Van. Denison. Iowa.
Surgeon General, Frank N. Gier, Hillsdale. Mich.
Chaplain-in-Chief. Geo. W. Pollitt, Paterson. N. J.
General
1.
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To avoid confusion,

loss, and delay, and secure uniformity in the transaction
the following rules and regulations will be strictly observed:
All communications for these headquarters will be addressed to No. 40 Broad
All reports and communications will be addressed to
way, New York city, N. Y.

of

5.

business,

Raphael Tobias, Adjutant General. All requisitions for supplies and correspond
relating thereto will be addressed to John V. B. Clarkson, Quartermaster Gen
All drafts or money orders will be made payable to John V. B. Clarkson,
Quartermaster General. Requisitions for supplies will not be honored unless ac
companied by the requisite amount of money in payment therefor, by registered
letter, post-office order, or draft on New York. Personal cheoks or drafts upon
Officers, past officers and members of the Comother cities will not be accepted.
mandery-in-Chief and Division officers will forward communications direct to these
headquarters, and all others will forward official communications through their re
spective Division headquarters. All official matter to be referred to the Judge-Ad
vocate General will be addressed to the Commander-in-Chief, and pass through these
headquarters.
6. At the tenth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., a revised Constitution, Rules and Regulations was adopted, to go into
effect as to Camps and Divisions on December 1, 1891.
Copies of same will be
on or about October 15, 1891. Colonels of Divisions are
ready for distribution
hereby requested to make requisitions for same as soon as possible.
7. The Committee on Military Rank appointed at the ninth annual meeting of
the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., presented a report providing
for the formation of a Sons of Veterans' Guards, which report will shortly be issued
in full, with an explanatory circular.
The following resolutions were adopted by
the Commandery-in-Chief:
ence
eral,

Resolved, That the Coniiuander-ln-Chief be ami hereby is Instructed to appoint a Commandant and
an Advisory Board of Ave military members to organize and establish a military rank, in conformity
with the provisions of the revised Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and to report in detail at the
next National Encampment as members of the Commandery-ln-Chief,
ex officio.
Resolved, That the sum of $300 be appropriated
for this purpose, to be expended by the Board
upon orders drawn upon the Quartermaster
General by the Commandant, countersigned
by the Com
mander-in-Chief: Provided, That all communications and announcements of the Order as such, or to
any of the organized bodies — other than the military rank — shall be approved and promulgated
by
the Comniamler-tn-Chlef : and provided, that upon application of at least 21 members In good stand
ing, approved by the Commandant
and Commander-in-Chief, the Commander-in-Chief shall issue a
warrant to form the company.

In accordance with the above resolution, the following appointments have been
made, and said officers will be respected and obeyed accordingly:
Commandant. G. H. Hurlbut, Belvidere, 111..
Advisory Board, E. H. Milham, St. Paul, Minn. ; Geo. B. Stadden, Kansas City.
Mo. ; H. B. Baguley, Wheeling, W. Va. ; H. W. Wessels, Litchfield, Conn.
8. The objects and aims of the Ladies' Aid Society and the principles underlying
their organization are similar to our own, and they are entitled to the support and
assistance of every loya! son of a veteran. Colonels of Divisions and all others are
hereby requested to give this organization all possible assistance, looking toward
its increase in membership and influence.
9. In accordance with the action of the Commandery-in-Chief
at its tenth an
nual meeting, Division headquarters will hereafter add 10 per cent, to the prices
heretofore paid for supplies, using for the present the old requisitions.
10. Many matters of special interest came up at the tenth annual meeting of
the Commandery-in-Chief, and will be promulgated in the next General Order, or as
soon as received from the official stenographer.
11. The bond of the Commander-in-Chief has been executed, and forwarded to the
Council-in-Chief, and the Commander-in-Chief now has in his possession, duly ex
ecuted, the bonds of the Adjutant General and Quartermaster General.
Babtow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.

General

At

Orders,

No.tS.

New Yoek, October

15, 1891.

the tenth annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., held at Minneapolis, Minn., August 24-28, 1891, the following resolution was
adopted:
Resolved, That the Colonels of Divisions be required to report to the Commanderin Chief, within 30 days from the close of this Encampment, the name of a brother
of their^respective
Divisions as a member of the " National Press Committee," and
1.
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that the list of brothers so recommended shall be announced in General Orders by
the Commander-in-Chief.
Colonels of Divisions will take note of the above resolution, and at once forward
to these headquarters the names of such brothers as they desire appointed on such

committee.
2. By the revised Constitution, which was adopted at the tenth annual meeting
of the Commandery-in-Chief, the offices of Chief of Stiff, Chief Mustering Officer,
and Aids-de-Camp were abolished, so that no appointments of Aids can be made by
the Commander-in-Chief.
3. An error was contained in article 9 of General Orders, No. 7. in that it slated
that 10 per oeut. would be added to the price of all supplies. The only additional
Divisions having already paid the addi
charge is upon badges and decorations.
tional percentage upon their supplies have been credited with the amount of such
The resolution adopted by the tenth annual meeting of the Com
overpayment.
mandery-in-Chief was as follows:
'•Resolved, That the Quartermaster-General be authorized to -charge for badges
and decorations 10 per cent, above the agreed price, as at present allowable, and
that Divisions be allowed to add 10 per cent, to the cost of all supplies."
4. Owing to delays, caused by the freight blockade in the West, the supplies did
not reach these headquarters until September 30, 1891, but all requisitions now on
hand have been filled.
The new proposed Ritual and the revised Constitution are
in the hands of the printer, and will be ready for distribution in the early part of
November. Requisitions for Constitutions hereafter received will not be filled until
the revised Constitutions are ready, unless otherwise specially requested, as the new
Constitutions, other than the Commandery-in-Chief Constitution, do not go into
effect until December 1, 1891. Requisitions for Rituals will be filled from the old
forms, as the new Ritual is only intended for experimental use during the present
administration.
is called to the many imperfections
i>. The attention of Colonels of Divisions
found in the mustering officers' reports, as received at these headquarters. It is
from these reports that Charters are made out, and unless the report contains the
name and number of the Camp and the names of the Charter members legibly writ
ten, they will be returned to Division headquarters for correction, before the issu
ance of Charter.
G. In pursuance of the action of the tenth annual meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief providing for the appointment of an Advisory Board of five, to organize
and establish a military rank, and in addition to the appointments promulgated byGeneral Orders, No. 7, Bro. John A. Wood, of McKee6port, Pa., is hereby appointed
a member of said Board.
7. The explanatory circular of the Sons of Veterans' Guards is herewith enclosed,
and I trust that it will meet with a hearty response.
the winner of the
8. At the tenth annual meeting of the Coinmandery-iu-Chief,
competitive prize drill was St. Paul Camp No. 1, Minnesota Division, and the win
ner of the prize for individual drill was Bro. George F. Jones, of Gen. Walter Q.
Gresham Camp No. 200, Indiana Division.
By order of Babtow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chuf.
Raphael
Tobias, Adjutant General.
Official:
General

Orders, No. 9.

New Yobk, November

17, 18!)1.

I. The attention of Colonels of Divisions

who have not yet forwarded to head
quarters the names of such brothers as they desire appointed on the National Press
Committee is again called to the resolution adopted at the tenth annual meeting of
the Commandery-in-Chief. us published in paragraph 1 of General Orders, No. 8.
The following appointments are hereby announced upon the National Press
Committee, in accordance with the recommendations of the Division Colonels:

Arkansas, Iris E. Caldwell, Fort Smith.
Illinois, Frank McCrillis, 907 West Polk St., Chicago.
Kansas, W. P. Feder, Ellinwood.
Maine, E. K. Gould, Rockland.
Massachusetts, Chas. D. Rooney, 5 Somerset at., Boston.
Miohigan, Norman G. Cooper, Sturgis.
Minnesota, W. I. Nolan, Minneapolis.
Montana. James TJ. Sanders, Helena.
New Hampshire, Frank H. Challis, Manchester.

j
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New Jersey, Louis L. Drake, Elizabeth.
New York, Jacob Wisel, 26 Cliff St., New York city.
Ohio, H. D. Davis, Hillsboro.
Vermont, W. W. La Point, Barre.
Washington, Chas. E. Plimpton, Seattle.
Wisconsin, E. W. Krackowizer, Milwaukee.
In order to facilitate the organization and work of the committee, Bro. E. W.
Krackowizer is appointed chairman.
II. Colonels of Divisions will receive with these orders sufficient copies of the
proposed new Ritual to supply one copy to each Camp. These are not to supersede
the present Ritual, but are intended to be submitted to the criticism of practical trial
during the year, and all suggested amendments or substitutions are to be forwarded
to these headquarters on or before May 1, 1892. The attention of all members of
the Order is particularly called to the following requests of the committee:
1. That the proposed Rituals be not only read, but also duly exemplified before
the Camp in special meetings for that purpose called; and
2. That they be returned to the Adjutant General through Division Headquarters,
marked " Ritual revises," on or before May 1 next, with such criticisms, amendments,
additions and substitutions thereunto annexed as by vote of the Camp may be
thonght necessary or desirable.
3. That in each case the Camp's preference be stated, whether (a) for limp or
stilt covers; and (6) for same opening side or lengthwise.
Dnring the present administration and until the final action of the Commanderyin-Chief upon the revision, the present Ritual will be used.
III. The new Constitution, Rules and Regulations, which go into effect December
1, 1891, have been carefully revised, and are expected from the printer within a few
weeks, and requisitions for the same will be filled in the order in which they are re
ceived. No unbound copies will be provided.
IV. Division officers are requested to pay greater attention to the forwarding of
requisitions, and especially to use greater care in forwarding the correct amount for
It entails quite as much additional labor upon the Quartermaster
supplies ordered.
General to receive too much money as too little.
V. Colonels of Divisions are requested to see that the postage upon all mail sent
to these headquarters is fully prepaid.
VI. Division Colonels are requested to call attention in their next Division Orders
to the imperative necessity of every Camp being supplied with a "Blue Book," ae
much unnecessary trouble and annoyance will be thereby saved, and many questions
which are now submitted to headquarters can be readily disposed of in the Camp
room. The cost of the book is trifling, and every member of the Order, certainly
every conscientious officer, should possess one.
VII. The resignation of Col. K.W. Morse, commanding the Division of Vermont,
having been tendered and accepted, the Division Council was convened, and elected
Herbert S. Foster, of Burlington, Colonel, and Alland G. Fay, of Montpelier, Lieu
tenant Colonel, who have been duly installed, and will be respected and obeyed ac
cordingly.
order of Babtow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.
^
Official: Raphael Tobias, Adjutant General.

New Yoke, December 21, 1891.
General Orders, No. 10.
1. In accordance with the provisions of the new Constitution, the following re
port of the Quartermaster General is hereby rendered:
Beport Supplemental to Quartermaster General Hazelton'h ItEPonT.
Cash on band as per report
Received from —

Florida
Indiana
Missouri

Wisconsin
Kansas
Minnesota
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Kentucky
One table sold
One sliver cross

To!al

$2,591 80
t8
142
2
4
12
2
K8
2
2
10
7

00
04
00
00
88
00
2G
00
00
00
75

275 73
*2,867 58

■
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Paid rm! :
Express and postage
Drayuge and telegrams
Executive Councll-ln-Chief and Committees

Ritual

on Revision of C. R. &. R. and

$7 25
8 85
1.819 86

$1,836 96
$1,031 6-

Balance cash on hand

Genebal
Ametti

Account.

Septembeb 9. 1891.

Various Divisions, for supplies
Various Divisions, ppr capita tax
One Division, for Charter fee
Cash in hands of Quartermaster General Uazelton
Supplies on hand (reported to Tenth Annual Encampment
cost price...
Furniture, cost price

}2
77

at selling price, $2,781.63, )

Total

J

M

00
1,031 6-2
2.134 07
WM St'
$3,966 7!>

r.iabiUHa:

HI

Divisions, for supplies
Various Divisions, per capita tax

Various

Maj. A. P. Davis
Past Commander-in-Chief Geo. T. Brown, account consolidation
committee
Ernest C. Kleb. stenographer. Addlngton court-martial
Committee of Arrangement*.
Tenth Annual Encampment, appropriated by Councll-in-

Ohlef...
Surplus
Total

40
• 40
740 1»5
134 l'J
334 0O

»»*>
*.m «2
$8,966

7f

The item in General Hazelton's report, as printed lu the Proceedings under ''Property on Hand,"
"Records on Hand, $471.50," Is the cost of the various books of record of the Order, which should huv«been charged to "General Expenses" when purchased, and which cannot be considered as an asset, us.
they have no market value.
REPOBT

0E yUARTEUMASTER

GENERAL

FOR THREE MONTHS

ENDINH

NOVEMBER

Cash received:
From Gen. L. J. Webb
For Charter fees
For per capita tax
For supplies

1408
184
988
2,382

Total

Paid:
Debts from preceding administration, Maj. A. P. Davis
Past Commander-in-Chief
Geo. T. Brown
Ernest C. Kleb
Freight on headquarters from Topeku
General expenses
,
Office expenses
General Orders, Including 3,000 one-cent stamped
Traveling expenses
Salaries
Sons of Veterans' Guards
Supplies {'Including cost of shipment 1
Miscellaneous

Totals

envelopes

30. 1891.
68
50
85
63
*S.96»

$740 95
134 12
334 00
$190 5H
105 64
197 63
83 04
9 50
375 00
51 40
1.065 32
6K

64

$1.2.19 07

2.084 79

3.293 8t:

Cash on hand
,
$668 7.H
'
Supplies on hand I cost price), $1,895.52.
The sum of $615 was retained by General Webb for part payment for the Proceedings of the Tenth
Annual Encampment, the cost of which will, however, exceed that amount.
As the voucher for to*
payment of the $615 had not been sent to this office prior to November 30, although It has since been
received, this expenditure Is not included in the above statement.
John V. B. Clarkson. Quartermaster General.

Although the time for Divisions to forward the consolidated returns and per
capita tax to these headquarters was extended from 30 to 60 days, at the date of
making the above report the per capita tax for the quarter ending September SO.
1891, had only been received
from 17 Divisions, and the Divisions of Coloado, In
diana, Iowa, Missouri. Nebraska, Oklahoma and Oregon are still delinquent.
2. Division Adjutants, in preparing their consolidated returns, will, in all cases,
arrange the Camps in their numerical order, and wherever a blank occurs will state
the cause, such as suspended, disbanded. Charter revoked, never mustered, etc., etc.
3. Owing to unexpected and unavoidable delays, the printer of the new Consti
tution, Rules and Regulations did not deliver them on December 1, as agreed, and
the issuance of these General Orders has been delayed until announcement could be<
made that all requisitions for the same had been filled.
Such is now the case, and
Division Commanders who have not forwarded requisitions for the new Constitution
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will do so at once, and they will be filled immediately. Division Commanders should
see that every member of their respective Divisions is supplied with a copy.
4. Division Commanders will hereafter forward the mustering officer's report
or satisfactory explanation of the delay in mustering the Camp within 30 days after
the approval by these headquarters of the application for Charter, and in all cases
■where dispensations have been granted to muster on the approval of the Division
Commander, the mustering officer's report must be forwarded immediately.
5. Division Commanders will call the attention of installing officers to the ne
cessity of strict compliance with the instructions requiring a duplicate copy of their
,
report to be forwarded immediately to the Adjutant General.
6. The Quartermaster General has on hand a considerable supply of the proceed
ings of the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Eighth and Ninth Annual Encampments, which will
be furnished to Divisions desiring them, free of oharge, except expressage.
7. The following appointments are hereby announced upon the National Press
Committee in accordance with the recommendations of the Division Commanders :
California, Wm. H. Larkins, Sacramento.
Colorado, James M. Kennedy, Denver.
Connecticut, Wm. H. Pierpont, 40 Atwater st., New'Haven.
Kentucky, George( H. Capito, 1431 Story ave., Louisville.
Nebraska, J. C. Seacrist, Lincoln.
Pennsylvania, Wm. B. McNulty, S)08 Reed st., Philadelphia.
All members of this committee will at once place themselves in communication
with the chairman, E. W. Krackowizer, 450 Market Square, Milwaukee, Wis. Di
vision Commanders who have not yet forwarded the names of the representatives of
their Divisions upon this committee are urged to do so at once.
8. The following preamble and resolutions, adopted by Chicago Camp No. 1,
Illinois Division, S. V., D. S. A., and approved and forwarded by the Commander of
the Illinois Division, were submitted by me to the Council-in-Chief, and were by
them approved and directed to be promulgated:
Whebeas, It has become a notorious fact that, in nearly all parades taking place
in the large villages and cities of the United States, certain civic and military soci
eties carry with impunity, without protest or hindrance, the flags of countries and
nations in principle and practice directly opposed to republican forms of govern
ment, and in no manner whatever being in sympathy with or having respect for
a people possessed of free homes, free schools, free speech, and free government;
Whebeas, The United States has, by its representatives in Congress assembled,
adopted a flag emblematical of this republic, and by enactment made the flag so
adopted the supreme ensign of national integrity and power — the symbol of Amer
ican independence — the banner under which the armies and navies of the republic
are led to battle and victory; a flag bearing in every stripe and star legends of the
valor and heroism of America's citizen soldiery, from Lexington and Bunker Hill
to Gettysburg and Appomattox; a flag made sacred by the blood of its brave and
heroic defenders, who gave all- friends, home, life — that the starry folds of their
country's flag might forever wave over a free and happy people. " One country
and one flag " was the battle cry of our fathers, as they sprang to arms to repel the
Under the leadership of the peerless Grant,
sacrilegious invasion of rebel hordes.
the intrepid Sherman, brave Logan, gallant Sheridan, the fearless Farragut, the
armies and navies of the Union, beneath "one flag" were led to glorious victory,
bringing peace to our land, happiness to our homes, prosperity to our people;
Whebeas, The oppressed and downtrodden of all lands and climes have been
royally welcomed to the United States, and have made therein homes for themselves
and children, homes equal in beauty and comfort to the palaces of the kings of their
fatherland.
They have been given the patent of American nobility — citizenship.
They have accepted the honor so conferred, and with it the protection and fostercare enjoyed by citizens of native birth. They have left behind them the legends
and traditions of the Old World, pledged themselves to the New, and are in honor
bonnd to become truly American in sentiment, thought, and deed, and, as Americans,
love and honor but "one country and one flag;" therefore,
Resolved, That we, the members of Chicago Camp No. 1, Illinois Division. Sons
of Veterans, U. S. A., in regular meeting assembled, do most earnestly and emphat
ically protest against all public display of the flags of foreign nations, except those
upon buildings used by the embassadors, consuls, and other official representatives
of nations having diplomatic relations with the United States, and against the carry
ing of such foreign flags in society, State and national parades; that we make this
—6
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protest as American citizens, believing that one flag, and that the glorious stars and
stripes, is the one and only flag entitled to the love and respect of people claiming
citizenship in the United States of America. We make this protest as the descend
ants of the men who wrested from the iron rule of a despotic king the 13 colonies,
and made them free States in the Federal Union.
We make this protest as the
sons of ex-Union soldiers, believing that we love the "old flag" as they loved it, and
that the same feeling of patriotism which called them to the field actuates us in this
protest, and inspires us to demand that the American flag shall be the one and only
flag permitted to wave from flagstaffs on public buildings, except such as may be
officially occupied by the embassadors, consuls and other official representatives of
nations having diplomatic relations with the government of this republic, or be
carried in any parade or procession, society, State, or national, in villages, cities and
states within the jurisdiction of the government of the republic of the United States
of America.
Resolved, That we call upon the one-half million sons of Union veterans, and
upon every true, patriotic citizen, American or foreign born, to join with us in this
protest, and in the performance of such deeds as may be necessary to make our
watchwords, "One Country and One Flag," a realism in name and in fact. That we,
as members of Chicago Camp No. 1, Illinois Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., do
hereby direct the commanding officer of this Camp to forward through the proper
channel to the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., a copy of this
preamble and resolutions, requesting that the sentiments therein contained be pro
mulgated and placed in the hands of every member of the Order.
By order of Babtow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Raphael Tobias, Adjutant General.
1.
New Yobk, February 1, 1892.
February 12 is the anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln; it is "Union
Defenders' Day." Every Camp in this Order should observe it with ceremonies ap
propriate to the occasion. As time rolls on, the greatness of Abraham Lincoln is
becoming more and more appreciated; and he stands to-day, in the estimation of
all thinking men, side by side with George Washington: the one the creator of this
great country, the other its preserver. And we, the sons of Lincoln's soldiers,
should, on February 12, give to this nation an object-lesson drawn from the life of
this great man, through whose patriotism, zeal and untiring devotion to his coun
try "government of the people, by the people, and for the people," was perpetuated.
The fitting observance of this anniversary is incumbent upon every son of a vet
"
eran, and it is the desire of the Commander-in-Chief that " Union Defenders' Day
of 1H92 shall be celebrated by this Order with an enthusiasm that will inspire not
only ourselves, but our fellow-countrymen, with a deeper love for our common coun
try, a fuller appreciation of our privileges as American citizens, and a more loyal
devotion to its interests.
2. The eleventh annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief
will be held at
Helena, Mont., at such time in the month of August as may be designated by the
Council-in-Chief.
The Committee on Transportation will consist of the following brothers: Rus
sell B. Harrison, Judge Building, Fifth avenue, New York city; James U. Sanders.
Helena, Mont.; Joseph B. Maceabe, East Boston, Mass.; Frank McCrillis, 907 West
Folk st., Chicago. 111., and B. W. Frauenthal, Union Depot. St. Louis, Mo.
IS. The time fixed by the Constitution
for the annual inspection of the Order is
rapidly approaching, and it is of the utmost importance that the inspection be thor
ough and systematic.
Division Commanders will at once send the full name and address of their Divi
sion Inspector to Inspector General Henry Frazee, Cleveland, Ohio; of their Divi
sion Surgeon to Surgeon General Frank M. Gier, Hillsdale, Mich.; and of their
Division Chaplain to Chaplain-in-Chief George W. Pollitt. Patersou, N. J.
4. The following appointments are hereby announced upon the National Press
Committee, in accordance with t he recommendation of the Division Commanders:
Indiana, Will. E. Brown. Valparaiso.
Iowa, R. M. Kendrick, Keokuk.
Missouri, Jesse Roote, Mansfield.
Rhode Island. Theodore A. Barton. Providence.
South Dakota. W. T. Drips, Kimball.
The chairman of the committee is Bro. E. W. Krackowizer, 450 Market Square,
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Milwaukee, Wis, with whom all members of the committee will at once communicate
for instructions.
5. Many inquiries have been made at these headquarters as to the effect of the
new Rules and Regulations upon Camps which had already purchased uniforms, and
whether members of the Order who did not join the S. V. Guards were entitled to
wear a uniform.
The new Rules and Regulations (pp. 65, 66) provide a uniform which all mem
bers of the Order are entitled to wear without regard to membership in the S. V.
Guards, but Camps which have previously adopted a uniform, either in accordance
■with the old Rules and Regulations or by virtue of special dispensations, will not 'be
required to purchase new uniforms until the matter has been laid before the next
Officers of Camps and Divisions, however,
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.
will note that they are no longer entitled to wear shoulder-straps, but only the min
iature rank straps provided for by article XIV, Rules and Regulations (p. 67 ).
Attention is again called to the fact that the new Constitutions do not provide
for the appointment of Aids on the staff of the Commander-in-Chief or Division
Commanders, but only for the detail of officers or past officers for special service.
Much additional labor is imposed upon these headquarters by the submission of
questions which a careful examination ofthe new Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions would enable Division Commanders to deoide for themselves, and Division
Commanders are again urged to provide every member of the Order with a copy.
6. The organization
of the Sons of Veterans' Guards is progressing very satis
factorily, and it is hoped that the next General Orders will inolude a report from
Commandant George H. Hurlbut, to whom all applications for information, etc.,
should be made, at Belvidere, 111.
7. The reports received from installing officers indicate that many Camps have
changed their names or locations, apparently without having obtained the approval
of the Commander-in-Chief, or even notifying these headquarters of the change.
Division Commanders will in future forward to these headquarters for approval all
such applications, with their recommendation indorsed thereon.
8. The issuance of these General Orders has been delayed
by the failure of the
officers of certain Divisions to forward their consolidated reports for the quarter
The Adjutant General's consolidated report for that
ending September 30, 1891.
quarter is issued herewith for the information of the Order, any omissions therein
Commanders of Divisions will hereafter be
being the fault of the Division officers.
held responsible for the prompt forwarding of all reports.
9. The records of many Camps are incomplete at these headquarters, and blanks
will be shortly issued by the Adjutant General, requesting the information neces
sary to complete the records. Division Commanders are urged to use every effort
to furnish such information promptly.
10. The new form provided for by the tenth annual meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief, "Request for Ancestors' War Record," and which will be known as "Form
No. 16," is now ready ( price 50 cents per 100), and all Divisions should forward
requisitions for the same at once, as they must hereafter be included in all Camp
packets (see Journal of Proceedings, Tenth Annual Encampment, p. 274). This
blank is to be used only in oase of a last resort, when all other means to obtain the
Form No. 47, Camp Commander's report to
ancestors' record have been exhausted.
Division Surgeon, will hereafter cost 40 cents per 100, on account of the modifica
tions and additions recommended by the Surgeon General.
11. The resignation of Maj. Charles A. Stephens, Division of New Hampshire,
has been received, and, upon the recommendation of the Commander of that Di

vision,

was accepted.

Division Commanders will advise the Adjutant General of the time and place
of holding their respective Division Encampments, as soon as the same is deter
mined upon. Division Encampments will be held as follows: Rhode Island, Feb
12.

New Jersey, Feb
ruary 8, at Bristol; Connecticut, February 11. at Thompsonville;
ruary 18, at Trenton; Kansas, February 24, 25, and 26, at Atchison.
The time for the election of Division officers is near at handj and brothers should
realize the importance of basing their choice upon the intrinsic worth and executive
ability of the candidates, and not upon personal preferences: delegates to Encamp
ments do not represent themselves alone, but are trustees, as it were, for their re
spective Camps, and are responsible to the Order at large for the wisdom of their
selection.
13. The attention of the Order is again called to the "Andersonville
prison pen"
property referred to in Circular Letter No. 2 of Commander-in-Chief Leland J. Webb,
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19, 1891.
In response to that appeal the snm of $43 was subscribed, and Di
visions and Camps are requested to forward further subscriptions to Quartermaster
General Clarkson, who will return a proper receipt therefor and report the same in
It is to be hoped that
detail to the next meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.
greater interest will be shown in this most worthy enterprise, and that the Liberality
of the subscriptions will prove that our Order is worthy of being made the ultimate
custodian of that historic spot where lie thousands of the nation's heroic dead.
has been received at these headquarters that one George Ott,
14. Information
formerly of Camp No. 7 of the Division of Montana, is traveling in Colorado and
claiming recognition as a member of the Order. He was dropped from member
ship over a year ago, and is not entitled to any of the privileges of the Order.
By order of Babtow S. Weekb, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Raphael Tobias, Adjutant General.

June

.
New Yobk, March 12, 1892.
Orders, No. 2.
Upon the recommendation of the Inspeotor General, the following Assistant
Inspector Generals are appointed, to inspect headquarters of the several Divisions:
Alabama and Tennessee. R. W. Biese, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Arkansas, E. S. Sampson, Fort Smith.
California, C. J. Callahan. Los Angeles.
Colorado, C. H. Anderson. Denver.
Connecticut, G. Brainard Smith, Hartford.
Florida, Henry Thomas, Key West.
Illinois, Isaac Cutter, Camp Point.
Indiana, Chas. A. Bookwalter, Indianapolis.
Iowa, R. Shaw Van, Denison.
Kansas, Leland J. Webb, Topeka.
Kentucky, G. H. Capito, Louisville.
Maine, Edward K. Gould, Rockland.
Maryland, Miles W. Ross, 28 E. Fayette St., Baltimore.
Massachusetts, W. A. Stevens, Maiden.
Michigan, Frank M. Gier, Hillsdale.
Minnesota, E. D. Morris, Red Wing.
Missouri, R. Loebenstein, Warrensburg.
Montana, E. D. Weed, Helena.
Nebraska, Moses P. O'Brien, Omaha.
New Hampshire, Frank B. Perkins, Manchester.
New Jersey, Geo. T. Brown. 1264 Bushwick ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.
New York, Geo. W. Pollit, Patterson, N. J.
Ohio, E. W. Poe. Columbus.
Oregon, S. H. Griffith, East Portland.
Pennsylvania, Geo. W. Gerhard, Lock Haven.
Rhode Island, Theo. A. Barton, 49 Parade St., Providence.
South Dakota. C. C. Bras, Mitchell.
Vermont, Herbert O. Bixby, Chelsea.
Washington, B. W. Coiner, Taeoma.
West Virginia, H. B. Baguley, Wheeling.
Wisconsin, Harry S. Fuller, Milwaukee.
They will report immediately to Inspector General Henry Frazee, Cleveland, 0.,
for duty.
2. Division Commanders are directed to immediately destroy all old forms of
the following numbers: 24, 2">, 4:i, 44. 47, 4S, and 49, and to allow no forms to be
used in connection with the inspection of their Divisions and the preparation of the
reports of the Division Inspectors, Division Surgeons and Division Chaplains ex
Division
cept new forms of the above-mentioned numbers, which are now ready.
Commanders will make requisition for same at once.
3. The requisitions received at these headquarters for the new Constitutions in
dicate that a very small proportion of our membership has been provided with the
General
1.

same.

It is of the utmost importance that every member of the Order should possess
a copy of the Constitution and Rules and Regulations.
The cost is trifling, and
Division Commanders should at once forward requisitions for a sufficient number
to provide every member of their respective Divisions with a copy, and should urge
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upon the Camp Commanders the necessity of distributing them among the members
of their respective Camps.
4. In accordance with the provisions of the new Constitntion, the following re
port of the Quartermaster General of the receipts and expenditures for the quar
ter ending February 29, 1892, and of the financial condition of the Order on that
date, is hereby rendered.
Receipts and Expenditures

"
"

for Three

Months Ending February 29, 1892.

Cash on hand December 1, 1891
received from Gen. L. J. Webb
for Charter fees
per capita tax
supplies
*'

*£»

"

EH

T8

2

Si 52
«

"

™

—

Tc^..V..!"!^eU!m^:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::-:-

Paid general expenses :
3,000 Proceedings Tenth Annual Encampment
3.000 Trial Rituals
W. 8. Garner, Stenographer Tenth Annual Encampment
Miscellaneous
Total
Office expenses
Committee of Arrangements

Tenth Annual Encampment
General prders
Travel expenses
Salaries
S. V. Guards
Supplies ( Including cost of shipment )
Total

126
420 45
228 23

$1,9*8 58

■

fi2

2

,iV
™

j™
"»

£>
°2 <w
•»

.a-81"
<S S
■»

b'HS5 ^
£155 34

Cash on hand
Supplies on hand, as per Inventory, $2,538.69.

Profit

£7.o60 4o

»" 411
50

and Lobs Account,

February

29, 1892.

Z>r.
Dec. 31, 1891.
Jan. 4, 1892.

To supplies, obsolete forms destroyed
' ' Washington, for
supplies paid for to former administrations, but not re
ceived

Jan. 31, 1892. To supplies, obsolete forms destroyed
' ' Minnesota,
error in account, former administrations
Feb. 29, 1892.
*' Montana, errors In account, former administrations
29, 1892.

"

29,1892.
29, 1892.
29, 1892.
29,1892.
29, 1892.
29,1892.
29,1892.

''

"
"
*'

"
"

"
''
"

general expenses
office exi>enses
General Orders
'• traveling expenses

"salaries
"

"

S. V. Guards
balance ( profit )

Total

£89 15
75
2 70
28
1190
1,946 58
S'.W 15
175 69
20(H)
1.125 00
118 40
403 49
14,287 06

Cr.
By supplies from Quartermaster
Goneral Hazelton, no value given
Included in his annual report
29, 1892. By Missouri, error in Quartermaster
General Hazelton's report
29, 1892.
supplies ( promt
29, 1892.
per capita tax
29,1892.
Charter fees

Sept. 30, 1891.
Feb.

"
"
"

"
"
"

Total
etg.
Various

$68 00
10 00
73158
3.118848
391 (Kl
£4.287 06

General Account, February

29, 1892.

Divisions
Furniture (cost)

£403
504
155
2,538

Cash on hand
Supplies (Inventory)

96
50
34
69

£3,604 49

Total1

and not

LtabUMa:

Various Divisions
Maj. A. P. Davis
w. S. Oberdorf

£12
449
337
2.805

Surplus

58
10
50
81

£3,604 49

Total

John

V. B.

Clarkson,

^>Harfer»iasfer General.

The next General Order will contain the Ajutant General's Consolidated Re
port for the quarter ending December 81, 1891, and all Division Commanders who
have not yet forwarded reports for that quarter will do so at once.
5.
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6. The attention of Division Commanders is called to the failure of the Adju
tants of some Divisions to send Division Orders to these headquarters. Division
Commanders must also notify these headquarters at once of the revocation of
Charters or the disbandment of Camps, giving name, number, and location.
7. Division Encampments will be held as follows: South Dakota, March 15. 16.
and 17. at Mitchell; Montana, April 18 and 19, at Helena: California, April 20, at
Fresno.
Division Commanders should, in all cases, notify these headquarters of the time
and place of holding their Encampments.
8. The Charters of the following Camps have been revoked : Illinois — 27, 28. 29.
35, 96, 116, 119, 127, 12!). 133, 149, 153. 154, 158. 159, 161, 162, 163. 164, 165, 168. 169.
171, 176. 177, 180, 182, 193, 194, 196. 198, 204, 208, 210, 212, 214. 215, 219, 220, 222.
223, 225, 228, 231. 234. 237, 241, 243, 249, 252, 253, 258. 264, 265, 269, 272, 273. 283,

290, 293, 297, 300, 307, 308, 318. 319, 324. 338, 340. Minnesota — 42.
New York — 3.
16, 38, 65, 68, 70, 71, 78, 79, 82, 85, 89, 99, 122, 123, 149.
Many of these Camps have
been out of existence for some time, and their Charters have been officially revoked
for the purpose of clearing the Division records.
9. Upon the recommendation of the Commander of the Washington Division,
the Charter of Camp No. 11 is declared forfeited.
The Division Commander will at
once take possession of the Charter and of the property of the Order in possession
of the officers of said Camp.
10. Walter S. Tarbell, South Lyndeboro,
N. H., has been elected and installed
Junion Vice-Commander of the Division of New Hampshire, vice Charles A. Stephens,

resigned.
11. The resignations of James U. Sanders, of Montana, and Louis L. Drake, of
New Jersey, as members of the National Press Committee, have been received and
accepted, and the following appointments upon said Committee are hereby an
nounced: Montana, James B. Walker, Helena; New Jersey, J. A. Yard, Freehold;
Tennessee, Harry L. Veazy, Harriman.
12. The proceedings, findings and sentence
of the court-martial of Geo. F.
Judd, of Camp No. 60. Division of New York, have been received.
This brother
was charged with divulging the unwritten work of the Order, was found guilty, and
sentenced to be dishonorably discharged.
The prceedings, findings and sentence
have been approved, and the Commander of the New York Division has been in
structed to carry the sentence into effect.
13. The proceedings, findings and sentence of the courts-martial
of A. B. Cor
son, of ( 'amp No. 8. and William Shannon, of Camp No. 20, Division of Pensylvania have been received, and the findings and sentences of dishonorable discharge
from the Order have been approved, and the Commander of the Pennsylvania Di
vision has been instructed to carry the sentences into effect.
14. The proceedings, findings and sentence of the court-martial of W. H. Shuler,
of Camp No. 44. Division of Pennsylvania have been received.
This brother, who
Commander,
was Quartermaster Sergeant of his Camp and Junior Vice-Division
was charged with conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to the Order, and
with misappropriating
funds of his Camp. He pleaded guilty, and was sentenced
to be dishonorably discharged. The proceedings, findings and sentence have been
approved, and the Commander of the Pennsylvania Division has been instructed to
carry the sentence into effect.
15. Division Commanders have been elected and installed as follows : Arkansas,
Lewis E. Finney, Huntington; Connecticut, A. E. Chandler, Norwich; Kansas, F. A.
Agnew, Newton; New Jersey, Louis L. Drake, Elizabeth; Rhode Island, Thomas M.
Sweetland, Pawtucket.
16. Junior Vice-Commander
W. H. Shuler, Division of Pennsylvania, having
been dishonorably discharged from the Order, the Commander of the Pennsylvania
Division is instructed to convene the Division Council for the purpose of filling the
vacancy thereby created.
17. Information
has been received at these headquarters, that a person giving
the name of Win. Selfridge is traveling in Oregon and Washington, and represent
ing himself as a member of J. F. Miller Camp No. 3, of San Francisco, Cal. He is
not entitled to recognition, as the rolls of the Division contain no such name.
By order of Baetow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Raphael Tobias, Adjutant Oeneral.
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General Orders, No. 3.
New York, April 16, 1892.
1. The attention of commanding officers is called to the proper observance of
Memorial Day, which is one of the avowed objects of our Order, and it is the spe
cial privilege and doty of every member to assist in honoring the memory of our
heroic dead.
Their noble patriotism and self-sacrificing devotion have preserved to as our
Let every
united country, and we can never repay to them our debt of gratitude.
brother unite with the comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic and the mem
bers of our auxiliary organizations in the ceremonies of that day, and show that we
live up to our principles and are entitled to have confided to us the sacred trusts
which we have declared to be the objects of our Order.
Division Commanders are hereby directed to call attention to this subject in
their next orders, and to begin immediately to make preparations for the proper
observance of the day. They will also see that all Division Chaplains forward to
the Chaplain-in-Chief, as soon as possible, the consolidated reports of their respect
ive Divisions, so that the same may be prepared for presentation to the Commandery-in-Chief.
2. The circular letter issued last year by Commander-in-Chief Webb soliciting
contributions to assist the Department of Georgia, Grand Army of the Republic, to
decorate the graves of the unknown Union dead, 45,000 of whom lie buried in that
Department, received a most gratifying response, and once more the opportunity is
offered of assisting them in the proper observance of Memorial Day. Divisions
and Camps are requested to subscribe as liberally as their means will allow, sending
their contributions to Department Commander Thomas P. Gleason, Savannah, Ga.,
and notifying the Adjutant General of the amount contributed, so that a proper
record may be made at these headquarters.
3. By order of the Council-in-Chief, the eleventh annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief will be held at Helena, Mont., commencing August 8, at 8 o'clock
p. m., and the Council-in-Chief will meet at the same place at 10 o'clock the same day.
4. The Committee on Transportation, heretofore appointed, have already begun
their work, and feel quite certain of being able to obtain a rate of one fare for the
round trip, and it is hoped that special efforts will be made by every Division to
send a full representation. The brothers in the East will certainly never have an
opportunity to take such a trip under more favorable auspices, or upon more favor
able terms.
The committee having charge of the arrangements at Helena are making every
In order to have a suitable hall for
effort to insure the sucoess of the Enoampment.
our Encampment, a building is now being erected which, when completed, will cost
$25,000.

5. Division Encampments will be held as follows: Alabama and Tennessee, April
27 and 28. at Harriman. Tenn.; West Virginia, April 27 and 28. at New Martinsville;
Oregon, May 10, at Portland; Missouri, May 17 and 18, at Carthage; Massachusetts,
June 2 and 3, at Milford; New Hampshire, June 7 and 8, at Plymouth; Pennsylvania,
June 8, 9, and 10, at Easton; Minnesota, June 14 and 15, at Worthington; Nebraska,
June 14 and 15, at David City; New York, June 14, 15, 16. and 17, at Amsterdam;
Attention is called to the necessity of advising
Washington, June 15, at Hoquiam.
these headquarters of the dates of the Division Encampments, and Division Com
manders should forward rosters of their Divisions for the current year as soon as

possible.
is being prepared by the Adjutant
6. A new roster of the Commandery-in-Chief
General, and Division Commanders will forward at once a complete list from the
organization of their respective Divisions of all elective and appointive officers who
have served a full term, or, having been elected to fill a vacancy, have served to the
end of the term, giving dates of service.
7. Division Commanders are urged to impress upon their Adjutants the neces
sity of giving immediate attention to the inquiry blanks which have been sent to
their headquarters for the records of the Camps iu their respective Divisions, as the
information is necessary for the new records which are being prepared by the Adju
tant General. The time is short for the completion of this work, and Division Ad
jutants should at once forward such information as they may be possessed of, and
forward the additional information as soon as received.
One of the purposes of the
new records is to close up the ranks of the various Divisions, and Division Com
manders, when approving an application for Charter, should assign to the new Camp
the lowest vacant number.
Division Commanders should also see that Camps whose
applications have been approved are mustered without delay.
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Upon the recommendation of the Inspector General, C. F. Butler, Newburg,
is appointed Assistant Inspector General, Dice S. H. Griffith, to inspect the
headquarters of the Oregon Division.
!). The resignation of Frank McCrillis as a member of the National Press Com
mittee having been received and accepted, upon the recommendation of the Com
mander of the Illinois Division, H. E. Gerry, of Chicago, 111., is appointed a member
of said committee.
10. The resignation of Clinton L. Myers, a member of the Division Council of
the Division of Missouri, having been received and accepted, the Commander of that
Division is instructed to convene the Division Council at such time as he deems best
for the interests of the Division, for the purpose of filling the vacancy thereby cre
8.

Ore.,

ated.

11. The issuance of General Orders has been again delayed by the failure of the
The Adjutant
officers of certain Divisions to forward their consolidated reports.
General has not been able until to-day to complete hia consolidated report for the
Division Commanders
quarter ending December 31. 1891, which is herewith issued.
must insist upon the consolidated reports being forwarded by their Adjutant and
Quartermaster within the time limited by the Constitution.
12. The attention of Division Commanders is called to section 5, article IV, chap
ter V, of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, which provides that all Camps
that have failed for one year to make their quarterly reports and pay their per capita
tax shall be considered disbanded; and Division Commanders will hereafter comply
with the provisions of that section, and revoke the Charters of all such Camps, and
notify these headquarters by special letter of such action.
13. Upon the recommendation of the Commanders of their respective Divisions,
the Charters of the following Camps are herebv annulled and declared forfeited:
Iowa, Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 10, 12, IB, 22, 26. 33, 41. 42, 48, 44, 46, 47. 51, 52. 55, 56, 57. 59.
60, 62, 64, 68, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 78, 79, 80, 81,. 82, 84, 85, 86, 88, 89, 90. 92, 98,
94. 97, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 105, 108, 110, 111, 112, 114, 117, 121, 122. 124. 128, 129,
130. 131, 133, 134, 138, 140, 142, 143, 145, 146. 147, 148, 155. 160, 166, 167, 168. 169,
New York. No. 25.
170, 172. 175, 177, 183, 192, 196, 198, 201, 205, 217, 218, 220.
14. The proceedings, finding and sentence in the court-martial of Leon A. Bumpus,
of Camp No. 20, Division of Vermont, who was charged with conduct unbecom
ing a member in his relation to the Order, and who was found guilty and sentenced
to be dishonorably discharged, have been received and approved, and the Com
mander of the Division of Vermont has been instructed to carry the sentence into
effect.
15. The proceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of C. A. Waite,
of Camp No. 65. Division of Massachusetts, who was charged with the commission
of a scandalous crime against the laws of the land, and with obtaining money from
He was found
brothers of the Order under false pretenses, have been received.
guilty and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged, and the proceedings, findings
and sentence have been approved, and the Commander of the Division of Massa
chusetts has been instructed to carry the sentence into effect.
16. Paragraph 9, of General Orders No. 2, declaring the forfeiture of the Charter
of Camp No. 11. Division of Washington, S. V., I). S. A., is hereby annulled, and the
Charter of said Camp left in full force and effect ; the Commander of the Washing
ton Division having withdrawn his request for the forfeiture of said Charter the day
that said General Order was issued, but tpo late to make t he correction.
17. The attention of Division Commanders is again called to paragraph 3, Gen
eral Orders, No. 1. This information must be furnished at once, and Division Com
manders must: also see that all Camps are supplied with proper blanks and that the
reports of the Division Surgeon and Division Chaplain are forwarded promptly to
the proper officers of the Commandery-in-Chief.
18. D. L. Printup, of Britton, S. Dak., has been elected and installed Commander
of the Division of South Dakota.
19. Requests having been made for dispensations to hold Division
Encamp

ments later than July 10, attention is called to chapter III, article III, section 1, and
ohapter V, article IX, Constitution, Rules and Regulations, which fix the time for
holding Division Encampments and limit the power of commanding officers to
grant dispensations.
These provisions of the Constitution cannot be modified or
disregarded, and there is, therefore, no power or authority for holding Division En
campments later than July 10.
By order of Bahdtow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Raphael Tobias, Adjutant General.
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General Orders, No. 4.
New York, May 14, 1892.
1. Once more the attention of members
of the Order is called to the duty of
All
honoring the memory of those who fought for the preservation of our Union.
of the brothers should assist in the proper observance of Memorial Day.
On that day the thoughts of all the people of this great country will be concen
trated upon the heroic deeds of our patriotic fathers, who gave to this country a
new birth of freedom; and these thoughts will And expression in the honors paid to
the old soldiers who are still with us, and the flowers strewn upon the final resting
places of those who have responded to the last reveille.
We should not fail in showing our appreciation of the priceless heritage pre
served to ns by their sacrifices, but should prove to the people of this great coun
try that we are worthy of onr noble sires, and that within our breasts beat hearts as
loyal as theirs, and throbbing with the same patriotic love for our glorious Union.
2. Division Commanders have been elected and installed aB follows:
Alabama
and Tennessee. W. D. Good, Greenville; Montana, W. J. Jameson, Butte; West Vir
ginia, E. D. Sylvis, Wheeling.
3. Division Encampments will be held as follows: Colorado, July 4, 5, and 6, at
Pueblo; Indiana, July 6, 7, and 8, at Fort Wayne; Iowa, May 18 and 19, at Waterloo;
Illinois, June 20, at Bushnell; Maine, June 8 and 9, at Belfast; Maryland, June 14
and 15, at Frederick; Michigan, June 7 and 8, at Battle Creek; Minnesota, June 21
and 22, at Worthington (date changed); Vermont, July 6 and 7, at Brandon; Wis
consin, June 21, 22, and 23, at Oshkosh.
4. Commanders of Divisions
will see that their Adjutants forward "Ritual Re
vises" to these headquarters, in accordance with instructions contained in General
Orders, No. 9, series of 1891, so that the Committee on Ritual may properly prepare
their report for presentation to the Eleventh Annual Encampment, to be held at
Helena, Mont.
5. The following Camps have voluntarily surrendered their Charters: Iowa — No.
30. at Chariton: No. 150, at Oakland; No. 222, at Grant; No. 233, at Correctionville.
Kansas — No. 59, at Sabetha; No. 171, at Centralia.
Illinois — No. 115, at Canton:
No. 368, at Viola.
6. The Charters of the following Camps have been revoked for failure to make
reports and pay per capita tax: Colorado — Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 10, of Colorado; Nos.
I, 3, and 4, of Wyoming: No. 1, of Arizona: No. 1, of New Mexico. Iowa — Nos.7,8,
II. 14, 15, 20, 29, 38. 39, 69, 95, 123, 125, 186, 151, 178. 181. 190, 193, 208, 209, 215. Kan
sas — No. 4. New York — Nos. 10, 144, 174,176, 179.
Pennsylvania - Nos. 47, 59, 62,
74, 121, 137, 147, 222. 230, 259, 264, 274.
Many of these Camps have been virtually out
of existence for a long time, and their Charters art now formally revoked to enable
Division Commanders to fill in the old numbers, and that the new records now being
prepared by the Adjutant General may represent the actual condition of the Order.
7. Upon the recommendation of the Commander of the Maryland Division. Bro.
V. A. Unbbard, 1006 H street, northeast, Washington, D. C, is appointed a member
of the National Press Committee.
8. The proceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of J. L. Van Tine,
of Camp No. 239, Division of Pennsylvania, who was charged with unlawful appro
priation of funds of his Camp and conduct unbecoming a member, in retaining
moneys intrusted to his care to be paid to the Quartermaster Sergeant of the Cnmp,
and who was found guilty and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged and dis
missed from the Order, have been received and approved, and the Commander of
the Division of Pennsylvania has been instructed to carry the sentence into effect.
9. .The next annual encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic will be held
in September, and the Sons of Veterans in the Maryland Division have organized a
committee for the reception and entertainment of brothers of our Order who may
visit that city during the encampment. Ample accommodations will be provided
for the accommodation of visiting brothers, and full information may be obtained
by addressing Charles S. Davis, Secretary Sons of Veterans' Entertainment Commit
tee, 718 F street, northeast, Washington, D. C.
By order of Bartow S. Weeks. Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Raphael Tobias, Adjutant General.
Orders, No. 5.
New Yoek. June 6, 1892.
A rate of one fare for the round trip has been granted for the National En
campment, to be held at Montana, beginning August 8, 1892, by the Trans-Missouri
and Western Passenger Associations, tickets to be sold August 8 to 10 inclusive, final
limit October 20; transit limit, 20 days in each direction.
General
1.
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The Committee on Transportation, and especially the chairman thereof, has been
very actively at work, and it is confidently expected that a similar rate will be ob
tained from the other traffic associations.
Tickets may be procured so as to go and return by different routes, and special
arrangements will be made for trips to the Yellowstone Park and to the Pacific coast,
and it is hoped that a very large number will avail themselves of this opportunity of
becoming more familiar with the extent and wonderful resources of the great country
whose unity our fathers struggled to preserve.
Representatives and brothers desiring to attend should communicate early with
the member of the transportation committee nearest them, and proceed to make up

parties.
Ab soon as final arrangements are affected with the Central Traffic, Trunk Lines
and Trans-Continental Associations, a oircular will be issued giving full information
as to the route to be taken by the Commander-in-Chief and party, and all members
are urged to secure their transportation so as to join the official train en route.
2. The resignation of William H. Pierpont, of Connecticut, as a member of the
National Press Committee, has been received and accepted, and George E. Coman,
of Danielsonville, is hereby appointed to fill the vaoancy thereby created.
3. Commanders of Divisions are again urged to see that their Adjutants forward
the inquiry blanks for the new records of the Adjutant General, and also the list of
all elective and appointive officers of their respective Divisions, as required by para
graph 6, General Orders. No. 3.
4. The attention of Division Commanders is called to section 3. article II, chap
ter V, Constitution. Rules and Regulations, and all reports and per capita tax for
the quarter ending June 30, 1892, must be forwarded so as to reach these headqnar
ters not later than July 25. 1892. as no Division will be entitled to representation at
the National Encampment unless this requirement is complied with.
5. Division Commanders have been elected and installed as follows: California.
Thomas A. Gilbert, Fresno; Iowa, Lewis A. Dilley, Davenport; Missouri, E. W. Ray
mond, 904 Olive street, St. Louis; Oregon, C. E. Drake, Portland.
6. Division
Encampments will be held as follows: Kentucky, June 21, at New
port; Ohio, July 5 to 8, at Chillicothe.
Constitution,
7. In accordance with the provisions of the Commandery-in-Chief
the following report of the Quartermaster General of the receipts and expenditures
for the quarter ending May 31, 1892, and of the financial condition of the Order on
that date, is hereby rendered:
Receipts and Expenditures
Cash on hand March 1, 1892
''
received for Charter fees
•• per
capita tax
supplies

"

for Three

Months Ending Mat 31. 1893.

"

■
•

-

Total
Paid general expenses

Office expenses
• General orders
National Press Committee
Salaries
S. V. Guards
Supplies ( Including cost of shipment )
Miscellaneous
l Including refund to various Divisions for overpayments)

Total

Cash on hand
Supplies on hand, as per inventory, 13,486.68.

Profit

''
'•

"

''

"
"
"

31,18112.
31. 1892.
31, 1892.
31,1892.
31, 1892.
31, 1892.
31. 1892.
31,1892.

''

S
S

« US 1(
3,96b
10 21

_

W •686 9t»

Dr.

S. V. Guards

"salaries
"

"
"
"

16S
108
56 ™J
0(1
l,12o Ml

S628 37

"Pennsylvania'
'•

88
38

and Loss Account, May 31, 1892.

April 20. 1892. To Alabama and Tennessee
May 31,18112. " Missouri*

"

ri"
476 f*
2,016 4*
07

Press Committee
office expenses
general expenses
General Orders
balance (.profit)

Total
•Ordered canceled by Ninth Annual Encampment,

K

25
34 '5
97 03
176 45
1.145 Ml
56 00
168 08
8137
108 69
862 94
»2,710 41

held at St. Joseph, Mo., August 26, 1890.
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Cr.

May 31, 1892. By New Hampshire
••
■■•
••

81,
31,
31,
31,

1892.
1882.
1892.
1892.

*0 08
10
435 91
1,992 32
282 00

''
Massachusetts
'■
supplies
per capita tax
Charter fees

"
"

Total

*2,710 41

Gknebal

Account,

May 31, 1892.

Various Divisions
Furniture f cost)

Cash on hand
Supplies (inventory)

•

$266
504
628
3,435

98
50
37
53

«,835 38

Total
Liabilities.
Various Divisions
Major A. P. Davis
Surplus

w w

1,160 70
3.668 25

Total

»4,836 38

John

V. B. Clakhhon, Quartermaster

General.

8. After July 31, 1892, no requisitions for supplies will be filled from these headqnarters, and Division Commanders will therefore instruct their Quartermasters to
order a sufficient amount of supplies prior to that date to last their respective Di
visions until the next Quartermaster General is prepared to fill requisitions, which
■will be probably September 15, 1892.
9. The Charters of the following Camps have been revoked for failure to make
reports and pay per capita tax: Arkansas, Nos. 1. 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 14, 15, and 23,
of Arkansas; Nos. 2, 5, and 7. of Texas: Indiana. Nos. 15, 26, 152.
10. The new password and countersign is herewith promulgated, and will be
distributed by the respective Division Commanders to all Camps entitled to receive
the same.
11. Information has been received
at these headquarters that a person named
Lou R. Denis has been imposing upon the brothers in the Northwest, representing
himself to be a member of Geo. A. Custer Camp. No. 8, of Omaha, Neb. He is no
longer connected with the Order, and is not entitled to any of the privileges.
By order of Babtow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Raphael Tobias, Adjutant General.

New York, July 12, 1892.
General Orders, No. 6._
1. A rate of one fare for the round trip to the eleventh
annual meeting of the
Commandery-in-Chief has now been secured from all the traffic associations except
the New England, and Circular Letter No. 3, which was issued June 29, 1892, gives
full information.
Special arrangements for brothers in the New England States have been made
by Bro. A. W. Batchelder, Salem, Mass., and Bro. C. D. Rooney, 243 Washington st.,
Boston, Mass., who will give full particulars upon application.
The Committee on Transportation have labored unceasingly to obtain this rate,
and are entitled to the thanks of the entire Order. Special commendation is due to
Bro. Russell B. Harrison, chairman of said committee, and to Bro. Frank McCrillis,
and I take this opportunity of making suitable recognition of their efforts.
2. The official train carrying the headquarters officials to Helena will leave New
York August 3, at 6:30 p. m., on the Pennsylvania Railroad; leave Philadelphia August
3, 9:20 p.m.; leave Harrisburg, Pa., 12:25 a.m. August 4; leave Pittsburg 7:10 a.m.
August 4; arrive in Chicago 9:30 p. m. August 4; leave Chicago August 4, 10:30 p. M.,
via the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad; arrive in Council Bluffs 1:12 p. m. August
5; leave Council Bluffs August 5, 2:00 p. m., via the Union Pacific Railroad, on the
"Overland Flyer"'; leave Columbus, Neb., at 5:05 p.m. August 5; leave Grand Island,
Neb., 6:55 p. m. August 5; leave Cheyenne, Wyo., 6:10 a. m. August 6; arrive in Pocatello, Idaho, 3:05 a. m. August 7; arrive at Helena 6:20 p. m. August 7.
It is earnestly hoped that every brother attending the Encampment will make
his arrangements to join this train.
It is recommended that arrangements be made so as to return by a different
route from that selected for the outward trip.
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3. The attention of Division Commanders is again called to section 3, article II'
chapter V, C. R. & R., and all reports and per capita tax for the quarter ending
June 30, 1892, must be forwarded so as to reach these headquarters not later than
July 25, as no Division will be entitled to representation at the National Encamp
ment unless this requirement is complied with.
4. These headquarters will be closed on July 81, 1892, and no requisitions
for
supplies will be filled unless received prior to that date.
5. Since last General Orders, Division Commanders have been elected and in
stalled as follows:
Colorado,
.
Illinois. Edward A. Wells, Murphysboro.
Indiana,
.
Kentucky, W. R. Heflin, Maysville.
Maine, F. E. Fairfield, Augusta.
Maryland. Robert W. Wilson, 416 East Baltimore street, Baltimore.
Massachusetts, Walter H. DelaDO, Canton.
Michigan, Frank M. Gier, Hillsdale.
Minnesota, Francis G. Drew, room 30, 323 Nicollet avenue, Minneapolis.
Nebraska, P. A. Barrows. St. Edward.
New Hampshire, Frank C. Smith, Lebanon.
New York, W. S. Oberdorf, DansviUe.
Ohio,
.
Pennsylvania, Walter E. Smith, Allentown.
—•
Vermont, ■
.
Washington, Harry Rosenhaupt, Spokane.
Wisconsin, R. L. McCormick, Hayward.
6. The Charters of the following Camps have been surrendered: Vermont. Nos.
13, 47, and S3.
The Charters of the following Camps, in pursuance of the policy of
clearing up Division records, many of them having been long out of existence, have
been revoked for failure to make reports and pay per capita tax: Nebraska. Nos. 5.
10, 15, 40. 55. 92. 94. 98, 101, 113, 123, and 127: South Dakota. Nos. 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10. 12.
13, 15, 17, 18. 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 31, 34, 35, 36, 38, 39, 41, 42, 43, 46, 50, and 56:
Washington, Nos. 3, 8, 12. 14, 18, and 25.
7. At the request of the Commander of the New York Division, so much of para
graph 13, General Orders, No. 3, April 16. 1892, as declared the Charter of Camp No.
25 of the New York Division to be forfeited, is hereby annulled, and the Charter of
said Camp left in full force and effect.
8. In response to the request contained in paragraph 2, General Orders. No. 3,
April 16, 1892, the Commander of the Department of Georgia. Grand Army of the
Republic, has notified me of the receipt by him of $63.51.
By order of Babtow S. Week* Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Raphael Tobias. Adjutant General.

New Y'okk, August 1, 1892.
General Orders, Aro. ~.
1. Sinco last General Orders, the certificates of election of the following Division
Commanders have been received: Colorado, A. L. Fugard, Pueblo; Indiana. Newton
J. McGuire, Rising Sun; Ohio, Filmore Musser. Portsmouth; Vermont, Frank L.
Green, St. Albans.
2. The Charter of Camp No. 10. Division of Montana, has been surrendered.
The
Charters of the following Camps have been revoked, upon the recommendation of
the respective Division Commanders: Alabama and Tennessee, Nos. 16. 17, 19, 21,
22, 30; Michigan, Nos. 11, 89, 80. 89, 92, 94, 95. 97, 101. 102, 114, 123, 125, 130, 134,
137, 143. 147, 148, 149, 154, 158, 161, 171, 172, 174, 177, 181, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 206,
208, 210, 211, 214, 219, and 220; Montana, No. 1, of Utah.

3. The proceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of H. D. Parsons,
of Camp No. 1, of Louisiana, Division of Alabama and Tennessee, who was charged
with conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to the Order, being intoxicated
in the Camp room during meeting, throwing his badge into the street, etc.; and the
proceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of E. T. Beltz, of Camp No.
of Camp funds; and
2. Division of Colorado, who was charged wit h misappropriation
the proceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of Gideon Drake, of
Camp No. 10. Division of Michigan, who was charged with embezzlement of Camp
funds, have been received.
These brothers were each found guilty, and sentenced
to be dishonorably discharged and dismissed from the Order. The proceedings,
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findings and sentences were approved in each case, and the Commanders of the re
spective Divisions have been instructed to carry the sentences into effect.
4. The resignation of Division Commander W. J. Jameson, Division of Montana,
having been tendered and accepted, Senior Vice Division Commander George F.
Dougherty was ordered to assume command, and convene the Division Council to
fill the vacancy thereby created.
5. The additional time granted by the new Constitution within which to forward
Division Adjutants' Consolidated Reports seems to have had no effect except to
render those oflioers less prompt in forwarding their reports. The Adjutant Gen
eral, owing to delays of Division officers, has been unable until to-day to prepare
his consolidated report for the quarter ending March 31, 1892, which is herewith
issued.
By order of Babtow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Raphael Tobias, Adjutant General.

CIRCULAR
Circular Letter, No. 1.
As announced in General Orders, No.

LETTERS.

New Yobk, October 12, 1891.
of the Commander-in-Chief, there has
been established in the Order of the Sons of Veterans a military rank, to be known
as the Sons of Veterans' Guards; and in order that all brothers may be informed so
far as possible at the present time in regard to the organization, it has been deemed
advisable that a circular letter should be prepared and issued through the Commadery-in-Chief to the Order at large.
Your attention is called to the fact that our Order has been in the past a semimilitary organization.
We have had military titles and uniforms, but not military
This fact has placed us in a false light before the peo
organization or discipline.
ple of the country, and has in many instances prevented good men from joining our
ranks. In the separation of the military from the civic portion, it must not be for
gotten that we have taken nothing away from the Order of the Sons of Veterans, nor
have we created any conflict of authority, but have added to it a feature that will
commend itself to many, and will increase its membership. The foundation stone
of the whole structure, on which rests both the civic or semi-military and the mili
tary branches, is the camp organization, and through the Camps alone can we build
up the Order; therefore the qualification necessary for a military rank is member
ship in a Camp of the Sons of Veterans.
As heretofore, all business of the Order, all increase of membership, all legisla
tion for its benefit, and, in fact, everything pertaining to the general welfare of the
Order, must be done by the civic bodies, and only that portion of the work which is
strictly military in its character will be performed by the military rank. We thus
provide for an organization strictly military from its foundation, which will give
those of our.brothers who wish to enter upon that class of work an opportunity of
so doing without in any degree interfering with or detracting from the Order of the
Sons of Veterans.
For the information of brothers desiring to organize Companies of the Sons of
Veterans' Guards, the following instructions and information are given: Any brother
wishing to organize a company should write to the Commandant, Geo. H. Hurlbut,
Belvidere, 111., stating such faot, and asking that a blank application be sent him.
Upon the receipt of such application, together with a letter of instruction from the
Commandant, he can at once take the necessary steps for the formation of a Com
pany under the requirements of the rules and regulations of the military rank, which
are as follows:
A Company shall consist of not less than 21 nor more than 55 members of the Or
der of the Sons of Veterans in good standing, who shall sign such application, setting
forth their desire to become members of the Sons of Veterans' Guards. The appli
cation must then be returned to the Commandant with a muster fee of $6, and if
approved by him and the Commander-in-Chief, an officer will be detailed to muster
in the Company.
It is not necessary that all the members of the Company should be members of
the same Camp of Sons of Veterans, but they must all be members of the Division
in which the Company is located.
Before a Company can be mustered into the Sons of Veteans' Guards, at least 21
members must be uniformed in accordance with the rules and regulations of the
military rank, viz.: Dark blue blouse, light blue trousers, fatigue cap (same as now
7,
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used by the Order of the Sons of Veterans, except that the letters S. V. and the
wreath as now worn are done away with, and a new design which is now being pre
pared for the front of the cap substituted i ; the shoulder-straps, chevrons and stripes
to be the same as those now in use by the United States army.
The Company must also be armed and equipped as follows: A breech-loading
rifle and bayonet, a belt, cartridge-box, and bayonet scabbard. If organized as
Carbines to be provided for
cavalry or artillery, they shall have sabers and belts.

,
later.
The military organization of the Sons of Veterans' Guards will be in strict con
formity with the regulations of the United States army, taking the Company forma
tion as a basis; and the rules and regulations which are now in preparation will
provide that whenever there shall be 10 Companies organized in any Division of the
Sons of Veterans they may be formed into a Regiment, and when two or more
Regiments shall be formed in any one Division they may constitute a Brigade. The
details of the formation of Regiments and Brigades, as well as the rules and regula
tions of the military rank, will be published later, it being deemed advisable at the
present time to give information necessary for Company formation only.
By order of Bartow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.
Raphael
Tobiab,
Official:
Adjutant General.

Circular Letter, No. 3.
New Yobk, June 29, 1892.
The Eleventh Annual Encampment of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., will be held
at Helena, Mont., August 8 to 13, inclusive.
The Committee on Transportation re
port that they have secured a one-fare round-trip rate from the Trunk Lines Asso
ciation, Central Traffic Association, Western Passenger Association, Trans-Missouri
Association, and the Trans-Continental Association.
The Trunk Lines have made
the following arrangements:
A rate of one fare for the round trip: tickets to be sold August 3 and 4; transit
limit, 20 days in each direction: flnal limit, September 15. Tickets to be sold at all
association points. No stop-over allowed in Trunk Lines or Central Traffic terri
tory. The Trunk Lines Association embraces the territory between Albany, New
York, Philadelphia and Washington on the east, Buffalo, Pittsburg and Parkersburg
on the west.
The Central Traffic Association has granted a rate of one fare for the round trip:
tickets to be sold August 3 and 4; transit limit. 20 days in each direction; final
limit, September 15. No stop-over allowed in Central Traffic territory.
The Cen
tral Traffic Association embraces the territory between Buffalo, Pittsburg and Park
ersburg on the east, and Chicago and St. Louis on the west.
The Western Passenger Association has granted a rate of one fare for the round
trip; tickets to be sold August 4 to 10. inclusive; transit limit, 20 days in each di
rection; final limit, October 10. The Western Passenger Association embraces the
territory between Chicago and St. Louis on the east, and St. Paul, Council Bluffs
and Kansas City on the west.
The Trans-Missouri Association has granted a rate of one fare for the round trip;
tickets to be sold August 4 to 10, inclusive; transit limit, 20 days in each direction:
final limit, October 10. The Trans-Missouri Association embraces the territory be
tween St. Paul, Council BlufCs and Kansas City on the east, and Helena and Ogden
on the west.

The Trans-Continental

Association has granted a rate of one fare for the round
coast points to Helena and return, good for continuous passage,
going and returning same route: tickets to be sold August 5 to 8, inclusive; final
limit, August 25.
All tickets which apply to roads in the Western Passenger and Trans-Missouri
territories can be purchased going one route and returning another.
Those portions of tickets applying on Trunk Lines and Central Traffic territory
and Pacific const points are good going and returning on the same route; that is, a
person living in Central Traffic or Trunk Lines territory, or on the Pacific coast,
must purchase a ticket which is routed so that it will apply in Central Traffic and
Trunk Lines territory, on the same road both going and returning, and in Western
Passenger and Trans-Missouri territory, on one road going and another returning,
if desired.
The Commander-in-Chief will leave New York August 3, at 6:30 r. M., on the
Pennsylvania Railroad; leave Philadelphia August 3, 9:20 p. m.; leave Harrisburg,

trip from all Pacific
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Pa.,

12:25 a. m. August 4; leave Pittsburg 7:10 a. m. August 4; arrive in Chicago 9:30
August 4; leave Chicago August 4, 10:30 p. m., via the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad; arrive in Council Bluffs 1:22 p. m. August 5; leave Council Bluffs August 5.
2:00 p.m., via the Union Pacific Railroad, on the "Overland Flyer"; leave Columbus,
Neb., at 5:05 p. m. August 5; leave Grand Island, Neb., 6:55 p. m. August 5; leave
Cheyenne, Wyo., 6:10 a. m. August 6; arrive at Pocatello, Idaho, 3:05 a. m. August 7;
arrive at Helena 6:20 p. M. August 7.
All officers, delegates and others of the Sons of Veterans, TJ. 8. A., and members
of the Ladies' Aid Society, and Daughters of Veterans, and all friends who contem
plate attending the Eleventh Annual Encampment, are recommended to make their
arrangements through the members of the Transportation Committee.
Those living in the Divisions of Alabama and Tennessee, Arkansas, Florida, Ken
tucky, Missouri, Kansas, Colorado, and Oklahoma, through B. VV. Frauenthal, Union

p.

m.

Depot. St. Louis, Mo.
Those living within the Divisions of Wisconsin, Minnesota, South Dakota, and
Montana, through J. U. Sanders, Helena, Mont.
Those living within the Divisions of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Iowa, and
Nebraska, through Frank MoCrillis, room 94, 185 Dearborn st., Chicago, III.
Those living within the Divisions of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Mas
sachusetts, through Joseph B. Maccabe, East Boston, Mass.
Those living within the Divisions of Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York. New
Jersey, Pennsylvunia, Maryland, and West Virginia, will make their arrangements
through John V. B. Clarkson, Quartermaster General, 40 Broadway, New York city.
Those living within the Divisions of California, Oregon, and Washington, through
their respective Division Commanders.
The very favorable rates granted by the various railway associations, the unpar
alleled attractiveness of the trip to Helena and return, the open-handed hospitality
which the brothers of the Montana Division have offered to all visiting brothers,
and the magnificent preparations made by the citizens of Helena for the entertain
ment of all those attending this Encampment, give every assurance that the Elev
enth Annual Encampment will be the largest and most successful ever held by our
Order.
The Commander-in-Chief believes that every Division should be well repre
sented at this Encampment, which will be one of the most important that the Order
has ever held, and it is his earnest desire that every brother make a special effort to
attend. Communicate at once with the member of the Transportation Committee
for your section, and make your arrangements to join the official train.
By order of Babtow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Raphael Tobias, Adjutant General.

Circular

Letter, No. 4.
New Yobk, June 29, 1892.
The Eleventh Annual National Encampment of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., will
be held at Helena, Mont., August 8 to 13, 1892.
A special feature of the Encampment will be a grand prize drill contest, open to
all uniformed and armed Camps of the Order. Fifteen hundred dollars in prizes.
To the best drilled Company, a grand prize of $1,000 will be given; to the second
best drilled Company, $300 will be given; to the third best drilled Company, $200
will be given.
If more than five Companies compete, valuable special prizes will be offered by
the citizens of Helena. The same rules will govern the drill that were in force at the
Tenth Annual Encampment, at Minneapolis, except that all Companies will drill ac
cording to the new United States army regulations. Any Camp desirous of com
peting should correspond at once with Col. A. E. Yeazie, Helena, Mont., chairman
committee on drill.
Helena, Mont., June 29, 1892.
To Ihe Members of the Sons of Veterans of the Unitetl States of America:
Dear Sib and Brothku —At the Tenth Annual National Encampment of our Order, held in Min
neapolis In 1891. the high and distinguished
honor of entertaining the Eleventh Annual National En

campment was awarded to Helena.
We therefore take great pleasure In extending to you and your friends a most cordial invitation to
visit us, and assure you of a hearty welcome.
The citizens of Helena have responded most liberally to our efforts to provide for your entertain
ment.
An auditorium, with u seating capacity of 2,200, has been erected and furnished, at a cost of
950,000, U» meet the needs of a hall suitable for large gatherings.
A trip to our city will give the opportunity of a life-time to see the grandeur of the scenery of the
Ri»cky Mountains, and to visit nature's wonderland — the Yellowstone National Park.
A chance will be afforded to visit the great gold and >[lver mines of the State, and to witness the
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process of extracting precious metals from the depths of the earth and their treatment In the mills and
smelters.
Our city and vicinity abound in other attractions, such as the Broadway Natittorlum (the largest In
the world), a vust pool of warm and healing mineral waters, in area 350x150 feet; the Gale** of the
Mountains, a pass in the Rockies through which flows the mighty Missouri; the Gem Fields, where ru
bies, sapphires and other precious stones are found in lurge quantities; anil the mining of gold from
placers by hydraulic process.
The railroads of the United States have uniformly agreed upon a rate of one fare for the round
trip, allowing the holder of S. V. tickets 20 days coming and 20 days returning, with a total limit of 70
days.
Hoping you may make it convenient to attend, and anticipating the pleasure of meeting you all, wc
Fraternally yours,
remain,
William S. Votaw, Secretary.
By order of the Executive Committee.
PROGRAM.
August 8.— Morning: Session of the Council-ln-Chief. Afternoon: Public reception at
the Auditorium: first ses-ion of the Comniandery-in-Chlof. Evening: Ladles' reception at Hotel
Broadwater.
Afternon: Session of the
Tuesday, August 9.— Morning; Session of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Evening: Grand camp Are at Auditorium.
Commandery-in-Ohlef.
Afternoon: Grand pa
Wednesday, August 10.— Morning: Session of the Commandery-tn-Chief.
Evening: Mili
rade of Sons of Veterans, assisted by National Guard of Montana and civic societies.
>
tary band concert at Hotel Broadwater
0
Thursday, August 11.— Sessions of the Commandery-ln-Ghlef.
Friday, August 12. — Afternoon: Competitive military drill, for $1,500 in cash prizes at the State
Evening: Reception and grand military ball at the Auditorium.
fair grounds.
Saturday, August 13.— Excursions to various points of interest.
Monday, August 15.— Commander-in-Chief and party will leave for the Yellowstone National Park.
Monday,

Parties desiring accommodations reserved should notify Chas. R. Sanders, Helena,
Mont., chairman of Hotel Committee, specifying the rate they desire to pay, and
whether on the American or European plan.
By order of Babtow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Raphael Tobias, Adjutant General.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Adjutant General's report will be referred to the
proper committee.
Past Commander W. E. Bundt, of Ohio: Commander, it seems to me there are a
number of recommendations in these various reports that should go to different
committees.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The new Constitution provides that the Committee
on Officers' Reports is also a Committee on Distribution of Work, so that all reports
may be referred to the Committee on Officers' Reports, and that committee will dis
tribute the various recommendations to the proper committees.
The Quartermaster General's report is in order.
The Quartermaster General submitted and read the following report:
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GENERAL.
Sons of Veterans 1". S. A.,\
N. Y., August 1st, 1892. /

Headquarters Commander-in-Chief,

40 Broadway,

Barlow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief.
Sir— I have the honor to render my report of the conduct
master-General

tor the year ending August 1st, 1892:

ot the Department ot the Quarter

Report Supplemental to Quartermaster-General

Hazleton'B Report.

•Cash on hand as per report
Kecelved Irom Florida

$2,591 85
$3 00
142 04

Indiana
Missouri
Wisconsin
Kansas
Minnesota
Bhode Island
South Dakota

88 28
2 no

1

10 00

2 00
4 00
12 68
2 00

Kentucky
Table sold

1

Silver

2 00

Cross

7 75
$275 73
$2,867 58

Express and Postage
Drayage and Telegrams

Paid out

$7 25
8 85

Executive Council-in-Chief and Commitkees on Revis
ion of C. R. & R. and Ritual

1,819 86

Balance cash on hand

Receipts and Expenditures

$1,03162

from September

1st, 1891, to August 1st, 1892.

Cash received from General L. J. Webb
"
" for Charter Fees
"
" Per Capita Tax.
"
"
Supplies
" Andersonvllle Prison Fund, being amount of subscriptions
"
received by General Webb
Miscellaneous cash receipts

$1,031 62
852 00
8,341 30
11.744 77
43 50
4 25

Total receipts

$22,017 44
EXPENDITURES.

Debts of preceding administration :
MaJ. A. P. Davis
Past-Commander-ln-Chlef Geo. T.
Incurred in Consolidation
Ernest C. Kleb, Stenographer.
Wm. II. Wyker, traveling expenses

Brown,
(

$740 95

for expenses
Addlngton

\

\Court-martlal/

Expenses Tenth Annual Meeting In addition to those paid by
Quartermaster General Hazelton :
Committee of Arrangements
3.000 Proceedings
W. S. Garber, Stenographer
8. V. Guards
3,000 Trial Rituals

Carried forward

—6

134 12
834 00
22 00
$1,231 07

$328 30
873 40
420 45
1,622 15
294 85
126 50
$3,274 57

$22,017 44

ELEVENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

82

Brought forward
Traveling expenses of Commander-in-Chief :
1 o New Jersey Division Encampment
New York Division Encampment
Illinois and Wisconsin Division Encampments.
Dedication Soldiers Monument, Vtlca, N. V...,
Sons of Veterans Keunlon, Schenectady, N. Y..
Central N. Y. S. v. Association, Rochester, N. Y.

$3,27-457

$22,01744

$5 33
11 06
30 29
14 50
13 50
34 18
$87 73

Traveling Expenses of staff :
To Philadelphia, Pa
To New Jersey Division Encampment

$0 50
5 25
14 75
112 53

General Orders :

Printing
Postage and Envelopes.

80 07
4IX) S9

Salaries
National Press committee
General Expenses not otherwise classified :
Freight on headquarters from Topeka
New Record Books of Adjt. -General and QuartermasterGeneral
Gold Star for Commandcr-ln-Chlct
.■
Postage
Telegrams
Expressage
Stationery
Miscellaneous

8,000 IH3
00 15
$190 5S
1.S757
150 00
4 41
38 80
45 61
92 57
135 83
S31 It!

Office Expenses :
Carpet, Shades, Gas Fitting, Shelving, etc., for office.
Postage
Telegrams
Expressage
Stationery
Kent
Miscellaneous

$85 17
1ST 47
13 20
S5
131 39
199 99
12) 09
730 65

Supplies :
Badges and Decorations
Camp and Division supplies
Cost of Shipment, Expressage
Postage
Wrapping Paper, Twine, Cases, etc

$5,983 40
3,530 48
58145
34 37
68 84
10,176 44

Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief
Miscellaneous, including refund to various Divisions for overpayments..
Total expenditures

49 50
12 52
$18,659 01

Balance cash on hand

$3,358 43

Supplies on hand as per Inventory (cost)

$2,586 67

BEPOBT OF QUABTEBMASTEB
On September

QENEBAL.

otli, 1891, the financial condition of the commandei-y-tn-chlef was as follows :

General Account, Sept. 9tii,

1891.

Liabilities.

Assets.

Dk.

Alabama and Tennessee
Colorado
Florida.
Iowa.
Kansas.
Maine
Massachusetts
Minnesota
Missouri.
Montana.
New York
Ohio.
Oklahoma

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

12
23
93
48
72
32
16
28
100 98
12 85
35
10 69
18 00
97 03
2 00
18 41
1 05
1,031 62
$
7
12
6
3
4

Washington
West Virginia
Cash In hands of q. M. O. Hazelton
Supplies on hand (reported
to 10th An
nual Encampment at selling price,
- .2,124 07
8,783.681, cost price
Furniture (cost price)
504 50

Ck.

fl

Arkansas
Illinois
Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
New Hampshire

1
1
1
2
2

Oregon

South Dakota
6
Vermont.
Major A. P. Davis
7411
0;eo. T.
commander-in-Chief,
Past
Brown, Aect. consolidation commit
■
134
tee...
Ernest c. Kleb, Stenographer, Addlng334
ton Court-Martial
Committee of Arrangements 10th An
nual Encampment, appropriated by
328
Councll-ln-Chlet
Surplus
2.4°1

$3,115679

$3,93:; 7.)

Note.— The item in Gen. Hazelton's report as printed in the proceedings under "Property
on hand "— " Records on hand $471.50" is the cost of the various hooks of record of the Order,
which should have been charged to " general expenses :' when purchased and which cannot bo
considered us an asset, as they have no market value.

The financial condition of the Commandery-ln-Chlef

General Account, august
Assets.

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon
Rhode Island

Vermont
Washington
Furniture

Cash
Supplies

1st, 1S92.

Liabilities.

Dk.

1832.

July 31. Arkansas
Colorado
Florida
Indiana
Iowa
Kentucky
Maine
Michigan
Nebraska

on August 1st, 1892, Is as follows :

$17
76
12
130
1
8
6
18

1892.
31. Alabama and Tennessee

July

California

Illinois

Kansas
Minnesota
South Dakota
Wisconsin
MaJ. A. P. Davis
Andcrsonvllle Prison Fund
Surplus

Ch.

on
2 84
26
2 Ml
08
12 20
13
938 40
43 50
5,685 00
$

2

15
451
3,358
(inventoried at Cost). 2,580
$6,685 41

$6,685 «1
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The Profit and Loss Account from September

Profit

1st, 1891, to August 1st, 1892, Is as follows:

and Loss Account, September 1st, 1891, to August 1st, 1892.

Dr.

C'R.

asm.
Dec. 81. To Supplies, obsolete forms de
stroyed
1802.
Jan. 4. To Washington, for supplies

Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Apr.
May

"
July

paid for to former adminis
trations but not received —
31. To Supplies, obsolete forms de
stroyed
29. To Minnesota, error InAcc't,
former administrations
29. To Montana, errors In Acc't,
former administrations
20. To Ala. and Tenn
si. To Missouri. "
*
31. TO Pennsylvania,
81. To Supplies.
To Furniture
To S. V. Guards.
To Traveling Expenses.
To Salaries?.
To Oflice Expenses
To General Orders
To General Expenses.
To Press Committee
To Courts Martial
To ntli Annual Encampment.
To Balance (Profit)

189 15
75
2 70
28
11 90
10
34 <5
9708
8 54
50 46
294 85
112 58
3.000 00
748 79
400 89
2,275 l ,

canceled

nual report
Feb. 29. By Missouri, error In Q. M. G.
Hazelton's report
May 31. By New Hampshire
31. By Massachusetts
31. By Supplies
July 81. By Supplies (Profit)
81. By Per Capita Tax
31. By Charter Fees.

68 00
10 00
OS
10
11 55
1.302 50
8,257 08
874 00

60(5

22 00
49 50
3,283 18
$10,523 31

Ordered

1R91.
Sept. 30. By Supplies from Q. M. G.
Hazelton, no value given
and not Included In bis an

H0,523 31

by 9th Annual Encampment held at St. Joseph, Mo., August 26th, 1890.

Upon assuming office It was noticed that the system of accounts employed by the Quarter
master-General's Department was defective and no attempt had apparently ever been made to
ascertain whether or not t he supplies were handled at a profit. Believing that It Is the desire of the
Commandery-ln-Chlef that the financial department of the Order should be conducted in such a
manner that at any time its assets and liabilities can be readily ascertained, and In view of the
total Inadequacy of the bookkeeping system hitherto In vogue, and the Impossibility of discovering
errors without great expenditure of time and labor, It seemed advisable that a new system of ac
counts should be adopted by this office, thereby carrying out Eecommendatlon No. 2 of Quarter
master-General Hazelton.
The books of the Quartermaster-General In the past consisted of a Cash Book, and a book
which was called a Journal, but which was, In reality, an attempt at a Ledger.
Accounts have
been kept In the past with the several Divisions, but no expense accounts have ever been kept.
No accounts have been kept with Supplies, nor with the several printers, and In place of
*' Expense " accounts, there were lists of expenditures. As a natural result, the statements
Tendered by the Quartermaster-Generals have required. In order to ascertain the true financial
•condition of the Order, careful study and analysis, with great uncertainty as to the result.
This year a system of account s was adopted which Includes the following books : A Requisi
tion Hook, In which are copied all requisitions for supplies from the Divisions ; an Invoice Book, In
■which are entered all supplies received from all sources ; a ('ash Book, a Journal, a Ledger, and a
By means of these books every detail of the operation of the Quartermaster-Gen
Supply Ledger.
eral's department can be reviewed at any time. The system of account s Is that commonly known
as" double entry." Also, such accounts as "Postage," and " Expressage." have been abolished, and
tneexpendltures hitherto placed under these several heads have been placed In their proper accounts.
Tt U believed that tills system of accounts Is not only adequate, but the simplest for satisfactory
.•se In this office.
11 Is t herefore recommended :
Recommenantion Xo. 1. That the books of the Quartermaster-General be a Requisition
Book, an Invoice Book, a Cash Book, u Journal, a Ledger and a Supply Ledger, and that In future
it Couble-entry system or accounts be the system to be practiced.
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It has been noticed that the Cash Book furnished to Divisions Is exceedingly defective In
that It has no cash column, but has only subsidiary columns. Every Cash Book should have a
column In which to enter all receipts and all expenditures. All subsidiary columns are simply
devices for Journalizing purposes.
The Cash Book at present furnished to Divisions Is a special
form of a Journal
AU Divisions should be supplied with a Cash Book, an Invoice Book, a Requisition Book, a
Supply Book and a Ledger. It does not seem necessary for Divisions to have a Journal, because
the Journalizing can be done readily through the Cash Book, which should be a special form
adapted for that purpose. It Is therefore recommended :
Recommendation So. 2. That the books at present furnished to Quartermasters of Divisions

be abolished, and that Division Quartermasters be required to keep their accounts In the follow
ing books : A Requisition Book, In which must be copied all requisitions received from Camps ; an

Invoice Book, In which should be entered all supplies received from the Quartermaster-General ;
a Cash Book, of a special form adapted for Journalizing ; a Supply Ledger, and a General Ledger,
and that the system of accounts be " double entry."
The supplies furnished by the Commandery-ln-Chlef have been, In many cases, of an exceed
ingly poor quality— so poor, In fact, that persons, not members of the Order, have been unfavor
ably Influenced thereby. The cheapness of the supplies Is, In our opinion, a source of great waste
and consequent expense to members of the Order, to Camps, and to Divisions. It has been the aim
of the Quartermaster-General during the past 3 ear to Improve, as far as possible, the quality of
the supplies furnished by his department, but his endeavors have been restricted by the prices
adopted by the Commandery-ln Chief.
In our opinion, It would be wise to have the Forms which are seen by persons eligible to
membership so Improved that they would not reflect upon the Order. The books (Forms A, B, C,
D, E, F, G and H) should be of such a quality as to permit use without falling to pieces.
During
out experience as an Assistant Inspector we have noticed that In many cases the books of Camps
are broken, even where there Is evidence of very careful use. It Is therefore recommended
:
Recommendation So. 3. That Forms No. 8, 4, 5, &X , 6, A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H be Improved
In quality and the price correspondingly raised.
The Quartermaster-General has, among other supplies, a large number of extra-quality books.
Forms AX, FX, GX, and HX. At the Ninth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-ln-Chlef
the Quartermaster-General was directed to have no more extra-quality books made.
During the
past two years the supply of Forms DX and EX have been exhausted. There Is still a large
supply of the other extra-quality books. Tnere has been very little demand for these books
during the past year ; they are dead stock. It Is therefore recommended :
Recommendation No. 4. That the Quartermaster General sell all extra-quality books on
hand at a reduced price, to be established by the Commandery-ln-Chlef at Its Eleventh Annual
Meeting, and that the Incoming Commander-in-Chief be directed to publish In his flrst General
Orders the action of the Commandery-ln-Chlef In this matter.
The Quartermaster-General has carefully examined Into the cost of the Annual Encamp
ments of the Commandery-ln-Chlef.
He has also examined carefully Into the cost of legislation
enacted at each of these several meetings.
He has been led to believe that the expense of these
annual meetings Is out of all proportion to the good accomplished. It Is true that an annual
meeting cements together the representatives of the various Divisions, and brings Into closer
contact and closer fellowship the leading members of the Order who are scattered over our broad
land.
The Quartermaster-General Is well aware of the good which this personal contact and
acquaintance brings to the Order, but every member of the Commandery-ln-Cnlef Is well aware
that the Commandery-ln-Chlef Is, financially, In straitened circumstances.
The cost of the Ninth Annual Encampment was $2,280.88.
The cost of the Tenth Annual Encampment was $1,442.01.
I have been unable to ascertain the cost of any Encampment previous to the Ninth because
the Cash Books of administrations previous to that of Gen. Grlflln are missing.
Is this annual expense warranted 1 The Quartermaster-General makes no recommendation
In regard to this matter, feeling that It Is beyond his province, but most respectfully calls the
attention of every member of the Order to tills vast expenditure which Is a constant drain ujon
the resources of the Commandery-ln-Chtef.
It Is the usual practice In business houses to charge off to expense account each year a cer
tain percentage of the cost of all furniture on hand at the beginning of each year, and to carry ut
cost all furniture purchased during the year. It Is therefore recommended
:
Recommendation So. 5. That this be the practice of this ofllce In future, and that
cent, be the amount charged off annually to ofllce expense account.

ten per

The length of time during which the department of the Quartermaster General has been
great Inconvenience to all persons.
In order to reduce this lncon

closed In the past, has caused
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as much as possible, the office was kept open until three days before the departure of the
Coinmander-ln-C'Jlef for Helena, and all supplies are now packed and contracts made with dray
men and railroad companies, ar.d It Is our purpose to order, by telegram, the supplies to be
shipped to the lneomliifr Quartermaster General, Immediately upon his election.
.
The duties or this office during the past year hare been arduoi^s and exacting, but I have
endeavored to perform them In a strictly business manner, as I have always felt that the office of
t he Quartermaster-General s'.iould be strictly a business office. I have been materially aided by the
Adjutant-General, to whom l am deeply indebted for his warm sympathy and cordial co-operation
and help. I must also extend to you my thanks for the uniform Kindness and courLesy extended to
me by you during t he past year.
In severing my official relations with you and the AdjutantGeneral, I feel that I am parting forever with some of the pleasantest experiences of my life. I
assure you that In future It will be a pleasure to me to remember that I was associated with you
In the great work performed by you during the past year for our great Order.
I have the honor to remain,
Yours in F. C. and L.,
John v. b. ci.abkson.
Quartermaster-GeneraL
venlence

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The report of the Quartermaster General will be re
ceived, and referred to the Committee on Officers' Reports.
Is the Senior Vice-Com
mander-in-Chief ready to report?
Seniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
Fulleb: Commander, I have no formal report
to make.
I have had no official work assigned to me during the past year.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The report of the Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
will be referred to the Committee on Officers Reports.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Bookwalter ready
to submit his report?
Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Bookwalter submitted and read the following
report:

REPORT OF JUNIOR VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
of the Eleventh Annual Encampment:
Gentlemen — As Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief of the Order, I have no exten
sive report to submit, for the reason that during the paBt year but little if any work
has devolved upon me.
I have attended to the routine duties of a member of the
Council-in-(.'hief, and in so far as within my power have sought to advance the in
terests of our patriotic organization.
Thanking all brothers for the uniform cour
tesy extended me officially, I remain, fraternally yours,
C. A. Bookwaltek,
Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.
To Vie Officers and Members

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The report of the Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
will be referred to the Committee on Officers' Reports.
Is the Surgeon General present? It seems not. Is the Inspector General ready
to report?
Inspector General Frazee submitted and read the following report:

REPORT

OF

INSPECTOR GENERAL.
Cleveland, Ohio, August

8, 1892.

Gen. Bartow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief, and Brothers:

In submitting this, my report of the inspection department of our Order, I can
not but deplore the negligence of many Inspectors who failed totally to send me
their consolidated reports, thus depriving their respective Divisions of any credit
for the work done during the past year.
DIVISION

INSPECTION.

Regarding the inspection of Division headquarters, would say they are as neces
sary as a Camp inspection, since they show that in some Divisions the Commanders
are very careless or are not careful readers of our Constitution, Rnles and Regula
tions. This will be shown you by the following:

REPORT OF INSPECTOR

GENERAL.

87

The brothers detailed to inspect the headquarters of the following Divisions
failed to do the work assigned them, consequently they have no rating in this re
port: Alabama and Tennessee, Colorado, Florida, Montana, and Washington.
1. All Divisions have a Charter except Arkansas.
2. In this there is a loss as against last year, Iowa, New Hampshire and Oregon
not having by-laws approved by the Commander-in-Chief.
3. All Divisions now have Charters, commissions and official documents recorded
properly, a gain over last year.
4. Division Camp Roster and Register of Charters properly written up to date
in all Divisions.
5. According to the reports sent me, all Divisions had made full and complete
reports to the Commandery-in-Chief headquarters at time of inspection, and, if the
facts are as reported, it shows that Division officers are very prompt in transmitting
same.
6. Division accounts are properly and accurately kept in all Divisions
except
West Virginia.
7. The following Divisions had at time of inspection debts hanging over them
to the amount of $700.38: Michigan, Ohio, and Vermont. But since that report was
made the debt of Ohio has been entirely wiped out, owing to the zealous work of
Past Commander Hilliard, for which he is entitled to great credit.
8. Financially, Divisions
are in a better condition than last year, reports show
ing $+.295.23 on hand, as against $3,992.73; a small increase, it is true, but it shows,
at least, that we are on the improve in that respect.
Massachusetts leads, with
$579.66; Iowa, with $520.75, second; and Illinois third, with $451.70; Oregon having
the least, $6.34, none of the rest having less than $30 in their treasuries.
9. In the matter of supplies, we find a loss about equal to the gain in cash, so
that the two about balance with last year.
Total amount on hand, $1,798.04, Maine
leading, with $208.37 ; Nebraska second, with $125; Arkansas having the least, $21.10
worth.
It seems to me that some Divisions order supplies entirely out of propor
tion to their needs, and thereby each year cause a loss to the Division by reason of
changes in forms.
10. Oregon was the only one reported as not using supplies of the current issue.
11. In direct violation of article VII, Bection 7, Rules and Regulations, we find
the Commanders of the following Divisions holding their offices, they not having
given bond, as required: California and Kentucky; while in several others the
amount is much less than provided for by said article.
12. The Division Commanders have failed in the following Divisions to require
bond from their Quartermasters, as provided for in seotion 3, article VII: Califor
nia, Kentucky, Oregon, and West Virginia. This, it appears to me, is almost crimi
nal neglect on their part, in not protecting the interests of their Divisions from
loss; and again, many only require a bond of $200 or $300, where it is provided it
shall be $2,000.
13. The following Divisions
do not pay their Adjutants or Quartermasters any
salary: Arkansas, Kansas, Oregon, Vermont, and West Virginia.
14. The number of members in good standing, as shown by this inspection, is

48,341.
15. Number of Camps reported as being in good standing last report was 1,758,
•which shows a loss over last year.
16. There have been 3,812 Camps organized since the foundation of the Order.
17. There have been 1,350 Camps disbanded in all.
18. There have been 614 Camps suspended and not reinstated.
Now, this is a
19. The number of Camps suspended during the past year is 556.
matter that should receive the careful consideration of this Encampment, for the
large number shows us plainly that there must be some good cause for this large
loss, but just what it is am not prepared to say. There are 233 electors entitled to
vote at this Encampment, yet in the face of this fact it is reported that but 100
electors will be present at this meeting. Just how nearly correct these figures will
prove to be, can be better told later on.

I

But two Divisions are reported as being indebted to the Commandery-in-Chief —
Michigan and Missouri.
Correspondence is promptly attended to in all headquarquarters. as well as the sending out to Camps of all orders issued by the Commanderin-Chief.
Requisitions are promptly filled in all Divisions except West Virginia.
With the exception of Oregon and West Virginia, the Division Commanders have
appointed a member of the National Press Committee. Oregon is the only Division
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reporting that has not the official cap mark on file at Commandery-in-Chief head
quarters, and inasmuch as this Division was reported the same last year, trust the
present Commander will see that one is at once forwarded.
All Division officers were found to be familiar with the secret work, except Cali
fornia and West Virginia. The eligibility clause is strictly enforced in all Divisions.
Circulars of information were issued by all, except Iowa, requesting the G. A. R. to
assist in organizing Camps where none existed. Several Divisions report that the
G. A. R. do not assist Camps to any extent, and others that they are in the heartiest
sympathy at any and all times.
The Ladies' Aid Sooiety have organizations in nearly every Division, and from
the reports gleaned from various headquarters it appears that wherevever an Aid
Sooiety exists it is of material benefit to the Camp with which it is connected, show
ing beyond a doubt that they must carry out their aims and objects most thor
oughly, or. such glowing reports would not be sent in of the noble assistance they
ever stand ready to give upon the shortest notice or slightest request: therefore,
we would encourage the organization of aids, as I firmly believe they are of consid
erable benefit in keeping Camps alive by the encouragement given them.
I find that in thirteen Divisions the social feature predominates, even as against
the efforts being made to advance the military feature of our Order, there being
only nine Divisions of those whose reports we have where the military feature pre
dominates. This is no doubt to some extent brought about by the fact that in at
least three Divisions the laws prohibit the carrying of arms, except by the regular
militia of the State.
The average price charged for charters is $16; while Ohio charges $25, which in
cludes cost of muster and seal, New Hampshire charges only $10, which seems to
me to be entirely too small a figure, and do not believe they can get out whole at
that price. I would recommend that this Encampment place a minimum price of
not less than $20, the same to include cost of muster. Then a new Camp would
know just how muoh it would cost to organize to a cent, whereas now they never
know. This would, in most cases, leave the Division a little margin, which 1 am
confident they do not now get.
The cost of inspecting the various headquarters was $135.01.
This concludes this portion of my report, and while some may take exceptions
to the facts as presented, would state they are made up from reports as sent me,
and trust that where attention has been called to the shortcomings of any Division
you will remember I do so for their own good and for the purpose of having the
errors corrected, and not with the intention of hurting anyone's feelings in the least.
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CAMP INSPECTIONS.

Regarding Camp inspections, Would say that they have not been as full and com
plete this year as we had hoped for. There are several reasons for this, the chief one
being the extremely wet weather had in all the Western States about the time for in
spections to take place.
The following Divisions are not rated in the tables, they not having reported, al
though every effort was made to secure them, even to n personal order from General
Weeks by telegraph, but without avail: Florida, Kentucky, Missouri, Washington,
West Virginia, and Wisconsin.
Of the Divisions reporting, 1,513 Camps were inspected, out of 2.082 Camps re
The following Divisions had every Camp inspected:
ported in good standing.
Maine, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, with New Hampshire 98 per cent., and
Oregon 90 per cent. Illinois showing the smallest, 50 per cent.; New York second,
The fact is developed right here, that either
56 per cent.: Ohio third, 60 per cent.
not enough care is taken in the selection of assistant inspectors, or Camps do not
appreciate the importance of these inspections.
1. Shows that 500 Commanders, or 28.3 per cent., have perfectly committed their
ritualistic work: Rhode Island, 72.2 per cent., first: Massachusetts, 58.8 per cent..,
second; and South Dakota, 50.1 per cent., third. The Commanders of 647 Camps
have partially committed the work, and in 366 not at all.
2. In 714 Camps the Senior Vice has memorized his work perfectly, 526 par
tially, and in 273 depend upon the Ritual entirely.
3. There are 697 Junior Vice-Commanders perfect in their work. 469 perform it
in an imperfect manner, and 347 do not trust to their memory in the least.
4. Sergeants of the Guard to the number of 635, or 40.5 per cent., can carry out
their portion of the Ritual without any assistance or prompting, Rhode Island lead
ing, with 83.3 per cent. ; Kansas lowest, 7.5 per cent., while 524 Sergeants depend
upon the officers for assistance, and 354 use the Ritual throughout. There is more
room for improvement in the preceding four questions than any we have to deal
with, and there should be a clause inserted in our Constitution and By-Laws com
pelling these various officers to perfectly commit their parts in a given time after
their election or appointment, as it is clear to my mind that we display too much
laxity in the disciplining of our officers, some not taking the necessary interest to
commit their part, and others not doing so from the fact that they do not think it
a necessity to do so; hence, the poor showing made upon these questions.
5. There are 994 Camp officers who attend regularly the meetings of their re
spective Camps, in which Maine leads, with 100 per cent., and Vermont comes last,
with 9.8 per cent.; while in 431 Camps they are irregular, and in 88, from reports, do
This is a case where the bad example set by the offi
not attend even irregularly.
cers often demoralizes the members of a Camp to such an extent that the effect is a
disbandment.
It is al
6. Members are regular in their attendance in 590 Camps, 27 per cent.
most an impossibility to get a correct marking upon the question, and the answers
vary so that much of it appears to be guess-work, rather than facts gleaned from
the roll book. Eight hundred and eleven Camps are fair in their attendance, and in
112 Camps none of the members are regular.
South Dakota leads, with 07.1 per
cent.; Vermont second, with 62.1 per cent.; Arkansas lowest, with 2.6 per cent.
7. Reports show that the records are complete and well kept in 1,249 Camps,
Maine and South Dakota leading, with 100 per cent. ; Iowa lowest, with only 36.1
per cent. In 150 Camps they are partially kept, and in 114 Camps they are very
poorly kept.
8. Dues are promptly collected in 1,207 Camps.
In 68 they pay their dues irreg
ularly, and in others, from the reports, they must exist without this necessary evil,
for they do not pay at all. Maine and South Dakota come first, with 100 per cent.,
Iowa bringing up the rear, with 33.3 per cent.
9. Bonds of the Quartermaster Sergeants are on file in 1,266 Camps, as required
by the Constitution, the following fully meeting this requirement: Maine and New
Hampshire, while the balance have not done so. That this is a grave mistake upon
the part of the Camps, has been shown over and over again by some dishonest mem
ber being appointed to this position, and after the funds of the Camp were used up
by him they had no recourse but to grin and bear their loss.
10. That the military feature of our Order is gaining, is shown by the follow
ing: 692 officers are properly uniformed, 347 partially, and in 474 Camps they are
not.
11.

In

671

Camps the officers are provided with rank straps, in

141

in part, and

9fi
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in 701 none wear their insignia of office, Rhode Island leading, with 100 per cent.,
and Ohio lowest, with 3.2 per cent.
12. Officers wear side-arms in 568 Camps, partially in 191, and not any in 754
Camps. Rhode Island leads, with 100 per cent., and South Dakota is lowest, with
2.7 j)er cent.
13. Proper

chevrons are provided and used in 696 Camps, 152 in part, and 665
Camps have none.
14. Upon this question
have experienced the same difficulty as my predecessor,
that in many instances inspectors failed to give the number of uniformed members,
but only gave their rating: hence, the figures given here are largely an approxima
tion made by myself, and may be incorrect; the total number uniformed being
22,864, Rhode Island leading, with 89 per cent.
The time is near at hand when ev
ery member will take interest enough to provide himself with the regulation uniform
of the Order.
15. We find that the badge is presented to each recruit in 1,382 Camps, or 82.4
The following Divisions have a rating of 100 per cent, upon this ques
per cent.
tion: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Rhode Island, Vermont, and
New Hampshire.
16. Regarding the reading of orders, etc., in the Camp room, and filing of the
same, there are 1,459 Camps where it is attended to in the proper manner, or 87.3
The following Divisions rate 100
per cent., while 19 are derelict in this particular.
per cent. — a very creditable showing: Maine, New Hampshire, Oregon, Rhode Is
land, and South Dakota.
17. There are 1,089 Camp rooms properly equipped, and 365 partially, while 59
are totally devoid of any equipment of the kind, Maine leading, with 100 per cent. ;
Rhode Island second, with 94.4 per cent.
18. All reports and dues have been forwarded their respective Division head
quarters by 1,439 Camps, and there seems to be a tendency on the part of all Camps
to be prompt in this matter, which is proper, as it is a matter of great importance
to their respective Divisions that they may report promptly to the Commandery-inChief headquarters, 64 Camps reporting part and 22 "No."
19. Here arises again the difficulty experienced in question 14, that many in
spectors failed to state number of meetings missed, and only gave the rating; but
we find that in spite of that fact there have been 3,625 missed during the past year,
Pennsylvania reporting the greatest number, 643; and Ohio second, with 581; the
fewest were missed in Rhode Island, 27.
20. The number of Camps which are reported as being in debt decreases with each
The following Divisions have a rating of
year, only 117 Camps being so reported.
100 per cent. : Connecticut and Maine.
21. In the Divisions reporting there are 48,594 members in good standing in the
1,513 Camps that were inspected, or an average of 28.8 to a Camp, Maryland rating
first, with 44.5 ; Rhode Island second, with 41.8 ; while Michigan has the lowest
rating, 14.6.
22. There were 6,079 members dropped during the year, or an average of 3.3 per
cent, to each Camp inspected, New Jersey reporting most, or an average of 7.1 per
cent., while Pennsylvania comes second, with 5.5 per cent., several others following
close behind.
23. The total increase in Camps from all sources was 11,500 members, or an av
That our losses are greater than our gains would indi
erage of 9.7 to each Camp.
cate that there is something radically wrong, either with the officers as selected to
manage Camp affairs, or it lies in the Camp itself, by not at all times trying to
make the meetings interesting so as to attract the brothers to meetings, thus hold
ing their membership. This is a matter of grave importance, and should receive
some attention at the hands of this Encampment.
In reporting these losses, you
must take into consideration that it does not include the loss of whole Camps by
disbaudment or other causes.
24. The total value of property owned by Camps throughout the Order is $198,340.87; the highest average being in New Jersey, $750.94, while Maryland is second,
$476, and the lowest, Arkansas, with only $10.17.
25. The amount of cash in excess of all indebtedness is $64,923.70, of which the
average in Massachusetts is the highest, it being $107.08.
26. There is a very great difference in the amounts charged by Camps for dues,
it varying from 75 cents to §4 per year, the average being $2.88, or 25 cents higher
than last year.
27. The average charge for muster-fee is $1.94, slightly lower than last year, this,

I
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like the
in Ohio,

dues, varying from $3.24, in Pennsylvania, to $1.08, in Michigan, and $1.39,
the two last falling below the average set by the Constitution.
There are
only two or three Divisions in the Order in which we do not find from one to five
Camps charging less than the $1.50 provided for in the Constitution.
That the
Commanders of Divisions should see to the prompt correction of this is apparent,
as they are the ones who are responsible to the Commandery-in-Chief
for the violat ion of this clause.
28. We find that there have been 5,492 special meetings held throughout the Or
der, an increase over former years.
29. It has been found necessary to relieve 1,373 members during the past year;
the various Divisions varying from 387 to 3 members.
30. There has been expended for charity, during the year just closed, the sum of
$15,415.09; Ohio leading, having used $ 1,588.99 for that purpose, while in Arkansas
only $2.50 was used.
31. In all but two of the Divisions reporting, we find that our auxiliary, the La
dies' Aid, has taken root, the numbers varying from 1, in South Dakota, to 187, in
Ohio: while the total number of Aids is 568.
32. That the G. A. R. are taking more interest in our Order, is shown by the fact
that, with eight Divisions not reporting, 1,156 Posts are reported as giving assist
ance to the Camps in their locality.
33. There are 1,072 Camps which report that they are engaged
in military drill
regularly, an increase over last year, but not such an one as there should have been

with the military rank to encourage Camps to go into this important part of our
organization, and I trust that my successor will be able to report much larger gains

next year.
34. There are now 866 fully armed and equipped Camps in the Order; a gain of
40 over last year.
Of this number. 25 are equipped as cavalry, 29 as artillery, and
812 as infantry, Pennsylvania leading, with 120.
35. The number of members armed and equipped is 12,019, which would seem
to indicate that there has been a loss during the year.
I do not believe this is the
ease, but rather think it comes from incorrect reports upon the part of assistant in

spectors.
36. The average cost of inspecting the Camps was $1.61. or 5 cents more than
last year: Colorado being lowest, with 16 cents; Maryland next, with 38 cents; while
in New Hampshire it cost §3.25.
As will be seen from the report just read, there has not been the advancement
made by the Order that was expected. Of course every one will give you a reason
for it, but, in my estimation, there aro various reasons, and I will not consume your
valuable time reciting them.
That our inspections do not produce the facts or
benefits sought cannot be denied, and the only remedy for this is the enforcing of
a uniform inspection.
That this method would raise the cost to Camps slightly is
more than probable, but then, on the other hand, its benefits would more than bal
ance the difference with Camps.
Why did Massachusetts succeed in inspecting all
her Camps? Simply from the fact that they have systematized their work, and di
vide their State into districts, over which is placed some bright, hustling brother.
They make a preliminary inspection, and then make such corrections as are found
necessary; and then, when the time for regular inspection comes, the assistant in
spectors push their work with such vigor as to make a thorough and complete inspec
tion of every Camp assigned them.
General Hall made a recommendation last year that meets my heartiest approval,
and I take great pleasure in once more renewing the same, with a few alterations,
viz.: "That on or before January first next succeeding his election, the Division
Commander shall appoint assistant inspectors, not to exceed one for each congres
sional dietriot in his Division, fixing a date as soon thereafter as practicable for a
joint meeting at some central point for a school of instruction, with the Division
Inspector as instructor, at which every question on the inspection blank and the
Inspector General's instructions shall receive careful consideration, and thereby
secure uniform markings throughout the Order."
That the assistant inspectors so appointed pay their expenses to this meeting,
and divide amount by number of Camps in his district, adding that amount to his
expense account upon night of inspection and collect same at that time.
That all Division Inspectors be compelled to return their consolidated reports to
the Inspector General not later than June 20, so that he may have a little time to
do his work, and not be compelled, as I have been this year, to make out the annual
report the week before the Encampment, through delay in receiving reports.
—7
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It is with great pleasure that at this time can be permitted to thank publicly
the Inspectors of the following Divisions, for the prompt and efficient manner in
which they performed the duties pertaining to their office: Connecticut, Indiana.
Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio.
Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island, the work performed by them being correct in ev
Every year the Inspector General has called attention to the im
ery particular.
portance of this office being very oarefully filled by the Division Commanders, and
it has no doubt borne some fruit, but there is room for further improvement, and I
trust it will be made, for the Inspector General certainly should not be expected to
Yet I had to do this
make the averages, percentage, etc., for Division Inspectors.
work on the reports of seven Divisions, and that will be unnecessary when compe
tent brothers are appointed in every Division.
cannot close this, my annual report, without thanking the various members of
the Order who have so kindly answered my every demand made upon them, and es
pecially you, General Weeks, and your admirable assistants, Generals Tobias and
Clarkson, for the uniform courtesy extended me at all times in the performance of
B'eeling as I do, considerably put
my duties, and the excellent assistance rendered.
out regarding the poor showing made by me this year against my predecessor, but
knowing in my own heart that I have done everything in my power to produce the
must lay the blame where it belongs -upon the Divi
very best possible showing,
sion Inspectors who totally failed in their duties by not reporting at all — and any
errors made by me were those of the heart, and not intentional.
Thanking you, one and all, for your attention, I am, with best wishes,

I

I

Fraternally

yours,

HENRY FRAZEE,

Inspector General.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Inspector General's report will be referred to the
Committee on Officers' Reports.
Junior Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I would like to
suggest that if the Quartermaster General will go with us to the hotel we can begin
our work at once upon the books.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Quartermaster General has been relieved, and.
think, has gone to the hotel for that purpose.
Juniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: If the Commander-in-Chief will
detail some one for my placo, I will follow him.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Past Commander Foster, of Vermont, will relieve the

I

Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.

Before we take recess, I desire to announce the appointment of Bro. E. D. Weed,
Commander
of Montana, as the other member of the Committee on Resolutions.
Oberdorf, of New York, is chairman of that committee, and all resolutions will be
handed

to him.

The reports of officers will be handed to the Adjutant General.
VY. Pollitt, of New Jersey:
I move we take recess nntil

Chaplain-in-Chief Geo.

1:80 o'olook.

Commandant Geo. H. Hublbut, of Illinois: Commander, I move to amend that
motion so as to make it 2 o'clock.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I will accept
the amendment.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to, and recess taken until

2

o'clock p.m.
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.
2

o'clock

P. M.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commandery-in-Chief will please come to order
Past Commander Wessells will serve as Senior Vice-Commander until the arrival of
Senior Vice-Commander Fuller, and Past Commander Baguley will serve as Junior
The
Vice-Commander until the arrival of Junior Vioe-Commander Bookwalter.
Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant -General proceeded to call the roll, and in addition to those previ
ously reported as present, Bro. J. M. Kennedy, of Colorado, answered to the oall.
Inspectob Genebal Fbazee: Commander, I wish to say that Brother Kennedy,
He informs me that
of Colorado, has not the current password and countersign.
it has not been promulgated through his Division.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I have reason to believe that Brother Kennedy's
statement is true, as to the current password and countersign not having been
promulgated in the Division of Colorado, and he being duly accredited I will in
struct the Inspector General to communicate the password and countersign to
Brother Kennedy.
I would like to inquire if the Inspector General has notified the Guards to admit
to this floor only delegates ?
Inspectob Genebal Fbazee: Yes, Commander; they have such instructions,
with an exception in favor of the local committee.
BEPOBT OF COMMITTEE

ON CREDENTIALS.

SEATING

BBOTHEB

BOONEY.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Has the Committee on Credentials any further re
port to make?
The Adjutant General:, Commander, the Committee on Credentials have held
meeting, and after hearing Brother Maccabe, of Massachusetts, concluded to rec
ommend to this Encampment the seating of Brother Rooney as an alternate dele
They therefore recommend that the brother be seated.
gate.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is that all the report of that committee?
The Adjutant Genebal: Commander, that is all the report the committee has
to make.
The facts presented by Brother Maccabe are, that Brother Rooney was
elected an alternate delegate and is entitled to a seat on the floor, and the commit
tee thought likewise, and accordingly recommend the seating of Brother Rooney.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: What is the pleasure of the Commandery?
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I move that the report
of the committee be accepted.
Commander T. M. Sweetland, of Rhode Island: Commander, I second the mo
tion.
The motion was agreed to, and Brother Rooney declared entitled to his creden
tials as a delegate.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The report of the Judge- Advocate General is now in
a

order.

The Judge- Advocate General submitted and read the following report:

REPORT

OF JUDGE-ADVOCATE

GENERAL.

Deniron, Iowa, August 1, 1892.
Bartow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief:
Having been appointed Judge-Advocate General on your staff, at the last meet
ing of the Commandery-in-Chief, held at Minneapolis, Minn., it became my duty to
act in an advisory capacity to you.
In performing these duties. I have been called
Qen.
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upon and given opinions in 10 court-martial proceedings. Of these 10 cases 1 was
from Wyoming, Division of Colorado, 2 were from Pennsylvania. 3 from Massachu
setts, 2 from New York, 1 from Vermont, and 1 from Michigan.
Of the 10 cases,
three were found to be regular in all respects, and recommended
for approval: one
was recommended
to be approved in part, and disapproved in part for want of evi
dence; one, because the whole proceedings were found lacking in this particular:
that it charged no offense cognizable by the rules of our Order: four were found to
be irregular in such important particulars as not to call for an opinion on their
merits, but were recommended to be reversed.
I have also furnished you with eight
opinions on questions relating to the management, discipline and welfare of the
■Order, all of which opinions are hereto attached
and made part of the report of my
doings in office. In all cases where opinions have been furnished to the Commanderin-Chief, they have been concurred in, except in two instances, opinions Nos. 7 and
8, both of which were disapproved by the Commander-in-Chief.
R. SHAW VAN, Judge-Advocate General.

The Commandeb-in-Cbief: The report of the Judge-Advocate General will be re
ferred to the Committee on Officers' Reports. The Surgeon General will now read
his report.
Surgeon General Frank M. Gier submitted and read the following report:
REPORT

OF

THE SURGEON GENERAL.
Hillsdale, Mich^

August

2,

1892.

To the Commander and Brothers of the Eleventh Annual Encampment. S. V., U. S. A.:
BnoTHEits — I have the honor to make the following report of the condition of
our Order for the year ending August 8, 1892, as the Surgeon General, supplemented
with such recommendations that have occurred to me as pertinent and necessary to
make a report of this department of interest and of benefit to the Order.
The report is far from complete, and what I hoped to make -not. however, from
any fault of mine, but from the carelessness and negligence of many Camp and
Division officers. You will notice by comparison of the Surgeon General's Report
for the past four years, inclusive, an increase each year in the number of Division
I have been able to get reports from 21 Divisions, or about
Surgeons reporting.
68 per cent., while the Surgeon General of last year was able to get reports from
less than .r>0per cent, of the Divisions in the Order.
The following report is compiled from the Divisions of Nebraska, Vermont.

Minnesota. Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Indiana. Oregon, Kansas, Ohio. Missouri,
Wisconsin. Washington, New Hampshire, Illinois. New York, Massachusetts,
Iowa.
Maryland. Maine, Montana, and Michigan — 21 in all; while the Divisions of Ala
bama and Tennessee, California, Colorado, Florida, Kentucky, New Jersey. Rhode
Island, South Dakota. West Virginia and Arkansas failed to make report to my
office.

I wrote Commanders of these Divisions for reports, receiving back word from
two or three that they could not make report this year, while from the rest I was
not able to get an answer.
The consolidated report is as follows:
M*
Number of lawyers
Number members mustered ...
61,799
Number

in good standing

Number

In U. S. navy

Number in State mlUHa
Number in tT. S. urmy

Number of deaths within one year (8.75
per thousand)

Number of teachers
Number of literary men

37,694
1,135
62
19

Number
Number
Number

323

Number of cases of sickness
1.823
Number of injuries
723
Total No. of weeks sick- \ from sickness... 6,197
ness of all members . '/ from Injury
1.603
Number of members able to bear arms.. .. 35, 663
Number of members over 45 years of age..
695 I
Age of oldest member ( Mass. 1
Average age of all members
Number of unmarried members
Number of widowers
Number of married members
Number of foreign born
Number of G. A. If. members
Number of ministers
Number of physicians

—

71
24J
24.922
453
11.178
319
1.059
125
282

[
[
I
1
i
I

of artists

of merchants
of farmers
Number of clerks and book-keepers
Number
Number
Number
Number

of mechanics
of printers
of students
of salesmen
Number of telegraph operators
Number of mlnerB
Number of skilled laborers
Number of laborers
Number of railroad conductors
Number of engineers
Number of musicians
Miscellaneous
Number of Camps In Division
Number Camjis reporting

80s
263
208
,544
1
8.129
4.164

^

1 .294

f*
■«*

a.iisi

J»J
~
;»•»■»

!•;*»
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This report lacks interest, and fails of its real benefit and importance, only beit is not complete. Could we get through this department an inspection of
Division and Camp of the Order, the report would be of inestimable value,

cnuse
every

showing, as it would, the real and true physical condition of our Order. Regarding
our Order as a military organization, with our ambitions to appear and be as mili
tary as possible, our inspections and reports should be from a military stand-point.
It would be not- only of interest but important to know how many men were able
to bear arms, the number of cases of sickness, the death rate, the average age of our
membership, number of married and unmarried members, of foreign born; how
many ministers, lawyers, doctors, teachers, printers, telegraph operators, railroad
engineers, musicians and skilled laborers have we, and where in the different Divi
sions of this army are they.
This cannot and will not be perfectly made under the present official arrange
ment.
I most respectfully urge the adoption of the following change or addition to ar
ticle VI. section 1, of chapter II, Camp Constitution, viz. : The appointment of a
Camp Surgeon by the Commander of each Camp as a member of his staff, whose
duty it shall be to make to the Division Surgeon, on proper blanks furnished him, a
Surgeon's report for his Camp some time during the months of April and May.
It shall be the duty, also of the Camp Surgeon to make quarterly reports to his
Camp of the cases of sickness, injuries, and deaths.
I would suggest, also, that Division Commanders send Camp Surgeons' blanks
with the blanks of First Sergeants and Quartermaster Sergeants for reports for
quarter ending March 81, each year, with instructions to Camp Surgeons in his Di
vision order issued at that time.
I would suggest amendment or change in the blanks to include a report of the
S. V. Guards.
I would suggest that a foot-note be made on Camp Surgeons' blanks, to read:
"One report to be forwarded to Division Surgeon and one to be filed in Camp."
It occurs to me that in this way only can we get full and complete reports from
Camps and Divisions, and make the report of the Surgeon General one of interest
and importance.
Respectfully submitted, in F. C. and L.,
FRANK M. GIER, M. D., Surgeon General.

The Commandeb-in-Chiee: The report will be referred to the proper committee.
The report of the Chaplain-in-Chief is now in order.
Chaplain-in-Chief Pollitt submitted and read the following report :
REPORT

OF CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF.

Patebson, N. J., August 1, 1892.
Bartow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief Sons of Veterans, If. S. A.:
Genebal — Having been honored by the appointment of Chaplain-in-Chief upon
your staff. I respectfully present the following report:
Upon assuming the duties of my office, the blanks formerly used were examined,
with a view to ascertaining if it were not possible to so change them that the part
taken by the Order in the exercises incident to Memorial Day might be made more
The only change made, however, was to drop the question of
plain and distinct.
the number of armed members parading, and to substitute question "8," calling for
information relating to the observance of "Union Defenders' Day." The answers to
this question show that in every Division this day is observed, although the efforts
of your Chaplain-in-Chief were nullified in two Divisions by the use of obselete
forms, the use of which had been prohibited.
All Division Chaplains have abundant reason to complain of the carelessness of
many of their Camp Chaplains, who fail to forward any report of the part taken by
This report is not to be taken
their respective Camps in Memorial Day exercises.
It would be a
as a fair exhibit of the work done by our Order upon May 30.
shame if it were so. for the Camp that fails to do its whole duty at that time is rec
reant to its trust and does not deserve to live.
In what better way can we show our regard for our fathers than by joining with
Protestation of re
them in the beautiful service, so interesting and so instructive.
gard for "the heroic dead" is mere lip service, unless it is accompanied by an active
participation with the comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic in all its loving
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services in memory of. those who have joined the right of the column beyond the
grave.
I earnestly hope that the report of my successor will show that every Camp is
tfoing its duty in this matter.
The Divisions of Illinois, Iowa, Oregon, West Virginia, Rhode Island, Colorado,
Oklahoma. Florida, Kentucky, Arkansas and California made no report, although they
were repeatedly urged to do so. I hope for reform in this direction in the future.
The consolidated reports show a gain in number of brothers in line ov<5r former
years, and a great increase in attendance upon the Sunday service preceding Me
morial Day.
of Camps reporting
Number of brothers In Camps reporting
Number of brothers In line
Number of brothers in uniform
Number of Camps furnishing a tiring squad
Number of Camps where an address was delivered by Sons of Veterans
Number of brothers at Sunday services
Number of deaths In ('amps last year
Number of Camps observing Union Defenders* Day
Number

1.028
32,559
20,281
13,447
264
212
15,938
180
TJO

Massachusetts reported largest number of brothers in Camps. largest number of
brothers in line, largest number of brothers in uniform, and largest number of
deaths during the year ending May 30.
Kansas furnished the largest number of firing squads and the most orators,
while Pennsylvania Camps observed Union Defenders* Day the most; Kansas also
furnished the greatest number of Camps reporting.
Camps having every member in line: Massachusetts, Nos. 28, 72; Nebraska, No.
19; Maryland, No. 21; Michigan, No. 211; Pennsylvania, Nos. 4 (Reynolds), 61, 260,
275; Minnesota, No. 04: Kansas, Nos. lb\ 56; New York, Nos. 13, 40, 180; Montana,
No. 7; Connecticut, No. 40: Washington, Nos. 6, 10; Alabama and Tennessee, Nos.
14. 27; Wisconsin, No. 15; Ohio, Nos. 91, 245; Indiana. Nos. 6, 19. 37, 177. 226, 248.
316. 319. 327.

Divisions where orations were delivered upon Memorial Day were: Kansas. 41;
Pennsylvania. 25; New York. 21; Indiana. 19; Ohio, 17; Massachusetts. 14 ; Nebraska,
14; Wisconsin, 9; Minnesota, 8; Vermont, 0; Missouri, 6; Maine, 5; Michigan, 5;
South Dakota. 5; New Jersey. 5; New Hampshire, 3; Maryland, 3; Washington, 3; Con
necticut. 2; Montana. 1.

31

"J

Wisconsin

.
■J
4
12

Ohio
South Dakota

M
11

Missouri

Indiana

Totals

:i7fi
352
1,038

32..V.9

20,281

13.447

:

II

|l

5 33

5

*
1 =

12

30

Sfi
12
111
s (1 :j

»s

35

t-

'.1

422
727
1.004
1.734
284

lnl

2.550
746
172
IS
4.12
1(14
3>3
3511
2.227
470
1,538
1.728
27
47.1

12
Hi

11
3-2
2

782
1.057
1.682
2, (Mil
3s I

m

11
11

5 1 3

3,(I2C.
280
1711
607
3(in
438
453 I
326
2,315
348
705
1,504
65
:.(',ii
I I"

8 7 4

3.17.1
886
228
SIHI
on;
ii'.'i;
4S4
485
3,133
582
1,735
2,178
74
(122
313

Jl

(IS
27H
125
1,001
1,393
231

»
19
IT

21:1

212

15.938

Kansas had the most Camps reporting, viz., 125; Pennsylvania
setts next, with 120; New York third, with 115.

and

23

Is
23
]■;
2

Minnesota
Kansas
Now York
Montana
,
Connecticut
Washington.'
Alabama and Tennessee.

4,868
1,318
.-.!*<;
1.478
1,1)46
1.081
823
773
4.7(18
<J8!5
3,07/5
3.448
I.VI
;it;i
ir.'t

■

5

,

13
42
37
21
18
I'JH
34
125
11.-)

1
S1
e
=

1

u

:
•
'
:

3

1211
47

r:

35!

So
3

1

,
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Maryland
Maine
Michigan
Vermont
New Hampshire
New Jersey
Pennsylvania

Report.

71

Massachusetts
Nebraska

Consolidated

.->

"a -t

If 1VISIONS.

1.— Division

!

TABLE No.

"9

ISO

Massachu

BEPOBT OF CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF.
TABLE No.

2. — Showing which

Pennsylvania, No. 2.
New Jersey, No. 8

Camp in Eaoh Division
251
242
156
131
123
107
100
99
85
85
84

Massachusetts,
No. 81
Ohio, No. 27
Maryland, No. 1
New Hampshire, No. 14
Vermont, No. 19
Maine, No. 4
Washington,
No. 2
Indiana, No. 149
New York. No. 6

103

Has the Greatest Membership.

Kansas, No. 30
,
Minnesota, No. 1
Wisconsin,
No. 80
Nebraska, No. 116
Missouri, No. 86
No. 6
Connecticut.
South Dakota, No. 54
Montana, No. 1
Michigan, No. 218
Alabama and Tennessee,

73
72
70
87
65
62
61
60
48
37

No. 10

Camp No. 2 ( Schuyler), of Pennsylvania, shows largest membership, viz., 251;
Camp No. 8, of New Jersey, stands next, with 242; Camp No. 81, of Massachusetts,
third, with 156.
TABLE

No. 3. — Showing which

Pennsylvania. No. 16
New Jersey, No. 8

Massachusetts, No. 8
New Hampshire, No. 14
New York, No. 6
Maine, No. 21
Ohio, No. 27
Maryland. No. 2
Indiana, No. 106
Washington, No. 2
No. 6
Connecticut.

Camp in Each Division

ers in Line.
179
147
79
65
62
60
60
49
46
46
45

Had the Greatest Number of Broth

Nebraska, No. 90
No. 80
Wisconsin.
Vermont, No. 19
Kansas, No. 73
Missouri, No. 17
Minnesota, No. 9
Michigan, No. 218
Alabama and Tennessee,
Montana. No. 1
South Dakota. No. 45

•

No. 10

45
42
40
39
35
35
35
27
20
30

of Pennsylvania, shows the largest number, viz., 179; Camp No. 8,
second, with 147; Camp No. 8, of Massachusetts, third, with
79; Camp No. 14, of New Hampshire, fourth, with 65.

of

Camp No.

16,

New Jersey, stands

TABLE

No. 4. — Showing

Pennsylvania, No. 16
New .Jersey, No. 8
Massachusetts. No. 8
New Hampshire, No. 14
Ohio, No. 27
New York, No. 6
Maryland. No. 2
Connecticut,
No. 6
Vermont, No. 19
Maine, No. 2
Indiana, No. 149

which Camp in Each Division Had the Greatest Number of Broth
ers in Line Uniformed.
179
119
76
65
55
60
4'J
45
. . 40
40
36

Minnesota, No. 9
Washington, No. 2
Missouri, No. 17
Kansas, No. 186
Wisconsin, No. 16
Alabama and Tennessee,
Michigan, No. 9
Nebraska, No. 116
South Dakota, No. 28
Montana ( Idaho}, No. 2

No. 10

35
34
31
29
26
25
25
24
20
16

Camp No. 16, of Pennsylvania, shows the largest number, viz., 179; Camp No. 8,
of New Jersey, stands second, with 119; Camp No. 8, of Massachusetts, third, with 76.
TABLE

No. 5.

Showing which Camp in Each Division had the Largest Number of Brothers
Attending Sunday Skhvices.

Pennsylvania. No. 16
New Jersey. No. 8

Ohio, No. 89
Indiana, No. 82.
Massachusetts, No. 8
New Hampshire, No. 14
New York, No. 6
Nebraska, No. 90
Maine, No. 4
Maine, No. 21
Connecticut,
No. 6
Maryland, No. 1

98
72
65
56
51
49
45
43
40
40
38
38

Michigan, No. 7

No. !l
Wisconsin. No. 80
Kansas, No. 154
Missouri. No. 17
South Dakota, No. 33
Washington.
No. 4
Vermont, No. 19
Vermont, No. 55
Alabama and Tennessee,
Montana, No. 7
Minnesota,

No. 10

36
35
36
31
30
28
28
24
24
22
12

Camp No. 16, of Pennsylvania, shows the largest number, viz., 98; Camp No. 8,
of New Jersey, stands second, with 72; Camp No. 89, of Ohio, third, with 65.
Mindful of my duties as a brother of the Order, as well as an officer whose duty
was clearly defined in our Constitution,
have always promptly accepted any duty
I attended the Encampment of New Jersey Division and installed
assigned to me.

I
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the officers elect, and as Assistant Inspector General
inspected the headquarters of
New York Division, and forwarded report of such inspection to national headquar
ters.

In concluding my report, I wish to thank those Division Chaplains who atteuded
to their duties promptly.
Hampered as they were by dilatory Camp Chaplains, the
report will show that nearly all were careful to have a due regard for the good name
of their respective Divisions, and had their reports in this office within a reasonable
time. My thanks are due to you, General Weeks, for the many courtesies received
at your hands.
Hoping that our beloved Order may long remain as a flourishing institution, ap
preciated at its full value by every patriotic citizen, I remain,
Yours, in P. C. and L.,

GEO. W.

POLLITT,

Chaplain-in-Chirf.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

The report will be referred to the proper committee.
Next in order is the report of Commandant Hurlbut, of the S. V. Guards.
Commandant Hurlbut submitted and read the following report:

REPORT

OF THE COMMANDANT.
Headquarters Sons of Veterans'
Belvidebe,

Guards,

III., July

29, 1892.

Gen. Bartow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief S. V., f. S. A.:
Sib -I have the honor to submit the following report on the condition

of the
Sons of Veterans' Guards:
Immediately after my return from the encampment at Minneapolis I began pre
paring, with the assistance of the Advisory Board, the Rules and Regulations for
the Government of the Military Rank, a copy of which is submitted herewith, and
made a part of this report.
The first company, which was mustered into service as Company A, First Regi
ment, Illinois Infantry, was formed in Camp Kifi, at Chicago, the date of muster
being November 16, 1891; there being also mustered on the same evening Compa
nies B and C of the same regiment.
You will notice that some considerable delay
was occasioned by the time consumed in getting the blanks and forms in shape for
the work.
This delay was unavoidable, as I had fully determined not to allow any
thing to be done until all books, etc., were in shape to conduct the business in a
We were buildingproper manner. This, you are aware, was no small undertaking.
up the foundation of a new organization, and every step had to be carefully consid
ered, and every form and blank made especially for this work.
I am pleased to
state, however, that my office is now well supplied with everything of that uature
which is needed for the proper transaction of the work.
It has been my aim to place this organization at the beginning of its career on
a strictly military basis, and all of my actions in the matter have been with that end.
in view.
I am well aware that had I beon willing to "let down the fences" arid
allow companies to organize without complying with our rules and regulations
could have had double, and perhaps treble, the number of companies on the rolls
that I now have.
But in so doing I would have defeated and destroyed, at the very
beginning, the objects of the organization.
I regret very much that I am not able to make a larger showing of companies
in this report; but in this connection I would call your attention to the fact that it
takes time to develop any new organization.
Our Order of the Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., was not fully developed and did not become a success during the first year
of its existence. The military rank of the Sons of Veterans is a new departure,
and is not as yet a year old. In fact, owing to the delays incident to its organiza
tion, it can hardly be called more than fairly started, having actually had about six
months of work.
It is also a fact to be borne in mind, that the changes created at Minneapolis were
not fully understood, and are not to-day fully understood by a very large proportion
of the members of the Order. A large amount of the work which I have been called
upon to perform during my term of office has consisted of writing personal letters
to members of the Order in all parts of tho United States, explaining to them what
This, taken in connection with the fact that some of the
the change consisted of.
prominent members of the Order who were opposed to the military feature, and who
were not content to give us a fair trial and allow us to work out our own salvation.

I
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have both, personally and by letter advised Camps against the formation of com
panies, has made the work of my office more than it should have been, and has also,

Yet, in spite of
undoubtedly, prevented a number of companies from organizing.
all of these drawbacks. I am pleased to report that we are slowly and steadily gain
ing, and am fully satisfied that during the coming year the military rank, if not
interfered with, will make a remarkable showing.
The reports from the various companies show a steady increase in membership
and attendance at drills. The work that is being performed by these companies is
fully equal to the best work done by companies of the National Guard. As a mat
ter of fact, in several instances where companies of the S. V. Guards have been in
competition with companies of the National Guard of various States, they have
shown themselves to be more proficient as soldiers and have carried off the first
On parades where they have participated in connection with State troops
prize.
and those of the United States, they have been accorded their proper position in
line, and have borne themselves in a manner that reflected credit upon the Order
to which they belong, and have won from both citizens and military men the high
est praise for their soldierly bearing and their gentlemanly conduct.
I submit the following table showing the strength of my command at the present
time:
Division of Illinois — 1 battery of artillery, 1 troop of cavalry, and 12 companies
of infantry; 336 men.
Division of Kansas — 2 companies of infantry, 43 men.
Division of Maine — 3 companies of infantry, 111 men.
Division of Maryland — 1 company of infantry, 21 men.
Division of Massachusetts — 1 troop of cavalry, and 1 company of infantry; 4H
men.
Division of Michigan — 2 companies of infantry, 48 men.
Division of New York — 1 troop of cavalry, 21 men.
Division of Ohio — 8 companies of infantry, 225 men.
Division of Vermont — 2 companies of infantry, 56 men.
Division of Washington — 1 band and 2 companies of infantry, 74 men.
Division of Wisconsin — 1 company of infantry, 28 men.
Total number of companies, 88. Total number of men, 1,011.
I submit the following table, showing the receipts and disbursements of my of
fice to the present date:
RECEIPTS.

WW 10
**>

*™
™ 00
-p

—

DISBURSEMENTS.

Omceaud traveling expenses

Jjjj

General

'

Prom the Quartermaster
For muster fees
For commission fees
For supplies
Total

''"

111

™Cash on hand

Total

Wii?
*8 61
•«»

»

a

it

I

I

a

I

I

I

I

I

I

it

There are also on hand supplies in the form of commissions, reports, books for
company accounts and records, and other forms, together witli some office fixtures,
amounting to $200, all of which are needed for the proper transaction of business.
The term of office of regimental and company officers has been fixed at three
am satisfied that
will be better to have the term of office of the Com
years.
mandant the same.
also believe that the Advisory Board should consist of three
members instead of five, and that their term of office should also be for three years,
one member being appointed each year.
make
would therefore respectfully recommend that the Commandery-in-Chief
such changes as may be required to fix the term of office of the Commandant and
Advisory Board of the military rank at three years.
In conclusion, sir, wish to thank you and the members of your staff for the
uniform kindness and courtesy with which
have been treatod during your admin
istration.
am well aware that some mistakes have been made by me during the past year,
but
was developing
trust that the fact will be taken into consideration that
were, from the foundation stone,
new organization — building up, as
new struct
ure, and it would be surprising, indeed, if on looking back we could not discover
ome places where the work could have been improved.
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What work I have accomplished has been dune by the sacrifice on my part of
considerable time taken from my family and my business, but it has been gladly
given in a cause which I believe to be a worthy one; and if it shall result, as I trust
it will, in extending the influence and improving the position of the Order of the
Sons of Veterans. I will be fully repaid.
I sincerely hope that no action will be taken by the coming Encampment that
will tend to destroy, or render of no account, my labors for the past year, but rather
that the judgment of the Commandery-in-Chief will be to continue the military
rank as it now stands, and that my successor in office will be able to report at the
end of the year n prosperous and healthy condition of the Sons of Veterans' Guards.
I remain, sir, fraternally yours,
GEO. H. HURLBUT, Commandant.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

The report will be referred to the Committee on
Reports.
The next business before the Commandery-in-Chief is the reception and refer
ence of communications from Divisions, to be called for alphabetically.
<>fficers'

FEATEBNAL

INSURANCE.

S. J. Chumbine, of Kansas: Commander. I move to suspend the rules and order
<if business, in order to present a matter which I consider of vital importance.
The Commasdeb in-Chief: Brother Crumbine, of Kansas, desires unanimous
consent to present at this time, as I understand, a motion relative to the appoint
ment of a special committee.
Is unanimous consent granted?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I would like
to inquire first, before I give my consent, what the nature of this committee is to
be — what the committee is for.
The Commandek-in-Chief: I understand it is to be a committee on insurance —
a committee to consider the advisability of creating an insurance feature within the
<irder.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, why should
not that take its usual course?
I am a little afraid of this thing of suspending the
rules.

The Commander-in-Chief:
I changed Brother Crumbine's request to the form in
which I stated it. in order to allow him to present his motion at this time, so that
the rules would not have to be suspended.
The objection, as I understand it, to
postponing this matter until it can come up in its regular order is, that then the
committee to be appointed will not have time to properly consider the matters that
will be brought before it. If it is to be considered at all, it will certainly be advan
tageous to have it carefully considered, and by appointing the committee at this
That is the reason for the
time there will be more time given for its consideration.
request.

Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, is this the
matter that has been presented before the Kansas Division, and acted upon by that
Division?
The Commandeu-in-Chief: It is. It was presented and favorably acted upon.
E. W. Kuackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I suggest that when Kansas is
called upon, this matter may be presented.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Then it would have to be referred to the proper
committee without debate.
It would then be referred to the Committee on Consti
tution, Rules and Regulations, and would not be referred to a special committee.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, as chairman
of the Committee on Constitution, Rules, and Regulations, I want to know if the
brothers from Kansas can have this matter incorporated in the Report of the Com
mittee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations?
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The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is desired to have a special committee appointed
to consider this question.
Past Commander J. B. Macoaee, of Massachusetts: Then we must dance to the
pleasure of that committee?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: No, sir; it will be required to report, of course, and
the report will be considered as the reports of other committees.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, would it not be
.simpler for the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations to consider this
matter and submit a special report upon it ? They must report back, and why can
not the two committees act jointly in the matter? It seems to me the Committee
on Constitution, Rules and Regulations can consider this matter just as well as a
special committee.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Do I understand the chairman of the Committee on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations to state that he thinks this matter should come
properly before his committee?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, it is proper that
it should go before the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations. That is
the committee that should act upon it and submit it to this convention.
I have no
objection to acting in conjunction with the brothers from Kansas, if they insist
upon it. and if the good of the Order would be promoted by it; but inasmuch as it
is n matter that must be incorporated in our committee's report, it strikes me that
that is the proper committee to discuss this matter and to present it. If we are to
simply consider the advisability of it, why cannot the regular committee do it as
well as a special committee?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The chairman of the Committee on Constitution,
Rules and Regulations objects, and a formal motion will have to be made for a sus
The matter cannot be presented by unanimous consent.
pension of the rules.
8. J. Cbumbine, of Kansas: Commander, I move a suspension of the rules and
order of business, and that a special committee be appointed upon the —
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I presume, Brother Crumbine, your motion is to
transpose the order of business and not to suspend the rules?
S. J. Cbumbine, of Kansas: Yes, Commander.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: So that new business may now be taken up?
S. J. Cbumbine, of Kansas: Yes, Commander.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Is the motion seconded?
J. D. Huston, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
It is moved and seconded that the order of business
"be transposed so that No. 11, new business, shall have precedence
over No. 7, recep
tion and reference of communications from Divisions.
The Adjutant General will
count.
The Adjutant General reported 29 in the affirmative, and 26 in the negative.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion is lost by a vote of 2!) to 2(5, a majority
of two-thirds being required to transpose the regular order. Therefore, we will pro
ceed with the regular order of business, the reception and reference of communica
tions from Divisions called alphabetically.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
COMMUNICATIONS

FBOM DIVISIONS.

When the Division of Indiana was reached
Past Commander John W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, on the question of
reference of communications from the Indiana Division, I would say that they have
a constitutional
matter to present, but that, without waiting for this order of busi
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I delivered it to Brother Macoabe, chairman of the Committee on Constitution.
Rules and Regulations.
When the Division of Michigan was reached ■-Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, 1 desire to inquire
whether the recommendations that have been adopted by the Michigan Division
have been handed to the Committee on Constitution. Rules and Regulations, or will
be properly brought before that committee.
I understand that if any Divisions have any commu
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
nications that they desire presented to that committee, they are to be presented now.
The matter that the Commander-in-Chief wrote for some time ago was for his per
sonal information, and for the use of the Adjutant General in preparing for the

ness,

Encampment.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall,, of Michigan : Commander, at the request of
the Adjutant General and the Colonel commanding the Michigan Division. I sub
mitted a copy of the resolutions of the Michigan Division in reference to the Ritual
I supposed, of course, they would come before the committee
and the Constitution.
in regular order, by the action of the Adjutant General. If I am not correct in this.
I desire an opportunity to present these resolutions. I haven't them here at this
moment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Has the Adjutant General any such report !
The Adjutant Genebal: Commander, except such as were called for for your
information some time ago, I have not.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: All the matter that was forwarded by the Division
officers to the Commander-in-Chief will be presented to the proper committees,

if

but the Division Commander should have beeu
prepared to present those resolutions in proper form.
W. H. Rekd. of Iowa: Commander, the Iowa Encampment
passed resolutions
regarding two separate matters — one was the instruction of delegates in regard to
The other two delegates are
the restoration of titles, and the other was for a Ritual.
not present, and I do not know whether they have the resolutions here or not: but is
there any way that I could get these matters before the oommittee, not having them
we can get it properly subdivided;

here present?

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

They can be submitted later to the Adjutant

Gen

eral.

S. J. Cbumbine, of Kansas: Referring back to Kansas, I would like to present a
I have uot the
matter in the shape of a communication from the Kansas Division.
However, if it would be in order to
communication with me at the present time.
make a motion that a special committee be appointed to act in conjunction with
the Committee on Constitution. Rules and Regulations, and consult about this mat
ter of insurance —

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
It is not in order at the present time. These recom
mendations must be presented by Divisions, and will be referred to their proper
committees without debate.
Whon the Division of Minnesota was reached
Past Commander E. H. Mn.nAM. of Minnesota: Commander. I would present
this communication from the Division of Minnesota.
The communication was passed to the Adjutant General.
When the Division of New Jersey was reached —
Commander Louis L. Dkake. of New Jersey: Commander, the Division of New
Jersey presents the following.
The communication was passed to the Adjutant General.
When the Division of Massachusetts was reached —
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J. B. Maccabb, of Massachusetts: Commander, Massaohnsetts
respectfully petitioning the Commandery-in-Chief for the restora

Past Commander
has a resolution

tion of titles.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Those resolutions will be presented to the Adjutant
General, and will be referred to the proper committee.
When the Division of Ohio was reached —
Past Commander W.m. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, the Ohio Division pre
sents the following communication.

The communication was passed to the Adjutant General.
When the Division of Missouri was reached —
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, Missouri is in the same
boat with Massachusetts.
When the Division of Kansas was reached —
Commander Fbank A. Agnew, of Kansas: Commander, 122 Camps out of 125 in
Kansas are in favor of the restoration of titles.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
Thk Commandeb-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Under the rules there should be no statement
of facts, but simply a reference of communications to the proper committees.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken.
The Adjutant General continued, and concluded the calling of the roll.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Is there any other Division which has a communica
tion to present? If not, the next order of business is the reception and reference
of communications from Camps and individuals.
Are there any communications
from Camps or individuals?
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, there is a communica
tion from Camp No. 51. St. Louis, in the hands of the delegation, but the member
having it not being present, I ask permission to present it later.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It may be presented to the Adjutant General later,

and will be referred to the proper committee. Any further communications?
If
not, unfinished business is in order. If there is no unfinished business, reports of
committees are in order. Is the Committee on Ritual ready to report ?
Past Commander John W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, if you have refer
ence to the permanent Committee on Ritual from the last Encampment, I would
say, as chairman of the committee, that we are ready to report at the pleasure of
The report will be read, when it shall suit the Encampment, by
the Encampment.
Brother Krackowizer, who uses language fluently and rapidly.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The report called for was the report of the perma
nent Committee on Ritual.
Brother Krackowizer, secretary of the Committee on Ritual, submitted and read
the following report:

REPORT

OF COMMITTEE ON REVISED RITUAL.

To the Eleventh Annual Encampment, S. V., U. S. A.:
The authority under and purpose for which your committee was appointed may
be gathered from the following extracts from the minutes of the Tenth Annual En
campment, Commandery-in-Chief S. V., C. S. A., held at Minneapolis, August 24 28,
1891:

" Your
special committee, appointed and instructed by the Ninth Annual Enoampment, in accordance with the recommendation of Commander Griffin (Journal, p. IS*),
and the terms of the resolution submitted by the Committee on Officers' Reports
(Journal, p. 137), begs leave to report as follows: . . .
Your committee has, therefore, thought it wise to prepare the following prelim
!
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inary outline for your approval, and hereby moves the adoption of the resolution
thereunto annexed, to give the same force and effect.
A. General instructions unchanged, excepting verbal alterations conforming
same to revised Constitution, Rules and Regulations, which, of course, will have to
be done all through.
B. Opening ceremonies condensed, with substitution of several Post-system
phrases and its prayer.
C. Order of business slightly changed and condensed.
D. Closing ceremonies condensed, with substitution of doxology:
Praise God from whom all blessing flow!
Praise Him. all creatures here below!
Praise Him above, upon yon shore.
Our fathers, who have gone befort

—

for hymn; the closing prayer stricken out.
E. G. A. R. obligation unchanged.
F. Muster-in ceremonies slightly condensed; instruction of recruits (and of such
brothers as may wish or need it ) in secret work, after the same has been briefly out
lined before the Camp, shall be given in the ante-room, whereupon they must work
their way into the Camp in due form.
G. Organization ceremonies condensed.
H. Installation ceremonies much condensed.
I. Burial service — that of Post system, slightly amended.
J. Memorial service -that of Past Col. H. H. Hammer, amended,
if. Division and C. in C, opening and closing ceremonies new and brief, but im
pressive.
M. Patriotic ritual. It is proposed further to prepare the ceremonial and ritual
for three instructive services, to lie held monthly in rotation, i. p., each one in every
quarter, under the direction of the Chaplain; illustrating by word and deed the formaative ( revolution), constructive (constitution I .and preservative (rebellion) epochs
of our country's history, with appropriate quotations, tableaux, and lantern pictures,
combining instructive entertainment with patriotic edification of the best sort.
Wherefore, resolred. That the Committee on Revision of Ritual be and it is hereby
instructed to prepare a new edition of the Ritual, conforming to the above 13
propositions, marked consecutively A to M, for early distribution in proof-slips, to
be submitted to the criticism of practical trial during the coming year; all suggested
amendments or substitutions to be turned into (national) headquarters on or before
May 1, 1892. so that a final report may be rendered in perfect form at the next Na
tional Encampment.
This report, as its full text shows in the proceedings quoted, was not arrived at
hastily by the committee itself, for not only had the concurrent opinion of the Order
at large been sought, though in most instances ineffectually, as to what changes were
desirable in our ritualistic work, but in deference to a rather vaguely defined demand in
some quarters for a more '"extended ritual." your committee had carefully elaborated
ritual, the text and ceremonial of which
the outlines of a progressive three-degree
Yet upon a careful
should be historical, instructive, and patriotically inspiring.
canvass of the leading and decisive opinions among the delegates assembling, it was
found that no such extended work could for the present command the support of
anything like a respectable minority, even among the Order's working membership,
but that it seemed to be the general opinion that the old Ritual was good and charac
teristic enough in its main features, and. when stripped of its redundancies and gram
matically edited, best suited to the comprehension and use of the rank and file of
And so it seemed to strike the Encampment, for immediately upon
veterans' sons.
its presentation, in advance of the regular order, the report was adopted unanimously,
despite the committee's repeated warning that more extended inquiry and debate
were called for.
Further study of the minutes will show that the committee's judgment in this re
gard was also correct, since the advocates of the three-degree Ritual soon realized
their self-inflicted defeat, and with the parliamentary aid of the committee were en
abled to secure a reconsideration of the entire matter. This resulted, in due course
of time, despite a somewhat protracted and not always nor altogether harmonious
debate, in the unanimous readoption of the committee's report.
In accordance with the instructions thus received, the old Ritual was therefore
carefully edited and pruned, so as to reduce its bulk by about one-quarter, retaining
all the essential features, and adding nothing, except where the verbal context or
ceremonial action seemed imperatively to require it. This revision was, in due
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course of time, promulgated by the Commander-in-Chief
manders with the following instructions:

through the Division Com

1. That the sunie be not only read, but also duly exemplified before the Camps in special meeting*
for this purpose called.
2. That they be returned to the Adjutant General marked "Ritual Revises,*' on or before May 1
next, with such criticisms, amendments, additions and substitutions thereunto annexed as by vote of
the Camp may be thought necessary or desirable.
3. That In each ca.se the Camp's preference be given, whether (a) for limp or stiff covers, and ( b)
for some opening side or lengthwise.

In how far a reasonably intelligent and diligent compliance with this demand
has been observed throughout the Order, the tabulation of responses hereunto an
nexed will show.
Yonr committee, while in no wise anxious to evade its duty, is
nevertheless careful to avoid any expression of judgment or criticism in this re
gard, believing that the material thus placed at the disposition of the Commanderyin-Chief, and Order at large carries with it its own inevitable conclusions.
It is so
clear, however, that what with the prevailing apathy of the mass, and the aggres
sively conflicting opinions and prejudices of the few, substantial unanimity of agree
ment cannot be obtained at this stage of the Order's development, your committee
feels no hesitation in concluding its report with the following recommendations:
1. That the old Ritual be continued in use with such verbal edition as the cor
rect use of English grammar requires, and the revised Ritual supplies;
2. That the general instructions, order of business, G. A. R. obligation, muster
of Camps, installation ceremonies, Encampment ceremonies, burial services (all
amended as hereunto annexed), memorial service, patriotic exercises, be respect
fully prefixed and added; and
3. That this edition of our Ritual be decreed final, without change or addition of
any kind, for the next three years, pending which individual members, Camps and
Divisions are requested, from time to time, to transmit to headquarters any altera
tions or substitutions such as may thereafter seem desirable, these suggestions to
be carefully kept on file with this report and its underlying material, and the plates
of the last revision, at national headquarters, for the guidance of a Ritual Com
mittee of not more than five members of not less than five years' membership, to
work out an authorized revision for adoption by the Commandery-in-Chief three
years hence.
Consolidation of Reports and Recommendations.
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Only 25.97 per cent, of Camps reported;
For new Ritual
"
with amendments
'■
old Ritual

11.1 percent.
8.0
15.61
11
3.53
14.85
48.92
74.03

"
"
"
"

"

with amendments
three degrees
The remainder, fault-finding and condemnation
Number of Camps not reporting at all

"

of these —

All of which

only

is respectfully submitted, in

F.

C. and

L.

NEWTON, Chairman.
E. W. KRACKOWIZER, Secretary.
E. H. MILHAM.
JOHN

W.

E. W. Kkackowizek, of Wisconsin: The committee submits this report, and gives
synopsis of the answers returned by each Camp in relation to the proposed new
It will be observed that it is a kick in each instance.
Kitual.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I understood the Committee on Ritual also to state
that they annex to their report a proposed new Ritual.
E. W. Kbackowizeb. of Wisconsin: Oh, no, Commander; I will read those recom
mendations, lest there be any misapprehension.
Brother Krackowizer read the recommendations.
The Commandek-in-Chief: I have not heard them read, but 1 understand the
committee desire to report certain amendments to this Ritual.
There may be some
question in regard to the cream of the old, and we do not know whether they are
going to report installation ceremonies for the Division Encampment or Commandery-in-Chief in the report or not.
E. W. Khaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: I was just going to read the second recom
mendation, to the effect —
The Commandek-in-Chief:
If you will read it you will find you leave out the
word ''installation."
E. W. Kkackowizeb. of Wisconsin: Commander, that is covered by the general
instruction.
Whatever is not mentioned here is taken right out of the old bodily.
The Commandeb-in-C'hikf: Is it not the purpose of this committee to report to
the Commaiidery-in-Chief
exactly what Ritual they desire to have made final for
n

three years?

E. W. Kkackowizeb,

of Wisconsin:

The Commandek-in-Chief:

Does

Commander, is that to be read as a whole?
that we will accept

the committee anticipate

that Ritual without reading it?
E. W. Kkackowizeb. of Wisconsin: Commander, the recommendation is, that this
report be referred to the regular Committee on Ritual now. without discussion. That
is the purpose.

Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall,, of Michigan: Commander, do I understand
Brother Krackowizer to make that as a motion?
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, we have no choice in the mat
We prepared this report for the Commandery-in-Chief and favor its adoption.
ter.
But in the meanwhile a Committee on Ritual has been appointed, and we conceived
that this report would be quasi in the nature of the reports of officers, and be re
ferred to the proper committee, by them to be reported to the Commandery-in-Chief
for discussion and adoption.
We are perfectly willing to submit this report and go
extensively into the details and have them discussed, but we supposed the proper
way was for this report to go to the regular Committee on Ritual.
The Commandeb in-Chief: What is the pleasure of the Commandery-in-Chief in
regard to the report of the special Committee on Ritual?
Tast Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander. I move the ref
erence of the report of the special Committee on Ritual to the regnlar Committee on
Ritual.
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Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I second the motion.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I would like to
inquire if the reference of this report from the special oommittee to the regular
■committee appointed by this Commandery-in-Chief discharges the old oommittee?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Not as the resolution now reads.
Inspectob Genebal Henby Fbazee, of Ohio: Commander,
offer that amend
ment; that the committee be discharged.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Miohigan:
Commander,
aocept the
amendment.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I would like to
nave an understanding about the oommittee named in that report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The committee consists of Brothers Newton, of In
diana; Milham, of Minnesota, and Erackowizer, of Wisoonsin — that is the oommit
tee to be discharged.
Past Commander J. B. Maocabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, my conception
of the motion at Minneapolis, as I understood it, was that that committee was sim
ply to be continued in the capacity of editors — I believe that I quote from Brother
Erackowizer, to that effect.
Now, this committee has gone on and rendered some
service,
good
undoubtedly, but there is a bill of expenses, and if this committee was
continued only in the capacity of editors,
want to make a motion to —
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I was going to suggest that that committee should
not be discharged without the payment of the bills they have incurred being pro
vided for. Our Constitution provides that no oommittee shall be discharged until
all bills incurred by it have been adjusted.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I rise to a point
of order. If that is the Constitution, the motion is out of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I would suggest that the amendment read, that the
committee be discharged as soon as their bills have been audited by the Council-inChief.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I am no stick
ler on that point, but I want some time specified when this oommittee shall present
their bill, and I want to have that committee legalized. That oommittee was not
appointed, as a matter of fact, by this Commandery-in-Chief; it was simply contin
ued. I am perfectly willing to take Brother Erackowizer's
evidence in support of
my claim.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : The resolution provided that the committee should
prepare a new edition, etc., of the Ritual, and that the suggested amendments were
to be reported to headquarters, so that the final report might be rendered in per
The natural and inevitable infer
fected form at the next National Encampment.
ence from the last section of that resolution was, that the oommittee was continued
in power, and was to report to this National Encampment.
Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I am perfectly
willing that that oommittee should be legalized. I think it has done good work,
but that committee was organized at the same time that the Committee on Revision
of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations was organized. Now, if that committee
is legal, all well and good; but I honestly believe that that committee has no legal
existence — the standing committee, so-called — as I understand it, and I was very
careful, and I made inquiry at the time as to how long this oommittee was to con
tinue, and I think it was Brother Erackowizer
who, in reply to my inquiry, said
'"only to edit the new Ritual, or the proposed Ritual."
respeotfully ask Brother
Erackowizer if that is not so.

I

I

I

I

—8
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The Commandeb-in-Chief: Can Brother Krackowizer give Brother Maccabe any
information?
E. W. Kbackovvtzeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I suggest that our committee
should not be placed in the embarrassing position of answering questions that
might more properly be answered by the Commander-in-Chief.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander. I am obliged
to the gentleman for his courteous reply.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The question before the house is upon the motion to
refer to the Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies the report of the standing com
mittee, and an amendment was made and accepted providing for the discharge of
the standing committee.
Brother Maccabe has the floor.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander. I rise for infor
mation. I ask as to what and when and by what authority the so-called standing
Committee on Ritual has purBued its labors for the last year?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: By the authority of the resolution adopted by the
last Encampment.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Will the Commander kindly
have the resolution read ?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Adjutant General will read the resolution, to be
found on page 132 of the Proceedings of the Minneapolis Encampment.
The Adjutant General read the resolution, as follows:
Wherefore, resolved, That the Committee on Revision of Ritual be and it hereby
is instructed to prepare a new edition of the Ritual, conforming to the above 15
propositions, marked consecutively "A" to "O," for early distribution in proof
AU
slips, to be submitted to the criticism of practical trial during the coming year.
suggested amendments and substitutions to be reported to headquarters on or be
fore May 1, 1892, so that a final report may be rendered in perfected form at the
next National Encampment.

Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Who introduced that resolu
tion y
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The committee itself.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I have a distinct
recollection of sitting right at the Adjutant General's table when a resolution was
introduced, and it was my understanding that I did »Bk Brother Krackowizer, or the
members of that committee, how long they intended to have that committee contin
Brother Krackowizer's reply to me was, only to edit it. I was somewhat sur
ued.
prised when I got to Minneapolis to find that the committee was in session; but I
have no opposition to it, and my only desire, notwithstanding the courteous reply
of the brother from Wisconsin, is simply to give that committee a legal standing,
which I do not honestly think they have now. and I think that they ought to receive
Their hotel bills should be paid, and their railroad fare. It
some compensation.
was simply my desire that that committee be compensated in that respect.
do not
believe the committee has any legal existence, and if I was n member of the Councilin-Chief I would not be in favor of auditing their bills. I would not approve their
bills simply because I do not think they have any legal standing. If they have, then
the Committee on Revision of the Constitution and By-Laws, appointed at the same
time, have just as much right, precisely, to be continued in office, because they were
appointed at the same time .and under the same resolution.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If Brother Maccabe will read the remarks on page
138 of the proceedings at Minneapolis, he will find that Brother Maccabe at that
time referred to the possibility of their having to come together in May, as provided
for by the resolution, and said if that was so, the laborer was worthy of his hire. etc.

I
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Brother Maccabe has no further argument to make, the question will be put on

the pending motion.

Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, it was well
known to everybody who attended the Minneapolis Encampment that the Committee
on Ritual was to be discharged then and there.
Now there is the meat of the whole
thing in a nutshell.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The Commandery-in-Chief, unfortunately, did not
not
such
resolution
and
did
pass
disoharge the committee. On the contrary, it
resolution,
recommended
a
as
by the committee, providing for that commit
passed
It may have been a mistake, but that is the record.
tee to report this year.
Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: I am always a beautiful
kicker when a committee is to be continued to spend the boys' money. I am satis
fied that it was the intention of the members of the Minneapolis convention that
that committee should be discharged at that time. If, however, that resolution reads
just as the Adjutant General read it, I have nothing more to say.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : Is there any further discussion? The present reso
lution provides for the discharge of the committee. I would suggest that that be
amended by the addition of the words "as soon as their bills have been audited by
the Council-in-Chief."
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, that was amended
at your suggestion.
accept that amendment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The question before the house is the reference to the
Committee on Ritual and Ceremonies of the report of this standing Committee on
Ritual, and that the standing Committee on Ritual be discharged upon the presen
tation and auditing of their bills, and that they present the same to the Council-inChief at once.
The motion was unanimously carried.
Are there any other committees to report f

I

COMMUNICATION

FBOM THE DIVISION

OF

NEW YOBK.

Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I ask that
from the New York Division.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
If there is no objection, the communication from the
Division of New York may be handed to the Adjutant General, to be referred to the
proper committee.
Are there any other committees ready to report at the present time?

I

Commander

Winfield Scott

may be permitted to file a communication

BEPOBT OF PBESB

COMMITTEE.

E. AV. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, the report of the Press Com
mittee is complete, but I have not been able to secure a meeting of the members of
that committee who may be present. I know of but one. If it is permissible to let
that report go until a later period in the Encampment, until the committee can be
called together, I would make that request.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Are there any other committees ready to report?
Seniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
Fulleb: Commander, I .agreed to assist, or
do my share of the work at least, in the Council-in-Chief, and promised to be there
at 3:30 o'clock, and respectfully ask to be excused at this time.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, Senior Vice-Commander-inChief Fuller will be excused andPaBt Commander Wessells, of Connecticut, detailed
to fill the station.
Is there any new business to come before the Encampment ? I would suggest,
as none of the committees of this Encampment are yet ready to report, if it is de
sirable to act upon the suggestion contained in the report of the Commander-in
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Chief, that each Division Commander state his views as to the cause of our lack of
growth, the time might be profitably spent in that way at the present moment.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I do not believe that a
majority of the Press Committee will be here, and, for my part, would like to ask
the Encampment's consent that Brother Erackowizer read hie report, as he has it at
present prepared. I am anxious to know what that committee has done, and what
it is for. I want to hear the report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
If the chairman of the National Press Committee
feels justified in presenting his report it will be considered.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, it is in the nature of an opin
ion, the report of the chairman, and the several members of our Press Committee.
Chairman Krackowizer submitted and read the following report from the Press
Committee:

I

REPORT OF NATIONAL PRESS COMMITTEE.
When the Committee on Resolutions, Commander Young, of Washington, chair
man, reported the recommendation, of which he himself was author, (and which may
be found at the top of page 332 of the proceedings of the last Encampment.) ac
cording to which it became the duty of the several Division Commanders to nomin
ate, within 80 days from close of said Encampment, some brother for their respective
Divisions to be appointed as a member of the National Press Committee by the
Commander-in-Chief, it seemed that a long step bad been taken in the right direc
tion, to secure thorough and systematic publicity for the affairs of our Order. But
experience has taught that the machinery thus sought to be organized is far too
Whatever might be the
complicated and cumbersome to achieve adequate results.
case if the discipline and morals of our Order were better in the matter of procur
ing loyal obedience to General and Division Orders and intelligent compliance
with official requests.it is certain that as things stand neither prompt nor harmoni
ous action can be achieved through the agency of a committee the bulk of whose
membership is not appointed until three months or more after the Encampment,
while some Division Commanders do not comply with this requirement at all,
though repeatedly urged to do so in General Orders and by circular from the chair
man of this committee.
In the selection of members, moreover, too few Commanders seemed to consider
practical newspaper training and employment in some of the larger news centers of
any consequence whatsoever, but, whether deeming the position a merely honorary
one or just so much more individual patronage, in many cases recommended the
names of brothers who, however worthy and willing, lacked the capacity or oppor
tunity, or both, for efficiently doing the work, as even a superficial study of the cir
culars issued by the chairman of this committee, and hereunto annexed, will show.
His energies from first to last were accordingly directed toward the procurement
of the information and suggestions necessary for the perfection of some practical
working plan: but with what success may be inferred from what is said as well as
Like the lad who monkeyed with
■what is left unsaid in each succeeding circular.
the mule, the chairman may not be as pretty as when he began these investigations,
but he certainly knows a blamed sight more, and therefore feels no hesitation in rec
ommending that the Press Committee and its work be hereafter constituted as fol
lows:
1. That the committee consist of not more than seven practical, working mem
bers of the daily metropolitan press, one each, say, in (a) Springfield, Providence,
or Hartford: (b) Baltimore, Buffalo, or Pittsburg; (c) Cincinnati, Indianapolis, or
Milwaukee; (d) St. Louis, Kansas City, or Omaha; (e) Des Moines, St. Paul, or Min
neapolis; (/) Washington, Nashville, or Louisville; and (g) Helena, Tacoma, or Se
attle. A capable and active journalist brother thus located would find allotted to
himself well-defined and contiguous territory, and enable him through the usual
channels to supply its press with readable and interesting information concerning
our Order, of as much value to the papers themselves as to us.
2. These committee members should organize a plan for interchanging clippings,
manifoldings, etc., so as to disseminate matter of general interest throughout the
country.
3. The Adjutant General, Division Commanders and Camp Commanders should
place upon their mailing list (for advance copies at that) the names and addresses
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of the committee members covering their territory, and not only orders and circu
lars, but all other pertinent printed matter, such as the programmes of lectures,
camp-fires, entertainments, dances, and the like, as -well as clippings from papers,
which should be transmitted, but transmitted promptly.
4. It should be the special province of the chairman of the committee to receive
from each committee member all the matter thus boiled down and published by
them, for the purpose of placing the same at the disposition of the several tele
graphic, plate and ready-print news and publishing associations, some of which
make specialties of seoret society and GraDd Army as well as affiliated society news,
preparing also for all national holidays special illustrated matter of great interest
and usefulness to our Order, samples of which are hereunto annexed. Finally, and
this should go without saying —
5. Each committee member should supply to the Order's paper or papers within
his territory all the matter which he may work up, being supplied in return with
In this connection, it seems proper to state
regular exchange copies, of course.
that, of the entire list of papers, numbering 25, founded during the past six years as
special organs of our Order, but six remain to tell the tale to-day. From the mostextensively advertised and gilt-edged stock-company monthly to the humblest local
6x10 of the best as well as least promise, they have gone the way of all flesh.
And
this for two reasons chiefly: Because they were neither run as newspapers nor as
financial investments, but rather as the organs of personal ambitions, grievances, or
hobbies. Of the few that remain to-day, but one has been in existence a sufficient
Yet it
length of time to warrant the claim of its being an established institution.
is not secret that even this has been maintained only at the expenditure of the
greatest sacrifices of its editor and publisher, who has ever loyally and conscien
tiously sought to serve the interests of the Order at large, and never refused any
brother or cause a fair hearing in its columns.
In the humble opinion of the undersigned, therefore, as a practical newspaper
man, and earnest, though humble, laborer for the good of the Order, no one other
thing of secondary importance is more likely to bear better fruit for the cause we
have at heart than the more general and generous support of the National Reveille
— not that there is no room for other or even better publications, at least of local
circulation, but that the long continuance (six years) and central location (Chicago)
of this paper make it the most promising as well as convenient medium for develop
ment for the Order at large.
This report would be incomplete without special acknowledgment of the intelli
gent enterprise manifested by Commander Young, of the Division of Washington
and Alaska, in promptly adopting and carrying out one of the best suggestions
contained in the circulars appended — the printing as an unofficial appendix to
orders of bright, short, newsy paragraphs, under the head of " Division News
Notes."
All of which is submitted in F. C. and L. by
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, Chairman.
Commander, I will not, unless called upon,
only say that all or a great many of them were
properly addressed to all the members of the committee, to all the Division Com
manders, to all the papers of our Order.
In no one instance was more than a very
slight fraction of return made. Some Commanders sent their files, others sent
fractions of files; none of them sent anything like complete files. It was impossi
ble to obtain to any simple question, any fundamental question, a direct answer,
and
believe that, whatever else may be proven, or otherwise, by this report, it
contains an abundance of material to show how it should not be done, and to show
what is a sad truth, that the system of correspondence and obedience to orders,
and compliance with requisitions through official channels in our Order, is of the
I say it in the most emphatic manner, because there is
very laxest description.
abundance of material to prove it. I would suggest that this report, if it is permis
sible, be referred to the Committee on Officers' Reports, as probably the most suit
able committee to which it could go.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the report of the chairman
of the Press Committee will be referred to the Committee on Officers' Reports.
E. W. Kbaokowizeb,

of Wisconsin:

read the circulars annexed.

I
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I was going to suggest, in view of the statement in that report, that the Com
mander-in-Chief, just before leaving New York, had a most beautiful instance of the
value of some members of the National Press Committee. Just before leaving New
York, I received the resignation of a member of the National Press Committee,
addressed
to Leland J. Webb, Commander-in-Chief, forwarded to me from Topeka,
It
Kas.
is needless to say that the resignation of that member of the Press
Committee was accepted instanter.
FBATEBNAL

INSURANCE.

Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, are we acting now under
the order entitled "New Business" ?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: We are practically acting under the order of new
business. There were no further reports of committees to be received, but I pre
sume there will be reports of committees received later.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Would it be necessary, if new busi
ness is brought up now, to suspend the rules?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I think it would be.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: I move you, then. Commander, that
the rules be suspended, and that the order of business be transposed so that a spe
cial committee, consisting of five members of this Encampment, of which Dr. Crumbine, of Kansas, be chairman, shall be appointed by the Commander-in-Chief, to
consider a plan of insurance, to report to this Encampment.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, I heartily second
that motion.
The C'ommandeb-in-Chief: I hope the brother will modify his motion so as to
make it a committee of three.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I will do that.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the order of business
be transposed so that a motion may be made, under the head of new business, for
the appointment of a special committee. You have heard the motion. Is there any
discussion ?
John F. Human, of Missouri: Commander, I would like to amend that resolution
so as to refer the matter to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations,
and have them report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That would not be a proper amendment to the mo
tion. If you wish to accomplish that result, you have simply to vote against the
motion.
The motion was agreed to.
MESSAGES OF CONGRATULATION.

The Adjutant Genkkal: Commander,

I

have

here some

communications

and

telegrams.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, we will hear them at this
time.
The Adjutant Genebal: The following is from Past Commander-in-Chief Webb:
Tofeka, Kas., August 8, 1892.
To Adjutant General Raphael Tobias:
Express to Commandery-in-Chief my congratulations and fraternal regards, and
my regrets that illness compelled me to return home as I was on my way to En
Leland J. Webb.
campment.
And this from Andrew 3. Guilford Camp, Chicago:
Chicago, III., August 9, 1892.
Bartow
Gen.
S. Weeks, Commander S. of V. Encampment:
Andrew J. Guilford Camp, No. 362, sends greetings to Eleventh Annual Encamp
ment. Unanimously we ask for the continuation of the Sons of Veterans' Guards.
A. L. Guilfobd, Commander.
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Past Commander William* E. Bondy, of Ohio: Commander, I am not sure
now that it is necessary to move the appointment of this committee — the order of
business has been transposed.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That motion should be made.
FBATEBNAL

INSUBANCE.

Past Commander William E. Bondy, of Ohio: Then I move, Commander, that
the Commander-in-Chief now appoint a committee consisting of three, of which
Doctor Crumbine, of Kansas, shall be chairman, to consider the advisability of adopt
ing a plan of insurance for this Order.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander,
second that motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commander-in-Chief would suggest that as
the mover of the resolution has named the chairman of the committee, he had
better name the other members of it. I would suggest that amendment. The
Commander-in-Chief does not desire to appoint any committee unless he can ap
point all members of it.
Past Commander William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I meant no dis
courtesy whatever to the Commander-in-Chief of this Order when I made that motion.
desire simply to state, however, that there is one brother in this Encampment who
particularly has made the question of insurance a study, and who, as I understand
it, has devised a plan which it will be well worth the time of this Encampment to
know full well, Mr. Commander, and gentlemen of this Encamp
carefully consider.
ment, that there are differences of opinion on this question as to whether or not we
should have a plan of fraternal insurance. I do not think this is the plaoe to coneider that question, but that first we should have a committee. As I say, sir, I meant
no discourtesy to the Commander-in-Chief, and I am willing to trust him, so far as
that is concerned, to appoint this particular gentleman as chairman of that com
mittee, and if it is understood that he will be appointed chairman of that com
mittee, I will revise my motion; otherwise I will have to let it stand.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I understand the motion to stand as originally made.
The motion is that a committee of three be appointed, of which Doctor Crumbine,
of Kansas, shall be chairman, to consider the advisability of adopting a plan of in
surance for this Order? Is there any discussion?
Judge Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I move as an
amendment to that motion that the committee consist of one, and that be the party
named in the resolution, and that he be given one hour to make a report to this En
campment of the good things he has in store for us.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I seoond the motion that there
be a committee appointed as judges to sit upon the merits of Doctor Crumbine's
suggestions: he to present to them and they to present the matter to the Encamp
ment. That is the purpose of the motion, as I understand it.
D. C. Yates, of Illinois: Commander, I would suggest that Brother Bundy with
draw his motion and allow the Commander-in-Chief to appoint the committee. I
think that would be proper. I suppose there are others who have made this subject
a study as well as Doctor Crumbine, and the matter would be intelligently consid
ered even if he should not be appointed on the committee.
S. J. Cbumbine, of Kansas: Commander, it would be perfectly agreeable to me if
the gentleman who made the motion will withdraw my name.
I would not like to
present this plan to the Encampment according to the motion of the brother across
the way. It is purely a skeleton outline, and I prefer to present it to the commit
tee, so that it would be properly discussed and brought before the Commandery in
proper form.
Past Commander William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I ask unanimous
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consent to strike out of my motion the words, "of which Doctor Crumbine, of Kan
sas, shall be chairman."
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Is unanimous consent granted to strike out that pro
vision of the motion?
Past Commander Fbanx MoCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, have you not two
motions before the house?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Two motions were made; one was not seconded.
Judoe-Advocate'Geneeal R. Shaw 'Van, of Iowa: Commander, with the consent
of my second and this Commandery-in-Chief, I will withdraw my motion or my
amendment.
The Commandeb-in-Chxef: The motion of Judge-Advocate General Shaw Van is
Now, is consent given for Brother Bundy to
withdrawn by nnanimous consent.
If so, the question recurs upon the motion
amend his motion as indicated by him?
to
as amended, that a committee of three be appointed by the Commander-in-Chief
consider the advisability of adopting a plan of insurance for this Order.
The motion was agreed to, and the Commander-in-Chief appointed upon that
committee Senior Vioe-Commander-in-Chief Fuller, chairman of the committee, Doc
tor Crumbine, and Brother Loebenstein. Is there any further business — any com
mittees to report?
DISCUSSION ON THE STATE OF THE OBDEB.

J.

D. Houston, of Ohio:

Commander, there being apparently no further business
by the Commander-in-Chief, I

at this hour, in accordance with the suggestion made

move that an hour be devoted to the consideration of the questions referred to by
him relative to the growth of the Order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is now 4 o'clock. We can safely take two hours
for that purpose, if it is desirable.
Commander Winfield Scott Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I second
the motion.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I move an
amendment, making it an hour and a half ; that will let us out at half-past rive.
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I accept the amendment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that time, not to exceed
an hour and a half, be devoted to the discussion of questions relative to the growth
of the Order.
The motion was agreed to.
Past Commander H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, I move we now
take recess until to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock.
Commander E. W. Raymond: I think we ought to assemble at 9 o'clock, and
make that as an amendment.
Feank A. Aqnew, of Kansas: Commander, I second the motion to take recess.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is the amendment to take the recess until 9 o'clock

I

accepted?

Past Commander H. B. Baouley,
sent of my second,

I

of West Virginia: Commander, with the con

accept the amendment.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that recess be taken until
to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I simply wish before adjournment to call
up a matter of courtesy that should be nttended to. If I may be permitted to state
what it is before adjournment, I will do so.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, Brother Houston may pro
ceed.
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THE LADIES'

AID.

J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, the Sixth Annual Encampment of the
Ladies' Aid Society is now in session, and I think that a committee, consisting of
two or three, shonld be appointed for the purpose of conveying our fraternal greet
ings to them while they are in session.
I move that such committee be appointed.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will Brother Baguley withdraw his motion for recess
for the present?
Past Commander H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Yes, Commander; and sec
ond Brother Houston's motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: How large a committee shall be appointed?
Chaplain-in-Chief George W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I move
the committee consist of five.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that a committee of five be
appointed to present to the Ladies' Aid Society, now in session, our fraternal greet
ings.
The motion was agreed to, and the Commander-in-Chief
appointed Brother
Houston, of Ohio; Brother Wilcox, of New York; Commander Agnew, of Kansas;
Chaplain-in-Chief Pollitt and Commander Drake, of New Jersey.
Past Commander H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, I renew my
motion to take recess until to-morrow morning at 9 o "clock.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, do I understand that the
motion to discuss the growth of the Order to-morrow morning prevailed?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: We are taking a recess in the midst of that special
order. The motion was that we devote not more than an hour and a half to the con
sideration of the Commander-in-Chief's
suggestions, and we take recess on that
special order.
The motion was agreed to, and the Commandery-in-Chief took a recess until t>
o'clock a. m., Wednesday, August 10, 1892.

WEDNESDAY MORNING SESSION.
August
The Commandery-in-Chief

10, 1892, 9

o'clock

was called to order by the Commander-in-Chief.

A. M.

Past

Commander Foster was detailed to fill the station of the Senior Vice-Commander-inPast Commander Rosenhaupt was detailed to fill the station of the Junior
Chief.
Vice-Commander- in-Chief.
The Adjutant General called the roll and announced no quorum present.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The Adjutant General reports, on roll-call, no quo
rum present.
The Officer of the Day and the Officer of the Guard will bring before
In the
the Encampment all absentees that they can find within the city limits.
meanwhile the business of this Encampment will be suspended.
9:30 o'clock a.m.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Brothers present who were not present at the rollcall will please take their station at t he altar.
The Officer of the Day will enter with
the absentees.
Brothers, I regret that you have delayed the proceedings of this En
campment, and made it necessary to send the Officer of the Day and the Officer of
the Guard out to procure a quorum so that we could transact business.
trust that

I
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at the next session brothers will attend promptly.
You may now be seated, and the
Adjutant General will again call the roll of the Encampment.
The Adjutant General called the roll and announced a quorum present.
Commander Fbank A. Agnew, of Kansas: Commander, Brother Arthur B. Callaham, of Kansas, is now present; he just arrived this morning.
He is a delegate
from the Kansas Division.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The Adjutant General will record Arthur B. Callaham as present and issue to him a delegate's badge.
Has the Committee on Cre
dentials any further report to present?
BEFOBT OF COMMITTEE

ON CBEDENTIAL8.

The Adjutant Genebal: The Committee on Credentials reports on the certifi
cate handed in by Commander W. E. Smith, of Pennsylvania, certifying that Emil
Poerstel, jr., was elected to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Harry
Eisenbeise. He is therefore authorized to represent the Division of Pennsylvania
in this Encampment, and the committee reports favorably, and asks that the brother
be seated.

Reynold W. Wilcox, of New York: Commander, I move the report of the
mittee be accepted and concurred in.
Edwaed A. Wells, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

com

communication fbom division of west vibginia.
Past Commander H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, I have a com
munication here I would like to have referred to the Committee on Constitution,
Rules and Regulations, without reading; it is for an amendment to the Constitution.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The communication presented by Past Commander
Baguley will be referred to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations,
if there is no objection. The chair hears none, and the communication will be so
referred. It may be handed to the Adjutant General.
Judoe-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, one of our alter
I would like to know if he is not entitled
nates. George B. Gray, is here from Iowa.
to a badge and have his name entered as present.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is the delegate present?
Judoe- Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: The delegate is present, Com
mander, but if I understand it the alternate is entitled to all the privileges of this
floor except that of voting.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The alternate is entitled to a badge.
DI8CU88I0N

ON STATE OF

THE OBDEB.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The special order set for this morning is the consid
eration by the Encampment of the question of the growth of the Order, in accord
ance with the recommendation contained in the report of the Commander-in-Chief,
and it is proposed to hear from every commanding officer present, and also Past
Commanders of Divisions, who can give us any information that may be of value in
that regard.
The call will be by Divisions, and the first Division to be called is
Alabama and Tennessee.
The Adjutant General called the roll of Divisions.
When t he Division of Arkansas was called —
Past Commander J. H. Wilkins, of Arkansas: Commander, coming from the
South, as I do, I realize that there is a lack of interest in our Order. After having
heard the reports of the various officers of this Commandery-in-Chief, I am led to
the conclusion that instead of having an increase of membership we are having a
At least,
decrease: perhaps in the last year we have had a decrease in membership.
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I am quite sure there is a great falling-off, and cannot attribute it to any other
cause except to a general lack of interest in our Order. I oan only speak for our
own Division. We have many difficulties in the way, because, unfortunately, it is
the fact that our Order in that country is composed principally of brothers of one
political faith, and we naturally meet antagonism from those who do not understand
our aims. They really believe and contend that the loyalty which we teach is loyalty
It is very hard for us to eradicate that idea, and make
to a political institution.
them believe that in our Order loyalty means loyalty to the Government, loyalty to
the constitution, loyalty to the flag. They do n't seem to appreciate or understand
it; and until the time comes when that is fully understood, we naturally will have
up-hill work.

I

of lack of interest is our routine business, but I
to a very great extent by the adoption of a Ritual.
I don't know that it is exactly in place to say it just now, but I am in favor of a
I want to have a three-degree Ritual, and have one rank de
three-degree Ritual.
voted entirely to amusement and sport — for instance, upon the plan of friendship,
think would very appropriately come in. I think in that way we could cre
which
ate an interest.
I am sure that I speak the truth when I say that more than half of
the members of our Order belong to the Knights of Pythias.
Those who do under
It will
stand very well what I mean by a degree or rank of sport and amusement.
not conflict in any way with another rank of patriotism.
Just as near as we can
come to the second degree of the Knights of Pythias, without encroaching in any
way upon that rank, but so as to have good sport and amusement, is my idea of
what we need to fill the bill.
I will vouch for it, it will bring the boys out, and that
is what we need.
That is the trouble; we cannot get them to attend; it is lack of
interest. When we create an interest of that kind, we will have attendance. I do n't
think it is necessary to take up any more time. I thank you for your attention.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I would like to
ask the brother one question.
I would like to have him tell us a little more about
what that second degree of the Knights of Pythias is.
Past Commander J. H. Wilkins, of Arkansas: Commander, if I answered that
question, then the brother would want to know what the third degree was.
C. A. Herman, jb., of Oregon: Commander, I would like to ask the brother from
Arkansas if he has reference to the Oriental degree, and if he has ever taken it.
Past Commander J. H. Wilkinh, of Arkansas: Commander, if I answered that
question, the brother would have another to ask.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The Adjutant General will continue the call of Divi
am aware that another cause

think that that

can be remedied

I

sions.
When the

Division of Colorado

was called —

James M. Kennedy, of Colorado: Commander, our Division has prospered dur
We have not sustained a loss in our Division, but rather made a
ing the last year.
When you consider that our Division covers a great area, that our Camps are
gain.
far apart, that our country is thinly settled, we have made a gain during the last
year rather than a loss.
I have no recommendations to make from the Division of
Colorado.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Before we proceed further, I should like to oall the
attention of Brother Kennedy to the fact that for the quarter ending June 30, 1891,
the Colorado Division reported 408 men in good standing.
For the quarter ending
March 31, 1892, the number reported in good standing in Colorado — or for the
quarter ending December 31, 1891, during the last two quarters of 1891 — the Colo
rado Division was reduced from 408 to 339. It is true that subsequent to that time
there was a gain made in the Colorado Division, but there was at that time a loss.
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There was a very large number of suspensions, comparatively speaking, and what
we are trying to get at is the cause of that loss.
It do n't make any difference
whether it occurs at the close of a whole year, or at an intermediate period.
If
there is a loss in the Division at any time during the year, there ought to be some
explanation of it, and some explanation that would be of benefit to the Brothers
from other Divisions.
Divisions ought to grow steadily and have no retrogression.
I speak of this at this point, not because I want to refer particularly to Colorado,
but because I want brothers to understand what my theory of this experience meet
ing is.
When the Division of Connecticut was called —

William

A. Andbews, of Connecticut:

Commander, 1 have never commanded the
Division, and I do not desire to make any suggestions. If Colonel
Wessels was here, probably he could do so.
When the Division of Illinois was called —
Commander Edwaed A. Wells, of Illinois: Commander, I am sorry to state that
Illinois has lost quite a number of members.
The great loss occurred prior to this
In 1890 Illinois had, in good standing, about 7,000 members, and in 1891 it
year.
only showed up about 5,000 members; but there has not been any great loss in the
last year. I think the cause of the great loss in Illinois was the organization of so
I know in Southern Illinois, where I live, that
many new Camps in 1889 and 1890.
quite a number of Camps were organized there that never made a report. They
But the loss in
were trying. to get in a great number — quantity instead of quality.
the last year has not been great.
The bad material, the members that take no inter
est, we have been trying to eliminate from the Order in Illinois.
I also think that the
You inform a son of a veteran
cheapness of the Order accounts for part of the loss.
that he can get into the Order for $1.50 — about the average muster-fee, I think — and
the dues range all the way from $1 to $4 a year.
He thinks it !s a cheap order. When
he gets in and goes through the muster, he comes to the conclusion that it is also
a cheap muster.
It certainly is a cheap order. I think it would have a tendency to
increase the membership if the muster-fee was greater and if the dues were greater;
and I think, also, more time should be devoted to building up the old Camps instead
of trying to organize new ones. Investigating committees should be more careful
in recommending men for the Order, and should not recommend them unless they
know they are men that will stick when they get in. We want good material and
not numbers. I would rather have a Camp of 15 good, active members, than a Camp
of 50 inactive members.
Another cause is taking in members that are too young —
taking in boys 18 years of age. They do n't really know what they are getting into
when they oome into the Order. They do n't comprehend or take in the surround
ings. They do n't know what they are coming in for — perhaps they do n't care.
I have only been at the head of the Illinois Division a little over one month, and
I really do n't know what is the cause of the loss to the Order.
know what pro
duced the loss in Illinois.
Past Colonel Hurlbut can perhaps explain the general

Connecticut

I

loss.

Commandant Geoboe H. Hublbut, of Illinois: Commander, I simply wish to
supplement the remarks of Division Commander Wells, especially as I am the lastPast Commander of the Division.
On taking command of the Division. I found its
condition very much as he has stated it. A large number of Camps had been or
ganized in the desire to increase the roster of the Division, and we had overlookedthe fact that a good deal of that membership was not available material.
One of
the first acts of my administration, as the Commander-in-Chief will remember, was
to revoke the charter of C>8Camps in my Division.
I did that in the firm belief that
it would put the Division on a solid basis, and I believe it has. I believe that is the
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theory in most Divisions — it is not true in some of the smaller ones — bnt in most Di
visions the policy should be, whenever a Camp gets in such a condition that it is not a
credit to the Order, cut it out.
have no use for that class of material.
That has
been undoubtedly the prime and almost the sole cause of the loss in the Division of
Illinois. We realize it, possibly, stronger than some of the other Divisions do. It is
unquestionably true, also, that our Order is too easy to get into and too easy to get
out of. We induce men to come in when they really do n't want to. A great many
are coaxed into the Order and fired through the muster, and, as Commander W7ells
has said, receive a very poor impression of it, and the result is they find no induce
ment to remain, except, possibly, sentiment.
Our Order, as has been said, is bnilt
wholly and purely on sentiment; unless you get men of mature years, who know
what that sentiment means, I see no possibility of holding them or keeping up the
membership in our Order. Furthermore, I feel, as does the Commander-in-Chief, that
when a member is taken into our Order and takes the obligation of our Order, he
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enlists in our service, and
believe it would be a wise policy for Sons of Veterans,
when a man is dishonorably dropped, to call him dishonorably dropped or dishon
orably discharged. If he neglects his dues in such a manner that he is dropped, he
acts dishonorably and should be treated so.
I do n't believe brothers should treat
him in the same manner or with the same feeling — although he may be a friend of
yours in the same place — as one who discharges faithfully and honestly his duty to
the Order.
Geo. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, may I have permission to
make a statement?
The Commandeb-in-Chief
In relation to this matter?
Geo. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: No, sir, Commander; it is in relation to
the presence in the city of a distinguished comrade of the Grand Army of the
Republic, a Past Adjutant General of the Grand Army.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
If there. is no objection, Brother Penniman may
proceed.

G. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, I understand that Major Weigel,
of Missouri, who was Adjutant General under Commander-in-Chief Warner two or
three years ago, is in the oity.
move you, sir, that a committee of two be ap
know he would be glad to
pointed to escort Major Weigel into this presence.
-meet with us.
He came out yesterday afternoon to look at the boys, and was told at
the door that the Commandery-in-Chief
was in private session and Grand Army men
were not admitted.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The difficulty arose from the fact that Major Weigel
presented himself at the lower door through which only delegates are admitted.
If he had presented himself above, there would have been no trouble in securing
admittance.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, Iseoond the motion,
and I desire to oall to the attention of the Encampment the valuable assistance renered by General Weigel to this Order when he was Adjutant General of the G. A. R.
He secured for us the first practical recognition which the Order got from the
Grand Army of the Republic, and I feel that we should be glad to welcome Brother
Weigel upon this floor.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: All those in favor of the motion will signify so by
the usual sign.
Those opposed. It seems to be and is unanimously carried. The
Commander-in-Chief will appoint Brother Penniman and Brother Loebenstein to
present Major Weigel to the Encampment.
The Adjutant General continued the oalling of the roll. When the Division of
Indiana was reached —
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Past Commander John W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, this being an expe
rience meeting, it struck me that the faot that there were so few in this room this
morning at. the hour fixed for the assembling of this Comraaudery — and I was one
that was not here — might in some measure explain the falling-off in our Order. It
indioates the apathy in our Order. If members who have come here thousands of
miles as representatives to be present at and take part in the making of laws and pass
ing of resolutions, etc., for the betterment of the Order, for the year to come, have not
interest enough to be on hand at the time set for the opening of the Commanderyin-Chief, it certainly indidates something; and I apply this to myself. It was my
duty to be here. If the interest in the leaser matters and concerns in all the Divi
sions in these United States is in the same ratio, you may expect to find lukewarmThere is the foundation of the
ness in your meetings and in your membership.
apathy that exists, and that must give way to interest and action.
Now, speaking briefly, I will give my idea of some of the things that tend to lessen
I call attention of brothers to the printed report of
the growth of our Order.
the Commander-in-Chief as to the status of Indiana, so far as members are con
In September, 1891, our Division had 2,610 members; in December, 1891,
cerned.
it had increased to 2,956 members; in March, 1892, it had increased to 3,033 mem
bers, and in July, at the time of the State Encampment, it had increased to 3.484
The record shows that the Division from which I come, and which it was
members.
fortune
to command last year, increased every quarter in membership. But I
my
want to say to you, brothers, it took constant work on the part of myself and the
brothers throughout the Division to make that increase.
looked after these Camps
personally, and appointed brothers throughout the Division in whom I had confi
It took constant effort to get the reports in. and I gave it
dence to look after them.
my best personal effort. I found this in my Division, that in the organization of
Camps not enough care was taken, and that the men who came in, in many instances,
were not properly instructed in the organization, and, as a matter of fact, that the
Camp really never was organized; they had banded there together but never found
out anything about it.
found some Camps that met in a school-house, and under
took to do the work with the seats just as they were. Of course, under such circum
stances, and without knowledge of the work, it could not prove of any particular
interest.
I notice from the reports of the officers of this Encampment that the greater
losses have been sustained by the larger Divisions.
I found, on examination of the
reports from my own Division, that the greatest losses of membership were always
sustained by the larger Camps. I visited such Camps, and found there what, to
some extent, accounted for the loss in membership.
Faotions arise; sometimes as
high as five different factions in a Camp, and if each one can't have its say-so in all
things, they step out. There is an element that enters into it. I found another
class of persons in my Division who had an idea that the Order was too little for
them, that it did n't amount to anything.
A very able gentleman of the medical
profession, who joined a Camp, said to me — he was a member of the K. of P. that
has been spoken of here — he never went back to Camp after the second time,
ceased to go there, and I met him personally and oalled his attention to the matter,
and said to him, "You are a man who would have influence upon the younger mem
bers in this community; your attendance and appearance in public with this Camp
would do good, and help it win the respect of the surrounding community, and you
ought to go.'' "Well," he says, "I found out all about the Sons of Veterans in two
visits. There is not enough of it; if you will put into your Order degree work of
sufficient merit to fasten to it, and entertain and educate the members up to the
sentiment upon which the Order is based, there would be something in it. Then
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yon will have fixed a firm foundation for your Order, upon which it will grow until
it is the grandest in the world."
These are some of the things I have found. I think the whole system hinges
upon the Division Commander. If the Division Commander can bring himself in
If he relies upon getting his
personal touch with every Camp, it is a great thing.
information as to affairs in the several Camps from different brothers, he is liable,
in the course of time, to get one kind of information from one brother and another
kind of information from another brother. When the eight boys from 16 to 20
years old assembled in Pittsburg and talked over with Major Davis the origin or
beginning of this Order, it was to be based upon a sentiment that might naturally
go from father to son; that whatever the achievement of the father might be, what
ever honors had come to him in the service of his country, the son would feel proud
to perpetuate by an organization which would be semi-military in character, and
perhaps secret to some extent. Now, the idea in my mind is to take some step for
ward in this direction — in the direction of educating the sons of the soldiers of this
land up to this sentiment that ought to exist in their hearts, even without this
ritualistic work, in order that the glorious achievements of our fathers may be
tried it by having four
perpetuated. I tried it by personal appeal and by letter.
or five Camps meet together and going there and addressing them, in my feeble way;
by having other gentlemen of the Order, who are recognized as eminent speakers,
to appear there and address them.
I tried it by getting the Grand Army of the Re
public to assemble with them and getting prominent members of the Grand Army
to addresB them, and so created an interest. After a time an interest was created,
and then the interest subsided. It was almost like the ebb and flow of the tide. Now,
what do we need?
I don't know.
have tried personal appeal, personal speaking
in the Indiana Division.
As the reports show here, there is an almost unanimous
conclusion of the Camps in the Division that a three-degree Ritual would be a
means of educating the members up to this particular idea of perpetuating the
glorious deeds of their fathers, without any further hustling on the part of the Divi
sion Commander, as if he was a commercial traveler seeking to sell a bill of goods. At
the same time, some of our members think a patriotic service might be provided that
would take the place of this. There is the status of things. I do n't know what it
is necessary to do, but it is necessary to do something.
What must come is an edu
cation of the sons of soldiers until they reach that high plane of sentiment that will
carry the Order on until it will be, as it was intended to be, in the first place among
patriotic orders.
When the Division of Iowa was reached —■
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Commander, I would say this:
Past Commanders, and I can
see why the Commander-in-Chief
has said that he desired to hear from the Com
manders and Past Commanders in regard to the loss in their respective Divisions.
Now, I have never had any handling of Division books or affairs, so as to know
why it comes, but it seems to me the situation is a good deal as the last brother
stated it.
I am listening to hear what ought to be
Something ought to be done.
In our neighborhood,
We
want
to
tell
us
what
done.
somebody
ought to be done.
and in our Camps, I will say that we have a very lively, hearty interest in this Order.
I can only speak of what has come under my personal observation. Throughout
our Division I don't know what the status is of the Camps — I don't know whether
it is a gain or loss — but I apprehend it is possibly a loss; but why it has come I

Judge- Advocate General R. Shaw Van, of Iowa:

I

have been interested in what has been said by these

cannot tell you.
W. H. Reed, of Iowa: Commander, I cannot speak from a business stand-point>
but I can from a Camp stand-point.
I believe the loss, to a great extent, is the loss
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members of Camps. The Charter applications are sent to some member
in a town, or to some son of a veteran, and his only aim seems to be to get names,
instead of considering whether the persons will make a good Camp or not; he
simply considers whether he can get so many who are sons of veterans, and, as a
general thing, they go aronnd among the boys, and if there is a man that could be
reached, they don't take the trouble to ask him to join; and the consequence is,
they form a Camp of boys — and you all know how hard it is to get a man into a
If you formed your Camp of men in the first place, you conld get
Camp of boys.
the boys in afterwards; but after forming a Camp with boys, it is very hard to get
them in. They look at it as boys' play. I find that is true in our Camp.
The
course we are trying to pursue now is to get men in, and it is very slow. We get
possibly one or two a year. We make no effort whatever to get any more boys into
our Camp until we get a membership of men. I do n't know whether we will accom
plish it before we turn up our toes, or not, but we are going to try to do it.
When the Division of Kansas was reached —
Commander Fbank A. Aonew, of Kansas: Commander, since I took command
of the Kansas Division, five months ago, there has been an average gain of a little
over one Camp a week, and there is very good reason for it. The Camps seem to
I
be composed of better material than the Camps in the past were composed of.
visited some of the Camps at their organization, and I remarked to some of the
brothers about the fine appearance of the young men that they were going to mus
ter, and they told me that they had been particular who they asked to join their
Camps. I find it easy work to gain new Camps. The trouble is to hold the old
Camps. I have worked hard to build up the Camps that have been in bad shape,
and many Camps that were from three quarters to four quarters behind have come
into line again. But there is still something lacking.
Camps in the Division seem
to lack interest in the Order, and, from the expressions sent to me by nearly all the
Camps of the Division, I take it if we had more ritualistic work it would increase
the interest of brothers in the Order. Something will have to be done.
In June,
1890, the Division of Kansas, I believe, had 3,724 members; and in June, 1892,
reported 3,72-1 members, just exactly the same number we had two years ago. And
shows that
in the meantime there had been
gain of about 3,000 members, so
there
something lacking.
Many Camps have Quartermasters that are oareless.
They don't collect the
dues, and then go to work and suspend the brothers without having seen them, or
the boys
heard
asking them for their dues.
Quartermaster say one time,
That kind
did n't come around and see him he was not going to run after them.
threatened in my August order
of Quartermaster ought to be "fired" at once.
to mention all Camps at the end of this quarter that lost five or more members.
think something ought to be done to stop the wholesale suspension of members.
Some of our Camps this last quarter suspended more than half their members.
Then
good many brothers sneer — do n't know that they sneer exactly — but
think if we
they make fun of some of the brothers who want the titles restored.
restore military titles
will increase the interest in our Order, because they consider
an honor to be called "captain," and so on, even
they do n't know anything about
military tactics. All the Camps that sent in reports but three, out of 125, demanded
Aids,the restoration of the military title.
Then, think
would be
good thing
both National and Division, were restored, because brothers feel encouraged to work
for the Order if they have those titles conferred upon them, and those honors.
think we ought to do something, devise some plan to make our Order permanent.
We do not want to gain 5,000 or 6,000 members in two years, and then lose pretty
near the same number.
We want to have
permanent and substantial growth, and
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I think we must have more work in the Order. Brothers have told me many times
that they did n't care a cent about going to Camp; it was the same old thing over
and over again every night.
There must be a change.
Judge- Advocate General R. Shaw Van. of Iowa: Commander, if I can make
just one suggestion here —it is in the line of the matter under discussion — I would
like the privilege.

If there is no objection.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I want to say
this: That we have a lively interest in our Camps, and I will tell you how we have
created it. 1 venture to say we have as thrifty a Camp as is in the whole Division
i if Iowa, financially and in every other respect
except, possibly, numerically — we
are not great in numbers — but we have got a thoroughly live Camp.
We have in
vited Grand Army men who have had the whole experience of the war to come to
our Camps at night and give us their personal history, personal recollections and
personal reminiscences, and state to us what has come under their direct observa
tion. We have had the full benefit of their experience during the war. Such a
course not only brings out a full Camp attendance, but Grand Army men also come
to listen to these things, and also the Ladies' Relief Corps and all the Sons come.
I
say that is the way to creato an interest; that is the way to draw out onr members
and bring them to our Camp meeting. This takes place after we have gone through
with our regular exercises in Camp.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Judge-Advocate Genebal

BECEPTION

•

OF

MAJOB

WEIGEL.

The committee appointed to escort Major Weigel to the Encampment entered.
Gbobok W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, I take pleasure in pre
senting to you Maj. John F. Weigel, Past Adjutant General of the National Encamp
ment of the Grand Army of the Republic.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Major Weigel, on behalf of the Sons of Veterans, it
^ives me great pleasure to welcome you to this Encampment, and I now invite you
to a seat upon the platform.
Will the escort present Major Weigel at headquarters?
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I suggest that a dele
gate's badge be presented to Major Weigel so that he can obtain admittance to this
Encampment at all times.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Adjutant General will present Major Weigel with
a badge.
Allow me to extend to you, on behalf of the Sons of Veterans, not only a
most hearty welcome, but our thanks for the noble service you performed for
our Order when you were Adjutant General of the Grand Army of the Republic.
We are indeed proud of our title as the heirs of the Grand Army of the Republic,
and, if my memory serves me right, it was your Commander-in-Chief
who first con
We are especially de
ferred upon us that title
"the heirs of the Grand Army."
lighted to have this opportunity to honor one who did so much for us when there
was serious question as to whether the Grand Army would realize the advantage,
I wel
aye, the necessity, of having heirs to carry on and perpetuate their memory.
come you again, and thank you most cordially for the service you rendered to our
I trust the members of this Encampment may be favored with a few
organization.
words from you at this time.
Majob Weigel: Commander-in-Chief
and Sons of Veterans, it is still, in my
memory, one of the proudest acts of my life that I was permitted to be instru
mental, of course, largely through the gallant, broad-minded Commander-in-Chief
of the Grand Army of the Republic at the time, Maj. William Warner, to be instru
mental somewhat in assisting to seoure the recognition to which the Sons of Veter
I will not detain yo«
ans are justly entitled from the Grand Army of the Republic.
—8
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by talking longer. I know yon have important business before you. I assure you
that, from the bottom of my heart, I appreciate the compliment which you boys
have conferred upon me.
DISCISSION

ON STATE

OF

THE OBDEB.

Cbumbine. of Kansas: Commander, I have a little personal experience to
offer as to the manner in which we succeeded in building up our Camp, and it is the
method that the Judge-Advocate General mentioned. We succeeded in enlisting the
Grand Army of the Republic and the Woman's Relief Corps in our city to our aid.
We pooled our interests, made our interests mutual; we fitted up a hall together and
called it " Our Hall," and what was one's interest was the other's interest.
We in
vited the Grand Army boys to meet with us in the Camp room and to give us their
That excited curiosity and interest. We
personal reminiscences of the late war.
gave open receptions and invited outside people, especially sons of veterans who
It took a long while, and we had to work hard, but the
were eligible to the Order.
of
the
shows
a wonderful improvement in our Camp, and a won
wind-np
past year
Get the Grand Army
derful interest. I believe that is a great source of success.
Posts more interested in our welfare, especially in our Camp meetings, and also the
Woman's Relief Corps. I think, if the matter is brought to their attention, they
will take to it kindly.
All we have to do is to ask them. If they once become in
terested, they have the means of bringing us before the public more prominently
and making our Camps more successful.
When the Division of Maine was reached —
Chables L. Witham, of Maine: Commander and brothers, all that I have to say,
as the last speaker said, is in the line of personal experience in my own Camp.
We
At the present time we are happy to
have had both bitter and sweet experience.
believe we are getting some of the sweets, and it is simply through this method: The
first thing we do is to try to interest members individually in getting around to Camp:
we try to make it an object for them to get there, and at the present time we arc do
In about two months from the present time we intend to have
ing it in this way.
a competition on the Ritual.
Every member of the Camp, except Past Command
ers, will be in it, and we will see who can perform the Commander's work in the Rit
ual best. Whoever he may be, will get some prize. We are going to do the same
thing with both the Senior and Junior Vice-Camp-Commander's positions, and then
This will work up in the
the same thing with the Sergeant of the Guard's position.
Camp a good force of officers, should the present ones not be able to do their duty
in the future; it also works up an interest among the members, to understand more
about the work of the organization.
I have heard some talk about the S. V. Guards being the salvation of the Sons
of Veterans, and that the three-degree Ritual will be the salvation of the Sons of
Veterans, and the like of that; but it seems to me that after we get up the organiza
tion, instead of looking around to see whether we want to wear shoulder-straps, rank
straps, or no straps at all, this kind of a uniform or that kind, if we would only un
derstand what the principles of the organization are, and what we are in the Order
of Sons of Veterans for, then there would not be so much need of all these various
things to build up an interest. If we would only realize that we are in an organi
zation to help old soldiers, and then hustle around and try to find some of them to
help, I think we would brace up and build up the organization as it never was be
fore.
When the Division of Maryland was called —
Commander Robekt W. Wilson, of Maryland: Commander, I have boen in the
office of Commander of Division for so short a time that I have had no opportunity
to learn why the Division has made so much loss. One great reason of the delay in
S.
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getting in our report is because we have Camps scattered through North and South
Carolina and Virginia. I do n't know how the Camps are organized, but they seem
to be in an awful condition at present. It is impossible to get any reports from
some of them.
In fact, you hardly get an answer to communications.
My expe
rience has been more particularly with my own individual Camp. I have been a
hard Camp worker, but have not given much time to Division matters. I have al
ways gone on the principle that if the Camps are worked properly, and individual
members take proper interest in the Camp, and the Camp officers perform their du
ties, the Division and Commandery-in-Chief will take care of themselves.
I think it
I believe one of the great misfortnues
depends entirely upon individual members.
of our organization is admitting members who are too young. We get them in, and
they do not properly appreciate the principles and objects of our Order, and they
go away and forget all about it and lose their membership. I believe another thing
that is doing the Order more injury than anything else is the adverse criticism that
members carry home from Division Encampments and the National Encampment.
If members would go home, and, even if things do n't suit them exactly, if they
would act as true soldiers, and obey the rules and regulations, it would be much bet
ter for the Order; instead of that, they go home and criticise the legislation that has
been enacted, and make all the trouble they can.
When the Division of Massachusetts was reached —
Commander Walter H. Delano, of Massachusetts: Commander and brothers, I
feel that there is a great deal which might be said upon this matter at this time, but
shall only advance two or three theories, which I think would work to the best in
terests of our Order. Massachusetts, to-day, is in a healthy condition and has made
a small gain during the last year. We are reported by the Adjutant General as havWe have at the present time 149 Camps, six Camps
143 Camps and 5,180 members.
which were not reported in the consolidated report, but whioh will be sent in later.
Now there is a difficulty in Massachusetts that I think runs through the whole Or
der, that has been alluded to by the Commander of the Illinois Division.
We are
It seems to me that we should look after
apt to look at quantity instead of quality.
men who know the advantage of our Order, and who will work for the best interests
of the Order.
In electing officers of Camps, we should elect those men whom we know will work
for the best interests of the Order. It is too often the case in my own Division, and
know it must be in other Divisions, that we elect a man, perhaps, because he is the
son of some wealthy gentleman. We elect him as Commander of the Camp, and the
result is, that he makes no sort of a Commander at all; he takes no interest in the
work, and the interest of the members of the Camp begins to lag. Quarter after
quarter and no report is sent in, and members are suspended and members are
dropped. Now I think this is partially owing to the officers of the Camps. I have
been in command of the Massachusetts Division but a few weeks, but from my ob
servation in years past
feel that that is one of the things which is hurting our Or
der. It is electing men to office to command Camps who are not competent to fill
the position.
Then there is another thing: a Division Commander, at the latter part of his term,
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is liable to muster in a large number of Camps, so as to make a good showing. It
has been done in Massachusetts.
One man. during his term of office, would muster 20
Camps, perhaps, and the next man, in order to muster more Camps than his prede
cessor, will muster 25, and he will get in four or five Camps which are not a credit to
the Order. This has happened in Massachusetts, and I presume in other Divisions.
Now I think we should muster Camps only in those places where we know Camps
will live, and where the members will be a credit to the Order.
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We have adopted in Massachusetts this year what I think will be a good thing
for our Division, and perhaps a good thing for the Order. In Massachusetts the
Grand Army of the Republic has a strong department, a wealthy department, and
there does not seem to be much that the Sons of Veterans can do for them, except
to assist them on Memorial Day. Now Massachusetts Division has adopted a plan
whereby we can assist the Grand Army, and that is by furnishing each Memorial
We furnished last Memorial Day 14.000
Day flags for the Andersonville cemetery.
Next Memorial Day the Massachusetts Division will furnish 14,000 flags for
flags.
the Andersonville cemetery.
That is something which our Division will take a great
deal of interest in: it will create an interest in the Order, and will give us something
to look forward to, as there does not seem to be much we can do for our department
of the Grand Army, only to assist them on Memorial Day.
Now our Past Division Inspector, Brother Rooney, did a great deal of work for the
Division last year, and I think hi is as well posted as to what is to the interest of
the Sons of Veterans as any man in Massachusetts, and there are details which be
can give which I think would be of interest to the Encampment.
Giiak. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: Commander, perhaps the experience of the
Division Inspector, who has traveled throughout the whole of the State visiting
nearly every Camp in the State, introducing our new system of inspection, may be
of interest to brothers of the Order. I do not wish to go into any particulars in re
gard to Camp work. That has been done by many of the brothers present. I wish
to say a word or two in regard to the manner and method which I think will be of
service to the Order. I wish to say a few more words in regard to the matter when
comes up on the Inspector General's report, and the plan adopted in Massachu
setts for the benefit of the Order; and let me state here that Massachusetts is proba
bly the most compact Division, except the Division of Rhode Island, in the United
We have 210 cities and towns in our State, and we have 149 Camps.
There
States.
is not much room for growth.
You cannot go five miles in any direction in Massa
chusetts without striking
Camp of Sons of Veterans. Of course our State is small,
and we have that advantage. Our Camps average larger than any Division in the
United States, onr average being over 37.7 members to each Camp; consequently
the method that we adopted this year when Aids were done away with may be worth
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trying elsewhere.
know our Division paid
cannot concur in the expression in regard to Aids.
out §180 for the traveling expenses of Aids in years gone by, and this year the
Division Inspector did three times the work of all the Aids, and did it for $117.
At
the beginning of the year, the Division Commander divided the State into 15 dis
That Inspector
tricts, and over each district there was an Assistant Inspector.
would have about nine Camps for which he was responsible to the Division In
spector. They have to look after everything in those Camps. If quarterly reports
are backward, or anything the matter with a Camp, the Assistant Inspector in
whose district
lay reports immediately upon the circumstances and everything.
The men selected were Past Captains of known ability, men who had been tried and
found true.
Then again, there was held in each inspection district
public exem
plification of the work. That is, at some central point in the district all the
Camps of that district were called together, under the charge of the Division In
spector, assisted by his Assistant Inspector for the district, and the Camp which
was best equipped in the ritualistic work gave an exemplification of the work for
the benefit of the other Camps in the district.
That having been done, the Division
Inspector and the Assistant Inspector criticise the work and point out every mis
take made. Then questions are asked of every Camp in regard to uniform, in re
gard to the manner of performing ritualistic work, in regard to constitutional
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points, in regard to everything. Those questions are asked of every Camp in the
Division, and answered publicly.
Thus we went through the Division, and found
out what they did, and what they did n't do, and so, by that method, we get what
might be called a uniformity of work throughout the Division, and there in not a
Camp in the Division of Massachusetts that is not doing its work exactly as every
other Camp in the Division is doing it.
We find this method is productive of interest in the work.
Brothers find that a
Camp is selected to exemplify the work because it stood high last year, and thny go
Then
home determined the next year to make their Camp the one to be chosen.
again, in several parts of the State we have what Brother Witham has spoken of
a certain kind of competition.
Two or three Camps compete for a prize. The
Division Inspector and the Commander of the Division and several other officers
are appointed judges, and that Camp which 2>erforms the entire ritualistic work in
the most competent, finished and best manner is awarded a prize. This is exciting
a spirit of rivalry which has worked well for the Order.
It seems to me there is one
We have got to interest individual Camps in the ritual
thing that must be done.
istic work. In the first place, we must do the ritualistic work in such n manner
that there will be enough in it to interest members and bring them to the Camp
Allow
room. Now, there has been a good deal said about a three-degree Ritual.
me to suggest, that before we adopt a three-degree
Ritual it would be just, as well
for U3 to have the Camp Commanders and the Senior and Junior Vioe-Camp-ComI do not believe in the
manders commit the work in our single-degree Kitual.
complication of ideas until we have demonstrated that we can master a single idea.
There is no interest in
The trouble is, the work is not sufficiently committed.
listening to Camp officers reading something out of a book, and three-fourths of the
time not reading it intelligently.
I do n't know that I have anything more to say now. except that this plan that
There may be some details
has been adopted in our Division has worked well.
of it that will need amendment, but we have found that wherever a Camp is in
In those plaoes where
touch with the Grand Army we have a good Camp.
there is discord between the Grand Army and the Sons of Veterans we have weak
Camps. When the boys have the confidence of their fathers, they are all right:
when they lose it. they are not all right. The plan that has been suggested by the
brothers from Iowa and Maine has also been adopted by several Camps in our

Introducing the personal ex
We have found it to work to perfection.
perience of Grand Army men. and learning history from their lips as we could
never learn it from books, is a great thing. My idea is, there must be uniformity
in the work of the Division, and completeness of the work, so far as memorizing it
is concerned; the Camps must be in touch with the Grand Army of the Republic,
and there must be a decent self-respect among the Sons of Veterans themselves,
before our Order is going to reach the highest point of its development.
A. W. Bacheldeu, of Massachusetts: Commander. I am not a Past Division
Commander, but I am this year celebrating my tenth anniversary as a Son of a
Veteran. I have not had spells when I was a Son of a Veteran, but I have been a
Son of a Veteran all the time. While I have not occupied the throne, I have been
in easy distance of it all the time. By that I mean to say, that I have been in touch
with the Division Commanders and Division officers; that I do not feel at all dis
turbed at t he number of members we are taking into our Order. The leak is at the
other end. It does not make any difference how much water you pour into a hogs
head, if more is going out at the other end.
I believe if we wore to have a constitu
tional clause whereby the Commander of a Camp would be required, before the
year has expired, to personally see every member who is about to be dropped or
Division.
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I know in our Divi
more than half of these men could be retained.
sion there is where the greatest fault lies. It is not in getting members, though
Massachusetts, to be sure, has never had a year when it did not make a gain; we are
suspended,

gaining steadily, if slowly, all the time: but we are losing a great many members all
I think, as I said before, that that is one point
where we want to put in a plug, and stop as far as possible that leak.
Considerable has been said about what to do to create an interest for the mem
bers we have.
I think that is a point we should discuss very thoroughly, and,
another time, I would like to say something on that score.

the time that might be retained.

OBAND AKMY OF THE EEPUBLIO

GIVEN

SEATS

ON THE

FLOOK.

Brothers, before proceeding further with this inter
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
change of views, if there is no objection, the Commander in-Chief will notify the
detail at the door to admit comrades of the Grand Army to the floor of our En
If there
campment. The Inspector General will notify the detail to that effect.
are any comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic who would prefer seats upon
the floor, we would prefer to have them here.
DISCUSSION

ON STATE

OF

THE OBDEE.

When the Division of Michigan was called —
Suboeon Genebal Fbank M. Gieb, of Michigan: Commander, my explanation of
this situation is, that there is too much confounded boyism in the Order. That is
all I have to say.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander-in-Chief, there is
much that might be said, as already much has been said, but I think I understand
what Brother Gier means to say, and that is this (and I heartily second his senti
ments): That the "kid" element of our Order to a large extent must be eliminated:
that the cheapness of membership in our Order must be eliminated; that member
This, I
ship must be made to mean something in price as well as in principle.
think, is what my brother meant to say to you. It is my misfortune to be serving
on the Committee on Officers' Reports, and I was deprived of the privilege of listen
ing to the remarks of brothers who spoke earlier in the meeting, and for fear that I
might repeat, and thus weary you, I will simply say that, in my opinion, we must
base this Order upon the same working principle that all other successful
fraternal
orders are founded upon, namely, the price and the principle — not simply admis
sion, because an applicant is eligible, and then allow members to drop out — to feel
at liberty to do so because they paid nothing to get in.
When the Division of Minnesota was called —

Past Commander E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander-in-Chief, as a brother
has had some little experience in the Division for not a very long time — only
about 36 months — I often wonder how it happens that I remained so long; I do
not understand to this day why they kept me there so long. But I have passed
through experiences similar to those of other Commanders. I have seen a great
many Camps go down, good Camps; and I believe in a great many cases that the
cause of a Camp going down lies with the mustering officer.
In mustering in Camps
in our State, I never would accept a petition of 10 members for a Charter, as the
law used to be. That has been changed now, and 15 is far better than 10, and per
haps it would stand a little more.
I would write the Camps and ask them to put in
one of the oldest members of the Camp, and the member that would command the
most respect, as Commander of that Camp, and not put in the younger members.
I fonnd as a result that we commenced to get in our Division Encampments Cap
tains and Past Captains of an older class than we previously had. And another
thing, I would sooner send a good man, as mustering officer, 200 miles, than send a
poor man fivo miles to muster Camps.
who
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fortunately, to go into the Camp room and
in of a Camp, such as ought to be set by every
Commander and every staff officer detailed for that purpose. I never showed the
Ritual in the Camp room. I went in there and tried to do the work correctly and
instructed them properly, and I always found that I didn't have much time for any
thing else during that evening. If we got through with the muster I would teach them
the facings, and many times we would remain until 1 or 2 o"clock in the Camp
room, while I gave them instructions.
I claim that if a Camp, when it is properly
mustered and properly instructed in every detail, goes down, it is not the fault of
the Division Commander nor the mustering officer; but it is not likely to go down.
Another thing: we hardly have a Camp in our State where there is not a Post of
the Grand Army, and I always wrote and asked them to invite the Grand Army Post
to be present in a body. And not only that: if I arrived nt the place in the after
noon — sometimes I would get there in the morning — I would take a cirole round
with the boys and invite the members of the Grand Army to be present. I find it
stated by members of this Order that they cannot get the Grand Army Posts to come
and see them. I claim that is the fault of the Camp — if not in every case, nine times
out of ten. If the members of that Camp, or the proper officers, will go in a' gen
tlemanly way and proper manner and invite the Grand Army Posts to be present,
We never have a meeting of the Camp that. I belong to,
yon will find them there.
I have had 75
hardly, but what we have some members of the Grand Army there.
at a time, and have had the Post come over in a body.
to
hear a Grand
prefer
Army man talk in preference to anybody else, and we take a great deal of pleasure
in listening to them.
Of course a Division situated as mine is, with some of our
Camps 75 or 100 miles apart, has more to contend against than a Division like Mas
There the
sachusetts or some of these Eastern States that have not so large an area.
Camps can all keep in touch with each other. Where Camps are 75 miles from one
another they get lonesome.
You can't blame them; it is too far to go to make a visit.
Now in regard to the Ritual.
I am one who has had a chance to see considerable
I was
ritualistic work. I have always been an admirer of the Ritual as it is to-day.
somewhat surprised when I went into the Order of the Sons of Veterans to find as
good a Ritual in existence. I have mustered in Camps, and our members are as in
telligent, perhaps, as they are in other Divisions; but I have seen officers of new
That is not the fault of
Camps murder the Queen's English in pretty bad shape.
the Ritual.
When they will call "gavel"' "gravel" all the way through, and make
such " breaks " as that, my opinion is we are not ready yet in this Order for a threeIf the Camps cannot master the present Ritual, how are they going
degree Ritual.
to master a complicated, three-degree Ritual?
I have been present in some of our
Camps in Minnesota, and know how it would be bungled up. One thing against us,
of course, is the younger element.
This thing of setting up an 18-year-old son of a
veteran, with a pair of shoulder-straps on, among an audience of Grand Army men
You
and Sons of Veterans, to muster in a Camp, does not have a very good effect.
send a middle-aged gentleman who can go around and meet people and treat them
right, invite the Post Commander to a seat in the east by the Commander's station,
and attend to little details like that, and he will get along all right.
I have heard it stated here, and I know it to be a fact, that some of the other or
ders draw from ours.
The K. of P. has been spoken of. I find a great many in our
Kncampments that belong to that order. I am a member of that order myself, a
charter member of the oldest lodge in St. Paul, and also the oldest Grand Chancellor
at present on the roll; but it operated differently with me in the Sons of Veterans.
When I went into the Sons of Veterans I found a little of the K. of P. and a little
MaBonry, and it rather pleased me, and I do n't think I stepped inside of a K. of P.
was able daring my administration,

set an example in the mustering
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joined my Camp. I didn't have time to do it. I dropped it entirely
That is the way it operated with me.
I am an admirer of the Order, and have held the offices that brothers have hon
ored me with.
I don't suppose I miss three meetings in the year from my Camp
when I am in the city; and there has never been a Ritual exposed at Camp No. 1
since it was organized.
I was brought up in orders where we never used a ritual
in sight, and when the brothers of this Order say to me that there is too much to
learn, that they cannot learn this, I tell them to go to work and eat pork and beans
and sit up all night until they can.
There is nothing of this Ritual to what there is
in the ritual of other orders. That is the fact. It dou"t amount to a hill of beans.
There is no reason why every Captain and every Division Commander should not
have it at his tongue's end, from A to Z. You want to set the example. If you send
the Division Commander to a Camp, and he takes a Ritual from his pocket and
The
reads from it, the members of that Camp feel that that is all they have to do.
brother from Massachusetts is correct ou that. Do away with the Ritual entirely
in the Camp room, and make the officers post themselves.
I. take pleasure in saying that the Division of Minnesota is prospering, and it
would be wise for brothers to watch our smoke up there.
Another thing is the sav
ing of the old Camps. If possible, brace up the old Camp. Many Division Com
manders think if they go to work and rush in a large' number of Camps they are
I would sooner resurrect an old Camp than muster in two or
doing tine business.
three new ones.
I have found in my experience it is much harder to muster a Camp
in a place where a Camp has gone under; it is harder than it is to make the attempt
in a new field.
I think we should spend more time in trying to resurrect the old
Camps; and if a man is so situated that he can get around and visit these Camps,
there is nothing better for the Order in general than to receive a visit from the com
They need to be shaken up once in a
manding officer, or the members of his staff.
while. In a State like Massachusetts you cnn keep it warm all the time; it don't
cover so much territory.
It improves the men intellectually, and. besides, it is pleas
In
Divisions
like
ours
we cannot do that because we are scattered so far apart.
ant.
We have with us in this Encampment our Chaplain, Brother McColley, who lives in
a city in Minnesota where the Sons of Veterans and the Grand Army of the Republic
have recently completed a hall of their own. They arranged it this way; the old
veterans turned out and did the work around the ground, and when it came to the
shingling and the roofing business the boys did that. They say the Sons of Veter
I will ask
ans shingling that house looked like a flock of blackbirds on the roof.
Brother McColley to tell us what he thinks on this subject.
Tim Commandeb-in-Chibf: Without desiring to interfere with Brother McColley's remarks, I would call attention to the fact that there are only eight, minutes
left of the time alloted to the consideration of this subject.
Chas. McColley, of Minnesota: Commander, when I was a school-boy I used to
play "crack the whip" with the boys, and get the best of it, or else get the worst of
it, and I see we are liable to get a little the worst of it. Taking up the subject
where Brother Milham left off, it seems to me that the success of the Division de
"Does any one know of a sick brother in distress?" is a
pends on the individual.
question I ask every evening; and how many say they know of such a brother?
That is one of the reasons why our Camps fail. It is because we are doing no work
whatever. We go to our Camp room, we open in the usual form, we try to have a
little sport, and we go home, and we don't do anything from that time until the
Camp meets again in two weeks or two months, just the same as it is in church
work. Some good old deacons will pray pretty hard, and go home, and that 's the
last you will hear of their Christianity until they come to prayer meeting again. I
lodge after

I

at that time.
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tell you. boys, we want to get down to business and do some good, honest work, and
onr damps will thrive.
We went up to
When we started, the boys rushed in there.
80. We made St. Paul sick — their Colonel has hardly got over it yet; they are feel
ing troubled about it — and. we went along about six months that way. until the
hoys began to drop out, and now we have only 50, and one time we only had somnthing like 35. Our Captain and our officers never went to see one of those boys
that were dropping out, and until they did get in a fellow that had a little life in
him, who went out to those boys, they did n't get them back.
When they got thatkind of a man in command they got a great many of them back. That is the way
to do it.
Another thing: we should have addresses by Sons of Veterans. We have
got the talent. We don't need to send off and pay a man $50 to come and make n
Memorial Day address.
We have the talent: let us use it, and it will do the boys
good.
As Division Chaplain, I find there are very few of the Camps that observe Union
Defenders' Day. These things ought to be attended to and seen to, and we can get
up enthusiasm in our Camps in that way better than in any other that I know of.
And we need fiery Captains —a man who is just red-hot, who will enthuse his boys,
who will get out on the field and drill his boys, and who can lead them.
Sometimes
we give the captaincy to a man because he is good-looking, has a fine appearance,
and is popular.
I say we never ought to give an office to any man out of courtesy.
We ought to look right down to the bottom and see that there is pure gold in him,
and fire; and when he comes in touch with the boys ho will impart the spirit, that is

in him. and that will help them along and lift them up. I believe in fire, and in
work, and in getting right down to business. Then we will not have need for such
meetings as this. I believe in going home and going to work; then we will get life
in our Camps, and we will have full Camps.
When the Division of Missouri was called Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, the time is getting short,
but there are two things that struck me in what the various brothers have said.
Brother Gier, of Michigan, spoke about the "boyism," which, unfortunately, is too
true. Others have spoken about various things, but the one thing that I find in our
Division that is hurting is the price. I am a firm believer that nothing good can
come too high.
It may come too high in one way. but if you get it too cheap yon
will not consider it a good thing.
The va.rious Camps in St. Louis started in with
a cheap mustering fee; for instance. 50 cents, or something of that kind; but they
have changed that, and in most cases where the mustering fee has been raised it has
been a benefit.
Take our own Camp; we increased our fee from Sjil, and at the
We get more recruits, and of better quality, at $2.50, and
present time it is $2.50.
them
than
when
the fee was $1.
The average person, when he gets
longer
keep
If it costs something, they
something for nothing, thinks it is not. worth anything.
take care of it, and stay with it longer.
Quoting from an old Division Commander, of St. Louis, in his annual report:
Imagine, if you can, the Order of the Sons of Veterans on parade, bearing above
their heads a banner inscribed, "Make it as cheap as you can.''
If you were outside
of the Order, and saw something of that kind going along, I do n't think it would
I do n't believe in making it too high, but if we make it
impress you favorably.
reasonably high priced it will be a benefit.
No greater mistake is made than to put
the fee at 25 cents.
I have had occasion to read and approve several sets of by-laws.
One in particular, I remember; they had some %X a year, to pay hall vent, fuel, and
for their necessary articles of Camp equipment.
I refused to approve the by-laws,
and sent them back with my suggestions.
I don't know what they did about it; I
have not seen them sinoe.
I suggested that they change them, for I did n't think
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that I had authority to absolutely disapprove them -whether I had or not, I don't
know — but I did ri't think it would benefit the Camp, and therefore I sent them
back. The sentiment here seems to be that the rank and file are in many cases to
blame for lack of interest in the Order.
I think myself the officers of the Camps and Divisions are the men who are directly
responsible for the lack of interest in the Order. A man is elected because he is popu
lar or because he is good-looking, and when he is elected that settles it. They have
got what they want, and they go through their routine business and do n't hustle, and
the thing drags along.
They get the iron cross or the silver cross, or whatever the
case may be, and that 's the end of it. If a person will look at this National En
campment to-day, you will find the fact to be that there are very few Past Com
manders-in-Chief and very few Past Commanders that are in attendance. Why" I
do n't know. No doubt some have very good reasons for not being here, but it
strikes me, certainly, that Past Commanders who are well posted in the working of
the Order, not only in the Division and in the Camp, but in the Commandery-inChief, should certainly be here to give the '"tenderfeet'' information.
The Commandeh in-Chief: The hour and a half alloted by the special resolution
for the consideration of this subject having expired, the Commandery-in-Chief will
recur to the regular order of business, which is reports of committees, unless there
is other action to be taken by unanimous consent.

Past Commander J. B. Maocabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, the Committee
Rules and Regulations is prepared to report.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I would sug
gest that there are some brothers here who have prepared themselves to make some
remarks this mvrning upon the subject we have been discussing. I think it is
hardly fair to shut off those brothers, unless we propose to devote some time in the
future to this same subject.
The Commandeb-in-Obtbf: I think we should certainly devote some time in the
future to it.
Past Commander Wm. E. Busby, of Ohio: Commander. I move that the Encamp
ment do now devote another half-hour to this subject, in order to hear from the re
maining Division Commanders. I do this at the special request of Commander
Musser, of Ohio, who sat up very late last night to prepare his speech, and don't
like to be cut off.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey, rose.
Past Commander J. B. Maocabe. of Massachusetts: Commander, I don't want
to be charged with selfishness by this convention, but the Committee on Constitu
tion, Rules and Regulations have labored long and late, and we have a most im
portant batch of business to present to this Encampment, and I am not in favor of—
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Brother Bundy will state his point of order.
Past Commander William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, my point of order
is that the motion has not been seconded, and is not properly before the house for
discussion.
The Cohmandeh-in-Chief:
The point of order is well taken. The motion was
on Constitution,

not seconded.

Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander. I rose for the
purpose of seconding the motion.
The Commandek-in-Ciiief: It is moved and seconded that the Commandery-inChief continue this discussion for another half-hour. I would suggest, if that be
done, that the time of speakers be limited to five minutes.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I will accept that as an
amendment.
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if

that is done, in the course of a half-hour
we can nearly conclude the call of the divisions.
Judge-Advocate Genebal H. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I was going to
suggest and ask Brother Bandy to modify his motion to the effect that no one be
allowed to pass over the ground already covered.
Unless they have some new
point or thought, it is not worth while to take up the time of the Encampment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I think such a suggestion as that would be impracti
The chair certainly would not undertake to decide as to what ground had
cable.
and what ground had not been covered.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Then I will move to amend
Brother Bundy"s motion, that those who desire to discuss this matter further confine
themselves to new thoughts or suggestions that have not been already discussed by
preceding Commanders.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is the motion of Judge-Advocate General Shaw Van
seconded ?

Commander Winfield Scott Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I move to
amend Brother Bundy's motion, to the effect that this discussion be postponed until
the opening hour of the session to-morrow morning, and that it then be continued
for three-quarters of an hour.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that Brother Bundy's mo
tion be amended so as to make this discussion the special order of business for to
morrow morning, it then to be continued for three-quarters of an hour, each speaker
being limited to five minutes' time.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I move as a sub
stitute for the amendment — if it is in order — that the special order of business this
morning, at 10 minutes to 11, or 12, be made the receipt of reports from the several
committees of this body.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That is the regular order of business now, unless this
motion intervenes.
,
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, when I was on
my feet I supposed I had the right to the floor, notwithstanding what Brother Bundy
I knew his
may say, but I did not want the convention to say I was discourteous.
motion was not seconded; I knew I had a perfect right to the floor. Now this af
ternoon we are going to parade, and it is our duty to parade.
This Committee on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations have something important to submit, to wit,
the restoration of titles to this Commandery, and there is going to be a long and
hard fight over it.
I submit we have not time to hear reports from the several Di
vision Commanders, and also the report of this Committee on Constitution, Rules
and Regulations, and I earnestly submit that they postpone, in accordance with
Commander Oberdorf's suggestion, this interesting talk until to-morrow.
I want
to hear it myself, personally, but we have not got the time at present, and I sincerely
hope that the recommendation and amendment of Commander Oberdorf will prevail,
for the good of the Order.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. \V. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I would like to
ask Brother Maccabe a question.
Does he suppose that in the time that will elapse
between 10 minutes to 12 and the time we will have to adjourn, in order to take
part in the parado, we can discuss this question of the restoration of titles fairly?
We cannot do it. I ask that question and answer it.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe,. of Massachusetts: Commander, in my honest
opinion, we will have made a long stride toward settling the question, providing we
don't keep reiterating and reiterating.
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The Commandeb-in-Chief:
All those in favor of the amendment of Commander
Oberdorf, of New York, postponing further discussion of this matter until to
morrow morning, and making it the special order of business for three-quarters of
an hour after the assembling of the Commandery, each speaker to be limited to five
minutes, will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to bo. and is.
carried. The question recurs upon the motion as amended.
All those in favor of
the motion as amended will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed, the same
sign. It seems to be, and is, carried. We now resume the regular order of business,
which is the receipt of reports of committees.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, the Committee on ltitu.il
is ready to report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The first committee to report is the Committee <>u
Constitution, Rules, and Regulations.
Past Commander J. B. Macoade. of Massachusetts: Commander, that committee
is ready to report.
Past Commander W. E. Bundx. of Ohio: Commander, I would like to know if I
didn't have the floor with the report of the Committee on Ritual?
The Commander in-Chief: Brother Bundy had the floor and stated that tha
Committee on Ritual was ready to report. As soon as the report of the Committee
on Ritual is in order, he will be recognized for the purpose of making the report
from that committee.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: Commander, are the reports from the
committees to come in regular order under the Constitution, or are they simply to
be appointed in regular order 1
The Commandeb-in-Chief: They are to be appointed in regular order, and the
chair will call for reports of committees in the order in which they are appointed.
Past Commander Mnccabe, of Massachusetts, has the floor.
KEI'OUT OF COMMITTEE

ON CONSTITUTION,
OF

BUI..EB

AND

BEOUI.ATIONS,

AND

BEHTOBATION

TITLES.

Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, the Committee
on Constitution, Rules and Regulations has attended to its duty, and begs leave
to submit the following report:
In appreciation of the suggestion made by the Commander-in-Chief, that thi<
Order is being hampered by too much legislation, the committee has but few
amendments to offer.
On the subject of the restoration of titles, the committee submits a majority and
a minority report.
First, a majority report, in favor of the restoration of the old military titles,
which provides for striking out the words " Commander-in-Chief," "Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief." and "Junior Vicc-Commander-in-Chief,"' "Division Commander."'
Commander,'' and "Junior Vice-Division
Commander."
"Senior Vice-Division
Comm»nder,"
"Camp
"Senior Vice Camp Commander," and "Junior Vice-Camp
Commander," and the substitution therefor of the military titles of "General" to
"Second Lieutenant," inclusive.
Then a minority report in favor of the retention of the present titles.
The Commandek-in-Chief:
Is it the desire of the Commaudery-in-Chief to takt
up the report of this committee in sections, or to act upon the entire report, after
having heard it read?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I would say
that the committee have made their report in this form because, if we went into de
tail and struck out from page 1 down to the finish the words, "Senior Vioe-Commander-in-Chief," "Junior Vioe-Commander-in-Chief," etc., wherever they occur, aud
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inserted in lieu thereof the words, "Lieutenant General," "Major General," etc., we
We have submitted it in this
would simply t ake up a vast amount of valuable time.
brief form because it is understood. Everybody understands what military titles to
We did not think it
use — the titles existing before the Minneapolis Encampment.
advisable to go to work and strike out the titles in line so and so, pages 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5, etc.. but we have made this report so that you can all understand what it
means.

Let me say on behalf of the majority report that every Division that appeared
before our committee by petition petitioned in favor of the restoration of the titles
except one, and that was Massachusetts. She confined herself simply to Camp Com
manders. Massachusetts was the only notable exception.
Every other Division
that we heard from by petition was in favor of the restoration of titles. The ma
jority report, then, is based upon that, and is in accordance with the desires of a
majority of the Divisions as heard before the committee. The minority report
would respectfully say that it is for the best interests of the Order, in its humble
opinion, that the present titles should be retained. We submit the matter in these
two reports so that you may discuss it.
J udge-Advocate General B. Shaw Van. of Iowa: Commander, I would like to
ask the brother one question for the general information of myself and possibly
others: How many Divisions made requests for the restoration of titles?- You say
all were in favor of it. How many were in favor of it y
Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: All New England; and there
was Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Bhode Island
Judge-Advocate Genebal B. Shaw Van. of Iowa: For the restoration of all the
titles!'
Past Commander J. B. Maocabe, of Massachusetts: All except Massachusetts, in
New England.
New York was in favor of it. Minnesota was in favor of it — not
only in favor of the restoration of titles, but also of shoulder-straps — and other
Divisions: there was Kansas, notably Kansas. I think in all there were about a
dozen different Divisions that petitioned in favor of the restoration of titles.
Commander Habby Bosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, I would like to
ask the brother, does that also carry with it the restoration of shoulder-straps?
'
Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: No, sir.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I move the ma
jurity report of the Committee on Constitution, Bules and Begulations, so far as
we have heard it, in relation to the restoration of titles, be adopted. All this dis
cussion has been out of order so far.
W. A. Andrews, of Connecticut: Commander, I second the motion of the Chaplain-in-Chief,

It is moved and seconded that the majority report
Committee on Constitution. Bules and Begulations, as presented, be adopted.
Any discussion?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: Commander, I move the previous ques
tion. Everybody has his mind made up.
E. W. Kkackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, the motion has not yet been
The Commandeb-in-Cuiei':

cif the

seconded,

I

believe.

The Commandeu-in-Chief:
W. H. Beed, of Iowa:

tion.
E. W. Kbackowizer,
When

I

Brother Kruckowizer's belief is erroneous.
Commander, I second the motion for the previous ques

of Wisconsin:

Commander,

I

rise

to a point

of inquiry.

seated myself, it was under the impression that the Commander-in-Chief

asserted that the motion was already seconded.

had
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The Commander-in-Chief:
The motion to adopt was seconded: not the motion
for the previous question.
E. W. Kbackowizer, of Wisconsin: I had reference to the motion for the previ
ous question.
I was on my feet before the second to that motion was made, and I
trust, by the courtesy of the Commander-in-Chief. I may be assumed to be on my
feet yet, because it was certainly in deference to the Commander-in-Chief's
state
ment that the motion had been seconded that I sat down.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Under the circumstances, will the seconder withdraw
his second for the present, and the chair will recognize Brother Krackowizer.
W. H. Reed, of Iowa: Commander, under the circumstances. I will withdraw my
second for the present.
E. W. Kbackowizer. of Wisconsin: Commander, it does not seem to me that
Brother Bnudy's suggestion that every man's mind is made up is well taken. It
may be for any mind that is made up in Scotch fashion: that is. willing to be per
suaded, but will remain of the same opinion still; but that is not the kind of mind*
that should deal with this question in this body at this time.
In the experience
meeting that preceded the regular order of business this morning, we listened to one
very pertinent suggestion, and that was, that just to the extent that the membership
of this Order was indisposed to be business-like, indisposed to be judicious, indis
posed to "be intelligent, the Order failed to prosper.
Past Commander M. E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, I want to inquire if
Brother Bundy's motion was seconded.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The second was withdrawn and Brother Krackowizer.
of Wisconsin, has the floor. Brothers will please not interrupt.
E. W. Krackowizer, of Wisconsin: Commander, in the way the question conies
before us, we have in a lump a recommendation that certain titles, and all that is
carried with them in the mode and method of operating a Camp, and its depend
ence upon the so-called military rank, and all that, shall be with one fell swoop elim
Now.
inated. It follows from that that something else must be substituted.
brothers, at the Tenth Annual Encampment the changes which it is now proposed
to obliterate were made, after most painstaking and careful consideration.
They
were made after a number of years' experience in the line of losing as much, if not
more, at the bung-hole than could possibly be poured in at the spigot.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Possibly Brother Krackowizer is mistaken there.
E. W. Kbackowizer, of Wisconsin: No, sir. that is absolutely correct. The buys
are more acquainted with the bung-hole than the spigot, perhaps. It was then
these changes were made, after years of discussion had led up to the conviction
that they were wise and best for the Order.
We had passed through a certain
period of experience, youthful experience, which it was necessary to supplement
It may be maintained that that system has
by trial of a totally different system.
That is not so; if it were so, it would not invalidate my argu
been tried now.
ment, as I propose to make it, but it is not so. The constitution, I venture to say,
has not yet reached the hands of some of the members upon this floor.
It was,
owing to circumstances that conld not be controlled, delayed in promulgation until
after three months had elapsed from the time of its adoption.
There is no evidence
that it has received, in the Order at large, any candid or intelligent study, to say
nothing of practical trial. There is no evidence even that any of the Divisions
quoted made any endeavor to discover what the rank and file had learned about the
new Constitution, or what they did think about it ; but, on the other hand, there was
a determination upon the part of certain brothers to find fault and to criticise.
I
do not want to impugn motives; but their convictions and pre-judgments were so
strong as to stamp their opinions upon the Order throughout the Division, and that
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Therefore, when the roster of these Di
and expedition.
visions was called, although it includes the compact and very excellent organiza
tion of the New England States, it does not impress me, because I know it doe* not
come from the Camps but rather from a few members who have undertaken to
voice officially and emphatically the opinions of those Camps.
So late was the Constitution in its promulgation, and so little has it been dis
seminated, and so openly and steadily has it been neglected, that the claim that
these changes c:in intelligently be made on the basis of actual experiment will not
be defended by any brother on this floor.
They may say they were of that opinion
last year and they are still more convinced in it this year; or they may say that they
are of a different opinion this year from what they were last year; but they cannot
say, when one system was in practice for nearly 10 years, that the adoption of the
new system, which has been in operation barely a half-year, warrants them in say
ing that the new system is a failure and should be annulled.
Commander Winfield Scott Obebdoef, of New York: Commander. I rise to a
point of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The brother may state his point of order.
Commander Winfield Scott Obebdobf, of New York: I do so. Commander, not
to abridge the brother's remarks, but to call attention to Rule 15 of our Rules of
Order, which prescribes a limit of five minutes upon all speakers unless unanimous
consent is granted for them to oontinue, and I move to give the brother five min
utes from now, so that he will not be abridged any more than possible.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I realize that I have spoken
fully five minutes, and of course it is proper to enforce the rule of the Order.
The Commandbb-in-Chief: The brother's time has expired under the rule. I
understand that unanimous consent is asked that he may continue five minutes
longer. Is there objection to Brother Krackowizer continning five minutes longer?
If not, Brother Krackowizer has unanimous consent to proceed.
E. W. Kkackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, my position, boiled down, is just
this: It is claimed that the change made last year was momentous. I say just to
the extent it seemed momentous last year it is still more momentons to change it
again now, because not to do a thing is less wrong, even if it is a good thing, than
it is to undo what may be a good thing without full consideration and fair trial.
Therefore, in the name of the Divisions which have not expressed themselves, and in
opposition to the Divisions under the influenoe of members opposed to the new
scheme,
advise and hope that the Order at large will not undo the work done at
The adoption of this ma
Minneapolis until after the new scheme has had fair trial.
jority report wholesale would be a great mistake. I venture to say that nothing has
done our Order bo much good, nothing has rid it of the suspicion of " boyism," of " kidism," of pretense, so much as the changes in the Constitution adopted at Minneapo
lis. In conclusion, let me say (although it sounds hard), I do not make any personal
application in a vindictive sense; but I do say that no man, whether Division Com
mander or otherwise, whether instructed by his Division or otherwise, who to-day is
in flagrant contempt of the Constitution as it stands, refusing to try it, is in a posi
tion to tell us that we shall not try it in the future.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, what I shall have
to say is not said in a vindictive spirit, nor with any hard feelings towards anybody,
whether this motion is carried or not. What I have to say is as a brother of this
Order, one who thinks much of it, and one who is willing to make many sacrifices
for its welfare. If Brother Krackowizer is in possession of information that will es
tablish of truth that this matter of the changing of titles has not received the full
consideration that it should receive, we would like to have it; but I do n't think he
was done with great haste
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I

rise to speak for the Division of New Jersey,
Feb ruaryv after the Constitution. Rules and
Regulations had been promulgated five months, after the Division knew every para
graph of it. and knew these titles had been changed, at Trenton unanimously voted
in favor of the restoration of the old titles.
We had a large attendance at that En
campment, and I am certain from personal contact with those men-— not from any
thing said to me by anybody who was there, not from anything said in my absence'
because I was in the Encampment from the opening to the close — I am certain from
personal contact with the Past Commanders, and the Camp Captains and delegates,
that the feeling of the Order nearly everywhere is that the old titles should be re
stored.
The Brothers who were at Minneapolis last year know what my feeling was in
the matter, and I wish to say I have not changed my position a particle.
My posi
tion then and now is the same. If this Encampment shall conclude that it is best
not to restore the old titles. I will be satisfied.
At the same time I will be sorry
that the Encampment does not heed the voice of the Order at large. I am speaking
for the boys who don't get here, who are not sent here; for the boys who cannot
I wish to say to
afford to pay their expenses to Helena to speak for themselves.
Brother Kraekowizer. if the expressions made at Division Encampments, in regular
order, in the regular way. in favor of the restoration of the old titles is ill-con
sidered, without a just appreciation of the situation, before time was had in which
to find out the state of feeling in the Order -if that is so. what was the action taken
nt Minneapolis a year ago, when there was not one Division asking to have the old
titles wiped out and these new ones put in? The Order at large knew nothing about
these changes; had heard nothing of them in General Orders or Division Orders.
Not a newspaper published as the organ of this organization said anything about
it. and we did not know until we got to Minneapolis, the day before the report came
in. that there was any intention of wiping out the old military titles.
I wish to say that I come in personal contact with many of the brothers of the
Order. I am just as regular as any in my attendance upon the Camp at home, and
can produce any such

information.

because New Jersey, at our meeting last

There is no meeting of my Camp when I am not
npon the National Encampment.
I say the boys of Camp No. 8, of Paterson, are united in favor of the res
toration of the old titles. If Camp No. 8 has one member less now than she had a
year ago, it is partly due, if not wholly due, to the fact that they were of the opinion
that somebody in this Order of ours was not satisfied with the way it was being run.
and somebody was endeavoring to cater to somebody else outside of the Order.
I wish to say that when my friend Drake, of New Jersey, as Commander of the
New Jersey Division from last February until now. has had to travel from one end
of t he State to the other to get things in proper shape, as he has been obliged to do —
there, and

I say he is just as much entitled to be called "Colonel'* as the man who commands
battalion of three or four companies in some Eastern or Western State containing
And the same thing is true about
not one-half the membership of his Division.
the Camp Captain, and Camp Commander, whether he commands a Camp of 15
I wish to say that, taking these things into consideration, it
men or 150 or 200.
seems to me we should not lay so muoh stress on what people outside of the Order
So far as I know, only one department of the Grand Army of the Republic
say.
has commended what we have done; and, on the other hand, the Grand Army of the
Republic, at its National Encampment, introduced a resolution stating that, in their
opinion, we must not take the titles of the Grand Army of the Republic, and that
Now, I say
resolution has never been rescinded by any National Encampment.
a

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

The brother's time has expired.
Charles D. Rooney, of Massachusetts, rose.
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I move

the previous ques

tion.

G. W. Penniman, of Massachosetts: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
Broother Rooney, of Massachusetts, not having spoken on this question, as I un
derstand, the brother has —
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Bundy has not spoken on this question.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move the previous ques
tion; and I desire to state just why I do it.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Bundy moves the previous question.
G. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, I desire to ask the question if
an amendment to the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions is in order?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: An amendment to the report of the committee is in
order.
G. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, I desire to offer an amend
ment in order to make it in harmony with the resolution adopted at the annual
Division Encampment of Massachusetts this year.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, rise to a point
of order: that Brother Penniman is out of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Can we amend the report of
the committee, and make them say something they did not intend to say?
The Commandeb- in-Chief: You cannot amend the report of the oommittee. The
motion is to adopt the report of the committee, and that motion can be amended
by stating how much or how little of the report of the committee shall be adopted.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The second to the motion for the previous question was only withdrawn for the pur
pose of hearing Brother Krackowizer's remarks.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That is correct. Brother Penniman, of Massachu
setts, will yield the floor for a moment, and allow Brother Reed, of Iowa, to renew
his second to the motion for the previous question.
W. H. Reed, of Iowa: Commander, I second the motion for the previous ques
tion.
G. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Now, Commander,
make this motion: I
move to amend —

I

I

Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
No amendment is now in order and no discussion is in order, the previous question
having been moved and seconded.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The previous question has not been seconded by
members from two Divisions, and Brother Penniman has the floor.
G. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, would it be in order to move
an amendment to the report of the majority of the committee, and adopt such re
port, in so far as it relates to Camp officers, restoring the military titles so far as
make that motion.
they are concerned. If so,
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: Commander, I second that motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Penniman moves to amend the pending res
olution by adopting the majority report of the committee only in so far as it relates
to the titles of Camp officers.
Brother Rooney seconds the motion. Any remarks?
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, the chairman
of this committee did not intend to take the floor or say anything, but at the request
of one of his friends he now moves the substitution of the minority report for the
majority report. He does this in the spirit of humiliation that he should be com

I
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to move the substitution of the minority report for the majority, but it is
only an act of courtesy that the minority report should be considered, and it is only
by this motion that it can come before the house. I ask Brother Bundy and Brother
Reed to withdraw their motions, to permit me to move the substitution of the mi
nority report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Do I understand Brother Maccabe to make, as a sub
stitute for the pending motion, a motion to adopt the minority report?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, if I am in or
der, I make that motion.
I move you that the minority report be substituted for
the majority report.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Maccabe, of Massachusetts,
and seconded by Judge-Advocate. General Shaw Van, that a motion to adopt the mi
nority report be substituted for a motion to adopt a portion of the majority report.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: Commander, when I moved the previous
question I did not intend any discourtesy to anyone. I believe every brother here
has made up his mind very largely upon this question.
I know what the instruc
tions of the Division of Ohio are. I agree thoroughly with Brother Pollitt, and I
am also satisfied that no eloquent addresses, no remarks, no argument that could be
made by any brother upon this floor, will change the mind of a single delegate to
this Encampment.
I take it for granted the only object in making these speeches
is to accomplish some result, and as there seems to be none to be accomplished,
I therefore now move the previous question.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The previous question has already been moved.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: But other business has intervened.
Emil Pobstei., of Pennsylvania: I second Brother Bundy's motion for the pre
vious question.
Past Commander H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, I also second
the motion for the previous question.
The motion for the previous question was agreed to.
Past Commander E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, I would like to have
the minority report read.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The minority report continues the present titles of
Camp, Division and Commandery-in-Chief officers.
Commander T. M. Sweetland, of Rhode Island: Commander, as I understand it,
it leaves them just as they are now, without any change whatever.
The motion to substitute a motion to adopt the minority report for the motion
to adopt the majority report was lost.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I would like to offer an
amendment to also include Division officers.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The amendment is out of order at the present time;
the previous question having been ordered, the vote must be at once taken upon
the pending motion.
Those in favor of the amendment proposed by Brother Penniman, of Massachusetts —
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I rise to a point of
order. That was the statement made at the time by Brother Bundy, that other busi
An amendment was made
ness had intervened after the first motion was seconded.
after the motion for the previous question was seconded.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, that is the reason I made
the new motion.
I made it all over again, and it was seconded all over again.
The previons question was carried. The main ques
The Commandkb-in-Chief:
tion is now being put. The question now before the house is upon the proposed
pelled
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amendment. The question will then recur upon the original motion, and nothing
can intervene after the previous question is ordered.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I rise to a question
of information.
Will you allow me to ask Brother Bundy if the statement was not
made after he had made his last demand for the previous question, that other busi
ness had intervened?
Was not that statement made after your last demand for the
previous question?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I desire to say that I moved
the previous question twice, separately. The Commander-in-Chief remarked, when
I made the second motion, that the previous question had already been moved. I
replied that other business had intervened. That was my reason for moving it
I believe the minutes of the sten
again. It was then seconded by two Divisions.
ographer will so show.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The question now is upon the adoption of the
amendment of Brother Penniman, of Massachusetts, the result of which will be to
change the titles of Camp officers back to the old form, but to retain present titles
in the Divisions and the Commandery-in-Chief.
The proposed amendment was lost.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The question now recurs upon the original motion
to adopt the majority report of the Committee.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, before the vote is announced, I
ask that the roll be called.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Krackowizer asks for a call of the roll. The
Adjutant General will call the roll.
Commandant G. H. Huelbut, of Illinois: Commander, before the roll is called,
I ask for information. If the motion now before the Encampment carries, does it
change the Constitution?
The Commandeb-in-Chief : It does.
Commandant G. H. Hublbtit, of Illinois: Consequently a two-thirds vote is re
quired to do it.
The

Commandeb

in-Chief: It

is.

The Adjutant General concluded the call of the roll.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I desire to jhango
my vote from the affirmative to the negative, for the purpose of moving a recon
sideration.
The Adjutant General announced the result of the vote, as follows: Total num
ber of votes oast, 80; of which there were in the affirmative, 42; in the negative, 38.
The Commandeb-in Chief: The motion being in the nature of an amendment to
the Constitution, and a two thirds vote not having been cast in the affirmative, the
motion to adopt the majority report is not carried.
Chaflain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, then wo have
voted to adopt neither the majority nor the minority report?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: No, the Commandery-in-Chief has not voted not to
adopt the minority report; you have voted not to substitute a motion to adopt the
minority report for another motion. Is there any further motion to be made at the
present time.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, the committee
is prepared to go on with its report.
The Commandeb- in-Chief: The chairman of the Committee on Constitution,
Rules and Regulations may proceed.

publication of consolidated eepobts.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, the committee
would recommend the adoption of the following amendment to section 3, article V,
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chapter IV of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations: Insert after the word ''Ad
jutants," in the last sentence of that section, the following words, "which shall be
published quarterly in General Orders," so that the section will read:
"Seo. 3. The Adjutant General shall attest the approval of applications for
Charters, all orders issued from the Commandery-in-Chief headquarters; also, all com
missions, dispensations, circulars and other documents issued by the CommanderHe shall report to the annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief the
in-Chief.
business transactions of his office during his term, and at such other times as may
be required by the Council-in-Chief, or the Commander-in-Chief.
He shall consoli
date the quarterly reports of Division Adjutants, which consolidation shall be pub
lished quarterly in General Orders, and shall prepare a roll of all members of the
Commandery-in-Chief who are entitled to vote therein."
The new words are: "Which consolidation shall be published quarterly in Gen
eral Orders," as was illustrated in the last General Order of our Commander-in-Chief.
I move you the adoption of that amendment.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I second the mo
tion.
The motion was agreed to unanimously.
DIVISION

BEPOETS — WHEN TO BE MADE.

Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: The committee farther sub
mits, on the basis of the recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief, that the word
''thirty" be substituted in place of "sixty," in chapter V, article II, section 2, at the
bottom of page 49, so that the section will read:
''Sec. 2. The Adjutant of each Division shall on the receipt of returns note the
date of reception thereon, and shall turn over the Quartermaster Sergeant's returns,
with cash accompanying, to the Division Quartermaster.
He shall, within thirty
days after the commencement of the quarterly term, and for the information of the
Division Commander, consolidate the quarterly returns of the several First Sergeants,
and shall prepare a copy of such consolidated returns in full, to be forwarded by the
commanding officer to the Adjutant General within the time specified."

I

move you the adoption of that amendment.
F. F. Dbake, of Indiana: Commander. I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the amendment pro
posed by the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations be adopted. Is
there any discussion? Is the Commandery ready for the question?
Commander F. A. Agnew, of Kansas: Commander, such a provision as that
might do in the smaller and more compact Divisions; but in the Division of Kan
sas, where the Camps are scattered, and where two-thirds of the members are country
I do not
boys, it is hard work to get their reports in, especially in the summer time.
think 60 days is any too long for a Division that is scattered like our Division is,
and I shall certainly vote against the amendment.
Inspectob Genebal Henby Fbazee, of Ohio: Commander. I should like to ask
Brother Agnew if it would make any difference if he had nine months? If he had,
he never would get all his reports in.
Commander F. A. Agnew, of Kansas: Commander, when we had time we got our
reports nearly all in; but, this last time we did n't get near all of them in.
Inspectob Genebal Henby Fbazee, of Ohio: You had your 60 days at that time.
Commandant G. H. Hublbut, of Illinois: Commander, I would like to say to
Brother Agnew, from my experience in handling a Division probably as large as
Kansas, that there is just as much delay on a long time as on a short time. Fur
thermore, there is no question but what, if your Camp officers will do their duty, and
make out their reports on the last meeting night of the month, instead of waiting
till the loth or 30th of the following month, Division Commanders will have no
trouble in making their reports.
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Commander P. A. Babbows, of Nebraska: Commander, I believe 30 days is plenty
of time. The trouble is we give them too much scope.
They can just as well make
out their reports on time as after waiting. 60 days.
It bothers me a good deal, and
I suppose it bothers headquarters, also. I am in favor of cutting down the time
and making the Camp officers do their duty.
Past Commander H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, the Division of
Kansas is so anxious about military titles and straps, I think it would be well for
them to learn something about the military duty of promptness.
Thirty days is
plenty of time in which to get all these reports in.
Past Commander G. H. Sheibe, of Minnesota: Commander, I heartily concur
with Colonel Agnew, of Kansas. In Minnesota most of the boys are farmer boys.
During the summer months they are out threshing or harvesting, and they will not
get in their reports.
Sixty days gives the Division officers more time to do their
All those who have been connected with Division headquarters know
prodding.
that it takes two, three and sometimes four letters to these Camps to get in their re
port. They all want to make a bigger showing, and the Divisions want to make a
bigger showing in their consolidated reports, and the work that they do in writing
to these Camps is enormous. I hope the time will be kept (i0 days.
Past Commander C. F. Mobbison, of Montana:
Commander. Brother Agnew
spoke in regard to his Division being a large Division.
Mine is a small one. I have
had the pleasure of commanding a small Division, and I find that when we have but
5 or 10 days to get reports in, they get them in in time.
When we have 60 days,
they forget all about it and never get them in.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, the Missouri Camps are
not scattered as much as some others, but they have to go over mountains and down
through woods, and I firmly believe the shorter time is best. If a man has got to
get his report in, he does it — if he has got to get it in at once, he does it.
If he has
four or five or six months, he will wait until the last day every time.
Past Commander M. D. Fbiedman, of Alabama: Commander, a Division that
reaches from Alabama down to the Gulf of Mexico and South America thinks 30
days is sufficient time.
Commander F. Musskb, of Ohio: Commander, I desire to say that it is our opin
ion that 30 days is ample time for any Division to Bend in reports to headquarters.
If the Commander of a Division has 60 days in which to get in his report, he will be
that much more lax in hustling around to get in his reports from Camps.
We are
heartily in favor of the 30-day amendment.
Commander Louis L. Dbake, of New Jersey: Commander, I must confess that
as Division Commander I have probably taken aB long time to get in my report as
anybody else. I must confess, also, that it was not owing to the fact that I could
not, and did not, get my Division reports in.
The trouble with these reports is en
tirely with Division Commanders. If they don't get them in within 30 days, it is
their own fault. If I had had a chance this morning to tell about some of the draw
backs in our Order, I would have spoken largely on the poor officers we have, of
whatever age, old or young — the most ignorant man I found in my Division was a
man about 45 years of age. I don't think age is a matter of so much importance.
It is a matter of qualification. That is one of the things we want in this Order.
We want to get qualified men in, and after we have got them we want to have quali
If we have the right kind of officers for Division Commanders, they
fied officers.
The largest Divisions in this National Ecampwill get their reports in in 30 days.
They can do it in a week just as
ment don't require but a week on those things.
I am in favor of the 30 days, notwithstanding the
well as they can in two months.
fact that I have been in the habit of taking the 60 days, and perhaps more than
that.
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Past Commander R. Loebenbtein, of Missouri: Commander, it seems to me that
leaving this limit at CO days is an incentive and encouragement to lax discipline, as
There is no warrant in our law or Constitu
suggested by Brother Musser, of Ohio.
tion whereby a Camp can take two weeks or 30 days or 00. Their reports are due at
a certain time, and the extending of the limit of time to Commanders of Divisions'
giving them 00 days, results in lack of discipline. Camps will have more respect
for Commanders of Divisions if only 80 days is allowed them, and prompt reports
are insisted upon.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, it seems to me we
are framing our legislation forseotions, and not for the entire Order.
What Brother
Loebenstein has said is true. We are not amending the Division Constitution, or
the Constitution that he refers to, which fixes the time at which the Camp Captain
shall report. We are not amending that practically.
We are simply giving these
Division Commanders an opportunity to do that which they like to do. that is. report
You take a Division that has Camps scattered over
every Camp in their Division.
a large territory.
There are more things to contend with. My idea of the right
kind of a Division is the Division of Rhode Island, where Commander Sweetland
can reach every Camp in his Division in three hours; but take the Division of
our friend here from Nebraska, or Raymond, from Missouri, take it here in Mon
tana and how is it, and how is it possible for a Division Commander to do those
These
things in a certain time that can be done in these small, compact Divisions.
It is true it makes trouble sometimes,
things should be taken into consideration.
but that is just what the Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief is for.
Past Commander H. B. Baouley, of West Virginia: How long does it take the
mail to reach from one end to the other of the largest State in the United States?
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I do not think
this trouble occurs because Camp Commanders are derelict in their duty. It is be
cause, as in the Division of Kansas, certain months of the year they hold no meet
It is also unconstitutional
ings at all. That may be said to be unconstitutional.
to charge a man less than $1.50 as a muster fee, but yet we permit it and say nothing
about it. The Commander of the Kansas Division has more to contend with than the
Commander of some other Divisions, because his boys in the summer time are all
raking hay and gathering wheat; and in the corn State of Nebraska they are busy
gathering corn, and for a certain time of the year the Camp Commanders must neg
lect their duties, and that happens to be just the time when they should get their
We have a
reports in. because the Commandery-in-Chief is just about to meet.
Camp in New Jersey that there is trouble getting reports from at a certain time
every year, because the boys are off on the rivers and sounds gathering in oysters,
and they have no meetings for two or three months; but the other portions of the
year they are all right.
The previous question was moved and agreed to.
The motion to adopt the amendment reported by the committee upon Constitu
tion. Rules and Regulations was carried: 07 voting in the affirmative, 9 in the neg
ative.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Before taking up the reports of other committees,

I desire to state that Major Davis has presented to the delegates in attendance upon
this Encampment an engrossed form of certificate of membership in the Order,
which any delegate may obtain by application to the Adjutant General. It is a
very handsome souvenir, and any brother that desires may obtain one and have it
properly engrossed, framed, and hung in his room.

At the request of the local committee that some member of the Order be detailed
to command the visiting brothers, the Commander-in-Chief will detail Command
ant Hnrlbut to command the visiting brothers in line on parade this afternoon.

BE POET OF COMMITTEE

ON

BITUAL.

151

and it is urged that all visiting brothers turn out, and let those of us who are pres
ent use our influence to that end, and show our brothers in Montana our apprecia
tion of their kind reception by making the very best parade we can.
COMMUNICATION

FBOM DIVISION

OF

PENNSYLVANIA.

E. X. Bbidqes, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I would like to inquire why the
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations did not report on or what they
have done with the recommendations from the different Divisions presented to them.
Are they to be smothered in the committee? Are they not to be reported unless
that committee seeB fit to report them? I know the Division of Pennsylvania rec
ommended certain things, and I suppose those recommendations from Pennsylva
nia went to the committee. I would like to ask what has become of them.
Have
they been smothered in the committee, or where are they?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The question of the brother from Pennsylvania Di
vision is as to the disposition of the various recommendations from the Pennsylva
nia Division presented to the committee.
Past Commander J. B. Maocabe, of Massachusetts: The recommendations of the
Pennsylvania Division were passed upon and rejected. We didn't make a report
to that effect, because we did n't think it was necessary.
We have got them right
here, and will turn them and all other such matters over to the Adjutant General.
Commander Walteb E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander, do I understand
all to have been rejected?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, we received but
two recommendations of the Pennsylvania Division.
E. N. Bbidoes, of Pennsylvania: Commander, have we not power to call them
up at any time? I say that the committee should report on those matters favor
It is not right to smother
ably or unfavorably, and let them come before the house.
them in committees.
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I would like to ask
what became of the various amendments proposed by the New York Division?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: The secretary of the com
mittee has them, and they will be turned over to the Adjutant General.
They were
passed upon by the committee, and the committee decided not to report them.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is the Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies ready
to report ?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, the Committee on Rituals
and Ceremonies beg leave to submit the following report:

REPORT

OF COMMITTEE ON RITUAL.

Encampment S. of V., U. S. A. :
We, your Committee on Ritual, beg leave to submit the following report:
Your committee having carefully canvassed the situation, having given the re
port of the Special Committee on Revised Ritual due consideration, and having
faithfully endeavored to arrive at the wisest conclusions in relation to the ritualistic
work of the Order, would respectfully recommend —
1. That all the recommendations and the revised Ritual presented by the Special
Committee on Revised Ritual be not adopted by this Commandery-in-Chief.
2. That the present Ritual, as approved by the Eighth Annual Encampment,
be used by the Order pending the adoption by the Commandery-in-Chief of a threedegree Ritual.
3. That a prize ($300) be offered by this Encampment to the brother of the Or
der who shall prepare and submit to the Council-in-Chief, at least 30 days prior to
the meeting of the Twelfth Annual Encampment of the Commnndery-in-Chief,
the
best three-degree Ritual founded upon the three cardinal principles of the Order —
friendship, charity, and loyalty — embodying the prayers and obligations verbatim,
To the Eleventh Annual
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and the installation and memorial ceremonies, without material alteration, as the
same now exist in the present Ritual; the members of the Counoil-in-Chief
to be
the judges, and determine upon the merits of the various Rituals submitted: and
that the said Council-in-Chief be required to report the Ritual decided upon by them
as the best presented for the consideration and action of the Commandery-in-Chief,
the said prize money of $300 to be paid if the general plan, ideas and body of such
Ritual so recommended by the Council-in-Chief be adopted by the Commandery-inChief, but not otherwise; and that the Council-in-Chief be authorized to meet at the
place to be selected for the Twelfth Annual Encampment, and not more than four
days prior to the time fixed for the opening session thereof, to consider and prepare
a report upon the Rituals presented and proposed; and that the members of such
Council-in-Chief be authorized separately to suggest therewith any changes, amend
ments or modifications as may seem desirable to them, providing the same are not
inconsistent with the general plan, ideas or body of such Ritual.
4. We further recommend the continuance, without change, amendment, or modi
fication, of the present burial service of the Order; and that the recommendations
pertaining thereto, by the special committee aforesaid, be rejected.
5. We would further recommend that if any farther editions of the present Rit
ual be required to be printed by the Commandery-in-Chief or the Quartermaster
General, that the following changes be made, but that in no event shall the present
Rituals be recalled from the Camps and others substituted therefor, as the modifica
tions hereby recommended are not a part of the Ritual proper:
(a) In instruction No. 12, on page 4. after the word "the," in the third line, in
sert the words "Grand Army of the Republic."
(6) In instruction No. 12, after the word "military," in the third line, insert the

words "or patriotic."
"
" and."
c) In instruction No. 14, after the word recruits." insert the conjunction
Strike
out
instruction
No.
1(5
substitute
therefor
the
"It
shall
and
following:
d)
be lawful to use the term 'comrade' for 'brother' wherever the latter appears in
this Ritual."
(e) That the recommendation of the Committee on Ritual of the Eighth Annual
Encampment, as the same appears of record on page No. 40 of said Ritual, be stricken
out, believing that the recommendations of that committee, or of this one. should ap
pear only in the minutes of the proceedings of the Encampment, and are no part of
the Ritual of the Order.
All of which is respectfully submitted, in F. C. and L.,
Wm. E. Bundy, Chairman.
W. H. Russell, Secy etary.
W. H. Reed.
Robt. W. Wilson.
W. E. Smith.

E. W. Kkackowizek, of Wisconsin: Commander, I move the adoption of the
report, and suggest that possibly there might be inserted somewhere a provision as
to how these Rituals shall be submitted — under seal, so that the name of the brother
submitting it shall not become the general property even of the committee passing
It can be accomplished by the use of a sealed envelope.
upon it until choice is made.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, that can afterwards be
arranged. We have drawn a contract, an absolute contract, which will bind both
the Commandery-in-Chief
and bind the party submitting the Ritual, but unless his
Ritual is adopted in its general plan and scope and idea the Commandery is not
bound to pay a single dollar. The lawyers that were unfortunate enough to be upon
that committee drew that contract and embodied it in this report; so that when any
brother of the Order submits a Ritual for the consideration of the Council-in-Chief
— and we have placed it in the Council-in-Chief so as to save the Commandery asmuch expense as possibe, as the Council-in-Chief get their expenses paid anyhow,
and we didn't want them to go to the place of holding the next National Encamp
ment more than four days in advance for the purpose of considering this revised
Ritual — that will be time enough, if they put in their time profitably and use it to
advantage, to considar every plan and every ritualistic ceremony that may be pro
posed; and I believe the Council-in-Chief will be just as competent as any special
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ritualistic committee that could be appointed.
In reference to the suggestion made
by Brother Krackowizer, that can easily be arranged afterwards. What we are most
concerned about is the oontract as it appears in the body of this report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If the Commandery-in-Chief will allow the Com
mander-in-Chief one suggestion; a provision to allow the Council-in-Chief to meet
four days prior to the meeting of the Commandery will not save the Commandery
one cent of money, because we could not poBsibly get special rates of transportation
four days ahead of the time of meeting.
Past Commander W. E. Bundt, of Ohio: If our Committee on Transportation
made the arrangement, it seems to me it could be done.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Does this motion include the
entire Council-in-Chief, or only the three elective members?
The Commander-in-Chief:
There are five members of the Council-in-Chief now.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I move the re
port of the Committee on Ritual be adopted, except that portion that refers to
placing the word "comrade" in the Ritual.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, that is a constitutional
We have only drawn this Ritual to conform to the Constitution.
provision.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitx, of New Jersey: Commander, one reason why
I do that —
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I desire to second
the motion of Brother Krackowizer.
Commander L. L. Dbake, of New Jersey: Commander, I second Brother Pollitfs
motion.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
As I understand it, the Ritual is secondary, and must conform to the Constitution of
this organization.
The Constitution provides, in almost the exact words of this
instruction in the Ritual, that the word "comrade" may be used, and while I con
cede it is not absolutely necessary
that it should appear in the instructions,
still if the object is to prevent the use of the word "comrade" in the Ritual, it is
unconstitutional, and therefore out of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken. So much of the
Chaplain-in-Chief 's motion as referred to the exception is declared out of order.
The motion now is for the adoption of the report of the committee. Is the Com
mandery-in-Chief ready for the question?
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I move an amendment to the motion to
adopt the report of the committee so that the report under the third recommenda
You may have
tion will offer a prize of fHOO; $100 for each degree of the Ritual.
and you
a dozen Rituals submitted to this committee, or to the Council-in-Chief,
may get one good degree out of one, and another out of another, and another out
of a third, and by the combination of all those be able to get a better Ritual than
you would have by taking any single one complete; at any rate, I make that amend
ment to the motion.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, if that amendment pre
vails, I should like to explain that we would have to re-draw our contract.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I was going to suggest, as there is no way that that
question can be passed upon by the Commandery-in-Chief, the best way to do would
be to refer the matter back to the committee.
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: I move, then, Commander, that the matter be rereferred to the committee.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
As I understand it, your motion is to substitute for
the pending motion, the motion that the report be referred back to the committee
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with instructions to provide for a prize, to be subdivided — $100 for each degree —
and also with the instructions to provide for the presentation of the poposed Rit
uals in sealed envelopes. Is the motion seconded?
L. V. Williams, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion to refer the matter back to the committee was agreed to.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Is the Committee on Resolutions ready to report?
Commander W. S. Oberdobf, of New York: Commander, the committee is not
ready to report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Is the Committee on Reports of Officers and Distri
bution of Work ready to report?
Past Commander M. E. Hall, of Michigan: That committee is ready to report,
and will make its report through its secretary, Brother MeCrillis.
Past Commander E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander, I would suggest, as
a method of expediting business, that unless there is objection
to these recom
mendations as read, they be adopted by consent and no motion made.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, that course will be pur
sued.
The secretary of the committee will read the report.
The secretary proceeded with the reading of the report, as follows:

REPORT

OF

COMMITTEE

ON OFFICERS'

REPORTS.

Helena, Mont., August 10, 1892.
Annual Encampment, S. of V., V. S. A.:
Brothers — We, your committee to whom were referred the reports of the officers
of this Body, beg leave to report as follows, considering first the various recom
mendations of the Commander-in-Chief:
To the Eleventh

I

THE JUDD MALVIN CASE.

Recommendation No. 1.
therefore recommend that decision LXXVII of General
Webb be disapproved, and that it be the sense of the Commandery-in-Chief that a
proper construction of article V, chapter I, of the Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions, does not render illegitimate descendants eligible to membership in our Order,
and that the name of Judd Malvin, of Camp No. 25, Division of Maryland, S. V.
U. S. A., be stricken from the rolls as never having been eligible to membership.

Your committee recommend its adoption.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I should like to inquire if
that carries with it striking from the rolls the name of Judd Malvin.
The Commander-in-Chief:
It does.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Then Commander, I enter an objeotion,

and I want to discuss that question. I think it would be wise to just simply hear
the report of this committee now.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Hear all the report and then take up the recommen
dations hereafter seriatim t
Past Commander F. McChillis, of Illinois: Commander, I would ask that the
Encampment don't do that. What is the use of our reading this great long report,
and then reading it again!
The Commander-in-Chief:
I would suggest the better plan is to take up each
recommendation of the committee in order and pass upon it.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, then will the committee
Otherwise I will have to move to take a recess.
pass that recommendation.
Past Commander F. McCrillis, of Illinois: The committee will do anything that
is the pleasure of this Encampment.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, iet there be general consent
that that one recommendation be passed.
Past Commander R. Loehenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I desire to second the
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brother"* motion that, unless objection be raised, each section be considered adopted
as read.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that eaoh section of the
report as read by the committee be considered adopted unless objection is made. Is
the Commandery-in-Chief ready for the question?
All those in favor of the motion
of adopting each recommendation of the Committee on Officers' Reports as read,
unless objection is made, will signify so by,the usual sign. Those opposed, the same
sign. It seems to be, and is, carried. The committee will now read the first recom
mendation and Brother Bundy has the floor.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, the first recommendation
has already been read, and I object to it.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is there any motion?
Judoe-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Will a simple objection, Com
mander, hold this thing in abeyance until we are prepared to take it up and dispose
of it ? For the purpose of bringing it before the Encampment, I move the rejection
of that recommendation.
Past Commander R. Loebenstkin, of Missouri: Commander, as I understand it,
the first recommendation has been passed by unanimous consent upon the objection
of Brother Bundy.
The Commandee-in-Chiep: I understand that that recommendation is now be
Now
fore the Commnndery-in-Chief for consideration; that Brother Bundy objects.
if some brother moves to adopt or reject, it will come properly before the house.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move we do now take
recess until 4 o'clock this afternoon.
Commander F. A. Aonew, of Kansas: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
It is moved and seconded that the Commandery-inChief do now take recess until 4 o'clock this afternoon. Those in favor of the mo
tion will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed, the same sign. It seems to
be. and is. carried, and recess is taken until 4 o'clock this afternoon.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.
August 10, 1892.
The Commandery-in-Chief was called to order by the Commander-in-Chief at 4
o'clock P.M.
The Adjutant General called the roll.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The first recommendation contained in the report of
the Committee on Officers' Reports is before the Commandery, and Brother Bundy
has the floor to make a motion.

the judd mai/vin

case.

Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move you that the first
recommendation of the Committee on Officers' Reports, concurring in the recom
mendation of the Commander-in-Chief, as reported on page 15 of his annual report,
relative to the case of Brother Judd Malvin, of the Division of Maryland, be rejected,
and that the decision of Commander-in-Chief
Leland J. Webb in regard to this case
be adopted as official by this Encampment.
Commander Habby Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, in order to bring
this question before the house, I second the motion.
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Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander and brothers, this
is a serious step we are about to take, and I rise simply for the purpose of asking
for information upon the subject, that this matter may be properly presented to
us.
I would ask, if it be in order, that the Commander-in-Chief state to us the
reason of these rulings.
I would like to ask that, if it is in order. I do not under
stand the situation exactly.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I should like first to have
the question properly stated before the house.
I am not sure, myself, just exactly
how the motion was worded.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Will the stenographer please read the motion as
made by Brother Bundy?
The stenographer read the motion, as follows:
Past Commander Wm, E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander. I move you that the first
recommendation of the Committee on Officers' Reports, concurring in the recom
mendation of the Commander-in-Chief, as reported on page 15 of his annual report,
relative to the case of Brother Judd Malvin, of the Division of Maryland, be rejected,
and that the decision of Commander-in-Chief Leland J. Webb in regard to this case
be adopted as official by this Encampment.
The Commandek-in-Chief:

That is the motion before the house.

It

was sec

onded by Commander Rosenhaupt, of Washington.

Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, then discussion is in order?
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I rise to a point
of order. My point of order is, that the latter part of that motion is superfluous
and ought to be stricken out, because, if I understand it properly, the opinion of
General Webb has once been made official, and is the highest law we have in this Or
For that reason, I would ask to have the latter part of that motion
der to-day.
stricken out as improper.
The Judge-Advocate General is mistaken in stating
The Commandeh-in-Chief:
that it has been made official. It was never approved by the Commandery-iu-Chief ;
was never presented to the Commandery-in-Chief
for action. Is there any further
discussion?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy. of Ohio: Commander, I have something to say,
but I would like to give way to you if you have anything to state upon the ques
tion, before I state the reasons why I make the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chikf: I have nothing whatever to say until I can see some
possible reason why brothers in this Order desire illegitimate sons to come into it.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I desire to call the atten
tion of this Encampment to the wording of the Constitution of this organization,
under which the decisions were made in this particular case. I ask brothers to turn
to page 16 of the report of the Commander-in-Chief, or else I will read it at the
proper time. I desire to say that I have the most profound respect for the legal
opinion of the distinguished lawyer who has the honor to be the head of this Order.
I have, also, a profound respect for the legal opinion of that other good lawyer who
was his predecessor;
and as this is a case where two such good lawyers differ. I feel
it perfectly safe to appeal to this Encampment to sustain the decision of one in
preference to that of the other.
Now, whatever may be the individual opinion of the Commander-in-Chief as to
the admission of illegitimate sons into this organization, it should not have any in
fluence or weight with this Encampment.
Brothers of this Encampment. I desire
you to distinctly understand that this is a legal decision asked for by somebody
whose name is not stated in these proceedings, or, I believe, by the Commander of
Now, it is incumbent upon this Encampment to
the Grand Army of the Republic.
place itself more or less upon record on this question; and the Constitution of the
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Order, it seems to me, settles it beyond any dispute whatever. There must be some
other reason than appears on the surface that actuated some brother of this Camp
to start this question moving in the Order. I have been informed by the Com
mander of the Maryland Division that sinister motives induced brothers who were
jealous of Judd Malvin, who belonged to some other companies in that Camp, to
try to get him out, and he being such a good, faithful, honorable member, there was
nothing else that could be brought against him, except that his father had sinned
before him, and that the sins of the father should be visited upon the children.
Now. the Constitution of this Order reads, in its preamble:
il We, the
undersigned, male descendants of soldiers, sailors and marines who
served in the army or navy of the United States during the civil struggle of 18C1'65, hereby unite and form an association for the purpose and object hereinafter
set forth, and, in so doing, pledge ourselves to be governed by the Constitution,
Rules, Regulations, Rules of Order and By-Laws which are based on the same."
Was not Judd Malvin the male descendant of a soldier? Is that question dis
puted before this house.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, the brother says
that he is the male descendant of a soldier. What is the name of this son that is
presenting himself for admission, or has been admitted?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, it don't make any differ
ence what his name is.
ddge- Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: You concede he is an illegit
imate child?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Yes, sir.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Now, what is the law on that

J

subject?

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, if we take this discussion in an orderly
manner, we would get through it more speedily. Let Brother Bundy proceed.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander,
don't care what the
common law is. I am perfectly satisfied for my part with the law of this organi
zation. I am satisfied for my part to run this organization by the laws of the
I am satisfied for my part to govern the world by the laws of human
organization.
ity and. of God; and I say that the laws of this organization, the laws of humanity
and of God. and the principles of this Order, demand that Judd Malvin be retained
upon the rolls of that Camp.
Now let us for just a moment pass to the eligibility clause about which so much
has been said:

I

"All male descendants, not less than 18 years of age, of deceased or honorably
discharged soldiers, sailors or marines who served in the Union army or navy
during the civil war of 1861-'65 shall be eligible to membership: Provided, That no
person shall be eligible who has ever been convicted of any infamous crime. . . ."
Is not Judd Malvin a male descendant of an honorably discharged soldier? Is
that question disputed in this proceeding?
Has he ever been convicted of any in
famous crime? Does that question become a part of this case at all?
". . . Or who has, or whose father has, ever borne
ment of the United States of America."

arms against the Govern

Has his father ever borne arms against the Government of the United States
Now, under what law, I ask, has the Commander-inChief decided that the name of Judd Malvin shall be stricken from the rolls of that
What law? Point me to a Bection or an article in the Consti
Camp in Maryland?
tution of this organization that is not just as plain as it can be written against such
a ruling.
I am informed, further, that the Committee on Constitution considered
this question last night.
Recognizing, full well, that no decision of this kind could
any more than yours or mine?
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stand in law or could stand in reason, unless the Constitution specifically supported
it, they decided to put into the eligibility clause the word " legitimate.''
I speak,
brothers of this Encampment, with more feeling upon this question than any ques
tion upon which I expect to address you, simply for the reason that I don't want
the recording angel to record against me the sin of legislating against one of my
fellow-men who has not sinned himself, who is not at fault himself. I don't care, sir,
whether or not the Commander-in-Chief, who says:
"Certainly our loyalty to the memories of our deceased ancestors imposes npon
us the obligation to preserve their good name from the —
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Brother Bundy's time has expired.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I move you
that Brother Bundy be given five minutes more in which to address the convention.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is there any objection to Past Commander Bundy
being given five minutes further? If not, by unanimous consent his time is ex
tended five minutes.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I thank the brothers most
heartily for their courtesy,
W. Scott Beebe, of Oregon: Commander, I would like to ask whether or not
the Constitution of this Division in which this case arose, at the time this decision
was made, contained the word "legitimate?"
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The preamble contained the word ''lineal" at the
time the decision was made.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, the language of the Com
mander-in-Chief is as follows:
"With all respect for the kindly feelings which prompted General Webb to write,
'To keep him out because of the indiscretion of his father, and because his mother
"loved not wisely but too well," would be a gross injustice to him. We teach friend
.
.
.
but it would be a most uncharitable act to close
ship, charity, and loyalty,
our doors against him.'
I cannot agree with his conclusions. Certainly our loy
alty to the memories of our deceased ancestors imposes upon us the obligation to
preserve their good name from the insidious attacks of those who would elevate
themselves upon the ruins of their reputation, and it would seem to be a misdi
rected charity which would permit such a result."
"Elevate themselves upon the ruins of their reputation!"
Why, sir, is it so
bad as that? Why does not the Grand Army of the Eepublic then refuse to admit
his father to membership?
I say to you that so long as the father is good enough
to be a member of the Grand Army of the Republic his son is good enough to march
shoulder to shoulder with me everywhere I go. Why did n't the Commander-in-Chief
of the Grand Army of the Republic protest ? It must have been because in his heart,
in his soul, he felt that such injustice would be unworthy of the man that he was.
He just simply called attention to it because somebody had called it to his atten
tion, perhaps in an insidious spirit.
Now, brothers of the Encampment, I don't know that I desire to take up the
full additional five minutes you have been so kind as to accord me. There is noth
ing in our present Constitution that prevents Judd Malvin from being a member.
There is nothing in our Constitution which by inference could exclude him. The
law, sir, in every State in the Union accords to him the same right as it does to you
or me. It does not make any difference acoording to the laws of the great State of
Ohio, from which I have the honor to come, whether a poor boy was born in wed
lock or out of wedlock, when it comes to his inheritance.
Justice, humanity and our
laws recognize him as just as good as any other son, and his inheritance is equal.
Now, I am aware that there is among the people a certain prejudice against those
who are illegitimately born.
They can belong to the churches of the land, thank
God, whether they can belong to any other organization or not. Their souls may
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be as clean, their hearts may be as pure, other things being considered, their efforts
may be as great, their abilities and energies may be as great as yours and mine, but
yet I say there is a prejudice against them throughout the land. As the Commanderin-Chief aays, some of our soldiers may have been guilty of indiscretions.
If they
were, I don't care whether their offspring be black or white; it don"t make any dif
ference to me whether they be half black or half white, if they are otherwise worthy
to enter into this organization, I for one am always willing to raise my voice and
raise my hand in their behalf. I am not afraid of associating with people who are
just as good as I am, because the false ideas of society have invaded and darkened
their existence ever siucj they were old enough to understand. From the first day
they go to school they are —
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The brother's time has expired.
W. S. Beebe, of Oregon: Commander, this question when decided by this En
campment will be a preoedent, and it ought to be a correct one. Now, I have this
afternoon examined into it a little, and I am satisfied that this young man Malvin
is eligible to this Order. In the first place he is eligible under this Constitution.
I
think there is no question about that. He is a male descendant of Gen. Robert
Anderson. There is no question about that. The only question is, is he a lineal
descendant, and does he come within the provisions of the Constitution that ob
tained before the present one. I think he does. I think he is a lineal descendant.
If he is, he is eligible and entitled to admission. In deciding that question, I think
the Encampment should consider the state of the law in Maryland.
An illegitimate
Bon is a citizen of the United States and of the State of Maryland, if the law of that
State under any possible circumstances make him legitimate — if it make him the
heir of his father or mother under certain circumstances, and those circumstances
exist, I think there would be no question in this Encampment by any member who
is a lawyer that we should construe that law and our Constitution and the facts in
this case so as to harmonize, and if possible construe them so as to hold by this de
cision that this young man is eligible.
I am willing to admit, upon the premises upon which the Commander-in-Chief
based his decision, the decision is right.
If he is illegitimate, and has not been made
legitimate by any law, I think him ineligible unless the word "lineal" is eliminated
from the Constitution.
I understand that was in the Constitution under which the
decision was made.
Now another proposition.
Every member here will understand that in the con
struction of a statute, or of the Constitution, or of any provision of this society, the
presumption must be in favor of innocence and against guilt; in favor of honesty
and against dishonesty. Now take this case: The statute of Maryland, of 1878,
provides —

"If any man shall have a child or children by any woman whom he shall after
wards marry, such child or children, if acknowledged by that man, shall, by virtue
of such acknowledgment, be hereby legitimatized, and capable in law of inheriting
and transmitting, as if born in lawful wedlock."
The Commandeb-in-Chief:

If

will allow

me to interrupt him, so that
claimed that any marriage cere
mony was performed between Gen. Robert Anderson and the colored woman who
was the mother of Judd Malvin, and the applicant does not take the name of his
father, which he would have done had that been the case, as I understand it.
Adjutant Genebal Tobias: And furthermore, Commander, Bro. Judd Malvin
does not come under the jurisdiction of the State laws of Maryland; although he is
a member of the Maryland Division, he is a resident of the District of Columbia.
W. S. Beebe, of Oregon: If the Commander-in-Chief
is right in his premises, he
he may go on understandingly:

It

the brother

has never been
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If he is wrong in his premises, he is wrong in his deoision. I undertake to say that the Commander is wrong, for the reason that upon
the statement of facts submitted in his decision he does not undertake to say
whether or not there was a marriage. He does not undertake to say whether or not
He does say, and it is here admitted, that this
there was a recognition of this man.
We grant that.
But suppose he was. Are you going to
man was illegitimate.
presume, in order to exolude a man from this Order, that his father and mother
were never afterwards married?
That is what you have got to do in order to ex
Are you going to presume that his father never recognized him? That
clude him.
is what you have to do if you are going to exclude him from this Order.
The rule
of construction is entirely different. The presumptions must all be in favor of the
right. This Encampment sits here like a court or any other tribunal having power
and authority to decide the questions that lawfully come before it, but, like any
other tribunal, this Encampment is bound by the established rules of construction,
and will infer and will presume that the father and mother of this young man were,
I think it is their
after his birth, legally married. They have a right to so presume.
duty to do so. Not only that, I think they would presume further that Robert An
derson acknowledged this man to be his son. This Encampment has a right to
presume that that is a fact, and it seems to me that settles this question.
I understand it to be a fact that Gen. Robert Ander
The Commander-in-Chief:
son has acknowledged that this man is his illegitimate son.
W. S. Beebe, of Oregon: Then, Commander, it seemB to me entirely immaterial
whether this man was illegitimate or not. It must be so, unless you violate every
Te exclude Judd Malvin, you must presume, that Robert An
rule of construction.
derson and the mother had never married, and that is wrong; the presumption would
be the other way.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Not where there is an admission that the child was
is right in his conclusion.

illegitimate.
W. S. Beebe, of Oregon: There is no admission of that sort, as I have read the
record.
There is an admission of that sort upon the record,
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
and if the brother will look at the full decision of General Webb, as referred to in
my decision, he will find it.
think
have done that. If I have over
W. S. Beebe, of Oregon: Commander,
But the main question is this:
looked it, of course I am wrong in that proposition.
He claims to be an illegitimate son of this man. If he is, if by the law of Maryland he
is made legitimate, he is a citizen of that State, and he is a member of a Camp in
It is said that he is not a resident of that State, but so far as the record
that State.
in this case is concerned he is; and if he has been made legitimate by the law of
that State, he is eligible to membership in this Order.
Adjutant General Tobias: Commander, Judd Malvin is a member of a Camp
in the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia, which is attached to the
The laws of Maryland have no more to do with him than they
Maryland Division.
have with a brother in California.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The trouble is that Brother Beebe, unfortunately, has
not examined the record. He is not familiar with the fact that the Division of
Maryland is not the Division of the State of Maryland, but includes other States,
and the District of Columbia.
The record shows that Judd Malvin is a member of
a Camp in the District of Columbia, in the Division of Maryland.
W. S. Beebe, of Oregon: Commander, my reading of the record shows the con
If I am wrong about it, I am wrong in my position.
trary.
The Commander in-Chief: The record shows that he is a member of Camp No.

I
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of the Division of Maryland.
Camp No. 25 of the Division of Maryland ia
located in the oity of Washington, in the District of Columbia.
W. S. Beebe, of Oregon: Does that appear in this record, Commander?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It appears from the records of the Commaudery-inChief. We are supposed to know where the Camps of our Divisions are located.
W. 8. Beebe, of Oregon: Possibly the Commander-in-Chief will take notice of
that fact.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
He certainly will.
W. S. Beebe, of Oregon: But the statement in the record is sufficient to warrant
At any rate, I am will
me in saying that he is a citizen of the State of Maryland.
ing to go so far as to presume, for the purpose of admitting this man to this Order,
that he is a citizen of the State of Maryland, and that he has been made legitimate
by the laws of the State of Maryland.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If the Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief will assume
command, I have a very few words to say.
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Fuller assumed command.
Commandeb-in-Chief Weeks: Will the brothers permit me to speak without com
ing down upon the floor?
I am not particularly interested just at this time in any question as to what the
recording angel will do when he writes up my accounts in the other world. I am,
rather, interested in keeping this organization of the Sons of Veterans in line with
the Grand Army of the Republic.
I am, rather, interested in keeping our organiza
tion limited in its membership to those with whom we would associate ourselves in
Now the law of the State of
any other organization under similar circumstances.
Maryland has been read here. What it has to do with the case, I do n't know. The
facts are simply these: Camp No. 25 of the Division of Maryland is located in the
This brother applied for mem
District of Columbia, in the city of Washington.
bership. It was known at the time of his application that he was not the legitimate
son of Robert Anderson, and the case, as presented to General Webb, admitted tbat
fact.
This brother is colored. Gen. Robert Anderson is white. There is no con
tention that any marriage ceremony was ever performed between Gen. Robert An
derson and Judd Malvin's mother. Now we can presume anything under God's
heaven, if we want to, but do n't let us presume something that we know is not the
fact.
If there had been a marriage ceremony, he would no longer be an illegitimate
son.
The marriage would have legitimatized him. Do n't let us try to close our
eyes to any of those things.
Now, something has been said here about sinister motives prompting this investi
It seems to me rather strange that such a
gation, because of some feeling there.
statement should be made upon the floor of this Encampment by a member from
Ohio when the Commander of the Maryland Division sits upon the floor of this Enoampment; and that it should come to the ears of the Commander-in-Chief for the
first time now, when the Commander-in-Chief notified the Commander of the Divi
sion of Maryland that it was his intention to make this recommendation, and when
he spoke to the Commander of the Division of Maryland upon the train on the way
here; and especially in view of the fact of the trouble that the Commander-in-Chief
has had with the Division of Maryland during the past year, trying to keep them
out of hot - water it seems very strange that that information should come to the
Commander-in-Chief from the lips of a brother from Ohio.
Now, brothers, I know nothing about anything of that sort, if it exists. The
matter came to my attention by the inclosure, from the Commander-in-Chief of the
Grand Army of the Republic, of a letter from a Post Commander of the Grand Army
of the Republic, calling his attention to the fact that the Order of the Sons of Vet
25
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The Com
admitting illegitimate sons, and asking if that was right.
mander-in-Chief of the Grand Army asked me in his letter if that was the faot.
wrote back to him that, having examined the records, I found such to be the case,
Now, brothers, we admit to our
and that I would present it to this Encampment.
Are we to exercise this wonderful theory
membership male descendants of veterans.
of presumption, brought here from Oregon, and presume that when we enacted the
provision admitting male descendant 3 that we intended the provision to read ad
Is that the presumption, or
mitting male descendants, legitimate or illegitimate?
Are we not rather to presume that
are we to assume the presumption of purity?
we intended only to admit legitimate descendants? Our membership is an inherit
I don't know about the laws of the State of Ohio, but if the laws of the
ance.
State of Ohio provide that illegitimate children shall share equally with legitimate
children, it is a novel theory of law. I never heard of such a thing before. If it is
so, the practice of law in the probate courts of Ohio must be a source of enormous
I know very well if that were the case in the State of New York we would
revenue.
more
have
probates of heirship than the courts could manage if they kept open day
and night, and three or four courts were running to do the business that one does
now.
The question for you to decide,
But that is not the question for us to decide.
brothers — and there is nothing personal in this matter in regard to Judd Malvin:
I recognize the fact, and am pleased to state it here, that nothing can be said against
him individually; that he, since his membership in the Order, has been a good mem
ber, and has even been an officer of his Division and served with credit to himself
and to his Division — but the question, and the only question for us to determine,
is whether we intend to admit illegitimate children. Now, if that is so, who will de
erans were

I

John Smith comes before your Camp and says:
termine their right to membership?
" I am the illegitimate son of William Jones.
My mother was his mistress in the
South, and when William Jones was there he begot me, and I am now a respected
citizen in this community; and although William Jones is dead, and although his
family live, and all his boys, fine noble fellows, who respected their father and his
memory, are members of your Camp, and although his daughters are members of
your Ladies' Aid Society, I, by virtue of William Jones's indiscretion, claim member
ship in your Order." Is that the situation that you desire to face you? Is that the
situation that it was intended should exist when we enacted an eligibility clause, and
said in it, "all male descendants" ?
The matter is with the Comtnandery-in Chief.
The Commander-in-Caief resumed command.
Commander R. W. Wilson, of Maryland: Commander, I want to exonerate my
The Commander-in-Chief seemed to be laboring under the misapprehension
self.
that I brought this matter up and got members of other Divisions to light him.
I simply gave the facts to those that asked me. I intended
That is not the fact.
to make no fight in the mutter; did n't intend to mention it to any one, and have
not; and I would not ask any one else to fight any question that I wanted to bring
up myself. The matter was brought up in the report, and it was mentioned, and.
I asked nobody to do
of course, I ^ave the facts in the case as I understood them.
anyt lung whatever.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The Commander of the Maryland Division misun
derstood me. I simply stated that was surprised that the matter should come to
me from another source, and not from my friend from Maryland, where I supposed
I would get any information there was to be had upon the question.
R. W. Wilcox, of New York: Commander, I desire to ask a question of Brother
Dundy, a question which, it occurs to me, might throw some light upon the situa

I
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tion: Has Gen. Robert Anderson ever made any effort to put this son in a respect
able position, or to make his position a legal one?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I do n't know about that.
I do n't know what the laws of Maryland or the laws of the United States may re
I know nothing except snoh information as
quire in that particular.
have
gleaned from the record, and such information as I gave the Commandery-in-Chief
in my own argument.
R. W. Wilcox, of New York: Is it the intention, if this question should be es
tablished, to inquire into the paternity of applicants for membership in the Order?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I would say to the brother,
it is always the intention to inquire into the paternity of applicants for member
ship. We have a committee appointed for that purpose, and I presume the com
mittee acted in the case of Judd Malvin.
That is the only competent authority that
I know of that could act upon it. I do n't know how to get anybody out of the Or
der, except by court-martial, or by dropping them.
I know of no other legal way.
R. W. Wilcox, of New York: Commander, it seems to me, that if this Com
mandery-in-Chief is going to constitute itself a court of inquiry into the paternity
of whoever may become an applicant for membership in it, we have got a pretty
large contract on hand; and I cannot see that the Commandery-in-Chief ought to
It lays a large field open for culti
go behind the legal records in a case like this.
vation, to be worked by honest and dishonest persons. It seems to me this is a
question where the Commandery-in-Chief ought to be guided by the common law.
It ought to be guided by the action of the Grand Army of the Republic, and it
ought to be guided by common sense.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, this discussion
has thrown some light on the subject.
I was at first, as I supposed the facts to be
surrounding this case, heartily in sympathy with and in favor of this boy. I had
presumed then that the father had gone so far in the recognition of that child as to
take him to his own household and there protect him beneath the parental roof,
but now I understand the case altogether differently.
I understand ■that he ac
knowledges that this is an illegitimate child of his, but does not undertake to care
for him nor protect him. That being the case, I will suggest to my brother here
who undertook to investigate the Maryland law a little, the status of this matter in
a court of law, and I think I will state it clearly so that it can be comprehended
without any trouble. What would be the status of a ohild born out of lawful wed
lock under the common law, and that was the law of this land until it was changed?
Under the common law, he could neither inherit from any source, nor grant, nor
have heirs.
He was an absolute nullity at common law.
Now, then, what is his po
sition to-day in the District of Columbia?
But I care not whether it be in the Dis
trict of Columbia or State of Maryland, the preamble of our Constitution says
that "all male descendants are eligible."
I don't care whether it is lineal descend
ants or male descendants.
In determining the meaning of the words " male de
scendants,'' we must arrive at the legal definition thereof. Now, what law must
determine who are male descendants? The law of the place of abode of the appli
Then what is the law of the place of abode of that person? There is not a
cant.
solitary State in this Union that grants an illegitimate child any rights under the
common law, because, if the common law is in force, an illegitimate child is a
Then, the only rights that any child can acquire who is illegitimate
nullity.
are the rights that are given to them by the statutes of the different States.
In
order to bring this child within the meaning of ''male descendant,'' you must
ascertain for a fact what the law of the District of Columbia is. We know nothing
about it. Then we must presume what? Either that a law has been passed legiti
matizing that child, or that no law has been passed at all.
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a "male descendant," we must presume two things: First, that
of Columbia has passed a law legitimatizing this child; and, second, we
must presume that the conditions and performances required by that law have been
complied with by the applicant or hi* father. There are two steps we must take.
Now I say that we are treading on dangerous ground. We are opening up to spec
ulators an opportunity to blackmail each and every one of us; for harlots and pros
titutes to do it, if they see fit, I say it is wrong.
But I say, if any man with an illegitimate child will take him to his own house
hold and say, "Here is my flesh and blood; I want the world to recognize him," and

To make this child

the District

that man is a man of character, I say that child should be recognized by us as well
as by its father; but I say, not for one moment would I permit myself to approve the
application of anyone who comes burdened with another name than that of his
father. That is my position in this matter, exactly. If that father had gone far
enough to recognize that man as his sou, it would be well and good; but it appears
to me from what has cropped out here that he has never done it — never opened his
door to him. There never should be a cloud thrown upon the blood of the appli
cant who presents himself for admission to this Order. Now if we intend —
The Commander-in-Chief:
The brother's time has expired.
Judge-Advooate
General R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, if I might pro
ceed a moment- -

The Commander-in-Chief:
Unanimous consent is asked that the Judge-Advocate
General may proceed for a moment longer. If there is no objection, he will be per
mitted to go on. The Chair hears none.
Judge-Advocate General R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I say we should
never open the door for the stultification of our blood. For we claim we are of loyal
blood. As the Commander in-Chief has wisely said. Jones may come here and say
that Smith in yenrs past was his father, and that a prostitute had been his mother —
The precedent is worth more than any
and are you going to say that he is eligible?
single member of the Order, the precedent that we are about to make here to-day;
and I say. under the rule of law, there can be no interpretation that will admit this
child legally to the inheritance of the blood of that father. There is no interpreta
tion of the law that can lead to it, and certainly we ought not to open our door
to-day and admit everybody that may simply claim the blood of a descendant.
Commander W. S. Oberdobf, of New York: Commander, for the father who
claims that he has an illegitimate son, and who will not endeavor to secure his sup
And to make
port and guide his way through life, hell has no tortures too severe.
the life of an illegitimate son — as the brother who has just taken his seat would do
— dependent upon the action of such an unnatural father, is a proposition too out
And, also, for this Order to say to a man in
rageous for humanity to entertain.
Ohio, who is an illegitimate son, but who perhaps by the laws of Ohio will be claimed
to be legitimate, you cannot obtain admission into this Order, is simply placing
barriers between brothers who should come into thiB Order upon a common basis.
We cannot say that one brother, born under the same conditions as another, shall
When we do that we are framing
not come into this Order by reason of State laws.
a Constitution which will breed endless troubles and require a court of inquiry to
keep us straight.
This is not the only case of this kind. I know nothing of the history of this par
ticular brother, but I do know that in the State of New York there are illegitimate
sons who are struggling against the prejudices — against the chains of society that
are trying to drag them down; who are endeavoring to live honest and upright lives;
whose fathers are members of the Grand Army of the Republic; and who are living
up to the light of intelligence and Christianity as they know it, and who are the
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peers of anybody standing upon this floor to-day in intelligence and conduct; and
until the Constitution of the Order is amended so that there can be no doubt upon
this question, I say that we are doing a wrong to give this decision in accordance
with the interpretation of the Commander-in-Chief.
Amend the Constitution to con
form to the decision of the Commander-in-Chief, if you want to, and there is no one
upon this floor to-day who will Bupport that measure more heartily than I will; but
when brothers have been taken in under the ordinary interpretation of our laws,
what are you going to do with them? Ostracize them, shove them away, plunge
them still deeper into the difficulties under which they are laboring, and perhaps
blot out the only ray of sunlight that appears to them in an upward and onward
say, No.
path towards true citizenship and true humanity?
The Commander-in-Chief:
I should like to ask Commander Oberdorf — I under
stood him to use the plural — does he know of more than one illegitimate son in the

I

New

York Division?

Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I know of but one now.
I know of two that have been.
Past Commander B. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander,
desire to ask, with
your permission, a question of the Judge-Advocate General, and that is, whether
there is any legal definition of "male descendants," or the word "son"?
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: It is a male offspring; and a
descendant may be a male offspring and it may not be.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I do not think the Judge-Advocate General quite
The legal definition of "male descendant" is a legal descend
answers the question.
ant, a legitimate descendant.
The law in itself does not recognize any descent out
of wedlock.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: The question was as to the legal
definition of the word " son."
Judge-Advocate General R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I will state to
First, those of our flesh and blood,
the brother that there are two kinds of sons.

I

and those that are made sons by the law of the land.

Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Are they both not legitimate?
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: One kind is born of the flesh
and blood of his father, and the others are made sons by the laws of the land, and
both may inherit.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, the reason I ask the
qnestion, in all this discussion the old Constitution has been quoted as reading
In fact it do n't read that way. The
"male descendants" in the eligibility clause.
old Constitution read, "sons not less than 18 years of age, of deceased or honorably
discharged soldiers, sailors." etc. The old Constitution read " sons."
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I will give the
brother a little further light. I will say a son, in law, according to the term used in
the old Constitution, is one that is recognized to be an heir of common parents.
That is the law.
W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Commander, I cannot agree with the Judge-Advocate
General in his construction of the common law. An illegitimate son, an illegitimate
descendant, is not nullius fllius absolutely at common law, but only as to inherit
ance.
That has been decided by all our courts; that has been decided by all the
courts of the United States, and notably by the United States Supreme Court, to be
the common law, that they are not descendants nullius fllius absolutely, but only as
to inheritance.
Judge Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, may I ask the
brother a question? Will he tell me what the common law is?
W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Just what I have stated.

>
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The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I might suggest to the brother that this is really a
question of inheritance.
W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Commander, if I have been misinformed as to the
old Constitution, and I have been if it reads as Brother Loebenstein says — I under
stood from the Constitution that it was " male descendants."'
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The old Constitution says " all sons."
W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Commander, I agree fully with the remarks of Brother
Oberdorf. I think the way it stands now and the way it stood then that the decision
of Leland J. Webb was correct, but to guard against anything of the kind in the
future I think this Constitution should be amended, because the word " descendants "
clearly means, under the law, issue. I want to quote you now a decision or two that
are applicable to this case. The precedent that this decision would establish has been
spoken of, and there this question would arise. "All male descendants." That, ac
cording to my construction of the law, and according to the construction of the com
mon law. would allow this man, Judd Malvin, to be admitted into this Order. Why?
What does "descendant" mean?
We all understand the use of the word "male."
Anderson's Law Dictionary, whioh is known by lawyers to be good authority
is one who has issued from an individual.
The
everywhere, says, "A descendant
word is coextensive with issue." Will any one dispute that this illegitimate son is
the issue of Robert Anderson, an honorably-discharged Union soldier?
There is no
question about that. Redfield on Wills, vol. i, p. 409, says: "Descendant does not
mean heir-at-law or next of kin: but it means the issue of the body of the person
named." Is not Judd Malvin the issue of the body of the person named, Robert
Anderson? There can be no question about that. Webster's Dictionary, which is
always accepted as good authority everywhere over this land, says that " a descend
ant is one proceeding from an ancestor or source."
That is quoted by the principal
law dictionaries, Bouvier's for one.
Now if that be the true construction and defi
nition of the word "descendant," then it seems clear to me that under the present
Constitution a precedent should not be established similar to the one now suggested
by the Commander, because as it now reads there can be no question, according to
ray idea of this case, but what this man, Judd Malvin, is eligible, because he is the
issue of Gen. Robert Anderson.
We don't claim that he is the only son, but he is
the issue.
We do not claim that he is his heir, that he has ever been made so by the
law; but he is the issue, he is a "descendant," under all the rules given by the law
authorities.
Now then, I would suggest before we go further, that is, before we leave this En
campment, that we amend this Constitution as it now is so as to prevent questions
of this kind arising again. This Constitution could surely be amended, if it is
deemed wisest and best, truest and most honest, so as to keep out illegitimate sons.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander and brothers, be
fore I say anything I desire to apologize to you for appearing in citizen's dress, but
my uniform has been delayed en route, and I have to appear in this condition or not
appear at all.
The conclusion of the Committee on Constitution. Rules and Regulations on this
subject was this: We believe the spirit of our Constitution was in harmony with the
decision of the Commander-in-Chief; but unfortunately for us, perhaps, none of us
are jurists, and we had to look at this subject in the light of common sense, and as
we interpreted the Constitution.
But as this Commandcry may have absorbed some
of the information on this subject which these eminent jurists that belong to the
body have given us, we decided to make this recommendation, and this is the posi
tion of the committee: that as brothers we believe the position of the Commanderin-Chief to be correct; that it complies with the spirit of our Constitution; and we
leave it to you, after hearing these able jurists, to say whether the Constitution shall
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be made more definite or shall be amended in any respect; but we submit that, under
the spirit of the Constitution, the decision of the Commander in-Chief is correct. I
say this on behalf of the committee.
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I have refrained so far from saying any
thing, and I take the floor at this time simply that I may be placed upon record on
this, as it seems to me, very important question. I desire to say I am heartily in
sympathy with the motion. I do not see anything in it contrary to our Constitu
tion and Regulations. If did, I would certainly oppose it; because I believe in ad
But outside of the Constitution, it
hering to the Constitution, even technically.
seems to me there are reasons why we should admit this brother, or, rather, retain
him in the Order.
I am aware, as doubtless many of you are, that under the old law the oldest of
all laws, the law upon which all of our laws are founded, the Mosaic law — bastards
were cut off from the Jewish assembly; but there were certain regulations by which,

I

while they were cut off, they could obtain that sanction and that audience with the
court above that their fellows had, which shows conclusively that with him they
stood upon a common basis with all others.
That law was simply made, as we
understand it, for the purpose of preserving the Jewish hierarohy in its purity apd
in its integrity for the time being; understanding that it was only a temporary ar
rangement; that when that which was perfect should come, when that regime, which
it was intended should supersede the old, should be ushered in, the state of affairs
Then, it was understood that all should come in upon
was to be entirely different.
a common basis; fhat if, perchance, a bastard should present himself for member
ship in the church, he should be accepted; and that has been the rule of all orthodox
denominations from time immemorial up to the present time.
It has been a question. I admit, in some churches; but it does not seem to me
that we ought to assume to ourselves a position, or a code of ethics, that is purer
To be sure
and higher than that of our churches.
We do n't profess to be saints.
we ought to exercise that same safeguard over our purity and integrity that will
hold the Order up to a position of honor before the public, and before society; but
here comes a man who asks admittance at the door of onr Order.
Some deny his
I, for one,
he
is
to
We
are
to
decide
whether
or
not
eligible.
membership.
right
He ought to be allowed a place.
He
am here to say that he ought to be admitted.
The sins of the father are not to be visited upon him. He
issued from this man.
is not to blame for conduct before or after he was begotten of that father. If he is
an honest, upright man or boy, who stands well in the oommunity in which he re
sides, who has been admitted to membership in a Camp and stands high in the esti
mation of his brother!, so high as to warrant his Captain in appealing from the
decision of the Division Commander with reference to his retention in that Camp, I
If they can associate
do not see why we should assume to say that he should go out.
with him there, if they can bear fraternal greetings with him there in Maryland, and
in the neighborhood where he moves, it does seem to me that we ought to be willing
to do it. I cannot see how we can keep him out. Suppose his father does not
recognize him in the manner that is specified by the Judge-Advocate General. Sup
-there may be other reasons
pose his father does not take him to his own home
why he does not — but if he absolutely refases to do that, while he acknowledges
that he is his son, the sin of that father is greater if he does not acknowledge him
than if he did; but. whether or not. that is no fault of the son.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, we have listened to the highest,
and it seems to me the subtlest appeals in this matter, and, without wishing to seem
I don't
irreverent, I think the Scribe and the Pharisee certainly have had their day.
We talk about this
see why we should not be able to occupy the highest ground.
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man, Judd Malvin, as though he did n*t know his father. His father pulled down the
stars nnd stripes from Fort Sumter when it had to be surrendered; and his father
was commissioned by onr Government to raise the stars and stripes on Fort Sum
ter again, as the token of the revival of a united country, for which our fathers
fought. There was a time when the greatest c-ditor that this country ever knew,
Horace Greeley, called out, " Tear down the flaunting lie." He was not an anarchist,
though the utterance might have made people think so, and a Chicago policeman
might have ordered him to the Bastile. He was a Unionist and Constitutionalist, a
a Radical of the deepest dye.
Why did he say tear down the flaunting lie? He said
it because there was a blot upon the escutcheon, because it did n't float over free
men; because it floated over men who were held to be chattels, though they were
brothers of such as you and I. Through the strife of our fathers with their oppo
nents came the cleansing of that blot from that flag, and it lies not with you, or me,
or the Commander, to say that Robert Anderson cohabited with a harlot in the
South.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commander-in-Chief did not say that.
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: I say neither the Commander nor anybody
has a right to say that.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: No one has said it.
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, there have been a great many
suppositions and fine-spun imaginings; among others, that we might have Tom
Jones come and assert that Bob Smith was his father, by virtue of Smith's having co
habited with a harlot down South. If that had no bearing on the oase, and was not
germane to the debate, it ought to have been ruled out of order. Now, my conten
tion is, that we are counseling in regard to a brother, not one who might be, but one
who is, a brother. We have undertaken to say things with regard to his father and
mother that I know nothing of at all. I will say this much: As almost a next-door
neighbor of Gen. Robert Anderson, in New York city, as a boy and young man but
little older than Judd Malvin, that as New York State stands to-day, they would have
stoned Robert Anderson, though he was the defender of the Union flag, had he
brought Judd Malvin into the bosom of his family on Fifth avenue, and into good
society. And therefore I say that it is neither a question of lineal descendants with
this crook or quirk of the law, or that crook, or what the word "son" may mean,
but common sense runs through and through with tjhe spirit of fraternity, to cover
over with a mantle of charity whatever needs to be covered over. And if that body
referred to by him who spoke of the old and new dispensation could be founded by
One whom the Scribes and Pharisees called an illegitimate son, wejcertainly can have
among us the son of one whom the Grand Army would not cast out, though he ig
nored his son. Let us do that which our fathers negleoted to do.
D. C. Yates, of Illinois: Commander, I would like to Bay a word in reference to
what the brother from Ohio said about the Mosaic law.
We are not following the
Mosaic law. That was an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. We are aiming
to do all the good we can; and I say the father of that man, if he ignores his child,

should be ostracised and his child should be taken into our arms. I concur with
from Kansas, in stating that the Constitution, Rules and Regulations
should be amended before we take action on this. That is all 1 have to say. I could
not sit still, though of course I am out of place in speaking in this body, where
But, as I understand it.
there are so many gentlemen of knowledge and education.
this fight is not made upon the color line at all; and I do n't think it is just that
this young man should be kept out on the ground of illegitimacy.
Now his father
will not accept him —
The Commandeb-in Chief: His father is dead long ago.
the brother
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D. C. Yates, of Illinois: Well, his father would not accept him in New York
State because —
The Commandeb-in-Chief: We do n't know why.
D. C. Yates, of Illinois: Well, the brother said he could not accept him in that
State.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: That was Brother Krackowizer.
D. C. Yates, of Illinois: But, Commander, if we understand it, this man is

a

legitimate heir. Now, why did n't the committee of the Camp to which he applied
for admission go out and investigate this matter and bring this up then? But it
reported that he was a son and proper to be admitted. I suppose the investigating
committee found that to be a fact, and that he was his son, and they therefore rec
ommended him, and he was admitted into the Camp.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is no question about that. There is no ques
tion about his being the son of General Anderson.
D. C. Yates, of Illinois: Then, Commander, I say we cannot do anything else
than retain him in our Order as a brother, and if the Constitution, Rules and Regu
lations have to be amended to that effect, we can do it.
W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Commander,
just Want to correct Brother Yates,

It

I

to amend the Con
stitution now before we could admit Judd Malvin.
If was that if he was rejected
now, suspended because of his illegitimacy, that under the Constitution the way it
now stands he could again make application and be admitted; because, under the
facts shown up here to-day, he would be eligible under the Constitution.
Commander Habby Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, the brother who
has just seated himself mentioned the phrase nullius films.
I want to ask what he
he misunderstood my statement.

means by that f

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

was not that we would have

'

It

means

"son of no one."

They

from the mother.

could inherit

I

say this
W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Nullius filius means son of nobody; but
He is " son of no
boy was not nullius filius absolutely, but only as to inheritance.
body" as far as inheritance is concerned. That is the explanation of that.
Commander.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana:
I would like to ask Brother Russell one question. He says that an illegitimate son
Now I wish to put this
is not nullius filius absolutely, but only as to inheritance.
question to him: Is not our membership in this Order based entirely upon inherit
ance from the father?

I do not think so.
Viok-Commandeb-in-Chikf C. A. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Does not our
Do we not speak about keeping our in
Ritual speak of keeping our inheritance?
heritance, in the Ritual?
W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Yes, sir, Commander; but the word "inheritance" in
the Ritual may have a modified meaning, and not mean the same as the word in
heritance in law. The inheritance in law, as the brother well knows, means to in
herit something; but when we refer to our fathers — Judd Malvin can refer to his
father just the same as the reBt of us. He had a father. He had not a father in law,
that is, so far as inheritance is concerned — that is the position — but nevertheless
W. H.

Russell, of Kansas:

Junior

yet raised his voice upon earth had a

lie had a father, just as every one who ever

father.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio:
tion?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Certainly.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy. of Ohio:

Commander, may

I

I

ask you one ques

should like to ask if you can point to
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any article in the Constitution,

Rules or Regulations of our Order which permits of
or dis
honorably discharging him by court-martial?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: No, there is no provision but the provision which
always exists that anyone who enters an Order without being eligible to member
ship in that Order, when the lack of eligibility is ascertained, is a* though he had
the discharge of anybody whose name is upon the rolls, except by dropping

never been a member. That is the rule in all organizations.
Members of the
Grand Army of the Republic who have got into that Order under false colors have
been dropped from the roll of membership.
There is now a gentleman upon the
floor of this Encampment who was dropped from the roll of membership by thin
Order upon the ground that his father's record was not clear — I refer to Brother
McCrillis — and his father's record was cleared by subsequent investigation and he
was restored to membership in the Order.
I do not care how many Camps muster
a man in, if he is not eligible he never can get a membership that is worth any
thing.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, something has
been said with reference to the construction, or the interpretation, or the intent of
the Constitution.
I want to say, as one of the framers of that particular clause, that
the intent was that it should be the legitimate son, as we understood it, although
the question didn't come up. The presumption was — and that is my impression
at the present time — that nobody but legitimate, honest inheritors could be eli
I say that in all due deference to
gible for membership in this Organization.
the jurists here, in order yiat there may not be any misunderstanding.
Now we have been sailing on the tide of sympathy for some time, and I am
simply rilled to overflowing with sympathy. Brother Bundy has touched a soft
chord in my heart.
I feel tfiat we should do something: but when brothers on this
floor maintain that the Constitution should be so amended as to provide for it, I
maintain in all earnestness, in the capacity of an humble layman, that the Consti
tution is ample and meets every possible emergency. That is my honest interpre
tation of it, and I think the interpretation of Leland J. Webb and his honor, Judge
Hatch, of the Superior Court of New York.
W. H. Reed, of Iowa: Commander. I would like to ask if Brother Leland J.
Webb did not base his decision on the ground that Brother Judd Malvin had a right
to membership by the Constitution as it formerly existed? I believe Brother Mac
cabe stated that he thought it was the opinion of Leland J. vVebb, who helped frame
this Constitution, that such persons could not obtain membership. I believe, unless

I am mistaken, Lelnnd J. Webb rendered a decision holding that this brother was
entitled to membership in this Order. Am I not correct?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: I say I believe that the opin
ion of Leland J. Webb, as to the true intent of that clause, is just exactly as I
expressed it; and I also cited my friend Brother Hatch, of New York, who believes
that that was the honest intent.
The Commander-in-Chief:
General Webb's decision was rendered under the lan
guage of the old Constitution.
that we have to
W. H. Reed, of Iowa: Commander, it is the old Constitution
consider. If he was entitled to membership under the old Constitution, we cannot
throw him out under the new.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: I understand that this Brother
Malvin belonged to a Camp in Washington, and. if I understand correctly, the Cap
tain of that Camp paraded under the caption of " hustler," and he desired every body
We have had some
and any body to go into that Camp that he could get hold of.
experience of that kind of thing in Massachusetts. Now, why does not Brother
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Malvin take the name of Anderson instead of Malvin?
Perhaps the lawyers can dis
It strikes me as quite notable why he does not assume
the name of Anderson.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I rise to a question of
information.
I understand that the decision of General Webb was made during his
term, and was the decision of this Encampment, and so accepted during the last
I will ask if the present Commander-in-Chief was not the Judge-Advocate
year.
General at the time, and if the decision rendered by General Webb met his approval
as Judge-Advocate General at that time?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: In response to the question, I would state that this
question was never submitted by General Webb to his Judge-Advocate General. It
was not rendered until the middle of July, and no copy, as my memory serves me,
reached me before I started for the Encampment.
Commander Hakbt Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, did this Judd Mal
vin ever appeal from the decision?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The decision of the then Commander-in-Chief was in
his favor.
The Commander of the Maryland Division decided him to be ineligible,
when his application was presented, and the Camp appealed to the Commander-inThe Com
Chief from the decision of the Commander of the Maryland Division.
mander-in-Chief ruled that he was eligible, and he was then mustered into the Order.
The Commander of the Maryland Division did not appeal to the Commandery-inChief from General Webb's decision. It was not brought before the Encampment
last year.
General Webb did not present to the Encampment his decisions. His
stated
that they were annexed, but they were not presented to the Encamp
report
ment.
The decisions of the Judge-Advocate General were presented to the Encamp
ment, and were acted upon by the Encampment and approved.
Past Commander Fbask McCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, just a word. If I
understand correctly, the present Commander-in-Chief has not rendered a decision
in this case against this brother. He has simply given us an opinion that he thinks
it is for the best interest of the Order that illegitimate sons should not be admitted,
cuss that qnestion a while.

He has not rendered a decision
he has asked us to consider that opinion.
against this brother.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: He has. rather, recommended a reversal of General
Webb's decision, with a statement in the reversal that it is the sense of the Commandery-in-Chief that a proper construction of the present Constitution does not
render illegitimate descendants eligible to membership, and that Judd Malvin be re
lieved. Of course, if this Commandery-in-Chief desires to sustain General Webb's
opinion, there is but one straightforward course for it to pursue, and that is, for it
to amend our eligibility clause by inserting therein, after the words ''male descend
ants," the words "legitimate or illegitimate."
Let us be honest; let us come out be
fore the world and say that we want illegitimate sons, if that is the fact.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: I trust I shall not be misunderstood by the
chair, if. in the language of the street. I ask permission to call him down. That
does not seem to be fair.
If we decide that that is the proper construction, it is
sufficient, and we need not speak about the legitimacy or illegitimacy of ourselves,
any more than of our own offspring.
C. A. Hekmann, jb., of Oregon: Commander, a great deal has been said on this
I have listened very attentively and with deep interest
question before the house.
I believe that the Constitu
in regard to the illegitimacy of this son of a veteran.
tion, as we now have it, covers all the ground that is necessary.
I think that it de
pends a great deal upon the Captains of the various Camps scattered throughout
our broad land, and the manner in which they do their duty in appointing commit
and
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If

if there is any man who is a lin
of an honorably discharged soldier or sailor or marine, who is a
legal descendant and eligible to our Order as such, if his character is not good, if
he is not in good standing, if he is a man who would be a discredit to our Order, the
committee ought certainly to make an unfavorable report. Now, I have had some
experience in other orders; and we send out and investigate applicants for member
ship. They ask various questions. They find out your standing in the community,
and where you live, and what your business is, etc., and who you regularly associate
with. They never ask the questions: " Were you born before due time after your
father and mother were married?" or "Were your father and mother married?"
They just simply inquire as to your own personal standing and decide upon that.
I think the way our Constitution and By-Laws read, it is for each Camp to deoide
this question for itself.
I am in favor of not taking any action in the mat
ter, in the way of amending the Constitution and By-laws. I believe in keeping
our membership pure; but I don't think we ought to set ourselves up as judges ix»
this matter, because, if we go back far enough, we remember where a certain woman
was brought before our Lord Jesus Christ charged with being a prostitute, and you
remember the Savior said, "Let him that is without sin first cast a stone," and
I think it is for the advantage of the Camp to see that its
they all went their way.
members are members that they are not ashamed of, not ashamed to send to the
National Encampment.
It is the same way in the other orders; but I have never
this
heard
question brought up before. It is only the man's standing that is con
For my part, if there is any
sidered, and in this case it is a question of descent.
A provision in the
amendment to be made, I would like it to be more explicit.
eligibility clause, requiring that applicants for membership shall be legitimate sons
or heirs of honorably discharged Union soldiers, sailors, or marines, will not affect
any Sons of Veterans who are now mustered in and hold honorable positions in the
tees.

those committees do their work thoroughly,

eal descendant

Order. It should not affect them.
Past Commander C. T. Ohnek, of Illinois: Commander. I rise to make a motion.
I believe this question has been fully discussed, both politically, religiously, and
legally, and I would therefore move the previous question.
W. A. Andrews, of Connecticut: Commander, if we concur m the present Com
mander-in-Chief's opinion, what effect will it have upon General Webb's opinion?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It reverses it.
W. A. Andbews, of Connecticut: Then this brother will not be any longer a
member of the Order?
F. A. Aonew, of Kansas: Commander. I second Brother Orner's motion for the

previous question.
J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I also second the motion.
The previous question having been moved by
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Brother Orner, and seconded by brothers from two Divisions, the question is, shall
All those in favor signify so by the usual sign.
the main question now be put?
The question now recurs upon
Those opposed. The previous question is ordered.
All those in favor of Brother Bundy's motion to not
the motion of Brother Bundy.
concur in the report of the committee, but to approve General Webb's decision,

will

please rise and

the

Adjutant General will count.

Those opposed will please

rise.

The Adjutant General reported 44 voting in the affirmative, and 28 in the nega
tive.
The motion is carried; the recommendation of the
The Commander-in-Chief:
committee is not concurred in, and General Webb's decision is approved.
Past Commander M. D. Friedman, of Alabama: Commander, I move we now
take recess until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock.
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Daniel F. Gouldino, of Massachusetts: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that we do now take recess
until 10 o'olock to-morrow morning. All those in favor of the motion will signify
so by the usual sign.
Those opposed.
Before we adjourn I should like to ask if there is any member of the local com
mittee here who can give us any information in regard to this evening's entertain
ment — Captain Bchmitt, of the Helena Camp.
Captain Sohmitt, of Montana: Commander, there is to be a grand Camp Fire held
in, this Auditorium this evening, beginning at 8:15 o'clock.
Commander, would it be out of
Commander Walteb E. Smith, of Pennsylvania:
place at this time to ask for a ruling. I would like to have a little information on a
subject that I think will interest every member of the Encampment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: What is the question of information?
Commander Walteb E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander, the question is,
whether any person haB a right to the floor of this Encampment if he does not wear
the badge of the Order?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Do you mean upon his breast?
Commander Walteb E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Yes, Commander.
The Commandek-in-Chief: If he is a member in good standing of this Order,
and is a delegate to this Encampment, he has a right to speak on this floor, even if
for any reason he has not in his possession the badge of the Order. At least that is
the ruling of the Commander-in-Chief.
The motion to take recess until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning was carried, and
the Commandery-in-Chief now takes recess accordingly.

THURSDAY MORNING SESSION.
August

11. 10

o'clock

A. M.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commandery-in-Chief will come to order, and
the Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll and announced a quorum present.
discussion on the state of the obdeb.
The Commandkb-inChief:
The special order of business for the first threequarters of an hour of this morning's session is the hearing of reports from Divi
sion Commanders on the growth of the Order. The Adjutant General will call the
roll of Divisions, beginning at the point where the call was suspended yesterday.
The Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
will assume commaud, and relieve the Com
mander in-Chief.
The Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
assumed command.
When the Division of Montana was called —
Commander, I beg to be excused, and
respond for Montana.
Past Commander C. F. Mobbison, of Montana: Commander, I had a great deal
that wished to say on this subjeot this morning, but, owing to my hoarseness and
lack of voice, I must ask to be excused, although I am very sorry to do so.
When the Division of New York was called
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander and brothers. I hesitate
very much about consuming any of the time of this body in presenting ideas which
Commander W. 8. Votaw, of Montana:

ask that Past Commander Morrison

I
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I

do n't
have already come to your attention in the speeches that have been made.
know that there is anything that
can add, except in the way of emphasis, and I

I

will consume but

a moment in doing that.
The experience of the New York Division is, perhaps, a little different from that
of some of the Divisions, and at the same time similar to the experience of some of
the other Divisions, as presented on this floor. The growth of the organization for
the last year has been small, nevertheless steady, so far as members are concerned:
but. brothers, I hold that in legitimate saving strength the New York Division is far
In the place of Camps that, perchance,
in advance to-day of what it was a year ago.
never had any reason for existing, except the inheritance of members — their fath
ers being veterans -new Camps have been springing up containing better material,
higher intelligence, and a firmer conviction and adherence to the principles of this
Order. It is a matter of great congratulation to me that we are marching onward.
I think the conviction of brothers has deepened and widened since it first had con
ception; that one of the greatest and, perhaps, the sovereign remedy for our ills is
to improve the character of our membership.
Take, if you will, the finest equipped train that can be put upon any railroad;

have the highest improved engine possible, the most costly cars;

and then put

in

oharge of that train men who are grossly incompetent and know nothing of the busi

trains: how many would trust their lives on it? And who would
venture to say whether that crew, at the end of the journey, would be dead or alive?
Keep that figure in your mind for an instant, and then think how many Camps in
They are neither able to take
this Order start out in this or a similar condition.
care of themselves nor to aid each other, and we can foretell almost as certainly
when they start what the result will be as we can foretell the result if you commis
sion an incompetent man to do an errand.
In place of immaturity and folly, this Order has reached the age of discretion.
In plaoe of defalcation in office, we find
We are rising as a giant from a debauch.
consecration to duty; modest ability in place of egotism and ignorance. We can
not escape the idea that the world judges this Order by its imperfections, in much
the same way as we measure the strength of a chain by its weakest link. It does
Like water in wine, they dilute and.
our Order no good to take in poor members.
perhaps, ruin. We should hold that members who come into this Order do not oome
in for the purpose of being supported and lifted up, and carried on in a course which
their own convictions should lead them, bnt to aid us in sustaining and perpetuating
the principles of this Order; and the members we take in should be men who can do
ness of running

that.
When the Division of Ohio was called —
Commander Filmobe Musseb, of Ohio: Commander, I am exceedingly glad this
discussion was deferred until this morning.
My worthy colleagues, General F razee
and Colonel Bundy, had each prepared speeches ranging from a half to three quar
ters of au hour, and the interim since last evening has permit ted them to revise
their speeches so that they will come within the constitutional five-minutes limita
tion.
I believe, however, that at this stage of our proceedings the best interests of the
Order will be subserved by proceeding with the regular order of business, and elim
inating my own speech, and also those that are to follow. I believe the ground has
been thoroughly covered, and what can be said from now on cannot give much addi
tional light on the subject. That is all I have to say.
Inspkctob-Genebai, Hbkiii Frazek, of Ohio: Commander, I object to the Com
mander of our Division shutting off the rest of us in that way. It is true I put in
two nights preparing a speech for this occasion, and I don't think it is right.
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When the Division of Nebraska was called —
Commander P. A. Babbows, of Nebraska: Commander, I don't know that I have
very much to say, but I feel that Nebraska ought to say something on this ques
tion. In the last year I have served in the capacity of Division Inspector, have
also mustered in several Camps, and have also served in the position that I hold to
day, and I have found in my experience in all those positions that a great deal of
the trouble in our Order to-day is due to the inefficiency of Camp officers, and
generally, when a Camp goes down, it is due to the inefficiency of Camp offiaers.
would Bay that I have noticed where a Camp is started out right in the work in
every way, with good, competent, well-educated officers, that Camp prospers, and
the Camps that have been started out in that way are live Camps to-day.
I would suggest to Division Commanders — and this is the way I am doing —
whenever they appoint a mustering officer for any Camp, instruct that mustering
offioer to confer with the brothers of those Camps and have them appoint well-edu
cated brothers, or the best they have in the Camp, to the highest offices.
There is
nothing more humiliating to me than to sit in a Camp room, during the muster
of a new recruit, and see brothers pick up the Ritual and murder the English
language as I have seen it done; and I would suggest, for the welfare of all Divi
sions, that Commanders see to it, that the mustering officers see to it, that good men
are placed in command of the Camps.
It is all very well to place a brother in the
position because he is a good fellow, and popular, but it is better that a man should
be put in a position who is able to hold it down.
When the Division of New Jersey was called —
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, Division Com
mander Drake is not present. I know he is prepared to talk upon the subject on
behalf of the Division of New Jersey, because we had a talk yesterday about the
I would be obliged if the Adjutant General would
different points to be urged.
pass New Jersey for the present, and give our Division Commander a chance to
talk later.
The Pbe6Idinq Offices (Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Puller): If there is
no objection, the Division of New Jersey will be passed for the present.
When the Division of Oregon was called —
W. Scott Bebbe, of Oregon: Commander, I have nothing to say.
Oregon does
not desire to take up any of the time of the Encampment.
When the Division of Pennsylvania was called —

I

Commander Walteb E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander, there are some
I might suggest that I think would be to the benefit of the different Divi
sions, but I do not feel that I ought to take up the time of the Encampment.
There
are a few things, however, that I would like to impress upon the minds of the mem
bers of this Encampmeut, and the first is this: That one of the reasons for the
decline in our organization is the fact of there being too many uniforms.
I have
taken time to look over the uniforms in this Encampment, and I am sure that in
taking a olose look you will find that there are almost as many different uniforms
as there are men.
We find that fault in Pennsylvania.
We have men who take ex
ception to the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and adopt invariably their own
uniform.
We are trying to stop that, and, so far as I am concerned, in the short
The
time I have been in command, we have done a good deal in that direction.
Division of Pennsylvania adopted, at its last Encampment, a measure which I think
it would be advisable for every Division in the United States to adopt. We do not
muster in new Camps, hereafter, for less than $50. We provide, for that $50, the
full paraphernalia of the Camp room — a stack of muskets, sabers, an altar flag, and
all things belonging to a new Camp, and we find no difficulty in having the different
things
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Camps raise that amount of money, as I have already approved the application of
three charters since my term began, each accompanied with the required remittance
of $50. In thBt way the Camp starts out with all the necessary paraphernalia.
Another thing which the Division of Pennsylvania has done, and which has been
a benefit to it, is the establishment of permanent headquarters.
Our headquarters
are located at Reading, Pa., and the business of that department goes right on, and
I think it has been a great saving to the Division of Pennsylvania. I think it has
been to the interest and welfare of the Division, and I think if the other Divisions
would only give it a trial they would find that it would work to their betterment in
each case.

Now, another thing.

I

take exception to the remarks made yesterday in refer
I do not believe in that at all. There are
many members of the Grand Army of the Republic to-day who are training their
sons to become members of our organization, and it would be an injustice to them
and an injustice to the organization if we refused them membership; and I just want
to say to you right here that those are the boys that we want in this organization.
We want quantity, and we want quality.
If we get the boys in at that age, and
train them, we invariably get good members, and we invariably keep them, too. If
you will notice the people who are not d for quality only, you will find that that
quality gets around to the Camp room about once a year, and that is the time the
Now, I do n't mean all of them, but I am talking
election of officers takes place.
particularly now about some of the districts in Pennsylvania.
I do not wish to take up any more of the time of the Encampment, and thank
you very much for your attention.
Clayton H. Kochekspergeh. of Pennsylvania: Commander, I have but one sug
gestion to make. In visiting 20-odd Camps in the district of Philadelphia, I find
the one and main thing lacking is a lack of knowledge of the Ritual on the part of
the officers, and that makes the Camp meeting uninteresting to new members, and
I think it would be a good suggestion, if, be
they become indifferent and drop off.
fore the election, the candidates for the different offices would be put through an
examination on the parts they are so anxious to assume.
I do not know whether it
would be a feasible thing or not, all over the country, but I think the thing is feasible
in Philadelphia — that is, that those candidates aspiring to the different positions be
put through an examination in their ritualistic parts. That is all I have to suggest.
Commander Walteb E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander, there is one thing I
wanted to call attention to, and I probably will bring it up in the next Pennsylvania
Division Encampment, and that is the lack of uniformity in the unwritten work of
our Order. It should be given attention, not only in the State Encampments, but
also in the National Encampment.
E. N. Bbidoes, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I do not want to bore the Commandery-in-Chief with Pennsylvania politics, but I have personally mustered, or
helped to muster, 12 or 13 Camps in Pennsylvania, and in a good many of those
Camps they have Aids. I want to say that I think and believe it would be better
if we could go back to the Aid system. If we do not just go back to the old titles
we might call them deputies in the Divisions and Subdivisions, and allow those
deputies to take charge of mustering in new Camps. Let them charge a mustering
fee, enough to pay their expenses, and let these deputies, or Aids, or whatever they
may be called, familiarize themselves with the Ritual so that they may exemplify it
in a perfect manner. I know, in several Camps organized in the districts to which
I was attached at one time, they were organized by the Grand Army of the Repub
lic, and in visiting back and forth among those men we found that none of us went
through the Ritual or the unwritten work alike. I think if any one thing would
ence to not taking in boys 18 years old.
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help the Order it would be the idea of having uniform work in the Ritual and un
written work; and deputies of this kind, instructed by officers who understood the
Ritual thoroughly, and understood the unwritten work thoroughly, would be a
great thing for the new organizations.
I think it would be a good thing to allot
these deputies, or Aids, to a particular territory — divide them off into counties or
congressional districts, and allow them in their districts to work for these organi
zations and charge a fee, and have the fee sufficient to pay their expenses and pay
for the Charter. I know it works successfully in a great many organizations, and I
think it would in ours. It would give them correct instructions, and start them out
right. This officer should visit them once or twice after they are organized and see
that they are going on right.
When the Division of Rhode Island was called —
Commander T. M. Sweetland, of Rhode Island: Commander, the State of Rhode
Island is represented by but a small proportion of its delegation. Is is very un
fortunate, but I am the only representative here. However, we feel, in Rhode Island,
that the work that has been done there speaks for itself. We, instead of trying to
find fault with the laws of our Order, have done what we could. Before the last
National Encampment, we were doing well. We had nothing to complain of. Since
then, I must say that we have.
For the Division of Rhode Island, all I ask is that
we may continue as we were doing before the last National Encampment; and, aside
from that, I have nothing to offer.
The large States that are represented here have
soen fit — three or four or five of them — to take the floor and spread themselves
and make suggestions. I do not think it advisable for the small State of Rhode
Island to offer any suggestions; but I simply say that we will try to do our work,
and do it as near as possible according to the laws of this Order. The main trouble
in my opinion, is too much changing of the laws.
We, in Rhode Island, think that
we can understand the laws and will try to live up to them and do our work, and we
will come pretty near getting there every time.
When the Division of Vermont was called —
Past Commander H. S. Fobteb, of Vermont: Commander, I think that one of
our most pressing needs is greater fidelity to duty. If the mind of every member
of our Order could be thoroughly imbued with the idea that one of the grandest and
most glorious things in life is to be true to every trust, our advancement would be
far more rapid, and our Order would come nearer to being what it should be.
When the Division of Washington was called —
Commander Haeby Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, and Brothers of this
Encampment, we in Washington fully realize the great importance of this question.
In due deference to the brother who has just spoken, I must congratulate the brother
from Pennsylvania who stood right by the side of our Chaplain-in-Chief.
He made
the first practical suggestion that will apply to every Camp in this Order, and that is,
We cannot say who will be elected to the offices.
We can say that
learn the Ritual.
before a man is installed as Captain of his Camp, or First Lieutenant, he must know
his Ritual, or the installing officer shall have no authority or power to install him.
We can do that, and by that means we can have the Ritual brought up to perfection
in every Camp in these United States.
Another great difficulty, and a serious one, that confronts us, is the limited field
we have to work in.
We have but a certain number that can join the ranks of the
Sons of Veterans. There are others who are just as patriotic as anyone who bears
the title of Son of a Veteran; and while I am just as firm in my belief as to the aims
and objects of the Order of the Sons of Veterans as anyone can be, I think we can
still preserve the name and the title, and all the objects and aims of the Order re
main unaltered and unchanged, and yet recruit our ranks from the sons of every
—12
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soldier who fought for the formation or on behalf of the Government of the United
States, and thus greatly enlarge and increase our ranks.
The Charter fee and the Charter membership of this Organization are entirely too
small. If we enacted a law whereby it should be 20 members, instead of 15 — that is
that no less than 20 members could call for a Camp Charter, and that no Camp
Charter should be issued for less than §20 or $25, the interest taken in the Organi
zation by those who went into it would bo much greater. They would feel that they
had paid something for what they got, and consequently they would use every en
deavor to make the returns as satisfactory as possible.
The Sons of Veterans' Guards, if they are to remain in their present state, bear
ing the relation to the Government that they do, and our principles being as they
are, and believing as we do, we could call upon the National Government for assist
ance in the shape of arms and equipments.
We are a part of the National Govern
ment; we are bound to support it. The State authorities could give no material
assistance.
They have all they can do with their own militia companies; but I think
if the United States Government were properly called upon, and the case properly
presented to it, it would be glad to render assistance to a body of men whose or
ganic principle is loyalty to their country and their flag, and whose members are
pledged forever to uphold the freedom of America.
Past Commander E. W. Youno, of Washington: Commander, I don't know that
I can add anything to what has already been said. It seems to me what will apply
to Washington will not apply to some of the Eastern Divisions.
I have listened
confess the fact that I have
very carefully to the remarks made by brothers, and
not received a suggestion that will enable us to do any better work in the State of
Washington than we have done and are doing. I think, however, that Division
Commanders should be more careful about the Camps they muster in. I am not in
favor of mustering in every Camp that makes application for a Camp Charter.
You
want to get a membership, not by raking or scraping up 10 or 15 to 20 men, taking
whoever you can get. In two or three months a Camp organized in that way begins
to go down, and a little time more and the Camp is dead; the Camp goes out of ex
istence; and it is harder to reorganize a Camp and get the Order on a good basis in
that community after that than it would have been to have started the Camp right
in the first place — much harder.
There are other difficulties in the management of Camps, in regard to which we
cannot legislate — matters that rest with the Camps themselves; such as the selec
tion of officers, and the amount of the muster fee. Our Order is too cheap; we do
not charge enough to get into it, and. consequently, members do not value their
membership as they ought to. I cannot say anything further. I think the matter
has been gone over thoroughly, and I do not wish to take up the time of this En
campment with any further remarks.
When the Division of West Virginia was called —

I

Past Commander H. B. Bagclei, of West Virginia: Commander, I do not care
about taking up much time of the Encampment, as our time is getting short, and I
In
can only reiterate what has been said by the brothers who have preceded me.
my opinion, the lack of interest among our members is due to a want of a proper
appreciation of onr principles and the facts upon which our Order is established.
Another sericius trouble is the inefficiency of Camp officers.
I have always discov
ered that where Camps have failed to thrive it was due to the inefficiency of the
Camp officers.
When the Division of Wisconsin was called —
Commander R. L. McCobmick. of Wisconsin: Commander and brothers, my ex
has been very limited in the conduct of affairs of Camps or Divisions.

perience
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There is just one thing that, with the imperfect knowledge and experience I have at
this time, strikes me as being radically wrong, and if corrected would gain us in
fluence and increased membership and permanency, and a more faithful attention to
the discharge of our duties. I refer especially to the cheapness of the organization.
After the price paid by our fathers, the greatest price in blood and life that could
It
be paid, it seems to me this Order should not be the cheapest order in existence.
may be well enough for our fathers in Grand Army circles to have a low initiation
fee and low annual dues, but it is not necessary for their sons to have that privilege.
We are able to pay more. I claim, in the first place, that if the Charter fee was made
higher, as one of the brothers has suggested, and supplies were furnished, the Camp
would have something to hold it together.
I claim further, that the price of admission limited to $2, with badge and every
thing thrown in, is so low that it not only does not attract, but it does not hold
anyone. I claim farther, that there should be some stigma attached to leaving the
Order. At present members can go out at any time, and there is no penalty at
I believe that membership in our Order is far superior and worth
tached to it.
more than membership in any other order that I am familiar with, and I am familiar
with some others. I believe there is nothing equal to it, but I believe you must put
If you
it on a firm, enduring financial basis, just as you do any other organization.
do that, and make it cost something to get in and make it cost something to leave,
that is, have some penalty attached to leaving, we will make a great step forward.
At present anybody can leave our Order at any time, and come in again whenever
But
he wants to; it costs but $2 to come in, no matter how long we have been out.
I believe that I am not mistaken in saying that the financial feature is the promi
It is the one thing that should be taken care
nent feature that requires attention.
of in this organization.
I will not take up any further time.
The Commandeb-in-Chief (resuming command): If there are no further speak
I under
ers from the Division of Wisconsin, the call of Divisions is completed.
stand that Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Fuller has a few words to say.
Fuller, of Wisconsin: Commander, I want
8eniob Vice-Commandebin-Chief
That has been my experience.
to speak entirely as Past Division Commander.
The most discouraging thing that greets every one of us, when we become thoroughly
conversant with the workings of the Order, is the tact that so many Camps have
been disbanded; but when we stop to realize that this Order has been in existence
but 10 years, and started in without the backing of the Grand Army, and with al
most everything against it, we should not be discouraged at any difficulty.
One point which has been emphasized a great deal, and not any too much, and
which a Division Commander will notice very quickly, is this thing of the oheapness
of the Order. A member of the Grand Army sends for an application, and sends it
in under the Constitution, with 15 names — up to last year, of course, it only re
quired 10 names — and the Division Commander is a busy man, generally, and a
Camp is very easily taken in; it is very little trouble, generally speaking, and he
hurriedly sends a printed set of instructions to this Grand Army man, to muster in
that Camp, and the thing is done in a half-hearted spirit all the way through, without
any personal attention from the Sons of Veterans. But if the cost to the members
was made larger before they could come into the Order, there would be fewer Camps
apply, and, necessarily, the Division Commander could give more attention to
them; and the Camps that did come into the Order, under the Constitution as we
have it, would come in to stay, beoause all the money had been advanced to start
with. The object of this experience meeting is for us all to glean as much as pos
sible from the brothers as to how to better build up this Order. The Division of
Massachusetts, and the other Divisions that are in elegant shape in every respect,
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have told us how to keep up interest in the Camp, and

I

believe that the time we

have expended on this matter has been well spent. Coming from Wisconsin, a Di
vision which is not the best, but in fairly good shape, and has been for three or

four years past, I speak only from the stand-point of a Past Commander.
The Commandkb-in-Chief:
Any further suggestions from the Division of Wis
consin? If not, we will reour to the Division of Connecticut, passed at the time it
was reached in the call of the roll.
Commander Weasels was not here yesterday
morning, and if he feels well enough we would be glad to hear from him now.
Past Commander H. W. Wesbels, of Connecticut: Commander, I have listened
with a great deal of interest to what has been stated here, and I wish I could pre
sent some ideas.
In a few words I would relate my experience as Camp Com
mander and Colonel of Division.
When the Grand Army was requested to
organize a Camp, I went and got a copy of the Rules, Regulations and Charter, and
I went around and got a number of the best young men in our town and village as
Charter members, and immediately sent that application in, and every man that
It will be five
came into that Camp after that had to come in on his reputation.
years the 4th day of next October, and there never has been a member of Camp No.
81 suspended for non-payment of dues.
When I took command of the Division, I
took the roster and went through it — the roster of the Grand Army — I went through
it carefully, and wherever there was a number one Post, where there was no Camp
of Sons of Veterans, I wrote to each of those Post Commanders a personal letter
asking them to bring the matter before the Posts, and cooperate with me in start
ing a Camp there, and send me the name of some good brother there whom they
considered a proper man to take charge of the application.
They did so, and every
one of those Camps that I put in at that time are A No. 1 Camps now, and I hope
and believe that they will remain so. That has been my experience.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Division of New Jersey was also passed at the
time it was reached in the call of the roll.
Commander Louis L. Dbake, of New Jersey: Commander, while this is a very
large subject, when it is boiled down it resolves itself into two or three things, and
think the ground has been pretty well covered by the brothers who have spoken.
That is to say, that in the first place the men we are bringing in, whether they are
old or young, are not the class of men that should come in — that is, some of them
are not; and therefore we should be more careful in admitting applicants for mem
I am not pre
bership. We ought to have some kind of qualification requisite.
pared to say what kind of a qualification that should be. I am hardly prepared to
say that it should be one of age; because I find that some men are not fit to come
in, even if they are 80 years old, and others are just as able to come in and make as
competent and valuable members at 21 as they would be in after-life.
The second proposition is one that the brothers have mentioned, and that is the
matter of cheapness.
A third point is one which I think has not been touched upon as mnch as it
should be, and that is the lack of discipline in the Order, and also the poor quality
of officers we have had. I think the non-success of a good many Divisions and a
A good officer can make a good
good mnny Camps is owing entirely to the officers.
Camp with whatever material he has. Good members cannot make a good officer —

I

I

mean a collection of members,

some good and some bad, cannot make a good offi
think those are the only things that I know of that are holding the Order at
large down.
Now, as to New Jersey — that is the only Division that I am competent to speak
about, or that I would care to speak about, because it is the only one under my im
mediate attention — I would state that, notwithstanding the fact that we have dropped
cer.

I
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more members during the last year than any other Division, I think we have also
made progress; and we intend and hope, notwithstanding adverse circumstances, to
make further progress. We have been weeding out, and that explains this dropping
of members. We have been weeding out our poor members, and we have been weed
I have begun it right in my own staff, and I propose to
ing out our poor officers.
have it done all through the Division offices and all through the Camp offices.
In
New Jersey, last year, we also had a considerable falling-off, owing to the military
feature that was injected into the Order at the Minneapolis convention last year. It
has been a considerable expense to us, owing to the fact that titles have been taken
away from the officers.
Of course, I do not propose to get onto the subject of
whether we should or should not restore the titles, or what my orwn individual pref
erences are; but the fact remains that there are certain brothers who feel hurt be
cause these titles have been taken away, and the consequence is that their interest
in the Order has slaokened.
In New Jersey we have had a law passed during the last
year, after several attempts in the years before, allowing us to bear arms, allowing
us to arm ourselves from the State arsenal, and our Division has gradually become
entirely a military Division, as it should be. We are arming ourselves, and natur
ally, if we arm ourselves, it is proper that the men in command of the companies
and Camps should have the titles.
Inasmuch as I have taken the time of the En
campment to the limit extended to brothers on this subject, I have nothing further
to say.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, we have heard from all Divisions, and I
think we will all agree that it has been a benefit to us to have had this interchange
of views.
It seems to the Commander-in-Chief from these remarks that there are a few
principles to be derived which we can all take home with us, and. if carried out dur
ing the coming year, the result will be a great improvement in the stability of our
Order. In the first place, it seems to be admitted by every one that greater care
should be exercised in the admission of members.
Don't take in every one who is
eligible. Don't ask every one who is eligible to come in. Get men into your Camps
who appreciate the advantages conferred by the Order, and then you will get men in
who will stay.
In the second place, it must certainly be of advantage to Camps to
increase the expense of entering the organization.
We all know, in social organiza
tions, those with the largest initiation fees are the ones with the most stable mem
bership. We all know in every-day life that the goods we buy and pay the most
money for we are the most careful of and use the longest. If you go out in the street
and buy a 50-cent hat, if it gets some dirt on it you throw it in the gutter. If you go
into a store and pay %5 for a hat, and it gets a spot of dirt on it, you are apt to
take it home, dry it, and clean it. And bo it is with membership in our Order. If
men invest some money in it when they first come in, they will be less willing to
leave the Order, and the longer they stay in the Order the more they will be imbued
with its principles.
In the next place, there seems to be a great deal of force in the criticism that we
Officers, in the first place, are
are not careful enough in the selection of our officers.
often elected because of personal reasons; not because it is considered that they
will make the best officers.
My position has always been, that in the election of
officers the only question that should properly be considered is the good of the
Order — which candidate will make the best officer? That is the man that the Camp
or the Division ought to have.
Then, in the next place — and this applies more particularly to Camp officers —
let the appointments be made because of fitness for the position.
Do not, as is
often done, appoint a man without any religious feeling in his heart, or in his soul,
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or anywhere else in his body, a Chaplain, simply because of some service he has
rendered.
Do n't appoint a blacksmith as a Surgeon. Do n't appoint a man who
can hardly write his own name as Adjutant, or First Sergeant. Do n't appoint for
Quartermaster Sergeant, or Quartermaster of a Division, a man who can't keep his
own money affairs straight.
Do n't allow the Order to be run on sentiment, or per
sonal feeling. Run it on business principles, and let Camp officers and Division of
ficers select their staff as they would select the clerks in their own business, for their
fitness.
As soon as we get to that point, just so soon will we be in a position to
make substantial progress. I believe that the three things needed are greater care
in the selection of applicants, a higher prioe for the benefits of the Order, and
greater care in the selection of officers — the more minor the office, the greater the
care that should be used, because it is upon those little things that the whole struc
ture is built up.
We now recur to the report of the Committee on Officers' Reports.
Brother MoCrillis, secretary of the committee, has the floor.
BEPORT OF COMMITTEE

ON OFFICERS'

REPORTS

CONTINUANCE

OF

8. V. GUARDS.

Secretary McCrillis: Commander, the second item upon our report is not num
bered by the Commander-in-Chief
as a recommendation, but it refers to the Camp
in Maryland which has received from certain members $1 each for transfer cards.
We have numbered it Ij here, in order to keep track of it.

"We recommend that the decision of the Commander-in-Chief, in the case of the
appeal of John A. Logan Camp No. 2, of the Division of Maryland, be sustained."
That would require the Camp to return all the money to these brothers who
have paid it.

Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I move the
adoption of this section of the report of the committee.
Counoilman-in-Chief Isaac Cutteb, of Illinois: Commander, I second the mo
tion.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein. of Missouri: Commander, I rise to a point of
order. The motion is unnecessary,
under the rule adopted yesterday, which was
that the different recommendations of the committee would be considered adopted
as reported, unless objected to.
The Commandeb-in-Chikf: The point of order is well taken. Unless there is ob
jection, the report of the committee on this subjeot will be concurred in. Is there
The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
objection?
The secretary of the com
mittee will proceed with the report.
Secretary McC'rillis proceeded with the reading of the report, as follows:

Chaplain-in-Ciiief

Recommendation
No. 2. "I therefore recommend that the sum of $200, heretofore
appropriated (the same not having been expended), be again appropriated for the
purpose of assisting in the erection of a monument to Past Commander-in-Chief
Arnold."
We recommend its adoption.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

Unless there is objection, the recommendation of the
oommitteo will bo concurred in. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered. Will
the secretary of the committee allow me to iuterrupt him a moment?
Did the com
mittee pass upon the appeal taken by the Division of Pennsylvania from the deci
sion in Indiana, which was not printed in my report, but was fastened in? I just
want to call attention to it at this time.
Secretary MoCbilub: Commander, the secretary of the committee will state that
he is unable to say.
I think not, though. I would just state that the committee
are all here somewhere, the members of it, so that wo can get an understanding of
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that matter and report without delay, and in the meantime I will continue the read
ing of the report as I have it.
The Commander-in-Chief:
It was not a recommendation; it was simply calling
the attention of the committee to the appeal taken by the Division of Pennsylvania
from the decision in the Indiana case.
Secretary McCriUis continued the reading of the report, as follows:
Recommendation

No. 3.

Division of Rhode Island of

"I

therefore recommend that the charge against

the

$2 be canceled."

We recommend its adoption.

The Commander-in-Chief:

Unless there is objection, the report of the commit
in the recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief will be adopted.
Secretary McCrillis continued the reading of the report, as follows:
" I therefore recommend that the military rank be con
Recommendation
No. 4.
tinued, as the 1 Sons of Veterans' Guards ' are now organized, until the next National
Encampment, and that the sum of $200 be appropriated for the purposes of said
organization."
tee concurring

We recommend its adoption, striking out the words "until the next National
Encampment," and adding ''and that the Military Advisory Board shall oonsist of
three members, who shall be ex-offlcio members of the Commandery-in-Chief."
The Commandeb-in-Chief: "Shall be ex officio" or "shall not be ex officio"?
Secretary MoCbillis: "Shall be," is the way we have it. The idea of the com
mittee was that they should have a seat and vote in the Commandery, but that the
Commandery should not be under obligations to pay the expenses of these men to
attend the Encampment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Under that language, making them ex-officio members
of the Encampment, their expenses would have to be paid by the Commandery.
Secretary McCbillis: The secretary acknowledges his error in failing to put
the word "not" in there.
It should be in there, so that the recommendation of the
committee will read as follows:

"We recommend its adoption, striking out the words 'until the next National
Encampment,' and adding 'and that the Military Advisory Board shall consist of
three members, who shall not be ex-officio members of the Commandery-in-Chief.' "
Senior Vice -Commander -in -Chief Fui-leb:

Com
Pardon the interruption,
but there is a delegation from the Ladies' Aid in the ante-room, consisting
of Miss Munholland. and ot hers.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Ask them to wait one moment, and we will be ready
to receive them.
Does the Commandery-in-Chief
understand the report of the
committee? Is that all the report of the committee upon that recommendation?
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Do I understand the reading of that resolu
tion is such as to include language something like this: "Consist of three members
with a voice and vote " ?
E. N. Bridges, of Pennsylvania:
Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The brother will state his point of order.
E. N. Bridges, of Pennsylvania: My point of order is, that Brother Krackowizer
has no right upon the floor of this Encampment, much less a right to be heard.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Brother Krackowizer has been reported by the Com
mittee on Credentials as delegate-at-large from Wisconsin, and the report of the
Committee on Credentials has boon adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief, and the
chair thinks the point of order not well taken.
E. N. Bridges, of Pennsylvania:
Then, Commander, I appeal from the decision
of the Commander-in-Chief.
My reason for the appeal —
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The brother will please come to order. The ques
mander,
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tion is upon the appeal from the decision of the Commander-in-Chief overruling the
point of order that Brother Krackowizer is not entitled to a seat and voice upon
is ap
the floor of this Encampment.
The decision of the Commander-in-Chief
pealed from, and the question before the house is, Shall the decision of the chair be
sustained? Brother Bridges, of Pennsylvania, has the floor.
E. N. Bridges, of Pennsylvania: Commander, my reason for making the point
of order is that the Constitution Bays: "All officers and members of the Order, when
in Camp room, on parade, or other duty, shall wear upon the left breast of the coat
The Commander-in-Chief made a decision on
that question yesterday, and the Pennsylvania Division want to go home with some
thing they can cite in their Division as an authority upon this question, and that is
the reason I made the point of order and the reason I make the appeal. We have
had several disputes and much discussion in our Division on this question.
The
Commander-in-Chief made a decision in this matter that in my opinion is contrary
to the Constitution and By-Laws, and we wish to have this question settled authoritively before we go home.
Past Commander E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, there are some of
the brothers present who have a number of badges about them, who will take pleas
ure in loaning them to the brothers without.
I will take pleasure in loaning the
brother a badge.
E. N. Bbidoek. of Pennsylvania: Commander, it was not because Brother Krack
owizer has no badge, nor because I did not want to hear what he has to say, that I
It was simply to get a decision that we could take home
made the point of order.
with us on this question. There is no discourtesy intended to any member. I will
loan Brother Krackowizer my own badge, and go out of ths Camp room and get an
other.
The Commandeb-in-Chikf: The Commander-in-Chief, after reference to the Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations in regard to badges, feels constrained to reverse
his decision, and to rule that Brother Krackowizer is not entitled to a seat upon the
floor of this Encampment, unless he wears upon his left breast the badge of the
Order.
E. W. Kbackowizkb, of Wisconsin: Commander, in personal explanation I may
say that I had not thought of my badge; also, that I am wearing what is regulation
in the shape of a button, which I have always assumed to be a substitute. But I
have always held, myself, when the question came up, that although the language of
the Constitution is mandatory, it is only mandatory in the sense that that is the
place and the only place that the badge should be worn; and putting that construc
tion upon it, I have not my badge on my breast to-day, although I might pull out
my card, as I have it here.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I doubt if the card is the regulation badge of the
Order.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Is the button?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is not. The Inspector General will notify the de
tail that hereafter no members are to be admitted upon the floor of the Encampment
unless they wear the badge of the Order.
Commander Habby Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, are any members
of the Order to be admitted to the floor of the Encampment who are not in uniform?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is nothing requiring a member to wear uni
form.
Secretary McCbillis: Commander-in-Chief. 45 minutes ago you gave me the
floor as secretary of the Committee on Officers" Reports. I think we should recur
to the regular order. I would like to ask, first, what was the result of the action —
the regulation badge of the Order."
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or was there any action taken — upon the report of the committee on recommenda
tion No. 4f
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will the committee again read their report upon that
recommendation ?
Secretary McCrillis read the fourth reoommendation of the Commander-in-Chief,
and the recommendation of the committee thereon, as follows:
No. 4. "I therefore recommend that the military rank be con
Recommendation
tinued, as the 'Sons of Veterans' Guards' are now organized, until the next National
Encampment, and that the sum of $200 be appropriated for the purposes of said or
ganization."
We recommend its adoption, striking out the words, " until the next National
Encampment," and adding, "and that the Military Advisory Board shall consist of
three members, who shall not be ex-officio members of the Commandery-in-Chief."
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If the oommittee will allow me, that is not a correct
There is left out of the
copy of the recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief.
quoted recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief the language that Command
ant Hurlbnt be reappointed.
want to keep the record straight on my recommend
ation.
Commander Louis L. Dbake, of New Jersey: Commander, is that part of the
committee's report now before us?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is part of the reoommendation of the CommanderI understand they exoise that portion of the recommendation.
in-Chief.
will explain the position of the committee
Secretary McCbillis: Commander.
on that. A majority of the committee felt that the recommendation of the appoint
ment of any member of the incoming Commander-in-Chief's
staff was a bad
precedent to set. We realize that, undoubtedly, Commandant Hurlbut will be
We believe that he is qualified in every way to do better service in
reappointed.
command of the Sons of Veterans' Guards than anyone else. We are unanimous
about that, all of us; but a majority thought that to incorporate that in a report,
as the recommendation of this Encampment, was setting a bad precedent, and for
that reason it was eliminated from the report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: You have heard the report of the committee. Is
there any objection to the adoption of this section of the committee's report?
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move you that the re
port of the oommittee be amended, and that the words "and that Brother Hurlbut
be reappointed Commandant " be inserted.
Commander P. A. Babbows, of Nebraska: Commander, I second that motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that this section of the re
port of the Committee on Officers' Reports be adopted, with the additional provi
sion that Commandant Hurlbut be reappointed as Commandant of the S. of V.
Guards. Is there any discussion?
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I merely desire to explain
my reasons for. making..this motion, in accordance with th« recommendation of the
Commander-in-Chief, for an insertion of these words. I do it against the earnest
protest of Brother Hurlbut himself, who thinks, possibly, it would be much better
to allow this matter to remain open. Now, the reason that I have made this motion
to amend the report of the committee in this matter is, that a military officer, es
pecially one who is appointed right in the beginning of a movement, or organiza
tion, should be appointed for longer than one year's time, the period for which we
This Commandant has the work of the S. of V. Guards
appoint a Commandant.
right in hand. I have no doubt that the incoming administration will reappoint
Brother Hurlbut as Commandant, but I want to be perfectly sure of it. If the Sons
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of Veterans' Guards are to be continued as they are, it is absolutely necessary, in the
interests of that organization, that this brother, who has been the organizer, who
is in touch with this organization, and who has been in command and built it up to
it.-s present proportions, should be retained in the position that he now holds, and
that is the reason I make the motion.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I rise to a point of in
formation.
Is it in the power of this Commandery- in-Chief to dictate to the in
coming Commander-in-Chief who his appointee shall be? If it can be dono in one
case, it can be done in all.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The organization of the Sons of Veterans' Guards,
as the Commander-in-Chief understands, is under a provision of the Constitution
providing for the formation of a military rank. The details of that formation are
in the hands of the Commandery-in-Chief.
At the last meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief, after the military rank was established, a resolution was adopted directing
the Commander-in-Chief
to appoint a Commandant and members of the Advisory
Board, so that the Commander-in-Chief thinks the Commandery-in-Chief can them
selves, if they choose, appoint a Commandant of the Sons of Veterans' Guards, or
they can reenact the provision of last year.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I am in faVor
of the report of the committee, and I am in favor of it from a sen^e of courtesy.
Let me state here, now, that I am in favor of Commandant Hurlbut, but do think
that it would be just as proper for any member of this convention to get on the
floor and offer an amendment that Adjutant General Tobias, or Quartermaster Gen
eral Clarkson be reappointed by the incoming administration
as it is to offer an
amendment instructing the incoming administration to appoint Commandant
I submit that, in all courtesy, the incoming administration should be
Hurlbut.
It is not fair, and
have
permitted to nominate and appoint its own officers.
never known it to be done before, in this Order. I say that with all due deference
to the earnestness of purpose which prompts this amendment — but
sincerely
hope that this Encampment will vote down the amendment, and permit the incom
I
ing administration to nominate the man whom it thinks best for the position.
think, unquestionably, the brother will be nominated, as set forth in the amend
ment of Brother Bundy.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, at the earnest request
and positive instruction of Brother Hurlbut and his friends, I ask the Encamp
ment's consent to withdraw the amendment offered by me.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Unless there is objection, the amendment may be
withdrawn.
The chair hears none, and the amendment is withdrawn.
Past Commander Marvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, I desire to thank
Brother Bundy and the members of the Encampment for the support they have
given the committee in this matter. We deem it important as a precedent. Brother
Hurlbut will be taken care of; there will be no trouble about that.
The Commander in-Chief: The question recurs upon the report of the commit
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Is thore any objection to the section just read?
Commander Louis L. Drake, of New Jersey: Commander, I rise to object.
The Commander-in-Chief:
If that is the case. I suggest that the Commanderyin-Chief take recess and receive the Ladies' Aid.
Commander Louis L. Drake, of New Jersey: Commander. I make that motion.
Commander P. A. Barrows, of Nebraska: Commander, I second that motion.

tee.

RECEPTION
a recess

of

15

COMMITTEE

FROM LADIES-

AID.

It is moved and seconded that the Commandery-inminutes, to receive a committee from the Ladies' Aid. Is

The Commander-in-Chief:
Chief_take
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there any discussion? All those in fay or of the motion will signify so by the usual
sign. Those opposed, the same sign. It is unanimously carried, and a recess of 15
minutes is declared.
The chair will appoint as a committee to escort the ladies be
fore the Encampment Commander Raymond, of Missouri; Past Commander Baguley,
of West Virginia; and Past Commander Friedman, of Alabama and Tennessee.
These
Recess is now taken.
brothers will retire and escort the ladies to the Encampment.
The committee retired, and returned escorting Misses Josephine Munholland, Julia
E. Parker, and Katherine Holden, committee from the Ladies' Aid Society.
and
Past Commander H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander-in-Chief
brothers, it affords me great pleasure to introduce to this Commandery-in-Chief the
committee of the Ladies' Aid Society, auxiliary to the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.,
Miss Munholland, of Illinois;
Helena.

Miss Parker, of South Dakota;

and Miss Holden, of

Thb Commandeu-in- Chief: Sisters of the Ladies' Aid, in behalf of the Commandery in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, V. S. A., it gives me great pleasure to
We look forward with pleasure,
welcome you to the floor of our Encampment.
those of us who attend these National Encampments, to the ray of sunshine that
always comes into the darkness and cloud of our discussion when the Ladies' Aid
waits upon us; and one of the great charms of that committee in the years past has
We know here that in the city of
been the chairwomanship of the committee.
Helena we would not and could npt have received such a warm greeting had it not
been for the warm hearts in the Ladies' Aid. and therefore we feel especially pleased
to greet you to-day. Will the committee of the Sons of Veterans escort the com
mittee of the Ladies' Aid to the platform ?
Brothers, Miss Munholland certainly needs no introduction to a gathering of Sons
of Veterans. I have the pleasure of presenting to you, without an introduction,
Miss Munholland. the queen of the Ladies' Aid.
Miss Munholland addressed the Encampment, as follows:

MISS MUNHOLLAND'S

ADDRESS.

To the Officers and Members of the Helena Encampment,

Bbothebs —

S. of V.,

U.S.A.:

Once again we greet you.
We stand in consecrated halls
For all is great and good and holy
O'er which yon banner's shadow falls.
A year ago, in Minnesota,
We pledged you honor, trust, and
To bind anew the ties made holy
By memory of the ones above.

love,

To-day again we stand beside you,
Where gleam our country's colors bright;
To reach here we have "climbed up higher"
Let '8 lift all others to our height.
care we pledge our efforts —
Where'er a veteran old may roam
In Camp or Aid he '11 find his children,
And, in their loving hearts, his home.

To gentle

We 're proud to own you as our brothers;
We pray each day as you go on
Will mark some new, grand work completed,
In honor of the heroes gone.
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No more they strive where booms the cannon;
No more the fearful war cloud's mist
Obscures the homes they left behind them —
The dear home faces sadly kissed.
But Time has laid his siege upon them,
And one by one the blue ranks thin;
They fall —the G. A. R. God bless them!
As bravely as in war time"s din.
So. once again we give you greeting,
And, lest we be misunderstood,
Announce that we are with our brothers
For all that 'a loyal, grand, and good.
Among these hearts so patriotic,
These children of the sturdy West,
What wonder that new zeal impels us
To go and toil for what is best ?
God speed you, boys! accept our greeting
Fear not " innocuous desuetude."
Your merits claim our loving wishes:
We send them wrapped in angels' food !

!

In concluding, Miss Munholland, on behalf of the Ladies' Aid, presented the En
campment with a mammoth cake of angel food.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, I don't know whether it is intended to ex
press by this gift that the Ladies' Aid. or the Sons of Veterans "take the cake:"
but just at present we think it is the Sons of Veterans, because we are the recip
ients.
Miss Munholland: I suppose it was understood that the Commandery-in-Chief
would "take the cake," but in response to the inquiry, why our greetings take this
shape, I would say that the people of Helena have done so much in taking us up as
near the higher regions as possible, and the cmnp fire committee, I suppose, sup
plied the camp fire nectar last evening, so we thought we had to provide the otherThe Commandeb-in-Chief: I do not suppose it would have made any difference
what the Ladies' Aid brought us, it would have been sure to have some angelic
On behalf of the Sons of Veterans,
quality, even if it was nothing but themselves.
I will ask Commander Oberdorf, of the New York Division, to respond to the ad
dress of greeting of the Ladies' Aid.
Winfield Scott Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, ladies of the Aid So
ciety, and brothers: The Commander in-Chief is evidently trying to bind up the
wounds that he inflicted upon me two days ago. Then, instead of placing me upon
a committee to which I think my valiant services before this Encampment convened
entitled me, he chose one who had been my worst competitor all the way from Chi
And he did it, not with the smooth, keen stroke of
cago to Helena, Doctor Wilcox.
razor edge, but with the ragged gash of an ax. He appointed the committee to
wait upon the Ladies' Aid in this way: " Brother Oberdorf, of New York — no, Wil
cox, of New York." I am impressed, brothers, with the saying that was given birth
a hundred years ago, but, nevertheless,
is as true to-day as it was then, when, in the
Hamlet,
in covering
I will not say the grave -but in covering the body
play of
of Ophelia, the remark was made, as the flowers were strewn —
"Sweets to the sweet."

Miss Munholland to our Commander-in-Chief.
Miss Munholland: Have you consulted Mrs. Weeks?
Commander Obebdobf: I am also further convinced of the truth of that saying
which was uttered in response to — or rather in — a toast relative to women. We
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have all noticed with pleasure, and we have been proud of such attention, that in
sunshine and in rain, in tribulation and in pleasure, this organization of the Sons
of Veterans has by its side the sweetest comfort of life, namely, the sympathy and the
attendance of women. They talk about woman's sphere, as though it had a limit —
" There's not ti task to mankind given,
There's not a whispered ye.* or no,
There's not a blessing or a woe,
There's not a life, nor death, nor birth,
That has a penny's weight of worth,
Without a woman In It."

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Past Commander Maccabe, of Massachusetts, is
known to be a friend of women generally, and the Ladies' Aid in particular.
I will
call upon him.
Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, looking about
here I see a number of young gentlemen who have hair on their heads, which means
that they are not matrimonially inclined.
Prior to embarking upon the matrimo
nial sea, I, myself, had long and flowing locks, such as we used to wear in olden
days. And the faot that you, brothers, are not inclined to matrimony, recalls to my
mind a bit of a story.
Two Irishmen enlisted in New York, and went into the navy. One was named
McCarty and the other Donovan.
They went into the navy, as I say, and were on
what is called the " cat-head watch." You gentlemen in the wild and woolly West
do not know what a cat-head watch is. I will tell you, further on. These gentle
men were put on the cat-head watch, and Donovan, spying a cannon, said to Mc
Carty, " McCarty, let 's have a bit of fun." McCarty turned to Donovan and says,
" What do ye mane? " Donovan says, " D 'ye see that gun? " McCarty says, " I do."
" Well," says Donovan, " we '11 fire it off, but we '11 save the powder and shot." McCarty
" " Well,"
" ye
says, "How are ye goin' to save the powder and shot ?
says Donovan,
"
know the scouch kettle below?
"I do," says McCarty. Says Donovan, "Go down
and get the scouch kettle, and come up wid it." Then down went McCarty and
brought up the scouch kettle (that is another nautical term), and when he came up,
he says, " There 's the scouch kettle. What will I do wid it ? " " Straddle the gun,"
says Donovan, "and put the scouch kettle over the muzzle;" and he straddled the
gun and put the scouch kettle over in front of the muzzle of it. "Now," says Dono
van, "I will fire the gun, and you catch the powder and shot in the scouch kettle,
and we '11 save it. And so McCarty straddled the gun and put the scouch kettle over
the muzzle, and then he looked around and saw Donovan getting ready to fire the
"All right," said Donovan, grab
gun. "Jest pull that thing aisy," said McCarty.
bing the long string; then says he, "Are ye ready, McCarty?" And McCarty replied,
"All right, but pull it aisy." "All right," says Donovan, " I '11 pull it aisy," and he
pulled the string and bang went the gun. The bo's'n came up and called all hands
for'ard, and the commander of the ship said to the bo's'n, " Call the roll of the ship's
crew." They called the roll of the ship's crew, and everybody answered but Mc
Donovan stepped to the front
Carty. " Where is McCarty ? " the commander asked.
and said, "Excuse me, sor, excuse me; but he'll be here prisintly." The captain
said: "What do you mean, sir? Where is this man McCarty?
He was on the cat
" Excuse ine
head watch with you, and you must know where is."
again, sor," said
Donovan, "excuse me again, but I think he has gone for potatoes." "Gone for po
"Yis, yer honor," replied Donovan. "What do
tatoes!" exclaimed the captain.
you mean by that, you rascal," asked the captain; "what do you mean by saying
"Well, excuse me again, yer honor," said Dono
that he has gone for potatoes?"
van, "I think he went after potatoes because he took the scouch kettle wid him!"
"He had the scouch kettle with him!" exclaimed the captain; "what do you mean
by that ? Come, now, when will he return ? " " Excuse me again, captain," said Dono
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me again, sor; I can't say just when he'll be back; but if he comes
back as quick as he went, it 's time he was here now."
There is a moral in this story, my brothers. It is time that some of you gentle
men visited the Ladies' Aid Society; if not for anything more serious, to at least ac
cord to them your God-speed in the work they are doing. I know of the work of the
Ladies' Aid and of the success of their meeting here, and while perhaps Massachusetts
is not very strongly represented in this respect, yet we do know, we all know, of the
good work that women are capable of doing. My mother was a woman, and that to
me is the gentlest, sweetest, truest word in the American, English, French, German
or any other possible language. My brothers, to you then who are matrimonially
inclined, I will say that the Ladies' Aid Society affords a magnificent opportunity.
The duty of citizenship in the United States is embodied in that organization,
If you desire to aid and hold up your own
and it is also capable of splendid work.
organization, in my honest opinion you can do no better than by encouraging the
Had I been allowed the privilege of the floor -by virtue of being
the Ladies' Aid.
one of the antediluvians of the house of lords, so-called, I have either tho privi
lege of taking the floor or the stool — but had I been allowed the privilege of the
floor I would have submitted this as a suggestion: That it is possible by the organi
zation of tho Ladies' Aid, in connection with or supplemental to our organization,
to wit, to the Camps, to help them along very efficiently; because I have noticed that
Camps having as an auxiliary tho Ladies' Aid Association are invariably in a good
And
flourishing condition as to membership, and in a good condition financially.
to you, my brothers, who have been legislating and tying knots in the air to find out
some way to help our organization stem this tide, I suggest the possibilities of the
Ladies' Aid. Suppose you try it. Miss Munholland, yours till death.
The Commandee-in-Chief: There is one brother in attendance at this Encamp
ment who I know would feel as much disappointed if he was not called upon to
speak when the Ladies' Aid were visiting us as we would be if we did not hear him.
I refer to Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Charles A. Bookwalter.
Juniob Vioe Commandek-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I thought when
Brother Maccabe was making his eloquent and witty remarks in regard to the duties
of the members of this organization, and the duty they owed to this organization
to visit the Ladies' Aid Association, that he might, in his mind's eye, have meant
me, and my guilty conscience oppresses mo so much, that it is impossible for mo
to say anything.
I therefore beg to be excused.
Miss Munholland: I am quite sure that my sisters will agree with myself in
saying that we could stay here all the morning and listen to your talk. We wish we
could stay here and see you eat. I have an impression that Brother Bookwalter is
saving his energies to expend them in that direction f indicating the cake], and that
is the reason that he did not respond with a speech.
I wish to say to Mr. Maooabe that his story suggested to me another moral.
The man McCarty, or Dono
van, or whichever it was, who went so suddenly and did not return as suddenly, lost
the opportunity to exhibit a very commendable virtue; everybody ought to know
when to return, and we ladies are about to — withdraw.
Miss Munholland, and the members of the committee from the Ladies' Aid then
retired, escorted by the Committee of the Sons of Veterans appointed for that pur
van, "excuse

pose.

The CoMMANDEB-iN-CniKF: The time for which recess was taken having ex
pired, the Commandery-in-Chief will now come to order. Commander Drake, of
New Jersey, has the floor, to oppose the adoption of the seotion of the report of the
Committee on Officers' Reports last read.

PBOCEEDINQS.
BEPOBT OF COMMITTEE

ON OFFIOEBS'

1S1
BEPOBT8 BE8DMED.

Commander Louis L. Dbake, of New Jersey :* Commander, when I came to this
Encampment I was personally opposed to the Sons of Veterans' Guards, mainly on
account of the expense they were to the Order, but I have no desire to take away
I do not
the rights of any brother to organize a Camp with military features.
think it w'as right to saddle the Commandery-in-Chief
with so much expense, and,
in furtherance of the unanimous wish of the entire Division of New Jersey, I must
record them and myself as opposed to it. Having done this,
do not propose to

I

further.
Commander Habbx Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, do I understand
that Brother Drake makes a motion?
Commander Louis L. Dbake, of New Jersey: Commander, no, sir; that is sim
ply my objeotion that I wish to have recorded.
Commander Habbx Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Then, Commander, under the
direction and instruction of the Division of Washington, I move that this Encamp
ment do not concur in this reoommendation of the committee.
Past Commander H. B. Baouley, of West Virginia: Commander — if the brother
will pardon me for a moment — the committee appointed to act as escort to the
committee from the Ladies' Aid beg leave to report that they have discharged their
duty to the best of their ability, and ask to be discharged.
The Commandeb-in-Ciiief:
The committee is discharged, with the thanks of the
In regard to the motion just made, I
Encampment and the Commander-in-Chief.
would suggest to Brother Rosenhaupt that the result he desires to accomplish can
be accomplished as well by voting against the motion to adopt the report of the
committee.
Past Commander Fbank McCbillis, of Illinois: On behalf of the committee, I
move the adoption of this section of the report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The motion now before the house is by Brother
Bundy, who moved the adoption of the report, with the addition of the clause in
relation to the reappointment of Commandant Hurlbut.
He then withdrew that
addition and left his motion simply a motion to adopt the report of the committee.
That, I understand to be the motion under discussion. Commander Drake has
spoken against the adoption of the report. Commander Rosenhaupt, of Washing
ton, has spoken against the adoption of the report. Is there any further disouspress my opposition

sionf
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W.

Pollitt, of New Jersey. Commander, I would like
to have the yeas and nays called on this motion.
The Commandeb in-Chief: Are the yeas and nays demanded by any other
brother?
Chabi.es L. Witham, of Maine: Commander, I unite with Brother Pollitt in call
ing for the ayes and noes.
E. N. Bbidoes, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I also second the call for the ayes
and noes.

The

Commandeb in Chief: The Adjutant General will call the roll.
Commander Winfield Scott Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I think
there are several brothers who do not understand just how the question is before
the house; whether to vote in the affirmative or negative in order to vote their
minds.
An affirmative vote adopts the report of the com
The Commandeb-inChikf:
A
mittee, and continues the Sons of Veterans' Guards, as at present organized.
negative vote is against that proposition.
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The Adjutant General called the roll, and reported 68 voting in the affirmative;
in the negative.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The report of the committee on the fourth recom
mendation of the Commander-in-Chief is adopted.
Past Commander H. 8. Foster, of Vermont: Commander, I desire to place it on
record that my vote on this question, and also on the question of the restoration of
old titles, is given in deference to the wishes of the Vermont Division, and contrary
to my judgment and inclination.
Chaplain in Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: I would also like to make
a statement.
One great reason that actuated me in voting against accepting the
report of the committee was that the Division of New Jersey, at the Trenton En
campment, last February, instructed their delegates and their Commander to re
quest all brothers of the Division who had a vote in this Encampment to vote
against the Sons of Veterans' Guards; but I would have done it anyhow.
Past Commander R. Lokbenstein, of Missouri: Commander, as explaining the
vote of the majority of our delegation, I desire to state that while 'we oome in
structed against the Sons of Veterans' Guards, it was under the impression that the
I have been assured that the titles of Camp officers will be
titles are taken away.
restored, and on that assurance we have voted as we have.
Commander Habbx Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, I want to say
that the Division of Washington gave an iron-clad instruction to her representa
tives to vote against the Sons of Veterans' Guards.
Prooeed with the report of the committee.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Secretary McCrillis oontinued the reading of the report, as follows:
18

No. 5. "I recommend that 3,000 copies of the proceedings of
Recommendation
this meeting be published, under the supervision of the retiring administration, and
and through
that they be distributed to all members of the Commandery-inChief,
Division headquarters to all Camps."
We recommend its adoption.

I

rise to a point of order, Commander.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin:
The brother will state his point of order.
The Commandebin-Chief:
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: My point of order is that the rote on the
last recommendation has not been announced.
The Commandeb in-Chief: The chair rules the point of order not well taken.
Is there any objection to the report of the committee on recommendation No. 5, of
the Commander-in-Chief ?
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I would like
I would like to have incorporated in
to add something to that recommendation.
our proceedings the proceedings of the Ladies' Aid Sooiety, now being held here in
Helena.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan : Commander, I object.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the report of the com
mittee on this recommendation will be adopted. The chair hears none, and it eo
ordered.
Seoretary McCrillis continued the reading of the report, as follows :
Recommendations

Nos.

6.

7, S.

Rules and Regulations.

Referred

to the

Committee

on Constitution,

" I therefore recommend that the Charter of the Divi
No. 9.
revoked,
sion of Oklahoma be
and that the Camps in the Indian Territory and
Oklahoma Territory be re-attaohed to the Division of Kansas for jurisdictional
Recommendation

purposes."
We recommend its adoption.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

If

there

is no objection,

the

report of the

com
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mittee on this recommendation -will be concurred in. The ohair hears none, and it
is so ordered.
Secretary MoCrillis continued the reading of the report, as follows :
Recommendation. No. 10.
therefore reoommend that the per capita tax pay
able to the Commandery-in-Chief remain as heretofore — 4oents per quarter, 16 cents
per annum."
We conour in the reoommendation.
The Commander in-Chief : If there is no objection, the report of the com
mittee on this reoommendation will be concurred in. Is there objection?
Fast Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander, I object.
Fast Commander Frank McChillis, of Illinois : Commander, on behalf of the
committee, I move the adoption of the report on this recommendation.
Fast Commander J. B. Maooabb, of Massachusetts : Commander,
rose to sec
ond the motion, but I would like to know if this committee referred the subject
of this recommendation to the Council-in-Chief ? If not, will move to refer this
That is the proper plaoe for it.
recommendation to the Council-in-Chief.
Junior Viob-Commandbb-in-Chibf Bookwaltee : Commander, I seoond the mo
tion of Brother Macoabe.
Past Commander J. B. Maooabb, of Massachusetts: Commander, my reason for
offering that motion is this: By virtue of their experience, the members of the
Council-in-Chief are better prepared to submit to this convention a recommendation
as to just what the per capita tax should be than anybody else.
They know the state
of the finances of the Order. They know the liabilities and assets, and they are,
therefore, the proper persons to consider this question. Therefore, I respeotfully
urge that my motion prevail.
Fast Commander Marvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, the Committee
on Officers' Reports conours in the suggestion of Brother Maocabe.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The committee then withdraw their report upon
recommendation No. 10, and that will go to the Council-in-Chief.
The secretary continued the reading of the report, as follows:
Recommendation
No. 11. Referred to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and
Regulations.
Recommendation No. 12.
"I therefore recommend that a time be devoted to suoh
interchange of views, and that each Division Commander be required to speak fully
npou the subject."
We concur in the recommendation.
The Commander- in-Oiiief: If there is no objeotion, the report of the committee
on this recommendation will be ooncurred in. The chair hears none, and it is so
ordered.
Secretary McCbillis: Then, Commander, the committee has the recommenda
tion from the Commander-in-Chief, to which our attention has been called since
It is a decision rendered upon a question submitted by
coming into this session.
Division Commander Newton, of Indiana, and the appeal is taken by the Pennsyl
vania Division.
The deoision of the Commander-in-Chief, and the Jndge-Advocate
General thereunder, are as follows:
"The question submitted by the Commander of the Indiana Division, which is
quoted in the Judge-Advocate General's opinion No. 7 herewith, is, as I understand
it, whether upon the disbandment of a Camp the Captain is required to forward all
property of the Camp to Division headquarters, or whether, upon the payment of
all per capita tax and other obligations to the Division, they may dispose of the
property as they see fit.
" I fully concur in the conclusion reached by the Judge-Advocate General, as I
can find no provision in the Constitution
restricting the power of Camps in the
disposition of their property, or giving Divisions any interest in such property, or
any claim on the Camp funds other than for the collection of per capita tax and

"I

I

I
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the enforcement of its monetary obligations to the Division, except article I. chap
ter V, section 8, which provides, in case of the surrender or forfeiture of the Char
ter, that all property of the Division or Order, including all books of record, orders,
Rituals and Camp papers, shall be turned over to the Division Adjutant.
"This section applies specifically to the property of the Division or Order, and
cannot therefore inolude Camp funds or Camp property. (See Opinion XXV, G. A. R.
Blue-Book, page 198.)"
We, as a committee, have not talked this over, so that there has been no oppor
tunity for argument at all; but for the sake of getting it before the house the com
mittee will report concurring in the opinion of the Commander-in-Chief, and move
the adoption of the report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is there any objection to the report of the commit
tee on this decision, No. 19?
Past Commander C. T. Obneb. of Illinois: Commander, as I understand it, an
appeal has been taken from the Commander-in-Chief to the Commandery-in Chief
on this subject. Should not the matter come properly before the Commandery-inChief by a vote?
Would not that be the proper method for it to come before this
Enoampment?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commander-in-Chief is of the opinion that it
would. Does the Commander of the Pennsylvania Division desire to be heard?
Commander Walteb E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I would like very
much for that committee to give this matter a little consideration.
It is a matter
of great importance to the Division of Pennsylvania, and probably to others.
It is
only a matter of fairness that the oommittee should give the matter some consider
ation.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hah,, of Michigan: Commander, we have four
members of the committee here, and we are all united in concurring in the recom
mendation of the Commander-in-Chief.
Brother McColley has not been consulted
— Brother McCrillis Beems to shake his head.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I suggest that the committee withdraw their report
on this decision, and present it after consideration. Time will undoubtedly be saved
if the brothers here realize that the committee has oarefully considered the question,
for they will be guided largely by the report of the oommittee in that case. This
matter will be passed for the present, and be recurred to later on. The secretary
will continue the report of the committee.
ON THE

BEPOBT OF THE ADJUTANT

GENEBAL.

Secretary MoCbillis: Commander, that concludes the report of the committee
We come now to the recom
on the recommendations of the Commander-in-Chief.
mendations oontained in the report of the Adjutant General.
Recommendation
No. 1. "I recommend that the new 'Record of Camps' prepared
by this administration be approved and continued, and that the use of the 'Record
.
of Revoked Charters' be discontinued."
We recommend its adoption.
The Commandeb in-Chief: Unless there is objection, the report of the Commit
tee on recommendation No. 1 of the Adjutant General's report will be concurred in.
The chair hears none, and it id so ordered.
Secretary McCrillis continued the reading of the report, as follows:
Recommendation
No. 2. "I recommend that the filling in of old numbers [as per
list herewith furnished] be continued until all numbers on said list are used, and
that thereafter new Camps shall, in all instances, be given new numbers."
We recommend its adoption.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the report of the committee
will be concurred in. The chair hears none, and the report is concurred in.
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Secretary MoCrillis continued the reading of the report, as followa:
Recommendation
No. 3. "I reoommend that the use of the 13 'Rosters of Divi
sions' be disoontinned.
We recommend its adoption.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Unless there is objection, the report of the commit
tee will be ooncnrred in.
The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Secretary MoCrillis continued the reading of the report, as follows:
Recommendation
No. 4.
"I therefore recommend that the use of the 'Keoord of
Division By-laws' be discontinued."
We reoommend its adoption.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Unless there is objeotion, the report of the commit
tee will be concurred in.
It is so ordered.
Secretary MoCrillis oontinued the reading of the report, as follows:
Recommendation
No. 5. "I reoommend that, when the present stock of forms 26,
28 and 45 is exhausted,
the new forms be ohanged to conform to the new titles."
Secretary MoCbillis: Commander, that refers to the blanks of certain forms,
which were prepared when the titles Captain, First Lieutenant and Second Lieuten
ant were in use, and the Adjutant General reoommends that they be altered to con
form to the new titles, and knowing that that was to come before the Encampment
in a special way and would be discussed very largely, the committee took no action
upon it, but it now having been deoided to retain the new titles, the committee re
ports concurring in this recommendation.
The Commander-in-Chief:
I would suggest that the committee amend that rec
ommendation so that it may apply, even if there is a change subsequently, so that
when the present stook of those forms is exhausted "the new forms be changed to
conform to existing titles" instead of "the new titles." Then it don't make any dif
ference how the thing goes.
Secretary MoCbillis: The committee will adopt the suggestion of the Com
mander-in-Chief.
The Commanded in-Chief: The report of the committee, then, is amended in
that particular?
Secretary MoCbillib: Yes, Commander.
The Commander in-Chief: If there is no objeotion, then, the report of the
committee on recommendation No. 5 of the Adjutant General, as amended, will be
concurred in. Is there objeotion?
The ohair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Secretary MoCrillis oontinued the reading of the report, as follows:
Recommendation
No. (>. "I reoommend that a new form be prepared, containing
name, number and location of Camp; giving date of suspension, disbandment,
surrender of Charter, revocation of Charter, and reinstatement; and that Adjutants
of Divisions be required, with their quarterly reports, to send to the Adjutant Gene
ral, on said form, information as to all Camps in their Divisions whioh come under
any of the above heads."
We concur in the reoommendation.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objeotion, the report of the committee
will be concurred in. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Secretary McCrillis continued the reading of the report, as follows:
No. 7.
"I recommend that, when new Adjutants' Consolidated
Recommendation
Reports are printed, they be made to conform to this book."
We concur in the reoommendation.
The Commandeb in Chief: Unless there is objection, the report of the Commit
tee will be concurred in.
The ohair hears none, and it is concurred in.
Secretary McCrillis continued the reading of the report, as follows:
Recommendation
No 8. "I therefore reoommend that Divisions be allowed to
make supplemental reports for the quarter ending June 30, 1892, and that the same
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be added to the reports heretofore submitted by them, and, when consolidated, that
the same be published in the proceedings as table No. 4, report for the quarter end
ing Jnne 30, 1892."
We recommend its adoption.

The

Commandek

in-Chief:

tee will be concurred in.

Unless there is objeotion, the report of the oommitThe chair hears none, and it is so ordered.

ON BKPOBT

OF QOABTKBMASTEB

GENEBAL.

Secretary MoC'billis: Commander, that oloses the report of the Committee on
Officers' Reports on the recommendations contained in the report of the Adjatant
General. Next come the recommendations contained in the report of the Quarter
master Odneral, on which the cam nittee report as follows:
Nos. 1 and 2. Raferred to the Com nittee on Constitution,
Recommendations
Rules and Regulations.
No. 3. "That Formi Nos. 3, i, 5, 5±, 6, A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and
Recommendation
H. be improved in quality, and the price correspondingly raised."
We recommend its adoption.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
If there is no objection, the report of the committee
on recommendation No. 3, contained in the Quartermaster General's report, will be
adopted. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Secretary Mo0rilli3 continued the reading of the report, as follows:
No. 4. "That the Quartermaster General sell all extra-quality
Recommendation
at.
books ou hand at a reduced price, to be established by the Commandery-in-Chief
its eleventh annual maeting. and that the incoming Com tnander-in Cnief be directed
to publish, in his first General Orders, the action of the Commandery in-Chief in
this matter."
We recommend its adoption, and that these books b3 disposed of at the price of
the regular stock.
Secretary MoCbillis: We understand that that set of books is incomplete; that
certain forms have been exhausted, though there are a number of forms that there
are quite a quantity of; and we therefore recommend that this stock be disposed
of — that these books be disposed of at the price of the regular stock — and we move
the adoption of the report in this particular.
The Commandeb in-Chief: Unless there is objection, the recommendation of the
committee will be approved and adopted. The chair hears no objeotion, and it is
so ordered.

Secretary McCrillis oontinned the reading of the report, as follows:
No. 5: "That this be the praotioe of this office iu future, and
Recommendation
that 10 per cent, be the amount charged off annually to office expense account."
We recommend that it be not adopted.
Secretary MoCbillis: That refers to the recommendation of the Quartermaster
the office furniture,
General regarding the furniture of the Commandery-inChief,
etc.
Your committee did not concur in this recommendation of the Quartermaster

General.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

Is

there any objeotion to conourring

in the report of

the committee on the fifth recommendation of the Quartermaster General.

Commander Winfield Scott Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I object.
Commander Louis L. Dbake, of New Jersey: Commander, I move that the re
port of the committee be concurred in.
Past Commander H. S. Fosteb, of Vermont: Commander, I second the motion.
Qoabtebmasteb Genebal J. V. B. Clabkson, of New York: Commander, before
action is taken approving the recommendation of the committee, I would like to
If the recommendation of the committee is concurred in, we will
say a few words.
carry, as assets, furniture which in a few years will be worn out. That does not
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You would not do it in your own business. You would not
carry machinery at cost after it is worn out, and if you carry your furniture and
such things as that at oost, you will have a false Quartermaster General's report
That furniture is not worth what it is carried at now, but I did not
every year.
think it was wise to take it all off, to out out of the assets the full depreciation which
I think it would be too bad for us
has taken place in that furniture, all at onoe.
to go to work and carry a lot of stuff on hand at the prices we paid for it, when it
is all worn out.
Commander Winfield Soott Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I move, as
an amendment to the motion, that the recommendation of the Quartermaster Gen
seem to me to be right.

eral be adopted.

Inspector Genebal Hknby Fbazke, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : It is moved and seconded to substitute for the mo

tion to concur in the report of the committee a motion not to concur in the report
of the committee, but to adopt recommendation No. 5 of the Quartermaster Gen
eral.
Is there any further discussion?
Past Commander Fbank MoCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, I think it is only
fair that this matter should be presented as the committee saw it. In the first
place, I most certainly take exception to the opinion of our distinguished Quarter
master General. I do not think that the Commandery-in-Chief
stands in the posi
tion in this matter that a business house does that is selling goods, and, perhaps,
We are not in business for that purpose.
may possibly sell its office furniture.
We may have a copying press, for whioh we paid $25. Ten years from to-day
that will be worth just exactly the same amount to ua that it was when we bought
it. If you are to charge off 10 per oent. each year, at the end of 10 years you have
charged off the entire price of the press, and are supposed not to have it. I con
tend that that is just as good an argument as the one submitted by the Quarter
master General.
Furthermore, we may have any artiole of furniture, and let us
suppose that, at the end of 10 years, it is going to be worn out. It is just as valu
able to the Commandery-in-Chief,
It is just as valuable
because it is not for sale.
to the Commandery-in-Chief
at the end of the ninth year as it was at the end of the
first year, and yet at the end of 10 years it is to be thrown away.
When it can no
longer be used it may very justly be charged up in the profit and loss account. That
is the opinion of the committee, and we believe it to be the correct one.
We do not believe that we are in this thing in the same sense that a business
house is in business, where they propose to sell out, and possibly sell their office
fixtures. If I understand it, our office fixtures are not for sale. I do not believe
that they are. We buy simply what we need, and, at any rate, I do not believe they
will be worn out in 10 years.
There are very few things at present that are the
that will be worn out in 10 years, and es
property of the Commandery-in-Chief
pecially there are very few things that will be liable to wear ont in 10 years when
we have established a permanent headquarters, as it is contemplated will be done
at this session.
If you are going to adopt any rule whereby a certain per oent. will
be charged off each year, it should be a great deal less than 10 per cent.
That is
all have to say.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I desire most heart
ily to second the recommendation of the Quartermaster General. The position
taken by Secretary McCrillis seems to discriminate very much against some suc
ceeding Commander-in-Chief.
According to his statement, when this property is
worn ont, it is to be thrown away and charged up to profit and loss. That saddles
the entire loss upon the administration
that happens to be in charge of affairs at
that time. It is far more fair to all sncoeeding administrations to adopt the recom

I
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mendation of the Quartermaster General, and charge off a portion of this depreci
ation, which mast certainly occur, eaoh year, and thug allow each administration to
bear its part.
Councilman-in-Chief Isaac Cutteb, of Illinois: Commander, I am heartily in
favor of this amendment. All business houses dealing in machinery, or anything
But I merely
of the kind, always take off a per cent, every year for depredation.
I
to
inform him
correct
the
arithmetic
of
Past
MoCrillis.
wish
wish to
Commander
that 10 per cent, off eaoh year will not wipe any article ont of existence in 10 years.
hope he will take that into consideration.
Fast Commandeb Maevin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, I desire to state
that, in my humble opinion, the recommendation of the Quartermaster General
ought not to be carried out in our affairs. I know in business matters that is the
rule, but this Order is not a business, and the conduot of its affairs is not a business
transaction in that sense of the word, because the desk of the Quartermaster Gen
eral, or any other desk, is just as valuable to the Order in 10 years from the time it
was purchased, unless it has received damage from accidental causes, as it was on
the day it was purohased. This is our position: That a reasonable percentage
might be taken off, but that the percentage usually charged off by business houses
is not an equitable one in this case.
Juniok Viok-Commandeb in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, the Council-inChief have given this subject considerable attention to-day, and I believe that, when
Brother Hall says this is not a business matter, he overlooks the fact that the sooner
this Order comes to be conducted on business principles the better it will be for us.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, I did not say it
was not a business matter, but that it was not a business matter in the sense that
It does not
Brother Cutter spoke of, because we are not selling this furniture.
stand to us in the same relation that the furniture of a business house or the ma
chinery of a manufacturing plant stand to enterprises of that character.
Bookwalteb: Commander, I say that, when
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
at $25, the moment it is put into
a desk is purchased by this Commandery-in-Chief
it has depreciated $5, and every year that it
the office of the Commandery-in-Chief
is there it decreases more than 10 per cent, in value, and it is not good business
judgment to say that we should not charge off a oertain per cent, because the desk
is just as good for its uses as it was when we purchased it. You take a firm in the
dry-goods business, and they do not sell their show-oases and counters, and they do
not expect to. No man embarks in business with the expectation of some day
being compelled to sell his fixtures to pay his debts, but every man in the drygoods business charges off a oertain per cent, every year from the value of his show
He carries them the first year at what they cost
cases and counters and furniture.
him, and the second year he carries into profit and loss a oertain amonnt on ac
count of their depreciation ; because every one knows that a second-hand article
It is not necessary that we shall contemplate selling our
has depreciated in value.
furniture, or take into account the possibility that we might sell, but we want to be
honest with ourselves, and have honest book-keeping in our Order, and know where
we are, and what our assets really are.
Commander Winfield Scott Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I am a

I

I did not get the floor a moment ago, because the Junior
Vice-Commander has elaborated the point that I was going to touch upon ; but I
have another point that I wish to present : If you oarry this furniture at its cost price
from the time you enter it upon your books until it is worn out, you have n't got a
correct statement of your affairs ; it is false, and this Order does not propose to
have any false or misleading statements upon its books, if I know anything about it.
little disappointed that
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assume
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will the Senior Vioe-Oommander-in-Chief
command?
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Cbief Fuller assumed command.
Commandeb-in-Chief Weeks: Brothers, I only want to say a word. The propo
sition is just this: there are only two honest ways to treat this subject. One is to
charge the whole expense of office furniture at once to general expenses, and never
carry it as an asset at all. The other is to charge off each year a oertain percent
The latter, I think, is the fairer way — to charge some of it off, a certain
age.
percentage, every year. Now, as far as this administration is concerned, if the Commandery-in-Chief desire us to carry the whole burden of all the office furniture that
has been bought in the last four or five years, we will do it, and charge it all off to
general expense, and make our assets so much less. We did not feel like doing it;
we did not feel that we ought to do it.
We thought we were doing enough when we
went farther than any other administration ever had gone, and oharged into general
But if
expense ^450 worth of books, also 10 per cent, of the value of the furniture.
you want us to reduce our assets $500 more, we are willing to do it. But that is not
the business way to do. The business way is, to take off a certain percentage each
year. Past Commander MoCrillis talks about using a copying press for 10 years
and having it worth as much at the end of 10 years as when he bought it. I say he
cannot produce a copying press that has been in use 10 years that is worth anything
more than so much a pound for old iron.
The Commandeb-in-Chief (resuming command): Is there any further discus
sion? Those in favor of substituting the motion to not concur in the report of the
committee, and to adopt reoommendation No. 5 of the Quartermaster Qeneral, for
the motion to concur in the report of the committee, will signify so by the usual sign.
Those opposed, the same sign. It seems to be, and is, carried, and the motion not to
concur in the report of the committee, but to adopt the recommendation of the
Quartermaster Oeneral, is substituted. The question now is upon the substituted
motion, to not concur in the report of the committee and adopt recommendation
No. 5 of the Quartermaster General. All those in favor of that motion will signify
so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be, and is, carried.
The secretary will proceed with the reading of the report of the committee.
ON INSPEOTOB

OENEBAL'S

BEPOBT.

Secretary MoCbillis: Thajt concludes the report of the committee on the recom
mendations contained in the report of the Quartermaster Oeneral. The recommend
ation contained in the report of the Inspector Oeneral is referred to the Committee
on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
ON

BEPOBT OF SOEGEON GENERAL.

Recommendations Nos. 1 and 2 in the report of the Surgeon Oeneral are referred
to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
Recommendation No. 3.
"I would suggest a change in the blanks, to include the
S. V. Guards."
We recommend its adoption.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Unless there is objection, the report of the commit
tee will be adopted. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Secretary McCrillis continued the reading of the report, as follows:
Recommendation
No. 4. "I would suggest that a foot-note be made on Camp
Surgeon's blanks, to read, 'one report to be forwarded to Division Surgeon, and one
to be filed in the Camp.' "
We recommend its adoption — providing we have Camp SurgeonB.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The report of the committee recommends the adop
tion of reoommendation No. 4, of the Surgeon General's report, providing Camp
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The matter is now before yon for
Surgeons are provided for in the Constitution.
consideration.
If there is no objection, the report in that form will be adopted.
Adjutant General Tobias: Commander, I do not desire to object to the report,
but I do not see where the difference comes in — why the Camp Sargeon shonld keep
that duplicate copy. Why is it necessary to do that?
Secretary MoCbillis: The words "Camp Surgeon" were in the Surgeon Gener
al's recommendation.
We are in favor of the copy, but the words "Camp Surgeon"
should not be used where there is no Camp Surgeon.
The Commander in-Chief: Strike out the word "Surgeon's" and it will be all
Then it will read, "duplicate copy to be kept by the Camp."
right.
Secretary McCbillis: Then the recommendation, as amended, reads:
Recommendation
No. 4. "I would suggest that a foot-note be made on Camp
blanks, to read: 'One report to be forwarded to Division Surgeon, and one to be
"
filed in the Camp.'
We recommend its adoption.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Unless there is objeotion, the report of the commit
tee on this recommendation will be adopted. The chair hears none, and it is so
ordered.
ON BEPOBT

OF COMMANDANT 8. V. GUARDS.

Secretary MoCbillib: That concludes the report of our committee in reference
to the Surgeon General's report. We come now to the recommendations of the
Commandant of the S. V. Guards.
Recommendation
No. 1. "That the Advisory Board consist of three members."
That has already been considered.
Recommendation
No. 2. "That the term of office of members of the Advisory
Board be three years, and that one be appointed each year."
We recommend that this be adopted, and that the incoming Commander-in-Chief
appoint said board, as follows: One member for one year, one member for two years,
and one member for three years.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Unless there is objection, the report of the commit
tee will be adopted.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, suppose the S.
V. Guards are not continued for three years, for which these officers are to be com
I move that it be just one year.
missioned?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I think if Brother Macoabe will think for a moment
he will see there is no harm in adopting this report of this committee; because, if

of Veterans' Guards die, the necessity for the existence of the Advisory
On
Board dies; and they are not ex-officio members of the Commandery-in-Chief.
the other hand, if the Guards are continued, this Advisory Board may be of great
service.
Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, my only idea
was to have everything harmonious.
The Commandebin-Chief:
Does Brother Maocabe insist on his amendment?
Past Commander J. B. Maocabe, of Massachusetts: No, Commander.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Unless there is further objection, the report of the
committee will be adopted. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
the Sons

ON

RECOMMENDATIONS

OF

FBESS COMMITTEE.

Secretary McCbillis: I come now to the recommendations of the Press Com
mittee.
" Your committee cannot see how the
plan proposed by Chairman Krackowizer,
on behalf of the Press Committee, would be more advantageous to the Order t han the
plan adopted last year, and would recommend the continuance of the plan adopted
at the Minneapolis Encampment."
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Past Commander J. B. Maocabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I rise for in
I desire to know what the plan of oampaign of last year was.
formation.
Secretary MoCbillis: That the Commander of each Division should recommend
to the Commander-in-Chief one member of each Division, who wonld be appointed
on the Press Committee.
Brother Eraokowizer asks that the number be reduced to
seven members. Your committee are of the opinion that there should be one mem
ber from each State, at least.
Past Commander J. B. Maocabe, of Massachusetts: Commander,
am speaking
now from a practical stand-point.
The members of the Press Committee did not
earn their salt last year.
It was simply a useless expenditure of money, and every
newspaper man in this convention, and every man in this convention who is not a
newspaper man, knows it. Every man here knows that the newspapers of this
country are anxious to get all the Sons of Veterans news they can, and I, for one,
speaking as a newspaper man, and speaking for the good of the Order at the same
time, hope that this convention will not foist upon it anything under the caption
of a Press Committee. If need be I will object, and hope the convention will vote
down the recommendation of the oommittee.
The Commandeu-in-Chibf: I understand the oommittee to move the adoption of
their report. Past Commander Maocabe, of Massachusetts, opposes the motion. Is
there any further discussion?
C. D. Room, of Massachusetts: Commander, as a member of the Press Com
mittee last year, I wish to indorse Brother Macoabe's sentiment, in saying that the
Press Committee did not earn its salt. My reason for saying so is this: That un
der the organization of the Press Committee, consisting of a chairman and one
member from each State, there is absolutely nothing that they can do in harmony.
The only use I can see for a Press Committee, in this organization, is one that would
be a central oommittee that would disseminate literature beneficial to the Order.
But when we come to have one man in eaoh State run his State, and do what he
thinks is best for it, there is no cooperation.
There is no use having such a Press
Committee, because all papers of any size that appreciate the influence of the Sons
of Veterans have members of their staffs connected with the Order, who furnish
them the news.
And one man from each State cannot cover the papers in his State,
and intelligently and satisfactorily furnish all the news.
It is local news that the
local papers want — not general news; and the only way anything can be accom
plished is by interesting the members of the Camps in tho principal towns in the
work. It cannot be done by any one member for the entire State. I would be in
favor of reducing the number to seven, as suggested, and let the committee take
upon itself the dissemination of all kinds of literature beneficial to the Sons of
Veterans — that is, in a general sense; also, to take upon themselves the answering
of any objections that might, from time to time, crop up publicly and generally in
the press. But the idea that one man, in one city, is going to be able to cover a
State completely, is absolute nonsense.
A man cannot do if. It must be done
locally, if it is to be of any use. That is my idea on this question. Brother Krackowizer knows how
Btand, for we have served together on the Press Committee, and
have so informed him. I hope the recommendation of the committee will not be
adopted.
Past Commander E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander, it seems to me
that one man in a State is in a position to do more work, as a member of this Na
tional Press Committee, than one man in charge of three or four or five States,
as suggested in Brother Kraokowizer's plan.
I am thoroughly satisfied that, in the
Division of Washington, the National Press Committee, through my agitation, has
done good work.
I am thoroughly satisfied that if the Division Commanders had

I
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taken this matter up and appointed members of the Press Committee, and had at
tended to their basiness, and seen that Camp correspondents were appointed in the
different Camps to fnrnish the national committeeman with looai news, the present
plan would have worked successfully. The Camp correspondent should sift out
those matters that are most important, and furnish them to the different press
bureaus as news notes of his Division, and to all the papers that are published in
the interest of our organization.
I believe that if that was done much good could
be accomplished by this method.
I am thoroughly of the opinion that this National Press Committee can be made
a greater success under the plan that was adopted last year than it can be under the
plan suggested by Brother Erackowizer, notwithstanding the facts oited by him, the
force of which I appreciate.
I know the plan has been a success in Washington, and I am thoroughly of the
opinion that if the members of the National Press Committee in the different Di
visions, and the different Division Commanders, had seen to it as I flatter myself
I attended to this branch of the work in the Division of Washington, it would have
been a success.
I hope the report of the committee will be ooncurred in.
Past Commander J. B. Maocabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I would like to
ask Brother Young a question.
How many papers are there in the Division of
Washington?
Past Commander E. W. Young, of Washington: We have no S. of V. paper in
Washington, so far as I know.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Will the Senior Vice-Commander assume command ?
I think that possibly I had the most disagreeable experience with the National Press
Committee of any member of this Order. I think that when a Division Commander
appoints as a member of the National Press Committee, which is supposed to keep
the world at large advised of what is going on in the Order, somebody who does not
even know who the Commander-in Chief is, the National Press Committee is a dis
grace to the Order. If there is one man of that character upon the committee, it
disgraces the whole committee. It do n't make any difference what good work
other people have done, he ruins the committee. Now, if Brother Young will allow
me a moment, I am going to make a point upon which I think he will be ready to
agree with me.
My experience is that the National Press Committee does not
amount to anything; that the only way press work can be done satisfactorily, and
be done to the advantage of the Order, is to have it done individually, because the
good work that was done during this past year by seotions of the National Press
Committee was the result of good work of the Division officers, and the National
Press Committee, as a committee, is not entitled to credit for it. In Washington
the work was well done, because it was done under the immediate supervision of the
The ohairman of the National
Division Commander and by his Division Adjutant.
Press Committee could not accomplish anything with the agencies that were pro
vided by Division Commanders who did not care a rap for press work. Some of
them made their appointments upon the committee when they got good and ready
and when they did make appointments made appointments of men who did not do
any work, who did not even communicate with the ohairman of the committee.
My position is, if this matter of press work is left to Division Commanders, and
their attention is called directly to the advantages that will aoorue to them in their
In the
Division work by proper press work, they will then do the work themselves.
Division of Washington, where the number of papers is small, one good, clear
In the Division of Massachusetts,
headed man may be able to cover the Division.
where newspapers are as numerous as flies on a dead horse out West, there you have

to have

a

newspaper man in every county in the commonwealth in order to give
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him as fair a chance as a single man has in the whole State of Washington.
The
believe — the only way we can get any benefit out of the newspaper
only fair way,
men in onr Order, is to nse them through the Divisions, under the instructions of
the Division officers, and divide them np according to the necessities of the partic
ular locality in which they are to be found.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Miohigan: Commander and brothers, I
believe I can give you an explanation from the committee that will pave the way
safely to an adjustment of this matter which will be satisfactory to us all, with per
haps the exception of Brother Young, who has some peculiar views on this subjeot
— the rest of the committee are a unit. As suggested by the Commander-in-Chief,
this matter ought to be left in the hands of Division Commanders, and they direotly
interested; and it is because of our belief in this very thing and this very theory
that we make the recommendation we do, trusting, through this recommendation,
to get the sense of this Encampment on this subject.
Members of the Encampment will notice that we do not in any sense approve
Brother Krackowizer's recommendation as to the narrowing of the Press Commit
tee.
We desire to get the sense of this Encampment on the subjeot.
It was the
sense of the committee, as I say, with the exception, perhaps, of Brother Young, that
the National Press Committee was not a necessity, and was not particularly benefi
cial: but we wanted to get the action of the Commandery-in-Chief, so that the Press
Committee could either be abolished, and the idea eternally knocked out, and the
matter placed in the hands of Division officers, or else have the committee made
think best.
One or the
permanent, and composed as the Commandery-in-Chief
other of those things. That is not in this recommendation.
Past Commander William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, will Brother Hall
answer a question on behalf of that committee? If the majority of the Committee
on Officers' Reports were in favor of abolishing the Press Committee, why do they
not say so in their report?
i
Fast Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, I would say that
the committee were not entirely in favor of abolishing the Press Committee.
We
thought the scheme, as submitted at Minneapolis, might, perhaps, be made of bene
fit to the Order, and we thought by this recommendation to give the Commanderyin-Chief an opportunity to express itself on the subject, and then we would be able
to take an intelligent vote. That was the position of the committee.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, that being the senti
ment of the committee, and the committee not being at all particular as to whether
its report is accepted or rejected, being desirous, as they say, to have an expression
of the sense of the Encampment, before they can make up their minds, I will ask,
in deference to the wishes of the committee, as I take it, to lay their recommenda
tion in regard to the Press Committee upon the table.
I make that motion.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, the oommittee
desires a vote upon this proposition.
Junior Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I second Brother
Bandy's motion. That will bring the matter to a vote.
The Commandeb-in-Chief (resuming command): It is moved and seconded to
lay the recommendation of the Committee on Officers' Reports, with reference to
the Press Committee, on the table. Any discussion ?
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I rise to a
Can a motion that is tabled be taken up again this after
question of information.
noon.
The Commander-in-Chief:
It can be taken from the table at any time by vote

I
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Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Then, Commander, I want
to move that the matter be indefinitely postponed. I wish Brother Bandy would
change his motion into that form.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bcndy, of Ohio:
will withdraw my motion, Com
mander, to lay the matter upon the table, if there is no objection.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I understand
that Brother Bundy withdraws his motion. I now move the indefinite postpone
ment of the committee's report in relation to the Press Committee.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bcndy, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the report of the Com
mittee on Officers' Reports in relation to the Press Committee be indefinitely post
Any discussion?
Those in favor of the motion will signify the same by
poned.
the usual voting sign of the Order.
Those opposed. The motion seems to be, and
is, oarried, and the report of the committee on this matter is postponed indefinitely.
Has the Committee on Officers' Reports any further report to make?
Secretary MoCbillis: Commander, my attention has been called, by Command
ant Hurlbut, to the fact that we left out one word in one of his recommendations,
and it is quite an important word, and we desire to have it inserted.
The recom
mendation, as reported, is as follows:
Recommendation
No. 2. "That the term of office of members
of the Advisory
Board be three years, and that one be appointed eaoh year."
That was adopted by the house. The recommendation that the Commandant
made, and the recommendation that the committee wished to have adopted, is as
follows:
Recommendation
No. 2. "That the term of office of the Commandant and mem
bers of the Advisory Board be three years, and that one be appointed each year."'
Action having been taken upon it in the form first stated, the committee moves
that the words "the Commandant and" be inserted before the words "members of
the Advisory Board."
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the report will be amended
in that particular, and the report of the committee, as amended, concurred in. Is
there objection?
The Chair hears none, and the report of the committee is
adopted as amended.
Secretary MoCbillis : The closing part of our report is as follows :
We desire to compliment the several officers of the Commandery-in-Chief
upon
the excellent service rendered the Order, as shown by their respective reports, and
we desire to especially commend the Commander-in-Chief,
the Adjutant General
and the Quartermaster-General upon the comprehensiveness and completeness of
their reports. A careful perusal of the reports of the other officers shows that they
have performed earnest, conscientious work for the advancement of onr Order, and
we believe that they, as well as those named above, are entitled to our unqualified
and hearty indorsement.
Respectfully submitted, in Frienship, Charity, and Loyalty,
Mabvin E. Hall,

I

F. MoCbillis,
E. Weldon Youno,
Chas. McColley,

H. 8. Fosteb.
is objection, the report of the com
mittee is adopted. The chair hears none, and the various recommendations of the
committee, except those upon which adverse action was taken, are adopted. The
committee still has some matters pending before it, and will hereafter submit a
further report. It now being nearly 1 o'olock, I think a motion for recess of an
hour would be in order.
Wm. G. Dunkebly, of New Jersey : Commander,
move we take a recess until
half-past 2 o'clock.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

Unless there

I
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E. W. Ebaokowizeb, of Wisconsin : Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : It is moved and seconded that we do now take
cess until half-past 2 o'clock.
Those in favor of the motion will signify so by
usual sign.

Those opposed.
2 o'clock.

It

re
the

seems to be, and is, oarried, and reoess is deolared

until half-past

THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commandery-in-Chief
The Adjutant General will call the roll.

2:30 o'olock p. m.
will please come to order.

The Adjutant Qeneral called the roll, and reported a quorum present. Past
Commander F. J. Walthers, of Wisconsin, answered present on this roll-call.
The Commandeb-in- Chief: Has the Committee on Officers' Reports any further
report to make? If not, is there any other committee prepared to report?
Commander Winfield Soott Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, the Com
mittee on Resolutions is ready to report.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will some brother make a motion that the resolu
tions reported by this committee be considered as adopted, unless objected to?
The ohair would suggest that that would hasten our proceedings somewhat.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I make the motion that
when a resolution is reported by the chairman of the Committee on Resolutions,
unless objection is made, it be considered as adopted.
Clayton H. Eoohebspebgeb, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the mo
tion.
The Commandeb in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the resolutions re
ported by the Committee on Resolutions be adopted, without vote, unless objection
is raised. Any remarks?
Those in favor of the motion will signify so by the usual
sign. Those opposed. It seems to be, and is, carried, and the chairman of the com
mittee will proceed, under that order.
BEOEPTION

OF

COMMUNICATIONS.

The Adjutant Genbbal:

Commander, before we take up the report of the Com
mittee on Resolutions,
have in my possession a communication from the Ladies'
Aid Society, handed me by one of the members, and with your permission and the
consent of the Encampment, I will read it.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is certainly no objeotion to the reading of an
invitation from the Ladies' Aid, and the Adjutant Qeneral will proceed.
The Adjutant General read the invitation, as follows:
Helena, Mont., August 11, 1892.
To the Officers and Members of the Grand Army and the Sons of Veterans :
Combades — You are cordially invited, and it is the earnest wish of the members
of the Ladies' Aid Society, that you honor, by your presence, the occasion of the
installation of the National Officers of the Society, to take place this (Thursday)
evening, August 11, 1892, at the Grand Army Hall in this city, at 8 oclock p.m.
Susie F. Pbiest, President.
Courteously yours,
N. E. Chuboh, Secretary.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I move the reception

I

and acceptance of the invitation.
E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana:

Commander,
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The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the invitation of the
Ladies' Aid Society be received and accepted.
Any discussion? Those in favor of
the motion will signify so by the usual sign.
Those opposed. The motion seems
to be. and is, carried.
Judge-Advocate Geneeal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, there is an en
tertainment here for this evening, and by the acceptance of this invitation is it un
derstood that we are to attend the installation ceremonies of the Ladies' Aid as a
body, or may we use our own judgment whether we go there or come to the enter
tainment in this hall?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The
assume that we may use our own judgment.
chairman of the Committee on Resolutions now has the floor.
The Adjutant General: Commander, if you will allow me, there are more of
these communications.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Adjutant General has other communications.
If there is no objection, we will hear them.
The Adjutant Genebal: I have received the following dispatch from the Sen
ior Vice-Commander of the Kansas Division:
Newton, Kas., August 10, 1892.
Bartow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief, Helena, Mont.:
Acoept greetings from Shiloh Camp No. 30, now in session, to the Eleventh An
nual Encampment.
William A. Kennedy, Senior Vice-Commander.
Also the following, from the Iowa Division:
Davenpobt, Iowa, August 10, 1S92.
Bartow S. Weeks, Commander S. of V. Encampment, Helena:
We regret our absence, and wish the Encampment every pleasure. May much
good result. Mail local papers.
Fraternally yours,
Lewis A. Dilley, Commander Iowa Division.

I

Also the following letter, from Past Commander Worden:
Lewistown, Mont., August 2, 1S92.
Gen. Bartow S. Weeks, Commander-in-Chief S. V., U. S. A., Helena:
Deab Genebal — It will be impossible for me to be in Helena daring the En
campment, and I am very much disappointed.
I congratulate you on your suc
cessful administration of the affairs of our Order during the past year.
May the
Encampment be a brilliant snccess.
Yours fraternally,
Edoab G. Wobden, fast Colonel Montana Division.

I

Past Commander C. T. Obnee, of Illinois: Commander,
move the communica
tions read by the Adjutant General be referred to the Adjutant General for future
action.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I suggest that
those communications ought to be placed on the record — made a part of the record.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I will add to my motion
"and that they be spread upon the minutes"
Judge -Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I second the
motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the communications
be received and spread upon the minutes.
Those in favor of the motion signify so
by the usual sign.
Those opposed. It seems to be, and is, carried. Brother Ob^rdorf, Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions, may now proceed with the report
from that committee.
EEPOBT OF COMMITTEE

ON BESOLUTION8.

Chairman Oberdorf proceeded to read the report of the committee, as follows:
To the Officers and Members of the Eleventh Annual Encampment of the Commandery(n- Chief:
We, your Committee on Resolutions, beg leave to submit the following:
1. To U. S. Grant Camp No. 1, S. V., Division of Montana;
to the Grand Army
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the Republic, the Woman's Relief Corps, the Ladies' Aid Sooiety; to the various
organizations of Helena assisting in the parade; to Governor Toole, of this State,
Mayor J. C. Cartin, and the citizens and press of Helena, this Commandery-in-Chief
owes nnfeigned acknowledgment for courtesy, attention, and hospitality, as unal
loyed as Montana's gold, as pare and free as her mountair air.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the resolution as reported
by the committee is adopted.
The chair hears none, and the resolution is adopted.
Chairman Oberdorf continued the reading of the report, as follows:
2. This committee is of the unanimous opinion that no longer should the work
of Fast Grand Division Commander Tobias be unrecognized, or appreciation be un
Therefore, the following is offered:
expressed.
Resolved, That the Golden Cross of the Order be conferred by this Encampment
Tobias, by virtue of his meritorious services while a Grand Division Commander.

upon

Raphael

The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objeotion, the resolution is adopted.
The chair hears none, and the resolution is adopted.
THE ADDINGTON

CASE.

Chairman Oberdorf continued the reading of the report, as follows:
3. Thoughtful consideration has been bestowed upon this resolution, adopted by
the New York Division Encampment, and presented by the New York delegation:
Resolved, That it is the sense of this Encampment
that Comrade
alt past honors.
Believing that a violation of one's sacred obligation

George Addington be restored to

to obey all orders coming
from competent authority, that the findings and sentenoe of an unprejudiced courtmartial, that the action of the Tenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery inChief, and the self-confessed deficiency of over $200 in his official accounting, should
not be totally ignored, and the honors of this Order sold for a mere restitution of
money collected by threat of prosecution on bonds, your committee, by a vote of
four to one, the Commander of the New York Division dissenting, refuse to recom
mend the adoption of a resolution favoring the restoration of past honors to Brother
Addington.
Reynold W. Wiloox, of New York: Commander, in order to make this a matter
of record, I call for a vote upon this resolution, and demand a call of the roll.
E. N. Bbidoes, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I seoond the demand for a call of
the roll.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion is, as the chair understands, to adopt
the recommendation of the committee, and that past honors be not granted.
Commander P. A. Babbows, of Nebraska: Commander, as a member of that com
mittee I would ask, if there are any brothers here who do not understand the situa
tion, if it would not be well for the ohairman of the delegation, in a short way, to
state the offense of Brother Addington, so that brothers will know what they are
voting upon.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will Commander Oberdorf, as chairman of the Com
mittee on Resolutions, make a short statement of the case?
Commander Winfield Soott Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I would
state that when this resolution was presented to the Committee on Resolutions by
the New York delegation, information was desired upon this subject, and the com
mittee summoned every member of this Encampment who was at all familiar with
any part of the record or any of the proceedings conneoted with the history of
Brother Addington.
They devoted several hours to taking testimony and going
over the whole ground, and the evidence produced before that oommittee is as con
tained in this resolution, and they unanimonsly, with the exception of myself,
reaohed the conclusion that is now here presented. If it is desired that the whole
case of Brother Addington be opened up, I will suggest that it may consume several
hours, as the details run over a number of years and a large number of transactions.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I think an
answer to one question, not in detail but simply as to the general fact, would be all
that this Encampment needs in order to vote upon this resolution; an answer to
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the question, why was Qeorge Addington deprived of his rank and honors; how did
George Addington lose his rank as Past Colonel of the New York Division?
Commander Winfield Soott Obeedobf, of New York: Commander, npon find
ings and sentence of a court-martial.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: What was the charger
Commander Winfield Soott Obebdobf, of New York: It was embezzlement.
Insubordination, I think, and embezzlement of Division fnnds.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundt, of Ohio: Commander, I should like to ask what
I should like to hear
the position of the New York delegation is on this subject.
what their arguments are in favor of the restoration to rank of Brother Addington.
It seems to me
This is rather a peouliar position, so far as they are oonoerned.
rather a peculiar position, so far as the New York delegation is concerned. I un
I take
derstand they are here sincerely carrying out the wishes of their Division.
it for granted that the men in the New York Division know what they are doing,
and have reasons for asking that these honors be restored.
Judoe-Advooate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I rise to a point
of order. The Commandery has asked the chairman to make a statement of this
case.

"

The Commandeb-in Chief:

I

understood the chairman to have finished his state

ment.

Commander Winfield Soott Obebdobf, of New York: I am through, Com
mander.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundt, of Ohio: Commander, all I care for is, that the
brothers of the New York Division should be satisfied. The New York delegation
is upon this floor, and, I take it for granted, sincerely carrying out the wishes of the
Division of New York. As I understand it, the Division of New York has passed
upon this question and has recommended as a body — the same Division that
elected these delegates — that his past rank should be restored to Brother George
Those men in the New York Division, those brothers who composed
Addington.
that Division Encampment, are more familiar, I take it, with the real faots in this
case than any brother in this Encampment, except the brothers from New York
who are present. Now, the New York delegation consistently ask that the roll may
be called upon this proposition, and, while I have not always polled with the New
York delegation, I, for one, feel that under these oircumstanoes, this having been
peculiarly a New York deal, the New York Encampment having indorsed Brother
Addington, and requested his reinstatement in the Order, so far as his past rank is
concerned, and the New York delegation being here Bincerely trying to carry out
the wishes of that New York Division Encampment, and the one member of the
Committee on Resolutions from New York bringing in a minority report,
say to
you brothers, that he certainly knows better and more in regard to the facts in this
case than the four from other Divisions of the Order who have brought in the
majority report upon this question. I would like to know, also, if Brother Adding
ton has been represented by counsel before this committee. This is largely a case
of appeal; this is a case where court-martial proceedings are involved. It now de
volves upon this Encampment to sit as a oourt, and determine whether or not the
recommendation of the Division of New York shall be carried out in this particular.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If Brother Bundy will allow the chair, there is no
appeal. The appeal came before this Commandery-in Chief last year and was dis
posed of, and this is not an appeal, exoept an appeal for clemency.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, the Payne matter was
disposed of, to my certain knowledge, on a large number of occasions; but it comes
I say, George Adding
up on appeal, just the same, at every National Encampment.

I
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ton stands upon the same plane as Brother Payne, in that regard. There is not the
Now, this Encampment, as a body, is not ready
slightest doubt about that position.
I, for one, am not ready to restore the past rank to
to act upon this proposition.
Brother AddiDgton — that is, as an individual — although I feel like carrying out the
wishes of his Division and his delegation, as I say, beoause I think they know more
about it than any of the rest of us. I believe, then, brothers of the Encampment,
the thing to do is to pass this matter this year.
Allow him, if he desires, to be rep
resented here upon the floor; but as he is not represented upon this floor, by counsel
or otherwise, now, I move you, sir, that the consideration of this recommendation
of the oommittee be indefinitely postponed.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Will the Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
assume
command?
Senior Vice-Commander Fuller assumed command.
Jodoe-Advocate Qenbbal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, want to say to
the Commandery-in-Chief
that I am thoroughly satisfied that no light has been
thrown upon this oase by the voluminous brother who haB just taken his seat.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bondy, of Ohio: Commander, as a question of privi
lege, may I just simply say that I am not here representing Brother Addington in
any capaoity, either as his attorney or otherwise. I did not attempt to throw any
light upon these oourt-martial proceedings, and Brother Shaw Van was laboring
uuder very serious misapprehension if he thought I was; he oertainly did not com
prehend the trend of my remarks.
Judoe-Advocate General R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, light was what
I was looking for, and I thought Brother Bundy was trying to give us light.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bond*, of Ohio: Brother Shaw Van, being the JudgeAdvocate General, of course had no means of procuring light upon a court-martial

I

case.

Commandeb-in-Chief Weeks: Commander, the Judge -Advocate General of the
Order, during the present administration, would oertainly not be supposed to ex
amine oases that were not presented to him. I do not presume that the Command
ery-in-Chief expects the Judge-Advocate General to go through all the oourt-martial
proceedings that have ever been had in this Order, so as to be familiar with them
■all. As the Addington case did not come before Judge-Advocate General Shaw Van,
in any sense, he was not called upon to examine it.
Now, as I understand it, the Commandery-in-Chief, or rather some members of
the Commandery-in-Chief,
are not satisfied with the investigation of this case that
has been made by their committee.
The purpose, as I have always understood, of
the appointment of a oommittee, is to save a long examination into matters be
fore the Commandery-in-Chief, unless there was somebody who had some reason to
object to the final result of the committee's labor. However, there are a number
of new men in this Encampment, and it may be more advantageous that they
should understand the position of the Addington oase, because this question of
postponing it indefinitely is placing a premium upon the very thing that Brother
Bundy desired to prevent in the oase of Brother Payne. Now let ub not do here
what so many brothers, in the exeroise of their sympathy, are inclined to do; be
cause sympathy, run riot, is just about as bad a thing as you can find.
Do n't let
us make the mistake of thinking that two wrongs make a right.
We are not here
to discuss whether Brother Payne's case was disposed of oorreotly, or not. It is dis
posed of, and that is the end of it. If we believe that a mistake was made in show
ing so mnch clemency to Brother Payne, don't let us use that mistake as a precedent
for action to-day.
Now, what is the condition of the Addington case? It is briefly this: Brother
—14
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George Addington, an unknown man, just entering the Camp system, was selected
as ComniHnder of the New York Division by virtue of the articles of consolida
tion, which provided that in New York the first Commander, under the consolida
tion, should o me from the Post system, and the neit Commander from the Camp
He assumed command.
At the close of his first year, claiming that the
system.
consolidation agreement had not been carried out, he stood for reelection, and was
elected.
An examination of the books of the New York Division, at the end of his
first year, disclosed the fact that they had not been properly kept. The books were
kept in pencil; the footings were either non existent, or were wrong. Entries were
not made, and there was no way of telling what Camps in the New York Division
were entitled to representation and what were not.
As the then Lieutenant Colonel of that Division and chairman of the Auditing
Committee, I worked all night long, going through all the records of the Division,
to find out what our financial condition was; and I charged and surcharged upon
those books until I supposed we knew how our Division stood. At that time there
was no means of knowing what moneys had been sent to the Commandery-in-Chief
except by the requisitions or by the receipts that might be on file. There was an
absence of receipts.
The Quartermaster said in a good many cases that the money
had been sent, and his word was taken for it.
It was not until after such examination
that I introduced, at the St. Joseph Encampment, the resolution that the Commaudery-in-Chief should in all cases send a certified copy of Division accouuts to
Divisions for the use of Division Encampments, so that Division Councils could
properly check Division books. Matters were then supposed to be straightened
out.
They went along until the following year, when an order was issued by George
Addington — a Division order — attacking the motives of the Commander-in-Chief.
Following upon t hat order, in fact, prior to t he issuance of that order, some of us in the
New York Division believed that matters were not straight financially at headquarters.
We had no way of ascertaining that fact. The chairman of the Division Council at
the time George Addington assumed command the second time was our present
As such chairman of Division Council the D vision Col
Adjutant General Tobias.
onel's bond was sent to him. He refused to approve the bond because, on examina
tion made through mercantile agencies he whs not satisfied as to the sufficiency of
the bondsmen. He returned that bond to the Division Colonel with a statement of
that fact. George Addington prepared a new bond and submitted it to i tie other
members of the Division Conncil, and never showed it to the chairman of the Di
vision Council, who had refused to approve his first bond. That act maile us more
suspicious of the condition of affairs in Division headquarters. Thai condition
of affairs was called to the attention of General Webb.
He was then in the East.
He issued a special order. I was then his Judge- Advocate General. He appointed
me Assistant Adjutant General, to serve for him while he was in the East. He issued
a speoial order detailing Colonel Perkins, of New Jersey, to inspect Division head
quarters, as an Assistant Inspector General, the inspection to be made in conjunc
tion with the Division Council. That order, signed with the veritable signature of
General Webb, known to Colonel Addington, with my autograph signature upon
it, also known to Colonel Addington, was presented to him, in the city of Albany, at
Division headquarters, and Colonel Addington refused to allow an inspection of the
books of his Division, his claim being, first, that there was no power in the Consti
tution for an inspection of Division headquarters, except at specified periods; and
second, that the order was a nullity, because it had not the seal of the CommHnderyin-Chief upon it.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bondy, of Ohio: Commander, I call the brother to
order. He has spoken five minutes and more.
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: The point of order is well taken.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio : Now, Commander, I move you that
Brother Weeks be given as much more time as he deems necessary in order to state
this case before this Encampment.
The Presiding) Offioeb : If there is no objeotion, Commander-in-Chief Weeks

The chair1 hears none.
Weeks : Brothers will pardon me if
Commander-in-Chief
bnt I want to take enongh time to explain this matter folly.
may proceed.

I take
I

will

too muoh time,
be as brief as

possible.

The Pbesidino Offioeb:

By unanimous consent, Commander-in-Chief

Weeks

may proceed.

Commandeb-in Chief Weeks : Upon the first examination, I made a memo
randum of certain Charter fees which were entered as having been paid to the
An examination of the books of the Commandery in Chief
Commandery-in-Cbief.
disclosed the fact that oertain Charter fees that were charged in Division books as
having been sent to national headquarters had never been forwarded. The memo
randum from the Division books, which was the only thing giving dates upon which
charges could be based, was taken by me in the hurry of an examination, and
in pencil.
The charges upon which George Addington was tried, among other
things included these various items' of Charter fees, but owing to the memorandum
taken under those circumstances being defective, the dates alleged in the specifica
tion not agreeing with the books of the Division as they were produced before the
court, the court for that reason did not sustain those charges.
I mention this because
it comes up later in another phase of this oase. The court, however, held that
Oeorge Addington had been gnilty of insubordination in refusing to obey the or
in
ders that had come to him, and had been guilty of violating his obligation
issuing the Division order reflecting npon General Webb ; and also held, that he
had been guilty of the misappropriation
of a oertain $50.15. Now let us see what
that $50.15 was. It was money alleged to have been sent to national headquarters
in payment for supplies, and the cents were entered in the books as paid for a
money order. That money was paid by Colonel Addington at the time of the courtmartial proceedings. While the court was in session in one room, he paid that
money over to the succeeding Quartermaster of the Division in an outer room, and
then went into the court to answer to the charge.
Now, the Commandery-in-Chief last year, following their exhibition of clemency
to General Payne, determined that, inasmuch as that money had been paid over, to
wit, the specific money that was charged in the court-martial proceedings under
which he was fonnd guilty, they would not sustain the findings of the court as to
that charge of embezzlement, but they would sustain the sentence of the court which
was that he be degraded from office and deprived of all past honors in the Order.
Now, prior to the last meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, a Division Encamp
ment was held in New York, and, if any brother wants to see the minutes of that
Encampment, they are here, printed. The Division Council had before them Brother
Addington and his Adjutant and Quartermaster. They presented to Brother Adding
ton the statement of Niles L. Harrison, a member of the Council-in Chief, who had
been detailed to examine and report upon the books of the New York Division, and
whose report showed an indebtedness of Addington to the New York Division of
something over $400. They went over every item, and they allowed him in many
oases, without any direct proof other than his personal explanation, claims that he
made; and, after exercising every possible charity, they found that he was still in
And right here I want to state that, of the $24 of
debted to the Division $217.
charter fees which formed a part of the basis of the first charges against him, and

1
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which the ooart, on aooount of the error in date, did not sustain, Addington himself,
before that Division Council, admitted that the money had not been sent to head
quarters.
Now, another instance: The New York Division, when Addington took hold of it,
was in bad shape.
Major Davis presented the New York Division with $30 worth
of badges. The entries upon the books of the New York Division showed a payment
to Major Davis for those badges.
He never got a cent of it, and those badges, ae
far as the record showed, went right into the general supply acoonnt of the New
York Division, and thereby the New York Division was "buncoed" at both ends.
Instead of being $30 short, it was $60 short. The only explanation that Addington
made of that claim was, that the badges, of coarse, were never paid for, and ttiBt
$30 entry was a mistake; that the badges had not been sold, bat had been pnt into
Camp packets.
Another item that the Division Council allowed — and this is simply to illustrate
the clemency that has already been shown to this man — was an item appearing upon
the books of the New York Division for $20 gent to the Commandery-in- Chief, and
below it, my reoollection is, 30 cents for a money order.
Now, what does that mean?
It means that that $20 was sent by money order, if an entry in a book of account
means anything; and yet, when the Commandery-in- Chief books showed that the
money had not been received, the Commander of the New York Division came be
fore the Division Counoil and said, "Well, I did not send it as a money order; I sent
it in a $20 bill in an unregistered letter." Now, maybe you all believe that he sent
it. At any rate, the Division Council allowed him that $20.
Another item of $50, that was claimed to have been sent to national headquar
ters, which never was reoeived at national headquarters, was explained in this way:
That the money was sent by a check of the Quartermaster's mother, and no stub of
a check book has ever been produced to substantiate that statement.
No check has
ever been produced to substantiate the statement that the money was sent, and no
reoord of the bank has ever been produced to show that any such $50 oheok was
ever drawn upon her account. They went through and allowed items of that kind
and finally reduced the indebtedness to $217, and, upon the floor of the Division
Encampment of New York, Qeorge Addington admitted his indebtedness to the New
York Division in the sum of $217. This was a year ago in June. He then prom
ised — and this was at a time when the New York Division was in debt; this was at a
time when some of the men in the New York Division held the indebtedness of the
Division for over a hundred dollars ; when we had not paid our delegates to Na
tional Enoampments for three years ; when we owed money to national headquar
ters for supplies ; when we had not paid our per capita tax — and he then promised
that before the 10th of August that money should be paid back to the New York
Division.
Payment on or before the 10th of August would have enabled the New
York Division to have straightened out some of its accounts at national headquar
ters, so that it would be entitled to representation.
Not one cent except $70 of that
money was paid; and Qeorge Addington oame before the last National Encampment
and presented his case, and they decided that they would sustain thesentenoe of the
oourt. The balance of $147 was not paid to the New York Division until May of
thiR year.

Now, some of those who are here know that George Addington is what might be
a magnetic man.
He is a man who has great force as a leader, and his sup
porters seem to follow him wherever he may lead; some of them, in fact, have ad
mitted this. The New York Division last year passed through a very successful
The question before the New York Division was whether the administration
year.
which had been successful, and the friends of that administration, should con
termed
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tinne another year in New York, or whether the man, or the friends of the man, who
acknowledged that the New York Division was out $217 by reason of his conduct,
and who took two years to pay it baok, should again get control of the Division's
finances. The preliminary skirmish in the New York Division was a very carefully
The Commander-in-Chief and the immediate staff of the Com
engineered one.
mander-in-Chief, of course, would not interfere in the politics of the New York Di
vision. I instructed my staff that it should have nothing to do with the politics of
my own Division
the New York Division; that so long as I was Commander-in-Chief
could run its own politics, and the Commander-in-Chief would keep his bands off,
I sat upon the platform with the Com
and all his staff would do the same thing.
The report against this resolution was presented early in
mander of the Division.
the Encampment.
Some of the men upon the floor, in the judgment of the Commander-in Chief, did not realize what they were doing, but they rushed that through
early in the Encampment, before the people who were interested in the candidates
upon the floor were prepared to stand the test of a vote, and no one dared to take
the floor.

Now, I am talking business to yon. You know how it is; you have all been in
Division Encampments; you know how many will keep still on subjects where
This resolution, now presented here,
they think it is going to affect their future.
was introduced to dissent from the report of the committee and to present this rec
ommendation to the National Enoampment; and as it was represented or stated
that they instructed all the representatives from New York to vote for that resolu
tion, I asked the privilege of the floor, and stated to them that I did not suppose
that the New York Division could bind the Commander-in-Chief in his vote; that I
did not propose there should be any question about it; that if it became neoessary,
or if the New York Division desired to attempt, even by resolution, to bind the
Commander-in-Chief in his vote, the ohanoes were the New York Division would not
for if I waB present in the National Encampment
have a Fast Commander-in-Chief,
it would be in some other capacity. The question was called for, but there was no
roll-call. There was a tremendous howl for the resolution; praotically no one voted
against it.
But, pending the discussion of that question, and before the resolution was
adopted, in my remarks I took this position (and I say it without fear of denial
by delegates who are here from the New York Division, that it was upon such an
understanding that this resolution went through): I stated there that I made no
charge against any individual of having taken that money; that I was not in a po
sition to know which one of three men took the money; that the way our Division

headquarters are managed, money can be appropriated by the Adjutant, the Quar
termaster, or the Commander, and that one of those three men took the money;
the only man who could tell definitely which one took it was the Commander him
self; and I stated then that if Brother Addington would prefer and prove charges
that either his Adjutant or his Quartermaster took the money that the New York
Division was deprived of, and that he did not take any of it, no one would be more
willing to concede that fact than myself. He then took the floor and asked me if I
would present General Webb and Quartermaster General Hazelton, in the city of
I said I did not want any indict
Albany, so that he could procure an indictment.
ment; that we did not want to go into the criminal courts with these matters, but
for him to prefer court-martial charges under the new rules, and their depositions
There sat upon
oould be taken in the State of Kansas, and used before any court.
the floor of that Encampment his Adjutant, and he has repeatedly said that his
Adjutant never took any of the money. In December previous to that, the oppos
ing candidates for an office in the Camp of which George Addington was a mem
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ber were his former Adjutant and Quartermaster, and George Addington supported
his Quartermaster for a Camp office.
Now, brothers, money was taken out of the funds of the New York Division.
It must have been taken by one of three men; and X say that when you find a man
suffering as George Addington must have suffered if he is innocent, under the
charges, and under the dishonor, and, under the sentence of that court, depriving
him of his past rauk, sitting quietly by for over two years, and paying out of his
owu pocket the money that is short, without preferring charges in any form
against either of his subordinate officers, and when you tiud him supporting one of
those subordinate officers for an office in his Camp after that condition of affairs
is found to exist, I say to you that the conclusion is irresistible, and you can draw

it yourselves.

Then, after the resolution was passed, I met Addington out in the street and I
said to him: "Now, George, don't make nny mistake about what I mean here; when
I say, 'prefer ciiarges against one of your subordinates,' I mean, to prefer charges
It will not clear your skirts to prefer
that oover every cent of this defalcation.
and
leave
charges upon $50,
$150 unexplained; your charges against your subordi
That is the
nates must be as broad as the defalcation in the New York Division.
way, and the only way, in which you can ever clear yourself from this suspicion,
and prove that it is unjust;" and he then told me that he would do it. No charges
have ever been preferred.

Now, gentlemen, are you satisfied to leave this thing over for another year, and
it now?
E. H. B'iokwai.teb, of Indiana: Commander and brothers, I think I can give
you a key to the situation, as I see it. Yesterday considerable of our time was con
sumed by the brothers explaining their reasons for the falling-off of the Sons of
Veterans in the different States of the United States. I believe that there is not a
brother within the sound of my voice but can cite a fact in his own Division of a
defalcation of this kind having oocurred; and in many places Camps have been
I think that
broken up entirely by reason of such conduct on the part of officers.
the proper thing to do under the circumstances is to give this comrade to under
stand, and let every delegate carry to their respective Camps the information, that
it is our intention in the future to prosecute all such cases in the way they deserve.
QtiAUTKiiMAKTF.a Genkbal Cr.ABKSON: Commander, if it is desired, I can give the
Commandeiy an itemized statement of the stealings in the New York Division
under the two administrations of George Addington.
He had two Quartermasters,
and the stealings began almost as soon as he assumed the office. It is a very straDge
state of affaire that two Quartermasters would steal, and the Commander of the
Division know nothing at all about it. I can give you in detail the report of the
Assistant In-ptctor.
Commandlii-in-Chikf
Wkeks: Commander, I hope the Quartermaster General
will nut take up our time, unless the Commandery in-Chief wants the figures.
Past, Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I would ask if there is
any brother here on the delegation from New York who can give us Brother Addiugton's side of the question. The other side has been eloquently told us by the
present Commmider-in Chief. It does seem to me strange that a delegation com
ing here as the New York delegation does, instructed to ask for clemency in regard
to Brother Addington, should universally take sides against him. I would like to
know if there
any delegate here who is instructed to give his side of the case?
Commuid-r vV. S Obkbdokk, of New York: Commander-in-Chief, I think the
delegation from New York State labors under the disadvantage of not knowing the
facts in regard to this transaction.
I think thoy took place before I was actively
have it brought up again, or shall we decide

PROCEEDINGS.

215

with the Division.
Such facts have never been furnished to this delega
We have come here and have
tion, in behalf of Brother Addington, in any way.
used Bach information
as we could get, in accordance with our knowledge of the
We certainly cannot say that Brother Addington is innocent, if we have
subject.
to
show that he is innocent, and Brother Addington
has absolutely fur
nothing
nished us no information on that, subject.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Then, Commander, we should pay
some respect to the Division of New York, in its request, as well as to the state
ments of delegates upon the floor of this Encampment, and w.thout information
I would now move that it be indefi
we should certainly take no action in this case.
nitely postponed, uutil Brother George, Addington can have counsel on the lloor of
this Encampment.
Commander W. S. Obeudobf, of New York : Commander, I can state for the in
formation of the brothers that the New York delegation is in possession of these
facts: A report of the Division Council before the New York State Encampment
is here, and can be read. It is official, and indorsed by the New York Division.
The New York delegation is also in possession of the court martial proceedings.
The New York delegation is also in possession of the proceedings of the last En
campment. There is also in our possession the confession of Brother Addiug'on.
This, with the oral testimony of those who are familiar with the transaction, is all
that the New York delegation has in its possession.
Those records are official, nnd
it is largely upon those, I may say totally upon those, that the committee h is mHde
its recommendation adverse to the re-olution offered by the Division of New York.
Although it is contrary to my wish, i he recommendation of the Committee on Res
olutions is based almost entirely upon the official records, and nothing else.
Quabtkbmasteb Genebal Clarkkon : I will read from the proceedings of the
New York Encampment, as follows :
"A year ago last summer —

(connected
"»

;

of

Past Commander Wm. E. Bdndy, of Ohio: You are not reading the proceedings
the last Encampment.
Quabtebmasteb Genebal. Clabkson :

". '. . At the conclusion of the reading of the Division Council's report, rel
ative to the deficiency of Brother Addington, Brother George Addington took the
floor and made a personal statement to the Encampment, in which he admitted in
debtedness in the sum of §'217.39, and stated to the Encampment
that i he same
would be paid at once, if required, as his bondsmen were perfectly good for the
amount ; but if agreeable to the Division, he would like a little time, and the amount
would certainly be paid by August 10."
There Brother Addington admits, in June, 1891, that he owed SjL'17. He was
suspended from office in January, 1890, so that for nearly 18 months that, man
fought as hard as he could to avoid paying it, and then he had to get up before his
brothers in the New York Division and confess that he personally owed t hat amount.
That is the state of affairs.
The Pbesidino Offices: As the chair understands, the question is now on the
motion to concur in the recommendation of the committee.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bdndy, of Ohio: Commander, I seconded the motion
to indefinitely postpone.
The Pbesidino Offices: The motion then before the Encampment is, to indefi
nitely postpone the consideration of this resolution reported by the committee.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe. of Massachusetts: Commander, I would like to
know what the report of the oommitiee is on this thing.
The Pbesidino Offioee: The committee will read again that section of their
report.
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Chairman Obeidorf read the report, as follows:
3.

Thoughtful consideration has been bestowed npon this resolution adopted by
York Division Enoampment, and presented by the New York delegation:

the New

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Encampment that Comrade George Addington be restored to
all past honors.

Believing that a violation of one's sacred obligation to obey all orders coming
from competent authority; that the findings and sentence of an unprejudiced courtmartial; that the aotion of the Tenth Annual Enoampment of the Commandery-inChief; and that the self-confessed deficiency of over $200 in his official accounting
should not be totally ignored, and the honors of this Order sold for a mere restitu
tion of money collected by threat of prosecution on bonds, your committee, by a
vote of four to one, the Commander of the New York Division dissenting, refuse to
recommend an adoption of a resolution favoring the restoration of past honors
to Brother Addington.

The Pbesidino Offices: The question is on indefinitely postponing the consid
eration of this section of the report of the Committee on Resolutions.
AU those in
favor of the motion will signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order. The Ad
jutant General will count. Contrary, the same sign.
The Adjutant General reported nine in the affirmative; noes not counted.
The Pbesidino Offioeb: The motion is lost.
Commandeb-in-Chief Weeks: Commander, I ask to have the whole vote recorded.
The Pbesidino Offioeb: Those brothers voting against the motion to indefi
nitely postpone will please raise their hands again, and the Adjutant General will
count.
The Adjutant General reported 56 voting in the negative.
The Pbesidino Offioeb: The motion to indefinitely postpone is lost by a vote
of 9 to fi6.
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I now move that the report of the Commit
tee on Resolutions, in reference to the resolution presented by the Division of New
York, restoring past honors to Comrade George Addington, be concurred in by this
Encampment.

Judoe-Advooate General R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I second that
motion.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, that motion is already
That is the motion that'I moved to indefinitely postpone.
before the house.
The Pbesidino Offioeb: Then the chair will put the question. It is moved and
seconded that the report of the Committee on Resolutions, in relation to the reso
lution presented by the Division of New York, restoring past honors to Comrade
All those in favor of
George Addington, be concurred in by this Encampment.
this motion will signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Reynold W. Wilcox, of New York: Commander, I beg pardon, but I think I de
manded a call of the roll on this question when the report was first read.
Adjutant General Tobias: I would ask the brother not to take up the time to
do that. A rising vote will do just as well.
Reynold W. Wiloox, of New York: Commander, I will withdraw the demand for
roll-call.
The Pbesidino Officeb: Those in favor of the motion will signify so by the
usual sign. The Adjutant General will count. Those opposed, the same sign.
The Adjutant General reported 69 voting in the affirmative, and 5 in the nega
tive.

Tiik Presiding Offices:

tee is concurred in.

Reynold

The motion is carried, and the report of the commit

W. Wilcox, of New York: Commander, I desire the vote of the repre
sentatives of the New York Division to be recorded upon the minutes.

PROCEEDINGS.
Past Commander
that.

William E.

The Presiding Officer

:

Bundy, of Ohio:

217
Oh, there

is no question about

The ohairman of the Committee on Resolutions will

prooeed.

Chairman Oberdorf continued the reading of the report, as follows:
4. Four hundred years ago this continent met the eye of the eastern
world.
That event, pregnant with possibilities and development then beyond the ken of
human thought, has proved of such significance to this country, that in accord
ance with the proclamation of President Harrison, it is recommended that Oc
tober 21st of this year be promulgated by the newly-eleoted. Commander-in-Chief
as a day for general observance, by the Sons of Veterans, of the 400th anniversary
of the discovery of America.

The Commander-in-Chief (resuming command): Unless there is objection, the
resolution will be adopted. The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Chairman Oberdorf continued the reading of the report, as follow?:
5. Resolved, That the rank of Past Camp Commander be granted to all Past
Commanders of Robert T. Lincoln Post No. 7 (now Robert T. Lincoln Camp No. 7 ),
of New York Division, who are at present of good standing in our Order, and that
the past honors to which he was entitled in the Post System be conferred upon
Bro. J. C. Sawyer, of Camp 78, of New York Division.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:

Unless there is objection, the resolution reported by
Is there objection?
Inspector General Henby Fbazee, of Ohio: Commander, I do not understand
that.
I do not propose to confer any past honors upon men I do not know any
thing about, simply on the recommendation of the Committee on Resolutions. What
is the reason for it?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Will the committee explain?
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I will state, so far as
my knowledge goes upon the subject, that Robert T. Lincoln Post has not had the
benefit of past honors, but upon a promise that such honors would be secured to
the committee will be adopted.

them, if possible, they came into the Division of New York under the Camp system —
the Post oame into the Camp system, came over as a body, and it is one of the best
Such honors have been conferred upon Posts
Camps in the Division of New York.
that have come in as Camps in the Division of New York, and this is nothing un
usual-

Past Commander H. B. Baouley, of West Virginia: Commander, I would like
to inquire at what date this Post came into the Camp system?
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Last April.
Past Commander H. B. Baouley, of West Virginia: Commander, was there not
an order issued in connection with this consolidation matter, and a copy of that or
der distributed to all the Posts in New York, stating that the Posts that came in be
fore a certain day would be entitled to all these past honors, and all Posts that did
not take advantage of this proposition would not be entitled to them?
The Commander- in- Chief: Yes, there was such an order.
Past Commander H. B. Baouley, of West Virginia: And, Commander, did not
that date expire on the 1st day of January of that year.
The Commandeh-in Chief: No; on the first day of January last year.
Chaplain- in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, as chairuinu
of the committee having charge of the consolidation referred to by General Baguley, and as Chief Mustering Officer at that time, I know that Robert T. Lincoln Post
refused to come in. It was the one Post that we desired, because they had nearly
100 members, and it was rumored about that it had a large amount of money in its
treasury. They were in good shape, in good condition financially, and their staying
out was the cause of a good deal of trouble to the Chief Mustering Officer. The

218

ELEVENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

last Camp to come into our Order, under the terms of the consolidation, came in a
year ago last May, about iive months after the date; but we were negotiating with
them, and I wrote to General Webb and informed him of the ciroumstances, and he
said it would be safe for me to promise that in case they came in by the iHt day of
June, which would give the committee a chance to make up its report, and the
Chief Mustering Officer a chance to make up his report, the committee might rec
ommend, and the Commander-in-Chief would recommend, that past honors be given
to these people, although they had not come in until after the 1st day of January re
ferred to in the order. The order effecting consolidation was issued in October,
It was dated October 17th. The committee was not appointed nntil about
1890.
the 2d or 3d or 4th or iith of October, of that year.
You can see that left very little
time to get, in communication with some 30 or 40 Posts in the State of New York
and in the State of New Jersey, and the consequence was that it was not until about
the 15th or 20th of September that we began to muster.
I think the first Post was
mustered in on the 3d or 4t h of December.
We could not begin to get things in
shape, and as a result of that we instantly opeued up negotiations with the other
Posts, and in that way had them on the string and carried them along after the 1st
of January.
That is, in reference to Lincoln Post.
Now, there is another recommendation in the report of the committee, that past
honors be conferred upon Bro. J. C. Sawyer.
You want to go slow on this. If you
comer past honors on J. C. Sawyer you make him a Past Commander-in-Chief
of
this Order, because J. C. Sawyer was a Past Commander of the Post system, and he
came in within the time — he came in before the 1st day of January, 1891, as a mem
ber of a Post at Peekskill.
I was there that night with the mustering committee.
You remember last year we had a lit tie set-to about this. They were not given their
old number, and they would not tHke the number the Chief Mustering Officer gave
them.
This resolution will make Brother Sawyer a Past Commander-in-Chief of
our Order if it is adopted.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I desire to move
that the report of the committee be not concurred in.
The Commandkb in-Chief: I think there is a motion that it be concurred in;
was there not ?

Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: I think not, Commander.
Chaplain-in Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: I second the motion, Com
mander.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the report of the com
mittee be not concurred in. Any remarks?
Commander W. S. Obebdoiif, of New York: Commander, I was going to ask
that Brother Clarkson be heard upon this subject, as he is familiar with every de
tail of it,
Quabtebmahteb Geneeal J. V. B. Clabkson, of New York: Commander in -Chief
and brothers, I think that we had better separate the two recommendations; divide
the report of the committee in two parts, and act upon the report as regards Lin
coln Camp first, and upon that portion of the report that refers to J. C. Sawyer
afterwards.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Do I understand the Quartermaster General to de
mand such a division?
Quabtfbmasteb Genebal J. V. B. Clabkson, of New York: Yes, Commander, I
call for a division of the report.
The Commandeb-in Chief: A division being demanded, the two sections of the
report will be taken separately. The chairman of the committee will read the first
section.
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Chairman Oberdorf read the first section, as follows:
Resolved, That the rank of Past Commander be granted to all Past Command
ers of Robert T. Lincoln Post No. 7 (now Robert' T. Lincoln Camp No. 7 ), of New
York Division, who are at present of good standing in oar Order.
5.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

Now, the motion is not to concur in that resolution.
Quabtebmasteb Genebal J. V. B. Clabkson, of New York: Commander, now as
regards Lincoln Camp. It is one of the largest Camps in the Division; it was a
large Post, and the majority of the members of that Post were willing to come in
nnder the consolidation agreement before the time of the expiration of grace. Those
officers, the prominent members of that Post, desired to hold their organization to
gether, and they delayed and delayed, gradually bringing in those members who were
at first not willing, until the Post went in as a body; and it does seem to me, that in
view of the action of the prominent members of that Post, when it was a Post, that
we could very easily and very gracefully accord to the members and past oflicers of
that Post their past honors. They were working with us gradually, but actively and
effectively. They wanted to ls^ep their organization together as a body; they did
not want a bare majority to go in, and I, as a member of that consolidation com
mittee, told them that in my judgment it was the best way they could do; that it
would do more for our Order if they came in large, strong, and powerful. There
was a large amount of money in the treasury; they have got 80 or 90 members now,
and the resolution affects only three or four men, only Past Camp Commanders;
and it seems to me that we could very easily grant this request without doing any
harm to the Order at large. The New York Division passed the resolution unani
mously, and it is the only Division affected by it.
The Adjutant Genebal: Commander, I would ask if the committee has knowl
We don't
edge as to how many past officers they would create by this resolution.
want to have two or three Commanders-in-Chief crop up hereafter.
Quabtebmasteb Genebal J. V. B. Clabkson, of New York: Commander, there
are past officers, but only three or four Past Commanders in that Camp.
Adjutant Genebal Tobias: I would suggest that the resolution be made to
•cover only Camp Commanders.
Commander W. 8. Obebdobf, of New York: The resolution is drawn that way;
it only covers Past Commanders.
Jacob Wihkl, of New York: Commander, there are only two Past Commanders
of that Post.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I would like to ask
Brother Clarkson a question. The question I desire to ask is, How many more
Camps, which were formerly Posts, there are in the New York Division at this time,
and how many Posts are still in existence there which might have the same claim as
this Camp?
Quabtebmasteb Genebal J. V. B. Clabkson, of New York: Commander, there is
but one Post left in New Y'ork, and that Post has absolutely no claim for any favors
from the Order of the Sons of Veterans, because the Post as constituted at the pres
ent time is unanimously opposed to what they call the Camp system; but in this
case the majority of the members of the Post were all the time in favor of consoli
dation.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, are there any more
Camps in the New York Division at the present time which have not had past rank
restored to their officers?
The Commandbb-in-Chief: Are there any Camps which came over from the Post
system whose past officers have not yet had their past ranks restored?
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Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: All the other Posts which came over
had past honors granted to their Past Commanders.

Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, then so far as I am
concerned, with the consent of my second, I withdraw my motion, so far as it applies
to the first part of the resolution of the committee now under consideration.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Then your motion is now to adopt that subdivision
of the report ?
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I will so make it:
yes, sir.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the first subdivision
of that resolution, granting to Past Post Commanders of Robert T. Lincoln Post
the rank of Past Commanders, be adopted.
Is there any further discussion?
W. H. Reed, of Iowa: Commander, it seems to me that the practice of the En
We lay down the
campment is not consistent, nor calculated to command respect.
law, and say what we will do if a person does so-and-so, and what we will not do un
less they do so-and-so; and then they do as they please, and afterwards come to
the Encampment and we make it all right.
Now, it seems at St. Joseph the Com
mander-in-Chief was given power to prescribe a certain time for these Posts to come
in in order to receive past honors; and it seems that this Post absolutely refused to
come in in that time, or that certain members in power, who were undoubtedly the
Captains or Past Captains, or past officers, who generally have a good deal of influ
ence in Camp or Post, prevented them from coming into the Camp system.
They
did not come in until grace expired; and here we are setting a precedent of letting
them come in now and receive all the past ranks, even after the Commander in-Chief
issued General Orders stating that they would have to come in in a certain time if
It does not seem to me to be right.
they wanted to preserve them.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is there any further discussion? If not. the chair
will put the question. All those in favor of adopting the first section of the reso
lution reported by the committee will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed.
It seems to be, and is, carried. The question, now, is upon the second portion of
that resolution. I understand that Brother Loebenstein moves that that part of the.
resolution reported by the committee be not concurred in.
J. D. Huston, of Ohio: Commander. I would like to hear the second section read
again.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The chairman of the committee will read the second
section of the resolution.
Chairman Oberdorf read the second section of the resolution, as follows:
Resolved. That the past honors to which he was entitled in the Post system
conferred upon Brother J. C. Sawyer, of Camp 78, of New York Division.

be

PastCommander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, brothers who were present
of the Post and Camp systems, the initiatory steps
for which were taken at Paterson. N. J., will remember the circumstances ac
companying that movement. Brothers will remember that when Brother Marks.
Past Commander-in-Chief, took the floor and plead so eloquently for a consolida
tion of the two systems, he reserved from those to be taken into the Camp system
a certain number who had been actively opposed to the Camp system, and had used
fair and foul means for the purpose of keeping the Post system and the Camp sys
If I am not very much mistaken — and I think my memory serves me
tem apart.
right — this brother, whom it is now proposed to make a Past Commander-in-Chief
of our Order, was one of the three or four names mentioned by J3rother Marks as
being exceedingly objectionable to the Camp system.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I think, perhaps, the
at the time of the consolidation

PROCEEDINGS.

221

As I understand, the committee reports
in favor of restoring his past rank. My motion is to not concnr in the report
of the committee; in other words, that J. C. Sawyer shall not be restored to his past
rank.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: That is what I had reference to. This
circumstance came before us so prominently at Paterson, that I thought it was due
to the members of this Encampment that
mention it, as there are not over a
half-dozen present who know all the circumstances and surroundings of this case.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is there any further discussion? If not, all those in
favor of the motion to not concur in the report of the committee will signify so
by the usual sign. Those opposed — that is, those in favor of concurring in the re
port of the committee — the same sign. It seems to be, and is, carried, and the re
port of the committee, in this respect, is not concurred in.
Chairman Oberdorf continued the reading of the report, as follows:
Division, for permission to
6. Resolved, That the request of the Pennsylvania
award the golden cross of the Order to Past Grand Division and Past Division
Commander R. M. J. Reed, be granted.
,
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the resolution reported by
the committee will be concurred in.
The chair hears none, and the resolution is
the brother is under a misapprehension.

I

adopted.
Chairman Oberdorf continued the reading of the report, as follows:
7. Resolved, That, in compliance with the unanimous request of Allen Camp No. 6,
of Pennsylvania Division, and the unanimous wish of the last Pennsylvania Divi
sion Encampment, Joseph B. Hackett, who was dishonorably discharged from the
Order on October 24, 1884, be granted permission to apply again to Allen Camp for
membership, and that Baid Camp be empowered to act favorably upon his applica
tion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the resolution will be adopted
as reported by the committee.
The chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Chairman Oberdorf continued the reading of the report, as follows:
8. Seldom, if ever, has a pleasure of such difficulty been given a Committee on
Resolutions, as to construct adequate language of appreciation for the work of the
What bright intellects, flanked by years of strict business
closing administration.
habits, study and experience, could conceive; what close application, constructive
genius and unremitting attention could accomplish; what tact, love and loyalty
could develop and maintain, have been poured into the arteries of our organization
without hesitation and without reservation. When the gavel has fallen for the last
time in this Encampment, there will have passed into our history pages of lustrous
brightness — pages which no Commander-in-Chief save a Bartow S. Weeks, no Adju
tant General and Quartermaster General except a Raphael Tobias and a John V. B
Clarkson, could have planned, framed, and adorned. To their achievements, and
the work of other Commandery-in-Chief
officers, our Order can for many a year
look for imitation.
Chairman Obebdobf: This closes the report of the Committee on ResolutionsIt is respectfully submitted in F. C. and L., and signed: W. S. Oberdorf, chairman;
E. W. Raymond, secretary; Elbert D. Weed, W. G. Dunkerley, and P. A. Barrows.
Councilman-in-Chief Isaac Cutteb, of Illinois: Commander, I move the adop
tion of the resolution by a rising vote of this Encampment.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I second the
motion.
The Seniob Vice Commandeb-in-Chief put the question, as follows: It is moved
and seconded that the resolution reported by the committee be adopted by a rising
vote of the Encampment.
All those in favor of the motion will rise to their feet.
Those opposed will now rise. The motion is carried unanimously.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Have the Committee on Constitution, Rules and
Regulations any further report ?
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MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE TO LELAND

J.

WEBB.

Past Commander Marvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, before taking up
the Report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, the special
committee appointed to prepare and send a message of condolence to Past Com
mander-in-Chief Leland J. Webb would report having sent the following telegram :

Helena, Mont., August 8, 1892.
Webb. Topeka, Kas.:
On behalf of the Eleventh National Encampment, we deplore your illness and
absence, and hope for speedy recovery and your presence in many future Encamp
ments.
Mabvin E. Hall,
Fraternally,
John W. Newton,
Ha KEY S. FULLEB.
Gen. Leland

J.

The Commander-in-Chief:

The report will be received,

and the telegram spread

on the minutes.

supplemental

repobt, committee on constitution, bulks and begulations.

Past Commander J. B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, the Committee
on Constitution. Rules and Regulations have waded through a vast amount of ma
terial, so much that many of us are light headed; and we ask unanimous consent
that all such matters as are not presented here may be entered upon our records as
We do this because there are something like 140 proposals
reported upon adversely.
to amend the Constitution before us, many of which, while not in the precise lan
The oommittee has not overlooked
guage, are precisely the same in substance.
it, but where they regard it inexpe
of
the
that
have
been
sent
to
any
propositions
dient to report favorably, they ask that their report may be considered as adverse,
and they ask the more prominent gentlemen representing the several Divisions to
agree to this form of report, on the ground that it is for the good of the Order.
The committee report in favor of amending article V, section 1, Eligibility to
Membership, by inserting the word " legitimate," before the word " male," in the first
line, so that the section will read:
Section 1. All legitimate male descendants, not less than 18 years of age, of de
ceased or honorably discharged soldiers, sailors, or marines, who served in the Union
army or navy during the civil war of 1861 T>f>,shall be eligible to membership:
Provided, That no person shall be eligible who has ever been convicted of any in
famous crime, or who has. or whoso father has, ever borne arms against the Govern
ment of the United States of America.
The committee unanimously recommend to insert the word "legitimate."
What is the pleasure of the Commandery-in-Cbief.
with reference to the recommendation of the Committee on Constitution, Rules, and

The Commander-in-Chief:

Regulations?

Emil Pobstel, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move the report of the com
mittee be adopted.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I second the motion.
Past Commander C. T. Ouner, of Illinois: Commander, the fact that we insert
the word "legitimate" in the first line of the section, shows there is a question in
regard to it. Might we not as well amend this by putting an exception at the end,
that nothing in this section shall refer to illegitimate children, instead of putting it
in right at the head of our eligibility clause?
James M. Kennedy, of Colorado: Commander, why not put it in as a second seotion? I move that we add another section to article V of the Constitution, Rules
and Regulations — that is, I move to amend the report, so as to add another section
to article V of the Constitution. Rules and Regulations, as follows:
Sec. 2.

That the above eligibility clause shall not refer to illegitimate children.
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E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I trust the Commandery-in-Chief will not accept the
amendment in that form. The language, I do not think, is suitable for the Con
stitution.
If the amendment is put in proper form, couched in proper language,
it could be added as a second section to that article. I understand that to be the
motion. The form can be fixed later.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, the committee
are not at all strenuous in this matter. The discussion yesterday opened their eyes
and led them to believe that something should be done.
Several gentlemen on this
floor were very anxious to introduce an amendment, having precisely this effect.
Now, as I understand from my Brother Orner, or infer from his amendment, he
thinks the amendment reported by the committee would not exclude illegitimate
children.
The Commandeb in-Chief: As I understand Brother Orner's objection, it is that
he does not want the word ''legitimate" brought into so much prominence.
In
other words, members of the Encampment are a little bit delicate about putting
themselves on record as to what they did yesterday.
Past Commander C. T. Obnbb, of Illinois: No, sir, Commander, it is not that.
We are very glad and proud of what we did yesterday.
The Commandeb-in -Chief: I do not mean in Brother Orner's case particularly.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I am proud of the posi
tion I took yesterday, but I do think, if there is any fault arising from the peculiar
wording of the eligibility clause, we should correct it, so that in. the future there
might not come this trouble before us. The reason I think it would be better to
have a second section is, so that this point would not appear to be raised on the very
face of the eligibility clause.
I want it made explicit, that such descendants must
be legitimate.
Past Commander 3. B. Maooabb, of Massachusetts: Commander, the only differ
ence between the committee and Brother Orner is, that we go at it like newspaper
men, and employ newspaper English, and get there in as short and direct and ex
plicit a way as possible. Now, if Brother Orner simply desires to cover this thing
up, it is fair to assume that any young man, a member of a law school at the pres
ent time, who reads the Constitution, is going to read a second section as well as
the first; and, moreover, every man who contemplates joining the Order is going to
read the second section precisely as he will the first, and with just as much study.
Therefore, it seems to me that if we want to insert the word ' legitimate," it may as
wish, from the bottom of my heart, there could be
well be in one place as another.
some ruling made that would obviate the necessity for the insertion of that obnox
ious word.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That was the purpose of the recommendation of the
Commander-in-Chief, to get a ruling, so that we need not raise any question of that
sort.
I confess that a good many men in this Encampment will be almost ashamed
to go back and look in the face of a member of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, it is the differ
ence between tweedle-dee and tweedle-dum.
If in the estimation of this Encamp
ment a ruling can be had upon this article of the Constitution which will settle this
question so that an amendment will not be necessary, then I say God speed, and let
us not put in the obnoxious word; but I am simply acting in furtherance of and
carrying out the wishes and desire of a majority of the members of this Encamp
ment — that some legislation to this effect should be enacted by this Encampment.
The Commandeb- in-Chief: Will the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief take com

I
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I

confess

that

I

was considerably surprised at the action taken yesterday,

am very hopeful that we

will not

need to publish, our misfortune

and

I

to the world by

an amendment to this section of the Constitution.

My recommendation was based
solely and entirely upon principle, believing that it was the intent of the framers of
our Constitution to limit our membership to legitimate sons, and that it was a
That, of course, brought me face to faoe with the situa
proper legal construction.
If I am correct, that he never was entitled
tion: what shall I do with Judd Malvin.
to membership, there is but one natural conclusion: his name must be dropped
from the roll. Now I, of course, would regret such action, because I understand he
has proven himself a man and a worthy brother, and
am even so anxious to ac
complish the concealment of our action of yesterday that I would almost — think
I would, favor the reversal of General Webb's decision, and the approval of my rec
ommendation in that regard, with a rider that such reversal of General Webb's de
cision shall not affect the membership of anyone who entered the Order prior to the
adoption of our resolution here. It is all wrong. I want to be on record that it is
all wrong. It is not the right way to handle it; but the question is, whether we had
not better cover ourselves up in that way. If anybody who voted in the affirmative
yesterday will move a reconsideration of our action, that result can be reached.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, if Brother Maccabe
will withdraw his motion in regard to the report of the committee amending this
section of the Constitution, I will make a motion to reconsider the action taken by
the Encampment yesterday.
I voted in the affirmative.
Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I will withdraw
my report, but only for a ruling.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundt, of Ohio: Commander, I desire to make an ob
jection, because I appreciate that there are brothers here who are ready to make a
motion in accordance with your suggestion. I can never agree to butcher up a de
cision in the manner that you have suggested, not under any circumstances.
The Commandeb-in-Chief (resuming command): I understand the motion be
fore the house to be the adoption of the report of the committee, and I understand
that the mover of that resolution, Brother Porstel, and the seconder of that resolu
tion, Brother Loebenstein, desire to withdraw it; and no vote having been had, they
have the privilege of withdrawing the motion.
The question is now upon the re
port of the committee. Now the committee ask leave to withdraw their report for
the present.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bcndy, of Ohio: Commander, I do not intend to be at
all fractious about this matter, except I am anxious it should be done in a way that
will be considered right and proper, so as to cast no reflection upon anybody, and
so as to work for him no wrong.
I therefore, as a preliminary measure, appeal
from the decision of the chair that the mover and seconder of a motion have the
right to withdraw it.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
There is a special rule of order upon that subject.
Past Commander Wm. E. Btjndy, of Ohio: Commanfler, I withdraw the appeal.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I would ask for a ruling
by the chair on the eligibility clause as now worded, and for a ruling by this En
campment. Does it, or does it not, admit illegitimate children.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is unanimous consent of the Encampment
for the chair to make such ruling, it will do so willingly.
It comes in irregular form,
but if there is unanimous consent for such ruling, the chair will make the ruling.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I object, simply for
the reason that this Encampment has passed upon this matter, and a ruling has been

I

made.

I
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The Commander-in-Chief:
The ruling and decision of the Commander-in-Chief
is, that under the action of this Encampment taken yesterday, all sons, and grand
sons, and great-grandsons of veterans, whether legitimate or illegitimate, are en
titled to membership in our Order; whether they be legitimate children of veterans,
or illegitimate children of veterans; whether they be legitimate children of sons of
veterans, or illegitimate children of sons of veterans.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander,
appeal from the deci
sion of the chair.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair rules that an appeal cannot be taken in
this way, for it is not a parliamentary decision. You asked me for a deoision, as
Commander-in-Chief.
If there is any appeal to be taken, desire to make my de
cision in writing and have the appeal taken in writing, in proper order. The En
campment cannot accomplish the result desired in any such way as that, unless
it wants to brand its membership as fools and liars. Do n't let us be children! We
did something yesterday, and the result of that something is so clear that there can
not be any question of it.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I have been recog
nized to make a motion; having voted in the affirmative yesterday, I now move a
reconsideration of the action taken yesterday by the Encampment, on the recom
mendation of the Commander-in-Chief, in relation to the Judd Malvin case.
Reynold W. Wilcox, of New York: Commander, I second the motion, having
also voted in the affirmative.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Loebenstein, seconded by
Brother Wilcox, to reconsider the action taken yesterday, on the recommendation of
the Commander-in-Chief, in relation to the Judd Malvin case.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, talk about acting like
would like to know what this Encampment would do on reconsideration?
boys!
What will it do if it reconsiders the action taken yesterday?
want the Encamp
ment to remember that, if it takes this action, it occasions inextricable confusion.
I, for one, having learned the sentiment of this Encampment upon this question,
would not object to an opinion now.
Past Commander Fbane MoCbtllis, of Illinois: Commander, I rise to a point of
order.
There is a motion to reconsider, and a motion to reconsider is not debatable.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The point of order is not well taken.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bcndy, of Ohio: Commander, I have no objeotion to
any decision that will apply from this time on. I do not care so muoh whether we
act the fool right here, or not, but let us not do any injustice; let us not commit a
I say
wrong that will be a stain upon our records after we leave this Encampment.
that the action yesterday does not preclude the rendering of an opinion on this
question now, under the new constitution, that will not apply to any particular case;
but that in the future, hereafter, to anybody coming into this Order.
Make it a res
olution, and put it into the minutes of this Encampment, if you please.
I have not
the slightest objection to that.
That is the way to get at this thing, and a sensi

I

I

I

I

ble way.

Past Commander

J.

B. Maooabe, of Massachusetts:

I

want to ask if

a

resolution

was passed now. embodying the language in substance set forth by Brother Bundy,

would that forever close the doors against illegitimate children?
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: It would, for the Commander-in-Chief
must be bound by the action of this Encampment as to the construction of that
particular law for the future. It will not forever bind; neither will this Constitution
forever bind: but it will bind until the next session of the Encampment — until
something else is done; and upon it any Commander-in-Chief can base his action as
—15

226

ELEVENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

a part of the law of the Order.
It does not necessarily have to be a part of the Con
stitution.
Juniob Vice-Commandke-in-Chief
Bookwalteb: Commander, unfortunately for
Brother Bundy's position, he is not to-day placed where he can give us a construc
tion of the law in accordance with his idea; and we have a construction of the law
now, from the Commuuder-iu-Chief, which says illegitimate children are now eligible
to membership. We cannot tell what the next Commander-in-Chief will rule. Any
succeeding Commander-in-Chief can overrule an opinion given by a preceding Com
mander-in-Chief, of which we have had numerous instances.
E. W. Kbackowizee, of Wisconsin: Commander, I believe if the motion to recon
sider prevails, we will have done an unnecessary thing, for this reason: The decision
of Past Commander-in-Chief Webb, which was by act of the Encampment yesterday
approved, stands as the construction of our organic law as it was. It does not stand
as the construction of our present organic law, but of the organic law as it stood
when our Bro. Judd Malvin was admitted — recklessly or otherwise- to the Order.
Therefore, we have nothing to consider with regard to the future at all; and though
not in the exact language, yet in spirit, I join both with the Commander-in-Chief
and with Brother Bundy. We should not now permit ourselves to be stampeded like
boys, lest we have a taint upon our character. I asked, therefore, before the Com
mander-in-Chief began, whether it is true or not, that the ruling of Commander-inChief Webb, yesterday approved by this Encampment, had reference only to the
organic law which went out of existence by the action of the Minneapolis Encamp
ment ?
The Commandeb-in- Chief: The decision of General Webb was based upon the
language of the preamble at that time, which was " lineal descendants." The pres
ent language is, "We, the undersigned male descendants."
So there you have the
word "descendants'' construed, the only difference being that "lineal descendants '>
might not of necessity be male; and, also, upon the language of the eligibility
clause, which was "all sons," and the present eligibility clause is "all male de

scendants." It is true that the decision of General Webb was based upon different
language, but the language is so similar that no Commander-in-Chief, so long as
General Webb's decision is approved by the Commandery-in Chief, could stultify
himself by deciding otherwise than that illegitimate sons were eligible.
E. W. Kbackowizee, of Wisconsin: Commander, to conclude my remarks I would
intent upon
say, that whatever it might be possible for a Commander-in-Chief
doing his duty to do, he would not be aided by the diversity of opinion given us
yesterday by the lawyers. It seems to me, applying common sense and fraternal
regard to the predicament we find ourselves in, we can reach a conclusion in this
matter without stultifying ourselves in the least.
I believe it would be absolutely
impossible for any future Commander-in-Chief to make a decision in controversy
with Brother Webb's, if the lawyers are right. I believe that the straight, clean,
honest way out of this — although it may not be absolutely consistent, according to
the views of the Commander-in-Chief, yet it is consistent in all essential details,
with honor and intelligence — would be to secure a ruling on the Constitution as it
stands: not as it has been, but as it stands.
It is the easiest thing in the world to
do.
The Commander-in-Chief knows that previous decisions are reversed, and re
versed out of hand, sometimes
without any consideration whatever. How much
more wise would it be to do it under these circumstances.
Judge-Advocate
Genebal It. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I simply desire
to say I hope this motion to reconsider may prevail, and I will give my reasons: I
believe that yesterday, when this matter was before the Encampment for discussion,
it became to some extent a matter of sentiment, a matter of sympathy, a matter
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of feeling. I believe that, had the abstract principle been submitted to this En
campment, it would have been adopted unanimously, because we do not favor ad
mitting illegitimate sons into our Order. If this motion to reconsider prevail,
there is a way out of this matter so as to establish a ruling for this Commanderyin-Chief and for all future Commanderies, unless it is repealed, and leave us per
fectly clean and stainless, and not compel us to place right in the first line of our
I will offer this as a substitute for this whole
preamble the word " legitimate."
matter, if the motion to reconsider prevails:
We. the Commandery-in-Chief, assembled at Helena, Mont., promulgate, as one of
the principles of this Order, in the interpretation
of the eligibility clause of this
Constitution, that the application of an illegitimate son shall not be received in any
Camp, and that this decision shall not in any manner affect Bro. Judd Malvin, of
the District of Columbia.

Now, if my time is not up, I want to make one further suggestion — but I am
notified by a member of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations that
they are already prepared with something similar to that, and I will give way for
them to present their matter.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, if this motion
prevails, I ask that Brother Bundy be permitted to introduce a resolution which will
cover the ground thoroughly, in my opinion.
Commander E. A. Wells, of Illinois: Commander, I move the previous ques
tion.
Past Commander R. Loebenbtein, of Missouri: Commander, I second the motion
for the previous question.
Past Commander H. B. Baouley, of West Virginia: Commander, I also second
the motion for the previous question.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The previous question is moved by Brother Wells,
and seconded by members
from two Divisions.
The question is, Shall the main
question be now put. Those in favor of the motion may signify so by the usual
Those opposed. It seems to be, and is, carried. The question now is on the
sign.
reconsideration of the action taken by the Encampment yesterday, in relation to
All those
the recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief in the Judd Malvin case.
in favor of the reconsideration will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed.
The motion to reconsider is carried. The question now before the Encampment is
upon the recommendation in reference to this matter, as reported to us yesterday
by the Committee on Officers' Reports.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, it was not necessary to
think we are getting rather mixed.
reconsider the action taken yesterday, and
Brother Maccabe and
evidently misunderstood each other. We wanted to avoid a
reconsideration if possible, and wanted to place a construction upon the Constitu
tion without affecting the decision of yesterday, as it stood upon the minutes of this
Encampment; we wanted a construction of the Constitution to be made by this
Commandery to control the decisions to be made upon this question in the future,
and I think, under the circumstances, that that is the only fair and proper and
manly way to take up this question. Now that we have decided to reconsider the
matter, and the Malvin case is before the house, I will make the same motion that I
did yesterday, exactly, and ask the stenographer, if he can, to refer to it.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
It is not necessary to make the motion. The recon
sideration brings the qnestion before the house on the motion by which it was dis
posed of yesterday, which was, that the decision of General Webb be sustained.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: And that so much of the report of the
Committee on Officers' Reports as applied to the Malvin matter be not concurred in.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The gist of it was that the decision of General Webb

I

I
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be sastained.
That is the motion now before the house.
Ia there any further dis
cussion?
Past Commander Fbank McCbillis. of Illinois: Commander, we have before us
one individual case of a brother who is in every respect qualified, with the excep
tion of his illegitimacy, to be a member of our Order. If we pass the resolution

simply providing that this individual case alone shall stand, then every other illegiti
mate member we may have must be stricken from the roll.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is no such motion pending. The motion is
that the decision of General Webb, admitting illegitimate sons, shall stand. That is
the present motion; the same that was adopted yesterday.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
Bookwalteb: Commander, I move, as a sub
stitute for that motion, that the decision of General Webb be not sustained: that
the opinion of Commander-in-Chief
Weeks be indorsed as the opinion of this En
campment, and that a proviso be added thereto that the decision of Commander-inChief Weeks shall not apply to any members of this Order already mustered.
F. F. Dbake. of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commandery has heard the motion. Is there
Those in favor of substituting the motion made by Junior Viceany discussion?
Commander-in-Chief Bookwalter for the pending motion will signify so by the usual
sign. Those opposed. It seems to be, and is, carried. The question now arises
upon the substituted motion. All those in favor of not sustaining the decision of
General Webb, but sustaining so much of the recommendation of the Commanderin-Chief as provides that decision No. 77 of General Webb be disapproved, and that
it be the sense of the Commandery-in-Chief that the proper construction of article
V, chapter I, of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations does not render illegiti
mate descendants eligible to membership in our Order: Provided, however. That this
decision shall not affect the membership of any brother who has been already mus
tered, will signify so by the usual sign.
Those opposed. It seems to be, and is.
carried.
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I wish to move you,
sir, that all previous proceedings in this matter be expunged from the records of
this Enoampment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief.
You cannot very well expunge anything, except the
debate of yesterday.
We would have to have a report of the action taken yester
I think we can expunge the de
day, so as to have something to reconsider to-day.
bate, if you like.
The motion is not seconded.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I have a report to
submit from the Council-in-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief.
Have the Committee on Constitution, Rules and
Regulations concluded their report?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, the Committee
have no further report to make.
BECOMMENDATION8

FBOM PENNSYLVANIA

DIVISION.

E. N. Bbidoes, of Pensylvania: Commander, I wish to ask unanimous oonsent
to bring up a matter in the shape of a recommendation from the Division of Penn
sylvania. We asked the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations to re
port upon it, but they have not done so. It will take only a moment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Is unanimous consent granted to introduce this par
ticular matter, which the brother claims should have been reported upon by the
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations?
The chair hears no objection,
and Brother Bridges may proceed.
E. N. Bbidoes, of Pennsylvania: Commander, it is a resolution that article VIII,
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page 45, Constitution, Rales, and Regulations, be so changed as to read, "At trien
nial meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief."
It now reads:
The Constitution, Rules and Regulations and the Ritual of the Sons of Veter
ans, U. S. A., shall only be altered or amended by the Commandery-in-Chief, by a
two-thirds vote of the members reported present and entitled to a vote, at a stated
annual meeting thereof; but any section herein may be suspended for the time be
ing, at any annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief by such two-thirds vote.

The amendment is to make the article read:
The Constitution, Rules and Regulations and the Ritual of the Sons of Veter
ans, U. S. A., shall only be altered or amended by the Commandery-in-Chief, by a
two-thirds vote of the members reported present and entitled to a vote, at stated
triennial meetings thereof, etc.

I

move the adoption of that amendment.

Pennsylvania

I

do this upon instructions

Division Encampment.

Clayton H. Kochebspeboeb, of Pennsylvania:

Commander,

I

second

from the
that mo

tion.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

The effect of the amendment is that amendments to
can only be made every three years.
It is moved and seconded
that article VIII of the Commandery-in-Chief
Constitution be amended by striking
out the word "annual" and inserting in lieu thereof the word "triennial,'' so that the
section will read:
The Constitution. Rules and Regulations and the Ritual of the Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., shall only be altered or amended by the Commandery-in-Chief by a twothirds vote of the members reported present and entitled to vote, at stated triennial
meetings thereof, etc.
the Constitution

E. N. Bbidges. of Pennsylvania:
Commander, that is not exactly the way I want
to get it. I realize that a year hence a change in the Ritual will be brought np. I
would ask a subdivision of that in some way, so that the Constitution shall not be
changed, but the proposed changes may be made in the Ritual.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I suggest that the brother withdraw his motion and
get it in proper shape and in writing, as an amendment to the Constitution, so that
it may be properly considered at a subsequent meeting. Owing to a contemplated
change in the Ritual, it is a little difficult to word the amendment just right.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I understand it
is the intention of Brother Bridges, of Pennsylvania, that this Constitution shall be
amended only every three years.
You could not
That would include everything.
even insert a comma, or a semi-oolon.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Commander-in-Chief would suggest that Brother
Bridges have a little conference with the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Reg
ulations.
Clayton H. Kochebspeboeb, of Pennsylvania:
Commander, the Pennsylvania
Division is here under lengthy instructions, very many of them relating to the Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations.
I do not wish to take up the time of this Commandery, but I want to know if we will have an opportunity to re-submit these
We have sub
suggestions coming from the Pennsylvania Division Encampment?
mitted them to the committee, and, with all due respect to the committee, they seem
to have failed to receive attention.
Now, I want to know if we will have an oppor
tunity to get them before the Commandery.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I understood the chairman of the Committee on Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations to report this morning that they had received a
number of communications recommending certain constitutional changes from va
rious Divisions, and that in their judgment it was not wise to report any of them
except such as they have already reported. I think that the brothers from Pennsyl
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vania can safely go home to their Division and state that the Committee on Con
stitution. Rules and Regulations smothered their recommendations.
Clayton H. Kocheksi'Ebqeb, of Pennsylvania: Then. Commander, I wish to bring
before the Commandery those things which that committee refused to take up. I
think it is only justice to the Pennsylvania Division.
I am paid by them to pre
sent these things.

Commander, I do not pro
that the committee refused to consider recom
mendations that were referred to it. It savors of czarism. The committee took up
everything and considered every proposition that came before it, and acted upon it
We did report adversely upon a num
as it thought best for the good of the Order.
ber of matters, because we did not think the present Constitution had been given a
fair trial, and we did it in n fair way. We asked unanimous consent that we might
present a report recommending certain amendments, and that as to all the other
propositions for amendments that came to us, the committee might be considered
Now when anybody says that the committee re
as reporting adversely on them.
fused to take up anything, they are sayiug that which is absolutely without founda
tion of fact: and I say it with all due deference to the gentleman from Pennsylvania.
The Commander-in-Chief:
There is no question pending before the house.
E. N. Bridges, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I would like to ask Brother Mac
cabe if he remembers a private conversation he had with me yesterday; why he said
we must not do this thing?
Adjutant Genebal Tobias: I call the brother to order.
The Commander-in-Chief:
I have no doubt that Past Commander Maccabe has
a distinct recollection of any conversation that may have taken place between him
self and Brother Bridges.
E. N. Bbidges, of Pennsylvania: Commander, he gets up here and denies such
conversation.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The brother will come to order. The chairman of
the Committee on Ritual is entitled to the floor.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, is it the desire of the
Commandery that I shall read the whole of this report of the Committee on Ritual,
or only the new part ?
The amended resolution at the end of the report —
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
that is all that is necessary.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: The third section: that is, the only
portion of the report which was re-referred to the committee yesterday —the only
portion of the report to which the action of the Encampment yesterday applies.
The committee now report that third section, modified as follows:
Past Commander

J.

B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts:

pose to sit here under an imputation

Third. That a prize of three hundred dollars ( $300) be offered by this Encamp
ment to the brother of the Order who shall prepare and submit to the Counoil-inChief, at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting of the Twelfth (12th) Annual
Ritual, founded
Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, the best three-degree
upon the three cardinal principles of the Order — friendship, charity, and loyalty —
embodying the prayers and obligations verbatim, and the installation and memorial
ceremonies, without material alteration, as the same now exist in the present Ritual.
The members of the Council-iii-Chief to be the judges, and determine upon the
merits of the various Rituals submitted, and that the said Council-in-Chief be re
quired to report the Ritual decided upon by them as the best presented for the
consideration and action of the Commandery-in-Chief. the said prize money of $300
to be paid if the general plan, ideas and body of such Ritual so recommended by
the Council-in-Chief
be adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief, but not otherwise.
And that the Council-in-Chief be authorized to meet at the place to be selected
for the Twelfth Annual Encampment, and not more than four days prior to the
time fixed for the opening session thereof, to consider and prepare a report upon
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the Rituals presented and proposed, and that the members of such Council-in-Chief
be authorized to separately suggest therewith any changes, amendments or modifi
cations as may seem desirable by them, providing the same are not inconsistent
with the general plan, ideas or body of such Ritual: Provided, however, That if in
the opinion of the Council-in-Chief a better Ritual than any one submitted can be
formulated by the selection of one degree from each of three Rituals submitted, or
two degrees from one of said Rituals and a third degree from a second Ritual so
submitted, then one hundred dollars ( $100) for each of said degrees, aggregating the
aforesaid sum of $300, and no more, shall be paid as above provided.
Judge-Advocate
Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I would like to
ask Brother Bundy a question.
The Commandeb-in-Chikf: I understand the chairman of the committee to move
the adoption of the report.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move the adoption of
the whole report on Ritual.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: You move the adoption of the report and the recom
mendation contained therein?
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: That is the motion.
James ML Kennedy, of Colorado: Commander, I second the motion.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I would like to
ask Brother Bundy one question, and that is this: I could not hear the reading, dis
tinctly, of the report, and I want to know whether or not this Commandery-in-Chief
has the right reserved to reject all the Rituals and pay nothing, or must they ac
cept one of the Rituals presented?
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: That right is reserved.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I understand that to be covered by the proposed
contract drawn by the Committee.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, the language is. "'If it be
adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief, but not otherwise."
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: Commander, I would like to ask the committee
if we are to understand that the judges in this Ritual contest are to be the members
of the Council-in-Chief ?
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Not the final judges.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The preliminary judges are to be the five members
of the Council-in-Chief.
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: Commander, we have had Rituals made up for
years, and objections would be found to one after the other, in some manner, and I
fail to comprehend the position of the committee; that is, that they wish to save the
Order money for committee hire. It is the principal office of the Council-in-Chief, as I
have always understood, to audit the accounts, and, so to speak, be the general con
servators of the business affairs of the Order. Now, if we are going to have judg
ment passed upon a Ritual, we should at least have somebody among the judges who
is able to read proof, if not to go farther in literary work. We have had Rituals
submitted to us for use that have been very ungrammatical, not to say inelegant;
they have been badly read in proof. We hope this Ritual is going to be a final one,
and I think we should take due care to see that it is carefully considered, and that it
is the best thing we can get. If the Council-in-Chief are to select this Ritual, we
should put such men upon the Council-in-Chief as are known to have some literary
ability, who can give us something worthy of the Order. It is time we had it, I

think.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:

Is there any further discussion? If not, those in
favor of the adoption of the report of the committee, with the recommendations
therein contained will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be,
and is, carried.
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The special Committee on Fraternal Insurance; are they prepared to report?
8. J. Cbumbine, of Kansas: Commander, the committee appointed to consider
the subjeot of fraternal insurance, submit the following report:

REPORT

OF COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL INSURANCE.

Helena, Mont., August 9, 1892.
National Encampment. Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.:
Your special Committee on Fraternal Insurance, after a careful investigation of
the insurance plan as presented by the Division of Kansas, beg leave to present for
your consideration the following facts and figures:
The mortality in the Kansas Division in the year 1891 was nine deaths out of aThe deaths in the United States in the
membership of 3,400. or 2.65 per 1,000.
Order, per Chaplain General's report of 1890, was 168, of a membership of 54,510,
or 3.08 per 1,000.
The general mortality in Kansas of men. women, and children, is about 18 per
1,000; in the large cities of the United States, from 20 to 40 per 1.000.
It is there
fore apparent that our mortality is exceedingly low. This low rate we confidently
expect to maintain for several important and logical reasons, among the most im
portant of which are:
1. Our young blood, or very loiv average age; this is the strong point sought for
by every mutual assessment company, and an analysis of the mutual companies
now in existence shows that their general prosperity and cheapness of insurance
depend entirely and absolutely on the average age of their membership. In the Kan
sas Division, the average age in 1891 was 28i years; in the United States in 1890, 244
To the Eleventh

years.

2. Inasmuch as eligibility to membership requires applicants to be Sons of Vet
erans or Sons of Veterans' sons, it necessarily follows that our membership will be
recruited almost entirely from young men, and many younger than our present
average age, thereby holding the average at about what it is now.
3. In the Surgeon's report of Kansas Division submitted by me at the Atchison
Encampment, in February, 1891, it was shown that over (>(>per cent, of the member
ship of the Division were farmers. This per cent, will undoubtedly nearly obtain

in the entire United States.
Does anyone question the health of our farmer boys?
4. From the very nature of the Order, the membership is almost entirely in the
northern half of the United States, making us peculiarly exempt from those epi
demics of yellow fever, cholera, and pernicious malarial fever, which almost every
year stalk through the South.
Now I challenge (without fear of successful contradiction) any life insurancecompany or mutual benefit association of whatever kind or character in the United
States or elsewhere on God's green earth to show such elements of strength'as these
four which I have named.
They can't do it .'
I made an effort to gather some information regarding the nine deaths in the
Kansas Division, and of the seven replies received to my letters of inquiry I submit
the following: Ages, respectively, 20, 23, 20, 45, 24, 21, and 25: causes of deaths, kid
ney disease 1, consumption 1, gunshot wound 1, heart disease 1, pneumonia 1, typhoid
pneumonia 1, inflammation of the brain due to la grippe, 1. You will observe that
two of these cases would have been barred from membership by reason of the nature
of their disease, which would have been discovered by the medical examination,
namely, the cases of consumption and heart disease, and possibly a third case, of the
kidney disease, provided it was an organic disease of the kidneys. My informant
did not state.
These mortality statistics have of course been gathered from the entire member
ship. Now apply the scrutiny of a rigid medical examination, and we can further
cut down the mortality rate from 30 to 40 per cent., as has been clearly shown by
analysis of the Kansas cases.
Now. what effect will the adoption of this insurance feature have on our mem
With General Order No. 3 of the Commandery-in-Chief, there were by one
bership?
For the quarter
fell swoop 96 Camps wiped out of existence in the Iowa Division.
ending December 31, 1891, as per Adjutant General's report, there was a loss in the
United States of 197 Camps and a membership of 7,948.
I am of the opinion that by the addition of this insurance feature we will not
only hold our membership, but it will be a stimulant to increase the same very rapidly.
It is, I think, quite evident to all who have made this terrible loss of membership
throughout the Divisions a study that something must be done to hold them in line, or
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say very soon!

It

is a question of para

The insurance feature will accomplish the desired object, in a great measure, at
least.
Many will pay their dues and assessments to keep their policies in force, who
are not active members, and who after the "new" and the patriotism incident to the
muster has worn off drop out before the year has gone by. And again, will we not,
by the adoption of this insurance plan, carry out the logical and practical purpose
for which this grand Order was founded?
Will we. the unmarried members, who are helping the old folks climb the hill of
old age and its coincident debility, will we not provide a way that, in the event we
are called to an untimely death, they may not be thrown on the ''cold charity of the
world ? " And we, as married members — will father and mother have to care for our
wife and little ones after we are gone?
God forbid that we should add one straw to the heavy load the Grand Army boys
are already carrying, of disease, wounds, and broken-down health. Our patriotism,
our love of country, our love of father and mother, our love of home, all cry out
"we must have this protection."'
And this committee recommends that a standing committee of three (3) be ap
pointed by the Commander-in-Chief, to carefully investigate, formulate a plan, and
report at the next ( 12th) Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief.
H. S. Fulleb, Chairman.
R. LOEBENSTEIN.
S. Jay Cbumbine.
Past Commander

J.

B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts:

Commander,

I

would like to

ask my Brother Crumbine as to whether or not he intends the Commandery-in-Chief

shall provide for the expenses of this committee of three?
8. J. Cbumbine, of Kansas: Commander, that is a question for the Commanderyin-Chief to decide.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Then, Commander. I move
to insert in the recommendation, at the close of the report, that the committee pay
their own expenses.
Commander Habby Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, I second that
motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I understand Brother Crumbine to move the adop
tion of the report. Brother Maccabe moves an amendment to add an additional
clause, that the committee to be appointed pay their own expenses.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I certainly hope
that Brother Maccabe will not insist on this matter. The expense is going to be
small, and this is a matter that a great many of us consider of vital importance.
The expenses of these three men certainly cannot be much, and I see no reason why
Brother Maccabe should insist upon this amendment.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe. of Massachusetts: I want to inform my es
teemed friend and brother, Loebenstein, that I am in favor of the report of my
Brother Crumbine; but I have seen so many of the boys' dollars go out for stand
ing committees and other committees, that I want to draw the line. If this ex
pense is going to be small, then the committee, because of their love for the Order,
because of their appreciation of the fact that this insurance feature is going to be
a good thing, can afford to pay their own traveling expenses, as well as the Com
mandery-in-Chief — there is all there is of that argument. But let me inform my
Brothers Loebenstein and Crumbine that I will vote for their report, with expenses
or without.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, in reply to Brother
Maccabe's suggestion that there is so much in this life-insurance feature, I certainly
think that any brothers who are appointed by this Commandery on a committee,
and who give diligent attention to the work assigned to them, will be doing all that
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the Order ought to ask, and their expenses

should be paid by the Commandery-in

Chief.

I would like to say this: If other commit
paid, why should not this committee have its expenses paid,
if its work is for the benefit of the Order?
The Commander-in-Chief: Is there any further discussion? If not, all those in
favor of the amendment that the expenses of this committee be paid by the com
mittee itself, may signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. The amendment
is lost.
The question recurs upon the original motion to adopt the report of the
committee. Is the Commandery-in-Chief ready for the question?
E. H. Bookwalter, of Indiana: Commander, considerable time has been given
to the exemplification of the work and instruction of officers of the different
Camps. I notice that, in voting on different questions, not one-fourth of the broth
ers of the Commandery-in-Chief vote by the proper sign of the Order. I therefore
would suggest that the Commander-in-Chief refuse to recognize brothers who fail
D. C. Yates, of

Illinois: Commander.

tees have their expenses

to give the proper sign of the Order.
The Commander-in-Chief: If that is a motion, I trust it will not prevail, be
cause, in such a large body as this it would be almost impossible to count voles if
the proper sign of the Order was given; the hands would be out of sight.
E. W. Kuackowizer, of Wisconsin: In handling this subject, Commander, I am
forcibly reminded of some of the introductory remarks of the Commander-in-Chief,
when he took the floor in the matter of the Addington appeal for clemency. We
A ques
have gotten precious near the critical stage of our Encampment's history.
tion comes up, I may be permitted to say, in candor, in which most of us have little
interest; of which most of us know less: and yet, there seems to be diffidence in
My brothers of
tackling it squarely, pro and eon, for fear it might give offense.
the Kansas Division know that, upon principle, I am opposed to such a feature of
the Order as Brother Crumbine wishes.
I feel, though, that I may be mistaken; that
a large number of those present here are also, without pre-judgment, opposed to it,
upon this ground : that while this insurance feature and
various other features might help the Order here and there, or elsewhere, it is, after
all. not the essential thing, nor any part of the sincere, earnest and intelligent cul
ture of that which we have come together for, to wit, patriotism and the memory of
our fathers. I do not say that this Order is not conformable to a good system of
insurance, but I feel that the proposition is one which, having come before the Com
mandery-in-Chief at various times heretofore, should be set aside once for all. I
hope I will not give offense, either actual or constructive, to the brothers who have
this matter in hand; but I hope that the Commandery will not stultify itself, if it
do n't believe in this thing, by voting for it just simply because we do n't want to
give offense, under the idea that we will let it go through and see what comes of it.
D. C. Yates, of Illinois: Commander, the principles of our Order are friendship,
charity, and loyalty, but the members that are mustered into our Camps too soon
forget that, and therefore lose interest in the Order. I think this insurance would
and possibly many others,

be beneficial to the Order.

jr., of Oregon: Commander, it

seems to me that some of the
There
that
come up for debate.
brothers are quite well informed on all subjects
are six or seven who get up here every five minutes, from 10 o'clock in the morning
until 0 o'clock in the evening. If one man gets up and goes over the ground care
fully and brings out all the points, I do n't see any necessity for the other men to
jump up every five minutes for the purpose of getting their names in the record as
I think we should endeavor to
making a speech in this National Encampment.
make the debate as short as possible, and get over the ground as quickly and as
C. A. Herman,
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thoroughly as possible, and get down to work, and get off and return to our families
and our business.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is the Commandery-in-Chief ready for the question?
All those in favor of the adoption of the report of this committee will signify so by
the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be, and is, carried.
Are there any other committees to report?
SUPPLEMENTAL

BEPOBT OF COMMITTEE

ON OFFICEBS'

BEPOBTS.

Past Commander Pbank McCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, the Committee on
Officers' Reports has a supplemental report to make on the appeal of the Pennsyl
The decision is as
vania Division from Decision XIX of the Commander-in-Chief.
follows:
"The question submitted by the Commander of the Indiana Division, whioh is
quoted in the Judge-Advocate General's opinion No. 7 herewith, is. as I understand it,
whether, upon the disbandment of a Camp, the Captain is required to forward all
property of the Camp to Division.headquarters; or, whether, upon the payment of
all per capita tax and other obligations to the Division, they may dispose of tha
property as they see fit.
"I fully concur in the conclusion reached by the Judge-Advocate General, as I
can find no provision in the Constitution restricting the power of Camps in the dis
position of their property, or giving Divisions any interest in snch property, or any
-claim on the Camp funds other than for the collection of the per capita tax and the
enforcement of its monetary obligations to the Division, except section 3. article I,
•chapter V. whioh provides, in case of the surrender or forfeiture of the Charter, that all
property of the Division or Order, including all books of record, orders, Rituals, and
Camp papers, shall be turned over to the Division Adjutant.
"This section applies specifically to the property of the Division or Order, and
cannot therefore include Camp funds or Camp property." (See Opinion 25, G. A.
R. Blue-Book, p. 198.)

It is a question whether, when a Camp disbands, the money in the Camp treasury
shall be sent to Division headquarters, or whether it shall be the property of the
Camp and be divided among its members, or be used for any purpose the Camp sees
fit.
The committee concurs in the opinion of the Commander-in-Chief, that the
money should be the property of the Camp.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is there objection to the report of the committee,
that the appeal be overruled? Is there any objection to the report of the oommittee,
overruling the appeal and sustaining the decision of the Commmander-in-Chief ?
Clayton H. Kochebspeegeb, of Pennsylvania: I would like the Commander-inChief to tell me under what circumstances it is held that the money, or property,
must be returned to Division headquarters?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The decision holds that the language of our Consti
tution simply provides that, when a Camp disbands, the property of the Order shall
go into the Division; that is, the property that belongs specifically to the Order.
Clayton H. Kochebspeegeb, of Pennsylvania: That does not include Camp
funds ?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Division has no lien whatever upon Camp funds,
except to the extent of the per capita tax. If the Camp chooses to present its funds
to any benevolent institution, or to any individual, they have the right to do so.
Is there any further discussion on the adoption of the report of the committee,
approving the decision of the Commander-in-Chief ? If not, all those in favor of
the motion will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be car
ried; it is carried.
Are there any other committees to report ?
DISCHABOE OF COMMITTEE

J.

TO

VISIT THE LADIES'

AID.

D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, the committee appointed to bear fraternal
to the Ladies' Aid have done their work. They have no objection to be

greetings
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ing continued as a standing committee, if the Encampment is willing or desire it ;
bat we report, and are ready to be discharged if the Encampment does not want to
continue us.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
You have heard the report of the committee ap
the Ladies" Aid.
to
bear
our
to
They suggest that if you insist
pointed
greetings
upon their being discharged they will submit. What is the pleasure of the Commandery-in-Chief f Does any brother move that the report of the committee be
accepted?

Jacob Wirel, of New York: Commander,

I

move that the report of the commit

tee be accepted and the committee discharged.

Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the report of the com
mittee be accepted and the committee be discharged. Is there any discussion? All
those in favor of the motion will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It•
seems to be, and is, carried.
W. H. Reed, of Iowa:

COMMUNICATIONS FBOM U. V. V. AND

U. V. L.

The Adjutant General has two communications here, one from the Union Veter
a member of the Union Veterans' Legion, and one from the
The Commander-in-Chief has also received a telegram from
Union Veterans' Union.
the Commander-in-Chief of the Union Veterans' Union, inviting the Sons of Veter
I would suggest
ans to participate in the proceedings at Washington in September.
that the communications be read and then referred to the Committee on Resolutions.
ans' Legion, or from

The Adjutant General then read the communications.
The Commandeb-in-Chikf:
Unless there is other disposition to be made of the
communications, they will be referred to the Committee on Resolutions.
I under
stand the Division of Pennsylvania also has a resolution bearing upon the same
question, and it might be referred to the committee at the same time.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move you that these
communications be referred to the Committee on Resolutions, with instructions to
report at the opening session to-morrow morning.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I think it would be well, if the brothers will allow me
to suggest, that the brothers here, who have any impression or feelings, one way or
another, in regard to the advisability of our entering upon closer relations with other
societies of veterans, should appear before the Committee on Resolutions, so that
they may settle this thing to some extent, and we may get rid of some discussion of
I
it, before that committee, and not have so much of it here in the Encampment.
know, in some parts of the country, there is a very strong feeling one way, and in
some parts of the country a very strong feeling the other way; and I think we can
accomplish a great deal if the members who are interested in the subject will appear
before the Committee on Resolutions.
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I supposed my labors
I will call a meeting of the Commit
were done, but they are about to begin again.
tee on Resolutions at ":!!() to-night, at room 15; and. as I am totally ignorant on this
subject, I would request any brother of this Order, who has any information upon
this subject, to appear at that time and enlighten us.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, as chairman of
the Council-in-Chief, has a report from that body.
Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Bookwalter submitted and read the following
report from the Council-in-Chief:
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FROM COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.
the

Eleventh

Annual

Encampment,

Sons of Veterans,

Bbothebs — The undersigned, elective members of the Council-in-Chief, beg leave
to submit the following report:
We have examined the books and accounts of the Quartermaster General, have
checked the items of receipts and expenditures, and find the same to balance with
the report of said officer heretofore submitted to your honorable body. We desire
to most heartily commend the business-like methods in vogue in this department
during the past year, and urge the adoption of the recommendations of the Quarter
master General in all matters relating to this department.
We have also examined the new reoords and books submitted by the Adjutant
General, have considered the recommendations contained in his report in regard
thereto, and would recommend concurrence in said recommendations.
In conclusion, we wish again to commend the administration of affairs at national
headquarters, in so far as relates to the departments called to our attention, and
recommend that a vote of thanks be extended to Adjutant General Tobias and Quar
termaster General Clarkson, for the most excellent, efficient and business-like methods
prevailing in their departments.
Respectfully submitted.
C. A. Bookwaltee, Chairman.
W. A. Stevens, Secretary.
Isaac Cittteb.
H. S. Fulleb.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: What is the pleasure of the Commandery in regard to
the report of the Council-in-Chief f
F. F. DbakS, of Indiana: Commander, I move the adoption of the report.
Commander Waltkb H. Delano, of Massachusetts: Commander, I second the
motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the report of the
Council-in-Chief be reoeived and adopted.
Is the Commandery-in-Chief ready for
the question? All those in favor of the motion signify so by the usual sign. Those
opposed. It seems to be, and is, carried. Are there any other committees to report?
Do I understand that the Committee on Ritual has concluded its work?
DISCHABGE OF THE COMMITTEE

ON BITUAL.

Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, the Committee on Ritual
has absolutely concluded its work.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: A motion to discharge the Committee on Ritual will
be in order.
Geo. H. Klein, of Minnesota: Commander, I move the committee be discharged.
Commander F. A. Agnew, of Kansas: I second the motion, Commander.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the Committee on
Ritual be discharged, with thanks. All those in favor of the motion will so signify
by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be, and is, carried. Have the Com
mittee on Officers' Reports concluded their labors?
DISCHABOE OF COMMITTEE

ON OFFICEBs'

BEPOBTS.

Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander, I believe we
have, unless the Council-in-Chief have reports to bring us.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Reports from the Council-in-Chief are submitted di
rectly to the Encampment, and do not go before the Committee on Officers' Reports.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Then, Commander, we have
nothing further in our possession upon which we can report.
Inbpectob Genebal Henby Fbazee, of Ohio: Commander, I move the Committee
on Officers' Reports be discharged, with the thanks of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Commander E. A. Wells, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
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The Commander-in-Chief:

All those in favor of that motion will signify the
Those opposed. It seems to be, and is. carried. The Com
Officers' Reports is discharged, with thanks.
Has the Standing Committee
its bills to the Council-in-Chief, and have its bills been au
presented
paid?
Vice-G'ommandeb-in-Chief Bookwalter: Commander, it has been impos

same by the usual sign.

mittee on
on Ritual
dited and

Junior

sible for us to secure a full meeting of the Counoil-in-Chief.
We would like to have
the Commander-in-Chief, the Adjutant General and the Quartermaster General pres
ent when these matters are considered.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: They are not members of the Council-in-Chief.
All
they can do is to draw warrants, after you have ordered the payment of money.
understand that the committee's bills have not yet been paid; therefore the commit
tee cannot be discharged.
The Committee on Resolutions still has business before
it. Are there any matters still in the hands of the Committee on Constitution. Rules
and Regulations, unreported?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, there is noth
ing before that committee, other than the proposition from Pennsylvania, which
That is the
provides for the admission of members of the Union Veterans' Legion.
only proposition we have before us that we have not. reported. I have talked with
Brother Lowry about it. With that exception we have finished our work.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: We had better not disoharge that committee until
to-morrow morning.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Are we at new business
now?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: We are not yet through with our committee reports.
In order to take up new business, it will be necessary to transpose the order of busi
ness, and that will require a two-thirds vote.
Such a motion is in order.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander. I would sug
gest that, as it is 20 minutes to 5, we adjourn now until to-inorrow morning at 9
o'clock.
I would suggest, if there is any new business to come
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
before the Encampment, we might just as well use this half-hour by transposing the
order of business, so that to-morrow morning we will have nothing to do but act
upon the report of the Council-in-Chief. before proceeding to the election of officers.
Junior Vice-Commander-in-chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I move that the or
der of business be transposed, and that we proceed under the head of new business.
Past Commander J. B. Maocabe. of Massachusetts: Commander, before that mo
tion is put. the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, if proper, would
like to ask for discharge. We are willing to agree with the Pennsylvania Division
that the motion providing for the admission of the Union Veterans' Legion may
come before the Encampment; so our work is finished, and we are ready to be dis
We believe it is more proper for the convention to take this matter up
charged.
and discuss it. It would come up under new business, and we can ask for our dis

I

charge.

The Commander-in-Chief:
The Committee on Resolutions could not be dis
because they have this matter before them.
Past Commander J.B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Then the Committee on Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations ask to be discharged; that is the only matter beforecharged,

us.

The Commander-in-Chief:
There is a motion to transpose the order of business
now
be taken up.
may
Past Commander C. T. Obnek, of Illinois: Commander, if Brother Bookwalter

so that new business
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a moment, I will move that the Committee on Consti
tution, Rules and Regulations be discharged, as this subject will come up from the
Committee on Resolutions.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will the mover and seconder of the motion consent
to its withdrawal?
Juniob "Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: With the consent of my second.
I withdraw the motion to transpose the order of business, until the committee is
discharged.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion to transpose the order of business is with
drawn.
I understand the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations to report
that they have concluded their labor and are prepared to be discharged.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Yes. Commander.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Orner, of Illinois, moves that the committee
be discharged, with the thanks of the Encampment.
Is there a second to the mo
tion?
D. C. Yates, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
Geo. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, may I have permission to
make an announcement?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Not at the present time; as soon as the question is
put upon this motion. Is this Commandery-in-Chief ready for the question? Ail
those in favor of the adoption of the report of the committee, as it has been acted
upon, and the discharge of the committee, with thanks, will signify so by the usual
sign. Those opposed. It seems to be, and is, carried. The committee is discharged,
with the thanks of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Now, Brother Bookwalter, of Indiana, moves that the order of business be trans
posed, so that new business may be taken up. Is there any second to that motion?
Geo. E. Lewis, of Kansas: Commander, I second that motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the order of business
be transposed, so that new business may be taken up. Is there any discussion?
If
not, all those in favor of the motion may signify so by the nsual sign. Those op
It seems to be, and is, carried. Is there any new business to come before
posed.
the Encampment?
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, the Committee on Res
olutions would like to be excused, in order that they may attend to the business of
that committee.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Committee on Resolutions may be excused from
attendance on the Encampment, in order to give their attention to committee work.
Does Brother Penniman now desire to say anything?

will withdraw that motion for

INVITATION

FBOM THE K. OF P.

Geo. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: By courtesy of the Commandery-in-Chief,
to present a matter which does not pertain to the business of the Commandery — simply to extend an invitation on behalf of the members of Myrtle Lodge,
Knights of Pythias, of this city, to members of the Commandery-in-Chief who arealso members of the Knights of Pythias to attend an entertainment at their meet
ing room to-night.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Members of the Commandery who are Knights of
Pythias, and desire to attend the meeting, will take notice of the invitation.
Any
other new business?
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I move that
we reconsider the motion —
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will Brother Pollitt yield the floor for one moment?

I desire
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The Committee on Arrangements have placed in the hands of the Adjutant General
All delegates and vis
iting brothers, upon application to the Adjutant General, may obtain a ticket of
admission to the entertainment.
There will be no charge to visiting brothers.
a number of tickets for the entertainment here this evening.

COMMANDEKY-IN-OHIEF

E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander,
lution, which I desire to introduce at this time.

COLOB8.

I

have here,

if it

is in order, a reso

Whekeas, The colors of the Commandery-in-Chief have not been displayed in the
hall of this Encampment, nor in the annual parade of the Commandery-in-Chief; and
Whekeas. The colors purchased by a former Commander-in-Chief are now said
to be in a sadly dilapidated condition, unfit to be used on public occasions: there
fore, be it
Resolved, That the incoming Commander-in-Chief be and is hereby instructed to
purchase a suitable stand of colors; and a sum not to exceed $250, to be expended in
the discretion of the Commander-in-Chief, is hereby appropriated for Buch purpose.

I

move the adoption of the resolution.
Past Commander E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander, I second the motion.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundx, of Ohio: Commander, did
understand my
brother from Indiana to say $250?
E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, not to exceed $250, in the discre
tion of the incoming Commander-in-Chief.
Past Commander Wm. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I am advised by the
Quartermaster General and those who are familiar with the subject that $150 would
be the outside limit, and that the present colors could probably be repaired for $50.
I move an amendment, to substitute $150 in plaoe of $250.
E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, I accept the amendment.
Adjutant Genebal Tobias: Commander, the flags we have now cannot be re
paired; they are rotten.
Quabtebmasteb Genebal Clabkson: Commander, I think $250 is altogether too

I

much.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
ready been accepted

The proposed amendment of Brother Bundy has al
by the mover and seconder of the resolution. The resolution

now reads "$150.:'
Adjutant Genebal Tobias: Commander, I say you cannot get a flag of any de
cent quality of silk made for any such price — made up as a flag should be made up.
We may as well get a good quality of silk and a good flag while we are at it. A good
flag will keep, but a cheap flag is made of thin silk, and you cannot use it. Even if
it does cost a large sum of money, it is better to get a good flag.
do not think
§250 is too much money for a flag for this Order, and, if necessary, I think we could
raise the $250 by subscription, and have a good piece of silk.
I therefore move to
amend the motion, to appropriate a sum not exceeding $250 for the purchase of
colors.
Quartermahteb Genebal Clabkson: Commander, I will state to the brothers of
the Coinmandery-in-Chief
that there is a Camp in New York city which has a very
elegantly embroidered Camp flag, of silk, embroidered on both sides in silk. They
tell me it cost about 5150. The flag we have got now is a painted flag, and is much
cheaper than that.
Adjutant Genebal Tobias: The Quartermaster General knows that the paint
on the flag rots the silk; and then you can use a lighter quality of silk for paint.
Juniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I call attention to
the fact that the resolution calls for a stand of colors.
If I understand the matter,
a stand of colors is not usually a flag — it is three flags.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The resolution, as it now stands, is to appropriate a
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sum not exceeding $150. I understand the Adjutant General to move an amend
ment increasing it to $250. Is the amendment seconded?
Councilman-in-Chief
VFm. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Commander, I second
the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: All those in favor of the amendment, increasing the
sum to be appropriated from $150 to $250, will signify so by the usual sign. Those
opposed. It seems to be carried. It is carried. The question now recurs upon the
resolution, as amended.

Past Commander Wm. E. Bundt, of Ohio: Commander, I ask for a division on
that vote.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The brother is a little late. However, a division is
called for. All those in favor of the motion will please rise. The Adjutant General
will please count. Those opposed will please rise.
The Adjutant General reported 53 voting in the affirmative; in the negative, 19.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The amendment is adopted by a vote of 53 to 19.
The question now recurs upon the resolution as amended, providing for the pur
chase of a stand of colors, at an expenditure not to exceed $250.
Is there any dis
cussion? Is the Commandery-in-Chief ready for the question? All those in favor
of the resolution will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be,
and is, carried. Is there any further new business?
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, on yesterday —
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will the Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
assume
command?
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Fuller assumed command.
eeoonsideeation

of vote continuing

pbesent

titles.

Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, yesterday, in
the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules, and Regulations, a motion to
have the old titles plaoed back in the Constitution was voted down. I now move to
reconsider the vote by which that was lost.
The Pbesidino Officeb: Did Brother Pollitt vote with the majority?
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I did.
Akthue B. Callaham, of Kansas: Commander, I second the motion.
The Pbesidino Offices: It is moved and seconded to reconsider the aotion
taken yesterday upon the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules, and Reg
Is there
ulations, providing that no change should be made in the titles of officers.
any discussion upon the motion to reconsider?
W. H. Reed, of Iowa: Commander, I believe the brother who seconded the mo
In order that there may be no
tion did not vote with the majority on yesterday.
question about this, I will seoond the motion.
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I was not here yesterday when this matter
I understood that the vote was to make no changes in the present
was discussed.
Constitution in relation to that matter.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I dislike very
much to interfere with the remarks of my brother, but is this motion to reconsider
debatable?
The Pbesidino Offices: Yes, sir; the chair so rules.
J. D. Houbton, of Ohio: Commander, if the brother would wait a few minutes he
would find out which side I am on. I hope that the motion to reconsider will pre
vail, and if the question oomes up again I will be prepared to say something on it,
as probably other brothers will be. That is all I have to say now.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: I just want to say, Com
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W.
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mander, that I offer this motion to reconsider at the request of a delegation that
voted against the motion yesterday.
The Pbesidinq Offices: All those in favor of the motion will signify so by the
nsnal sign of the Order. The Adjutant General will count. Those of contrary
opinion, by the same sign.
The Adjutant General reported 37 voting in the affirmative; in the negative, 8.
The Pbesidino Offices: The motion is carried by a vote of 37 to 8.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Polxitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I understand
the motion of yesterday is now before us. I give way to Brother Rooney, of Massa
chusetts.
BEBTOBATION OF FOBMEB TITLES

TO CAMP OFFICEBB.

Commander, I would like to move that the re
port of the Committee on Constitution be amended in this manner: That the Camp
Constitution be so amended that in every section where the titles Camp Commander,
Senior Vice-Camp Commander, and Junior Vice-Camp Commander occur the titles
of Captain, First Lieutenant, and Second Lieutenant, respectively, be substituted
therefor. This is the resolution as adopted by the Division of Massachusetts at its
last Encampment.
The Division of Massachusetts voted against the resolution for
the restoration of titles generally, being only instructed in so far as Camp officers are
concerned. Though they were troubled in the Massachusetts Division, they will be
satisfied if this resolution is passed, and
think it is the opinion of most of the
other brothers here present, that it will be best to allow this amendment to prevail
at the present time. That is the reason I make this motion.
Counoilman-in-Chief Wm. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Commander, I second
the motion.
Commandant Geo. H. Htjblbut, of Illinois: Commander, this question being
now properly before the house, I believe it is eminently proper that I should be
heard early in the movement; I may save you a great deal of trouble.
Every mem
ber of thiB Commandery-in-Chief will certainly substantiate the statement I make
that there is no one on this floor who is more deeply interested, or who more strongly
believes in the retention of the titles as they are at the present time, than I do; but
I am also well aware, from an experience of one year, nearly, and from the expres
sions which have come up from the Divisions in this Order, that there is a strong
feeling in some parts of the United States against the present titles. Brothers, I do
not want to be considered as legislating for one Division or for another. I do not want
to be considered as legislating for any bad idea, and while it is contrary to my ear
nest conviction to make this change, I say to you, possibly as the representative of
the military rank in this Encampment, that I am willing that the change shall be
made, bo far as relates to Camp offioers; that I will not oppose it.
I believe that
this statement is due to the Encampment and to myself, from the position which
have held, and which I have taken on this question; and I only make it, and I only
take this view, for the good of the Order of the Sons of Veterans.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I certainly feel that
this is a concession from the brothers who have been opposed to military titles in
the Order; but yet I feel that we have not gone quite far enough, and I think we
can safely and consistently apply the same amendment to officers of Divisions.
therefore move you, as an amendment to the motion of Brother Rooney, that sec
tion 1, article IV, of the Division Constitution, be amended so as to read:
"Section 1. The Officers of the Division shall consist of a Colonel. Lieutenant
Colonel, Major, a Surgeon, a Chaplain, Adjutant," etc.
Chabi.es L. Witham, of Maine: Commander, I second the'motion.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I hope [that the
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts:
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amendment will not be adopted. I believe that the Order of the Sons of Veterans
is on a better footing to-day than ever before, and I believe it is due to the fact that
we have out off the Generals, and the Colonels, and the Lieutenant Colonels, and the
Majors, who were becoming so numerous that privates in the Order were scarce.
believe the cutting off of those titles has strengthened us; and I don't want to see
them restored.
Inspeotob Genebal Henby Feazee, of Ohio: Commander, I call the gentleman
to order. The chair has not yet put the question on the amendment.
The Pbesidinq Offices: The ohair will put the question. It is moved and
seconded to amend Brother Rooney's motion, so that the restoration of military
titles will apply to Division offloers.
Junior Vioe-Commander-in-Chief Bookwalter
has the floor.
Commander, I certainly hope
Junzob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
Bookwalteb:
the Commandery will not take this action. The ohief argument advanced by
the advocates of military titles is, that the abolishment of them has destroyed in
terest in the Camps, and they say that is the fact because the majority of the officers
in the Camps are young men, and, to them, the titles of Captain, First and Second
Lieutenant mean something more than Commander and Senior and Junior ViceCommander; that the titles of Captain and First and Seoond Lieutenant appeal to
the military instinct that is in the heart of young men, and therefore these titles
But, gentlemen, is it
should be given back. J am willing to concede that muoh.
not a fact that, when you have reached your Division officers, you have selected men
of sufficient age to be no longer pleased with the rattle of tinsel and spangles f The
men you select for Division Commanders certainly are not anxious to parade
through the community wearing a Colonel's shoulder-straps. I would be willing to
be called Division Commander, but I would not want to be called Colonel of a Di
vision. I have had the experience.
am 12 years older than the average age in
this Order. I have been called General — and I am known rather extensively in my
own State — and never yet have failed to Bee a look of derision or smile of amuse
ment pass over the face of an old soldier when I was introduced to him as General
I never was introduced to an old soldier as such that I did not feel
Bookwalter.
like apologizing for the fact that carried that title.
I am very glad to-day that the officers of this Commandery can go about with
out titles, and without wearing shoulder-straps that will bring them into deri
sion and general contempt.
Last evening a little thing happened that caused
me to congratulate myself that the organization
had had the extreme good
sense to abolish these titles, or, rather, confine them all to the military rank.
Silting at the table alongside of me, at the hotel yesterday evening at sup
per, was a gentleman with a single star in a blue field on his shoulder. On
the opposite side of the table was a man who also wore the shoulder-straps
of the United States regular army. One was General Merritt, commander of
this department; the other was a colonel in the regular army. Sitting across
the way was one of the brothers of our Order, who was living up to the rules of
the organization, possibly.
He had on his breast a rank strap, with three stars.
At another table sat another brother* hardly as old as I am, who wore a shoulderAt the next table sat another brother, no older than the first,
strap with two stars.
I say that the assumption of such titles and
and he wore a brigadier general's stars.
decorations, by us, is going to bring us into disrepute in the community.
If you
want to give the young men titles, as captain, and first and second lieutenant, we
will do it; but, for God's sake, don't let us manufacture any more colonels or gen
We have got enough line officers, as it stands.
erals.
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Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Polxitt, of New Jersey: Commander, if
me, I will begin with a quotation:

the brothers

will permit

"Vice Is a monster of such hideous mien,
That to be hated needs but to be seen.
But seen too oft\ familiar with Its face,
We first pity, then endure, then embrace."

I call your attention to one Division in onr Order that has had introduced into
it, in common with other Divisions of the Order, a good deal of "vice;" they have
Senior Vice Division Commanders, and Junior Vice Division Commanders, and Sen
ior Vice Camp Commanders, and Junior Vice Camp Commanders. All the Camps
in that Division have a Senior Vice and a Junior Vice, and the result is that the Di
vision of Illinois, instead of showing up here as it did a year ago, is away down
about half what she was. What is the reason?
Geo. H. Hcblbut, of Illinois: I will tell you what the reason is, if you will give
me a minute.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W, Polxitt, of New Jersey: The reason is, the changes
that were made a year ago —

E. W. Kbackowizeb of Wisconsin: Commander, I rise to a point of order. The
brother has no right to the floor.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, he has, if I
give him the floor; and I am willing to give him the floor and have the time taken
out of my five minutes. I want to say, as I said to the Commandery-in-Chief a year
You have a Camp Commander. Who
ago, I told you how this thing would work.
sits at his right hand? The First Sergeant. Who sits at his left? A Quartermas
ter Sergeant. Who sits down in front? A Sergeant of the Guard, with chevrons on
his arm. Who is on the other side? The Color Sergeant.
Juniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I want to say that
we are willing to conoede the titles of Captain and First and Second Lieutenants to
Camp officers, but we do n't want any more Colonels or Generals.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Polliti, of New Jersey: Then, Commander, let us

go higher, where we can hit somebody. I held a year ago, at Minneapolis, that if we
to change the titles of the officers, instead of having an Adjutant Gen
eral we should have a National Secretary; instead of a Quartermaster General we
should have a National Treasurer; instead of having an Inspeotor General we should
have a National Inspector.
I tell you, Commander-in-Chief, you have got almost as
many Generals now as you had a year ago, and Colonel Bookwalter can see almost
as many brothers with shoulder-straps on now as he could then. He has n't shoul
der-straps on his shoulders, neither have you on your shoulders, but you could have
them.
There are brothers sitting in this Encampment wearing the insignia of Col
onels, Captains, and Lieutenants.
Where do they get the right to wear them ? Now,
consistent,
there is such a thing as being
and such a thing as being inconsistent;
and I want to say to Brother Bookwalter this: that there are people in this country
of ours who make it their business to deride everything that they cannot get into.
There is a large portion of the population of this country who cannot join this
Order, and therefore they critioise it. We can call ourselves whatever we like; no
matter what name we adopt, whether we give ourselves ridiculous titles or no titles
at all, they will not be satisfied. Not a bit of it. That is the way I feel about the
matter. Here is my friend Drake, who has command of about a thousand men.
He does work enough to entitle him to be called Colonel.
I have had the same sort of experience that Colonel Bookwalter speaks of. I
have been introduced as "General Pollitt," and I have seen noses go up. I have
had them look nt me as a curiosity.
I have stood it; I don't weigh a particle less
were going
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than I did.
can stand things like that. When Brother Bookwalter gets abont
eight years older — abont as old as am now — he will be nsed to it. I tell yon that
jnst as soon as we make up our minds that we don't care what anybody outside of
this organization says, as soon as we make up our minds that we are running this
thing to suit ourselves and not to suit outsiders, the better it will be for us; then
we will begin to draw. I say nothing against the military rank.
If they want to
have what my friends in the Odd Fellows and other Orders call " fuss and feathers,"
they can have it. Now, I have not said anything about giving anybody the right to
wear shoulder-straps, but here are men sitting in this hall to-day representing Divi
sions who have got the rank strap — the eagle on. Where did they get the right to
wear them? The Constitution gives them that right.
Commander Louis L. Dbake, of New Jersey: Commander, I am opposed to any
brothers wearing any title above that of Colonel. I am not prepared at this time,
myself, to vote in favor of having Colonels, but there are three amusing matters
that have come np here in regard to these Generals and Colonels and the rest of
them.
One is a fact that Brother Bookwalter failed to mention about his little ex
perience last night. He talked about sitting by a General of the United States
We also sat near an officer that did not wear the rank of General ,
army, there.
but did wear the rank of Colonel, and
asked him what he was Colonel of, and he
replied that he was Colonel of the Sons of Veterans' Guards. Do n't that reflect
The Colonel of the
just as much on our Order as to have a Colonel of Division?
Sons of Veterans' Guards may have a command of 250 men; the Colonel of a Divi
sion 1,000 or 1,500 men. Now let him answer that question. Why is it right to call
a man Colonel because he commands 250 men when you cannot call him Colonel
when he commands 1,000 or 1,500 men? I don't want to be called Colonel myself ;
I do n't care anything about it. My Division won't call me anything else but Colo
nel, bnt do n't want to be called Colonel. I am a private in the finest militia regiment
in this country, and I would rather be a private in that regiment than be Colonel in
I have had repeatedly offered me in the State of New York a commis
any Division.
sioned office, and if I wanted to wear rank straps I need not have gone without them;
but I don't want anything of that kind. I do want to see consistency in this thing,
If we are
and let us have it. If we are going to have Colonels, let us have them.
Don't let one man wear them and
not going to have Colonels, let 's not have them.
have these people on the outside run us down for something one man is doing.
The reflection will come on the whole Order just as much if we have Colonels in the
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Sons of Veterans' Guards, as if we had Colonels of Divisions.
Commander Walter E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I don't believe
there is any one in this Encampment that does not realize the importance of this
subject. Wre have had trouble enough in getting the Grand Army of the Republic
to our side. They claimed that we were taking their honors away from them; we
claimed we were not. But here we come deliberately and take their titles. Now
the Grand Army in Pennsylvania does not stand by us in that, and they have passed
resolution after resolution condemning it, and we have got to face the music all the
time. I am in favor of returning to the old titles.
The Commander-in-Chief resumed command.
James B. Patbiok, of Missouri: Commander, if we restore the titles of Captain,
First and Second Lieutenant in the Camps, I think it is no more than proper we
It seems to me it is not military
should restore the military titles in the Divisions.
think we should do the thing
for a Captain of a Camp to report to a Commander.
up in military style, and commence down at the bottom and go up in regular military
order.
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I am not personally interested in this
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matter, because I never expect to be a Captain, I never expect to be a Colo
nel, or a General, or a Commander-in-Chief, but I have a good deal of pride in
If we are
the Order, and I am tired of seeing a conglomeration of these titles.
going to have military titles, let us have them from the ground up; and if we are
not going to have them, let us discard them altogether. If we are going to wear
uniforms, let us wear a strictly military uniform; and if we are not going to wear
uniforms, let us not have any in the Order. What is the sense of having a Captain
of a Camp, and a Quartermaster Sergeant, and a Sergeant of the Guard, and all
these things, as far as the Camp is concerned, and then, when we come to the next
higher division of the Order, have compromise titles attached to the various offices,
just simply to accommodate somebody who may turn up their noses at us and say
we are not entitled to the various military titles that we assume?
I do n't believe in any such thing as that. This state of affairs has obtained
simply because we have been trying to accommodate ourselves to the notion of
somebody outside of our Order. If there had never been any such objection as this
from the Grand Army and from the National Guard of the various States, and from
these military organizations — if there had not been these objections, I say, we would
have strict military titles from the bottom to the top; but as it is, we have been try
ing to accommodate ourselves to their wishes, to their whims, and the result is, we
have Captains of Camps in some places, we have shoulder-straps in some places,
and we have Camp Commanders in some places, and in some places we do n't have
shoulder-straps. Brothers don't know what to wear, or what to call themselves.
Why
do n't see why we can't have uniformity in this matter of dress and titles.
cannot we have uniformity from the word " go " ? I realize that in the National Guard
they adhere to discipline.
They have rules and regulations as inflexible as the laws
of the Medes and Persians. Our boys went down from Georgetown to Woodsdale
Island, when the sun was broiling down on them at a temperature of 85 degrees in
the shade, and when they appeared on dress parade they had to have their coats
buttoned up, and the officers were very punctilious, as under their rules and regula
tions they ought to be. We ought to be that way in our military affairs, or let us
disoard military affairs altogether and become solely a civic organization, without
Some of us are ready to come up here and wear our
any uniform, without any caps.
civilian Buits, some of us are ready to come without any caps; but let us all come
the same way.
Do n't let us have it so that some of us come here with shoulderstraps, and others, just as much entitled to wear them, must leave them off; some
with blue stripes on their breeches, and some with white, and some with red — a
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hodge-podge from beginning to end. Let us have uniformity in this matter. It
looks to me that we ought to be able, as men of sense, as men of ability, to do
I believe that we are just as much
something in this matter that would be sensible.
entitled to be called General and Colonel as we are entitled to wear a blue coat with
brass buttons on it. Every blue coat with brass buttons on it is a military coat,
and so is your General and Colonel a military title. If we are not to wear one,
neither ought we to wear the other.
Do n't mix the thing up in this ridiculous way
and make ourselves the laughing-stock of the community, ridiculous in our own
eyes, as well as the eyes of the world.
Skniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
Fulleb: Commander and brothers, I think
this is a serious subject; one about which men are apt to get away from the facts
and make a great many misstatements, as it were.
Our Constitution, as it stands
to-day, is very plain and concise as to what the uniform of this Order is; very
plain and concise as to what the titles are; in every reBpect more so than it was be
fore the revision a year ago. Talk about hodge-podge! the provisions in the Con
stitution, as it was up to a year ago, could bring about nothing else. But the
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Constitution as we have it to-day, if lived np to, means uniformity and nothing else.
One or two brothers have made a comparison between the Division Commander and
the Colonel in the Sons of Veterans' Gnards, and said: "Here is a man — the Com
mander of a Division — who commands 2,500 or 5,000 men, who is only called a Di
vision Commander; and here is a man, sitting next to him, who only commands 250
men. and he is a Colonel."
The difference is this: the man who is in command of
the 250 men, or, more properly, 400 men, is there because he has the necessary abil
The man
ity of a Colonel commanding 400 men, under any practical conditions.
that is in command of the 2,500 men in his Division need not have one particle of
I served one year as Commander of a Division. In only one hour
military ability.
of that 3G5 days did my duty require any military ability, and that was when I took
All the rest of the hours and days and
part in the parade of the Encampment.
months of labor that
put in for that Division was work that was parliamentary
and executive, or of that nature. Why should I be called a Colonel for doing that
sort of work?
One thing that most of the brothers speaking on this subject in fa
vor of restoring the titles say is, that the Grand Army are opposed to our taking
their titles. The Grand Army of the Republic of this country are not opposed to it.
They are glad we have done it. There is a feeling in the Grand Army to-day that
we are to succeed them.
I will grant yon that five years ago there was a feeling
against it; and had we done five years ago what we did last year, they would have
said, "Boys, we do n't want you to do this;" but to-day we stand in the good graces
of the Grand Army of the Republic throughout this country, from the national body
down, and I claim that the Grand Army of the Republic, almost without exception,
are glad we have made these changes, and many of them, whose attention I have
called to it, have expressed the opinion that we have made one good, solid, substan
tial move forward. We all know, every one of ub —
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Polliit, of New Jersey: Commander, I would like
to ask the brother a question. How long since we have been in the good graces of
the Grand Army of the Republic? when did we begin to get in?
Fijllee: I understand we are in their good
Seniok Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
graces to-day.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pomn, of New Jersey: When did it begin? how
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long ago?
Senior Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Fulleb: Three years ago.
Chaplain-in-Chief Geo. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Two years before these
changes were made?
Seniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
Fulleb: Commander, I am speaking gener
Those men
ally. There is another thing about the Grand Army of the Republic.
meet, and we hear them call each other Captain or Major or Colonel.
Every one of
those men earned the right to wear the title by services during the war, almost with
out exception. Is it not reasonable to suppose that we, in permitting ourselves to
be called Colonels and Captains, and everything of that kind, without any military
ability, without having earned the distinction by any military service — is it not rea
sonable that those men should think down in their hearts it is not right? I know
one man who lives in Wisconsin, one of the most prominent members of the Grand
Army of the Republic, a Past Commander-in-Chief, General Fairchild; he has told
me several times, at the meetings of the Loyal Legion, that he could never put his
heart in the Sons of Veterans, because he did not like the titles; and he knows of a
hundred other Grand Army people who felt the same way. If these Colonels in the
Sons of Veterans' Guards have, with their title, command of 400 armed, uniformed
and equipped men, soldiers in every sense of the word, then the title is not empty,
and the Grand Army men would not object to it; and the man who bears it is enti
tled to the respect of the Sons of Veterans, and of every intelligent man.
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C. D. Roonet, of Massachusetts: Commander, I simply want to say that the ar
gument advanced in regard to the restoration of titles for Camp officers in our State
may simplify this matter a little bit. Some of the brothers who have spoken have said
I do n't believe that. I have seen policemen wearing
that blue coats are military.
blue coats with brass buttons. But to come down to facts.
There are in our Order
just 31 Division Commanders; there are some 7,000 or 8,000 Camp Commanders.
Now, Division Commander is opposed to Department Commander in the Grand
Army of the Republic, and their Department Commander is opposed to our Division
Commander. You will find the title of Camp Commander is shortened to Com
mander every time, and in this way is liable to conflict or be confused with the cor
responding office in the Grand Army, while there is not much danger of confusion
That is
between the titles of Department Commander and Division Commander.
the argument in favor of changing the lower titles back to Captain, First and Sec
ond Lieutenant.
Now, it seems to me, if we would concede the part — the little part that is asked
for in relation to Camps — that might be well, and it does not bring about the crea
tion of so many officers of high rank. It simply gives to these men who are work
ing hard for the Order, in their limited field, the titles of Captain, and First and
Now the title of Captain is nearly as much civil as militarySecond Lieutenants.
There are captains of steamboats, captains in the fire departments, and captains of
police stations, and captains of various kinds, so that it cannot be called strictly a
military title like Colonel, which is in all things a military title, and should be borne
only by those who command armed men. This is the argument in favor of restor
ing the titles of Camp commanders; and it seems to me, if the subject is considered
in this way, it will clear up the whole difficulty, so far as giving the titles back to
Camps and letting the titles of Division officers remain as they are is concerned.
Commander E. A. Wells, of Illinois: Commander, if this organization is to be
kept alive by exploiting titles, let us give titles commensurate with the number of
men commanded. As Commander of the Division of Illinois,
am the Commander
of 5,000 men. Now whoever heard of a colonel commanding 5,000 men, or a Division?
In a great many Camps in our State, as well as in the other States in the country,
there are only from 10 to 40 members.
Whoever heard of a captain — from a mili
—
We are making ourselves
tary stand-point
commanding 10 men ? It is ridiculous.
We are criticised by military men.
I desire to
the laughing-stock of the country.
We have no right to have the
say that I am opposed to the restoration of the titles.
titles unless we command an armed body of men. We should not wear the titles
The work of the Commander of a Division
unless we have something back of them.
is mostly clerical and not military, and does not justify him in assuming military
title. Therefore, I say, I am opposed to the restoration of titles.
F. F. Dbake, of Indiana: Commander, some men are born great, and others
For myself, I care nothing for that strange spell
have greatness thrust upon them.
called "a name" that carries nothing with it but the name.
Why call a man a col
onel who has not an idea about military tactics, and cannot command a company
decently and respectably upon the parade ground? There seems to be upon the part
of a great many of the brothers a desire for these titles of captain, colonel, general,
and all these titles of military rank. I believe they are right and proper in their
I believe in calling a spade
place. I believe in calling things by their right names.
a spade, and not "an instrument for elevating terra firma."
If we desire these titles,
if we desire to be called captain, or colonel, or general, the only way we can wear
these titles, and not have the noses of military men and civilians both turned up at
us, is to go into the United States army or navy, or into the Sons of Veterans' Guards,
or into the militia of the State, and honestly and faithfully earn them by working
up to the top.

I
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Past Commander H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, I have jnst one
did not intend to say anything, bnt statements have
word to say on this matter.
been made on this floor that clearly show that the men who make them are less en
titled to military titles than I thought they were, because they show absolute ignor
ance about military matters. The statement was made about the First Sergeant
sitting on the right and the Quartermaster Sergeant on the left of the Com
mander, and this statement used to illustrate the inoongruity and inconsistency of
the present titles, under the assumption that the title "Commander" is not military
and First Sergeant and Quartermaster Sergeant are. I would like to state to the
brothers that the word "commander" is a very broad word, and is used in a military
Grant was
sense, and applied to whoever commands a body of men — 50 or more.
called commander when he oommanded the army of the United States; Sherman
was a commander when he commanded the army on its march through Georgia.
Now, statements have also been made in regard to the numerous uniforms that
Some of
are worn by the members of our Order, and the necessity for uniformity.
The fact is, a diversity of uniforms is
these brothers are fighting these uniforms.
If men belong to different branches of the service they wear dif
strictly military.
ferent uniforms.
If they belong to the infantry they wear a certain uniform. If
If they belong to the
they belong to the artillery they wear another uniform.
cavalry they wear still a different uniform; but they are all governed by the regula
tions of the United States army; and so in relation to this Order. The members of
Those members who appear in
the Guard are entitled to wear a certain uniform.
this room who are not members of the Sons of Veterans' Guards, and who are wear
ing shoulder-straps and are not entitled to them, are the ones that are breaking the
Constitution, and not the military rank. Any one who has any conception of what
■shoulder-straps mean is not going to make himself ridiculous on the street by
wearing them when he knows he is not entitled to do so. You might just as well
attempt to make a man a doctor, who has never been near a medical college, by call
ing him " doctor," as to make captains and colonels and generals of men who know
nothing about military matters by giving them these titles. When I meet a man
who knows nothing about medicine, who calls himself a doctor, I have a feeling of
contempt for him; whereas, on the other hand, if I meet a man who has just got
through college and is struggling to gain all the information and knowledge he can,
and who is not pretending to know it all, feel a respect for him, and am willing to

I

I

give him my hand and help him along.
The same feeling prevails among the officers of the United States army. You
meet an officer of the United States army, and 9 times out of 10 you are wearing
shoulder-straps that excel his in rank. General Merritt, commanding this depart
ment, is a colonel of infantry in the United States army, and a number of members
of our Order are wearing shoulder-straps excelling his in rank. If that Colonel had
not known who these persons were, he would have been compelled, by the army reg
ulations, to salute them when he met them on the street or elsewhere, because they
wore the regulation shoulder-strap of the United States army. If an army officer
meets a young man, whom he knows has done nothing whatever to earn the title,
wearing on his shoulder a strap that excels his in rank, what feeling can he have but
contempt? He knows he has gone through years of toil and trouble and hardship
to get his rank, and he could only feel that that man is sailing under false colors, is
a wolf in sheep's clothing, who is not entitled to the respect of anyone, and he has a
contempt for him, and for the Order that allows him to so decorate himself. On the
other hand, when he meets a member of the National Guard who has worked his
way up to a captaincy, or colonelcy, and is commander of 200 or 300 men who are
uniformed, armed, equipped, drilled, and can go out and go through all the evolu
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tions of the drill, he respeots that man as a younger brother. He knows he has done
some work for his title, and that it represents something, and that he is not olaiming
anything which he is not entitled to.
The statement has also been made that the Commander of a Division is better
entitled to be called Colonel, because he oommands 500 or 600 or 1,000 men, than the
Colonel in the S. V. Guards, who may only command a few hundred. All I have to
say about that is, that yon might as well say that the foreman of works like that of
Carnegie's, at Homestead, because he has control of 3,000, or 4,000, or 5.000 men,
should be called a major general. It would be just as consistent to call the mana
ger of Carnegie's works a major general, because he has charge of that number of
men, as to call Division Commanders colonels because of the number of men in their
Divisions.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I want to say a few words
in behalf of the Division of Missouri.
There have been arguments made on both
sides of this question, and I may say I never heard more ridiculous arguments or
more nonsense in my life. For instance, Brother Baguley just now used the argu
ment in regard to the drug business. I have the honor to be engaged in the drug
business myself, and if we took the time to stop and resent it every time a man is
called doctor who has no right to be called doctor, we would not have much chance
to make pills or anything else.
Past Commander H. B. Baquley, of West Virginia: Commander, I would like to
I didn't refer to men who are simply called doctor; but referred to men
explain.
who put "Doctor"' on their signs and call themselves doctors, who are not entitled
to.
Of course, if a man calls me "General," I can't help that: neither can a man
who is called "Doctor."
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, the argument used in ■
that respect I don't think amounts to a great deal, that is, in regard to men who
call themselves doctors, who are not entitled to call themselves doctors. Now we,
in Missouri, are a kind of backwoods Division, but we have 2,500 men about, who
believe that the Sons of Veterans can manage their own affairs; and we don't care,
as long as we do, or try to do, the best we know how, how many so-called respectable
men turn up their noses on the outside. The Camps, in our Division, number about
2,500 men; and, at the Division Encampment, they expressed themselves in favor of a
restoration of the titles. As far as I am concerned, it makes no difference to me.
have worked for the right to wear my title.
I have earned the right from the National
Guard, and I cannot earn it any more; but, in deference to the wishes'of the Missouri
Division, to a man, and, not only that, in deference to the wishes of the great majority
of the members of the Order to-day, I am for the restoration of titles, and, it seems
In all our En
to me, that in this Encampment the tail is trying to wag the dog.
campments, a great many members get up on the floor, in the Commandery-in-Chief,
and have a great deal to say; and, when they go home, what do they do? They pay
their dues: but when it comes down to the actual work of the Camp, they are not
"in it."
Now, as I said before, the majority of the membership of the Order desire these
titles; and the members who, in a good many cases in a general way oppose the
restoration of titles are men who are not real workers in the Order. Take the
Missouri Division.
The real workers in the Order are the rank and file, the men
who compose the Division.
They are the men who are asking this Commandery-inC'hief, through representatives of their Division, for the restoration of something
which they, in their judgment, think they are entitled to.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwaltek: Commander, the brother says
the men that come here and do the talking on the other side of this question are not

I
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Does it necessarily follow that the men who are do
ing the talking on his side of the question are the hard-working men of the Order?
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander,
did not say that. I
said some of the men. I did not say that was one of the hard-working men of
the Order. I did not say that I did any work at all.
I don't do any work.
But what I want to say is, that I don't
have an Adjutant who does my work.
think, as the representative of this Order at large, that the Commandery-inChief has any right to ignore the requests for the restoration of titles that have
oome up here from all the Divisions.
It may be a simple thing to members of
Camps. In my Division, at least, they seem to take pride in addressing their offi
cers as Captain or Lieutenant.
That may be wrong, it may not do any good; but
if it don't do any harm, and gives them any pleasure, why not give them the privi
lege?
Going further, my title, as the Constitution gives it — and if you notice I
wear no shoulder-straps — my title is Commander; yet where I am called Com
mander in the State of Missouri once
am called Colonel a hundred times. That is
an indication of the general desire of the people of our Division.
The members of
our Division take more delight in addressing their Division officers as Colonel and
Lieutenant Colonel, and Major, keeping up the strict military titles, than they do in
applying the titles that were given to these officers at the Minneapolis Encampment.
The Senior Vice-Commander here, I believe, said he had talked with members of
the Grand Army.
will admit that, in some departments, resolutions have been
offered indorsing the action of the Commandery-in-Chief on this subject, in regard
to Commander and Senior and Junior Vice-Commanders; but, on the other hand,
there are some members of the Grand Army to-day who would much prefer the res
toration of our old titles, and the dropping of their titles, claiming that we have
no right to assume the titles of the Grand Army of the Republic, something they
have instituted — that is, Commanders, Senior and Junior Vice-Commanders.
In the
city of St. Louis —
The Command eb-in-Chtef: The brother's time has expired. Will Brother Ray
mond be permitted to proceed by unanimous consent?
Inspectob Genebal H. Fbazke, of Ohio: Commander, will object, unless I am
recognized as next entitled to the floor.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Frazee willnotbereoognized
as next entitled
to the floor, and has no right to make such a request. Is there unanimous consent
that Brother Raymond may proceed?
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I do not wish to appear
in opposition to brothers.
am surprised that any brother on this floor should
deny any other brother the right to express his views when consent was asked that
he might go on; but, in conformity with the rule,
will sit down.
Commander Sweetland, of Rhode Island: Commander, I rise to make a very few
remarks. What I have to say is simply this: That I am here instructed by the State
I
of Rhode Island, by vote of our Encampment, to vote that the titles be restored.
do not care particularly about this thing, but when my Division instructed me, I
I say it
feel it my duty to endeavor, as far as possible, to carry out their wishes.
do n't make any difference to me, but I do want to say that our Division in the
State of Rhode Island want the titles restored, so that the members of the Order can
look up to their officers and call them Colonel, Lieutenant Colonel, Major, and Cap
tain, instead of Division Commander, Junior and Senior Vice-Division Commander
and all that sort of thing, and I hope this Encampment will vote so. I am here,
under instructions from the Division of Rhode Island, to work for the restoration
of all the old titles clear through. I simply want to make that statement.
Inspectob Genebal Fbazee, of Ohio: Commander, I believe there has been a
the working men of the Order.

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
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good deal of valuable time consumed by the arguments, pro and con, on this ques
tion, and I think every delegate in this Encampment has had time enough to make
up his mind whether or not he wants the floor, and how he wants to vote, and there
fore I move you the previous question.
W. A. Andbews, of Connecticut: Commander, I second the motion for the pre
vious question.
W. M. Owen, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion for the previous ques
tion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Frazee, of Ohio, moves the previous ques
tion, and the motion is seconded by Brother Andrews, of Connecticut, and Brother
All those
Owen, of Illinois. The question is, Shall the main question now be put?
in favor of the motion will signify the same by the usual sign. Those opposed. It
seems to be, and is, carried.
The question now before the house, as the chair un
derstands it, is upon the amendment from Missouri, that the old Division titles be
restored in lieu of Division Commander, and Junior and Senior Vice-Division
Commander. All those in favor of the amendment will signify so by rising to their
feet.
The Adjutant General will count. Those opposed will now rise.
The Adjutant General reported 44 voting in the affirmative; in the negative, 40.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The amendment is adopted by a vote of 44 to 40.
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I rise to a point
of information.
I want to ask the chair whether or not the Constitution does not
require that amendments to the Constitution Bhall receive a two-thirds vote, in
order to be adopted?
The Commandeb-in -Chief: The Constitution does so require; but the chair does
not think this is an amendment to the Constitution.
It is an amendment to a
pending motion. The question now reours upon the motion as amended, which is,
that the old titles in Camps and Divisions be restored, and upon this question a
two-thirds vote is required.
Councilman-in-Chief
Isaac Cutteb, of Illinois: Commander, is there no way by
which we can divide that motion, so as to vote in favor of restoring the Camp titles
and against restoring the titles in Divisions?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is not. Now — if brothers will allow the chair
to make a suggestion — I think the house has probably made a mistake here in
uniting these two motions. I think, if you want to accomplish anything, you will
have to separate

them.

E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, that time has gone by. They
would have this amendment made; now we will vote on the motion as they have
amended it.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, move a reconsid
eration of the vote just taken.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I second the motion.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I move to lay that
motion on the table.
Past Commander W. E. Bundt, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The main question has been ordered.
The question has been put upon the amend
ment and the amendment has been carried, and the original motion, as amended, is
now before the house, and nothing else.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken. The question is
upon the original motion, as amended.
All those in favor of —

I

Commander W. S. Obebdokf, of New York: Commander,

I

call for the ayes and

noes on this question.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

All

those in favor of the original motion, as amended,
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restoring the old titles to Camp and Division officers, will vote in the affirmative;
those opposed will vote in the negative. A roll-call is demanded by Brother Oberdorf, of New York. Is the demand for the call of the roll seconded by members
from two Divisions?
C. L. Witham, of Maine: Commander, I second the demand for a call of the roll.
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: Commander, I second the demand for a rollcall on this question.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll, and reported number of votes cast, 85;
necessary to constitute a two-thirds vote, 57; in the affirmative, 46; in the negative,
39.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion, failing to receive the neoessary twothirds majority, is lost.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in -Chief Bookwalteb: Commander,
move we now
take a recess until 9 o'clock to-morrow morning.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion is not seconded.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I desire to move that
that section of the Constitution relating to the titles of Camp officers be amended
so as to restore the titles of Captain and First and Second Lieutenant in place of
Camp Commander and Junior and Senior Vice-Camp Commander.
Wm. A. Andbews, of Connecticut: Commander, I second the motion.
Past Commander H. B. Baouley, of West Virginia: Commander, I move to lay
that motion on the table.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The motion to lay on the table is not seconded.
It
is moved and seconded that those sections providing for the titles of Camp officers
be amended by substituting for the present titles the corresponding titles of Cap
tain, First and Second Lieutenant.
Any remarks?
Past Commander H. B. Baguley, of West Virginia: Commander, I move the
Commandery do now take recess until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.
Commander Filmobe Musses, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the Commandery-inChief do now take recess until 9 o'clock to-morrow morning.
Any remarks? All
-those in favor of the motion to take a recess will signify the same by the usual vot
ing sign of the Order. Those opposed, the same sign. The motion seems to be lost.
It is lost. A division is called for. All those in favor of taking a recess until 9
o'clock to-morrow morning will please rise.
The Adjutant General will count.
Those opposed to the motion for a recess will please rise. The motion is lost by a
vote of 22 to 47. Is there any discussion upon the motion in regard to the amend
ment of the Constitution with reference to the title of Camp officers?
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I move the pre
vious question.
Commander Winfeld Scott Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I second
the motion.
William A. Andbews, of Connecticut: Commander, I also second the motion
for the previous question.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The previous question is moved by Chaplain-inChief Pollitt, and seconded by members from two Divisions.
The question is, Shall
the main question now be put? All those in favor will signify so by the usual sign.
Those opposed. It is carried. The question is now upon the adoption of the pro
posed amendment amending the Constitution in relation to the titles of Camp offi

I

cers.

Chaplain-in-Chief Geoboe W.

Pollitt,

of New Jersey:

I

ask for a rising vote.
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Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: I demand a call of the roll.
The Commandee-in-Chief: The Adjutant General will call the roll.
E, H. Bookwaltee, of Indiana: Commander, in order that the brothers may vote
intelligently, I suggest that you state the motion again.
Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion provides for the amendment of such sections
of the Constitution as specify the titles of Camp officers, by substituting for the
present titles of Camp Commander, Senior Vioe-Camp Commander, and Junior
Vice-Camp Commander, the titles of Captain, First Lieutenant and Second Lieu
tenant. An affirmative vote is for such amendment.
The Adjutant General will call the roll and announce the vote.
The Adjutant General called the roll and reported: Total number of votes cast,
82; in the affirmative, 63; in the negative, 19.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The amendment to the Constitution, having received
more than a two-thirds vote, is adopted.
Juniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I move you we
now take recess until 9 o'clock a. m.
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I rise to a point of order. My
point of order is, that the decision of the chair is not correct. On page 45 of the
Constitution, we read that a two-thirds vote of the members reported present and
entitled to vote is necessary to amend — not a two-thirds vote of those present
and voting; but a two-thirds vote of those reported present and entitled to vote,
and since 63 is not two-thirds of 95, the motion is lost.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Adjutant General reports 94 present and en
titled to vote.
E. \V. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Bro. F. J. Walthers has been added to the
roll since, and that makes it 95.
The Commandeb- in-Chief: The Commander-in-Chief will declare the point of
order not well taken.
J. B. Patbiok, of Missouri: Commander, I move that the Commandery-in-Chief
now take recess until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that we do now take recess
until 9 o'clock to-morrow morning —

I

E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, would like to call your atten
tion to page 37 of the Constitution.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is there any discussion on the motion to adjourn.
rise to a point of order.
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander,
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, my point of order is this, that
section 5, article III, of the Constitution, on page 37, says: 'A majority of all the
officers and representatives reported present and entitled to vote in the Command
ery-in-Chief shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of all business, except
amendments to the Constitution, Rules, and Regulations, and Ritual, as provided in
article VIII of this chapter;" and article VIII says: "The Constitution, Rules and
Regulations and Ritual of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., shall only be altered or
amended by the Commandery-in-Chief by a two-thirds vote of the members reported
present and entitled to vote." My point of order is, that the amendment was not
adopted by a two-thirds vote, as prescribed by the Constitution.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair rules that the point of order is not well
taken. If the brother desires to appeal from the decision of the chair, he may

I

do so.

E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin:

Commander,

I do

appeal from the decision of

PROCEEDINGS.

255

the chair, and ask the chair himself to read the article

in

the Constitution

npon that

subjeot.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will the brother who moved the recess until to-mor
row morning withdraw his motion while the chair pats the question on the appeal
of the brother from Wisoonsinf [The question was demanded.] All those in favor
of the motion to take a recess until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock will signify so
by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be oarried — it is carried; and re
cess is declared until to-morrow morning at 9 o'olock.

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION.
August 12, 1892, 9 o'clock A. m.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The Commandery-in-Chief will please come to order.
The Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll, and reported a quorum present.
COMMUNICATION

AND PBESENTATION

FBOM LELAND

J.

WEBB.

The Commandeb-in-Chiee: Brothers, upon arriving here I received a letter from
General Webb, whom we all love and respect, which advised me of his sudden illness in
Denver, and consequent inability to attend the Encampment, and also advised me
that he had sent for presentation to the Commandery-in-Chief a bound volume of
the Sons of Veterans' Advocate, which contains much history of the early days of the
Order; also a copy of the Decisions and Opinions of the Commanders-in-Chief, and
Judge-Advocate Generals of the Grand Army of the Republic, and a file of the Gen
eral Orders of the Third Grand Division, of the Kansas Division, and of the Com
mandery-in-Chief, as issued by Leland J. Webb. On his behalf, I now desire to
present to the Commandery-in Chief these volumes for the records at national
headquarters. Undoubtedly they contain many matters of interest and of value for
future reference, and I trust the receipt of the same will be acknowledged by the
Commandery-in-Chief in a suitable manner — suitable to the value of the books and
suitable to the valued service of him on whose behalf I now present them.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I move that the sincere and
heartfelt thanks of the Commandery-in-Chief be expressed to Past Commander-inChief Webb, and that he be assured that his gift will be aocepted in the hope of its
proving a nucleus of a library of historical interest for the Order.
G. E. Lewis, of Kansas: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief : The Encampment has heard the motion. Is the Enoampment ready for the question? All those in favor of the motion will signify so
by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be carried. It is carried unani
mously. Is there any further new business to come before the Encampment ?
explanation

in beoabd to decision

no. 1 OF

the commandeb-in-chief.

Past Commander H. S. Fosteb, of Vermont: Commander, I would like, in justice
to my predecessor, Commander of the Division of Vermont D. W. Morse, to make a
brief explanation with reference to the request which I made, which brought forth
It might appear from this request that
decision No. 1 of the Commander-in-Chief.
Colonel Morse wished to sit as a member of the Division Council, and that I desired
to prevent him from sitting.
Such was not the oase. So far as I know, Colonel
Morse had no desire or intention to claim a seat in the Division Council, and my
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I wished him
object in making this request was to give him a seat in the Council.
to attend, if possible, and as there seemed to me to be a conflict in the constitu
tional provision on this subject, I requested this decision in view of the fact that
the contingency might arise.
really intended that this request should be private
and not official; but it was undoubtedly properly considered official, and it was un
questionably my fault that it was so considered.

I

ELECTION

OF

OFFICIAL.

BEPOBTEB.

E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I move you the following reso
lution, and in connection with it desire, in a few words, to explain its purpose:
Resolved, That Bro. W. S. Garber be and he is hereby appointed official stenog
rapher of the Order, such appointment to continue until revoked by action of the
Commandery -in-Chief.

Adjutant Genebal Tobias:

Commander,

I take

pleasure in seconding that mo

tion.

E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, it is a fact known to us that
Brother Garber has served us most exoellently for some years past. It may not be
known to all of us that in pursuance of an agreement with the Commander-in-Chief
he has paid his own expenses out here to Helena in order to serve us again. It has
been thought, in view of that fact, and in view of the fact that his services this year
will be rendered at far less expense to the Commandery-in-Chief than if anyone else
had been employed, this appointment should be made.
have nothing further to
say, because I believe nothing further is necessary, and that the resolution will be
unanimously adopted.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Brothers, you have heard the resolution; is there any
discussion? Is the Commandery-in-Chief ready for the question? All those in favor
of the resolution will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be
carried. It is carried. Is there any further new business to come before the En
campment ?
VOTE ON BESTOBATION OF MILITABY TITLES QUESTIONED.

I

E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I want to call attention to the
decision of the Commander-in-Chief, made last evening, in reference to the result of
the vote on the motion to amend the Constitution in relation to the restoration of
titles to Camp offioers.
I think the decision was erroneous. I trust that the Com
mander-in-Chief will make it a matter of record why he must sustain a decision thus
made in the face of what seems to me the mandatory provisions of our Constitution
with reference to the same.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Does the brother from Wisconsin make any motion?
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisoonsin: I move that the Commander-in-Chief be re
quested to state upon what grounds his decision is based; or, in oase he finds his
decision erroneous, that he reverse the decision.
The motion is not sec
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is that motion seconded?
onded.
Is there any further new business to come before the Commandery-in-Chief ?
Past Commander E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, I seoond the motion
made by Brother Krackowizer.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the Commander-inChief be requested to state the grounds for his decision, or else reverse his decision.
Any discussion?
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I sincerely trust
this motion will have no place on our minutes.
think it should not be entertained
or allowed until those who think the Commander-in-Chief made an erroneous deci
sion have exhausted every parliamentary expedient. They have not even appealed.

I
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point of

?

Pollitt. of New Jersey: No, Commander; I did not.
Tobias: Commander, I rise to a point of order, that the
brother who made this motion has not exhausted his remedy by an app»al to this
body from the decision of the chair.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair rales the point of order not well taken
upon ttiat ground.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I rise to a point
of order. My point of order is, that the motion is out of order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair decides the point of order well taken. The
only way by which the brother can obtain an explanation from the chair is by an
appeal, and is not by an instruction or request to the chair.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, the point, as the Commander-inChief will doubtless admit, is this: That in case of an appeal, as soon as the motion
is made and seconded, that precludes all explanation; and inasmuch as the body
seems to be in ignorance as to the point involved, it will be utterly impossible to
fairly sustain the chair, or the appeal from his decision; and it is on that account
that I took this method, in all candor, to get the facts before the body.
J. D.Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I would like to ask a question. I would
like to ask if, in case an appeal is taken to this body from the decision of the chair,
Chaplain-in-Chief
Adjutant Genekal

G. W.

the appellant and respondent do not each explain. their position, and if the house
*
is not enlightened as to the point in issue in that way?
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, if that is the rule, I am per
fectly willing to appeal from the decision of the chair.
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I call the brother's at
tention to paragraph 29, on page 83.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The appeal from the decision of the chair is not
there stated as one of the questions which is not debatable.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Then, Commander, I appeal from the deci
sion of the chair.
C. A. Hebmann, jb.. of Oregon: Commander, I rise to make a motion, and that
with, and we get down to business.
is, that all this ceremony be dispensed
This
thing has been settled by an overwhelming majority, and I do not see any use in
stickling over the construction of the Constitution, and splitting hairs. I move we
get down to work, and drop this monkey business.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion is out of order in its present form.
B. W. Wilcox, of New York: Commander, I move you that this matter be laid
on the table.
E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion.
E. N. Bbidoes, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I rise to a point of order. There
is no motion before the house.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Krackowizer appealed from the decision of
the chair, and the question is whether the decision of the chair shall be sustained.
E. N. Bbidoes, of Pennsylvania: Commander, the motion was not seconded.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Wilcox, of New York, moved to lay the ap
peal on the table, and that motion was seconded by Brother Bookwalter, of Indi
ana.
AU those in favor of the motion to lay the appeal upon the table will signify
so by the usual sign. Those opposed by the same sign. But one vote being re
corded in the negative, the appeal is laid upon the table.
Counoilman-in-Chief
W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Commander, is a report
from the Council-in-Chief in order at this time?
—17
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The Commandeb-in-Chief:

A report from the Council-in-Chief

will be in order

now.
Councilman-in-Chief
W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Then, Commander, the
Council-in-Chief will submit the following report:

REPORT

FROM THE COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.
Helena, August

To the Officers and Members

of

the Eleventh

Annual

Encampment.

11, 1892.

S. of V., U. S.

A.:

Bbothebs — The first meeting of the Council-in-Chief was called to order August
9, and in the absence of Brother Morris, who had been elected chairman, Bro. C. A.
Bookwalter was elected chairman of the Council.
At this meeting the books and accounts of the Commandery-in-Chief were ex
amined, and it is needless to say here that the report yesterday covered the findings
of that meeting.
The second meeting of the Council-in-Chief was held Thursday, August 11, at
which time there were present Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Fuller, Junior ViceBookwalter, Secretary Stevens, and Brother Cutter.
Commander-in-Chief
The
matter of the per capita tax referred to the Council-in-Chief was taken up and con
sidered, and the Council-in-Chief
recommend that the per capita tax be made the
same as heretofore, which is 1(! cents per year — 4 cents per quarter.
The several bills of the officers of the Commandery-in-Chief were approved and
ordered paid, and $75 appropriated for the purchase of a gold star for Past Grand
Division Commander and Adjutant General Raphael Tobias.
Now, I ask foi information, whether the Commandery will act on the recom
mendation in regard to the per capita tax now, or listen to the full report of the
committee?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
What is the pleasure of the Commandery in reference
to the recommendation of the Council-in-Chief ? I submit, brothers, that in years
past Brother Bundy has always desired to oppose the recommendation in reference
to the per capita tax, and I think he might as well be given a chance to put himself
on the record again, if he is here. He is not here yet. That is the reason I sug
gested we might probably save time by delaying a little bit now: otherwise he will
come in, and we would possibly have to go all over it again.
Ad.iutant Genebal Tobias: Commander, I move you that that part of the re
port of the Council-in-Chief be laid over until later in the day, and that the rest of
the report be taken up and acted upon.
Junioe ViceCommandee-in-Chief
Bookwai/teb: Commander, is it necessary to
postpone the business of this Encampment in order to accommodate any brother
who is not here at the hour fixed for the assembling of the Commandery-in-Chief
in
order to prevent delay in the future? This report can be adopted now, and by
proper parliamentary steps — voting down a motion to reconsider — it can be abso
lutely settled; and it is not necessary to have any postponement, or to have any de
bate over the matter this afternoon.
Adjutant Genebai. Tobias: Commander, I withdraw my motion.
Past Commander E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, I move you that
we concur in the recommendation of the Council-in-Chief.
Commander Waltku E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the mo
tion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that we do concur in the
recommendation of the Council-in-Chief ; that is, their resolution fixing the per cap
ita tax at l(i cents.
Is there any discussion?
Councilman-in-Chief W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: I just want to say to the
members of the Commandery-in-Chief, that having, in conjunction with my associ
ates in office, examined the books and passed on the aooounts this present year, it is
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absolutely impossible for this Commandery-in-Chief to ran this Order for a sum less
than 16 cents for the ensuing year. Of course we do not think that the Command
ery-in-Chief will meet next year as far west as it has this year, but we must provide
for contingencies. The meeting here has been a great expense to the Commanderyin-Chief. and I believe, in fact I feel positive that I know, it would be utterly impos
sible for us to run this Commandery-in-Chief the ensuing year with a per capita tax
less than 16 cents.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is there any further discussion? Is the Command
ery-in-Chief ready for the question? All those in favor of the motion to concur in
the recommendation of the Council-in-Chief will signify so by the usual sign.
Those
opposed. It seems to be carried; it is carried.
Junioe Vice-Commandeb-inChief
Bookwalteb: Commander, I move to recon
sider the vote concurring in the recommendation of the committee.
Councilman-in-Chief I. Cutteb, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I move this motion be
laid upon the table.
R. W. Wilcox, of New York: Commander, I second the motion.
Adjutant General. Tobias: Commander, I rise to a point of order: that the
motion made by Brother Oberdorf is not in order until the motion made by Brother
Bookwalter has been put by the chair.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken, if the brother in
sists upon it. The question before the house is on the motion to reconsider the
vote just taken. Brother Oberdorf, of New York, has the floor.
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, I move that this motion
be laid upon the table.
B. W. Wilcox, of New York: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Oberdorf and seconded byBrother Wilcox, of New York, to lay the motion to reconsider on the tabie. All those
in favor of laying the motion to reconsider on the table will signify so by the usual
sign. Those opposed. It seems to be carried — it is carried; and the motion to re
consider is laid upon the table.
The Council-in-Chief will proceed with their report.
claim of e. n. bbidges.
W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Now, Commander, and
Counoilman-in-Chief
brothers, there was a report submitted to the Council-in-Chief by Brother Bridges,
of Pennsylvania, in which the Council-in-Chief did not deem it expedient to make a
recommendation. We therefore refer the entire matter to this Commandery-inChief, and if the Commander and the brothers of the Commandery-in-Chief will
permit me, I would like to ask that the Commandery-in-Chief hear from Brother
Bookwalter, who has the papers in his possession in regard to this matter.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Bookwalter will
continue the report of the Council-in-Chief.
Juniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, Brother Bridges,
of Pennsylvania, came before the Council-in-Chief last evening with a claim against
the Commandery-in-Chief, dating back to Brother Abbott's second administration.
The facts on which this claim is based are these: During Brother Abbott's first
term, at the time he was making the fight in Pennsylvania against the Post system,
he wrote to the Inspector of the Division of Pennsylvania the following letter, which
is very characteristic of Brother Abbott.
You will all recognize it when I read it:

Chicago, III., March 21, 1888.
Capt. E. H. Ashcraft, Coudersport, Pa.:
My Deab Captain — Yours of the 19th is before me. My object in asking you
for the addresses of the Division Council was to lay before them the serious condi-
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tion of affairs in Pennsylvania, due to the overwork and sickness of Colonel Smith,
but a recent letter from him assures me that he has recovered, and will soon have
the work of the Division caught up, and I trust this is so.
At one time I was quite
alarmed at the shape that the Division affairs were taking, but I believe now that Penn
sylvania will come out all right. For Colonel Smith, personally, I have the kindest
regards, but I cannot see the Division go to pieces for want of attention, even
though sickness was the cause. You may muster the " Posts" "on sight"'; anything
to get them.
We are just now short of forms 3 and G; hence, I cannot send you a
complete Camp package, but if you have a "Post" ready to muster, telegraph Gen
eral Post and he will express to you as much of a Camp package as we may have in
stock. Promise the "Posts" the earth, and I will sign the deed for as much as we
own.
Use your own good judgment in all things; act as yon would if you were the
Commander-in-Chief, and I will back you up. Consider yourself on special duty in
this campaign against the " Post system," with power to act. Report your aots both
to Colonel Smith and these headquarters. As soon as we get the wanting blanks, I
will forward you one Camp package.
Yours in F. C. and L.,
G. B. Abbott, Commander-in-Chief.
Here is n second letter:
Chicago, III., May 18, 1888.
Capt. E. H. Ashcraft, Coudersport. Pa.:
My Deab Sib and Bbotheb: Yours of the 14th inst. is before me. I am glad to
know that you are doing such good work for us; I trust you will continue to do so.
You have, perhaps, learned before this that the headquarters of the Division of
Pennsylvania have been transferred from Harrisburg to Heading. J. L. Rake is in
command. The reasons for this are numerous, and the good of the Division of
I am assured by Colonel Rake that
Pennsylvania demanded that it should be done.
I
you will be continued as the mustering officer of the Division of Pennsylvania.
ask. as a personal favor to myself and to the Division of Pennsylvania, that you use
all your endeavors to encourage the Camps of the Division of Pennsylvania to pro
mote harmony and faith in what is being done for them: it will eventually come out
all right, I can assure on this score.
Yours in F. C. and L..
G. B. Abbott. Commander-in-Chief.

In accordance with this

Brother Ashcraft detailed Brother Bridges to act
Brother
to muster the Posts under the Camp system.
Bridges put in five weeks' time at that work under the immediate supervision of
Brother Ashcraft, the Colonel who had been detailed, as I see by these letters, by the
Commander-in-Chief for that purpose. After this work was performed, Brother
The Penn
Bridges presented his bill to the Pennsylvania Division for his services.
sylvania Division has delayed action upon that matter, believing, as it was expressed
in their Division Encampment, that the bill rightfully should go to the Commanderyin-Chief, as the service had been rendered upon the express order of the CommanderThe delegates of the Pennsylvania Division have had the bill in their
in-Chief.
possession ever since that time — since the Wheeling Encampment; but it has never
heretofore been oalled to the attention of this Commandery. Now I have here in
my possession a letter from Brother Ashcraft, dated August 1, 1892, as follows:
as special mustering

request,

officer

Coudebspobt, Pa., August

1, 1892.

To the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.:
was serving my first term as mustering officer of Pennsylvania Division, Sons
of Veterans, U. 8. A., under Col. E. J. Smith, when Post No. 1 was organized in Tioga
county, about 40 miles east of here. At that time I knew little or nothing about the

I

"Post system," and

I

wrote to Colonel Smith asking him about it, and

he

repri

manded me for allowing them to organize in Pennsylvania.
I also wrote to Colonel Fellows, of New York Division, where nearly all of the
Posts were located, and he gave me valuable information; also wrote General Abbott

of my position.
General Abbott learning this, and knowing that Colonel Smith was about to be
come a defaulter to the Division, and that the Division at that time was suffering
from his neglect, and knowing that something must be done and that at once, de
tailed me on "special duty in a campaign against the Post system, with power to
act." "Use your own good judgment in all things, and act as you would were you
the Commander-in-Chief, and I will back you up," said he.
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Acting on this authority, I secured the servioes of Sergt. E. N. Bridges, (the only
suitable person with whom I could trust the work,) instructing him to go over and
try and convert the Post over into a Camp; failing in this, he was to institute Camps
in all the adjoining territory, and completely surround the Post, and thus starve
them out.
showed Brother Bridges my authority, and told him that I was acting under
General Abbott's orders, and that I did not want to make the Order any expense
unless it should get value received, and told him that, in the event that we were suc
cessful in our undertaking, that the money value of his time should be paid him,
but if we were not successful we would share alike the misfortune, to which he agreed.
As to how successful we were, I refer you to the Journal of Proceedings of the
next Annual Encampment and my report. We organized and mustered five Camps
during the next two weeks, under the hot and constant fire of the Post system, in
which the Commander-in-Chief, Dowling, took a hand, in a public discussion against

I

me.

Our efforts were highly complimented by General Abbott, and ratified by the En
campment, which showed its appreciation by electing me as its delegate at large to
the Commandery-in-Chief, at Wheeling; and Colonel Rake, who succeeded Colonel
Smith, reappointed me as mustering officer on his staff.
From the above facts, I believe Brother Bridges fulfilled his part of the oontract;
we were successful, and he is thereby entitled to just what I promised him, and feel
under obligations to pay the amount, unless the Commandery-in-Chief admit the
bill.
This bill was presented at the Encampment, but the committee to whom it was
referred declined to admit it. inasmuch as the bill was the result of a "special cam
paign," under the direction of the Commander-in-Chief, in the interest of the Order
at large, and not solely to Pennsylvania Division alone.
believe now, as I did then, that the opinion of the committee is right, and that
the expenses of this campaign should be borne by the Commandery-in-Chief.
E. H. Ahhcbaft,
Past Division Surgeon,
Past Mustering Officer (two terms).
Past Captain, Camp 121,

I

Coudorsport,

I

Penn.

will state that Brother Bridges presents the bill for five weeks' service, at $10 a
week.
The Council-in-Chief did not feel authorized to allow the bill, and would
with favorable recommendation.
merely refer it to the Commandery-in-Chief
Past Commonder E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, I move you this
communication be received, and that we hear from the delegates from Pennsylvania,
in regard to this matter.
The Commander-in-Chief:
There is no necessity for a motion to that effect.
The chair will call upon the gentleman from Pennsylvania.
Commander W. E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander-in-Chief, the first knowl
The mat
edge I had of this claim was three years ago, when I was in the Council.
ter was brought before us then, the same as we had it at our last Encampment, and
the action was about the same; that is. we oonoluded to refer the matter to the Com
But, some way, the claim was never brought before the Commandery-in-Chief.
mandery. The same matter was brought before our last Council by Brother Bridges,
and, upon the recommendation of the Counoil, it was referred to the Commanderyin-Chief.
The Division of Pennsylvania feels that this claim ought to be paid, but
it does not feel that it is in a position to pay it; it feels that the contract was made
under the instruction of the Commander-in-Chief of the Order. We believe that
Brother Bridges did the work; in fact, have every reason to know that he did, for
the Camps were brought over to us at that time, and new Camps were organized at
that time that are still on the roster of our Division, and are in good standing and
in good working order. If the Division of Pennsylvania contracts a debt, or em
ploys any one to render it service, we are willing to pay; and we believe that should
be the sentiment of this Commandery-in-Chief.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I move that this
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claim of Brother Bridges be allowed, and the Quartermaster General authorized to
pay him the amount asked for.
Past Commander E. H. Milham. of Minnesota: Commander, I second the mo
tion.
It is moved by Chaplain-in-Chief Pollitt. seconded
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
by Commander Milham. that the recommendation of the Council-in-Chief be ap
proved; that the amount asked for be allowed, and the Quartermaster General be
directed to pay the same.
Councilman-in-Chief W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts : Commander, did I under
stand you to say the recommendation of the Council-in-Chief ?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I understood the chairman of the Council-in-Chief
to state that the Council-in-Chief
recommended its payment.
Councilman-in-Chief W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Commander, in that
case. I stand by my good brother.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I would ask for infor
mation; if my memory serves me correctly, I think this bill was presented to the
Council-in-Chief at its session at Paterson, and was disallowed by that Council.
There was quite a number of these bills, arising out of that consolidation, that were
before the Council-in-Chief at that time. I know we had a great deal of trouble
If I remember correctly, the minutes of that Council-in-Chief at that
with them.
time will show that this bill was among the rest.
Chaplain in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I have at my
home, in Paterson, evidence
that will bear out the statement made by Brother
Bridges. It is in the shape of newspaper articles — and perhaps that is not the
best evidence — but it goes to show the amount of fighting that was going on in
that section of Pennsylvania and along the southern border of New York State.
The Post system was very active in New York State at that time, and overflowed
into Pennsylvania.
They made attempts in three or four plnces to have Posts or
ganized, and succeeded in doing so, and at six other places they had taken the
preliminary steps towards the organization of Posts. This matter came to the at
tention of Colonel Smith, and was looked into. Several public meetings were held,
and several newspaper articles were published, and these newspaper articles men
tion Doctor Ashcraft, and Brother Bridges and Colonel Smith as being the parties
present representing our Order, and the articles contain most elaborate accounts of
the light going on in that section of the country at that time. It is by reason of
the information that I thus have of these matters that I make this motion in regard
to the claim of Brother Bridges. I think the claim is for a small amount, consid
ering the services rendered.
F. F. Dbake, of Indiana: Commander, I should like to ask for information, if
there are other claims of this character that would likely come before us if we
should establish a precedent of settling an old bill of this kind, and I would like to
ask the brother from Pennsylvania, in all kindness, if this work has been done in
their Division, and if they have received the benefit of it. and these Camps are still
in active operation, if it is not only just and honorable that they, having received the
full benefit for this work, should meet this bill?
Commander W. E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander, it strikes me that that
is a rather strange question for the gentleman from Indiana to ask.
This gentle
man comes here before the Commandery-in-Chief and spends $150 for the purpose
of bringing this matter before you in order to take it away from the Division of
We do not believe that we only got the benefit of this work.
We
Pennsylvania.
believe the Commandery-in-Chief got the benefit of it, and we believe if the Com
mander-in-Chief of the Order made an agreement with Brother Bridges, of our Di
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vision, an agreement that he had a right to make, which I think this was, the
Commandery-in-Chief onght to pay the bill. All we ask of yon is to pay the bill
of $50 without taking so mnch time talking about it as you seem disposed to do.
The Commandeb-in- Chief: Will the Commander from the Pennsylvania Division
answer the other question of the brother from Indiana, as to whether there are any
similar bills that are likely to be presented — if he has knowledge of any?
Commander W. E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander, to my knowledge we
have no other such bills.
I know that this bill has been pending there for three
years. The first knowledge that I had of it was when I was elected to the Council.
Brother Lowry, who is chairman of our Division Council, has served longer than I
have, and he may give us some additional information.
H. M. Lowby, of Pennsylvania: Commander, as Brother Smith says, I have been
on the Pennsylvania Division Council for several years, and to my knowledge there
is no other bill before us except this one, and we have not ordered it paid because
of the evidence that was before us that the Commander-in-Chief had ordered the
work done, and we believed that it was a bill that ought to be paid by the Command
ery-in-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief? Is there any further discussion? If not, is the Com
mandery-in-Chief ready for the question? All those in favor of the motion will sig
nify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be carried; it is carried.
Is there any further business to come before the Encampment from the Council-inChief?
Councilman-in-Chief W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Commander, that com
pletes the report of the Council-in-Chief, all of which is respectfully submitted, in FL., and is signed by the members of the Counoil-in-Chief.
C.?and
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the report of the Councilin-Chief as a whole will stand approved. "Is there any other new business to come
before the Encampment?
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Is it now in order to receive a report
from the Committee on Resolutions?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: We are now proceeding under the order of new busi

*

ness.
CAMP BUBGEONB.
S. J. Cbumbine, of Kansas: Commander, in view of the fact that a Committee on
Insurance has been appointed by this Commandery-in-Chief, and also in view of the
fact that our Surgeon General has recommended the appointment of Camp Surgeons,
and as this insurance committee is desirous of gathering all the information it can
during the ensuing year, I therefore would like to introduce a resolution to amend
the Constitution, as follows:
Resolved, That the Constitution, Rules and Regulations be amended so as to pro
vide for the office of Camp Surgeon, his duties to be such as shall be prescribed by
the Surgeon General.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is the resolution seconded?
Past Commander E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander, I second the reso
lution.
The Commandeb-in-Chiee: The Commandery-in-Chief has heard the resolution.
Is there any discussion? Is the Commandery-in-Chief ready for the question? All
those in favor of the proposed amendment will signify so by the usual sign. Those
opposed. It seems to be lost; it is lost.
onion veteban legion.

H. M. Lowby, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move you the following amend
ment to the Constitution: That in section 2, article XIX, after the letters "G. A. R."
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in the third line on page 75, Constitution, Rules and Regulations, the word " and "
and letters " U. V. L." be inserted; in the fifth line of the same section, after the
word " Republic," the words "and Union Veteran Legion;" and, in the seventh line,
the words " that organization "be stricken out, and the words " those organizations "
be inserted; and that wherever the letters "G. A. R." or words "Grand Army of the
Republic" appear in the Ritual the word "and" and the letters "U. V. L." or the
words "and Union Veteran Legion" be inserted.
Inbpeotob Genebal H. Fbazee, of Ohio: Commander, I would like to inquire if
the Committee on Resolutions has not reported on this very subject?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
The Committee on Resolutions do not report on
constitutional amendments.
Is the proposed amendment seconded?
E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, I second the amendment of the
brother from Pennsylvania.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Brother Lowry, of Pennsylvania, moves the adoption
of the amendment to the Constitution submitted by him. and the motion is seoonded
Is there any discussion?
by Brother Bookwalter, of Indiana.
H. M. Lowby, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I wish to say, in support of this
amendment, that in Pennsylvania we have a military organization by the name of
Union Veteran Legion. It is composed of men who enlisted for a term of 24 or
more months, and who were in actual service 22 months. No veteran who has not
served 22 months can become a member ofjtthis organization.
It has grown in
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Maryland, and there are some Encampments in New York
— quite strong in that immediate vicinity.
As Camps of Sons of Veterans, we have
more or le9s, I will not say trouble, but they give us more or less annoyance by
reason of their coming with Grand Army of the Republic men; that is, members'of
the Grand Army of the Republic are admitted to our Camp rooms, and we feel com
pelled, under the present Constitution, to refuse members of the Union Veteran Le
gion admittance. We therefore ask that this amendment, as read, be made to our
Constitution, so that we can admit these men. They are just as eligible as members

of the Grand Army of the Republic are, and are more rigid in their qualifications
as to membership, and we think they should be allowed the same courtesy that is
granted to the members of the G. A. R.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I want to say a few words,
in order that the members of the Commandery-in-Chief may clearly understand the
relation of these two organizations, and in the discussion it is necessary for us to
We have been auxil
understand our relation to the Grand Army of the Republic.
iary to the Grand Army of the Republic for several years, and there is a connection
more or less close to-day existing between the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., and the
Grand Army of the Republic I understand that this same matter comes up on an
invitation from the Union Veteran Legion to escort it at the time of the Grand
It has been held our privilege, and it has been
Army Encampment at Washington.
held our duty, at all times, nnder such circumstances, to escort the Grand Army ofthe Republic, and not the U. V. L., or the U. V. U. Society.
Several years ago the
Societies of the U. V. U. and the U. V. L. were formed by a number of men who had
become sore-heads in the G. A. R., and in order to form a society that was exclusive
In the U. V. U. that time limit is six
in itself, they made a time limit of servioe.
months in the front. In the U. V. L. it is 24 months of actual service. The Grand
Army's eligibility clause is, that any soldier, if he did n't stay in the army for 24
hours, if he went in there and did his duty as a man and as a soldier, and was hon
orably discharged from the Army of the United States, is eligible to membership
The
in the Grand Army of the Republic, provided he wns an honest, true man.
great force that the G. A. R. has had in this country is from the fact that they took in
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all honorably-discharged soldiers from 1861 to 18(!5. When yon place a limit, fixed
either by the position held or the time served, upon men who served during the war
of 1861 to 1865, you make a class distinction.
There are brothers in this Order
whose fathers served less than three months in the United States service, and it
would seriously compromise their positions as Sons of Veterans to adopt this amend
ment. It would be an insult to them to bring up an order here, an affiliating order,
that requires men to have served 24 months in the United States Army. I am ut
terly and entirely opposed to it.
About four years ago, during the time I was Past Commander of Post 146 of
Illinois, the U. V. L. formed an organization at that place. When Decoration Day
came, their Colonel, as they call him — they have the military titles — came to me,
and told me that they had selected a committee to take charge of Memorial Day
services and wished me to appoint a committee to cooperate with them.
Doubting
my right to divide honors on that occasion, I referred the matter to the Department
Commander. The Department Commander, in order to have a national decision
upon that subject, sent it to General Fairchild, and I have to-day General Fairchild's
order in regard to the observance of Memorial Day. It is this: That we cannot
divide honors upon a day which is established and used by the Grand Army of the
Republic, just as much as the Fourth of July is established and used as a national
holiday by the people of the United States. Memorial Day is the day of the dead,
established and used by the Grand Army of the Republic, and they, above all other
sooieties, must have precedence upon that day.
Any member of the Grand Army —
I am quite general — any member of the Grand Army of the Republic, who is also a
member of any military or patriotic body, must, upon that occasion, take part in
the ceremonies
as a Grand Army man, and not as a member of such military or
patriotic society. These societies, both of them — and I know the strength of the
U.V. L. in Pennsylvania — have endeavored to stab the Grand Army of the Republic
in the back. At Reading, Pennsylvania, one year ago, while present at the reception
of the " Sixteeners " — I will say that " Sixteeners " are those who graduated from the
Soldiers' Home at that age, and they have annual meetings at the different cities of
Pennsylvania — while present at this meeting, at Reading, a year ago, one of the old
comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic present made this kind of a speech.
He said: "It is particularly fitting that these men who served from the beginning to
the end; these men whose valor cannot be questioned; these men who were instru
mental alone in closing the war, should greet you upon this occasion." I never in
my life felt so much like laughing as I did over the proposition that these men, be
cause they had served 24 months, had been the means of closing the war. I know
of a three-year regiment — I know men who went down to the front for three years,
and, under the orders of their general, were placed in positions in which they never
I know of three-months men who went to the front
fought, the whole three years.
immediately upon their enlistment, and were cut to pieces.
Why should we put a
stain upon these men, by recognizing a sooiety that will not recognize them.
I tell
you, brothers, this is a sore point with the Grand Army of the Republic, and if you
want to raise Hell-ena with that Order, you just want to monkey with the U.V. L.
and the

U.V.U.

E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, my reason for seconding this mo
tion was simply this: we have in our city at Fort Wayne a large Camp of the U.V. L.
The Grand Army, of course, and the U. V. L., as we all know, have some differences,
and we need the assistance of the Grand Army men in our city; but I feel that the
U. V. L. members should be admitted to Camps of the Sons of Veterans, as well as
the members of the Grand Army.

266

ELEVENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

G. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts:
on this amendment,

Commander,

I

I

think

we are ready

to vote

therefore move the previous question.
F. F. Dkakf., of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion.
G. E. Tebbill, of Vermont: Commander, I second the motion.
J. U. Danley, of Illinois: Commander, I also second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The previous question is moved by Brother Penni
man, of Massachusetts, and seconded by members from three Divisions.
The ques
tion is, Shall the main question now be put? All those in favor of the motion will
signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be carried; it is carried.
The question now recurs upon the original motion. All those in favor of the pro
posed amendment to the Constitution submitted by the brother from Pennsylvania,
will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be lost; it is lost.
and

elections at division

encampments.

Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move the Constitution,
Rules and Regulations be amended in the Division Constitution, on page 33, by
striking out the words: "Except that the election and installation of officers shall
not be taken up until the regular order of business prior thereto has been com
pleted;" so that the last paragraph of this page will read:
This order of business may be suspended at any time, for a definite purpose, by
a three-fourths vote of the Encampment, to be taken without debate.
I will say that this matter came properly before the Committee on Constitution.
Rules, and Regulations, under instructions from the Ohio Division.
They ignored
the matter, and therefore we properly bring it before the Encampment.
A. B. Callaoam, of Kansas: Commander, I second that motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the Constitution be
amended on page 33 by striking out the words indicated.
Is there any discussion?
Past-Commander W. E. Bcndy, of Ohio: Commander, I think it may be well to ex
plain that this is the clause which prevents Divisions from holding their elections
Now, it is not known how seriously
until practically the close of the Encampment.
that inconveniences some Divisions.
It embarrasses. the Division of Ohio very much
We have an Encampment, say with 400 votes in it, and it is unwieldy when
indeed.
it comes down to legislation. They are brought in there merely for the purpose of
voting for the election of officers, and that is all. They are satisfied with whatever
While, of course, at our Division Encampments we
legislation may be enacted.
have men who get up, for the sake of effect, possibly, and say, " Well, if all they come
here for is just the election of officers, if that is all they are interested in, they may
as well go home;" and then everybody who is not in the habit of going to Division
Encampments thinks that is the proper sentiment, and applauds. But I want to
ask you what business generally, under this Constitution of the Order, any Division
can enact? About all a Division can do is merely to recommend, and I don't blame
the brothers who attend these Division Encampments merely for the two purposes
— election of officers and personal enjoyment.
There are always a large number
left after the election is over — a representative body of men, who are interested in
this Order and in the general polioy of the organization — enough to transact such
business as may be necessary.
In the Division of Ohio, at this time, I think it is
absolutely necessary that this election should ooour in the middle of the week. The
Encampment don't close there, as a general rule, until Friday evening — it begins
Tuesday and closes Friday — and how do you suppose that result was accomplished?
It was the unanimous desire that it should be done; everybody felt that it ought to
be done.
It was no electioneering scheme; but it was the general concensus of
opinion that the election ought to be held at a certain time. Now, how could that
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election be held? Why, sirs, we had to close up and complete the order of business.
The Commander of that Division had to go over this entire Order, and had to close
it ont, so that onr election ooald be held. We transacted some business after the
election was held. Possibly that was not legal; but there was no question so far as
the legality of the election was concerned.
Now, I say that is a farce, that is more or less wrong; and yet the necessities of
the oocasion compelled that Division, as well as other Divisions in this organization,
to pursue that oourse.
Let us give the Divisions of this organization some little
latitude. If the Commandery-in Chief wants to bind itself with saoh a provision as
that, well and good; and if a Division wants to bind itself by such a provision as
that, let it be put in the by-laws of the Division, or let it be done at each Enoampment, as the majority of the delegates think is best for the interest of that Division.
say to you, it is not for the interest of the Divisions of this organization that we,
a small number, should come here and legislate, saying that they shall not hold their
election of officers until everything else is done.
Why, the election is very often the
most important business coming before the Encampment.
If a Camp elects a good
Captain, that Camp is likely to be prosperous; and if the Division Encampment
elects a good Commander, that Division is likely to be prosperous, regardless of such
little matters of legislation as the Division Encampment can attend to. We have
too muoh legislation now.
The Order is praotioally cursed with it. That is my
reason for presenting this amendment, and that is the reason of the Division of
Ohio for urging it.
Commander H. Rosenhaupt, of Washington: Commander, I sinoerely hope this
motion will not prevail. All the Divisions are not blessed with a membership that
sends 400 delegates to Division Encampments.
We, in Washington and Montana,
have very small Division meetings, and the moment Division officers are elected the
majority of the delegates go home, and we have the pleasure of installing the new
officers without a quorum present. Brother Bundy says there is very little of this
legislation any way that Division Encampments oan do. If that is so, I do not see
why it should take three days to enaot it. In the interest of all the Divisions, I sin
oerely hope the motion will not prevail.
Commander F. Musseb, of Ohio: Commander, I believe the brother misinter
If the Division of New Jersey or
prets this change that it is desired to make.
Pennsylvania or any other Division wants to hold the election of officers the last
thing, they have a perfect right to do it under this proposed amendment; but as it
stands now, the Division of Ohio, the largest Division in the Order, has not the
power legally to hold the election of officers at the time that we deem most suitable
This legislation will in no way affect the time
and most advantageous to ourselves.
We simply ask that we may have
of holding the election in any other Division.
authority to hold onr eleotion at suoh time as is suitable and satisfactory to our

I

selves.

H. M. Lowbt, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I wish to indorse Brother Bundy's
position in this matter. I have attended the Encampments in Pennsylvania for a
number of years.
We have the same thing to contend with there that he has in
Ohio. We would like to have it so that we can hold our election just when we please.
If we want to hold it the first thing upon the meeting of the Encampment, the first
day, well and good; and if we want to hold it the last day, well and good. Eaoh
Division should be a law unto itself in that matter. I know that we, like the Ohio
Division, are kept until Friday every time — Friday night sometimes. We are kept
there by quite a good many persons who come, it seems to me, more to obstruct
business than to help us along with it, and we would like to be placed in a position
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so that we can either have oar eleotion on the first day, or in the middle, or at the
end of the session, as we see fit.

Commander, I move the previous question.
I second the motion.
C. A. Hermann, jb., of Oregon: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander in-Chief: The previous question is moved by Brother Andrews,
of Connecticut, and seconded by brothers from two Divisions. The question is,
Shall the main question now be pat? All those in favor of the motion will signify
so by the asoal sign.
Those opposed. It seems to be oarried; it is carried. The
question now reours apon the adoption of the amendment moved by Brother Bandy.
All those in favor of the adoption of the proposed amendment will signify so by
the asnal sign.
Those opposed. It seems to be lost —
Past- Commander W. E. Bdndy, of Ohio: Commander, I ask for a call of the roll.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Adjutant General will oall the roll. If Brother
Bandy will allow the saggestion, his amendment would require a two-thirds vote in
order to carry, and it is quite apparent to the ohair that it soaroely received a ma
W. A. Andrews, of Connecticut:

W. H. Reed, of Iowa: Commander,

jority

vote.

Fast-Commander W. E. Bdndy, of Ohio: Commander, I will be satisfied with a
rising vote.
The Commander-in-Chief: All those in favor of the amendment will rise to their
feet and stand until they are counted. The Adjutant General will oount. Those
opposed will now rise.
The Adjatant General reported 49 voting in the affirmative; 29 in the negative.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The amendment of Brother Bundy, failing to reoeive
a two-thirds majority, is therefore not adopted.
Is there any further new business
to come before the Encampment?
PEBMANENT

HEADO.UABTEBS FOB THE (jDARTEHMABTEB

GENERAL.

Past Commander F. MoCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, article XXV of the Con
stitution, Rnles and Regulations provides for the establishment of a Quartermaster
General's department. I would ask if that is new business, and if it is in order at
the present time. The Constitution provides that this meeting shall establish and
locate the permanent headquarters of the Quartermaster General.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: There is no provision in the Constitution, whatever,
for the location of the Quartermaster General's department. It simply states that
a department shall be established. It does not state where it shall be located, or that
it shall be located anywhere.
The chair, however, will rule according to his belief
of the intention of the framers of the Constitution, that it was intended to locate
somewhere a permanent Quartermaster General's department, and will rule that this
is new business and would properly be introduced here.
Past Commander F. MoCbillis, of Illinois: Then, Commander, I move we now
proceed to the selection of a place for permanent headquarters for the Quartermaster
General. Commander W. E. Smith, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb in-Chief: It is moved and seoonded that we do now prooeed to
select a location for permanent headquarters for the Quartermaster General's de
partment.
C. A. Hermann, jb., of Oregon: Commander, I think this question of selecting a
location for permanent headquarters of the Quartermaster General had better be
postponed until after the election of officers, for this reason: If the permanent head
quarters should be located at Chicago, or at Helena, Mont., and the new Quarter
master General shoald happen to hail from New York city, it would necessitate his
moving to Helena or Chicago, and he wonld have to pay out most of his salary for

PROCEEDINGS.

269

I believe the Commander-in-Chief should be permitted to appoint a
Quartermaster General in tonch with him.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, move this ques
tion be postponed until after the election of the Quartermaster General.
The Commandeb in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Pollitt that this matter be
postponed until after the election of the Quartermaster General.
E. H. Bookwai/teb, of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
My point of order is, that the motion is evidently out of order. The last business
to come before this Encampment is the eleotion and installation of offioers, accord
ing to the Constitution.
We have got to oomplete the entire order of business be
fore we go into the eleotion of officers.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I would like to
ask —
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander,
ask the chair for a rul
ing upon my point of order.
The Commandebin-Chief:
I understand Brother Pollitt rises to some question
of information, relative to the point of order.
Chaplain-in- Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, I would just like
to know if there is anything in the Constitution, Rules and Regulations in reference
to choosing the place for holding the next Encampment?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: The ohair must rule upon my point of
order before that question can properly oome before the house. That is new busi
ness, and that has to oome before the eleotion of offioers.
I do n't care what has
been done in the past; we are working under a new Constitution, which didn't go
into effect until last December.
The Commandebin-Chief:
The brother from Ohio is mistaken; the Commandery-in-Chief Constitution went into effect immediately at Minneapolis, and we
acted under the Commandery-in-Chief
Constitution there, and under that Constitu
tion the selection of the plaoe for holding the next National Encampment was not
determined upon until after the eleotion of officers.
The chair, however, will rule
that the point of order raised by Brother Bundy is well taken. The question before
the house, then, is the selection of permanent headquarters. Is there any other dis
cussion? Will the Senior Vioe-Commander-in-Chief take command?
If the brothers will allow me to speak a moment on this subject. I have not
the slightest possible interest in the location of the Quartermaster General's de
partment, nor in the selection of our next Quartermaster General, except to desire
I feel myself that a per
that the very best man that we can get shall be selected.
manent headquarters for the Quartermaster General, separate and apart from the
Commander-in-Chief, is a mistake, and I am satisfied that the Commander-in-Chief
who will be elected here to day will know that when he gets through with his term.
There is but one element in my mind that gives any strength to the movement to
establish a permanent Quartermaster General's department, and that is, that by
locating it centrally you save a little time in furnishing supplies to some Divisions
of the Order, the Divisions on the extreme west more particularly; and yet I say,
without fear of contradiction, that during the past year, with the headquarters in
New York city, at the extreme east, the Divisions in this Order were furnished their
supplies more promptly than they ever have been before, even with the headquar
ters established in a central location.
I Bay to you, gentlemen, that you do not want to be led away in this matter by
any desire for political advantage by any candidate for any office before the Com
mandery-in-Chief, or by the friends of any particular location. Let us act in this
hotel bills.

I

I
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matter above all things with an eye single to the good of the Order. When I say
that I am in donbt abont the advisability of a permanent Quartermaster General's
department and the appointment of an officer for three years, I say it because I
realize that the establishment of the permanent Quartermaster General's head
quarters and the appointment of that officer for three years places in the hands of
one man a power which I consider very dangerous.
In the Grand Army of the Re
public, although their permanent headquarters are established, they have not any
permanent Quartermaster General, and yet the man who presides over the business
of that office has sufficient strength to assert his right to reappointment year after
year by the man who is elected as the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of
the Republic, and his power as the Quartermaster General of the Grand Army of
the Republic is such that he has made himself permanent offioer, although he is ap
pointed annually.
I know Divisions in this Order where they have permanent headquarters, and
have the Adjutant and the Quartermaster at those headquarters, and with the high
est appreciation for the services of the men who hold those positions at this time,
and for their ability, I know that year after year the man who is elected as Com
mander of that Division appoints those same men as his Adjutant and Quartermas
ter, whether his relations with them prior to his immediate canvass for that position
have been intimate or not.
say with that danger staring us in the face, with the
serious question that I have in mind as to the advisability of this act, I beg you
don't make any mistake; do n't go ahead blindly because nnder the Constitution
in its imperfection — because suoh it is — you are permitted to do so. The only
proper construction of the Constitution requires that this business shonld be done
now; but don't go ahead and select headquarters, and then say to the candidates for
the office of Quartermaster General: "Here, we have seleoted headquarters in Sq needunk; if you are not willing for $1,500 to pull up the roots and tendrils of your
heart and move into a place with which you are unfamiliar, where you have no
friends, and where you have no opportunity to earn anything except that $1,500 a
year, and if you are not a man who is satisfied to live on $1,500 a year — because we
are going to assume that whoever takes the office of Quartermaster General will get
nothing out of that office except his salary; we are going to assume that he is not
going to use any of the patronage of the office for his personal advantage — unless
you are a man who is willing to leave your own home and come into new fields for
Select, first, the man
$1,500 a year, you cannot stand for election to that office.
that you believe is the best man.
Now do n't mistake my position at all; I am not
saying a word for or against any candidate, and I do n't want to be misconstrued.
I am so honest in my position that I could vote for a man whom I believed wanted
the headquarters located in a certain place, and I could follow that vote by location
of the headquarters somewhere else if I believed it was the proper place.
If the
man did n't want to go there under those circumstances, if the whole thing was for
the best interests of the Order, let him resign, let him fail to accept the election. I
say let us act for the best interests of the Order, and get the best man and the best
location, and don't drive this matter through now unless it is the proper thing to
It does not seem to me that it is.
do.
Councilman in-Chief Isaac Cotteb, of Illinois: Commander, I agree in many
things with the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans. In deference to his
position, and to him, personally, I did not call him to order, which could have done,
as the question is not whether we should permanently locate the Quartermaster Gen
eral's department or not. That was definitely settled at Minneapolis, one year ago —
that we would locate it. It was voted by that Encampment to do so; but, in defer

I
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the selection of the place for the perma
nent headquarters was postponed for this year. Is not that so?
CoMMiNDEB-iN Chief Weeks: There is no question abont that. I hope the
brothers did not understand my remarks to be applied in any sense toward a mo
tion, or even suggestion, that this should not be done.
I proceeded upon the as
sumption that it had to be done, but I said I doubted its advisability, as the result
of my experience.
Cocnoilman-in-Chief Isaac Cotteb, of Illinois: That is all have to say, Com
mander. It was definitely settled at Minneapolis, a year ago, that the Quartermaster
General's headquarters should be looated permanently, and the selection of the place
was postponed until this year.
I merely wished to get that before the Encamp
ment.
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, it is with the utmost pleasure
that
oall attention to repeated exhibitions of that keen good sense and, at the
same time, strength of oharacter possessed by our Commander-in-Chief, in placing
before us present alternatives in a oandid way. Everything that he has said, it seems
to me, must have struck home to us as the truth. I would move you, therefore, as a
substitute for the present motion, and in order to get the sense of the house, and to
permit the opinions of the Commandery-in-Chief to have sway, in case they are held
by the majority of those on the floor, that the Constitution, Rules and Regulations
be amended, by striking out article XXV.
The Commandeb- in- Chief (resuming command): Is the substitute motion sec
onded?
H. M. Lowby, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the motion.
The Comhandeb-in-Chief:
It is moved and seconded to amend the Constitution,
Rules, and Regulations, by striking out article XXV. Is there any discussion?
Past Commander F. MoCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, the motion, as I un
derstand it, is to strike out this article establishing permanent headquarters. If
that is the motion, I have something to say. It would appear to me that there is
something in this thing aside from the true interests of our Order. Now, I may be
mistaken in the movement of some of the brothers in this matter, and if so I am
perfectly willing to apologize; bat it would seem to me that there is something in
this aside from the true interests of the Order. However, we will let that pass. Now,
it is a question purely as to whether we shall establish permanent headquarters, or
whether we shall not. That is the question. The only argument in my mind that
it is proper to make at this time is regarding that question. Now, let us look at
the facts. Let ns take, for instance, the history of almost any order of any im
portance in this country —
enoe to the present Commander-in-Chief,

I

I

E. N. Bbidoes, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I rise to a point of order. The
motion is to substitute the amendment offered by Brother Krackowizer, and Brother
McCrillis is not speaking to the motion.
The Comhandeb-in-Chief:
The substitute motion was a motion to amend the
Constitution, and Brother MoCrillis is speaking against the amendment.
Past Commander F. MoCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, almost every order, I
say,

of any prominence in this oountry has permanent headquarters.
it is not necessary.
We all understand and know

them by name; bat

I

can call

that that is

Now, the Commander-in-Chief, when he addressed this body a while ago,
said that the only advantage, in his judgment, of permanent headquarters, would
be that certain Divisions might receive their supplies a little quicker.
I remember
distinctly at Minneapolis it was stated that about $500 was expended each year to
transport the supplies from one headquarters to another. Can the Commander-inChief tell me what was required to transport the supplies last year?
the fact.
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The Adjutant-General: $196.
Past Commander F. McCeillis, of Illinois: Commander, it is not so mnch as I
supposed: bat it is about $200. It would seem there is some other advantage in
addition to Divisions getting their supplies quicker. There is another advantage
still: if permanent headquarters are looated some place in some city where we can
contract for large quantities of supplies, where we can see that those supplies are
properly printed, and get them quicker, the Commandery-in-Chief will no longer be
out of certain supplies, which it is now, because t hey do n't want to lay in large quan
tities and have to transport them from one headquarters to another. I can see no
drawback in this matter that the Commander-in-Chief has referred to, in connection
If a man is so efficient, and
with the Grand Army of the Republic, even if it be true.
discharges his duty so thoroughly, and is so competent in the handling of the busi
ness of that department that the incoming Commander-in-Chief feels in duty bound
to reappoint him,_I don't see anything to object to in that. I wish we had such a
man in the Sons of Veterans, such a man as our present Quartermaster General, in
charge all the time, so that this department could be carried on forever without any
drawbacks; where everything would be perfect; where we could go at any time and
find headquarters in good shape; I glory in the fact that 4he Grand Army of the
I do not believe it is because that man has such a
Republic has got such a man.
I do not be
political "pull" that he forces himself into office. That is nonsense.
lieve there is a man on this floor who could be persuaded or coerced into supporting
anybody. It is not a fair argument to be made to a body of intelligent men, like
we are to-day. I can see no argument why this establishment should not be made.
It was almost the unanimous vote of our previous Encampment, and, if it was not
for certain brothers in this Encampment who are candidates for office, and who
have friends here, and who want to locate it in their own city, I do not believe there
would be any opposition of any magnitude to the establishment of permanent head
quarters. I sincerely trust this motion will not prevail, and that we will establish
permanent headquarters, and give the idea a fair and square trial. If it is not a
glorious success, I will lift my voice as quiok as anyone against its oontinuance.
Past Commander E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, in the matter of
establishing permanent headquarters,. I do not think the action of the Grand Army
of the Republic should be a criterion for this organization to go by. There is no
I doubt if there is a national organization of
similarity in the ratio of members.
this kind in the United States to-day, with a membership only equal to ours in point
of numbers, that has permanent headquarters established. I have been very much
He has had one
impressed with the remarks made by Commander-in-Chief Weeks.
year's experience at the head of the Order, and he is a little better able to judge of
this matter than myself, though I am an older member of this Encampment.
I am
of the opinion that it will not be for the good of the Order, but will be a grand mis
take, if we elect a man for three years as Quartermaster General, and establish per
I believe if we do that we cannot go on under the
manent headquarters anywhere.
system that we have had in the past, of electing a man who will be responsible for
the business of this Order, and it is far more convenient for the Commander-in-Chief
to have the Quartermaster General and Adjutant General located in the same city
with him. Many Division Commanders who have served in this Order have found
that to be the case. Now, I may be the only one who is not in favor of this pro
vision of the Constitution as it was enacted last year, but this is my honest, candid
opinion about it.
Adjutant Geneeal Tobias: Commander, I think it is proper at this time that
we should define what this $1,500 carries with it. The Constitution says he shall re
ceive $1,500 salary. The same sum has heretofore been paid to the Quartermaster
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General, but he has had to pay out of that sum his own clerk hire and his own ex
Do I understand the new Quartermaster General who is to be elected must
penses.
do the same thing?
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
I understand from the language of this article that
the situation is entirely different from the situation as it has been in the past. In
the past, a certain sum has been allowed for salaries and clerk hire. I understand,
if we establish a permanent headquarters, the rent of that headquarters will be paid;
that if there be a necessity for clerical help — and there will be an absolute necessity
for it — the Quartermaster General would have authority to inour that expense, and
he will have his salary for himself, the net sum of $1,500; so that the expenses of
the Quartermaster General's department, as proposed, will probably exceed the ex
penses of the Quartermaster General's department as conducted at the present time.
Judge-Advocate
Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I want to say
that when this question came up at Minneapolis the sole consideration with me, in
voting for the establishment' of permanent headquarters, was the fact named by
Brother McCrillis, of Illinois, that it cost over the sum of $ 400 each year to transfer
our supplies from one point to another. Now, what that expense was for I cannot
tell; but I am informed no'w that the transfer of the supplies from Kansas to New
York city was $196, and the transfer of supplies from somewhere in Indiana to Kan
sas was in the neighborhood of $400.
I say, if our supplies can be transferred from
Kansas to New York city for the sum of $200, Iowa will vote against establish
ing any permanent headquarters at all, and will let it stand just as it is now — where
the Commander-in-Chief oan have the Quartermaster General's department right
under his nose, and under his direction.
E. W. Keackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, it has been stated that the
amendment to the Constitution with whioh we are dealing, and which, I trust, will
be expunged, was passed by the almost unanimous vote of the Encampment last
That is true; but Brother McCrillis will remember that there was barely a
year.
quorum present at the time — I believe that if there had been a count of noses there
would not have been a quorum present — so that is begging the question. The
amendment, of course, was on the recommendation,
believe, of Commander-inChief Webb —

I

The Commandeb-in- Chief: And the Inspector General.
E. W. Kbaokowizeb, of Wisconsin: And this amendment

was adopted beoause of
incurred in moving the supplies. That phase of the question was
well presented by the Judge-Advooate General, and only needs to be faced to realize
that there are all sorts of ways of beating the devil about the stump — meaning that
the railroads are the devil in this instance. If it costs twice as much to move the
supplies from Indianapolis to Topeka as it costs to move them from Topeka to
New York city, the devil got away with headquarters in that instanoe. That is all
there is of that. Even, however, if it were to cost $500 to transfer the present assets
and property of the Order from New York to San Francisco, if headquarters were
located there next year, can we possibly, by any arrangement whatsoever, save that
$500 by the arrangement that is proposed, establishing permanent headquarters in
I think not. If such a man as our present efficient Quarter
some central locality?
master General could be obtained as permanent Quartermaster General, of course
we would have a wonderful administration of the Quartermaster General's depart
ment, and I trust I will not be misunderstood when
say that if the Quartermaster
General had been paid according to his services, we could not have paid him at all;
the great expense

I

It has been the roust
was going to
abouts and the type-writers that have been paid; but the point
make is, if permanent headquarters had been established last year, is it likely the
and, to talk in plain language, he has not been paid at all.
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present administration would have been able to secure as valuable a man for Quar
termaster General — if the permanent headquarters had been established in Squeedunk, as has been suggested, or in Chicago. If permanent headquarters are to be
established, I would oertainly be in favor of that central location; but in case Chi
cago should be selected, rent for headquarters would, be at least $300 a year and
possibly more, and that rental alone is more than would be required to transfer the
supplies and property of the Order from one location to another, as we do at pres
ent.
I do not think anything more need be said. Let us amend the Constitution.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, in speaking to this sub
ject, I wish to recall the fact that there were many more than a quorum took part
I have that
in the discussion of this very same question at Minneapolis last year.
from the record of the men who voted on this subject. I wish to oall the attention
of the Commander-in-Chief to the fact that, upon the discussion of this question last
year, he used these words — you will find it on page 316:
Now if it is determined to make this a part of the organic law of this Order, if
we are to follow the Grand Army of the Republio in this respect, let us do it at a
Let us
time when we can do it understandingly.
Let us put it in our Constitution.
have that permanent headquarters prepared, and then have the Quartermaster Gen
eral either elected by the Council-in Chief or elected by the entire Encampment .

It will be observed that the Commander-in-Chief last year wanted to have the
headquarters prepared first, and the election come afterwards. That is just what
we are trying to do now. I am glad that the Commander-in-Chief, at the Minneap
olis Encampment last year, was able to see the force of our remarks in this Encamp
ment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Commander Orner has not read carefully the preced
ing discussion.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, the fact of it is this: The
Quartermaster General's department of the Sons of Veterans is a law unto itself, re
quiring different management and requiring different regulations than the head
quarters of Division Quartermasters. I believe, with General Webb, that if we locate
the Quartermaster General's headquarters in some central city, that the amount of
money that can be saved in transporting the supplies for two years, and the amount
of money that may be saved by contracting for supplies for a half-dozen years in
stead of for one year — that the amounts thus saved, though they may be small in
themselves,
yet in the aggregate will be sufficient in two years to pass us over the
third year of the Quartermaster General's term. From the fact that the Quarter
master General holds in his possession but a small balance in money this year, and
as that has been the case for several years, it does seem to me that we should take
better care of our finances, and do what we can to conserve the financial interests
of the Commandery-in-Chief.
I believe that a Quartermaster General kept in that
position for a term of two or three years is better able to understand the routine
of that office than if he were changed every year.
do n't believe in making him
permanent year after year, as they have done in the Grand Army of the Republio;
but I believe that we can Bafely elect him for a term of three years.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Will the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief assume
command?
I want to call the attention of brothers to the exact situation last year, when I
made the remarks quoted by Brother Orner.
I will read what precedes what he read:
Judge-Advocate General Weeks: The committee reports the establishing of a
permanent Quartermaster General's department at some central point for the term
of three years.
Chairman Abbott: The term is not speoified; it is not for a term of years.
Judge-Advocate General Weeks: It cannot be to establish permanent headquar
ters for one year.
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Chairman Abbott: Headquarters can be permanent without the Quartermaster
General being permanent.
Judge-Advocate General Weeks: Commander, if the headquarters are permanent,,
we at once come to the conclusion that some one in the Order must be the perma
nent custodian of those headquarters. It is not probable that any one who is com
petent to be Quartermaster General of this Order will leave his own home and take
charge of these permanent headquarters for one year.
Is there any one who can.
take care of that property who would go to another city than his home for $1,200
for one year, with simply the possibility of reappointment?
Now, if it is deter
mined to make this a part of the organio law of this Order — if we are to follow the
Grand Army of the Republic in this respect — let us do it at a time when we can do>
it nnderstandingly.
Let us put it in our Constitution.
Let us have that permanent
headquarters prepared, and then have the Qurtermaster General either elected by
the Council-in-Chief or eleoted by the entire Encampment.
It is a provision that the headquarters should be permanent, and if you act to
day under your Constitution, as you have it, you will not make the location perma
nent. There is no permanency whatever to the location.
The Quartermaster
General's department is to be established, and the Quartermaster General, under the
Constitution as it stands now, is to be eleoted for three years.
This Commanderyin-Chief might locate headquarters, as Brother Krackowizer suggested, at Chicago,
and the next Commandery-in-Chief can change that location.
The point that I was
driving at when I made the remarks that the brother has quoted was the necessity
of getting something permanent. The most important thing was to get the term
of the Quartermaster General a fixed term, so that a man might be warranted, pos
sibly, in giving up his home connections to take the office, and then to make the
location to some extent permanent: but you cannot make it permanent without
amending the Constitution.
Now I want to speak to the motion.
am opposed to the amendment because
feel, to a certain extent, bound to support a permanent Quartermaster General's
department, in view of the position that I took last year; but I do believe that the
Constitution should be so amended that the permanent Quartermaster General
should be elected for a term of three years, as it is now provided, and that another
clause should be put into that article, providing that after the election of the Quar
termaster General at the Eleventh Annual Encampment, the location of the perma
nent headquarters shall be determined. That, believe, is the proper way of getting
at this. I am opposed to the amendment.
Commander P. A. Babeowb, of Nebraska: Commander, I have been trying to find
out why the rank and file have lost interest in the Order, and
believe we have the
key to the situation right here. It is the work of the National Encampment.
At
one Enoampment we make one law. At the next Encampment we reconsider and
repenl it, and it keeps the rank and file busy tryipg to find out what the rules of the
Order really are. I believe if we make a rule, we should stand by it at least long
enough to give it a trial, and not indulge in this boys' play of making a Constitu
tion and then knocking it to pieces before we give it a chance to see whether it will
work or not.
E. Poebstei., of Pennsylvania: Commander,
move the previous question.
Past Commander F. McCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
W. H. Reed, of Iowa: Commander,
second the motion.
The Pbesiding Offices: The previous question is moved by Brother PoersteL
of Pennsylvania, and seconded by members from two Divisions.
The question is,
Shall the main question now be put ? All those in favor of the motion will signify so
by the usual voting sign of the Order.
R. W. Wilcox, of New York: Will the Commander state the question?
The Presiding Offices: The question is, Shall the main question now be putf
R. W. Wilcox, of New York: What is the main question?
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The Presiding Officer: The main question is on the motion of Brother Krack
owizer, of Wisconsin, striking article XXV, on pages 76 and 77 of the Constitution,
Eules and Regulations, out. The previous question is moved on that motion, and
The ques
seconded by members of two Divisions, as required by the Constitution.
tion is, Shall the main question now be put f All those in favor of this motion
will signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order. The Adjutant General will
Those opposed, the same sign.
count.
The Adjutant General reported 25 voting in the affirmative; in the negative, 40.
The Presiding Officer: The motion for the previous question is lost.
W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Commander, I move you that article XXV, chapter V,
beginning on page 7fi, be so amended that the headquarters of the Quartermaster
General shall be located at the point hereafter to be determined upon, for the period
of three years. This fixes the locality of the Quartermaster General's headquarters
in a given place for three years, the same as the Quartermaster General's term of
office as fixed by this article.
E. W. Krackowizer, of Wisconsin: Commander, I second that motion, if I under
stand it to be a substitute for the motion of Brother McCrillis, to proceed to desig
nate the place.
Past Commander F. McChillib, of Illinois: Commander, I wish to ask —
E. W. Krackowizer, of Wisconsin: Commander, I rise to a point of order. The
motion has not been stated.
The Presiding Officer: I understand there is a motion before the house to
proceed to name the place where permanent Quartermaster General's headquarters
shall be located.
E. W. Krackowizer, of Wisconsin: Commander, a substitute motion has been
offered by Brother Russell, of Kansas, and I seconded that motion.
The Presiding Officer: It is moved and seconded to substitute for the motion
that we now proceed to designate the place for permanent Quartermaster General's
headquarters, a motion to amend article XXV, chapter V, of the Constitution, so that
the Quartermaster General's headquarters will be located at the place hereafter to be
designated for the period of three years.
W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Commander, with the consent of my second, I will
I will make my amendment to change arti
change that motion in one particular.
cle XXV, chapter V, so as to read in this fashion:
The Quartermaster General's department shall be established and made perma
nent and the Quartermaster General shall be made directly accountable to the Commandery-in-Chief, etc.
Commander H. Rosenhadpt, of Washington: Commander, I offer to amend that
by adding:
And no Quartermaster General can succeed himself in office.
Past Commander F. McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander, I rise to a point of or
der. I rose to a question of information, and I was not recognized and was crowded
out. Before making my point of order I wished to be sure that I understood the
situation; but I will assume that
understand it correctly, and that the motion
made by Brother Krackowizer was a substitute motion. Now you are entertaining
another substitute motion. I ask you to rule the last motion out of order. Let us
keep this thing straight.
The Presiding Officer: The chair rules the point of order well taken. The
question is now upon the motion to name the place for the location of a permanent
Quartermaster General's headquarters.
E. W. Krackowizer, of Wisconsin: Commander, I appeal from the decision of
the chair, which, as I understand it, is to the effect that Brother Russell's motion
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I

do not un
cannot be entertained because it happens to be a substitute motion.
derstand parliamentary law that way.
The Pbesidinq Offices: Will Brother McCrillis state his point of order again.
Past Commander F. McCbiixis, of Illinois: Commander, rose originally for in
I wanted to ask Brother Krackowizer if the motion he made was not a
formation.
substitute for the original motion. I was not recognized, and so I assumed that it
was a substitute, and made the point of order that a second substitute is not in or
I would ask for a reading of the minutes of the stenographer regarding Brother
der.
Erackowizer's motion.
Adjutant Genebal Tobias: Commander, I understand that Brother McCrillis
made a motion to proceed to locate the permanent headquarters of the Quarter
Now, this brother
master General. Brother Krackowizer offered an amendment.
until
moves
You
cannot
move
a
substitute
a substitute.
you have first
gets up and
exhausted the power of amendment. Two amendments are allowable, and then you
can move a substitute for the whole. The brother made only one amendment to the
original motion. Now, the brother gets up and moves the second amendment.
would ask a ruling
Past Commander P. McCbillis, of Illinois: Commander,
as to whether a motion to strike out the entire article is an amendment motion, or
if it can be considered as an amendment. It is not germane to the subject at all.
A substitute was moved that the entire section be
My motion was not amended.
stricken out.
The Pbesidinq Offices: The chair rules that the motion which carried was sim
ply a'substitute motion, and therefore the chair rules that the point of order is not
well taken, and that Brother Russell's motion is an amendment to the amendment,
and is in order.
Judge-Advocate
Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, it seems to me
that this amendment to the amendment, as you call it, is as foreign to the question
we are investigating as day is from night; and it does seem to me as though it is
Now, then, do
not in order, because the original motion is to designate a place.
not think an amendment limiting the time headquarters shall remain at a given
The original question is the
place is germane to a motion designating the place.
designation of some locality where permanent headquarters shall be established. I
cannot see how any amendment to the amendment or substitute can be attached to
that.
think the brother's point of order was well taken. When they move to
amend by designating the length of time headquarters shall stay there, it is attempt
ing to destroy the original idea that was before this Encampment; and that can
never be done, according to correct parliamentary usage, while the original motion
is entertained by the Encampment.
W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Commander, I rise to a point of order. The gentle
man has not appealed from the decision of the chair on the point of order raised by
Brother McCrillis, and his remarks are not in order.
Judge-Advocate
Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I am speaking
to that identical question.
said why it ought to be voted down, because it is not
germane to the original question, and we ought not to entertain it.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I rise to a point of
order.
The Pbesidinq Offices: The brother will state his point of order.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, as I understand your
ruling, you ruled that Brother Russell's motion was, as an amendment to the amend
ment, in order. I make the point of order that an amendment to an amendment
which has been lost is not in order, and the amendment of Brother Krackowizer has
been lost.
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The Pbesidino Offioeb: The chair in assuming command, when called upon by
the Commander-in-Chief, did not clearly understand the condition of the business
before the Encampment.
In stating the amendment to the amendment, the suppo
sition was, on my part, that the motion was to select a place, or locate the perma
nent headquarters of the Quartermaster General's department; and that the motion
of Brother Krackowizer following was an amendment — a substitute motion to
strike out the entire article.
Past Commander R. Loebenhtein, of Missouri: And that was lost.
The Pbesidino Offices : That was lost.
E. \Y. Kbackowizee, of Wisconsin: Commander, with all due deference to the
chair, do I understand the Commander to say that such a second substitute, being
different from the first, but wholly germane to the matter under discussion, is not
to be entertained? Brother Russell's motion, seconded by me, is an amendment to
the Constitution, offered as a substitute for Brother McCrillis's motion. Is not that
in order?
The Pbesidino Offioeb: Yes, sir.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I believe that everybody
sees, not only the wisdom, but almost the necessity, under the present provisions of
our Constitution and the action of this Encampment, for oarrying the amendment
proposed by Brother Russell. If we are to have a Quartermaster General for a
term of three years, and as I think that is generally understood, I move the previ
ous question.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
Judge-Advocate Genebal R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I second the mo
tion.
The Pbesidino Offices: The previous question is moved by Brother Bundy, of
Ohio, seconded by Brother Orner, of Illinois, and Brother Shaw Van, of Iowa. The
question is, Shall the main question be now put? All those in favor of the motion
will signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order. Contrary, the same sign. It
seems to be carried; it is carried.
The question is now on the amendment of
Brother Russell, seconded by Brother Krackowizer, that the headquarters of the
Quartermaster General be designated by this Encampment as permanent for three
years.

W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Commander, I beg pardon. The way I had it last
simply this: Adding the words "and made permanent" after the words "shall
be established.'' in the second line of article XXV, page 76, so that the article will

was

read:

The Quartermaster General's department Bhall be established and made perma
nent, and the Quartermaster General be made directly accountable to the Commandery-in-Chief, etc.
The Pbesidino Offices: All those in favor of this amendment will signify so by
the usual voting sign of the Order. Those contrary minded, the same sign. It seems
to be carried; it is carried. The question now recurs upon the original motion to
name the place where the permanent headquarters for the Quartermaster General
shall be located, with the understanding, in pursuance of the action just had, that it
is to be for three years.
E. W. Kbackowizee, of Wisconsin: Commander, I rise to a point of order, that
the substitute having been adopted the original motion falls to the ground, and I
suggest that Brother McCrillis now renew it in order that the chair may understand it.
The Pbesidino Offioeb: The point of order is well taken.
Past Commander F. McCbillis, of Illinois: Then, Commander, I move that we
now proceeed to locate the permanent headquarters for the Quartermaster General's
department.
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L. Veen Williams, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The Presiding Officee: Is the Encampment ready for the question ? All those
in favor of the motion will signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order. Those
of contrary opinion, the same sign. The motion seems to be carried; it is carried.
The Commander-in-Chief resumed command.
Commander E. \V. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I would like to ask if
nominations for the location are now in order.
Tee Commandeb-in-Chief: Nominations for the location of permanent head
quarters of the Quartermaster General's department are now in order.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Then, Commander, I take pleasure in
nominating as the place for the location of the permanent headquarters of the
Quartermaster General's department a city oentrally located, and one well-known to
all.
nominate Chicago, 111.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Are there any other looations to be presented?
C. A. Hebmann, jb., of Oregon: Commander, I suggest St. Louis, Mo.
G. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, I nominate New York city.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I oertainly hope the gen
tleman will withdraw the nomination of St. Louis.
St. Louis is not a candidate.
Past Commander E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander, I should like to
nominate Seattle.
E. N.. Bridges, of Pennsylvania: Commander,
raise the point of order, that
under this head a roll-call of the States should be taken.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair entertains the nominations in this form in
order to save time. Are there any other nominations?
Commander P. A. Babbows, of Nebraska: Commander, I nominate Omaha, Neb.
C. A. Hebmann, jb., of Oregon: Commander, I move nominations be now closed.
The CommAndeb-in-Chief: If there are no further nominations the chair will
declare the nominations olosed, and the Adjutant General will call the roll.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I am requested by the
Missouri delegation to withdraw the city of St. Louis, as they are not aspiring for
the honor. I therefore very respectfully withdraw St. Louis.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: St. Louis is withdrawn.
The Adjutant General called the roll and reported the result, as follows: Chicago,
63; New York, 22; Seattle, 3; Squeedunk, 1.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Chicago, having received a majority of all the votes
oast, is therefore declared the location of permanent headquarters of the Quarter
master General.
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Commander F. A. Agnewx of Kansas: Commander, now move that we proceed
to the selection of a plaoe for holding the next annual Encampment.
second the motion.
Past Commander F. MoCbillis, of Illinois: Commander,
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that we now proceed to
Is there any
the selection of the plaoe for holding the next National Encampment.
usual sign.
All
those
in
favor
of
the
motion
will
so
the
signify
by
disoussion?
Those opposed.
It seems to be, and is, carried. Nominations are in order for the
location of the next National Encampment.
C. A. Hebmann, jb., of Oregon: Commander, I put in nomination Indianapolis,
Ind., as a city centrally located and accessible from points in all the different States.
It is the hub of the United States in railroad circles, and, as a railroad man, I nomi

I

nate Indianapolis.
Past Commander E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, I would be in favor
of locating the next Encampment in some Division that would invite us there.
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Commander F. Musseb, of Ohio: Commander, on the part of the Division of
Ohio and the city of Cincinnati, I am prepared to invite the National Encampment
It is hardly
of the Commandery-in-Chief to come to the queen city of the West.
Cincin
necessary for me to enter into any details as to the attractions of that city.
nati is too well known to require any advertisement; and on behalf of our people
and the Sons of Veterans of the Division, and of 11 Camps of 500 members in the
oity of Cincinnati and Hamilton county. I now invite you to select that place as the
place for your next Encampment.
v
Juntos Vice-Commandeb-in-Chikf Bookwalteb: Commander, before leaving In
dianapolis I received several letters from the secretary of the Commercial Club of
that city and from the Governor of the State, and at their request and in discharge
It will
of my duty to them I will read to this Encampment those communications.
not take any great length of time.
The first is a letter from the Commercial Club,
addressed

to myself, as follows:

Indianapolis, August 3, 1892.
Esq.:
Deab Sib — I herewith send you n formal invitation, on behalf of the Commercial
Club, to the Sons of Veterans to hold their next National Encampment in Indian
I have talked with Mr.
apolis, together with an invitation from the Governor.
Erwin, ohairman of our committee on assemblages, in regard to the matter of invit
ing the organization to come here, and he thinks that we can undertake to provide
for the necessary expenses of the Encampment.
I beg to suggest that, in the speech to be made before the Encampment in behalf
of Indianapolis, attention be especially directed to our soldiers' monument and its
completion next year. As the grandest monument of the kind erected in the world,
it appeals strongly to patriotic appreciation, and we are encouraged to believe from
the great number of letters that we are receiving from all parts of the country that
it will have the effect of bringing to Indianapolis next year the Grand Army En
campment. It would be equally fitting that the Sons of Veterans should also come
here; probably not at the same time, because there may be better accommodations
on another occasion.
I do not know whether there is any probability that Chicago will be urged as the
meeting-place on account of the World's Fair, but there is a good deal of that senti
ment abroad in the land, and I mention it that you may be prepared for it. The
Grand Army people who remember the experience at Philadelphia in Centennial
year are strongly of the opinion that it would be a great mistake for them to have
their Encampment in Chicago next year. They say that they would be lost sight of,
that the' serious business of the meeting would not receive due attention, and that
in fact the Enoampment would be a failure. They argue that it is much better to
meet at some point near Chicago, where the World's Fair may not be a disturbing
attraction during their proceedings, before or after which those who want to could
at little expense go to the World's Fair, if the Encampment is held at some conven
ient point like Indianapolis.
The railroad fare from here to Chicago next year will,
as you doubtless know, be very low. The round-trip rate of $3 has already been
offered, and it is not improbable that it will be as low as $1.50 or $2; so that, with
lower railroad rates and better accommodations, the Encampment could be better
cared for here than at Chicago, and at a saving to the delegates which would enable
them to take in the World's Fair and still have something ahead.
I mention these
matters merely by way of suggestion.
If you succeed in getting the Encampment for Indianapolis, please telegraph
me — at my expense, of course.
William Fobtune, Secretary.
Wishing you success, I am, very respectfully,
C.

A.

Bookwalter,

Indianapolis, August

!i.

Here is the formal invitation from the Commercial Club:
1892.

it

To the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans:
The Commercial Club, an organization composed of 1,000 of the leading citizens
of Indianapolis, cordially joins the local organization in their invitation to the Sons
of Veterans to hold the next National Encampment in this city. The central location
of Indianapolis, with its 16 lines of railroads, makes
an advantageous point of
meeting. The many hotels of the city afford ample accommodations, and the Com

PROCEEDINGS.

281

mercial Club will gladly assist in making the visit of the Sons of Veterans to onr
city one of memorable pleasure.
Very respeotfully,
William Fobtune, Secretary.
And here is

a

letter from Governor Chase:

Executive Depabtment, Indianapolis, Ind., August 3, 1892.
of Veterans, Helena, Mont.:
My Deab Sib — As a comrade interested in the welfare of the Sons of Veterans,

Commander-in-Chief Sons

I desire, on behalf of the State of Indiana, and of its capitol more especially, to most
earnestly invite your honorable and patriotic body to come to Indianapolis in 1893.
Nowhere on earth can you find warmer welcome than among Hoosiers. We will put
our best foot and both hands forward to greet you. Very truly yours,
Iba J. Chase, Governor.

Now, Commander, I wish to state that these invitations were handed to me, and
it my duty to call them to the attention of this Encampment, and to state at
the same time that the brothers of the Indiana Division have never formally ex
pressed a desire for this Encampment; and, as a member of the Indiana Division,
second the nomination of the city of Cincinnati.
Past Commander F. MoCbillis, of Illinois: Commander, inasmuch as Chioago
has been brought into this, not by the Illinois delegation,
wish to state that the
feeling in Chicago is exactly as was represented in those letters. While we would
be glad to entertain the Commandery-in-Chief whenever they want to come there —■
and we hope some day in the future to have that pleasure — we do not feel that this

I

feel

I

I

year would be a good year for the Encampment to be held at Chicago; and, believ
ing that Cincinnati would be the best place, under all the circumstances, and know
ing it is near to our city and that the rates will be very cheap from Chicago to
Cincinnati, I take pleasure in seconding the nomination of Cincinnati.
Past Commander E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander, I move you that
nominations be now closed, and that the Adjutant General be instructed to cast the
unanimous ballot of this Encampment for Cincinnati as' the plaoe of holding the
Twelfth Annual Enoampment of the Commandery-in-Chief.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If the brothers will allow me a question of informa
tion. There can be no doubt about it that the Sons of Veterans will not go where
they are not wanted by their brothers, no matter how much outsiders may want
Now, I understand the position, as stated by the Junior Vice-Commander-inthem.
Chief, to be, that the commercial interests and the Governor of the State of Indiana
invite us, but that the brothers of the Division of Indiana do not invite us, but sec
ond the nomination of Cincinnati.
The chair would like to know if that is a cor-,
rect statement?
Juniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Eminently correct, Commander.
Past Commander J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, as Past Commander of
the Indiana Division of the Sons of Veterans, V. S. A., I desire to state to the broth
ers of this Encampment assembled that the brothers of the Indiana Division would
be pleased to entertain the next Encampment at the city of Indianapolis.
I desire
to say that no action was taken in reference to this matter at the State Encamp
ment, neither has there been any oanvass throughout the Division among the Camps,
or consideration of this question, because it was thought that the strong probability
or desire would be, not to bring the Encampment to the State of Indiana next year;
but that at some future period the sentiment would be such that we could make the
proper arrangements for it. We believe that, in order to conduct a National En
campment of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., it is necessary, before we present an
invitation, that we should in advance perfect all of the arrangements for the enter
tainment, to the entire satisfaction of each and every member who should attend.
Not having made such arrangements, or having thought of it particularly in that
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way, we made no special recommendation, nor issued any special invitations; but
now. on behalf of that Division of Hoosiers, and on behalf of the State of Indiana,
who, when the country was assailed by the foe, sent to the front 208,000 loyal sol
diers, who stood shoulder to shoulder to perpetuate that grand banner, the stars and
stripes, I invite you to the State of Indiana, and the oity of Indianapolis, to hold
your next annual Encampment.
Past Commander E. H. Mixham, of Minnesota: Commander, I would like to in
quire from my good brother Hoosiers, before I vote on this, if it is possible for the
great State of Indiana to raise a nice little sum for a competitive prize drill at the
next National Encampment.
I conceive that at a central location like either Cin
cinnati or Indianapolis we will have one of the grandest chanoes to show off a num
ber of the companies of the Sons of Veterans' Guards, many of them as creditable,
perhaps, as the one that drilled here last night; and I think that an effort should be
made to put up quite a sum as prize money for the competitive drills.
I believe,
brothers, there is no one feature that will advance our Order more than to show up
some of our companies of Sons of Veterans' Guards, so that the militia or National
Guard won't care to compete against us.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Can the brothers from Indiana furnish the desired
information?
Past Commander J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I did not understand
that the question was propounded to me, and I did not understand it.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Milham desired to know whether the Division
of Indiana was prepared to say anything in regard to furnishing a suitable prize for
a competitive drill.
Past Commander J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, the brothers may know
from my remarks that there has been no oanvass at all made of the Camps, and no
attempt to reach the sentiment of the members of the Division nor of the citizens
of the city of Indianapolis, except as has been presented here; but down in the
State of Indiana, while we are Hoosiers, as Brother Delano suggested — that's right,
and we believe in that term — we have a period of a year before us, and I think the
Division had better go out of the ranks entirely if it cannot in that time prepare
everything that is necessary to benefit and build higher our Order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I think the question was not directed to the Division
of Ohio; but it seems to me it would be proper for the Encampment to hear from
the Division of Ohio on the same subject.
Past Commander H. B. Baoulev, of West Virginia: Commander, I would say,
that at the Encampment at Des Moines, Colonel Freer invited this Commandery-inChief to hold their next National Encampment at Wheeling, and he assured them all
the hospitality in the world.
I want to say that the Division did n't know anything
about it. We had not made any preparations, and I want to say now that I know
just how much work there is to do in that case, for I think I shouldered the burden
of entertaining that Encampment.
Now, that is the predicament we are liable to
get our Hoosier brethren into if we fix upon Indianapolis
as the place for holding
the next National Encampment.
I don 't think we have a right to foist ourselves
upon Camps in that way unless they ask us. I do n't think any man should propose
for us to go to any place when he does not live there himself, and does not have to
shoulder any of the responsibility of entertaining the Encampment.
There are Di
visions that will invite us; they have looked at the matter and considered it, and
made arrangements to entertain us, and those are the places we should consider.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I will say that this matter
of inviting the next National Encampment to come to the city of Cincinnati has
been thoroughly canvassed, not only among the business men of that city, not only
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among the hotel proprietors, and not only among men from whom we expect to
raise the necessary funds, but also by the various Camps of Hamilton county, and
we are here to submit, in behalf of 11 Camps of that county, and in behalf of the 500
loyal, enthusiastic, earnest and energetic members of this organization who live
there, an invitation to this Encampment to come to our city.
Now, sirs, if for political reasons or otherwise the boys want to go to Indianapo
lis, that is all very wejl and good. It is only 100 miles from the city of CincinnatiIt is almost on the border of our State, and we hardly feel like tip hting this ques
tion. We have stated that we want the Encampment; we have stated everything
that it seems to me is necessary to induce you to come there if you want to. We
will be glad to have you come, and glad to entertain you. We know what it means
to entertain an Encampment.
We have entertained the Encampment of the Divi
sion of Ohio, and that Encampment has been larger than any National Encampment
that I have ever yet had the honor to attend. At that time we raised a considerable
sum of money, and after the Encampment was over we had some of that money still
left on our hands.
Our people will guarantee to the uniform rank of this Order,
that if they will oome there we will give them a prize such as the splendid city of
Helena has done upon this occasion. We ask you to come.
The reasons have been
stated, and I believe everybody has his mind made up as to where he wants the Commandery to go, and I think we might as well vote.
G. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, inasmuch as there are only two
cities placed in nomination, I move you that we now prooeed at once to the selec
tion of the place for holding the next National Encampment by a rising vote.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If there is no objection, the question will be decided
by a rising vote. The only cities placed in nomination are Cincinnati and Indian
apolis.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, now that the Past
Commander of the Indiana Division has plaoed Indianapolis in nomination, I do not
wish to appear inconsistent, and I feel constrained to withdraw my second to the
nomination of Cincinnati in order to vote for my own oity.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Cincinnati having been the first city plaoed in nomi
nation, the vote will be taken first on Cincinnati.
C. H. Kocheb8peboeb, of Pennsylvania:
Commander, I demand a call of the roll.
E. D. Weed, of Montana: Commander, I would suggest, in order that the busi
ness of the Encampment may be expedited, that the roll of Divisions be called in
stead of the roll of members.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: And that the Divisions vote as they do upon the
election of officers?
E. D. Weed, of Montana: Yes, Commander.
Brothers Orner, of Illinois, Frazee, of Ohio, and Hermann, of Oregon, de
manded a call of the roll.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll and announced the result, as follows: Num
ber of votes cast, 86; of which Cincinnati received 49, Indianapolis 37.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Cincinnati, having received a majority of all the
votes cast, is therefore declared the location for holding the next National Encamp
ment. It is now in order to fix the date for holding the next Encampment.
DATE OF NEXT NATIONAL

Juniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief

ENCAMPMENT.

Bookwalteb: Commander,

the matter be left to the discretion of the Council-in Chief.
Councilman-in-Chief W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts:
the motion.

I

move you that

Commander,

I

second
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It

The Commandeb-in-Chief:
the date for the next National

is moved and seconded that the matter of fixing
Encampment be left to the Counoil-in-Chief.
Any

discussion?
Judge-Advocate

Geneeai, K. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, if the mover
of that motion will accept a slight amendment, I will vote for it, and that is, that
the Council-in-Chief shall notify us a reasonable time in advance of the date fixedf
,
say, six months.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I do not think it can be wisely decided earlier than
January er February, can it Brother Bundy?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, it will be perfectly agree
able to the brothers of Cincinnati, Ohio, at any time the Council-in-Chief may de
cide upon.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is it not likely that during the latter part of August
and the first of September other bodies may come to Cincinnati, and their coming
might occur so as to interfere with our getting proper accommodations?
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, that is not at all unlikely.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
Bookwalteb: Commander, I will ask leave of
my second to amend the motion so as to leave the matter to the Council-in-Chief,
with an instruction that they notify the Order at large as to the date selected not
less than four months before the date selected.
Counoilman-in-Chief
W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Commander, as seconder
of the motion, I consent to that modification.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the motion. Any discus
sion? All those in favor of the motion signify so by the usual voting sign. Those
opposed. It seems to be carried; it is carried.
Is there any further business to come before us under the head of new business?
Let every brother put on his thinking-cap, and if there is anything else to oome upunder this head, let it be presented now, so that we can close up everything under
this order of business.
amendment

stbikino out the wobd "combade."

J. M. Kennedy, of Colorado: Commander, I wish to move to amend article XXIV
of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, on page 76, so as to read as follows:
It shall be lawful for the members of this Order to use the term " Brother " in ad
dressing each other.

The amendment consists in striking out the words "either" and "comrade or."
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded to amend article XXIV, by
striking out the words "either" and "comrade or," bo that the only title to be used
in our Order will be that of "Brother." Is there any disoussion?
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I believe that mat
ter has been discussed at length in the last two or three National Encampments, and
I do not believe that at this hour we want to go into that sort of a discussion here,
and have the whole matter opened up. Therefore, I move that the proposed amend
ment lay on the table, and upon that motion I demand the previous question.
Past Commander H. B. Baquley, of West Virginia: Commander, I second the
motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded to lay the proposed amend
ment upon the table; and upon that motion the previous question is demanded.
Shall the main question now be put? All those in favor, signify so by the usual
sign. Those opposed. It seems to be carried; it is carried. The question now is,
Shall the motion to amend

the Constitution

be laid upon the table?

All

those

in
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-favor of the motion will signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to
be carried — it is carried; and the proposed amendment is laid upon the table.
G. W. Penniman, of Massachusetts: Commander, I call for a division.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The brother is too late to call for a division. The
-chair was careful to announce the vote so as to give opportunity to call for a divi
sion. Is there any further new business?
BEPOBT OF THE COMMITTEE

ON BESOLUTIONB.

W. H. Russell, of Kansas: Commander, has the Committee on Resolutions re
ported the matter that was last referred to it?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The Committee on Resolutions is prepared to report,
but I thought we had better conclude new business, having transposed the order,
And then allow the Committee on Resolutions to report later.
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I move recess until 1:30 o'clock.
A. B. Callaham, of Kansas: Commander,
desire to second the motion for a re

I

cess.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Houston, of Ohio, seconded
by Brother Callaham, of Kansas, that we do now take recess until 1:30 o'clock. Is
there any discussion?
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I move to lay that
motion upon the table; and upon that I demand the previous question.
Adjutant Genebal Tobias:
seoond the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the motion to take
recess be laid upon the table, and on that the previous question is demanded.
Shall
the main question now be put? All in favor will signify so by the usual sign. Those
opposed. It seems to be carried; it is carried. The motion now before the house
is to lay the motion to take recess upon the table. All those in favor of the motion
■will signify so by the usual sign.
Those opposed. It seems to be carried —
G. E. Lewis, of Kansas: Commander, I call for a division.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: A division is called for. All those in favor of laying
the motion for recess upon the table will please rise to their feet. The Adjutant
General will count.
Past Commander W. E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander, I think some of the brothers
*re misinformed. This is a motion to lay upon the table, is it not?
The Commandeb-in-Chief: This is a motion to lay on the table. Those opposed
will now rise to their feet.
The Adjutant General reported 62 voting in the affirmative; nays not counted.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion is carried, 62 voting in the affirmative,
and the motion to take recess is laid upon the table.

I

pbesentation

to- oommandeb-in-chief.

E. D. Weed, of Montana: Commander, on behalf of the Division of Montana, I
desire to offer the following resolution:
Whebeas, The services which have been rendered to the Order of the Sons of
Veterans by Bartow S. Weeks, as Commander-in-Chief during the years 1891 and
1892, have promoted the welfare of the organization and advanced it in the esteem
of the civilized world; and
Whebeas, The members of the Eleventh National Encampment, assembled in
Helena, Mont., desire to express to him their appreciation of the oonspiouous ability
and strength of his administration: therefore, be it
Resolved. That the engraved invitation presented at Minneapolis by the Division
of Montana to the Commandery-in-Chief, to hold its Eleventh Annual Encampment
in Helena, be presented to Past Commander-in Chief Bartow S. Weeks, as a souvenir
of the "Treasure State" and as a testimonial of our esteem and good will.

I

move the adoption of the resolution.
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Juniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I second the mo
tion.
Seniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief
Fulleb: Brothers, the question is upon th&
I suggest it be
adoption of the resolution moved by Brother Weed, of Montana.
taken by rising vote.
All those in favor of the adoption of the resolution will sig
nify so by rising to their feet. Those opposed. The resolution is adopted unani
mously.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, I hardly know how to express to you my
appreciation of this very kind evidence of your feeling toward me. The invitation
presented by the brothers of Montana to the Commandery-in-Chief last year must,
of necessity, be one of the most elegant, if not the most elegant, souvenir that
could possibly have as a remembrance of my administration.
It started from the
beginning of my administration and it is the emblem of its close. It was presented
at Minneapolis to the Encampment, and by the Encampment is now presented
to
me at Helena.
thank you, brothers, and I feel that I am unable to properly ex
press my thanks. Is there any further new business to oome before the Encamp
ment? When I urged that the brothers should put on their thinking caps, for
prayerful reflection, I did not know that this would be the result. Possibly some
body else may remember something that was forgotten, if they think hard enough.

I

I

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

TO FAST COMMANDEB-IN-CHIEF

LELAND

J.

WEBB.

of New Jersey: Commander, I would like to
call the attention of the Commandery-in-Chief to the fact that we accepted a present
from General Webb, this morning, that was unique in its oharaoter. I suppose it
could not possibly be duplicated, and I think some testimonial of respect should be

Chaplain-in-Chief

G. W.

Pollitt,

voted.

The Commandeb-in-Chief : I understand that a resolution was offered by Brother
If there is no further
Kraokowizer accepting it, with proper acknowledgments.
new business to come before the Commandery-in-Chief, the regular order of busi
ness will be resumed, and the Committee on Resolutions will report.
BEPOBT OF THE COMMITTEE

ON BESOLUTIONS

IN BEOABD TO THE U. V. U. INVITATION.

Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, your Committee on
Resolutions begs leave to report upon the invitation submitted from the Union Vet
erans' Union, at Washington, D. C, to the Sons of Veterans, to act as escort to the
Union Veterans' Union on that occasion. The committee recommend that this
matter be referred to the incoming administration with power to act. I move the
adoption of the report.
Past Commander R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander, I second the mo
tion.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois:" Commander, I move you that the in
coming Commander-in-Chief inform the Union Veterans' Union that the Sons of
Veterans, being auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, are, by their position,
I move that as a substitute.
required to escort the Grand Army of the Republic.
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, perhaps the wording
of the report of the committee was not dearly understood, or, rather, misinter
preted. I meant to give the idea, to act if the incoming administration deems it ad
visable. We do not wish to give any instruction which would require them to act.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: I understand, brothers, the motion to be in the na
ture of an amendment to the recommendation of the committee, that in addition to
the matter being referred to the incoming Commander-in-Chief, it be referred with
instructions that he shall notify the gentlemen who have forwarded the invitation
that our body must act as escort to the Grand Army of the Republic.
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B. Patbick, of Missonri: Commander,
The Commandeb-in-Chiee: The motion

I second

287
that motion.
by Brother Patrick, of Mis

is seconded

sonri.
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: Oommander, we would like to ask if the Grand
Army of the Republic have not already refused, or decided, not to have the Sons of
Veterans as escort on thai occasion?
The Adjutant General : Commander, I will state that through, the office of the
Adjutant General's department came a program, stating that the Grand Army of the
Republic would have a parade on one day entirely devoted to Grand Army veterans,
and on the following day there is to be a parade of all the other societies; and under
no circumstances can the Sons of Veterans, or any other organization, participate
in the parade that is to be had on the day set oft for the Grand Army parade, as they
anticipate having such large numbers that they cannot take care of anybody else.
That is the position, as I understand it through the department of the Adjutant
General.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I would like to ask if that is official, signed by General Palmer, Commander-in-Chief, or whether it is the arrange
ment of the local committee ?
The Adjutant Genebal: I understand that the local committee has made that
provision because it could not otherwise handle the body of men.
E. W. Kbackowizeb, of Wisconsin: Commander, I would suggest that the local
committee have nothing to say about it; that General Palmer issues the orders,
and they will have to abide by them.
Chaplain-in-Chief G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commander, the National
Tribune has stated several times that the parade of the Sons of Veterans occurs on
Monday, and that of the Grand Army on Tuesday.
Adjutant Genebal Tobias: I don't think, Commander, we ought to pass the
resolution in this form.
think the ohairman of the committee on resolutions put
it very properly. We do n't need to hit these people in the face so hard. Why
compel the Commander-in-Chief to say "We do n't want you"? That is what it
means.
Whoever he
Why not let the Commander-in-Chief use his own discretion?
may be, he will act for the best interests of our organization.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is there any further discussion? If not, all those in
favor of the amendment of Brother Orner will signify so by the usual sign. Those
opposed. It seems to be lost; it is lost. The question now reours upon the orig
inal recommendation of the Committee on Resolutions — on the motion to adopt
their recommendation. All those in favor of the motion will signify so by the
usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be carried; it is carried. Has the com
mittee any further report to make ?
Commander W. S. Obebdobf, of New York: Commander, the committee has com
pleted its labors.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: A motion to discharge the committee is now in order.
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I move the committee be discharged.
D. C. Yates, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the committee be dis
charged — presume, with thanks. All those in favor of the motion will signify so
by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be oarried; it is carried. Are there
any committees who have not been discharged, exoept the Standing Committee (so
I will ask if the Standing Committee on Ritual have presented
called) on Ritual?
their bills, and if the same have been audited or paid ?

I

I
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DISCHABOK OF STANDING COMMITTEE

ON BITCAL.

Past Commander J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, the bills of the perma
nent Committee on Ritual have been presented and have been allowed, and, I guess,
are paid.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: If all the debts incurred by that committee have been
paid, as stated by the committee, a motion will be in order to discharge the committee.
Commander E. A. Wells, of Illinois: Commander, I move the committee be dis
charged, with thanks.
Emil Poebstel, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I seoond the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the Standing Commit
tee on Ritual be discharged, with thanks.
All those in favor of the motion will sig
nify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be carried — it is carried,
and the committee is discharged. The Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regu
lations, which served at Minneapolis Encampment, was continued for the purpose
of editing the new Constitution, Rules, and Regulations. I should like to ask Brother
Maccabe if there are any bills of that committee unpaid.
DISCHABOE OF STANDING COMMITTEE

ON CONSTITUTION, BULE8, AND

BEQULATIONS.

Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, we paid our
own bills.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That committee having completed its labors, I be
lieve, is entitled to be discharged, is it not, Brother Maccabe?
Past Commander J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: It is, Commander.
E. N. Bbidoes, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move this committee be dis
charged, and that they have the thanks of this organization for paying their own
bills.
Chas. L. Witham, of Maine: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the old Committee on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations be discharged, with the thanks of the ComIs there any discussion ? All those in favor of the motion will
mandery-in-Chief.
signify so by the usual sign. Those opposed. It seems to be carried; it is carried.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, I move this Commandery do now take recess until 1 o'clock and 45 minutes.
J. D. Houston, of Ohio: Commander, I move to amend by making it 2 o'clock.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Is Brother Bookwalter's motion seconded?
A. B. Call ah am, of Kansas: Commander, I second that motion.
Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief Bookwalteb: Commander, with the consent
of my second, I accept the amendment offered by Brother Houston.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The motion is amended to take recess until 2 o'clock.
Is there any discussion? All those in favor of the motion will signify so by the
usual sign. Those opposed. The chair is unable to determine. Those in favor of
taking recess now until 2 o'clock will please rise, and the Adjutant General will
count. The brothers will be seated. Those opposed to taking recess until 2 o'clock
will please rise. The Adjutant General reported 49 voting in the affirmative, and 39
in the negative.
The Commandek-in-Chief:
The motion to take recess is carried by a vote of 49
to 39. Before recess is declared, however, I am desired by the Committee on Ar
rangements to notify the Encampment that the ball will be held here to-night; vis
iting brothers will be admitted free of charge, and it is urged that all attend who
can possibly do so.
Past Commander C. F. Mobbison, of Montana: Commander, the local committee
would also request that they attend in uniform.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Recess is now declared until 2 o'clock p.m.
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.
'

o'clock p.m.
This Commandeb-in-Chief:
The Commandery will please come to order, and the
Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll and announced a quorum present.
Past Commander C. T. Obneb, of Illinois: Commander, I desire to move the
adoption of the following resolution:
Resolved, That this Commandery-in-Chief order engraved, upon the silver invita
tion presented to the Commandery-in-Chief at Minneapolis last year by the Montana
Division, the resolution presenting the same to the Commander-in-Chief, as a testi
monial of the esteem in which he is held by the Order, which was adopted this morn
ing.
Past Commander E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander,
second the mo
tion.
Seniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief
Fulleb: Brothers, it is moved by Commander
Orner, of Illinois, and seconded by Commander Young, of Washington, that the
resolution adopted this morning, presenting the silver invitation presented to the
Commandery-in-Chief at Minneapolis last year by the delegation of Montana to
Commander-in-Chief Weeks, as a testimonial of the regard in which he is, held by
the brothers of the Order, be engraved upon it. Are you ready for the question?
All in favor of the motion will signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Contrary, the same sign. It seems to be carried; it is carried.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, I can say no more to you than I did this
am only too much delighted at this kind testimony.
morning.
Friday,

2

I

I

VOTE OF THANKS TO THE A. O. U. W.

Past Commander J. B. Macoabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I move you, sir,
that the thanks of this convention be extended to the Supreme Master Workman —
if that is the correct appellation — of the Ancient Order of United Workman, for
his courtesy in loaning to us the magnificent silver gavel that has been used by the
Commander-in-Chief during this Encampment, and I ask for a rising vote.
J. B. Patbigk, of Missouri: Commander, I second the motion.
The Command eb-in- Chief: It is moved and seoonded that the thanks of this
convention be extended to the Supreme Master Workman of the Ancient Order of
United Workmen for the courtesy extended in loaning the Commander-in-Chief the
Are you ready for the question?
All those in
gavel used during the Encampment.
favor of the motion will rise.
You may be seated.
Those opposing will rise. It is
unanimously carried, and the Adjutant General will convey to Mr. Kinsley, who I
believe is also a comrade of the Grand Army, our thanks for his courtesy. Is there
any other new business, or any other committee reports, to come before this En
If not, the next order of business is the election and installation of
campment?
officers.
Nominations are in order for the office of Commander-in-Chief, and the
Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions.
ELECTION

OF COMMANDEB-IN-OHIEF.

The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called, Past Commander
Friedman gave place to Michigan, and Surgeon General F. M. Gier placed in nomi
nation Marvin E. Hall, of Michigan.
When the Division of Indiana was called, Junior Vioe-Commander-in-Chief Bookwaiter placed in nomination Past Commander John W. Newton, of Indiana.
—19
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When the Division of Iowa was called, Judge-Advocate General R. Shaw Van
the nomination of Marvin E. Hall.
When the Division of Kansas was called, Commander F. A. Agnew seconded the
nomination of Marvin E. Hall.
When the Division of Maine was called, C. L. Witham seconded the nomination
of Marvin E. Hall.
When the Division of Massachusetts was called, George W. Penniman seconded
the nomination of Marvin E. Hall.
When the Division of Minnesota was called, Past Commander E. H. Milham sec
onded the nomination of John W. Newton.
When the Division of New York was called, Jacob Wisel seconded the nomina
tion of Marvin E. Hall.
When the Division of Rhode Island was called, Commander T. M. Sweetland sec
onded the nomination of Marvin E. Hall.
When the Division of Vermont was called, Past Commander George E. Terrill
seconded the nomination of Marvin E. Hall.
When the Division of Washington was called, Past Commander E. W. Young
seconded the nomination of Marvin E. Hall.
When the Division of West Virginia was called, Past Commander H. B. Baguley
Harry S. Fuller, of Wiscon
placed in nomination Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
sin, and Past Commander F. J. Walthers seconded the nomination.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Are there any further nominations?
If not, the Com
mander-in-Chief will appoint as tellers Brother E. H. Bookwalter, of Indiana, Sur
geon General Gier, of Michigan, and Past Commander Walthers, of Wisconsin. They
will come up to the Adjutant General's desk, and the Adjutant General will call the
roll.
Past Commander J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I ask unanimous con
sent to be excused from voting.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: By unanimous consent, Past Commander Newton in
excused from voting.
Past Commander Mabvin E. Hall, of Michigan: Commander,
ask unanimous
consent to be excused from voting.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Unless there is objection, Past Commander Hall will
be excused from voting.
Past Commander J. W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I desire to withdraw
my request to be excused from voting, and will let the chairman of the delegation
cast the vote of the State of Indiana according to his instructions.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Newton will be' permitted to withdraw his
request to be excused from voting, if there is no objection.
F. F. Dbake, of Indiana: Commander, I cast the vote of John W. Newton for
Past Commander E. H. Milham, of Minnesota.
The Adjutant General concluded the calling of the roll of Divisions, and reported
the vote, as follows:
Total number of votes cast, 93; necessary for a choice, 47. For Marvin E. Hall.
69; John W. Newton, 15; Harry S. Fuller, 18; E. H. Milham, 1.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Past Commander Marvin E. Hall, of Michigan, hav
ing received a majority of all the votes cast, I declare him duly elected Commanderin-Chief of the Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., for the ensuing term.
Past Commander John W. Newton, of Indiana: Commander, I desire to make a
motion — desire the brothers to remain silent a moment, until I finish what I have
to say ; as an honorable competitor in this contest for the high office of Com
mander-in-Chief, I desire to move you, sir, that the election of Marvin E. Hall, as
seconded

I

I
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Commander-in-Chief of this body, be made unanimous; and I desire to say that, as
a Son of a Veteran myself, and coming from the Hoosier Division, and now occupy
have ever occupied — that is, Picket
ing, myself, one of the proudest positions that
Guard in the Camp — desire to pledge to the support of Marvin E. Hall, Camp No.
44 of the Division of Indiana.
During the active work of the next year the Divi
sion of Indiana will support his administration to the best of its ability, and trust
that the progress made by the past administration will be continued by the new.
Seniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
H. 8. Fulleb: Commander-in-Chief,
second
the motion of Brother Newton in every sense of the word.
Commander F. Musses, of Ohio: Commander, on behalf of the Ohio delegation,
I desire to second the motion.
Commander E. A. Wells, of Illinois: Commander, on behalf of the Illinois Divi
sion, I desire to second the motion.
J. H. Kline, of Minnesota: Commander, on behalf of the Division of Minnesota,
I desire to Becond the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brothers, yon have heard the motion. All those in
favor of the election of Bro. Marvin E. Hall being made unanimous will signify
so by the usual sign.
Those opposed. It is unanimonsly oarried, and the election
of Brother Hall is declared unanimous.
Commander-in-Chief elect Marvin E. Hall was called for.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Past Commander Hall, I have the pleasure of notify
ing you officially of your election as the next Commander-in-Chief of this Order. I
feel confident that under your administration the Order will prosper, and that it is
in safe hands.
I feel certain that when we next meet in National Encampment, in
the State of Ohio, we will come there to hear a report of progress second to none
in the annals of the Order.
Commandeb-in-Chief elect Hall: Commander-in-Chief, and brothers of the
Eleventh Annual Encampment, there are times in one's life when the feelings of the
heart overcome the power of speech.
It is beyond my power to express to you the
gratitude that I feel in this election, and I desire to say to you that in this election
you have satisfied for me the greatest ambition of my life. It is not necessary for
me to tell you what I will do throughout the coming year as your administrative
let that rest in the history of the past — what I have been to you in the
officer.
various positions in which I have served.
On future occasions I hope to be able to
say to yon some of the things which I now think, but cannot express; and for this
reason I beg to be excused from making an extended speech.
sincerely and
heartily thank you for this honor.

I

I

I

I

I

ELECTION

OF

SENIOB VICE-COMMANDEB-IN-OHIEF.

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

Nominations are now in order for the office of Sen
ior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.
The Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called, Past Commander M.
D. Friedman gave way to the Division of New Jersey, and Commander Louis L.
Drake placed in nomination Chaplain-in-Chief George W. Pollitt, of New Jersey.
When the Division of Arkansas was called, Commander J. H. Wilkins seconded
the nomination of George W. Pollitt.
When the Division of Colorado was called, J. M. Kennedy seconded the nomina
tion of Chaplain-in-Chief Pollitt.
When the Division of Iowa was called, W. H. Reed seconded the nomination of
George W. Pollitt.
When the Division of Maine was called, C. L. Witham seconded the nomination
of George W. Pollitt.
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When the Division of Massachusetts was called, Commander VV. H. Delano sec
of George W. Pollitt.
When the Division of Montana was called, Commander W. S. Votaw seoonded the
nomination of George W. Pollitt.
When the Division of Pennsylvania was called, Commander W. E. Smith seconded
the nomination of George W. Pollitt.
When the Division of Vermont was called, Past Commander George E. Terrill
seconded the nomination of George W. Pollitt.
When the Division of West Virginia was called, Past Commander H. B. Baguley
placed in nomination Past Commander W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Are there any further nominations?
If not, the chair
will declare the nominations closed, and the Adjutant General will call the roll of
Divisions.
The Adjutant General called the roll, and reported total number of votes cast 89;
necessary to a choice, 45.
George W. Pollitt received 68, W. A. Stevens 21.
Past Commander W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Commander, I move you, sir,
that the election of George W. Pollitt be made unanimous.
Judge Advocate General R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in Chief: It is moved by Past Commander Stevens, of Massa
chusetts, and seconded by Judge Advocate General Shaw Van, that the eleotion of
George W. Pollitt as Senior Vioe-Commander-in-Chief be made unanimous. Is there
All those in favor of the motion will signify so by the usual sign.
any discussion?
Those opposed. It is unanimously carried.
I have the pleasure of announcing the unanimous election of Chaplain-in-Chief
George W. Pollitt as Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief for the ensuing year.
Seniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief
elect G. W. Pollitt, of New Jersey: Commauder-in-Chief and brothers, I thank you from the bottom of my heart for this
favor you have extended to me to-day, and I hope that nothing I will do or say dur
ing the coming year will ever make you regret having elected me to this position.
onded the nomination

ELECTION

The Commandeb-in-Chief:

OF JUNIOB

VICE-COMMANDEB-IN-CHIEF.

Nominations are now in order for Junior Vioe-Commander-in-Chief.
The Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called, H. L. Veazey, of Ten
nessee, placed in nomination Past Commander M. D. Friedman, of Alabama.
When the Division of Illinois was called, Commander E. A. Wells gave way to
Montana, and E. D. Weed placed in nomination Past Commander John R. Miller, of
Montana.
WThen the Division of Minnesota was called. Past Commander Milham seconded
the nomination of John R. Miller.
When the Division of Washington was called, Past Commander E. W. Young sec
onded the nomination of John R. Miller.
When the Division of Wisconsin was called, E. W. Krackowizer seoonded the
nomination of John R. Miller.
The Commandeb-in-Chief:
Are there any further nominations?
If not, the
Commander-in-Chief will declare the nominations closed, and the Adjutant General
will call the roll.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll.
When the Commander-in-Chief's name was oalled, he asked to be relieved from
voting.
The Adjutant General concluded the calling of the roll, and reported total num
ber of votes cast, 89; neoessary to a choice, 45. M. D. Friedman received 33; John
R. Miller, 55; Chas. D. Rooney, 1.
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Commander,
Past Commander M. D. Fbiedman, of Alabama and Tennessee:
John R. Miller, of Montana, unanimous.
E. D. Wolf, of Iowa: Commander, I second the motion.

I

move to make the election of

The Commander-in-Chief:
It is moved by Brother Friedman and seoonded by
Brother Wolf that the election of John R. Miller, of Montana, be made unanimous.
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts: Commander, I also want to second that motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: All those in favor of the motion will signify so by
the usual sign. Those opposed.
The motion is carried, and Brother John R. Miller,
of Montana, is unanimously eleoted Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief for the ensuing
year.

Juniob Vioe-Commandeb-in-Chief elect John R. Milleb, of Montana: Com
mander-in-Chief, I understand that this vote is a compliment to the Camp and to
the Division to which I belong, on account of services;, but it is thoroughly appre
ciated.
Any work that comes to me, or to this Camp or Division, will be attended
to to the best of my ability.
ELECTION

OF

THE COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Nominations are now in order for members of the
Council in-Chief.
The Adjutant General will oall the roll.
When the Division of Connecticut was called, W. A. Andrews placed in nomina
tion Past Commander Henry W. Wessels, of Connecticut.
When the Division of Illinois was called, Commander E. A. Wells placed in nom
ination Isaao Cutter, of Illinois.
When the Division of Massachusetts was called, Past Commander J. B. Maccabe
seconded the nomination of H. W. Wessels.
When the Division of Michigan was called, Commander-in-Chief elect Marvin E.
Hall seconded the nomination of H. W. Wessels.
When the Division of Indiana was called, Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
Bookwaiter placed in nomination John V. B. Clarkson, of New York.
When the Division of New York was called, Adjutant General Tobias seconded
the nomination of J. V. B. Clarkson.
When the Division of Nebraska was called, Commander P. A. Barrows placed in
nomination J. S. Catterson, of Nebraska.
When the Division of New Jersey was called, Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
elect George W. Pollitt placed in nomination Commander F. A. Agnew, of Kansas.
When the Division of Ohio was oalled, PaBt Commander W. E. Bundy seconded
the nomination of J. S. Catterson, of Nebraska.
When the Division of Oregon was called, C. A. Hermann, jr., seconded the nom
ination of Isaac Cutter.
When the Division of Pennsylvania was called, Commander W. E. Smith placed
in nomination Clayton H. Kochersperger.
When the Division of Wisconsin was called, E. W. Krackowizer seconded the
nomination of J. V. B. Clarkson, J. S. Catterson, and H. W. Wessels.
J. H. Kline, of Minnesota, seconded the nomination of J. S. Catterson, of Ne
braska.
J. H. Sheire, of Minnesota, placed in nomination J. M. Kennedy, of Colorado.
F. A. Aonew, of Kansas: Commander, I desire to thank those who nominated me
for member of the Council-in-Chief.
I desire to thank all the brothers, and with
draw my name as a candidate before this Encampment.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Brother Agnew withdraws his name.
E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, I would suggest that the delegates,
in announcing their vote, confine themselves to using the last name of their candi
date.
It makes considerable confusion to call the brothers by half a dozen names.
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The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair will announce the votes as they are cast.
The candidates are Catterson. of Nebraska; Wessels, of Connecticut; Clarkson, of
New York; Kochersperger, of Pennsylvania; Cutter, of Illinois; and Kennedy, of
Colorado. The three brothers receiving a majority of the votes cast are entitled to
election. If more than three brothers should, by any chance, have more than a ma
jority of the total number of votes cast, the three brothers receiving the highest
number of votes will be declared elected.
The Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll, and reported the result of the ballot, as fol
lows: Total number of votes east, 92; necessary to a ohoioe, 47. John V. B. Clarkson received 72; H. W. Wessels, 59; Clayton H. Kochersperger, 49; Isaac Cutter, 38;
J. 8. Catterson, 38; James M. Kennedy, 20.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The candidates receiving the highest number of votes
Brothers
are John V. B. Clarkson, H. W. Wessels, and Clayton H. Kochersperger.
Clarkson, Wessels, and Kochersperger, being the three candidates who have received
the highest number of votes, and each having received more than a majority of all
the votes cast, are hereby declared elected members of the Council-in Chief for the
ensuing year.
ELECTION

OF

THE QUABTEBMA8TEB

OENEBAL.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The next business before the Encampment is the
nomination and election of the Quartermaster General. The Adjutant General will
call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Arkansas was called, Commander J. H. Wilkins gave way
to Missouri, and Commander E. W. Raymond placed in nomination Past Commander
R. Loebenstein, of Missouri.
When the Division of Colorado was called. J. M. Kennedy seconded the nomina
tion of R. Loebenstein.
When the Division of Indiana was called, Past Commander J. W. Newton placed
in nomination Charles A. Bookwalter, of Indiana, and F. F. Drake seconded the
nomination.
When the Division of Massachusetts was called, George W. Penniman seconded
the nomination of R. Loebenstein.
When the Division of Wisconsin was called, Commander R. L. MoCormick sec
onded the nomination of Charles A. Bookwalter. of Indiana.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: Are there any other nominations? If not, nomina
tions will be declared closed, and the Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll and reported the result, as follows: Total
number of votes cast, 91; necessary to a choice,
A. Bookwalter, 35; and John V. B. Clarkson, 2.

Juniob Vice-Commandeb-in-Chief

46.

R. Loebenstein received 54; C.

Bookwalteb: Commander, about the time
to frame some sort of a speech, Brother
out.
He said next year was the World's Fair,

when it became evident that 1 would have

Wiloox kindly suggested to me a way
and whoever was elected Quartermaster General, with headquarters at Chicago, would
have to entertain 100,000 Veterans and Sons of Veterans, who would come there to
I therefore move to make the
see the exhibit, and I should consider myself lucky.
election of Brother Loebenstein unanimous.
W. H. Reed, of Iowa: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the election of Brother
Loebenstein, as Quartermaster General, be made unanimous. All those in favor of
the motion will signify so by the usual sign.
Those opposed. It is carried unani
mously, and I take pleasure in notifying Brother Loebenstein of his unanimous
election to the office of Quartermaster General for the ensuing three years.
Quabteumasteb Genebal elect R. Loebenstein, of Missouri: Commander-in
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Chief and brothers, I do not desire to take up your valuable time with any speech,
bat I can assure yon most heartily and certainly that if hard, honest work, close at
tention to business, integrity and everything that will tend to the advancement of
the Order will insure a successful administration of my office, I shall certainly en
deavor to secure it. I thank the brothers most heartily for the compliment and for
the honor conferred, and I shall certainly endeavor to merit it. I thank you.
INSTALLATION

OF OFFI0EB8.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: The next business in order is installation of
and I will detail Past Commander Baguley, of West Virginia, to install the
elected.
If there is no objection, I will declare a recess for three minutes.

officers,
officers

Recess for three minutes.
Upon the expiration of the three minutes for which recess was taken, Past Com
mander H. B. Baguley called the Commandery-in-Chief to order, and Bros. Marvin
E. Hall. George W. Pollitt, John R. Miller, John V. B. Clarkson, H. W. Wessels, Clay
ton H. Kochersperger and R. Loebenstein took their stations at the altar and were
duly installed in the several offices to which they had been elected.
Upon the conclusion of the ceremony of installation, Commander-in-Chief Mar
vin E. Hall assumed command in the following words:
Commandeb-in-Chief Hall: Brothers, in assuming the duties and the dignities
of the office of Commander-in-Chief, I desire again to heartily thank you for the
practically unanimous sentiment which has elected me to this office. In doing so, I
desire to give expression to the feeling of serious responsibility which rests upon me
at this moment, in assuming this place.
Connected as I have been with the history
of this Order, almost from the beginning of its existence; knowing thoroughly well
the history of the various administrative officers we have had in command; having
full knowledge of what is expected and required of your Commander-in-Chief at the
present time, feel that the duties are far greater than the ability which I have to
If I may be able, throughout my administration, to so discharge
perform them.
those duties as to approach in any degree the efficiency and excellency of my pred
ecessors, particularly in the last three administrations, then I shall be satisfied, and
I believe each of you will, in a measure, be also satisfied; or, at least, you will not be
disappointed.
I desire to pledge every member of this Commandery-in-Chief to conscientiously
labor for the Order throughout this ooming year, and to request the conscientious
support of the offioers whom you have elected to-day to preside over the destinies of
the Order; and, in doing this, I include alike those who have so resolutely opposed
me in my ambition to be exalted to this station, as well as those tried friends who
have thought they found in me an exemplification of what the Commander-in-Chief
should be. We are brothers; and, brothers, I pledge that I shall meet you, every one
and all, as brothers should be met.
I have decided to name, as my Adjutant Oeneral, a brother and gentleman who
is not present with us, but a member of my own Camp, Captain Elias P. Lyon, of
HiUsdale, Mich.
My Surgeon Oeneral will come from the Division of New York, and you each of
you instinctively know the name I shall announce, Reynold W. Wilcox.
The Judge-Advocate General, though new to most of you in our work — in fact,
to all of us, in the affairs of the Commandery-in-Chief — has shown to us that he is

I

a man competent to

General.

I believe it will give you pleasure as well
name W. Soott Beebe, of Portland, Ore., as Judge-Advocate

fill that position, and

as me satisfaction when

I

I have filled the offioe of Inspector General. Brothers, I know what the duties of
that position mean; I know the discharge of the duties of Inspector General means
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conscientious and almost constant labor. In the selection of a man to discharge the
duties of that station, I have given careful thought — more so, perhaps, than to the
appointment of any other officer — and the brother who has served us during the
past has shown his qualifications for present duty to be so high I most heartily re
appoint the brother who was appointed by my illustrious predecessor, Brother We?ks;
I appoint Brother Henry Frazee, of Cleveland, Ohio, as my Inspector General.

I

feel that the duties of the next officer should be intrusted to a brother whom
we can all look to as our spiritual adviser, as well as one capable of performing the
many duties incumbent upon the Chaplain-in-Chief.
have not consulted
Although

I

this brother nor any member of his delegation, and I expect it will be as great a
surprise to him as, perhaps, to you, I trust that when I pronounce his name it will
meet with your hearty approval.
I appoint Rev. Charles McColley, of Minnesota,
Chaplain-in-Chief.
This, brothers, completes the list, and, efficient in all his duties as he has always
been, and as installing offioer, I take great pleasure in requesting Brother Baguley
to continue the installation until the staff officers are installed, with the exoeption
of the Adjutant General, whom I will install myself hereafter.
Brothers Reynold W. Wilcox, of New York, W. Scott Beebe, of Oregon, Henry
Frazee, of Ohio, and Rev. Charles McColley, of Minnesota, took their places at the
altar and were duly installed by Past Commander H. B. Baguley in the several offices
to which they were appointed by the Commander-in-Chief.
JEWEL

OF

THE OBDEB PBESENTED

TO PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

WEEKS.

The Commandeb-in-Chief : Brothers, there is another duty devolving upon us,
one in some degree touching in its character and sacred in its sentiments. I believe
the Encampment will gladly listen to Brother Weed, of Montana.
E. D. Weed, of Montana:

Commander, the administration

which has just come

to an end, and which has been succeeded by your own, has been, perhaps, the most

notable in the history of the Order. It has been marked in every department by a
conspicuous ability and executive force, and it has been marked as well by a feeling
of good-fellowship, charity and loyalty that have endeared it to the hearts of the
members of the Order. This organization, in the estimation in whioh it is held by
the public, depends very largely upon the character and ability of its executive
officers, and, in passing, it may not be improper to suggest that the members of the
Order should have in mind at all times this one thing in the selection of its officers.
In the selection of its officers this year, as well as in the selection of its officers last
Commander-in-Chief, I have to
year, certainly no possible criticism could be made.
ask you that you will request the head of the last administration, Bro. Bartow S.
Weeks, to advance to the altar.
The Commandkb-in-Chief: Inspector General, will you escort Past Commanderin-Chief Weeks to the altar f
( The Inspector General esoorted Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks to the altar,
where he was greeted by applause from the members of the Commandery-in-Chief.)
E. D. Weed, of Montana: Brother Weeks, your administration is a matter of rec
ord; it has gone into history. It will be read by your associates, by your children,
and by your children's children long after you have gone before. On behalf of the
men who have been associated with you in the administration of your high office
during the past year in the Commandery-in-Chief, and, I may say, on behalf also of
every member of the organization, I have the honor, and I assure you it is as great
a pleasure, to present to you on their behalf and in their name this beautiful jewel,
which they request you to wear upon your breast in remembrance of associations
which have been formed during the past year, and as a small token of their esteem
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I

and their friendship.
hope that yon will wear it long, and I know that you will
wear it honorably.
Past Commandeb-in-Chief Weeks: Commander-in-Chief Hall, my brother Sons
of Veterans, my associates, each and every one of you in the work of the past year,
the fact that such a presentation was to be made certainly was not a surprise to me,
because it is provided for by the laws of our Order; but the beauty of this jewel far
Its meaning and its worth to me as a symbol could
surpasses my anticipations.
not surpass my anticipation, because it means to me the record of my highest
achievement — of my greatest ambition; and because by your, kindness to me to-day
I have felt that whatever of good may have accomplished you have appreciated,
and whatever of failure may have attended my efforts you have forgiven; that what
ever errors
have committed have been condoned. I have striven to serve you faith
At times,
have done so, my reward is sufficient in your appreciation.
fully. If
and especially during the proceedings of this Encampment, when I may have seemed
over-severe, over-punctilious, possibly prone to criticism, I beg that you will pardon
my feelings at those times, and realize that the management of the proceedings of
this Encampment are, to some extent, an excuse for a temper sometimes slightly
ruffled, a judgment sometimes at fault; but I have striven to do what I believed was
right, and to render my decisions impartially, and to censure only where I believed
the good of the whole Order would be improved thereby. Pardon this expression
of feeling, but language fails me, and
cannot bear the thought of saying farewell
to yon all.
am back in the ranks; I am one of you, with no greater rights, no
have but the same right, to keep alive upon our
greater privileges than you have.
altars the fires of patriotism;
have but the same privilege, of honoring the memory
of those who fought for the Union.
Let me be one of you as I have always been.
Let it not be a farewell, but simply a good-bye, an au revoir.

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

BEBOLUTION8 OONOEBNINO

THE LADIES' AID AND Q. A. B.

E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, I have a couple of resolutions which
I desire to present to the Commandery-in-Chief at this time, if it is in order.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The chair would rule that they are not in order, all
new business having been finished.
Unless they are resolutions of condolence or
something of that character, I think it would be improper to act upon them at
this time.
Commander F. Musseb, of Ohio: Commander, I would suggest that, by unani
mous consent, these resolutions might be acted upon. There certainly can be no
objection to the reading of them.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: Does the Commandery-in-Chief give unanimous con
sent to listen to the resolutions offered by Brother Bookwalter, of Indiana?
The
chair hears no objection, and the resolutions may be read.
E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, the resolutions are as follows:
Whebeab, There are in existence two orders among the ladies of our country other
than the Relief Corps, based upon patriotic principles, both striving to accomplish
the same objects or purposes, and one of which has already been recognized as an
auxiliary to the Sons of Veterans, and known as the Ladies' Aid Society; and
Whebeas, Another order, known as the Daughters of Veterans, is seeking the
same or similar affiliation to our Order: therefore, be it
Resolved, That this Commandery-in-Chief use all honorable means toward a con
solidation of the two orders, in harmony with the sentiment upon which our Order
is founded, in friendship, charity, and loyalty.
Whebeas, The committee having in charge the National Encampment of the
Grand Army of the Republio, at Washington, September next, have extended to this
Order a hearty invitation to be present and participate in the exercises upon that
occasion: therefore, be it
Resolved, That this Commandery-in-Chief accept such invitation, and as many of
this Commandery-in-Chief attend as can make it convenient.
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Commander.

I

do wish that the Commandery-in-Chief

would give consent to

have these resolutions placed npon record.

The Commasdeb-in -Chief: Brothers,
these resolutions, and that is to suspend

there

is only one way to get action npon

the rules and transpose the order of busi

ness.

Commander F. Musses, of Ohio: Commander, I call attention of the Com
mander in-Chief to article VIII. on page 45 of the Constitution, which, I think, will
permit us to take action on these resolutions.
The Constitution, Rules and Regulations and Ritual of the Sons of Veterans,
U. 8. A., shall only be altered or amended by the Commandery-in-Chief by a twothirds vote of the members reported present and entitled to vote at a stated annual
meeting thereof; but any section herein may be suspended, for the time being, at
any annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief by such two-thirds vote.

I

think that will allow action to be taken upon these resolutions.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: That is virtually a suspension of the

rules.

£. N. Bbidges, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move that the rules be suspended,
that we may take action upon these resolutions.
Commander F. Musses, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
Past Commandeb-in-Chief Weeks: Commander. I trust the motion will also allow
action upon another matter, which should be brought before the Commandery-inChief, providing that the incoming administration may get some of the property
of the Order before they file their bonds.
E. N. Bbidoes, of Pennsylvania: Commander,
wish to change my motion, with
the consent of my second, to simply suspend the rules.
Commander F. Musses, of Ohio: Commander, as seconder of the motion, I con

I

sent.

The Commandeb-in-Chief: It has been moved and seconded that the rules be
As many as are in favor of the motion will signify so by the usual vot

suspended.

ing sign of the Order. It is carried, and the rules are suspended.
E. H. Bookwalteb, of Indiana: Commander, I now move the adoption of the
resolutions just read.
Past Commander E. W. Youno, of Washington: Commander, I second the mo
tion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: The adoption of the resolutions read by Brother
Bookwalter is moved and seconded.
Are there any remarks? As many as are in
favor of the motion to adopt the resolutions, will signify so by the usual voting sign
of the Order. Contrary, same sign. It is carried. What is the further pleasure of
the Commandery-in-Chief?

tbansfeb of pbofebty and funds to new administbation.
Weeks: Commander, I move you, sir, that Past
General
Clarkson
and Past Adjutant General Tobias and the Past
Quartermaster
Commander-in-Chief be authorized to turn over to the Commander-in-Chief and to
the Quartermaster General, and to the Adjutant General, the property and supplies
of the Order before the bonds of the new officers are filed, and that the Quarter
master General be also authorized to pay over to the incoming Commander-inChief the sum of %250, before the bonds are filed.
C. L. Witham, of Maine: Commander, I second that motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: You have heard the motion of Past Commander-inChief Weeks.
Are there any remarks? As many as are in favor of this motion will
signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order. Those opposed, the same sign. It
is carried.
What is the further pleasure of the Encampment?

Past Commandeb-in-Chief
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I

Commander,
believe in the
last two or three Encampments of this Order we are steadily degenerating in the
matter of the variety of suits of clothes worn in this body. We are getting more
and more away from the uniform of the Order. It seems to me that a silk hat or a
straw hat or a soft hat is not the thing to wear into the National Encampment of
the Order. I think we set a very poor example. It is a very simple matter for a
brother to buy a blouse and cap when he shows himself in the Enoampment of the
believe it would be well for the Commander-in-Chief to
Commandery-in-Chief.
issue his orders for the National Encampment requiring every brother present to
wear the uniform.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, may I make one sugges
tion or amendment to that?
The Commandee-in-Chief : There is no motion before the house.
Commander E. W. Raymond, of Missouri: Commander, I would add the sugges
tion that the order should also include Division Encampments.
Pollitt: Commander, I move we do now ad
Seniob Vice-Commandee-in-Chief
journ.
The Commandee-in-Chief:
The motion is not in order. This is a regular En
campment. If there is no further business, we will proceed to close in due form.
Past Commander E. H. Milham, of Minnesota:

I

APPBOVAL OF THE MINUTES.

Inspeotob Geneeal H. Fbazee, of Ohio: Commander, is it not necessary to ap
prove the minutes before we olose ?
Past Commandee-in-Chief Weeks: Commander, I move you, sir, that the minutes
of this Enoampment be approved without reading, they having been taken down by
the official stenographer.
W. A. Andrews, of Connecticut : Commander, I second that motion.
The Commandeb-in-Chief: It is moved by Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks, and
seconded by Andrews, of Connecticut, that the minutes as taken by the official ste
nographer be approved without reading. Are there any remarks ? As many as are
in favor of the motion will signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order. Those
opposed, the same sign. It is carried, and the minutes are approved without read
ing.
Is there anything further to come before the Commandery-in-Chief before we
If not, we will proceed to close this Encampment in regular form.
close?
Commander-in-Chief Marvin E. Hall then closed the Enoampment in due form.

MARVIN

ELIAS P. LYON,
Adjutant

General.

E.

HALL,

Commander-in-Chief.
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is a true and correct
Session

of the

Commandery-in-Chief, Sons

A., held at Cincinnati, Ohio, August

Elias

P. Lyon,

Past Adjutant General.

September
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report of the proceedings of the
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and

18,
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Marvin E. Hall,

of Veterans,
1893.

Past Commander-in-Chief.

JOURNAL OF FROCeeDINQS.
TUESDAY MORNING MEETING.
Tuesday, August 15, 1893.
The Commandery-in-Chief was called to order in Pike Opera House at
9 o'clock A. M.. with Commander-in-Chief Marvin E. Hall in the chair.
The Commander-in-Chief: In the absence of the Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief I will appoint to fill the vacancy Past Commander C. T.
Orner, of Illinois. (Applause).
In the absence of the Junior Vice-Commander-in-C'hief I will appoint to fill the vacancy Brother Harry L. Veazey,
commanding the Division of Alabama and Tennessee.
In the
(Applause).
absence of the Judge Advocate General I will appoint to fill that vacancy
Brother W. H. Russell, of Kansas.
Brothers, we are assembled to open in due form the Twelfth Annual
We will now proceed to do so.
Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief.
The Commandery-in-Chief was then opened in due form.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Inspector General will see that proper
I desire the brothers who
guards are placed at the entrance to the room.
have votes in this Encampment to take seats within the rail and observe that
rule throughout the session. If they will do so it will facilitate our business
very much. This hall will be found a very difficult one to speak in, and if we
are near together we can hear each other much better.
Inspector General and Surgeon General, you will make the round of this
Encampment and see if all present are entitled to remain.
The Inspector General: Commander, I have the honor to report that
upon due inspection I find all present in possession of the pass word and
countersign and entitled to remain except Brother Hall, of Ohio; Brother
Hilliard, of Ohio, and Brother Young, of Minnesota.
Past Commander E. H. Milham, of Minnesota:
Commander, I can vouch
for the Minnesota brother.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother from Minnesota is vouched
for. Commander Gardner, can you vouch for the Ohio brothers?
Commander Gardner, of Ohio: Commander,
I can with the exception
of Brother Hall.
The Inspector General: Commander, I was in error. I meant to say
Brother Payne instead of Brother Hall.
Commander Gardner, of Ohio: I can vouch for Brother Payne.
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The Commander-in-Chief:

The brothers having been duly vouched for
be allowed to remain.
The Adjutant General will now call the roll of
the officers of the Coinmandery-in-Chief und constitutional life members.
The Adjutant General called the roll and the following Commanderyin-Chief officers answered present:
Commander-in-Chief, Marvin E. Hall: Quartermaster General, Rudolph
Loebenstein:
Adjutant General, Elias P. Lyon: Inspector General, Henry
Frazee; Surgeon General,
Reynold W. Wilcox: Chaplain-in-Chief, Rev.
Charles MeColley; Counsellor-in-Chief, Clayton H. Kochersperger; Command
ant S. V. Guards, George H. Hurlbut; Members of the Advisory Board of
S. V. Guards, H. S. Poster, M. D. Friedman.
The Commander-in-Chief:
now renew the appointments announced
In the
upon calling the Encampment to order before the opening in due form.
absence of the Senior Viee-Commander-in-Chief appoint for the session Brother
C. T. Orner, of Illinois; in the absence of the Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief
appoint Harry L. Veazey, of the Division of Alabama and Tennessee, and in
the absence of the Judge Advocate General
appoint W. H. Russell, of Kan
sas.
have appointed
Subject to the approval of the Commandery-in-Chief
Brothers Isaac Cutter, of Illinois, and C. J. Post, of Michigan, to assist the

will

I

I

I

I

I

only member of the Elective Council-in-Chief present, Brother Kocher
sperger, in auditing the books and doing the work of the Council-in-Chief,
and they have been performing that duty.
The appointments, however, as I
have said, are subject to the approval and confirmation of the Commanderyin-Chief.
Commander, I do not know what would be the
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
proper thing to do, but if it is in order I move that the appointees of the
Commander-in-Chief, and especially those brothers who have been appointed
and have been working on the Council-in-Chief in auditing the books and
doing the work of absentees, be approved and confirmed by this Encampment.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The motion would hardly be in order, as
the Encampment is not yet fully organized.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
Commander. I withdraw the motion, because
I realize that we are not yet organized and it is not in order.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The Chair will appoint as the Committee
on Credentials to assist the Adjutant General, Brothers Charles E. Merrill, of
Maine; Newton J. McGuire, of Indiana: II. M. Lowry of Pennsylvania; and
D. F. Goulding, of Massachusetts.
The brothers named will at once report
to the Adjutant General's station and assist him in making up the report of
the Committee on Credentials.
Commander, I move we now take a recess of
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
15 minutes to enable the Committee on Credentials to prepare their report

The Commander-in-Chief: I suppose that may be taken by consent. If
there is no objection the Commander-in-Chief will declare a recess of 15 min
utes to enable the Committee on Credentials to meet and prepare a report.
Is
there objection?
The Chair hears none and it is so ordered.

10 o'clock A. M.
The Commandery-in-Chief will please come
on Credentials is now prepared to report. The

The Commander-in-Chief:

The Committee
Adjutant General will submit the report.
to order.
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The Adjutant General:

Commander, the Committee on Credentials
find the following brothers entitled to seats and votes in this Encampment, as
delegates, or as alternates in the absence of their respective delegates:
ROLL OF DELEGATF.S AND ALTERNATES.'
COMMAXDERY-IN-CHIEF

OFFICERS.

Commander-in-Chief— Marvin E. Hall, Hillsdale, Mich.
Senior Vlce-Commander-ln-Chief— George w. Pollltt, raterson, N. J.
Junior Vlce-Commander-ln-Chief— John R. Miller, Helena, Mont.
Quartermaster General— Rudolph Loebensteln, 84 LaSalle Street, room 7, Oxford building, Chi
cago,

111.

Adjutant General— Ellas P. Lyon, Hillsdale, Mich.
Inspector General— Henry Frazee, Cleveland, Ohio.
Judge Advocate General— W. Scott Heebe, Portland. Ore.
Surgeon General— Reynold W. Wilcox, M. D., New York, N. Y.
Chaplain-ln-Cblef— Rev. Charles McColley, Winnebago City, Minn.
Councll-ln-Chlef— John V. B. Clarkson, New York, N. Y.; H. W. Wessells, Litchfield, Conn.:
Clayton H. Kochersperger, Philadelphia, Pa.
Commandant S. V. Guards— George H. Hurlbut. Belvldcre, 111.
Advisory Board of S. V. Guards— H. S. Foster, Burlington, Vt.; H. B. Baguley, Wheeling,
W. Va.; M. D. Friedman, Birmingham, Ala.

Past Commanders-in-Chief—

Frank P. Merrill. Auburn, Me.: Maj. A. P. Davis, Pittsburg, Pa. ;
W. Marks, Brooklyn. N. Y.; Louis M. Wagner, Philadelphia, Pa.; George It. Abbott,
Chicago, 111.: Charles F. Griffin. Hammond. Ind.; George T. Brown, Brooklyn, N. Y.: Edwin
Earp, Lynn, Mass.; Bartow S. Weeks, New York. N. Y.
George

Past Grand Division Commanders— Frank

M. Challis, Manchester, N. H.; I. S. Bangs, Watervllle, Me.; W. E. W. Ross. Baltimore. Md.; Raphael Tobias, New York, N. Y.; Major A. P.
Davis, Pittsburg, Pa. ; R.M.J. Reed. Philadelphia, Pa.: Charles
S. Crysler, Independence,
Mo.; E. Howard Gilkey, Columbus, Ohio: Walter S. Payne, Fostorla, Ohio.

Constitutional Life Members — W. E. W.

Ross, Baltimore. Md.; J. A. Eldrldge, Auburn, Me.;
A. Rodriego. Newark, N. J.: Wm. H. Pierpont. New Haven, Conn.; John A.Thompson,
Baltimore, Md.: Major A. P. Davis, Pittsburg. Pa.; R. M. J. Reed, Philadelphia, Pa.; R. M.
Linton, Somerset, Pa.: O. B. Brown, Dayton, Ohio.: John E. Mills, Bradford, Mass.

J.

ALABAMA

AND TENNESSEE.

Commander— Harry L. Veaiy, Harriman, Tenn.
Past Commanders— M. D. Friedman. Birmingham. Ala.: R. W. Ble>e, Chattanooga, Tenn.;
R. Coojier, Knoxvllle, Tenn.; W. D. Good. Greenevllle, Tenn.
Delegate at Large— G. P. Chandler, Knoxvllle, Tenn.
Delegate— L. W. Friedman. Birmingham. Ala.
Alternate at Large— Valentine Glib, Jr.. Birmingham, Ala.
Alternate— W. M. Rhodes. Coal Creek, Tenn.

W.

ARKANSAS.

Division of Arkansas in debt to the Conmandery-ln-Chlef.

and not entitled to representation.

CALIFORNIA.

Commander— Frank W. Bunnell. Los Angeles.
Past Commanders— L. Del'. Callahan. Los Angeles; C. J. Callahan, Los Angeles; Edward C.
Robinson. Oakland: E. W. Conant. San Jose: Fred V. Wood, Oakland; S. L. Blodgett,
Bakersfleld; Thomas M. Gilbert. Los Angeles.
Delegate at Large— C. H. Cole, Pasadena.
Delegate— B. P. Oakford. Tulare.
Alternate at Large— E. I). Houck. Santa Cruz.
Alternate— J. A. Medlar, Los Angeles.
COLORADO.

Commander— J. W. Manley. La Junta.
Past Commanders— Frank C. McArthur, Denver; H. D. Kendig. Denver; Charles H. Anderson,
Denver; L. W. Kennedy, Denver; Abraham L. Fugard, Pueblo.
•Including subsequent

additions and corrections.
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at Largo— Harlan Thomas, Ft. Collins.
Delegate—N. W. Savage. Jr.. Pueblo.
Alternate at Large— D. S. Monahan. Greeley.
Alternate— II. A. Edmunds. Greeley.
Delegate

CONNECTICUT.

Commander— lienjamin R. Singleton. Mlddletown.
Past Commanders— Wm. H. Plerpont, New Haven; G. Brainard Smith. Hartford: H. W. Wessells, Litchfield:
Willis X. Barber. Merlden: A. E. ( 'handler. Norwich.
Delegate at Large— C. C. Bossberg. New Britain.
Delegate— A. O. Warner. Hartford.
Alternate at Large— S. P. Jonas, Merlden.
Alternate— A. L. Southmayd, Mlddletown.
ILLINOIS.
Commander— C'erdrlc G. Marsh. Oak Park.
Past Commanders— R. V. Mallory. Springfield: A. W. McFarland, Chicago; G. B. Abbott, Chi
cago; Frank McCrillls. Chicago: C. T. Omer, Bloomington: George B. stadden, Springfield:
George H.Hurlbut. Belvidere: Edward A. Wells. Murphysboro.
Delegate at Large—Isaac Cutter. Camp Point.
Delegates — J. B. Lidders, Rock Island: C. T. Spackman, Belvidere; Frank L. Shepard. Chicago.
Alternate at Large— C. L. Deavenport, Reynolds.
Alternates— T. J. Simpson. Peoria: W. F. Jenkins, Chicago: C.W.Raymond. Watseka.
INDIANA.
Commander— Newton J. McGulre. Rising Sun.
Past Commanders— George C. Harvey, Danville; John W, Newton, Winchester.
Delegate at Large— C. A. Bookwalter, Indianapolis
Delegates^. W. Noel. Lafayette: J. G. Winfrey. Evansvllle; George E. Retter. Farmland.
Alternate at Large— T. W. Blair. Fort Wayne.
Alternates— R. s. Thompson. Rising Sun; W\ G. Young. Connersville; R. .1. Bosworth. Winchester.
IOWA.

Commander— J. Owen Smith, Des Moines.
Past Commanders — James D. Rowen, Des Moines: Fred W. White, Waterloo:
Oskaloca: George Van Houten, Lenox; Lewis A. Dllley, Davenport.
Delegate at Large— R. Shaw Van. Denlson.
Delegates— J. B. Lyon. Missouri Valley: George B. Gray, Washington.
Alternate at Large— C. C. L. 'Hasten, Fort Madison.
Alternates— A. W. McCallum, Sibley: Frank P. Huff. Rockwell City.

J.

H.

Pickett.

KANSAS.

Commander— W. Y. Morgan. Emporia.
Past Commanders— Clay D. Herod. Chetopa: Charles S. Nation. Osage Mission: Charles D. Jones,
Norton; Frank A. Agnew. Newton.
Delegate at Large— E. H. Madison. Dodge City.
Delegates— W. H. Russell. Rush Center; P. F. Ackerman. Atchison; Grant W. Harrington. Hia
watha.
Alternate at Large- W. H. Hyden, Leavenworth.
Alternates— Wm. K. Morris. Newton: F. A. Seamons. Keene; R. J. Hopkins. Garden City; E. E.
Heard. Wichita.
KENTUCKY.

Commander— J. L. Todd. Jr., Maysvllle.
Past Commanders— Fred G. Singleton. Newport:
Delegate at Large— L. L. Dickerson, Salt Lick.
Delegate — F. L. Puham. Augusta.
Alternate at Large— Walter Rudy. Maysvllle.
Alternate — Grant North, Salt Lick.

W. R. Heflln, Maysvllle.

MAINE.

Commander— Charles E. Merrill. Auburn.
Past Commanders— August S. Libby, Portland; C. H. Rice. Hangor: John C. Blake, Auburn;
E. K. Gould. Rockland; Thomas G. Libby. Vinalhaven;
W. H. Perry, Portland:
C. F.
Hutchlns, Bangor: E. C. Moran. Thomnston: F.
Fairfield. Augusta.
Delegate at Large— Fred R. Fife, Fryeburg.
Delegate— F. L. Heals. Auburn.
Alternate at Large— Edwin C. Mllllken, Portland.
Alternate— G. V. S. Mlchaells. Augusta.
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MARYLAND.

Commander— \V. A. Rutherford. Washington. D. C.
Past Commanders— George W. Collier. Baltimore: Miles W. Ross, Baltimore: Sherman J. ltrown,
Washington. D. C; E. R. Campbell, Washington. D.C.: S. E. Thomason. Washington. D.C.;
John R. Neely. Washington. D. C: Robert W. Wilson, Baltimore.
Delegate at Large— Otto L. Suess. Washington. D. C.
Delegate— Frank A. White. Easton.
Alternate at Large— K. R. Sebold, Cherry Hill.
Alternate John P. Turner. Washington, I). C.
MASSACHUSETTS.

Commander— Al!>ert C. Blaisdell. Lowell.
Past Commanders- George W. Knowlton. Boston: Edwin Earp. Jr.. Lynn: F.J. Bradford, Low
ell: J. B. Maccabe. East Boston: C. F. Sargent. Lawrence: J. II. Hinckley. Beverly: H. s.
Crossman, Springfield : N.C. I'pham. Fltchburg; D. B. Purbeck. Salem: W. A. Stevens. Arl
ington Heights: C. K. Darling, Fltchburg: Walter II. Delano. Sharon.
Delegate at Large -George N. Howard. Lowell.
Delegates— George W. Pennlman. Brocton: Charles D. Rooney. Winchester: F. W. Eager. Fltch
burg: 1). F. Goulding. Sonierville; F. C. Bruce. Northampton.
Alternate at Large— W. R. Moseley. Needham.
Alternates -William R. Davis, Cambridgeport: George S. Wentworth. Canton: W. E. Gragg.
Newburyport; W. E. James. New Bedford: W. R. Waterman. Hanover.
MICHIGAN.

Commander— Fred M. Twlss, Hillsdale.
Past Commanders— Marvin E. Hall. Hillsdale: Burt M. Fellows, llronson: Frank M. Williams.
Grand Rapids: Frank D. Eddy. Lowell: Fred C. Stillson. Battle Creek; Frank M. Gler,
Hillsdale.
Delegate at Large— C. J. Post, Grand Rapids.
Delegate— George E. Cogshall. Grand Rapids.
Alternate at Large— Earl Hemenway. Peoria, 111.
Alternate— F. M. Simons. Bay City.
MINNESOTA.

Commander— W. A. Mullen. Madelia.
Past Commanders— E. M. VanCleve, Minneapolis; E. H. Milium. St. Paul; A. S. Morgan, Mis
soula. Mont.: E. D. Morris, Red Wing: George H. Sheire. St. Paul; Francis G. Drew. Min
neapolis,
Delegate at Large— F. E. Austin. Duluth.
Delegates— George H. Klein, Mankato: C. I. Roy, LeRoy.
Alternate at Large— A. P. Nelson. Alexandria.
Alternates— Wm. G. Young, Montrose; Eben Oakes. St. Paul.
MISSOURI.

Commander— Fred E. Ernst. St. Joseph.
Past Commanders— Will K. West, Kansas City; J. J. Speaker, Kansas City; A. H. Vandlvert.
Bethany; E. R. Durham. Bethany; R. Loebensteln. Chicago. 111.: H.J. Kline. St. Joseph;
B. W. Frauenthal. St. Louis; E. W. Raymond. St. Louis.
Delegate at Large— W. F. Anderson, St. Louis.
Delegates— J. F. Hieronymous, Jr., Sedalla; E. W. Dieterle. St. Louis.
Alternate at Large— Manley Wren. Bethany.
Alternates— John F. Human. St. Louis; W, A. Brown. St. Joseph.
MONTANA.

Commander— W. S. Votaw, Helena.
Past Commanders— John R. Miller, Helena; A. E. Veazie. Hartford.
town; C. F. Morrison. Helena.
Delegate at Large— E D. Weed. Helena .
Delegate— None elected.
Alternate at Large— None elected.
Alternate — None elected.

Conn; E. G. Wooden. Llns-

NEBRASKA.

Commander— W. B. McArthur. Lincoln.
Past Commanders— S. W. Cogllzer. Weeping Water: Moses P. O'Brien. Omaha; Frank
Omaha: F. P. Corrick. Cozad: P. A. Barrows. St. Edward.

J.

Coates,
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at Large- K. E. Valentine. West Point.

Delegates— George W. Hunt. Nelson; C. M. Rawitzer. Omaha.
Alternate at Large— H. T. Howen. Lincoln.

Alternates-K.

F. Griffith. South Omaha; B. It. Parish. Table Rock.
SEW HAMPSHIRE.

Commander— Cyrus H. Little. Manchester.
Past Commanders— Frank H. Cbaihs. Manchester; Frank E. Llbbey. Somersworth: Frank M.
Shackford. Concord: Michael F. Crowley. Portsmouth: Frank B. Perkins. Manchester: Ben
O. Roby. Nashua: James H. .Joyce. Somersworth: Burt E. Fisher. Dover: Frank C. Smith,
Knfleld.
Delegate at Large— John W. Dufney, Somersworth.
Delegate— F.dwin 11. Swett. Somersworth.
Alternate at Large— B. C. Hinds. Laconia.
Alternate— C. II. Cutler. Peterboro.
SEW JERSET.
Commander— A. L. Sparks. Camden.
Past Commanders— Henry E. Hatfield. Newark: Edward C. White. Cocoa. Fla.: Fred D.Morse.
Elizabeth: Andrew Derrom, Jr.. Paterson; George H. Perkins. Atlantic City: Thomas H.
Edmond. Trenton; Louis L. Drake. F.lizabeth.
Delegate at Large— Wm. G. Dunkerly. Paterson.
Delegate— W. D. Kingsland. Paterson.
Alternate at Large—Jacob Sherry. Jersey City,
Alternate— George H. Bailey. Atlantic City.
SEW TORK.

Commander— \V. H. Robertson. Cortland.
Past Commanders— M. J. Downing. New York; E. F. Fellows, Brockport; Edward W. Hatch.
Buffalo ; Wm. H. Wyker. Goshen; J. c. Sawyer. Matteawan; Job K. Hedges. New York;
Adolph Hoefling, Brooklyn; Clarence E. Holmes. Mt. Vernon; Wlnfleld Scott Oberdorf.
Dansvllle.
Delegate at Large— Thos. W. McKnight, New Y'ork.
Delegates— H. C. H. Cooper. Rochester, George W. Marks. Brooklyn; George S. Kllng, New Bre
men; Charles Kinney. Brocton.
Alternate at Large— C. H. Lyon. Jamestown.
Alternates— II. J. Frame. Clayton: F. C. Gluer, Hornellsvlllej D. E. Altken, New York Mills;
F. S. McGuire. Cohoes.
ouio.
Commander— Dan S. Gardner. Masslllon.
Past Commanders— II. R. Bacon. Toledo; E. W. Poe. Columbus; E. H. Gllkey, Columbus; W. C.
Wykoff, Columbus; F. W. Myers, East Liverpool; Geo. A. Ensign. Defiance; Henry Frazee.
( leveland; G. W. Leonard. I'rbana; Wm. E. Bundy. Cincinnati ; C. J. Deckman. Malvern; J.
V. Billiard. Newark; Walters. Payne. Fostoria; Filmore Musser. Portsmouth.
Delegate at Large— II. V. Speelman. Coalton.
Delegates— E. H. Archer, Columbus ; H. D. Davis. Hillsboro; J. A. A verdick. Cincinnati;
E. K.
Woodrow. Portsmouth; R. B. Barrett. Highland.
Alternate at Large— H. c. Armstrong, Xenia.
Alternates— D. Q. Marron. Hillsboro; John P. Llddy, Batavla; J. W. Doud. Mt. Vernon; ( has. G.
King. Masslllon; R. J. Williams, Cincinnati.
OREGON.

of Oregon

being in debt to the Commandery-in-Chief, and failing to make
The Division
to the Inspector General and Chaplaln-ln-Chlef, is not entitled to representation.

reports

TESSSYLVANIA.
Commander— Horace M. Lowry, Indiana.
Past Commanders— James H. Closson. Germantown; E. W. Alexander. Reading; Major A. P.
Davis. Pittsburg; Major R. M. J, Reed, Philadelphia; Robert E. Hopkins. Milton; Wm. H.
Smith. Plalnfleld, N. J.; Horace II. Hammer, Reading; A. K. Howard. Titusville; Frank H.
Hartzell, Pittsburg; Harry M. Russell, Philadelphia; Charles J. Miller, Philadelphia; George
Philadelphia; Wm. B.
P. Brockway, Reno; James Lew is Rake, Reading; P. J. Schroeder.
George W. Gerhard, Hamburg;
McNulty, Philadelphia; Andrew J. Falls, Philadelphia;
D. P. Ingham, Tioga; Herman M. Rebele Allegheny City; Walter E. Smith. Allentown.

PBOCEEDINGS.
Delegate at Large— William I. Carries,
Delegates— Emll Poeretel, Pittsburg;
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Sunbury.
D. Stewart. Pittsburg; Edwin Turpin, Philadelphia;
John H. Wooden, Honesdale; Ellwood T. Carr, Radnor.
Alternate at Large— Albert O. Straus. Allentown.
Alternates— Wildun Scott. Milton; Charles McKelvey, Lehighton; Paul Smyser, York; Allen F.
Myers, Philadelphia; G. 11. Koehler, Philadelphia.
O.

RHODE ISLAND.

Commander— Wm. M. P. Bowen. Providence.
Past Commanders— Charles H. West, Newport; Theo. A. Barton. Providence;
Providence; T. M. Sweetland, Pawtucket.
Delegate at Large— Arthur It. Spink. Providence.
'
Delegate— Wade W. Williams. Providence.
Alternate at Large— Elmer W. Mathewson, Rockland.
Alternate— Walter R. Williams. Woonsocket.

Wm. It. Russell,

SOUTH DAKOTA.

Commander— W. S. Carpenter, Iroquois.
Past Commanders— C. C. Brass. MitcUell; L. D. Lyon. Watertown;
Delegate at Large — F. P. Watson, DeSmet.
Delegate— W. T. Drips. Kimball.
Alternate at Large— Ed Quinn. Clark.
Alternate— G. H. Lien. Brookings.

D. L. Printup.

Briton.

VERMONT.

Commander— W. M. Sargent. South Royalton.
Past Commanders— J. C. Rutherford. Providence. R. I.; F. D. Procter, Proctor; C. F. R. Jenne,
nderhill; John E. B'ox, Burlington; F. L. Eaton, MontBattleboro; George E. Terrlll,
pelier; E. T. Grlswold. Bennington; H. O. Blxby, Springtield; H. S. Foster, Burlington;
G. O. Webster, St. Albans.
Delegate at Large— W. E. Terrlll. Montpeller.
Delegate— A. J. Howe. Brattleboro.
Alternate at Large— F. W. Sault. West Randolph.
Alternate— B. W. Abbott. Fairlee.

I

WASHINGTON.

Commander— W. H. Fletcher. Tacoma.
Past Commanders— Hiram E. Allen. Spokane; B. W. Coiner. Tacoma; E. Weldon
tle; Harry Rosenhaupt, Spokane.
Delegate at Large— John M.Newman. North Yakima.
Delegate — J. C. Murphy. Port Angeles.
Alternate at Large— A. T. Bedell. Walla Walla.
Alternate— J. J. Stoves, Kelso.

Young,

Seat

WEST VIRGINIA.

Commander- Edward O. Bower, Parkersburg.
Past Commanders— H. H Bagnley. Wheeling; E. D. Hazen. Parkersburg;
Martinsville; G. Ed. Sylvis, Wheeling.
Delegate at Large— M. W. Burgess, Iuka.
Delegate— H. W. Thurber, Wheeling.
Alternate at Large— U. G. Arnett. Walnut Grove.
Alternate— W. W. Dent, Parkersburg.
WISCONSIN.

J.

S. McCaskey,

New

,

Commander— Walter C. Winter. LaCrosse.
Past Commanders— J. P. Sheridan, East Saginaw. Mich.; C. H. Hudson Madison- F. J. Waltners,
Milwaukee; Harry S. Fuller. Milwaukee; George W. Wing. Kewaunee; R. L. McCormick,
Hayward.
Delegate at Large— Joe M. Chappie. Ashland.
Delegate— George B. Parkhlll. Thorpe
Alternate at Large— A. G. Plngel, Chilton.
Alternate— Robert C. Pugh. Hayward.
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The Commander-in-Chief:
Committee

on Credentials.

"What

of the

Brothers, you have heard the report
is your pleasure in regard to it?

I

G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
move that the report of the
Commander,
Committee be adopted and the names as read be accredited with seats in this
Encampment.

Surgeon General Wilcox: Commander. I
II. M. Lowky, of Pennsylvania: Commander,

second the motion.

before the Chair puts the
any
there are any corrections to be made.
Division Commander desires to make any correction in the report of the Com
mittee as to the delegation from his Division, it had better be made now.
There might possibly be some errors. In one or two places the initials as
printed in the Roster and as called were not the same as those on the papers.
We would like to know which is right.
motion

I

would like to ask

If

if

Frank W. Merrill, of Maine: Commander, S. S. Bangs Past Grand
Division Commander, should be I. S. Bangs. I move that correction be made.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I second the motion.
Commander-in-Chief:
If there is no objection that correction will be
made by consent. The Chair hears none and it is so ordered.
Walter S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander, 1 did not hear my name called
as a Past Colonel.
I might have missed hearing it. I do not notice my name,
either, in the list of Past Grand Division Commanders, or in the Ohio delega
tion.

Adjutant General Lyon: Commander. Commander Gardner, of the
Ohio Division, reported to the Committee that Brother Payne ought to lie
However, the certificate
accredited as a Past Grand Division Commander.
which Commander Gardner furnished called only for his being accredited to
the Ohio Division as a Past Commander.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Brother Payne is entitled to be accredited
in the report of the Committee on Credentials as Past Commander of the
Second Grand Division. Does Brother Payne also desire his name to be
entered as Past Division Commander ?
Walter S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander, others that have held both
offices are accredited in both places. 1 am not particular about it.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The correction will be made.
W. S. Carpenter, of South Dakota: Commander, I believe the Division
of South Dakota was omitted.
Adjutant General Lyon:

Commander,

there

is due to the

Com-

mandery-in-Chief from the Division of South Dakota the sum of $1.08.
[This amount being paid, the accredited delegation of the Division of
South Dakota was admitted.]
Albert C. Blaisdell, of Massachusetts: Commander, there is one cor
rection I would like to have made in the calling of the Massachusetts delega
tion. In one place the name of W. G. Mooseley appears. I do not know such
Now, I would
a brother, but we have a brother by the name of W. R. Moseley.
like to ask a question. Is it in order at this time to ask that an alternate be
placed instead of the regular delegate, so that he may have a seat antl'a vote
in this Encampment?
The Commander-in-Chief:
Certainly, if the delegate is not here.
Albert C. Blaisdell, of Massachusetts: Then, Commander, I ask that
the name of William K. Davis, alternate, be inserted as an elector entitled to
vote in place of Dr. F. C. Bruce, the delegate, who is absent.

PROCEEDINGS.
The Commander-in-Chief:
W. Y. Morgan, of Kansas:

The correction will
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be madt.

Commander, will you please have the Com
mittee on Credentials make a correction in the announcement of the Kansas
delegation.
X. D. Sanders is absent, but R. J. Hopkins, alternate, takes his
place. Also correct the name of G. W. Harrington.

Quartermaster General Loebenstein : Commander, J.
mous, Jr., one of the delegates from Missouri, is absent. John
ask that his name be entered instead.
alternate, is present, and

I

F. HieronyF. Human,

E. Shaw Van, of Iowa:
course that
our time ?

if

Commander, does it not follow as a matter of
the delegate is not present the alternate acts, without taking up

The Commander-in-Chief:

R. Shaw Van, of Iowa:

It does,

but —

I

understand that that question
Commander,
was brought up and settled at St. Joe ; that the alternate is entitled to a seat
and vote on this floor in the absence of the delegate.
The Commander-in-Chief: That is correct, but this is simply to call
attention to these corrections in order that they may be made.
would ask that Alternate
E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander,
William G. Young be entered in place of George H. Klein, delegate, in the
Klein is not present.
Division of Minnesota.
The Commander-in-Chief: The correction will be made.
Edward O. Bower, of West Virginia: Commander, our delegate at
large, M. W. Burgess, is absent. I would like to appoint R. F. Adams, who is
present, to act in his place.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Commander of the Division of West
Virginia cannot appoint any one as a delegate to this Encampment. Who is
the regular alternate ?
Edward O. Bower, of West Virginia: Commander, the alternate at
large is U. G. Arnett.
The Commander-in-Chief: He is the man who will have to sit. No
body can appoint a delegate to the Encampment. Are there any further cor
rections to be made in the report of the Committee on Credentials?
William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander.
believe the motion is that
the report of the Committee be adopted and that the brothers whose names
have been read be accredited as members of this Encampment.
The Commander-in-Chief: That is correct.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, will not that cause some par
a little later, as our Constitution requires
a
liamentary embarrassment
majority of the accredited members of the Encampment to constitute a
quorum at any meeting. Now the report of the Committee names everybody
who is entitled to a seat in the Encampment, whether he be present or not.
The matter ought to be understood, or there should be such a ruling or con
struction placed upon the motion by the Chair that there cannot be any par
liamentary quibbling about it hereafter, if some brother takes it into his head
ask for a ruling
to raise a point of order that there is no quorum present.
on that point.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, under parliamentary rules of
hope
course the motion must be put as made, and either carried or rejected.
no brother would raise such a fine haired point as has been suggested, for the
obstruction of the business of the Encampment. But there have been several
corrections made to the report, and
hope some brother will move an amend

I

I

I

I

I
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ment to the motion to adopt the report so that these corrections may be in
cluded.
move to amend the motion to
B. Shaw Van. of Iowa: Commander.
adopt the report of the Committee so that it shall include the delegates and
alternates as read by the Committee who are accredited by the several Divi
sions that they represent to the Commandery-in-Chief. and that a majority of
those actually present shall constitute a quorum to do business.
George B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander,
do not see any reason for
would accept the
this.
think we can get at it in a much easier way, or
amendment.
The point
wish to make is that our Committee has reported
that the names as read are entitled to membership in this Encampment.
Now, if my motion is passed, if any one of those should present himself later
he can then be seated without any special action, he having then been accred
ited. The question of quorum can be settled after the first roll-call, which
understand follows immediately after the reception of this report. A majority
of the members accredited and actually present on the roll of this Encamp
ment constitutes a quorum.
The Commander-in-Chief:
will rule then that no further corrections
are admissible and that the question before the House is upon motion by Past
Commander-in-Chief Abbott, seconded by Surgeon General Wilcox, that the
roll as presented by the Committee on Credentials stand as the accepted rep
resentation in this Commandery-in-Chief. Are there any further remarks?
not, as many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual sign
of the Order. Hands down. Those opposed the same sign. The motion
seems to be carried.
It is carried.
Now, whatever corrections are desired can be made at the Adjutant Gen
eral's desk. They must come, of course, from those regularly accredited to
the Encampment. Next in order is the roll-call of members duly accredited.
The Adjutant General will call the roll.

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

If

ROLL CALLED.
The Adjutant

General called the roll. (Roll-call 1).
The next business in order is the appoint
ment of committees.
W. S. Oberdorf, of New York: Commander, if
am not out of order
wish to make a motion, and that is that in the future roll-calls of this
Encampment those present be accredited in connection with the office that
they now hold, or, if they hold no office at all, in connection with the highest
office that they have held. The adoption of this motion will save the repeti
tion of these names in calling the roll.
The motion was seconded.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the motion. As
many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual sign of the
Order.
Down. Contrary, the same sign. It seems to be carried. It is car
ried and so ordered.

The Commander-in-Chief:

I

CONFIRMATION
G.

I made

OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF'S

Commander, I will now renew my motion that
but withdrew because it was out of order, that the tempo
our Commander-in-Chief be approved by this Encamp
mean by that until the regularly elected officers appear. If
officers appear, why, then these appointees will retire and

B. Abbott, of Illinois:

awhile ago
rary appointees of
ment. Of course I
the regular elected
give place.

APPOINTMENTS.

I

v,

PBOCEEDIXGS.

I

H. M. Lowry, of Pennsylvania:
The Commander-in-Chief: It

second the motion.
Commander,
has been moved and seconded that the
appointments by the Commander-in-Chief of officers pro tempore be confirmed
by the Commandery-in-Chief, and that such appointees stand as the officers of
this Encampment. Are there any remarks '?
not, as many as are in favor
of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down.
As many as are opposed the same sign. It seems to be carried. It is carried.

If

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICER OF THE DAY AND OFFICER OF THE GUARD.

I will appoint as the otlicers of this Commandery-in-Chief to see that those
who are prone to be delinquent are here at the time set for the meeting of the
Encampment two of our most efficient brothers, Past Commander C. K. Dar
ling, of Massachusetts, and Captain II. S. Foster, of Vermont. These two
brothers will act as Officer of the Day and Officer of the Guard respectively
throughout this Encampment.
APPOINTMENT

OF COMMITTEES.

I

desire, before appointing the regular committees, to request the service
of certain brothers on a Press Committee.
The Commander-in-Chief has not
the time to give, and the newspaper reporters constantly require attention,
and for the purpose of furnishing the press with the part of our proceedings
that we desire published I will appoint a Press Committee as follows, and ask
the brothers to serve.
PRESS COMMITTEE.

A. C. Blaisdell, of Massachusetts, Chairman.
Averdick, of Ohio.
Lewis A. Dilley, of Iowa.
Grant W. Harrington, of Kansas.
George E. Terrill, of Vermont.

J. A.

The regular committees will
COMMITTEE

be as

follows:

ON CONSTITUTION,

RULES AND REGULATIONS.

Joseph B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts, Chairman.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio.
Charles A. Bookwalter, of Indiana.
William M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island.
W. II. Russell, of Kansas.
COMMITTEE

ON

RITUALS AND CEREMONIES.

H. S. Fuller, of Wisconsin, Chairman.
X. C. Upham, of Massachusetts.
F. McCrillis, of Illinois.
George E. Cogshall, of Michigan.

W. B. McArthur, of Nebraska.
COMMITTEE

ON RESOLUTIONS.

W infield Scott Oberdorf, of New York, Chairman.
George X. Howard, of Massachusetts.
W. Y. Morgan, of Kansas.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa.
II. J. Kline, of Missouri.

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

Hi

COMMITTEE

ON OFFICERS'

REPORTS.

Past Commander-in-Chief Frank P. Merrill, of Maine, Chairman.
Past Commander-in-Chief George B. Abbott, of Illinois.
Past Commander-in-Chief Bartow S. Weeks, of New York.
Past Commander-in-Chief Charles F. Griffin, of Indiana.
Past Commander-in-Chief George W. Marks, of New York.
COMMITTEE

OX LADIES' AID SOCIETY.

Inspector General Henry Frazee, of Ohio, Chairman.
Surgeon General Reynold W. Wilcox, of New York.
A. B. Spink, of Rhode Island.
H. S. Foster, of Vermont.
M. D. Friedman, of Alabama and Tennessee.
Next in order are the reports of the officers of the Commandery-in-Chief.
COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF RELIEVED OF CONSIDERATION

Isaac Cutter, of Illinois:

Commander,

OF RITUALS.

before we take up the reports,

of the Council-in-Chief (two of us being only temporarily
members of the Council-in Chief), as the Council-in Chief have considerable
other work on hand. I would respectfully ask that the Commander-in-Chief
appoint a special committee to take charge of the work on Rituals, which was
referred to the Council-in-Chief, at the last Encampment. "We ask the Com
mander-in-Chief to relieve the Council-in-Chief, as at present constituted, of
that work, and appoint a special committee to consider it.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Commander-in-Chief would suggest
that the regular Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies take charge of that
as Chairman-elect

matter.

Isaac Cutter, of Illinois:

Very well, Commander; we think that is the
thing to do. There have been submitted for the consideration of the
Council-in-Chief. under the motion or resolution of Brother Bundy, last year,
as Chairman of the Committee on Rituals, four compositions on Ritual, to con
test for this prize.
As you all know, only one member of the elective Council-in-Chief is
present, and the brothers who have been appointed to serve in lieu of those ab
sent, have plenty of work to do, without undertaking to decide between these
different Rituals, and I think the suggestion make by the Chair is a good one.
George B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I move that the matter of
Rituals referred by the last Encampment to the Council-in-Chief be now
transferred to the regular Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies just ap
pointed by the Commander-in-Chief.
Emil Poekstel, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Past Commander-in-Chief
George B. Abbott, and seconded by Brother Poerstel, of Pennsylvania, that
the compositions
of the Council-in-Chief be
presented for the consideration
submitted to the present Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies of this En
Are there any remarks? If not. as many as are in favor of this
campment.
motion will so signify by the usual sign of the Order.
Down. Those opposed,
best

the same sign. It seems to be and is carried, and the several compositions are
referred to the Committee on Ritual.
Next in order are the reports of officers. The Senior Yice-Commander-inChief will assume command while the Commander-in-Chief reads his report.
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OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

The Commander-in-Chief submitted and read to the Encampment the
following report :

REPORT OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
Headquarters Commandery-in-Chief,
Sons of Veterans. U. S. A.,

Hillsdale, Mich.,

To

and
mandery-in-Chief,
the

Officers

Member* of
£>'. V., I'. S.

the

A.:

Twelfth

Annual

Aug.

12. 1893.

Meeting of

the

)
[
)

Com

Brothers- -One

year ago to-day, in fair Helena, that peerless city of the
was charged with the high honor of administering the affairs of the
Commandery-in-Chief, and now. before stepping across the threshold which
will forever separate me from this great office. I will place before you. as
briefly and clearly as possible, a summary of the transactions of the year, with
such suggestions as occur to me worthy your consideration.
I assumed com
mand of the Order August 12. 185)2 : established headquarters, provided with
effective tire protection for all records, in No. (> AValdron block. Hillsdale.
Michigan, at which that portion of the projierty of the Commandery-in-Chief
intended for the use of the Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant (leheral was
received on September
RECORDS.
Rockies.

">.

1

The system of records perfected step by step by my able predecessors has
been continued, with such changes as have been clearly set forth in the
reports of the Adjutant and Quartermaster Generals.

a

is

a

t

a

a

a

I

;

a

it

I

I

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT.
While on General (irittin's staff as Inspector (leneral. inspecting the Com
mandery-in-Chief headquarters,
was first impressed with the desirability of
General, and canvassed the
permanent headquarters for the Quartermaster
subject with my committee and General Griffin, but we concluded to make no
recommendation.
The following year, on the same duty at General Webb's
was thoroughly convinced that my first convictions were cor
headquarters.
rect, and opened the subject with General Webb and his Quartermaster
Gen
eral, and found them prompt in accepting the suggestion.
The Committee of
Inspection was
unit on the subject, and
was then agreed that General
Webb and his Quartermaster
General and the Inspecting Committee would
and if you will turn to the proceedings of the Min
report favorably thereon
neapolis Encampment you will find that the Encampment
finally adopted the
report of the Inspection Committee verbatim, adding the three-year clause.
Being thus so closely connected with this step of the Commandery-in-Chief,
have watched the results of the move with constant solicitude, and am to-day
perfectly satisfied that the Commandery never took more progressive and suc
cessful step. From
commercial standpoint, the result of the year's transac
tions in this department justifies its establishment
upon a permanent basis.
The well known business maxim, "It is not the present order, but many
future ones, we are figuring upon." has enabled the Quartermaster General to
secure such advantageous contracts on printed supplies that the saving be
tween present and past cost of supplies and stationery, and the saving in express
charges, amount to sufficient to save to the Order" the expense of sustaining
good margin to apply on salary, while
permanent quarters, and still leave
the general conduct of lie office by Brother Loebenstein has been character
ized by courtesy and the application of such promptness and exact, yet com
mon sense business methods, that not
single complaint has reached me, and
the Order
very fortunate in having in this office
man of such integrity and
efficiency.

FUNDS.

In

of permanent

headquarters for the Quartermaster
General our constitutional law was not amended relative to the custodianship
of property belonging to the Commandery-in-Chief, and moneys received by
the establishment
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the Adjutant General for charter fees and per capita tax. The wide separa
tion of the headquarters of the Adjutant and Quartermaster Generals rendered
compliance with the present law physically impossible; and as the Comman
der-in-Chief secures the order against loss by a bond in the sum of £10.000. I
have, acting under instructions of the Council-in-Chief. contained in Official
Question No. 1, submitted to them, receipted to the Adjutant General in the
casli book for all moneys received by him for charter fees and per capita tax.
opened a bank account in the Commander-in-Chief's name, making monthly
settlements witli the Quartermaster General, a statement of which will pass un
der the scrutiny of the Council-in-Chief, and by them be reported to you. There
appears no other method so simple, yet practical, as this; and as the Order is
indemnified against loss through the" bond given by the Commander-in-Chief,
and the system adopted provides a safe and efficient medium for the financial
a Hairs passing
through the Adjutant General's hands, and inasmuch as the
General from the Com
separation of the department of the Quartermaster
mander-in-Chief renders it absolutely impossible for the Quartermaster Gener
al to comply with the requirements as outlined in Section
Article A'.. Chap
ter IV., Commandery Constitution.
of
and
therefore recommend that Sections
liewmm?ndation No. 1.
Article V., Chapter IV., Commandery Constitution, be so amended as to make
the Commander-in-Chief the custodian of so much of the property of the Commandery-in-Chief as of necessity belongs to the Adjutant General's and Com
mander-in-Chief's departments, and requiring the Commander-in-Chief to
receipt in the cash book to the Adjutant General for moneys received for char
ter fees and per capita tax, and make monthly settlements with the Quarter
master General.

FLORIDA.

J.

it

T

3.

I

1

I

is

is
a

a

On September 28, 1802, Division Commander
\V. V. R. 1'lummer. in an
swer to an inquiry as to the condition of the Division of Florida, said: ''As
matter of fact, there
exists
myth;
actually no Division of Florida, It
have to write the
upon paper only. At every change of administration
same old story,'' etc., etc.
at once found bv investigation that instead of
seven Camps in Florida, as had been reported quarter after quarter by suc
ceeding Adjutant Generals, there was only one Camp actually in existence,
and that one at Key West.
Commander Plummer, under date of July 15. 1803.
informed me that there was no hope of reconstructing the Division.
therefore recommend that the charter of the Di
Recomtnendntion No. i.'.
vision of Florida be revoked, and that John A. Logan Camp No.
Key West,
ennesee, for jurisdictional
Fla„ be attached to the Division of Alabama and
purposes.
OFFICIAL VISITS.

I

The conflicting dates of many Division Encampments, together with the
exacting duties at the headquarters of the Comniandery-in-Chief, prevented
found time to
my attendance at so many Division Encampments as desired.
visit the meetings of Michigan, Ohio. Missouri. Illinois and Indiana, and the
Adjutant General represented the Commandery-in-Chief at the Division meet
ing of Alabama and Tennessee; and experience suggests that these official
visits can be made of much practical benefit to the Order.
DECISIONS.

a

it

a

a

The ambiguity of many of our constitutional requirements, and the lack
of specific regulations on numerous questions which enter into the daily con
duct of the affairs of our Order, compel from the Commander-in-Chief many
official decisions, and while naturally fewer will be required from each suc
ceeding administration, they at present form
constant and laborious task for
the Commander-in-Chief. On nearly all questions submitted tome the spe
cial learning and opinion of the Judge Advocate General has been asked, and
copies of my decisions, together with his opinions, are subjoined.
By the
adoption of the present Constitution, Rules and Regulations, the Blue Book
itself, in several cases, became
stumbling block. Many valuable decisions
have been made by my predecessors that are not in convenient form for refer
ence, and
appears necessary that
comprehensive digest of all decisions to
the present should be made.
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I

therefore recommend that the Blue Book be
Recommendation No. 3.
revised by the succeeding administration, and all rulings therein not applica
ble under our present laws be stricken out. and all approved decisions to the
and eacli succeeding Commander-in-Chief be
present time be incorporated,
required to index his decisions in conformity with the Blue Book, so that they
may be supplemental thereto.
COURTS-MARTIAL.
Seventeen courts-martial proceedings were received by me. and each case
was submitted to the Judge Advocate General for his opinion, copies of which,
together with my decisions, are hereto annexed.

ROWLEY JUDGMENT.
This legacy, upon which my predecessors were unable to realize, will be
brought to your consideration by Bast Commander-in-Chief Griffin, who
was appointed by the Tenth Annual Meeting a special committee thereon.
COMMANDERY

COLORS.

The Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief adopted the
following resolution: ''That the incoming Commander-in-Chief be and is here
by instructed to purchase a suitable stand of colors, and a sum not to exceed
8250. to be expended in the discretion of the Commander-in-Chief, is hereby
appropriated for such purpose."' In compliance therewith, I have prepared, at
a cost of 8244, a complete stand of Commandery colors, consisting of the Na
tional colors, the Commandery colors, and two guidons, as required by the
rules and regulations, and they are hereby submitted to you.
L. A.

In

S.

AND D. OF V.

with the spirit of a resolution adopted by the Eleventh An
nual Encampment toward its closing hours, I endeavored to ascertain upon
what terms unity between the L. A. S. auxiliary to the Sons of Veterans and
the 1). of V. could be brought about.
I was unable to accomplish this. If
they could be united under one banner, the now divided interests would con
tribute greatly to the prosperity of that organization, and the success of ours.
compliance

FINANCES.

The assets reported by the last administration consisted of: Cash. S3.358.43.
Due from Divisions, 8285.80. Supplies at cost price. 82,586.67; with liabilities of
8938.40 to Major Davis, 818.51 to Divisions, and 843.50 to the Andersonville
prison fund, and expense of the Eleventh National Meeting, estimated at
84.000.
(The actual expense was 83.997.46). The present year the report of the
Quartermaster General will tell you that we have paid off the large and long
standing indebtedness to Major Davis, and have kept him paid up as promptly
as any other firm furnishing supplies to the Commandery; that we have to-day
assets: Cash, 81.881.00.
Due from Divisions, 898.77. Supplies, at cost price,
82,610.21.
Furniture. 8594.45. Our liabilities are: The Andersonville prison
fund, 843.50. Due Divisions. 83.08, and the cost of this National Meeting,
which will approximate 81,700, including the publication of the Journal of
This plain statement of actual conditions must convince every
Broceedings.
member of this body that we must retain the present rate of per capita tax
and the ratio of profit on supplies or very materially reduce our annual ex
The Quartermaster General's report shows that the cash received
penditures.
from charter fees and per capita tax within the year was far less than that for
the year previous, and that the year's expenditure bears at least a relative ratio
of decrease. We have to-day a cash surplus so large that my successor will not
be compelled to open his administration, as each Commander-in-Chief for years
has been forced to do, with a comparativelv empty treasury, and out of future
receipts pay part of the expenses of the National Meeting at which he is
elected, as so many of his predecessors have done before him.
One source of
unavoidably great expense can be cut off. In my judgement, this session
should end annual meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief.
biennial Meetings.
Uninfluenced, if possible, on the one hand, by the practical and prudential
reasons actuating other fraternal organizations in doing away with annual
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sessions, nor being influenced, on the other hand, by the weak argument
that the Grand Army of the Republic meets annually, hence we should not do
otherwise, but looking at the subject in the clearer light of compensation
for
outlay, or. if you please, reciprocal benefit. I believe the time has arrived when
it is best for our supreme legislative body to meet biennially. Every well-in
formed member of this body realizes that constant, radical constitutional
changes exert a baleful influence upon the Order. Our Commandery is a mag
nificent legislative body, and always has found, and always will find plenty
upon which to legislate; but
submit that, with the great questions of the
military feature, insurance, and other important measures which must
come before this meeting for action. properly settled before adjournment on
the 18th inst.. we will do best to settle down to zealous work for the Order,
and let our expensive law-making rest for two years. It costs the Command
ery approximately $750 per day for these sessions. Add to this the large sums
expended by Divisions for their delegations, and by individual members who
voluntarily pay all their own expenses, and you get an aggregate expense ap
proximating the whole amount of per capita tax paid to the Commandery for
the entire year. Upon the hypothesis that the Order will not increase in
during the ensuing two years, but remain as in the past four
membership
years, and allowing the per capita tax to remain as at present, by eliminating
the next annual meeting, our Quartermaster
General could report to the
Thirteenth National Meeting a sum in cash more than sufficient to pay every
possible liability of the Commandery. and leave a good cash surplus, and the
Thirteenth National Meeting might then safely anu wisely reduce the per cap
ita tax at least 25 per cent. Divisions could soon reduce the tax correspond
ingly, and in less than three yerrs from to-day our Order will have thrown
off the incubus of overtaxation and financial distress, and lie going
steadily forward in the clear light of prosperity and certain progress.
This is no theory, but a demonstrable truth. Our financial distress is an everpresent, grinding, wearing fact.
How many Divisions stand to-day with treas
uries emptied by payment of the expenses of delegations to the Commandery
how many Divisions are sitting like mendicants at the doors of prosper
ous members, beseeching them to represent the Division in the Commandery
at their personal expense, that the Division may not be disgraced by lack of
representation.
The rank and tile learn of this, they grow restless, and it
breeds dissatisfaction, lack of confidence, and consequently loss of zeal, and
final suspension.
Biennial sessions may not be the panacea for all our ills,
but they will be found a safe and sure remedy for the greatest of them.
lb commendation No. 4.
therefore recommend that Article III., Chap
Constitution, be changed throughout to provide for
ter IV., Commandery
biennial, instead of annual meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief.

I

—

I

QUARTERLY REPORTS.
While the consolidated quarterly reports to the Adjutant General have
been made with reasonable promptness, considering the fatal sixty-day exten
sion granted at .Minneapolis, and its displacement by the original thirty-day
limit at Helena, we have been able to secure them "only by almost ceaseless
importuning. Almost without exception Division Commanders beg for more
time, alleging that Camps can not be brought to report promptly.
1 am
convinced that while quarterly reports enable Division Commanders
to get
some sort of communication from Camps, usually this practically uninter
rupted paying of tax and compiling of reports is. on that account, a real weak
ness in our system.
AVe issue our pass word and countersign semi-annually,
and suspend members on a semi-annual basis, and reports and tax should fol
low the same general law.
The increased expense of the present system
is an item for consideration.
Blanks, postage and the many incidental ex
penses inseparable therewith, besides added labor to the Division officials, all
combine to make our system of reports and taxation needlessly burdensome
and expensive.
AVith the adoption of biennial sessions for the "Commandery
there can be safely added the change to semi-annual
instead of quarterly
reports.
lieeommenduiion No. 5.
therefore recommend that the Constitution be
so amended as to provide for semi-annual instead of quarterly reports, the last
quarterly report to be made for the quarter ending June 30, 18H4. and the first

I
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semi-annual report to
31,

be made

for the semi-annual
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term ending December

1894.

OFFICERS'

REPORTS.

The Constitution adopted at Minneapolis provides for only such officers of
the Commandery
as are regarded essential to the practical conduct of the
Order's affairs; but up to the present year, no Chaplain-in-Chief, Inspector
General, or Surgeon General, has ever been able to get reports from all Divis
ions. I ruled in General Order Xo. (i that the reports of these officers came
legally under the provisions of Section 1, Article IV., Chapter V., Rules and
Regulations, and Divisions delinquent in these reports would be deprived of
representation in this meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief. Division officials
are too lax in these departments.
Statistics of vital importance to the Order
can be gathered only through these orticials' reports to the Commandery. and I
ask your emphatic approval of my ruling on this topic, that my successor may
be enabled to enforce this reasonable rule, and the reports of these officials be
thus made an accurate transcript of conditions existing in every Division in
the Order.
Xo Commander-in-Chief was ever honored by a more earnest and
intelligent staff. Kach member thereof has been earnestand efficient, and the
Commander is under lasting obligations to them for their unselfish devotion
and the unusually comprehensive
reports which each will submit for your
consideration.

RITUAL.
Xotwithstanding the indorsement of the three-degree Ritual plan at Hele
still a great division of sentiment on the subject of Ritual. Ex
perience in numerous successful fraternal organizations convinces me that a
Ritual formulated by members of wide experience, embodying in proper form
the tenets of our Order, would prove of great benefit. We are gradually reacha broader intelligence in the routine work of the Camp, and 1 beiieve the time
has arrived for a more elaborate ceremonial for candidates.
The prize of !?300
offered by the Commandery under the resolution of the Committee on Ritual
at Helena brought out four compositions, which were placed in the hands of
the Council-in-Chief, whose report thereon will be duly presented for your
na, there is

consideration.

INSURANCE.

The Eleventh Xational Meeting ordered the appointment of a Committee
on Insurance, and three exceptionally competent brothers were appointed such
committee October 11. 18!)2. and have received all the aid I could render them,
and their report deserves absolutely impartial and unbiased consideration
at
your hands. Unquestionably a safe system of insurance would not only prove
a strongly attractive feature to many "now outside our ranks, but would cut
off largely the present alarming overflow by .suspension.
PROCEEDINGS.

Many complaints reached us because the distribution of the proceedings
of the Helena Encampment was so long delayed. AVith a view to the utmost
dispatch in the laborious work of their preparation this year, I have arranged
with the official stenographer for the furnishing of copy in installments, the
first to be supplied within 48 hours after the close of this meeting, and have
obtained bids from seven large book and job printers, with a time limit pro
vision, and feel confident the Journal of Proceedings this year will be in the
hands of the Quartermaster General for distribution not" later than Novem
ber 10; and as 3.000 copies of the proceedings leaves, after proper distribution,
only about 200 copies for new Camps:
I recommend that 3.000 copies of the proceedings
Recommendation No. 6.
of this meeting be published under the direction of the retiring administra
tion, and that they be distributed to all members of the Commandery-inChief and through "the regular channels to Camps.
s.

v. GUARDS.

There is unquestionably a strong military spirit within the ranks of our
Order.
There is as truly a "pronounced restlessness over our present military
rank of S. V. Guards.
The promoters of that feature were not allowed to
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take steps to cany out the complete system they had formulated: certain re
strictions were forced upon them at Minneapolis, and although Commandant
Hurlbut has been zealous and constant in his effort to build up a creditable
rank under the system adopted, and the preceding and present administrations
have contributed by all proper methods to sustain him. yet the Guards as or
ganized at present bring small pride to the officers having command, and the
system is confessedly so defective that rather than be continued under present
conditions the rank had better be abolished. But the present system of
Guards abolished, what V The experience thus far gained should not go for
naught, the money expended not be checked off on account of loss. But how
are we to retain the good and do away with the evil? There must be no in
jurious conflict.
We must retain the Camp, with all its sacred principles un
impaired.
The Camp is above all else essential to the life of the Order, and
whatever detracts from it is disintegrating and harmful. Hundreds of our
best armed Camps refuse resolutely to join the Guards.
There is unquestion
ably a demand of a pronounced character for the military feature, but it
seems to be in the direction of independent organization. Frankly. 1 am of
the opinion that the restoration of the old loved titles, unquestionably demand
ed as it was by three out of four of the rank and tile of the Order, for Camp
officers last year, should be followed this year by a complete restoration of the
powers of those officers, and under proper regulations,
easily provided, each
Camp be allowed to form a military company individually.
This is a ques
tion for dispassionate deliberation.
Personal ambitions must be made subser
vient to the best good of the Order we love above all else, and
am confident
that now. leaving the subject with you, with this brief statement of well known
conditions, and this suggestion of a remedy, your good judgement will find a
true way to an equitable and satisfactory settlement.

I

GROWTH OF THE ORDER.

Fraternal organizations are easily checked in growth, and slow to rally
afterwards, in times of political excitement, general excitement and public de"pression. and our Order sutlers in general from these influences by two reasons.
First, because it is young in years and is now held together only by the inspir
ation of pure patriotic sentiment: and. secondly, our members become so deep
ly absorbed in political matters that they do not give the customary attention
to fraternal duties during exciting political periods; but to their credit it can
be truly said that the Camp room lias been kept absolutely pure, and no taint
has ever clung to the Order because of political partisanship. When I assumed
command of the Order our country was preparing for one of the most in
tensely absorbing political campaign's through which it has ever passed. That
our Order came through it with ranks so well closed up is matter for congrat
ulation. An accurate comparison of tables issued from the Adjutant General's
department since the last year of General Abbott's administration to the pres
ent date gives for the quarters ending June 30. 1889. 1.989 Camps. 47,577 mem
bers; in 1890, 2.083 Camps. 51.923 members; in 189]. 1.993 Camps. 54.510 members:
in 1892, 1.778 Camps. 49.318 members; in 1893. 1,526 Camps. 42.099 members:
clearly showing that the Hood-tide was reached in 1891.
For the quarter end
ing ftlarch 31 of this year the figures are 1.795 Camps. 47.190 members; proba
bly about the real strength of our Order to-day. The relatively poorer showing
made for this last quarter arises mainly because of the strict enforcement
of
the thirty-day limit on reports for June" quarter.
This should be borne in mind
in considering this important subject. I have throughout my term constantly
endeavored to break up the laxity and lack of discipline which has so
long prevailed in the matter of reports; and while this policy undoubtedly
compels a showing to-day of reduced membership, yet I believe the effect will
be salutary, and that my successor will have a comparatively easy task in se
curing prompt and complete reports. I believe this June quarter marks the
ebb-tide, for unquestionably the great majority of our present members have
remained in the Order because of their ardent love for the patriotic purposes
it professes, and though limited in numbers, our Order is to-day composed of
the very highest type of American citizens, and with the application of reme
dies suggested in this connection prosperity of a pronounced character must re
sult.
1 might add the same old story as to great gains and still greater losses.
The fact is. our gains for the last foiir years, off-set by such losses as those of
other fraternal organizations, would have left us a membership of over 100,000

REPORT OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

Si

men. The records show that we have mustered into the Order 4. 370 Camps,
and have to-day in pood standing less than 1,600 Camps; and this remarkable
growth and depletion has taken place practically in one decade. Our gains
have always been satisfactory, our losses simply appalling. My predecessors
confessed inability to account for these conditions.
1 may be wrong, but
believe this unfortunate weakness arises from the faulty construction of our
Order itself. No Order has purer principles or more exalted objects, and
thousands of members have been attracted to our ranks thereby; but once in
side our ranks, they find that we have a one-degree Ritual, which, though ex
cellent and ennobling in sentiment, is simple and really disappointing in most
cases; it has only the one simple step to full membership; that our military
feature is illy contrived and unsatisfactory: that our influential members, as
a rule, wholly ignore the routine duties of the Camp, caused doubtless by lack
of congenial social conditions; that we have no permanent insurance feature;
in fact, that we have none of the features which enable other fraternal organ
izations to hold their membership; but that we really exist upon sentiment.
True, that sentiment is sublime; but in these days of electrical advancement,
young men early learn to look for practical benefit; and in my opinion our
Order will never attain that prosperity which its principles merit" until we shall
have recognized the fact that we cannot exist, as the (i. A. K. does, by the sim
ple touch of elbows, for we have never been tried together in the tire which
fuses that touch into an inseparable link of affection; but that we must have
engrafted upon the working methods of our Order some of the many practical
benefits that are expected by the intelligent American youth, andwhich are
to be found in other fraternal organizations.

I

COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.

I

During mv term some questions have arisen in the decision of which
deemed the advice of the Council-in-Chief essential.
I have freely consulted
with them, particularly with Brothers Clarkson and Wessells. whose long ex
perience and good judgment have been of great practical benefit to me.
have found the Council-in-Chief prompt and efficient, and take this opportu
nity to acknowledge with gratitude their unselfish labor and efficient aid.

I

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF WEBB.

The saddest official act of mv term was the announcement, in (ieneral Or
der No. 3, of the death of our beloved Past Commander-in-Chief. Leland J.
Webb, on February 21. No other member of our Order was more beloved. He
was not only a Son, but a soldier whose patriotism was tried and true. Of a
highly sympathetic nature, brilliant ability, unbounded zeal, and deep earnest
ness, his connection with our Order was characterized by most conspicuous fi
delity to its interests, and in return for that well-known devotion, the Order
had rewarded him with every distinguished mark of favor it could bestow.
In his death the Order has lost a valiant champion, and each member a true
and tried friend. As a token of our esteem and sincere sadness:
recommend that a page in the Journal of Pro
Recommendation No. 7.
ceedings of this Encampment be set aside for the record of his services to the
Order, and that a committee of three be appointed to draft resolutions of con
dolence to his afflicted family, and that during some portion of the session of
this Encampment a memorial service in his honor be held.

I

OUR RELATIONS TO THE G. A. R.

The most cordial sympathy has been exhibited by the officers and comrades
of the Grand Army of the Republic throughout the "year. Under date of July
"The" Grand Army of the Re
24. Commander-in-Chief Weissert wrote me:
public appreciates the good work that is being done by your Order, and re
gards it as its legitimate successor."
Jn frequent conversations with represen
tative members of the Grand Army of the Republic, I learn that there is a
much truer sympathy with us than formerly, and that they are now strongly
agitating the question of some sort of practical affiliation between the two
bodies. I believe we have but to so amend our methods as to secure progress of
a permanent character, and the G. A. R. will propose such a community of in
terests as will tend to the most valuable growth possible to attain.
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TRANSPORTATION.

This World's Fair year has made for the Committee on Transportation a
truly herculean task. Railroad companies claim that the promises made by
transportation committees in former years as to attendance have not beeii
kept, and the reaction because of this came this year. Brothers of large ex
perience in such duty, and of well-known tact and ability, were selected to
represent the Orders "interests, and the rates secured this year are the best re
ductions which could possibly be obtained.
That we might have figures on
this subject at hand which may be used by future transportation committees
to verify the statements of the" railroad companies. I have had prepared by the
Quartermaster General a record book of attendance, which will be kept by the
(ieneral and be placed on tile for future reference.
Quartermaster
COMMITTEE

ON ARRANGEMENTS.

for
The Cincinnati and Ohio brothers early began vigorous preparations
the entertainment of this Encampment by the organization of a committee
of exceptional ability. They have taken exclusive control of the arrange
ments, and their success is already in evidence.
They have my sincere con
gratulations for their zeal and efficiency, and deserve your unstinted praise.
CONCLUSION.

I

And now, as am about to return to you that trust which was so unani
mously bestowed upon me at Helena. I desire to return grateful and sincere ac
General, and
knowledgement to the members of my staff, the Quartermaster
the officers commanding Divisions, for the constant and cordial support given
1 am deeply indebted to them all for whatever success marks my admin
me.
istration of affairs entrusted to me. With the knowledge gained by eight
years of constant service in many positions of trust in the Camp, Division and
Conmiandery, understanding clearly from that experience the real conditions
of the Order, and aware of the high expectations of those who conferred upon
me this great office, 1 have felt most keenly the responsibility resting upon me.
I have succeeded in a reasonable degree in meeting those expectations. I
shall feel amply rewarded for the year of ceaseless energy and toil devoted to
your interests. Throughout the year I have had but one object in view — to dis
charge the duties of the office with true fidelity, and with what ability I could
command.
It will be with a sense of great relief from wearing care and re
sponsibility that I again step into the ranks, there to try as during the past to
do my duty: but the ties of friendship formed throughout the past year will
prove a source of pleasure while life shall last. The Grand Army of the Re
public, to-day the most influential and highly honored organization in the
United States, is avowedly and with confidence" looking to our Order to take
up its work when its honored members have met the last enemy. The
general public will rejoice in our success. A responsibilitv which no man can
measure or estimate rests upon you who compose this body for legislative
work. The future, with all its possibilities, lies before us. Let us meet its de
mands with brave hearts and willing hands, in Friendship. Charity and
Loyalty.
Respectfully submitted, in F.. C. and L.,

If

Marvin E. Hall.

Commander-in-Chief.

DECISIONS.
Decision I.
V.

(J. A.

Gen."s Op. I.)

W. Dwinett, Dover, Ohio:

September

5. 1892.

Dear Sir and Brother Replying to your favor of August 25. with the
concurrence of the Judge Advocate General. 1 will decide that the son of the
daughter of a veteran is eligible to our Order, the word "descendant,*" as used
in our Constitution, being held to ••include a son. grandson or other descendant
to the remotest degree."
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Decision
E. Smith,
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II.

September 12, 1892.
Allentoicn,
Pa.:
Pennsylvania,
Division
Commanding
of
Dear Brother and Commander — With reference to appeal taken by
members of Capt. E. M. Kuhl Camp No. 33 from Judge Advocate John A.
"Wood's decision as to Iron Cross. 1 will sustain the appeal of the Camp, as his
decision is plainly in contravention of Art. XV, Sec. 1. Rules and Regulations.
You will inform the Camp of my action.
W.

Decision 111. (J. A. Gen.'s Op. II.)
September 15,
E. Smith, Allent&tcn, Pa.:
Dear Sir and Commander — The Judge Advocate General, in

1S1»2.

Walter

response
to your question. "Should the name of a rejected applicant be published in
"
Division orders? has rendered opinion that such names should not be so pub
lished.
in this opinion and decides in ac
T^he Commander-in-Chief concurs
cordance therewith.

III.

Decision IV. (J. A. Gen.'s Ops.
and V.)
September 2ti, 1892.
Walter E. Smith, Commanding Division of Pennsylvania, S. V., U. S. A., Allentoirn, Pa.:
Dear Sir and Brotherhave the honor to send you herewith the
record of the proceedings, findings and sentence of the court-martial in the
case of Brother A. F. Aumiller, of W. S. Hancock Camp No. 44 of your Divis
ion, together with a copy of the Judge Advocate General's opinion as to the
regularity and legality of the same.
The Commander-in-Chief concurs in the opinion of the Judge Advocate
General.
He disapproves of the proceedings, findings, and sentence, and di
rects that you reconvene the Court, and have the errors pointed out by the
Judge Advocate General corrected, and such other action taken as may be
for
necessary, and the corrected proceedings returned to these headquarters

I

approval.

Decision V.
September
F. Koster, 706 Bloonifteld Street, Hoboken, N. J.:
Dear Sir and Brother- Answering your favor of 17th,

Chas.

28. 1892.

I

have care

fully considered your appeal, and will say that 1 have no authority to sustain it,
as the Constitution provides that the Division Commander may appoint such
and such officers upon his staff, and this power of appointment carries with it
the power of revocation of appointment at the pleasure of the Commander.

Decision VI.
September
Harry Rosenhaupt, Commanding Division of Washington. Spokane,
Dear Sir and Brother Answering your valued favor of

29. 1892.

Wash.:
the 23d, will
say your ruling in regard to the two applicants on charter application at Shelton is approved.
Father's honorable discharge must be proven, unless he can
produce certificate of membership in the G. A. R, You will also see that they
are very particular as to date of enlistment, discharge and other time items
in record.

Decision

VII.

H. Frank Williamson.

October

7, 1892.

Adjutant, Canton. Mass.:
Dear Sir and Brother— The question submitted by T. G. Fuller, Cap
tain of Camp No. lie, Hanson, Mass., was as follows: "In granting leave of
absence, can the Captain of a ('amp use any discretion?"
My answer is No. Sec. 1. Art. IV., Chap. II., Constitution. Rules and Regu
lations, clearly states that any brother applying to his Camp, etc., for a leave of
absence, shall be granted the same by the Captain, etc. This leave of absence
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must be granted upon Form 5, which has a space for signature of the brother
to whom granted; and the same, to be valid, must be in conformity with Sec. 5
of Art. IV., Chap. II.

Decision

VIII.

October

7. 1892.

Pa.:
Dear Sir and BroTiiER— You ask. ''Should not Reed's salute be used as
called for by the Ritual?" I answer, Yes, wherever called for by the Ritual.
While the 1 . S. Army drill regulations have been substituted for Reed's Tac
W. H. Sheakan, Philadelphia,

tics in military work, the Ritual has remained unchanged
salutes; and Reed's is therefore correct in ritualistic work.

Decision IX.

in the matter of

October 27, 1892.

F. E. Fairfield, Commanding Maine Division, Aaunsta Maine.:
My Dear Commander — You desire my approval of your Division's vote
to grant to J. Sherman Douglass a past rank as Captain. Neither his letter
which you enclose, nor yours, states whether he served a full term. If he
served a full term no vote' was necessary, he would be entitled to past rank for
service. If, on the contrary, he did not complete a full term, or serve to the
end of a term to till vacancy, the Division has no power to confer upon him a
Past Captain's rank. The Commander-in-Chief has no power of approving
the action of any Division on any subject, where action does not conform to
the constitutional regulations of the Order.
The Constitution seems to be veryclear upon the matter of rank of Past Captains in Sec. 1. paragraph 3 of Art.

II.,

Chap.

III.

Decision X.

J. Smith,

October 28.

1892.

Vermont Division, Huntington, Vt.:
My Dear Captain — You say. '■A part of the members of General W. W.
Henry Camp No. 83 desire the removal of the Camp to another village, while
the other half desire it to remain where it is," and you ask, "Can they move
"
the Camp by a majority vote?
The Constitution. Rules and Regulations are silent upon this question,
but the forms upon which reports and matters of record are made would in
dicate that a change of location by a Camp is not contemplated in our laws.
My decision, therefore, is that without action by the Commandery-in-Chief
granting the privilege, a Camp cannot by vote of its members change its
Clinton

Captain Camp Xo.

S3,

location.

Decision XI.
November
Frank M. Thompson, 7..'.l Eighth Street, X. E.. Washington, D. C:
Dear Sir and Brother — You ask. "Is the son of a contract

14. 1892.

Surgeon in
the late war eligible to membership in the Order of Sons of Veterans?"' Art.
V., Chap. I., of the Constitution clearly defines eligibility, and the son is eligi
ble only through a clear record under that clause. Unless the father holds, or
has a record of an honorable discharge, either as soldier, sailor or marine, with
in the meaning of our laws, the son is not eligible to membership in our Order.

Decision XII. (J. A. Gen.'s Op. IX.)
November 14, 1892.
Filmore Musser, Commanding Division of Ohio, Portsmouth, Oliio:
Dear Sir and Brother— Opinion IX. of the Judge Advocate General is
forwarded herewith, together with the record of the court-martial of Brother
John H. Sturgeon, of Camp No. 30. Division of Ohio, with instructions to recon
vene the Court, and if service was made upon accused, let the record be cor
rected and returned to these headquarters for approval.
If no service was
made, a new trial is ordered, with instructions to give the accused notice as
the law directs.
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November 14, 1893.
Decision XIII. (J. A. Gen/s Op. X.)
Fihnore Musser, Commanding Division of Ohio, Portsmouth, Ohio:
Dear Sir and Commander — I have the honor to return herewith the
proceedings of the court-martial in ttie trial of Brother James A. Quinlan, of
Camp No. 75 of the Division of Ohio, together with Opinion Xo. X. of the
Judge Advocate General thereon.
You will see that the record is corrected,
making the order appointing the Court a part of the record, and return the
same to these headquarters for approval.
November 14, 1892.
Decision XIV. (J. A. Gen.'s Op. XL)
Fihnore Musser, Commander Ohio Division, Portsmouth, Ohio:
Dear Brother and Commander — I have the honor to return herewith
the proceedings, findings and sentence of the court-martial trial of Brother
\V. M. Lowes, of Camp No. 4(i4. Division of Ohio, together with a copy of
Opinion No. XL of the Judge Advocate General.
This brother is charged
with, first, violation of his obligation given at the time of his muster in un
lawfully appropriating funds of the Camp, in that he retained money paid to
him for tickets sold for the Camp; second, disobedience of lawful orders ;
and. third, commission of a scandalous crime against the law of the land, in
the firing of the contents of a murderous weapon at his brother. Albert
Lowes, etc., and was found guilty on each of the three charges, and sen
tenced to be dishonorably discharged from the Order.
The recommendation
of the Judge Advocate General is concurred in. the sentence approved, and
you are directed to see that the sentence of the Court is at once carried into
effect.

November 14, 1892.
Decision XV. (J. A. Gen/s Op. VI.)
Edward A. Wi lli, Commander Division of Dllinois, Murphysboro, 111.:
Dear Commander I return herewith the proceedings, findings, and sen
tence of the court-martial trial of Brother Edward W. Spear, of Camp Xo.
166 of your Division, together with Opinion No. VI. of the Judge Advocate
After correcting the irregularites referred to in the opinion of the
General.
Judge Advocate General, you will return the record to these headquarters for
approval.

Decision XVI.

November 15. 1892.
(J. A. Gen.'s Op. IV.)
Commander Division of Indiana, Rising Sun, lnd.:
Answering your question. " Must a former member of a Camp, who has
been dropped from the roll of membership, pay arrears of dues in addition to
the muster fee?" I enclose copy of Opinion No. IV. of Judge Advocate Gen
eral Beebe. and concur in same.
therefore rule that a dropped member can only be required to pay mus
ter fee, as provided by Sec. 1, Art. II.. Chap. II.
X.

J. McGuire,

I

November
Decision XVII. (J. A. Gen.'s Op. VII.)
F. A. Agnew, Commander Kansas Division, Norton, Kan.:

15, 1892.

Answering your Question. "When a Charter for a Camp is applied for and
regularly granted, and the Charter fee paid and the Cam]) not mustered, can
the money thus paid be refunded?" I enclose copy of Opinion No. VII.. by
Judge Advocate General Beebe. and as I fully concur therein, my decision is
that there is no provision for the return of money paid under such conditions.

Decision XVIII. (J. A. Gen.'s
P. A. Barrows, Commanding Division
My Dear Commander— I have
proceedings

Op.

XII.)

November

18, 1892.

of Nebraska, St. Edwards, Neb.:
the honor to return to you herewith the
in the court-martial trial of Brother J. A. AVagner, of Camp No.
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of your Division, together with Opinion No. XII. of the Judge Advocate
General, with instructions that you have the proper corrections made, showing
legal service, and return same to these headquarters for affirmation.
95

Decision XIX.
November 28,
E. A. Wells, Commander Division of Illinois, Murphysboro, III.:
My Dear Commander— I have the honor to return herewith

1892.

the pro
ceedings, findings and sentence in the Court-martial of Brother Edward
Spear, of Camp Xo. 166, your Division.
This brother was charged with em
bezzlement and conduct unbecoming a son of a veteran, and the proceedings
in this case were returned to you on November 14, 1892, together with Opin
ion VI. of the Judge Advocate General, which pointed out certain irregulari
ties and omissions.
These having been corrected and supplied, the proceed
ings, findings and sentence are approved, and you are instructed to have the
sentence of dishonorable discharge from the Order carried into effect.

Decision XX.

December

Filmore Musser, Commanding

Division

I

of Ohio, Portsmouth,

2, 1892.

Ohio:

Dear Sir and Commander— have the honor to return herewith the
proceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of Brother John H.
Sturgeon, of Camp Xo. 130 of your Division.
This brother was charged with
embezzlement of Camp funds." The proceedings in this case were returned to
you on the 14th of November, with Judge Advocate General's Opinion
No. IX. requiring corrections by showing proof of service upon the accused,
and having been so corrected, the proceedings, findings and sentence are now
approved, and you are instructed to see that the sentence of dishonorable dis
charge from the Order is carried into effect.
Decision XXI.
December 14, 1892.
P. A. Borrows, Commanding Division of Nebraska, St. Edwards, Neb.:
Dear Sih and Brother— have the honor to return herewith the

I

pro
ceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of Brother J. A. Wagner,
of Cam]) No. 95 of your Division. This brother was charged with embezzle
ment of Camp funds.
The proceedings in this case were returned to you on
November 18, with Judge Advocate General's Opinion No. XII., and Decision
Xo. XYIII.. requiring correction by showing proof of service upon the
accused, and having been so corrected, the proceedings, findings and sentence
of dishonorable discharge are now approved, and you are instructed to have
the sentence of the Court carried into effect.

Decision

XXII.

December

Filmore Musser, Commanding

23, 1892.

Division of Ohio, Portsmouth, Ohio:
Dear Commander— have the honor to return herewith the proceed
ings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of Brother James K. Quinlin,
of Camp No. 7.5 of your Division.
This brother was charged with conduct unbecoming a member in his re
lation to the Order by the theft of money entrusted to him by Brother Harry
White for the payment of said White's Camp dues.
The proceedings in this case were returned to you on November 14. 1892,
with Judge Advocate General's Opinion No. X., and Decision No. XIII., re
quiring correction by showing the order appointing the Court as a part of the
record, and having been so corrected, the proceedings, findings and sentence
are now approved, and you are instructed to have the sentence of the Court
(dishonorable discharge from the Order) carried into effect.

I
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Decision XXIII.
December 28, 1892.
MeMurtry, Assistant Quartermaster General, Chicago, III.:
Dear Sir and Brother— Reply to your inquiry of 14th inst. has been

George A.

delayed, owing to my desire to make careful search upon the subject of rank
for your office. Xo ruling on this subject has ever been made, or at least is on
record in the headquarters of the Commandery-in-Chief. but taking the rules
governing the U. S. Army as precedent.
will "rule that your rank would be
Xo cap orname'nt has been devised especially for Assistant Adjutant
Colonel.
General or Assistant Quartermaster General.

I

Decision XXIV.

December 31,

W. S. Oberdorf, Dansville, N. re
installation must occur first regular meeting

1892.

in January.

Decision XXV.
December 31, 1892.
Walter H. Delano, Cammander Division of Massachusetts, Canton, Mass.:
Dear Commander— Answering yours of 28th inst.. it would seem that
Sec. 3. Art. I., Chap. V.. is sufficiently clear as to just what property formerly
in use by a Camp should be turned over to the Division officers upon disbandment of the Camp.
However. Commander-in-Chief Weeks passed upon this question in his
Decision XIX.. based upon Judge Advocate General Shaw Van's Opinion Xo.
, and
concur therein.
As to admission of a deaf mute. am of the opinion that, being unable
to either receive or communicate the secret work, it would not be practica
ble to admit him to membership to our Order, although a strict adherence to
our eligibility clause would permit his muster.

VII

I

Decision

I

XXVI.

January

2, 1893.

Division of New York, Dansville. N. Y.:
My Dear Commanderhave the honor to return herewith the pro
ceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of Brother Julian C.
Smith, of Camp No. 8 of your Division.
The papers in this case were first received at these headquarters Novem
ber 15. 1892. and upon that date returned to you, because of irregularities.
These having been corrected, and the charges of conduct unbecoming a
member in his position and relation to the Order being fully sustained by the
evidence, the sentence of the Court meets my approval, and you will see that
the same is carried into elfect.
W. ii. Oberdorf, Commanding

I

XXVII. (J. A.

January 2. 18';I2.
Gen/s Op. XV.)
Filmore Musser, Commander Division of Ohio, Portsmouth, Ohio:
My Dear Commander
return herewith the proceedings, findings and
sentence in the court-martial of Brother D. C. Crippen, of Camp No. 414 of
your Division, together with Opinion Xo. XV. of Judge Advocate General Beebe. It is not necessary for me to reproduce Opinion No. III., noted by him in
Opinion Xo. XV., as the irregularities in the proceedings in this case, as pointeel out in Opinion Xo. XV.. are made sufficiently plain to you.
You will see that the irregularites to which this opinion refers are cor
rected and the proceedings then returned to me. Final disposition will then
Decision

-I

be had.

January 2. 1892.
Decision XXVIII. (J. A. Gen.'s Op. XVI.)
A. Dilley, Commanding Division of Iowa, Davenport, Iowa:
My Dear Commander— I have the honor to return herewith the proceed
ings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of Brother C. A. Crull, of

Lewis
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Camp IT of your Division.
This brother was charged, first, with conduct un
becoming a member, in the willful disturbance of the harmony of the meet
ings of (.'amp IT. and. second, disobedience to orders of the Camp Commander,
and these charges being fully sustained by the evidence, and the proceedings
being in regular form, the lindings of the Court are approved, and you are
hereby instructed to carry into effect the sentence of dishonorable discharge
from the Order.

January 2. 1892.
Decision XXIX. (J. A. Gen/s Op. XVII.)
L?wis A. Dilley, Comm <nd?r Division of love i, Davenport, lotcu :
Dear Sir and Commander— I return herewith the proceedings, findings
and sentence in the court-martial of Brother W. O. Shattuck. of Camp Xo. 264
of your Division, together with Opinion XVII. of Judge Advocate General
Beebe.

This brother was charged with misappropriation of Camp funds. The
proceedings in the case are so irregular in character, and the evidence so in
competent and insufficient, that
return the findings of the Court to you with
out my approval.

I

Decision XXX.

January

24, 1893.

Filmorc Manser, Commmding Division of Ohio, Portsmouth, Ohio:
My Dear Commander— I have the honor to return herewith the corrected
proceedings, lindings and sentence in the court-martial of Brother D. C. CripThis brother was charged with, first,
pen, of Camp Xo. 414 of your Division.
shooting with intent to personal injury, and second, drunkenness and disor
derly conduct unbecoming a member of the Order, and was found guilty on
both charges, and sentenced to dishonorable discharge from the Order.
The proceedings in the case were returned to you on January 2, 1892, with
out approval, on account of certain irregularities pointed out in Opinion Xo.
XV. of the Judge Advocate General. These irregularities having been cor
rected, the proceedings, findings and sentence are approved, and you are in
structed to have the sentence carried into effect.

Decision XXXI.
December 12, 1892.
E. Smith, Commanding Division of Pennsylvania, Alkntown, Pa.:
My Dear Commander — I have the honor to return herewith the proceed
ings, findings and sentence in the court-martial trial of Brother A. F. AumiUer,
W.

of W. S. Hancock Camp Xo. 44 of your Division.
The proceedings in this case were rtturned to you September 26, together
with Opinion Xo. III. of the Judge Advocate General, and you were in
structed to reconvene the Court for correction of certain errors pointed out in
that opinion. That order having been obeyed, and the needed corrections
made, the sentence of the Court meets my approval, and you will see that it
is carried into full force and effect.

Decision XXXII.
March 1, 1893.
Captain John Redmond, Burlington, Kans.:
My Dear Commander— Questions you may be unable to decide should
be referred to your Division Commander.
If you desire to appeal from any de
cision he makes, you may do so through your Division Commander to the
Commander-in-Chief.
In this instance, however, I will answer your question: "When one of the
Division Commander's staff is absent, and a" brother who is not a delegate, al
ternate or 1'ast Captain is appointed to fill vacancy during the Encampment,
has such acting staff officer a vote in the Encampment'?-'
1 answer:
A brother not an elector of the Division Encampment cannot
be appointed to a staff position pro tern.
If a vacancy had been
properly
officially announced such brother might be regularly appointed and installed,
and would then be clothed with an elector's powers" and privileges, but a pro
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he would have no right to participate by vote

the Encampment.
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of the rights of an elector, hence
in any of the deliberations of

XXXIII.

L. Sparks, Commanding Division of New Jersey,

March
Camden, N.

4, 1893.

J. :

My Dear Commander—
have the honor to return herewith the pro
ceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of Brother A. C. Keunan,
of Camp Xo. 2 of your Division.
This brother was charged with " misappropriation of Camp funds'- by
applying to his personal use funds of the Camp coining into his possession
while acting secretary of a Committee on Entertainment.
The proceedings in this case were returned January 17. 1893, requiring
correction by showing proof of service upon the accused, and having been so
corrected, the sentence of " dishonorable discharge from the Order of Sons of
Veterans, U. S. A.." is hereby approved, and you are instructed to have the
sentence of the Court carried into full force and effect.

I

Decision
W. Y. Morgan,

XXXIV.
Division

March
Commander, Emporia,

17, 1803.

Kan.:

My dear Commander -Answering your inquiry of the 14th whether a
Camp can, at a regular meeting, receive an application, and after transacting
its business and closing in due form, legally call the brothers together in Camp
session for action upon the application,
answer, No. The Constitution is
not as explicit upon this point as it should be. The spirit of the law is, how
ever, that unless a dispensation has been had from the Division Commander
for the privilege of special meeting for that purpose, the action of the Camp
upon the report of the Investigating Committee must be at a regular meeting.
The term used is "subsequent meeting," which means a regular meeting fol
lowing the one at which the application was received.
a special meeting
of the Camp was contemplated by the Constitution, it would be so stated.

I

If

Decision XXXV.

March 21, 1893.
McGuire, Commanding Division of Indiana,Rising Sun, Ind. :
Dear Commander You ask, "Does Sec. 4, Art. IX., Rules and Regu
lations, give me power to grant a dispensation that will be of any force out
side of my Division?"
I answer, Yes. That section clearly defines the power
of the Commander-in-Chief or Division Commander to " grant a dispensation
to any camp, provided that the applicant forwards to the Commander issuing
the dispensation the sum of two dollars."
If all the conditions named in the section are complied with, you certainly
may legally issue to any Camp in Minnesota a dispensation to muster a
"dropped member of a defunct Camp" of your Division. Or in compliance
with Sec. 5 of the same article, you can legally issue an honorable discharge
to the dropped member himself, upon fulfillment of the proviso of said section
as to the payment of two dollars.

Newton

J.

Decision XXXVI.
II. Hammer, Adjutant

March 27, 1893.
Pennsylvania Division, Reading Pa. :
Dear Sir and Brother — You ask as to Sergeant Major and Quarter
master Sergeant, under Sec. 5., Art. VI., Chap. III., Division Constitution, hav
ing a voice in Division Encampment.
Please turn to Sec.
Art. II., Chap. III., and note that they come within
1.,

H.

the exception there named, as they are non-commissioned.

I

:

7,

April
Decision XXXVII. (J. A. Gen.'s Op. XX.)
1893.
Francis G. Drew, Commanding the Division of Minnesota, Minneapolis,
Minn.
Dear Commander— return to you herewith the proceedings, findings
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and sentence in the court-martial trial of Brother Frank Roahr, of Camp No.
St" of your Division.
cannot approve the sentence for reasons stated in the
Opinion (So. XX.) of the Judge Advocate General, copy of which is hereto at
tached.

I

Decision

XXXVIII.

(J. A.

Gen.'s Op.

XXI.)

April

17, 1893.

Walter E. Smith. Commanding Division of Pennsylvania, AUentown, Pa.:
My Dear Commander— I have the honor to return herewith the proceed
ings, findings and sentence in the court-martial trial of Brother Louis Chiquofor reasons
ine, of Anna M. Boss Camp Xo. 1 of your Division, disapproved
contained and fully set forth in Opinion Xo. XXI. of the Judge Advocate
You
General (which I enclose herewith i, which opinion has my endorsement.
will see that the Camp is informed fully as to the dispx-sition in this case.
May 23, 1893.
Decision XXXIX. (J. A. Gen.'s Op. XXIII.)
Lewis A. Dilley, Commanding Division of Iowa, Davenport, la.:
My Dear Commander — I have the honor to return herewith the proceed
ings, findings and sentence in the court-martial trial of Frank Alden, of Camp
No. 88 of your Division, together with Opinion XXIII. of the Judge Advo
cate General.
You will correct the record in this case as pointed out in said
opinion, when the findings may he returned for my approval.
May 23. 1893.
Decision XL. (J. A. Gen.'s Op. XXIV.)
Walter E. Smith, Commanding Division of Pennsylvania, AUentown, Pa.:
Dear Commander- I have the honor to return herewith the proceedings,
findings and sentence in the court -martial trial of Brother Howard Gilbert, of
The proceedings are regular, and the evidence
Camp Xo. 9 <rf your Division.
He was charged with
supports the charge contained in the first specification.
"conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to the Order, in wilfully break
ing into the Camp-room, by kicking in the panel of the door, while in" a state
of intoxication." Inasmuch as the Court has heard the witnesses testify and
You will therefore
has found the accused guilty, the findings are approved.
see that the sentence of dishonorable
discharge from the Order of the Sons
of Veterans. U. S. A., is carried into full force and effect.

Decision XL1.

J une 5, 1893.

Robert W. Wilson, Commanding Division of Maryland, Baltimore, Md.:
My Dear Commander— In reply to yours of the 3d. membership in
the Order is based upon Art. Y.. Chap. 1.. Constitution. Any member who
cannot or will not prove eligibility must be dropped from the roll. He should

never have been mustered.
Second — An honorable discharge granted an ineligible person, who by any
means obtained membership in our Order, must be void, and so declared by the
Division Commander.
Third — A Camp, suspended, has no voice in any Division Encampment
while so suspended, and this rule applies to every member on its rolls, whether
Captain, Past Captain or delegate.
A broth
Fourth — The law presumes innocence until guilt is established.
er resting under charges of court-martial retains all the rights and privileges
he has ever enjoyed until convicted and sentenced.

June 13. 1893.
Decision XLII.
M. P. Bowen, Commanding Division of Rhode Island, Providence, R. I. :
My Dear Commander— Answering your two favors of the 10th:
First — The cypher and key is a part of the Ritual turned over by the Mus

1V»».

tering Officer to the Captain, and should not pass from the Captain's posses
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sion except to be delivered officially to his successor. Xo other member of a
Camp should be allowed to have or hold the cypher and key of our unwritten

work.

Second — The Constitution does not fix the sum in which a Quartermaster
Sergeant's bond shall be given. But the spirit of the law is quite evidently for
protection to the Order, and a bond in a nominal sum would not be in accor
dance with the evident intent of the law. Sec. 3 of Art. VII., page 59. Rules
and Regulations, fixes the Division Quartermaster's bond in the sum of $1,000,
1 shall rule that a Quar
showing that the intent of the law is protection.
termaster Sergeant's bond in a less sum than 8100 was not a good and suffi
cient bond.

Decision

XLIII.

W. Y. Morgan, Commanding Dioision

June 17,
of Kansas, Emporia, Kan.:

Dear Commander— Answering your inquiry of

the 14th:

1893.

"If

three

of two ballots appeared, would the candidate be rejected?"
I answer. Yen. If the Captain decided favorably, his decision would be
simply null and void, as it would be in direct conflict with constitutional
law governing the subject.
blackballs

out

Decision

XLIV. (J.

W. A. Mullen, Madelia,

June

A. Gen.'s Op. XXV.)

Minn.

I

30, 1893.

:

My Dear Commander— have the honor to return herewith the proceed
ings, findings and sentence in the court-martial trial of Oscar Streeter, of
Camp Xo. 15 of your Division, together with Opinion Xo. XXV. by Judge Ad
vocate General "Beebe.
This opinion points out clearly the insufficiency of
service and the radical defects in the testimony.
cannot approve the sen
tence until all the errors pointel out are corrected.

I

Decision XLV. (J. A. Gen.'s Op. XXVI.)
June 30, 1893.
\Vm. A. Rutherford, Commanding Division of Maryland, Washington, D. C:
My Dear Commander— I have the honor to return herewith the proceed
ings and findings in the court-martial trial of Brother Shelton T. Cameron, of
Camp Xo. 33 of your Division, together with Opinion Xo. XXVI. by Judge
Advocate General Beebe. After due consideration of the voluminous pro
concur in the opinion of my Judge Advocate General,
ceedings in this case.
and the findings of the Court of "not guilty" are hereby approved.

I

/.

Decision

LXVI.

July

10, 1893.

Oicen Smith, Commanding Dicision of Iowz, Dis Moines, Iowa:
Dear Sir and Commander— have the honor to return herewith the
proceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial trial of Frank Alden,
of Camp Xo. 88. Division of Iowa. The proceedings in this case, together with
Opinion No. XXIII. by Judge Advocate General Beebe. were returned to your
predecessor, Commander Dilley, on May 23, 1893. the Judge Advocate General's
Opinion Xo. XXIII. pointing out the insuffiency of service as shown by the
The proceedings as amended show proper and legal service as
proceedings.
required by Sec. 4, Art VI., Chapter V.. Rules and Regulations; and the find
ings being" in accord with the testimony, the sentence of "dishonorable dis
charge" from the Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., is hereby approved, and
you will see that it is carried into full fore? and effect.

I

August 7, 1893.
Decision XL VII. (J. A. Gen.'s Op. XXVIII.)
W. A. Mullen, Commanding Dicision of Minnesota, Madelia, Minn. :
Dear Commander — have the honor to return herewith the proceedings,
findings and sentence in the court-martial trial of Brother J. L. Cristy, of

I
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70, your Division, together with Opinion No. XXVIII. of Judge
Advocate General Beebe thereon. This brother was charged with embezzle
ment and misappropriation of Camp funds while Quartermaster Sergeant of
Cam]) No. 70, and all the proceedings being regular and the testimony justi
fying the findings of the Court, the sentence of dishonorable discharge from
the Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., is approved, and you are hereby or
dered to see that the sentence is carried into full force and effect.

Camp No.

The Commandeh-IN-Chief

Brothers, unless there
(resuming command):
to be submitted by the several officers of the Commandery-in-Chief will be referred to the Committee on Officers' Reports by con
This report will be so referred, unless there is objection.
sent, without motion.
The ('hair hears none, and it is so ordered.
move the Encampment do
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander,
now take recess until ?. o'clock P. M.
The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to. and the Encampment took recess until
is objection,

the reports

I

2

o'clock p.

m.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON MEETING.
2

o'clock

P. M.

The Commandery-in-Chief will come to or
der. The Adjutant General will proceed with the call of the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll. (Roll call 2.)
II. J. Hopkins, of Kansas: Commander. I ask to be recorded as present.
F. G. Singleton, of Kentucky: Commander. I ask to be recorded as

The Commander-in-Chief:

present.

E. W. Young, of Washington:

Frank McCrillis,

of Illinois:

The Commander-in-Chief:

order.

I

Commander.

present.

Commander,

ask

I rise

Brother McCrillis

to be recorded

as

to a point of order.
state his point of

will

Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander, my point of order is that
it is not proper for these brothers who have come in too late to answer to the
roll-call, to now be recorded as present. If they want to be recorded as pres
ent they ought to be here to answer to their names.
The Commander-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken, and the
brothers will not be recorded as present, unless they were here at the time of
the calling of the roll to answer to their names.
Past Commanders-in-Chief Merrill and Abbott will please come forward
and take seats on the right hand of the Commander-in-Chief. The brothers
of the Order would like to have them where they can see them.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, speaking for myself, I thank you
for the compliment; but we have a little bit of a delegation down here
from Illinois, and I would like to sit with my delegation, if I may be per
mitted.

PROCEEDINGS.
ion,

The Commander-in-Chief:
if he prefers.

35

Brother Abbott may remain with his Divis

Merrill,

I

would like to ask the
Frank P.
of Maine: Commander,
appreciate the
same favor accorded to Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott.
would prefer to remain with the Maine delegation.
compliment, but
The Commander-in-Chief: The Past Commanders-in-Chief may sit with
their delegations, if they prefer.
We- will continue the hearing of the reports of the officers of the Commandery-in-Chief. The Senior and Junior Vice-Commanders-in-Chief not
being present, their reports will have to be omitted.

I

I

HALL FOR THE ENCAMPMENT.

ANOTHER

Frank P. Merrill, of Maine:

I would

Commander,

if it is in order.
The Commander-in-Chief: We are proceeding

like to make some

remarks, and then a motion,

under

the regular order

of business, and unless there is common consent, the Chair cannot entertain
Is there unanimous consent that Brother Merrill
any motion or remarks.
may have the floor to make a motion ?
(Cries of "Consent, consent."')
The Commander-in-Chief: There is no objection, and Past Commanderin-Chief Merrill has the floor.
Frank P.
of Maine: Commander,
wish to say, with all due
respect to the Committee on Arrangements, in Cincinnati, that personally
am not satisfied with this place of meeting.
The acoustic properties of the
hall are very bad — something terrible. I speak of this now, so that in case a
majority of the members present are of the same mind as myself, a committee
may be appointed to see whether accommodations cannot be secured where we
can be more together, in a hall better adapted to our business, more like the
halls we have been in the habit of meeting in.
would like to hear some oth
er brothers express themselves on this point.
The Commander-in-Chief:
will see that
the Encampment desires,
the Committee on Arrangements is notified of this desire on the part of the
Encampment, and will request that they secure another hall for the use of the

Merrill,

I

I

I

I

If

Encampment.

I

George B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander,
wish to second the re
marks of General Merrill.
realize your position, General Hall, because if
you have to preside for the next three days over this Encampment, in this hall,
the strain on your voice will be great, and it is going to wear you out. For
your own sake, and for the sake of the rest of us, think something should be
done. I say this with all due respect to the Committee on Arrangements. In
most respects it has arranged everything nicely.
The decorations are all right,
and they have gone to great expense— more than was necessary— in getting
this great hall. That part of it we appreciate. But we would also appreciate it
if it was a hall where we could attend to our business with a little more dis
patch and ease.

I

I

The Commander-in-Chief:

I

have heard several brothers

comment

on

this subject, and, if it is the general desire, I will take it upon myself to com
municate with the Committee on Arrangements and see if we cannot secure
accommodations a little better fitted for the transaction of our business.
Is
there objection ? The Chair hears none, and will so act.
We will proceed, now, with the hearing of officers' reports. The next re
port will be that of Quartermaster General Loebenstein.
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REPORT

The Quartermaster

OF QUARTERMASTER GENERAL.

General submitted

and read the following report:

REPORT OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL.
Headquarters Commandery-in-Chief,"|
Sons of Veterans. U. S. A.,
Quartermaster General's Department,
84 La Salle Street, Chicago, Aug. 10, 1893. j
To Marvin E. Hull, Commander-in-Chief:
Sir — I have the honor to submit my report of the business of the Quar
termaster General's Department for the year ending August 10, 1893.
Aware of the unusual interest with which this report will be examined, on
account of the establishment of permanent headquarters for this department,
I have endeavored to so itemize and arrange the expenditures that compari
sons may be made freely and fully.
invite a careful inspection of the expenditures for the past year, and of
the " Comparative Table of Expenditures
subjoined:

I

Report Supplemental to Quartermaster General Clarkuon's Report.
Cash on hand, as shown by reiiort
Received from Florida

23,358 4*

J3 00

Washington
Oregon

2 00
13 45

Colorado

105 04

Michigan

i

Kentucky

00

1 OS

Maine
Wisconsin
Indiana
Rhode Island

3 40
36 96
130 44
33
299 TO
?3.65S

I'aid for Postage, Telegram* and Stationery
Expense* Inspector General During Year
Gold Cross for General Tobias
Expense* Eleventh Annual Encampment

IS

2 81
23 OS
75 00
2.802 41
2.903 27

IWI

Balance cash on hand

Receipt* anil Expenditures

from September

1, 1803, to

86

August 10, 1893.

RECEIPT*.

from General Hall
General Clarkson
for Supplies
■■
Charter Fees
Per Capita Tax
Miscellaneous cash receipts

J250 on
504 88

Cash received

7.663 69
466 50
8,22*92
16 98
$17,130 95

Total cash receipts
EXPENDITURE*.

Dolus of preceding administration:
Major A. P. Davis
c. G. Burgoyne

*938 40
51 00
-J9S9 40

Carried forward

5989 40

f 17.130 95
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Brought forward
Expenses Eleventh Annual Encampment. In addition to tnose
paid by preceding administration:
\V. S. Garber, Stenographer
3.000 Proceedings. Including freight and d ravage
Engraving plate for General Weeks

:i~

5989 40

$17,130 95

8209 60
858 93
26 00
1.09* 55

Traveling Expenses:
Commander-in-Chief,
'•

"

•'

two trips to Chicago
trip to Michigan Encampment
"
Missouri and Ohio Encamp

$25 60
11 TI
66 35

ments

Commander-in-Chief,
trip to Illinois and Indiana
campments
Adjutant General, trip to Alabama and Tennessee
campment

En
SS 10

En
00 00
193 76

Supplies:
lladges and Decorations
Camp and Division Supplies
Cost of Shipping
Insurance
Electros
Wrapping Paper. Twine. Labels. Etc

84.923 53
1.743 52
369 23
27 On
10. 15
33 91
7.109 L'6

Furniture:
Commander-in-Chief's Headquarters
Headquarters Quartermaster General

}61 87
154 47
216 31

General Expenses:
Freight. Etc.. Moving Headquarters
Record Hooks

8220 55
1H ss
15 75

Postage

Telegrams
Blanks furnished free to Divisions
Commandery Ribbons
Floral Tribute to General Webb. Etc
Gold Star for General Hall
Miscellaneous

'w

12 85
s 00
28 03
150 00
26 55
519 97

©flice

Expenses:
Rent. Headquarters Commander-in-Chief
Quartermaster General
Light. Fuel and Toilet Supplies. Commandery Head
quarters
Light. Fuel and Toilet Supplies. Quartermaster General s
Headquarters
Shelving
Telegrams and Express. Commandery Headquarters
"
••
"
Quartermaster General's Head
quarters
Postage. Commandery Headquarters
Quartermaster General's Headquarters
Stationery, for all National Officers
Commandery Headquarters
Quartermaster General's Headquarters
Miscellaneous. Commandery Headquarters
Quartermaster General's Headquarters ....

8303 01
483 05
16 90
28 27
10 35
23 92
2 95
79 01
44 IS
81 85
55 31
37 16
118 58
29 03
1.308 01

Carried

forward

811.433 39

$17.130 95

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.
Brought forward
General Orders
Salaries
S. V. Guards
Arnold Monument Fund
Conimandery-in-chlef
Colors
Twelfth Annual Encampment;
Expenses Joint Agent
Typewriting Reports
Roster
Expenses Transportation Committee

I11.43SJW
188 08
3 0:» 03

117.130 SB

185 7S
214 00
$17 03

U
19 00
8 00
56 12

Miscellaneous, including Refunds. Advances. Etc

4 98

Total expenditures

115.318 30

Balance cash on hand

11.881 65

Supplies, inventoried at cost

$2,610 El

The financial condition of the
was as follows:

Commantlery-in-C'hief

on September

1,

18S»2,

General Accovnt. September

1. 1892.

Liabilities.

Assets.

Oil.

Arkansas
$17 00
Florida
9 60
Iowa
60
Kentuckv
16
Michigan
8 10
Nebraska
49
Ohio
OH
Oklahoma
IS IS
Rhode island
3 00
Washington
18 44
Vermont
80
Cash In hands of Commander-in-Chief.
350 ui
Cash in hands of General Clarkson. . .
SOI Hi
Supplies
2.586 67
Furniture
451 or

Alabama and Tennessee
California
Colorado

Illinois

Kansas
Minnesota
Oregon

South Dakota
Wisconsin
Major Davis
Anderson ville Prison Fund
Surplus

The financial condition of the Commandery-in-Chief on August
is as follows:
General account, Avoibt 10, 1893.

Arkansas
Colorado*
Florida
Iowa*

Supplies tat cost)

*

10, 189-3,

Liabilities.

Assets.

Furniture (at 10 per cent, off}

$ 09
2 K4
28
26
2 1*1
08
12 08
12 20
37 09
93S 40
43 50
2.781 73

jS.sfio 07

$3.86J 07

Dr.

Cit.

....
....

$15
19
12
13
2
1
4
18
11
1
594
1.881
2.610

70
40
00
16
84
20
20
13
06
08
45
65
21

Anderxmville
Vermont
Surplus

85,188 08
* August 15, 18Uo— Indebtedness has been paid.

Prison Fund

$43 50
3 08
5.138 50

$5,185 08
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The account of Profit and Loss from September
is as follows:
I'ltOFIT AND LOSS, SEPTH.MBEH

Uk.

To Supplies lexira <|iialll y
forms reduced in price, i .
Oct. 31. To Rhode Island [ordered
cancelled by Eleventh An
nual Encampment)
Dec. 31. To Arnold Monument Fund.
1893.
Mar. 15.

To Supplies (obsolete forms
destroyed >
To Supplies (obsolete forms
destroyed I
July 31. To Furniture
Aug. 10. To General Orders
To Salaries
To Traveling Expenses
To office F.xpenses
To General Expenses
To S. V. Guards
En
To Eleventh Annual
campment
Annual
En
To Twelfth
campment
To Balance met profit)
Mur.

30.

PltOFITS.
1893.

$118 43

to August

10,

1. 1X92, TO AC8UST 10. 1893.

Losses.

1X92.
Sept. 29.

1, 18!i2,

3d

Aug. 10. Hv Supplies
Bv Per ( apita Tax
By Charter Fees

Cr.

J1K03 57
8.330 37
476 50

2 00
200 00

70 On
19 18
(55ill
18') 06
3.000 00
189 jx
1.307 -II
708 45
125 75
1,145 55
">612
2.356 77
♦9.610 41

19.610 44
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Comparative

Table of Receipts
1891-92.

189J 91.

Received from Predecessor
Received for Supplies
Received for 1'er Capita Tax
Received for Charter Fees

1603 66,
14.317 03
8.456 39
1.247 50

I
'

Totals

J1.079 37
11.744 77!
8.341 30
852 ODl

£4.524 58'

1893-93.
*754 8fi»
7.681)67
8.238 92
466 50

132.017 44

J17.130 95

1891-82.

1892-93

* $839.81 being In cash, balance In vouchers.

Compahative

Table of Expenditures.
1890-91.

Debts of preceding administration

General

11.231 07

!

Expenses of preceding annual meeting. In addition to those
paid by preceding administration
Traveling expenses of Commander-in-Chief and SlatT
:
Supplies—
;
Badges and decorations
canip and Division supplies
I
Cost of shipment*
|
Wrapping paper, insurance, etc
|t
Furniture
General orders
!
Salaries
S. V. Guards
!
Omi t Expenses —
Rent
Telegrams, postage and stationery
Miscellaneous

JO

H

1.622
112

1.091 ■
189 78

£
J'iHf
3.515 9.

5.963
3.530

4.923 55
1.745 52

1

879

66 84

JJ* JS
S

,g>

»

I

,g
3™Y

>•■*"'

■
J™
>'* '»

Cost of shipping supplies, and other express charges
other items
Totals

9n

so

I
$21,929 73

* Included In expressage
+ Not given,

00
31
06
II ■
75

208 95
216 13

Postage

71
216
185
3.lH i
125

780 Oil

Expense** —

Transfer headquarters
Records
Miscellaneous"
Statlonerv
Telegraphing

*t»;i In

196
]s7
510
231
53
212
661
122

220 55
18 25
£56 45
16s 85
36 81
138 89
369 B
"511 28

}18.759 87

item.

t No rent paid.

I Included in telegraph, jiostage and stationery Items.
** Includes expenses of Payne and Addlngton courts-martial.
++ Includes (244 for colors and 1200 for Arnold Monument Fund.

It Is difficult to give in exact figures the saving to the Order caused by the
establishment of permanent headquarters, as many forms have been improved
in quality, and at the same time being contracted for at less price.
The saving on forms, wherein exact comparison is possible, has been 8420.such improve
24; on forms inproved in quality (taking into consideration
ment). 8 198.30; the saving in cost of shipping supplies to Divisions (allowing
pro rata for the greater quantity shipped heretofore). 89H; and the amount an
nually saved by not having to move supplies is about SlrSO: making the average
annual saving

It

8S7IS.54.

is reasonable to suppose that the maintenance of two headquarters
Though 87S0 has been paid
would cost more than if they were consolidated.
for rent the past year, as against a nominal charge of $200 by Brother Clarkson last year, and free headquarters furnished by General AVebb the year be
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fore, the total of general and office expenses (exclusive of new Commanderyin-Chief colors), is but 875.24 more than last year, and 8713.26 less than the
year preceding that.
The numerous complications predicted by those that doubted the wisdom
of establishing permanent headquarters have not materialized during the year,
and the system of accounts adopted at the beginning of the year have proven
reliable and satisfactory, and have proven an efficient safe-guard against omis
sions to enter charges, which have heretofore occurred.
Remittances for sup
plies have been made to me, and
have receipted to Division Commanders for
the same. Remittances for per capita tax and charter fees have been made to
the Adjutant General, and he has receipted for them. Monthly reports have
been made to me by the Adjutant General, designating all amounts to be
charged to Divisions, and showing all moneys received by him and from what
source. A remittance, covering amounts so received, accompanied each report,
and
receipted to him for such amount.
The financial condition of the Order as reported on August 1, 1892. was en
couraging indeed. Cash reported on hand was. 83,358.43, and our surplus was
85,685.
The payment of the expenses of the Helena meeting materially
changed these figures, and the condition of our finances at the beginning of
this administration was in striking contrast to figures above shown.
The actual amount of cash received by this, from the preceding adminis
tration, was 8639.81. AVe also received a legacv of an indebtedness, due Major
Davis, of 893K.40, which has since been paid. The surplus was 82.781.73. On
August 10,1893, I am able to report cash on hand. 81,881.65, no liabilities and a
surplus of 85.138.50. The amounts to be disbursed at this meeting will ap
proximate 8750, reducing the cash on hand and surplus just that amount.
Divisions are indebted to the Commanderv-in-Chief as follows: Arkansas,
815.70; Florida.
812:
Oklahoma. 818.13; Oregon, 811.06; Colorado, 819.40;
Iowa, 813.16; South Dakota, 81.08; Kansas. 82.S4; Montana, 81.20; Nebraska.
The Division of Oklahoma no longer has an existence, and the Divi
84.20.
sion of Florida is virtually dead. It is therefore recommended:

I

I

Recommendation No. 1. That the charges of 812 and 818.13 against the
Divisions of Florida and Oklahoma, respectively, be cancelled.

The account of the Oregon Division is in a somewhat "muddled" condition,
owing to my predecessor having failed to charge them with per capita tax for
fourth quarter of 1891. and las they claim) to credit them with an amount,
811.01, agreed upon as discount, in consequence of filling a requisition the
second time. My books show a balance due from them of 811.06, while, if
their claim is correct, they owe but 5 cents. It is recommended:
Recommendation

No. 2. That the Division of Oregon
claimed.

811.01, as per agreement

be

credited

with

During the year obsolete forms have been destroyed as follows:
By authoritv of the Commander-in-Chief, dated December 16, 1892, amount

ing to 870.05.
By authority of paragraph 6. General Order Xo. 2, amounting to 819.13.
Form 34, having been previously consolidated with Form 22. has been

abolished.

Form 3, Application for Membership, has been changed to a card form,
making it more convenient to carry in one's pocket, and retaining it in pre
sentable condition when needed for use.
Division Commanders, in issuing transfer cards heretofore, have been
obliged to alter and inter-line the form issued for use by Camps, making it a
very inconvenient and unsightly form to use.
A new form (4ij has been issued
to obviate this difficulty.
Forms B, C, D, E and H have been greatly improved in quality, being
changed to neat, cloth-bound books, and when the old supply of Forms A.
F and G is exhausted, and these forms made to conform to the other books, a
very creditable set of Camp books will be the result.
Believing that
Forms 5i, 6 and 18 have also been materially improved.
elective officers of Camps and Divisions were entitled to a better commission
than the cheap printed affair in use. a very neat lithographed commission has
been issued in their stead, and seems to meet the approbation of the recipients.
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The poor quality of electros of Coat of Arms furnished by the Commandery-in-Chief tends to detract greatly from the appearance of the stationery
used by Camps and Divisions of the Order.
These electros have been made
from other electros, instead of being made from the original engraving, each
succeeding edition losing in sharpness of outline. In the medium size a cari
cature of the original design has crept in. the Eagle being transformed into a'
Buzzard, and six of the original thirteen stars having escaped. A new set of
three sizes, can be obtained for about $15, and it is therefore
engravings,
recommended:
Recommendation No. .1. That all electros of Coat of Arms now in stock in
the Quartermaster General's Department be destroyed; that new engravings,
three sizes, be obtained, and that a new supply of electros be made therefrom.

Forms 7. 8 and 81 are not suitable for use for credentials for Past Division
Commanders, delegates and alternates to the Commandery-in-Chief Encamp
ment, and as no other form has been provided, it is recommended:
Recommendation No. 4. That suitable forms for credentials for Past Di
delegates and alternates to Commandery-in-Chief En
campments be issued, and that they be furnished Divisions free of charge.

vision Commanders,

The plan now in use for forwarding our pass word and countersign to a
brother away from his Camp is involved in too much red tape to be practical,
and frequently results in doing injustice to brothers in good standing, by
barring them from the privileges of the Camp room.
would recommend:

I

Recommendation No. 5. That an order for the pass word and countersign
be printed on the back of each receipt for dues: that such order, to be valid,
must bear an impression of the seal of the Camp issuing it. and the signatures
of the Captain and First Sergeant, and shall be good for such period only as
receipt shows dues to have been paid: and that upon the presentation of such
an order to the commanding officer of any Camp he shall communicate the
pass word and countersign
to the brother presenting it, providing he be
properly identified.

Division Commanders and Adjutants recognize the convenience of the
books of duplicate Forms 37 and .'18 f urnished for recording copies of Adju
tants' and Quartermasters'
consolidated
Similar books should be
reports.
furnished every Camp, that they may properly preserve copies of their First
and Quartermaster Sergeants quarterly reports.
It is recommended:
Recommendation No. 0. That books of duplicate Forms 27 and 28 be pre
pared; that they be furnished to Divisions at cost, and that Divisions provide
Camps with them free of charge.

An excessively large edition of the C, R. and K. was issued last year. By
using inserts to embody in the Constitution the changes made at Helena,
we have been able to utilize a quantity during the past year, but have yet in
stock 4(i,0(i0 copies.
I desire to call the attention of this Encampment to the methods used by
They take advantage of
in ordering supplies.
many Division Commanders
the fact that the C;>mmandery-in-Chief
prepays all express charges, and send
in requisitions for small quantities of supplies, sometimes as of ten as six or
seven a month.
This involves a heavy expenditure for express charges upon
the Commandery-in-Chief, which could easily be avoided by a very little effort
on the part of Division Commanders.
It is therefore recommended:
Recommendation No. 7. That where the express charges upon supplies
ordered in anyone requisition exceed 5 per cent, of the value thereof they
shall not be prepaid, except that where supplies are ordered by the Divisions
of California, Colorado. Montana. Oregon and Washington, express charges
shall be prepaid providing they do not exceed 10 per cent, of the value of the
supplies sent.

Our laws make no provision for filling a vacancy should one occur in the
office of Quartermaster General.
Should such a vacancy occur, prompt action
in filling the vacancy would be necessary to save the Order many complica
tions.
I therefore recommend:

PEPORT OF ADJUTANT GENERAL.

i3

Recommendation No. s. Should a vacancy occur in the office of Quarter
master General, the Commander-in-Chief shall appoint an Acting Quarter
master General to fill the position until the first succeeding regular meeting
of the Commandery-in-Chief ; and at such meeting of the Commandery-inChief a Quartermaster General shall be elected to serve the unexpired
term.

I

I

should indeed be ungrateful did
fail to acknowledge the many courte
sies extended and valuable assistance rendered me by yourself, Adjutant Gen
eral Lyon and Assistant Adjutant General Gier.
It will ever be a source of
pleasure to me to have been associated with you in your work for the Order,
and in severing our official relations beg to assure you of my appreciation of
your many acts of kindness, and of my sincere esteem.
Yours in F.. C. and L.,

I

R. LOEBENSTEIN,
Quartermaster General.

The Commander-in-Chief:

This report will b? referred to the Commit
Reports, without motion.
The next report in order is the report of the Adjutant General.

tee on Officers'

REPORT OF ADJUTANT

GENERAL.

Adjutant General Lyon submitted and read the following report:

REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL.
Headquarters Commandery-in-Chief,
Sons of Veterans. I". S. A.,

Hillsdale, Mich.,

)
[

Aug.
1SSJ3. )
Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chiet :
Sir and Commander I have the honor to present for the consideration
of yourself and the Commandery-in-Chief this report from the Department of
the"

Adjutant

12,

General.

The following bonks and records were turned over to me by Adjutant
General Raphael Tobias:
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1 1 Roster of Commandery-in-Chief
of Charter Applications.
and
Dii
Record of Decisions.
vision officers and Staff.
Record of Dispensations.
1 F.ncampment
Roll Hook.
Record of Commissions.
I 2 Records of ( 'amps.
Record of Courts-martial.
j 1 Filing Case, with 32 boxes of miscellaneous
,
Record of Division Charters.
papers.
Record of Adjutants' Consolidated Reports.
1 General Index of documents in same.
Adjutant General s Cash Book.
. \ 42 Files of General and Division Orders.
Record

All the regular records have been promptly, and. so far as correct data
were furnished the department. I trust accurately kept.
I shall speak of some
of them more in detail.
RECORD OF CAMPS.
These books, devised by my predecessor, are intended to preserve the complete
record of each Camp, showing its number, name, location, date application for
charter was approved, number of applicants, date of muster, number mustered,
date of charter, date of suspension, date of revocation of charter, date of disbandment, date of surrender of charter, date of reorganization or reinstate
ment, date of new charter, and remarks. The books are admirably adapted for
the preservation in small compass of these voluminous data, but the large
number of topics covered makes it very difficult to keep the record free from
In accordance with Recommendation ti of Adjutant General Tobias, a
errors.
new form known as Form No. 35 was prepared, upon which Division Adju
tants are required to report quarterly all Camps suspended, reinstated, dis
banded, etc., in their respective Divisions. Adjutants are not, however, suffi
ciently careful in making out this form, and only the most constant care and
frequent correspondence have enabled me to keep the record of Camps fairly
accurate.
The work begun by my predecessor of filling in these records in
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cases where they were incomplete has been continued, the same form of in
quiry blank to Division Commanders being used: and have the pleasure of
announcing that the records of all live Camps are complete, except Nos. 25.
28, 32. 107 and 111, of Division of Iowa.

I

I5ECORD OF DECISIONS.

In this book decisions by the Commander-in-Chief of questions concern
ing Constitution, Kules and Regulations have been entered according to the
Divisions asking the questions, not according to subject. This arrangement
renders the record useless, as one cannot tell from it whether a question has
Inasmuch, also, as the full text of all decisions is
been previously decided.
on tile and published in yearly proceedings, 1 make
Recommendation No.
ions be discontinued.
ROSTER

1.

I

recommend

that the use of the record

of decis

OF COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF AND DIVISON OFFICERS
AND STAFF.
CONSTITUTIONAL LIFE MEMBERS. OFFICERS OF GRAND DIVI
SIONS, AND SONS OF VETERANS GUARDS.

This is one of the most essential historical records of the Adjutant Gen
eral's Department.
found this record very incomplete, and have used every
possible means, including the consultation" of back numbers of Division or
ders, and inquiries at Division headquarters, to complete it; but there is still a
considerable number of names to be discovered and entered.
Since every year
makes it more difficult to learn the names of former officers,
suggest to my
successor the necessity of continuing at once the lines of inquiry already be
gun to complete this record.
As there is no regular way by which the Adju
tant General may learn the names of Division staff officers, and as these
names are necessary not only for the above named record but for frequent
correspondence,
make:

I

I

I

lie commendation No. 2. I recommend that a new blank be provided on
which Division Commanders shall report to the Adjutant General all ap
pointments to and changes in their respective staffs.
COMMISSION RECORD.

This book is nearly full.

Recommendi tt ion No. J. I recommend that the incoming administration
instructed to devise a new commission record, in which these documents
may be more compactly recorded, and alphabetically indexed.
be

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S CASH BOOK.
Owing to the separation of the Quartermaster General's headquarters
from those of the Adjutant General, this book was changed so as to admit of
the Commander-in-Chief's, instead of the Quartermaster General's receipt for
funds passing from my hands.
NEW RECEIPT BOOK.
The system of monthly settlements between the Adjutant General's and
Quartermaster General's departments made it impossible for the latter officer
to render immediate receipts to Divisions for charter fees and per capita tax.
A new Adjutant General's receipt book has therefore been prepared, from
which the Adjutant General gives numbered receipts for all funds received by
him.

FILING CASE.

order to make room for important documents I have removed from
the riling case and transferred to the Quartermaster General all papers per
taining to his department.
OLD RECORDS.

In

There was also delivered to me a number of obsolete books, old letter
books, cash books, etc. These all require vaultage. but are of little or no im
mediate value to this department

REPORT OF ADJUTANT GENERAL.

43

I

recommend that the obsolete books and records
Recommendation Xo. 4.
per following schedule, be properly boxed, marked and delivered to the
Quartermaster General for safe keeping:
Thirteen Division rosters.
One record of revoked charters.
One record of Division By-Laws.
All letter books prior to September, 1892.
All letters prior to September, 1892.
(irand Division rosters.
Grand Division cash books.
Old record of charter applications, with names and records of applicants,
kept by General Payne.
as

The uselessness of preserving lists of Camp officers at national headquar
ters was pointed out by Adjutant General Tobias; and since the abandonment
of the rosters of Divisions, there is no need that Form 22, Report of Installing
Nevertheless Division Commanders
Officer, be sent to the Adjutant General.
have continued to send in these reports, and they have been filed.

I

recommend that Form 22 be condensed and im
Recommendation Xo. o.
proved, and that the instructions on same be so changed that no copy shall
be sent to the Adjutant General.
Recommendation Xo.

be destroyed:

6.

I recommend

that the following books and papers

All Installing Officers" reports in the filing case.
Old express receipt books.
Old mailing lists.
QUARTERLY I1EPORTS.

The supply of blanks for Division Adjutants' and Quartermasters' reports
On Form 37,
being exhausted, new and improved blanks have been provided.
Adjutants' Consolidated Report, the column for total number of members
dropped was taken from the losses, thus eliminating a frequent source of error.
Other valuable changes in accordance with suggestions of various brothers
were also incorporated.
Form 38, Quartermasters' Quarterly Report, was di
minished in size, and the text of same changed to accord with present regula
tions. Consolidated Adjutants' reports for the year ending June 3D. 1893, are
appended as Tables 1, 2, 3 and 4. The number of Camps and members in good
standing at each report was as follows: September 30, 1892: Camps, 1.(578;
members. 45.855. December 31, 1892: Camps, 1,854; members 48,995. March
Camps, 1.793; members. 47,216. June 30, 1893: Camps, 1,526; mem
31. 1893:
bers, 42,099. The Order has expended for charity during the year, «S15,104.65;
208 veterans and 675 brothers were relieved;, 1,126 Camps and 36.262 members
were suspended during the year; 712 Camps and 17.441 members were rein
stated; leaving the absolute loss by suspension. 814 Camps and 18,821 members,
while there was gained by muster, 218 Camps and 13,049 members. About half
of the Adjutants' and Quartermasters' reports received contained errors that
required their return to Division headquarters for correction; but an encour
aging spirit of promptness has been manifested by Division officers, especially
in getting in their June reports, proverbially the worst of the year. No re
port has been received from the Division of Florida since September 30. 1892.
The Division of Arkansas failed to report March 31, 1893, but has since been
reinstated.
GENERAL BUSINESS.

All correspondence has been promptly attended to; letters received have
been filed; about 1,400 letters have been written, and copies preserved.
Ten

General Orders and one Circular Letter have been issued, and copies are
appended to this report; 29 dispensations have been granted for the muster of
Camps without prior approval of application by the Commander-in-Chief; 110
commissions to Commandery-in-Chief and Division officers were issued. The
findings of 17 courts-martial were recorded; 14 were approved, and three dis
approved.
Four official questions were submitted to the Council-in-Chief, and
their votes tiled: 47 decisions and 28 opinions were filed. Applications for
230 Camp charters
were approved.
Charters have been issued to 248 new
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Camps, and to

11

others whose charters had been destroyed or name

changed.

There were received by this department and turned over to the Commanderin-Chief, 5527(5.50 for charter fees and renewal of charters, and S8.472.84 for per
capita tax. Monthly transcripts of the Adjutant General's cash book, togeth
er with a statement of expenditures, have been furnished the Quartermaster
General, and copies tiled. The Quartermaster General's receipts and quarterly
reports to the Commander-in-Chief have been tiled.
TABLES.

9,

8,

7,

ti.

The following tables are appended to this report: Tables 1, 2, 3 and 4,
Adjutants' consolidated reports. Table 5. roster of Division elective officers,
1893-94.
Table
roster of Division Adjutants and Quartermasters,
1893-94.
Table
times and places of holding Division Encampments, 1893.
Table
list of charter applications approved, and charters issued, during the past year.
Table
list of furniture of the Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant General's
headquarters.

CONCLUSION".

let me say, Commander Hall, that my appointment to this im
In
portant position lias been the more appreciated, as
was unsought and unex
thank you for the kindly interest and confidence that led you to se
pected.
lect your boy assistant in the Inspector General's office as your associate and
secretary in conducting the weighty affairs of the office of Commander-inChief. My only regret
that my active service in this capacity was limited
previous contract: and this "source of re
by failure to obtain release from
lessened by the knowledge that during my absence the affairs of the
gret
office had your own personal supervision, and the constant care of an able as
sistant.
wish that
might find fitting language to voice my appreciation of
the many courtesies, manifestations of brotherly confidence, and proffers of
friendly "advice, that have come to me from all sides, especially for the practi
cal assistance of Quartermaster General Loebenstein, Past Adjutant General
Tobias, and others, whose long experience in our Order has rendered their sug
"
But am no orator, as Brutus is; "
gestions and services doubly valuable.
can only treasure each kind act of friend
the proper words will not come.
ship these brothers have shown, and trust to the mystic language of love to

I

I

I

I

is

a

is

1

it

conclusion,

express my eternal gratitude.

Sincerely yours,

Elias P. Lyon,

Adjutant General.

STATISTICAL TftBLGS
Accompanying Adjutant Ganeral's Report.
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Table No. 5 — R08TER of Division Elective Officers,
Division.
Alabama and Tennessee.
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut

Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts

Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire

New Jersey
New

York

Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Khode Island
South Dakota
Vermont
Washington
West Virginia

Wisconsin

CoMMANDKIi.

Harry L. Veazey
Ilarrlman. Tenn.
Lewis E, Kinney. ...
Huntington.
Frank W. Bunnell. .
Los Angeles.
John W. Manley
La Junta.
Be.nl. K. Singleton. .

Mlddletown.
Cerdrlc G. Marsh
Oak Park.
Newton J. McGulre.
Rising Sun.
J. Owen Smith
lies Moines.

W. Y. Morgan
Emporia.
J. L. Todd
Mavsvllle.
Chas K.. Merrill
Auburn.
W. A. Rutherford...
Washington. D. C
Albert c. Hlalsdell..
Lowell.
Fre<l M. Twlss
Hillsdale.
W. A. Mullen
Ma. IWhi.
F. K. F.rnst
St. Joseph.
W. S. Yotaw

Helena.
W. 11. Mc Arthur. ...
Lincoln.
Cyrus II. Little
Manchester.
Abraham L. Sparks
Camden.
W. H. Robertson
Cortland.
Dan s. Gardner
Masslllon.
E. Hofer
Salem.

Horace M. Lowry...
Indiana.
Wn M. P. Bowen. .
Providence.
W. S. Cariienter
[roquols.
\V.

M. Sargent

South Rovalton.
II. Fletcher
Tacoma.
Edward o. Bower...
Parkershurg.
Walter C. W inter...
La I Tosse.
W.

Semoh Vice-Com.

19

1S93-9I.

JUHIOB Vke-Com.

Chas. R. Barker
J. S. Stewart.
KnOxvUle, Tenn.
Annlston. Ala.
W. C. Bill.
J. A. Foster
Ozark.
Paris.
E. W. Kustice
G. P. Penfleld.
Berkelev.
San Francisco.
B. G. Robblns
A. H. Davis.
Colorado springs..
Canon City.
James: B. llowen
G. M. crossman.
Wlnsted.
Putnam.
A. B.Garrett.
P. A. Durant
M urphysboro.
Aurora.
Geo. W. Krietenstein.
Geo. P. C. Newman..
Hammond.
Terre Haute.
Will H. Jenkins
Wm. S. Stewart.
Sac City.
Marshalltown.
Chas. A. cahran
J. J. Miller.
Vermillion.
Santa IV.
N. W. Evans
L. C. Neflf.
Augusta.
Louisville.
Reynolds
J. I).
L. L. Cooper.
Augusta.
Watervllle.
Jos. T. White
Charles Trusty.
Huston.
Centrevllle.
Jas D. Sevmour
chas. F. Cook.
Whately.
Whitman.
Geo. E. Cogshall
E R. Henderson.
Grand Rapids.
Had ley.
Geo. F. Whllcomb..
W. G. Young.
Alexandria.
Montrose.
W. G. Schwab
J. N. Hutchinson.
Ironton.
St. Louis.
\V. F. Tanhauser
F. M. Hughes.
Great Falls.
Great Falls.
.1. F. Zelllinger
C. E. Elsely.
David City.
Norfolk.
Daniel II. McLlnn . .
Walter II. Wllley.
Plymouth.
Somerswort h.*
Theodore E. Jones. . Jas. E. Plerson.
Orange.
Hopewell.
Lewis J. Macv
Berkley Simpson.
Pulaski.
Newtleld.
I .1. J. Horen.
Don C. Cable
Nelsonvllle.
Xenla.
D. M. Dwire
Leon W. Briggs.
Silverton.
Heppner.
S. S. Horn
\V. E. Cahoon.
Easton.
Scranton.
James Warren. Jr.
Reutien II. Dexter.
Pawt ticket.
Providence.
John Dlckerson.
C. G. La Blond
Chamberlain.
Groton.
C. F. Rich
E. M. Kellogg.
Mlddlebury.
West Rutland.
.1. J. Howser
A. T. Bedell.
Toledo.
Walla Walla.
J. K. Gano
R. L. Fleming.
Huntington.
Fairmont
Joseph L. Moore.
11.H. Wood
West Superior.
Kewaunee.
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Table No.

0—

Roster or Division

Adjutants and Quartermasters.

yi/ARTERMASTEK.

Division.
Alabama and Tennessee.
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut

Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode island
South Dakota
Vermont
Washington
West

Virginia

Wisconsin

1893 IH.

M. Hoover
Harrlman. Tenn.
T. Schuster
Huntington.
'
A. Medlar
Los Angeles.
C. K. Patterson
La .lunta.
A. L. Southmavd
Mlddletown.
Ilarrv T. Moore
Chicago. 78 Fifth Ave.
Samuel S. Mullen
Rising Sun.
James D. Row en
Des Moines.

H. \V. Huffman
Lmporla.
W. R. Rudy
Maysvllfe.
John C. lllake
Auburn.
Thomas H. Means
Washington. D. C.
Fred E. ltolton
Boston. Fanuel Hall.
W. H. Green
Hillsdale.
F. C. Gleason
Madella.
E. M. Hanson
St. Joseph.
George O. Freeman
Helena.
H. T. llowen
Lincoln.
John N. Kendall
Manchester.
Fred (). Thatcher
Camden.
L. M. Alexander
Cortland.
W. H. Martin
Masslllon.
R. 11. Leabe
Salem.

II. H. Hammer
Reading.
James Franklin
Providence.
M. M. Wheeler
Iroquois.
W. W. Rogers
South Royalton.
J. A. Pleasants
Tacoma.
W. W. Dent
Parkersburg.
W. A. Hacon
La Crosse.

Roy A . Hobbs.
Harrlman. Tenn.
J. E. Finney.
Huntington.
C. S. Traphagen.
Los Angeles.
O. W. Miller.
La Junta.
Anthonv Dixon.
Mlddletown.
James I. Lyons.
Chicago. 78 Fifth Ave.
R. s. Thompson.
Rising Sun.
Walter A. Hunt.
Des Moines.

Carl E. Knox.
Km|>oria.

W. C. Wills.
Maysvllle.
Frank L. Heals.
Auburn.
M. V. llrown.
Washington. I), c.
s. A. Pickering.
Lowell.
S. II. Marble.
Hillsdale.
F. L. Mullen.
Madelia.
W. A. Brown.
St. Joseph.
I'. S. llutler.
Helena.

J.

C. Seacrest.

Lincoln.
Frank II. Challls.
Manchester.
V. 1). Renwlck, Sr.

( amden.
C. 11. Fenner.

Cortland.

11. W. Klsass.

Masslllon.

S. E. Howard.
Salem.

C. E. Dli'fenderfer.
Reading.
C. 11. Greene.

Providence.

C. T. Llddle.

Iroquolr.
Joseph E. Kldredge.
south Rovalton.
F.. J. Wright.
Tacoma.
Edwin D. Hazen.
Parkersburg.
W. A. Hacon.
La Crosse.
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Table No.

7— Times and

Places of Holding Division

51

Encampments. 1893.

Time.

July

5 to 7.

February 9.

July
Julv
July

7.

6

7

fi.

1 to 0.
B and
20 to 22.
February 24.
June and 8.
June 14 and 15.
June 14 and 15.
June 14 and 15.
June and
June 13and 14.
June 'JO to 22.
May 10 and 11.
June 14.
June and 7.
February 16.
June 20 to 23.
June 20 to 22.
May and 3.
June to 8.
February 14.
June to
June 8.
June 14 ami 15.
April 27.
June 21 and 22.
(5

8.

Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Dakota
A'ermont
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin

Pasadena

Colorado Springs.
Rockvllle
BeMdera
Terre Haute
Council Hluffs
Pittsburg
Maysville
Augusta
Wilmington. Del.
New Bedford
Lapeer
Alexandria
Kansas City
Great Kails
West Point
Nashua
Trenton
Clayton
Columbus
Oregon City
Honesdale
Pawtucket
( 'humlierlaln
Hrattleboro
North Yakima
Grafton
Ashland

May 3 and 4.
Mav 29 and 30.
March 20 to 23.

o 2

Illinois

Greenville. Term . .
Fort Smith

6

Alabama and Tennessee
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
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Table No. 8— List of Charter Arpm ations Approved,
Past Year.

28
29
127
31
32
187

Indiana

34
35
36
37
A t wood
38
Princeton
39
Freelandvllle
32
( llarksburg
34
Linden
23
Hi
Silver Lake
4
Moore's Hill
ft llvincni
1.1 Mar-hall
18 Kew*anna
Ml"
Sharpsvllle
Monroe City
96

nil

9
11
in
15

286
■JI

Iowa

Arthur

Stockton
Karlna
Piper City
Cordova
WllUamsvllle
Victoria
Oilman
W ood hull

100
280
281
282
2 If
139
1
88
193
26
283
78
1I I

>l

71

Parkersburg
Sugar Branch
Nulls Mills
Red Key
Mt. Vernon
Klnora
Mart/.

Anderson
Galveston
Wolcott
Jasper.
Kddora
Rose Mill
I'nton
Relnbeck
»"arson
I)e Witt

Fori Madison
Oelwcln
ltedronl
Weldon

t 'resco
Mason

city

Keokuk
lioldfleld

I)e Soto
t iarion

Apr. II.
Apr. 17.
.Ian. 31.
.Ian.

ill

Feb. 6.
Feb. 27.
Apr. 11.
Apr. 21.
Mav

9.

May ».
Mav 29.

Of
- Aim. 20. 92
Aug. 22. 92.

Oct. 22. 92
Oct. 22. 92

Dec.

Mar.
Oct.

6. 93
7.92

June

16. 93

Aug.
Oct.
May
Mav
Dec.
Dec.

Mar.
Mar.
Apr.
Apr.
Mav
Mav

June

14.92.
6.92
1,92.
1,93.
6.93.
31. 92.
29. 92.
21. 93.
4. 93.
13. 93
29. 93
30.93
20. 93
28. 93.

Sept. 26.
.bin. III.
■Inlv ii.
July 20.
July 23,
Sept. 3.
Sept. 3.
Nov. 4.
Nov. 25,
Dec. 26.
Feb. 13.
Feb. 13.
Feb. 25.
Mar. 21.
Mar. 27.
Apr. 21.
Apr. 25.
Mav
4.
May 22.
June 17.
June 8.
June 8.

Oct.
Feb.
Oct.
Aug.

A in;. 27.
Sept. IS,
Nov. 12.
Dec.
.lull. .V
Jan. 28.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar. 20.
Mar. 2u.
Apr. --'I.
Apr. 28,
3.
May
Mav
Mav «.
June 14.
June 29,
Julv 14.
Julv 21.
Julv 2ft.
Julv 30,
Oct. II.
let. 26
Nov. 17.
Dec. 19.
Jan. 36,
Mar. H.
Apr. 11.
Mav
Mav
«.
Ma\
Mav 1ft.
Julv 3.

Sept. 16. 92
Oct. 12.92.
Dec. 10. 92.
Dec. 17. 92.
Feb. 14. 93.

June II.

6.92.

2. 93.

7.92.
9.92.

Sept. 23. 92.
Sept. 20. 92
Oct. 18.92.
Dec.
f2.
Jan. 7.93.
7,

4
5
12
13
17
20

18.
27.
Oct. 31.
Apr. 11.
.lull il

ft.

Illinois

If

July
Julv

1. 1. 1.

Connecticut

IT
48
HI
17
9
12
1
1-

Julv II.

4,

California
Colorado

Smedvllle
Butler
HuntuvlUe
Cnlon X Roads
Sulphur Rock
Limestone Valley..
Dublin. Texas
.ludsonla
Los Angeles
Woodland
Canon city
Ft. Collins
Lead v I lie
New Windsor
Tucson. Arizona. . .
Loveland
Rocky Hon!
Norwich
N. Urosvenordale . .
Paxton
New Palestine
Itirds
Kntleid
Ilild.-.go
Rock wood
Fernwood

I.

Arkansas

n
13
15
16
■Jl
1
1

i

Alabama and Tenn .

Issued, Dcriso the

z t
w—

Location.
B

!'

Division.

and Charters

Jan.

4.93.

Mar. 18. 93.

Mar. 9. 93.
Mar. 27. 93.
Apr. 29. 93.
Mar. 31. 93
Mav 24. !«.

Mav 23. 93.
Mat

I-'. 93

July

7.93.
2ft. 92.

Julie
Dec.

5.92.

Mar. 14. 93.
Mar. 11. 93
Mar. 18. 93.
Apr. 12. 93
Mar. 28. 93.
May 4.93.
Mav 26. 93
Mav 24. 93.
'.i. i'H
Mat
Jurie23. 93
Julv 12. 93.
Julv 29. 92.
Aug. 2.92.
Aug. 23.92.
Sept. 12. 92.
Oct. 31.92.
Nov. 11. 92.
Nov. 23.92.
Dec. 31.92.
Feb.
93.
Mar. 14. 93.

Oct. 13.92

Mav 24. 93

Jan.

31. 93
Mar. 1ft. 93
Apr. 3.93
Mar. 2ft. 93
Mav 5.93
Mav 6. 93
June 6. 93
Mav 29. 93
JlllV 4.93
Oct. 19, 92
Feb. 11.93
Oct. 26. 92
Aug. 29. 92
Nov. 4.92
Oct. 20.92
Dec. ft. 92
Dec. 10. 92
,I-n. 19. 93
Jan. 17. 93
Mar. 22. 93
Mar. 24. 93
Apr. 25. 93
Mav 2. 93
Mav 16. 93
June 1.93
June 7.93
May 22. t«

Julv

Dec. 20. 92

Oct. 22. 92
Oct. 22.92

Jan.

6. 93
Dec. 22. !«
Feb. 2u.

Apr. 22. 93
Mar. 23. 93
Mar. 22. 93
Mav 1ft. 93
Apr. 1.93
May 9.93
Mav 31. 93

Mav 27. 93
Mav 15. 93

Julie
Julv
All'.'.

Aug.
Aug.
Dec.

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

Jan.

Feb.
Mar.
Mav

Apr. 27. 93.
Mav 19. 93.
Mav 20. 93.

June
June

Mav

Julv

18. 93.

29. 93

Nov. 17. 92

3.93.

9,

52

May

July

28. 93
20. 93
27. 92
27.92
27. 92
30. 92
14. 92
14. 92
28. 92
17.93
17. 93
27. 93
20. 93
6. 93
4. 93
3. 93
27.93
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and Charters IssrEi). During the

_i
8 =

1

Quenemo

Lyndon
Ottawa
Chetopa
MumWdvllle
Olive Hill
Louisville
Lexington
Holts Fork
Augusta
Louisville
Ptttsfleld
Norway
Farmlngton
Kastvllle. Va
Centrevllle
Haltimore
Cumberland
Henderson. N. C.
Anacosta. I). C. . .
Washington, D. C
North Kast
Roanoke. Va
Mappsvllle. Va. . .
Tyaskin
Cummtngton
Hoston
Greenfield
W. Hoylston
ltyron Center
Hurnips Corners.

Flint

Cass City

Hopkins Station.
Laingsburg
Lake city
II
Grand Rapids
IB
Detroit
•>> Perham
St. Louis Hark. . .
85
Hurtram
Winona
II
15

t

I"

"
"

'•

"

"

7.93..

10.93..
18.93..
20,93..
20.93..
20.93

30.93.

Mar. 15. 93..
■• 15.93..
•'
22.93..
" 31.93..
" 31.93..
Apr. 13.93..
June 17. 93. .
•' 17.93..
" 19.93..

"

July

28.93.

15.93..
•• 26. 93..

" 29.93.
AUK. 11. 93..

•
31.92..
Sept. 14.92..
•■ 24.92..

Nov. 10. 92..
Dec. 5.92..
Apr. 4.93..
" 25.93..
Oct. 4.92..
"
4.92..
May 13. 93..

June
Sept.

8. 92..
92 ..

"

17,«..

Oct. 17. 92..
••

17.92.

5.92..
" 26. 92
Mar. 11. 98.
Dec.

•• 28, 93

Mav 2. 93
" 29. 93

July

16. 92
12. 93
Mar. 20. 93
Mav 20. 93
June 23. 92..
July 21. 92 ..
AUK. 9. 92
Nov. 29. 92
Mar. 6. 93
•■ 28. 93
.

Jan.

Mav
••

6.93.

22.93.

June 1.93..
Sept. 12.92..

Jan.

2.93..

24.93..

Feb.

9. 93 .

15
IB
17
15
29
23
15
15
27
41
21
28
IS
28
115
21
28
18

ale of
Chart

a
Mav
June
Aug.
Jan.
Mar.
Mav

31.93..

20. 93..
19. 93 .

6.92..
9,93..

30. 93..
2B. 93..
July 31. 92 .
Aug. 18. 92..
" 25,92..
Dec. 11. 92. .
Mar. 8,93..
Apr.
93..
Mav 13. 93.
June 2.93.
June 3. 93..
Aug. IB. 92..
Dec. 19. 92 ..
Feb. 11. 93..

Mar. 2.93..

31. 93

Oct. 20.93
Aug. 28. 9-2

'■
IB
21
Oct.
33
Sep.
>>•>Oct.
33
Dee.
23
Dec.
18 Jan.
56
17 Feb.
22 Jan.
28
Feb.
16 Jan.
19 Feb.
•
17
"
16
••
■;ii

IB

July

3.

•

IB
IB
16
IB
30
19
17
15
IS

28. 92
7.92
IB, 92
22. 92
1.92
27. 92
30. 9.1
4.93
93
SO. 93
6.93
27. 93
18. 93
10. 93
18. 93
20,93
" 20.93
" SH).93
" 20.93
May 12.93
"
93
" 12, 93
" 12. 93
" 12.93
July 31, 93
B.

Greeley
Lamar
Kills
CoffevvUle
Hunker Hill
Cairo
Hrownell
Topeka
Scattsvllle
Cedarville
Benton
Hamilton

-

3.93..
4.93..

11.93..
13.93..
14.93..
27.93..

July

31. 93

is' Aug. "7.

27
126
16
15
18
IB
IS
Hi
19
■:i
18
31
31
18
29
18
15
22
IB
19
is
24
15
IB
15
15
20
26
15
15
25
32
21
21
18
27
23
IB
IS
32
15

93
■■ 4. 93
July 29. 93
Aug. 11.93
Oct. 7.92
Nov. 23. 93
Dec. 3.93
Jan. 4. 93
Dec. 22. 92
Apr. 17. 93
June 8.93
93
Oct.
'•
4.93
July 31. 93
Nov. 19. 92
Dec. IB. 92
Nov. 19. 92
Jan. 30. 93
Dec. 9.92
•
31.92
Mar. IB. 93
Mar. 23. 93
Apr. 7.93
Mav 29. 93
June 30. 93
Aug. 22, 92
Mar. 27. 93
Apr. 3. 93
98
June
7. 92
Sep.
•• 16. 92
Oct. 1.92
Dec. 20. 92
Apr. 10. 93
" 11,98
June 28. 93
June 6. 93
" 6.93
Sep. 13.92
Jan.
93
Feb. 22, 93
Mar. 9,93
4,

Wamego

"
"
"
Feb.

IB. 92..

15

3.

Russell
Reattle
Whitewater
Cherry vale
Donbass
IMalnvflle
Cedar Vale

■•
'•

.
. .

.Manhattan

Dec.

Jan.

3,

■

,

a

15 June 19, 93..
Oct. 14, 92..
27
Aug. 5.92..
20
111
17.92..
"
8,92..
2"
92..
33 Sept.
18 Oct. 18.92..
Nov. 4.92..
27
Dec. 22. 92..
23
17 Jan. 21.93..
Dec. 16.92.
57
■-•1 Jan. 28, 93..
- 25.93..
15
" 21.93..
22
" 23.93..
17
Feb. 14.93..
25
" 4.93..
20
" 14,98..
28
•' 15.93..
20
" 18.93..
IB
15.93..
18
•■
17.93..
17
Apr. 7.93..
24
Mar. 18. 93..
20
111 Apr. 8.93..
21.93..
15
" 15.93 .
17
" 25.93..
17
IB
June 29. 93..
IS
IB
IB
July 27.'93!.
22
•• 31.93..
25
I2B June 20. «t..
18 Aug. 5.93..
15 Sept. 17.92..
Oct. 2B. 92..
'• 11.92..
16
19 Dec. 29.92..
" 18.92..
17
15 Apr. 13. 93..
18 Mav 12.93..
18 July 30.92..
19 Sept. 22. 92..
18 Mav 25. 93.
15 June 13.92..
Dec. 12.92.
IB
21 Oct. 28,92..
Dec. 15.92..
22
Nov. 25. 92..
27
15 Dec. 21.92..
Feb. 1.93..
27
17 Mar. 17, 93..
••
•»

2,

II

Oct. 8.92..
" 29.92..

.

107
85
12

,

.

1
12
18
14
17
18
58

Grove City
El Dorado

31. 93..
16.92..
•'
28.92..
24.
92..
All*.
" 24.92..
••
30. 92..

7.

n

lis
ri
79
si
98
110
'.•1
87
100
102
KM!
105
107
121
125
120
116
118
ft
1
21
n
8
It
7
IS
9
8
11
4
7
5

Syracuse
A rkansast'lly
Haola

July

"■

7.

a

s.

■

47
is
78
48
50
89
53
.">!
101
73
58
59
OS
103
65

liattle Creek
Richland
NlckerooD
Wilder
Lawrence
Wichita

wi
ci

=

Location.

-i
■

ill

>
«- o
=.
V Qk

•

e i
—-

Applications Approved,
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Approved, and Charters

i—

Oregon.

I

la
*- s

as:

~7t
lied wood

Younggrllle
I'tlca
Powell
Sullivan
Itatavla
Hlgglnsport
Sardinia
Nori
'olumbus. .
Port 'Union
Sand Fork
St. llernard
st. Mans

Will-hire

Haystvllle
siryker
Kugene

oltage irove
Grande

La

93.

Aug 13. 92.

92.
92.
20, 92 .
7. 2.

5.
7.

5.

Mav

1«, 93.

July

21, 93.

29.
29.
Mav 30.
July 23.
Nov. 12.
Mar. 24,
June 20,
July 11.
Oct.
Nov. 25.
Dec IS.
Jan. 2.

Julv

Feb.

17.
17,

Mar. 18, 93.

Mar. 2.

Apr. 25. 93.
Mar. J8. 93.

8,

8.

••

■• 23.
" 23,

Apr. 17.

Julv

12.

Aug. 2.
Oct. 3.
Apr. 17.

3.

Dec. 12.
" 14.
Jan. 9.
Feb. 10.
Mar.
Apr. 24.
Sept. 2.
Oct. 3.
" 17.

Nov.

Feb. 23.
7.
Mar.
•■ 11.
Apr. 13.
■•
2(1.
3.
Mav
June 40,
Mav
9.
Julv 18.
Sepl. 13.
Nov.
Dec. 12.
•' 19.

Feb.
Mar.

17.

Apr. 28.
Mav

June
July
June
Julv
Aug.

2.
4.
8.
22.
23,
27.

5.

21. 93.
Sept. 24. 92.
Nov. SB. 92.
1,92.
Dec.
••
31.92.
93.
Jan.
■•
21. 93.

••

30. MS.

Apr. 22. 93

Mar. 27, 93.
Apr. 29. 9).
June 24. 93.

Oct."l7. 92
Apr. 28. 93.
Nov. 17, 92.

Dec. 17. 92.
" 14. 9».
Feb. 15. 93.
Mar.
93.
9'i
Mav
Aug. 10, 92.
" 29.92.
" 25. 92
Nov. is. 92
Mar. 23, 93.
•■
18. 93.
Apr. 6,93.
•■
15. 93.
Slav
93.
•• 19,
93.
Aug. 23. 92.
May 14.9.'.
Aug. 9. 92.
Sept. 23 92.
Nov. 22, 92.
Dec. 27. 92.
Jan. Mi 93
Feb.
93.
■\ 27. 93.
Mar. 15. 93.
Mav 12. 93.
93.
" 19.
11,93.
fl. 4.

5,

"

Anu-. 12, 92

Oct. 7,92.
Nov. 25. 92.
Apr. 12. 93.

8,

Frankllnvllle

Maine
Middletown

May

S,

May

Sherman
Russell
Shortsvllle
I'nlon
Dover Plains
Clifton Springs...

Mar. 25. 93.

••

«.

Cape

"

1.

Ohio.

:<n
33
37
38
2li
12
41
43
411
42
51
52
53
285
5S
3rtrt
234
H2
S3

'oneord

claremont
Kiemington
Hloomlngdale
Hahway
Deckeftown
Riverside

July

3.

(

II

112
1-V,
24
•it)

New York.

4
32
35
34
37
17
1I

( h
(

New Jersey

llunllev

Curtis
Champion
vnisonville
Arlington
Gordon
Bradshaw
Lexington
Ravenna
Waverly
Hay Springs

Mar. 22.
Mav
July 2».
Apr. 27.
July 9.
25.
" 25.
29.
Sept. 29.
Mar. 31.
Mav 22.
•• 29.
June 3,

2.

New Union
.
Gallatin
Clarksvllle
Farmington
280
1 Springiick!
■j olean
St. Louis
T
fit Lutesville
llland
3
■1 St. Louis
112 l'erryville
Indian Cirove
5
12 Cireal Falls
Salt Lake City
3
Miles City
4
1 l"rovo City, I'tah.
City. Idaho.
Holse
1
Kenesaw
24
Halghler
a
in
Ilellwood
11 Raymond
i;,
Long Pine
17 Sidney

18
4
28
20
i no
:ti

*7

1.

Luverne

'tty

Japlin

18
:J1
23
127

New Hampshire

(

Garden

(

Nebraska

Stewart

l

Montana

Location.

■

Minnesota
Missouri

tj

... c.

Division.

the

Issued. Dtrinu

-

July

18. 92.
Sept. 24. 98.
3,92.

-

»4
16

Mar. 29. 93
May

20. 93
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TABLE No. 8— List of Charter Applications Approved, and Charters Issued. During the
Past Year — Concluded.

SB
Division.

t

*-

Location.

57
E
—

::

=

'A

Oregon

Ashland
Hummer
Willlamsport
Ravs Hill
West Philadelphia.
Tidlonte
Wllklnsburg
Philadelphia
Luthers Mills
Milton
Philadelphia
Spruce Creek
Mountalndale
Mversdale
Delta
llaumelstown
Mount .loy
Riverside
Chamberlin
Armour
Woonsocket
Huron
Iroquois
Hermosa
Devils Lake
Ashton
Wesslngton
Fargo. S'. D
Frederick

■Pennsylvania.

Rhode Island.
South Dakota.

Vermont.

Washington .

West

Virginia.

Wisconsin.

IS

18
5
3
11
3
s

A\

38
1
o
3
4
5
6
13
11
8

Harre

Wesion
Wllltamstown
Island Pond
Reedsboro
Crescent
Shelton..
Sherman
llaller City
Oakesdale
Jackson C. H
shlnnston
Wick
smlthville
Lockharts
Queens

Amerv
ML lloreb
Friendship

Kllboiirn

Woodstock
Kureka

Table TXo. 9— List op Furniture
Belonging
Chief and Adjutant General.
2
1
1
1
1
9
1
1
2
1

Cabinet Desks.
Typewriter Cabinet.
Letter File Cabinet and Rase.
Document File Cabinet and Base.
Large Desk.
Chairs.
Table.
Hook

Case.

Carpets.
Case Kmbroldered Division Cap Marks.

Aug. 26. 92.
Apr. 4, 93.

July
..
Dec.

Feb.
Apr.
Mav

July
June
Julv

Seia.
.Ian.
Mar.
Apr.
Mav
Ma\

July
Jan.

Mar.

Apr.

July
Dec.

Jan.
Mar.

Apr.

July

Aug.

Oct.

July

Aug.
Dec.

.Tan.

Feb.

11. 92.
11. '.>■.'
16. M.
5, 92.
24. 92.
6, 93.
14.93.
4. 93.
8. 93.
12. 93.
23. 93.
7 93.
20. 93.
31, 93.
6, 93.
28. 93.
16. 92.
12.92.
W, 93
3. 93.
4. 93
10. 93.
5. 93.
20. 93.
8. 93.
18. 93.
26. 93.
2. 93.
13. 93.
3. 93
22. 93.
18, 92.
12. 92.
17. 91.
24. 93.
24. 93.
18. 92.
23. 92.
22. 92.
4. 92.
8, 91.
12. 93.
10. 92.
10. 92
2. 9 1
9. 93.
17. 93.

Sept. IS, 92.
Apr. 29, 93.
Aug. 2. 92.
Oct. 6, 92.
Aug. 1. 82
Dec. 13, 92 .
Jan. 11, 93.
Mar.
US.
May- 8,93.
18, 93.
" 17, 93.
" 20, 93.
June 19, !i3
July 18, 93.

July

IS
18
17
20
28
20
2S
20
17
33
18
IS
19
24

7, 93.

Aug. 6, 92
Oct.

1,92.
3, 93.
29, 93.
28, 93.
Apr. 1,98.
May 6, 93.
" 20, 93.
•'
27, 93.

IS
2S
18
25
16
18
is
16

Apr. 6, 93.
Mar. lrt, 93.
Apr. 8, 93.

16
17
18
21
15
18
18
pi
P'17

Jan.
Mar.
"

•

June

Julv

Oct.
Jan.
Mar.

"
"

Aug.
Sept.

Oct.

Apr.

19. 93.
IS, 93.
31, 92.
17. 92.
28. 93.
11. 93.
17. 93.
21,92.
17.92.
17.92.
31, 92.

8.93.
Dec. 22. 93.
93
Jan.
" 27.
28. 93.
Mar. 10. 93.
May 13 93.

to the Department

i;

15
15
15
IB
17
15
21
23
17

of the Commander-in-

4 Portrtralts

Commanders-in-Chief
Abbott. Webb and Hall).
4 Fmblematic Shields.
1 stand Commanderv Colors.
2
1
1
1
1

Seals.

Letter Press.
Kdlson Mimeograph,
Blotter Hath.
Letter Scale.

(Griffin,
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GENERAL ORDERS.
General Orders No. S.
Hillsdale. Mich., Aug. 30, 1892.
Having been at the Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in1.
Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., at Helena. Mont.. August 8 to 12, inclusive,
1892. duly elected and installed Commander-in-Chief for the ensuing vear. I
hereby assume command and establish headquarters at No. »>Waldron block,

Hillsdale. Mich.
2.
At the Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief the fol
lowing officers for the ensuing year were duly elected and installed, and will
be honored and obeyed accordingly:
Commander-in-Chief. Marvin E. Hall, Hillsdale. Mich.
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, George W. Pollitt, Paterson, X. J.
Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, John R. Miller. Helena. Mont.
Council-in-Chief. John V. B. Clarkson, New York City; H. W. AVessells,
Litchfield, Conn; Clayton H. Kochersperger, No. 1734 Seventh Street. Philadel
phia. Pa.
/
Quartermaster General, Rudolph Loebenstein, 84 LaSalle Street. Room 7,
Oxford Building, Chicago, 111.
3.
The following officers of the Commandery-in-Chief have been appoint
ed for the ensuing year, and will be honored and obeyed accordingly:
Adjutant General, Elias P. Lyon, Xo. li Waldron Block, Hillsdale. Mich.
Inspector General, Henry Frazee, Cleveland. Ohio.
Judge Advocate General. W. Scott Beebe, Portland, Oregon.
Surgeon General, Reynold W. Wilcox, M. 1)., Manhattan Club. New York
City.
Chaplain-in-Chief, Rev. Charles McColley, Winnebago City, Minn.
4.
To secure promptness in the transaction of all official business the
following rules will be carefully observed: All communications for the Commander-in-Chjef or Adjutant General will be addressed to Xo. ti Waldron
Block. Hillsdale, Mich. All reports will be addressed to Elias P. Lyon, Ad
jutant General. All drafts or money orders remitted for charter fees or per
capita tax will be made payable to Marvin E. Hall. Commander-in-Chief. All
requisitions for supplies and correspondence relating thereto will be addressed
to Rudolph Loebenstein,
Quartermaster General, 84 LaSalle Street, Chi
cago,

111.

Requisitions for supplies will not

be honored by the Quartermaster Gen
unless full payment accompanies same. Make remittance for supplies
only by postoffice or express money order, registered letter, or drafts on Chi
cago or Xew York, payable to Rudolph Loebenstein,
Quartermaster General.
Personal checks will not be accepted.
5.
W. S. Yotaw. Helena, Mont., having been legally elected and installed
Division Commander
of th? Division of Montana,* will be respected and
obeyed accordingly.
The trial Ritual was disapproved, and the present (old) Ritual remains
the official Ritual. A prize of S300 ($100 each degree) was voted for an ac
ceptable three-degree Ritual.
Brothers desiring to compete for this prize will
prepare Rituals of three degrees, illustrating the three tenets of our Order
— Friendship. Charity, Loyalty— and submit the same for consideration of the
Council-in-Chief prior to the Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Commandery-inChief.
The organization known as the
V. Guards was made permanent, the
Commandant to be commissioned for three years, and the Advisory Board re
duced to three members, whose commissions shall run for three years after the
termination of the commissions of the appointments made "herein, whose
commissions shall run for three, two and one years, respectively.
In accor
dance with the above, the following appointments are announced, and said
officers will be respected and obeyed accordingly:
Commandant. George II. Hurlbut, Belvidere. 111.
Advisory Hoard, three years, II. S. Foster. Burlington. Vt.; two years, H.
B. Baguley, Wheeling. AVest" Ya.; one year, M. 1). Friedman, Birmingham. Ala.
The Commander-in-Chief urges all armed Camps to take immediate steps
to organize
company of Guards, thus securing the best military advantages
a

7.

S.

t>.

era!
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possible within our Order.
will be addressed to Colonel

All communications

George H. Hurlbut,
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relative to such organizations
Commandant S. V. Guards,

a

a

a

2.

1.

a

is

St.

Belvidere, 111.
By vote of the Eleventh Annual Meeting. Camp officers will hereafter
8.
be designated by the old titles, as Captain, First Lieutenant and Second Lieu
tenant.
All other officers will retain the titles as provided by the Constitution
adopted at Minneapolis.
The uniform and insignia of rank remain as described in Arts. XIII.
and XIV. of Rules and Regulations.
10.
Cincinnati. Ohio, was selected as the place for holding the Twelfth
Annual Meeting of the Commanderv-in-Chief, the date thereof to be desig
central, let the attendance be large.
nated by the Council-in-Chief. The place
three-degree Ritual,
Resolutions relative to an insurance feature,
11.
and other important matters, were adopted by the Eleventh Annual Meeting,
but until the published proceedings of that meeting are received no further
appointments will be made. The officers of the last administration have in
charge such publication, and Fast Adjutant General Tobias advises these
headquarters that copies will be ready for distribution about October
of Rules and Regulations, should
12.
It was ordered that Art. II.. Sec.
limit the time allowed Division Adjutants to submit their consolidated re
ports to thirty days instead of sixty days. This rule will be strictly enforced
Our constitutional regulations as to re
for and after the current quarter.
turns and reports are reasonable, and will be rigidly adhered to. Long exper
Captain of Camp, but Col
ience by your Commander-in-Chief, not only as
Division, enables him to see the evil results of laxity, and he insists
onel of
that practical business methods shall be used, and reports and tax promptly
forwarded. Brothers, as promptness and accuracy are within your power,
will you not make compliance with the above rule your pleasant duty? It
was voted that all Divisions delinquent for quarter ending June 30 must have
correct reports, with tax in full, in hands of Adjutant General Lyon on or be
fore September

15,

or suffer suspension.

Xext General Order will give in detail all changes made in Constitu
tion. Rules and Regulations by the Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Com
mandery-in-Chief.
The bond of the Commander-in-Chief has been executed and forward
14.
ed to the Council-in-Chief, and the Commander-in-Chief has in his posession,
duly executed, the bonds of the Adjutant General and Quartermaster General.
being deeply agitated by the ferment of poli
15.
Now that our country
tics,
well that every brother carefully read and consider Art. 13, page 20,
of Camp Constitution. We must absolutely prohibit the mentioning of politi
cal questions in the Camp room, and as an organization must not participate
As individuals, let us fully
in any manner in any political demonstration.
exercise our rights of sovereignty; as members of the Order of Sons of Veter
ans, let us hold our Order as sacred as our homes, free from all political friction
is

it

is

13.

or bitterness.

Xo.

is

it

a

16.
The National Encampment of the G. A. R. will be held in Washing
ton, I). C, September 20-24. As this will doubtless be the greatest reunion of
free and undivided coun
the men who fought the battles which gave us
try since 18(55.
hoped and expected that thousands of the members of
our Order will attend. All armed Camps or brothers, as well as uniformed
but unarmed, can render efficient assistance at that notable gathering of our
sires, and will at the earliest possible moment report for assignment to quar
ters and duty to E. R. Campbell, chairman Sons of Veterans Committee, at
the " White Lot," adjacent to the White House, or by letter to F. O. box

693.

At the request of the Commander of the Division of South Dakota,
as declared the charters of
so much of paragraph
General Order Xo.
hereby annulled, and the
Camps Xos. 15 and 25 of said Division forfeited,
charters of said Camps left in full force and effect.
realize fully the
In accepting the duties of Commander-in-Chief
18.
heavy responsibility of the office, but the success of my administration de
now so
)ur Order
pends largely upon the individual members of our Order.
established in the several states, that an extension of our lines into new ter
not single Division or Camp now or
ritory
practically barred, but there
a

is

is

is

(

I

is

(i.

(5,

17.
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ganized that may not largely incr?ase its efficiency and membership by earn
est, consistent
work by each member now upon our rolls. With each "of you.
as with your officers, rests the responsibility, and to you as to them must be
given the credit when the year's success shall be recorded.
Your Commanderin-Chief will be found constantly in the field, and looks to every member of
of the Order for unreserved, enthusiastic support and personal effort.
By command of Marvin E.
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Elias P. Lyon, Adjutant General.

Hall,

General Orders No.

9.

Hillsdale. Mich.,

Oct.

1, 1892.

Brothers desiring to submit three-degree Rituals for consideration by
the next National Encampment will carefully comply with the following reso
lution, which was adopted at the Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief :
"That a prize of three hundred (300) dollars be offered by this Encamp
ment to the brother of the Order who shall prepare and submit to the Couneilin-Chief, at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting of the Twelfth (12th)
Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, the best three-degree
Ritual, founded upon the three cardinal principles of the Order— Friendship,
Charity, and Loyalty— embodying the prayers and obligations verbatim; and
the installation andmemorial ceremonies "without material alteration, as the
same now exist in the present Ritual.
"The members of the. Council-in-Chief to be the judges and determine
upon the merits of the various Rituals submitted, and that the said Council-inChief be required to report the Ritual decided upon by them as the best pre
sented for the consideration and action of the Commandery-in-Chief, the said
prize money of 8300. to be paid if the general plan, ideas and body of such
Kitual so recommended by the Council-in-Chief be adopted by the Command
ery-in-Chief. but not otherwise.
And that the Council-in-Chief bs authorized
to meet at the place to be selected for the Twelfth Annual Encampment, and
not more than four days prior to the time fixed for the opening session thereof,
to consider and prepare a report upon the Rituals presented and proposed, and
that the members of such Council-in-Chief be authorized to separately suggest
therewith any changes, amendments or modifications as may seem desirable
by them, providing the same are not inconsistent with the general plan, ideas
or body of such Ritual.
"Provided, however, that if. in the opinion of the Council-in-Chief, a bet
ter Ritual than any one submitted can be formulated by the selection of one
degree from each of the three Rituals submitted, or two degrees from one of
said Kituals. and a third degree from a second Ritual so submitted, then one
hundred dollars, for each of said degrees aggregating the aforesaid sum of
three hundred dollars, and no more, shall be paid as above provided."
2.
It was voted by the Eleventh Annual Meeting " That a standing com
mittee of three (on Insurance) be appointed by the Commander-in-Chief, to
carefully investigate, formulate a plan, and report at the Twelfth Annual En
Complying therewith the following
campment of the Commandery-in-Chief."
brothers will compose such committee, and enter upon the duty assigned at
once: S. Jay Crumbine, Dodge City, Kans.; A. W. Batchelder,
Salem, Mass.;
W. R. Cooper, Knoxville, Tenn.
It was voted that the committee should serve without expense to the
Commanderv- in-Chief.
3.
The World's Congress, auxiliary of the World's Columbian Exposition,
has made a patriotic suggestion that, at the same time the Exposition grounds
at Chicago are being dedicated on October 21, 181)2. the anniversary of the dis
covery of America, all the people of the United States unite in celebrating the
anniversary, of which celebration the public schools of our Republic shall be
the center; and the President of the United States, having by
everywhere
proclamation recommended the observance of the day by'public demonstra
tion, and by suitable exercises in the schools and other" places of assembly
throughout the land. I recommend that our Order participate to the fullest
possible extent as Camps, where practicable, in patriotic exercises upon that
1.

day.
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4.
At the request of the Commanders of the Divisions of Iowa and South
Dakota, so much of paragraph 6, General Orders No. 4, as declared the charter
of Camp No. 14 of the Division of Iowa, forfeited, and so much of paragraph
(» of General Order No. 6, as declared the charter of Camp No. 34, of the Divis
ion of South Dakota, forfeited, are hereby annulled, and the charters of said
Camps, left in full force and effect.
5. The Ladies' Aid Society may be made as helpful an auxiliary to our Or
der as is the W. R. C. to the G. A. R, thereby aiding us materially in reverent
service to the G. A. R., and
urge Division Commanders to render every pos
sible assistance to the officers of the L. A. S. in extending the growth of that
of or
valuable organization. That no misconstruction may retard the work
ganizing new societies, I quote from the eligibility clause of that Orders Con
stitution as follows: " Membership shall consist of, first, mothers, wives and
sisters of deceased or honorably discharged soldiers, sailors or marines who
served in the Union Army or Navy during the Civil War of 186r-l¥65; sec
ond, female lineal discendents not "less than sixteen years of age, of soldiers,
sailors or marines; third, wives of Sons of Veterans." Complete information
the efficient
relative to formation of societies may be had by addressing
National President, Miss Belle Gray, AY ashington, Iowa.
6.
Since last report through General Orders the following Camps have
surrendered their charters and the same are hereby annulled and their num
bers declared vacant:
Division of New York, Nos. 11, 41, 125, 169, 197; Divis
ion of Ohio, No. 357: Division of Pennsylvania, No. 158; Division of Illinois,
No. 238; Division of Indiana, No. 143.
7.
(Charter applications approved and Charters issued. See Table 8.)

I

Quartermaster General's Department.)
84 LaSalle Street, Room 7,
Chicago,

Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chief,

III.,

Sept.

17, 1892.

V

)

Hillsdale, Mich.:

Dear Sir and Brother- I

have the honor to submit the following re
to the last report of Quartermaster General Clarkson,
supplemental
covering the business of this department up to the beginning of your adminis
port,

tration:

Dr.

Cr.

Cash on hand as per report . . $3,358
Received from :
Florida
S3 00

43

2 00

13

]0.i
4
1
3

36

Rhode

Island

130
.. .

45
04
00
08
40
96
44
33

Paid Postage, Telegrams and
Stationery.
Expenses Inspector General
during the year
Gold Cross for Gen. Tobias. .
Eleventh Annual
Expenses
Encampment
Cash on hand to balance

S2

81

23 05
75 00
2,802 41
754 86

299 70

Total

S3.(i58

13

Total

>5S.fS58 13
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General Account, September

Liabilities.

ASSETS.

Various

Divisions

for

sui>-

plies
Cash in hands of Command-

er-in-Chief

Cash in hands of Quarter
master General Clarkson..
Supplies

Furniture
Total

I

864 49 \
250 00

Various Divisions
Major A. P. Davis
Andersonville l'rison Fund..
Surplus

Total

07

•Profit and Loss. August

1

to September

ment

Total

Annual

898 05

Encamp

44
40
50
73

1.

83.850

07

82,903

27

82.903

27

1892.

Gains.

Losses.

Eleventh

896
938
43
2.781

504 86
2,586 67
454 07
83.860

General Expenses
Office Expenses

1, 1892.

By balance met loss)

2 81 t

2.802 41
82.903

27

Total

8.
It is hoped that Division Commanders will be so prompt in making
reports for quarter ending September 30 that General Orders No. 11 may con
tain the consolidated reports for that quarter.
Energetic work by Division
officers will bring about this very desirable result.
Commander-in-Chief.
By command of Marvin E.
Official: Elias P. Lyon, Adjutant General.

Hall,

Hillsdale, Mich. Nov. 29, 1892.
General Orders Xo. 10.
1.
Division officers will see that Art. VII., Chap. II., Camp Constitution,
is complied with.
2.
General Orders No. 8 announced the change made at Helena Encamp
ment of Sees. 2 and 6, Art. II.. page 49. Rules and Regulations, requiring Divis
ion Adjutants and Quartermasters to make quarterly reports within thirty
instead of sixty days. Written official notice of this change from these head
quarters was also sent Division Commanders, yet these orders have been de
layed for more than two weeks to enable Division Commanders to make the
best showing possible, and leniency has bL'en exercised, because of the change
in the law so recently, and because" of the unsettled conditions caused by the
excitement of the political campaign just closed. The Commander-in-Chief
now confidently expects that the reports for quarter ending December 31 will
be sent within the month of January.
All Division Adjutants will at once provide themselves with new
3.
Form No. 37 for quarterly report, as the old form has one column which pro
duces much confusion and misunderstanding.
4.
Division Commanders will see that their Quartermasters carefully
comply with the rule embodied in Form No. 38, and not close their books for
the quarter without entering the amount of tax paid for the quarter.
5.
Balances in opening new quarterly reports must in each case agree
with the balances (in each column) reported for the preceding quarter.
I>. The following changes in prices on requisition blank are officially an
nounced by the Quartermaster General:
Drill Regulations. 30 cents; Military
Science anjl Tactics. 81.50. and Form No. 6 is increased in price to 40 cents.
7.
The Quartermaster General will not issue a new edition of Consti
tution. Rules and Regulations, owing to the fact that 51.000 copies of last issue
were left on hand, and the only material changes made at the recent Nationa
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Encampment were the ones changing the titles of Camp officers back to those
used prior to the Minneapolis Encampment, viz: Captain. First Lieutenant
and Second Lieutenant, and the change relative to quarterly reports noted in
Sec. 2 of these orders; but inserts will be printed showing these changes, which
will be placed in the Constitutions issued by the Quartermaster General here
after, and may be placed in those now in hands of the brothers throughout the
Order.

St.

8.
Information is at hand from the officers of the last administration that
the proceedings of the Eleventh Annual Encampment will be ready for issue
early in December.
Since last report through General Orders the following Camps have
surrendered their charters, and the same are hereby annulled: Division of

of

a

!

is

8,

i

Pennsylvania, Nos. 44, 50, 85, 279, 292; Division of New Jersey, Nos. 14, 28, 33,
39; Division of Iowa, No. 212; Division of Kansas. No. 25.
10.
(Charter applications approved and charters issued. See Table 8.)
11.
Division officers will carefully note and strictly comply with Sec.
important
General Orders No.
current series. This
The Commander-in-Chief desires to especially commend the Divisions
12.
of Montana, Arkansas, California, Iowa. Kentucky. Maine, New York, Ore
gon and Pennsylvania on the excellent showing made for tht quarter ending
September 30, Montana showing
gain of over 100 per cent. In this connec
tion he desires to urge the officers of such Divisions as show losses to take
fresh courage, incite their commands to increased energy, and prove by results
shown for the quarter ending December 31 that those losses were only appar
ent, not real.

Chicago,

'h

ief,

I

Martin E. Hall, Com ma ndt r-in-(
Dear Sir and Brother-

12, 1892.

Hillsdale, Mich.:

have the honor

fractional quarter ending September

III., Oct.

7,

Quartermaster General's Department.
84 La Salle Street, Pooh
to submit my report for the

30, 1892:

Receipts and Expenditures.
Dr.

Cr.

Hall

Cash received for Charter
Pees
Cash received for Per Cap

$250

Paid for:
Furniture

Supplies, including

shipment

40 00

ita Tax

Cash received for Supplies.

00

227 82
500 00

.

137

25

179

95

174

87

Salaries

100

—

Miscellaneous

Sept.

30.

Supplies

$

7

Cash on hand
1.01

!>175 61

Office Expenses
General Expenses, includ
ing transfer of headquar
ters from New York
General Orders

Traveling Expenses

Total

cost of

88

on hand as per inventory

Total

12 00
11 95
2

*Cash received from General

00
81

223 44
81,017

88

$2, 513 37
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General Account, September

Liabilities.

Assets.
Various Divisions
Furniture
Supplies
Cash in

hands

Clarkson

30, 1892

Various Divisions
Major A. P. Davis
Andersonville Prison Fund.
Surplus

15200 OS
629 (Mi

of General

2.513 37
504

Cash on hand

810 Hi
.

1.343
43

10

50
2.075 25

86

223 44

Total

84.07s

Profit and

Total

01

Loss. September

1

to September

To

Total

30. 1892.

(Jains.

Losses.
supplies
(extra quality
books reduced in price). . .
General Orders
Salaries
Traveling Expenses
Office Exnenses.
General Expenses

84.078 01

Charter Fees
By Per Capita Tax
By Supplies, profit
By balance, net loss

1 By

8118 43
12 00
100 00 I
11 95
179

95

174

87 J

S597 20

Total

852 00
403 40
35

32

10(5 48

S597 20

*The item "Cash on hand to balance. 8754.80," in General Order No. 9.
should have read ''Cash in hands of General Hall and General Clarkson 8754.8(i," as the funds were in their hands.
Official:

By command of Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chief.
Elias P. Lyon, Adjutant General.

General Orders No.

J.

Hillsdale, Mich.. Jan.

7, 1893.

The Journal of Proceedings of theJCleventh Annual Encampment of
1.
Any member of the Or
the Commandery-in-Chief is ready for distribution.
der can obtain a copy of same by sending to the Quartermaster General nine
cents for postage.
Division Commanders can obtain same from Quartermaster General In
stating number desired, and paying freight or express charges on them.
Inserts for present Constitution, Rules and Regulations have been
2.
prepared, giving constitutional changes made at Eleventh Annual Encamp
ment of the Commandery-in-Chief. and may be obtained free of cost by Divis
ion Commanders from the Quartermaster General, and by members through
All of Forms 24 and 25 now on hand
requisition on Division Quartermasters.
are obsolete. New forms are now ready for issuance by the Quartermaster
Circulars of instruction to Assistant Inspectors will be furnished
General.
A copy of this circular of instruction
free and without requisition therefor.
should accompany each set of blanks sent to Assistant Inspectors.
A new form (44). Division Transfer Cards, has been issued, and can be ob
tained of the Quartermaster General.
Price. 40 cents per hundred.
Forms 39 and 33 have been changed from printed to lithographed forms
and price advanced to SI per hundred.
Form 5i has been improved in quality, as orderd by the Eleventh Nation
al Encampment, and price advanced to 40 cents per hundred.
Form 34 has been abolished, being consolidated with Form 22.
—
Communications for the Quartermaster General should not be written on
requisition blanks, but enclosed therewith.
3.
The proceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of W. M.
Lowes, of Camp No. 404, Division of Ohio, who was charged, first, with viola
tion of his obligation given at the time of his muster, in unlawfully appro
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funds of the Camp; second, disobedience of lawful orders: third,
commission of a scandalous crime against the law of the land.
He was found
guilty on each of the three charges.
Also of Edward Spears, of Camp No. lliti. Division of Illinois, who was
charged with embezzlement and conduct unbecoming a son of a veteran, and
priating

found guilty.
Also of John II. Sturgeon, of Camp Xo. 13J. Division of Ohio, who was
charged with embezzelment of Camp funds, and found guilty.
Also of J. A. Wagner, of Camp Xo. 95, Division of Xebraska, who was
charged with embezzelment of Camp funds, and found guilty.
Also of James R. Quintan, of Camp Xo. 75. Division of Ohio, who was
charged with conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to the Order by
the theft of money entrusted to him by another brother for the payment of
dues, and upon this charge found guilty.
Also of Julian C. Smith, of Camp No. 8. Division of Xew York, who was
charged with conduct unbecoming a member in his relation to the Order, and
found guilty.
Also of C. A. Crull, of Camp Xo. 17. Division of Iowa, who was charged,
first, with conduct unbecoming a member in the willful disturbance of the
harmony of the meeting of said Camp Xo. 17. and, second, with disobedience
of orders of the Camp Commander, and found guilty of both charges.
In each of the above cases the sentence was "dishonorable discharge."
and the proceedings, findings and sentences were in each case approved, and
the respective Division Cammanders instructed to have the sentences carried
into effect.
The proceedings, findings and sentence in the court-martial of Brother W.
O. Shattuck. of Camp Xo. 2t>4. Division of Iowa, who was charged with being
of bad character, and who was found guilty, have been received, and are so
irregular in character and the evidence so insufficient that the sentence of dis
honorable
discharge
has been disapproved.
In this connection I desire to
call attention to the fact that much needless delay and additional labor in
cases of court-martial may be avoided if officers having same in charge will
comply strictly with the rules laid down for the government of courts-martial.
The following opinion of J udge Advocate General Beebe is given for the bene
fit and guidance of brothers in these cases.

OPINION III.

I

herewith return the record of court-martial in the case of A. F. Aumiller, of W. S. Hancock Camp Xo. 44, Division of Pennsylvania, with an opin
ion as to the regularity of the proceedings and sentence) of the Court, in ac
cordance with your order of September 13. 1892.
Sec. 4. Art. VI., Rules and Regulations. expressly provides that "a copy of
the charges and a notice of the time and place of holding the Court must be
served by the Judge Advocate upon the accused, either personally
five (5)
days before the date fixed for the Court, or by mail, addressed to his (the ac
cused) last known place of residence at least "ten ilO> days before that time,
and the Judge Advocate shall incorporate, in the record proof of service upon
the accused."
The records disclose affirmatively that the accused did not voluntarily ap
pear in or submit to the jurisdiction of the Court, consequently the power and
jurisdiction of the Court to investigate and determine the question of his guilt
depends upon the sufficiency of the proof of service.
This return the Judge Advocate has made a part of the record and is as
follows:

WlLLIAMSPOKT, Pa., Aug. 22. 1892.
This is to certify that I did duly notify the accused brother, A. F. Aumiller, by mail at least "twelve (12) davs before the Court convened, on my honor
as a member of the Order of S. V.
J. C. Ulrich, Judge Advocate.
This proof of service is radically defective.
It is silent as to every essen
tial fact. The Court could not determine from this return that a copy of the
charges and "a notice of the time and place of holding Court-' has been
"served" upon the accused five or any number of days before the date lixed
for the Court, by mail "addressed to his last known place of residence."
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The Judge Advocate says that he "did duly notify the accused." but that
is merely his conclusion of what he did, and upon which it is not competent
for him to express an opinion.
It is his duty and province to recite in his return or proof of service ex
actly what he did. lie must state the facts, and then it is the duty of the
Court to decide whether the facts stated show a valid service upon the ac
cused.
No Court can render a valid judgment or degree against a defendant who
does not appear, when the jurisdiction depends upon proof of service like this.
The proceeding and sentence of the Court are therefore merely void, and
of no effect whatever.

1

li.

Complying with instructions by last National Encampment, a new
4.
form. No. 35. has been issued, calling for information relative to disbanded
Camps, and Division Commanders will see that the blanks are rilled out on all
Camps in their commands and forwarded with their quarterly reports for
quarter ending December 31. See pages 4o and lit."), recommendation No. 6 of
Adjutant General, and action thereon, proceedings Eleventh Annual Encamp
ment.
5.
Assistant Quar
Geo. A. McMurtry. Chicago, 111., has been appointed
termaster General, with rank from December 10, W2, and he will be respected
and obeyed accordingly.
That the labors of the Committee on Insurance may have facts rather
than estimates
from which to draw conclusions, the following information
should be cheerfully furnished by each Division Commander as early as Feb
ruary to S. J. Crumbine, chairman Insurance Committee, Dodge City. Kans.:
First— Number of deaths in the Division in 1892.
-n. Age of each at death.
Occupation.
Third— Cause of death.
Fourth Married or single.
6.

Second

Fifth— If

Sixth

single was anyone dependent upon him for support?

AVas he insured?
How much?
Attention
called to the fact that installing officers must make their
reports in duplicate, one copy of which must be sent to the Adjutant General.
" Union Defenders
Day." February 12. the natal day of the martyred
Lincoln,
one of the guiding stars to patriotism in our Order.
That date
marks the birth of an American whose life and character was to touch as with
hand of magic the civilization of the world. Through him came liberty
to bonded millions; through him our nation took
mighty step in civiliz
ing progress; then let our Order, pledged to patriotic effort, celebrate his
As
natal day with ceremonies appropriate to his great life and character.
February 12 falls this year upon Sunday.
suggest that where possible Camps
interest churches in
program for that day illustrating Lincoln's life., and
where such arrangements
not practical, that
special meeting of the Camp
be held on the Saturday evening preceding, or Mondav evening following the
12th. open to the general public. Let hearty, earnest interest be shown, and
great benefit to the Order must result.
Division Commanders will promptly advise the Adjutant General of
the time and place of holding their respective Division Encampment as soon as
the same
determined upon, and at those Encampments outgoing officers are
charged with the duty of reporting to the Adjutant General immediately after
the close of the Encampment, the full name and address of each elector en
titled to seat in the Twelfth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-inSaid report must be signed by the Division Commander, attested by
Chief.
the Adjutant, with the Division seal. This duty
imperative and must not

is

a

is

!».

a

is

a

I

a

a

is

8.

7.

is

b.

(C

be neglected.

a

a

ly

The Commander-in-Chief extends most hearty greetings to the new
10.
elected officers of Camps throughout the Order, and pledges each to such
earnest effort, that our Order may attain
prosperity and vigor hitherto
unknown, so that we may prove truly
progressive, powerful, patriotic Order,
Division Com
largely moulding public sentiment wherever our Order exists.
manders are pledged to zealous, effective labor, that the new Camp officers
have efficient aid and wise counsel.
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From all Divisions comes excellent promise of splendid vigor. Let
with us a Columbian year of advancement.
By command of Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Charles E. Gier, Assistant Adjutant General.

1893

Hillsdale, Mich., Feb. 11, 1893.
General Orders No. i.
Frank L. Greene having left for Europe for an indefinite period, has
1.
resigned as Commander of Vermont Division.
His resignation has been ac
cepted and an election to fill vacancy ordered.
2.
By order of the Council-in-Chief, the Twelfth Annual Encampment of
the Commandery-in-Chief will be held in Cincinnati, Ohio, August 14 18, in
A location so central, in a city whose hospitality is proverbial, and
clusive.
whose entertainment is to be directed by a committee of exceptional ability
and zeal, should bring together a large proportion of the members of our Order
at that time.
The Commander of Ohio Division has officially notified the Command
3.
er-in-Chief of the appointment of the following Committee on Entertainment
of the Twelfth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief :
Chairman, Colonel Wm. K. Bundy, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Major Wm. Luther Davis, Cincinnati. Ohio.

is

8.

is

is

7.

1

j

1
1

1

(i.

Major John T. Booth, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Ulysses L. Truitt, Cincinnati. Ohio.
A. E. B. Stephens. Cincinnati. Ohio.
Sam M. Wardle, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Frank O. Wilkinson, Linwood, Ohio.
David Joseph, Cincinnati. Ohio.
James A. Averdick. Covington, Ky.
This committee is authorized and empowered to appoint all local com
mittees, and assume general supervision of all matters pertaining to enter
tainment.
4. The Committee on Transportation will consist of the following brothers:
John V. B. Clarkson, 40 Broadway, New York City.
A. W. Batchelder, Salem. Mass.
B. W. Frauenthal, LTnion Depot, St. Louis. Mo.
W. Scott Beebe, Portland. Oregon.
Announcements of appointments for the Central and Southern Traffic
Associations will appear later.
Division Encampments will be held as follows: Rhode Island, Feb
5.
ruary 14. at Pawtucket; New Jersey, February Hi. at Trenton; Kansas, Feb
ruary 21. at Pittsburgh; Arkansas, February 24. at Huntiiiirton: Kentucky.
June 7, at Maysville: Pennsylvania. June 7. at Honesdale; New Hampshire,
June 6, at Nashua; New York. June 20. at Clayton. Division Commanders
of other Divisions will at once notify these headquarters of the dates for hold
ing their respective Encampments.
Anew edition (edition of 1893) of Forms
and
has been issued,
all changes in price of supplies.
embodying
Upon receipt of this General
Order the use of the old editions should be discontinued, and all old Forms
and 1^4 should be destroyed.
Past Commander-in-Chief Webb informs the Commander-in-Chief
again in usual health, and the Order will rejoice that he again re
that he
ports for duty.
The attention of Division Commanders
called to Art. III., page 51,
Constitution, Rules and Regulations, as amended at Helena. Many Divisions
are still delinquent for reports for quarter ending December 31. although a
marked improvement in the matter of reports
The report for
announced.
Division of Connecticut reached these headquarters January 19, and was
perfect.
9.

(Charter applications approved and charters issued. See Table 8.)
On recommendation of Commanders of the respective Divisions, the
charters of the following Camps are hereby annulled; Kansas, Nos. 175, 239;
Oklahoma, Nos.
Pennsylvania, Nos. 23, 118, 297; Massachusetts,
6;

5,

3,
4,

2,

1,

10.
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114, 119; California. Nos. 2, 3, 4. 12. 13, 14. 16, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23. 24. 2,"). 26. 28.
29, 30. 31, 32, 34, 36, 37, 39. 40, 41, 43, 44; New Hampshire, No. 43.
Through error. General Orders No, 10, series of 1892, announced revo
11.

Nos.

cation of charter of Camp No. 41, Division of Pennsylvania. This Camp is
still on the rolls, active and vigorous.
12.
There are many periodicals devoted to the interests of our Order,
(among them the National Reveille, of Chicago, being the oldest and best
known), which are of much benefit to the Order, and should be read by every
member.
13.
There has been recently dedicated to Camp No. 1(56, of Chicago, a Sons
of Veterans" Waltz of great merit. It is now on sale at music houses.
Every Captain
The time for annual inspection rapidly approaches.
14.
should not only be so conversant with our Ritual as not to need it for refer
ence during all Camp ceremonies, but should compel a like efficiency from each
officer and member of staff, before March 1. He should see that all details
which can give his Cam)) high rank are given careful attention. Brothers, pre
pare for the most rigid, systematic inspection ever held. Be ready!
Commander-in-Chief.
By command of Marvin E.
Oflicial: Charles E. Gier, Assistant Adjutant General.

Hall,

Hillsdale, Mich., March 4, 1893.
General Orders No. 3.
Albans,
Yt,
has been duly elected and commis
AVebster,
St.
George O.
1.
sioned Division Commander to fill vacancy caused by resignation of Frank L.
Division Commanders have been elected and installed as follows:
Greene.
W. Y. Morgan, Emporia, Kan.; Benjamin R. Singleton, Middletown, Conn.;
A. L. Sparks, Camden, N. J.: Wm. M. P. Bowen, Providence, R. I.
2.
Division Encampments will be held as follows: South Dakota, June
13-15, at Chamberlain: Washington, June 14-1(5, at North Yakima; Oregon,
May 2, at Oregon City; Ohio, June 20-23, at Columbus; Indiana, July 5, at
Terre Haute.
The following appointments on Committee on Transportation are an
3.
nounced:
II. E. Gerry, Chicago, for Central Traffic Association; David
Joseph, Cincinnati, for Southern Traffic Association. These brothers will at
once report to Chairman J. Y. B. Clarkson, 40 Broadway, New York City.
of the i division Commanders the following
Upon recommendation
4.
Indiana, Xos. 102. Ill, 118, 126, 154, 266
charters of Camps have been revoked:
and 278; Missouri. Nos. 8, 50, 145, 181, 193, 202, -203, 220 and 230.
Upon recommendation of the Inspector General the following Assis
5.
tant Inspector Generals are appointed to inspect headquarters of the several
Divisions:
Alabama and Tennessee, K. W. Blese,
Chattanooga.

Arkansas, A. T. Schuster, Huntington.
California, E. W. Conant, San Jose.
Colorado, Frank C. McArthur, Denver.
Connecticut, H. W. Wessels, Litchfield.
Illinois, C. T. Orner, Bloomington.
Indiana. W. E. Bundy, Cincinnati.
Iowa.Geo. Vanllouten, Lenox.
Kansas, John Redmond, Burlington.
Kentucky, G. H. Capito, Louisville.
Maine, Edward K. Gould, Rockland.
Maryland, C. II. Kochersperger, Phila
delphia.
Massachusetts,
chester.

Michigan,
Ohio.

C.

Henry

D. Rooney,
Frazee,

Win

Cleveland,

Minnesota, E. H. Mileham. St. Paul.
Missouri, B. W. Frauenthal, St. Louis.

Montana, John R. Miller, Helena.
Nebraska. J. S. Catterson, Harvard.
New Hampshire. F. B. Perkins, Man
chester.

New Jersey, Geo. W. Pollitt,Paterson.
New York, John Y. B. Clarkson.
Ohio, E. H. Gilkey, Columbus.
Oregon, W. Scott, Beebe, Portland.
Pennsylvania, C. H. Kochersperger,
Philadelphia.
Rhode Island, Theo. A. Barton, Prov
idence.
South Dakota, C. C. Bras, Mitchell.

Vermont, II. S. Foster.Burlington.
Washington, E. P. Gilbert, Spokane.
West Virginia, H. B. Baguley, Wheel
ing.

Wisconsin, Harry
kee.

S.

Fuller,

Milwau
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They will report for duty at once to Inspector General

Cleveland,

Henry Frazee,

Ohio.

6.
The Inspector General urges careful compliance with the following in
,
structions:
That before any Assistant Inspector makes the inspection of a single
Camp he read over carefully the printed instructions published for their use,
and in case he should fail to receive a copy of them, to at once write his Di
vision Commander requesting him to furnish it.
Especial attention is called to the instructions for markings upon ques
tion Xo. 7, as this question has always been in dispute as to how it should be
marked, have established the. rule as laid down, and it must be strictly adhered
to in all cases.
Assistant Inspectors should satisfy themselves by a careful
examination of the roll book as to just what a Camp is entitled to in accor
dance with said ruling.
It is our desire that this be the most complete inspection of the Order ever
held, and to that end we most respectfully ask the hearty co-operation of not
only the Assistant Inspectors, Inspectors and Division Commanders, but
that of each individual member.
Division Commanders will at once forward to Inspector General Henry
Frazee, Cleveland, Ohio, the full name and address of their respective Divis
ion Inspectors, so that should the necessity arise he can confer with them up
on the work of their respective Divisions.
Division Inspectors must make all the footings, averages and percentages
provided for upon the back of their consolidated reports before forwarding
them to Inspector General, or they will be returned to them for that purpose.
They should see that their Assistant Inspectors' reports come in promptly in
order to forward their consolidated reports to Inspector General at the pre

scribed time.

Division Commanders should see that the Assistant Inspectors receive
their blanks and instructions not later than March 31, so they will have plenty
of time to complete their work as laid down by the Constitution for that pur
pose, and if they have not as yet ordered Forms 24 and 25, current issue,
should do so at once.
7.
That the best possible results may be obtained in the Surgeon Gen
eral's Department,
Division Commanders will issue to all Camps with the
blanks for next quarterly reports two blanks of Form 47, with instructions to
Captains to properly rill out, retaining one copy on tile, and mailing the other
to the Division Surgeon.
That each company, troop and battery in the S. V.
Guards, be provided with blanks and report in same manner as Captains of
Camps.

8.
Particular attention of Division officers is called to the following
points in connection with quarterly reports:
First— A correct duplicate of each quarterly report sent Commandery
headquarters, must be kept on file at Division headquarters.
Second— Adjutants and Quartermasters must open reports with the bal
ances given in their last report, and the Adjutant must see that he starts his
report with the same number of Camps and members reported in good stand
ing in his last report. This rule must not again be broken.
Such errors as
appear in these items in present report are inexcusable.
Third— Quartermasters
must pay tax on all members in good standing
whether mustered during the quarter or previously, deducting only new Camps
and members mustered in new Camps.
The showing in consolidated report for quarter ending December 31, 1892,
is gratifying, but we should not rest content with even such gains as are not
ed.
Let every officer and member resolutely undertake to double our present
This is the time for
membership, and vigorous growth will certainly result.
recruiting. Be active and earnest and splendid progress will be the reward.

qvartermaster general's department,)
84 La Salle Street, Room 7,
[
Chicago,

Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chief,

Dear Sir and Brother— I

quarter ending December

31, 1892:

III., Jan.

10, 1893.

)

Hilhdale, Mich.:

have the honor

to submit my report for the

TWELFTH AXXUAL EXCAMPMEXT.
Receipts and Expenditures.
Dr.

Ck.

Cash on hand Oct. 1, 1892. . . .
Cash received from General

Clarkson

Cash received for Supplies. . .
Cash received for Per Cap

ita Tax

for Charter

Cash received
Fees

Paid for:
Furniture

8223 44
504

Supplies, including

8ti

shipment

1,919 12

Office Expenses
General Expenses,

includ
ing packing of supplies
for shipment from New

2,070 85
85

cost of

00

York

Salaries

Traveling Expenses
V. Guards

S.

General Orders

Arnold Monument Fund. .
Eleventh Annual Encamp
ment, balance due steno
part
grapher,
payment
proceedings, etc

Miscellaneous

Cash on hand
.-S4.80.-J 27

Dec.

31,

Supplies on hand as per inventory

$19 90
1.792 93
304 23

102 U5
875 00
13 65
27 50
415 of.
200 00

500 00
57
799 68
84.803

27

82,595

52

General Account.
Liabilities.

Assets.
Various Divisions
Furniture

Various Divisions
Major A. P. Davis
James L. Lyons
John Morris Co
Andersonville Fund
Surplus

8105 til!
649 50
2,595 52

Supplies
Cash on hand

799

08

84.201

42

Profit

84.210

Gains.

To General Orders
To Arnold Monument Fund.
Salaries

To S. V. Guards
To Traveling Expenses
To Office Expenses
To General Expenses
To Eleventh Annual
campment

To Rhode

Island

42

and Loss.

Losses.

To

813 39
1,439 50
12 00
5 20
43 50
2.69(5 83

84*5 5(5
200 CK)

875 00
27 50

By Charter Fees
By Per Capita Tax
By Supplies, profit

8X1 00
09

...

1,950
182

68

82.213

77

13 (55

En

Division

(charge ordered cancelled
by Eleventh Annual En
campment)
Balance (net gain)

304

23

102

05

500 liO

2 00
21

58

GENERAL ORDERS.

(V.i

1,

is

it

a

it.

Again the ranks of the Commandery have been broken. Past Commanderin-Chief Leland J. Webb has entered that darkness we call death. Strick
en untimely, in the flush of manhood; his splendid powers extinguished; his
ringing voice hushed forever; all that was mortal was consigned to our moth
er earth Thursday afternoon, February 23. Whatever may have been his
faults, he was our brother: living, we loved him; dead, let us cherish in memory
his virtues in loyalty to his great services.
lie has been honored by our Order
most graciously. In token of our sincere grief, and as mark of our reverent re
ordered that all Camp charters and colors, and the side arms of all
gard,
18SJ3.
officers, be draped in emblematic mourning until June

Hall,

Commander-in-Chief.
By command of Marvin E.
E. Gier, Assistant Adjutant General.

Charles

General Orders No.

Hillsdale, Mich., April

4.

Official:

II. Tufford, having

15, 1893.

4,

is

is

7.

it

is

6.

5.

3,

6,

4.

is

8,

is

3,

3.

a

is

a

a

2.

1,

accepted the Captaincy of Camp No.
Denver, Col., has resigned the office of Junior Vice Division Commander.
The resignation has been accepted and election to All vacancy ordered.
Quartermaster General Loebenstein desires all Division Commanders
to report to him the number of "proceedings" of the Fourth (Grand Kapids)
and Sixth (Des Moines) National Encampments they have on hand. It has be
come
custom of many Division officials to make such small requsitions on
the Quartermaster General, that the cost of expressage frequently amounts to
nearly or quite as much as the cost of the supplies ordered, virtually following
'•
hand to mouth " policy in Division Quartermaster's
Unless
department.
this custom
at once remedied, and supplies ordered in reasonable quantities,
the rule of prepaying express charges by the Quartermaster General must
necessarily be discontinued. The Quartermaster General's Department can
not be used as
retail distributing depot.
So much of General Orders No.
as applies to the revocation
Sec.
of charters of Camps Nos.
50 and 145, Division of Missouri,
hereby re
scinded, and the charters of said Camps declared in full force and effect.
Attention of Division Commanders
General
again called to Sec.
Orders No.
relative to inspection.
Let great care be used in complying with
directions therein. Assistant Inspector Generals will be prompt in all reports
to Inspector General Henry Frazee, Cleveland, Ohio, that the condition of
each Division may be reported to the Commandery-in-Chief through him.
Division Commanders will at once instruct Division Surgeons to send
reports on Form 48, and to report at once for duty to Surgeon General Reynold
W. Wilcox, M. D., care Manhattan Club, New York City.
Division Commanders
will see that proper blanks (Form 44) are in
hands of Captains, and Form 43 in possession of Division Chaplains, for re
ports through Chaplain-in-Chief, Rev. Charles McColley, Winnebago City,
Minn., as to the extent our Order participates in Memorial Day services. This
information
not only of great importance to our Order, but to the G. A. R.,
and
hoped excellent results will be shown, and great care and promptness
be used in making reports.
Let Camp and Division Chaplains give strict at
tention to duty in their reports.
May 30, Memorial Day, approaches.
Early and careful preparation
should be made by every Camp to participate most effectively in the sacred
duties of that day, dedicated to our soldier dead. Captains will report their
Camps for duty to the local G. A. R. Posts, and reverently execute any duty
Let the day be not one of festivity and indecorous mirth, but each
assigned.
brother remembering the untimely end of our sleeping heroes, and the cause
for which their lives were freely given, so demean himself as to prove his
right by birth to the patriot blood that courses in his veins. The patriotism
which brought them death makes that death illustrious. Let no act of ours
cast shadows thereon.
Our heritage
rich indeed. Let us so perform our
duty as to show our full appreciation thereof and prove our worthiness to
1.

Walter

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.
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discharge the sacred trust which, all too soon, the Grand Army of the Republic
must leave to our care.
8.
Division Encampments will be held as follows: AVest Virginia. April
26-27, at Grafton;
Alabama and Tennessee, May 3-4, at Greeneville. Tenn.;
South Dakota, June fi-8 (date changed ), at Chamberlain; Maryland, June 1.3Wilmington; Iowa, June 20-22, at Council Bluffs; Missouri, June
14, at
20-22, at Kansas City.
findings and sentence in the court-martial of A. F.
9. The proceedings,
Aumiller. of Camp No. 44, Division of Pennsylvania, which were returned to
the Division Commander for correction of certain irregularities on September
2ti, 1892. and were finally corrected, have been approved.
Also of D. C. Crippin, of Camp No. 414, Division of Ohio, who was charged, first, with " shooting
with intent to do personal injury," and, second, " drunkenness and disorderly
conduct unbecoming
a member of the Order," and found guilty on both
charges. Also of A. C. Kennan, of Camp No. 2, Division of New Jersey, who
was charged with " misappropriation of Camp funds," and found guilty. In
each of these cases the sentence was " dishonorable discharge." and the pro
ceedings, findings and sentence were in each case approved, and the respective
Division Commanders instructed to have the sentence carried into effect. The
proceedings, findings and sentence of Brother Frank Roahr, of Camp No. 97.
Division of Minnesota, were so incomplete and irregular as to meet my dis
approval.
10.
Reliable information reaches these headquarters that one Joseph H.
Bullock, Jr., a dropped member of ('amp No. 4, Division of New York, " has
left for parts unknown, leaving behind him a wife and babe." That he had
traveled through Massachusetts and Rhode Island asking and receiving aid
from members of the Order, lie is unworthy.
11.
The quarter closing March 31 last has been a prosperous one for the
Order.
New Camp officers have become interested in the work and efficient
work is being done. The Commander-in-Chief expects even better results for
the quarter ending June 30. Let especial effort be made to secure reinstate
ments and a general effort be made at reorganization and reconstruction of
weak Camps, and we will be able to report our Order upon a sounder basis
than ever at the coming Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief. It is
hoped that consolidated
reports of every Division will be in hands of the
Adjutant General not later than May 10 at" latest.
12.
(Charter applications approved and charters issued. (See Table 8.1
By Command of, Marvin E.
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Elias P. Lyon, Adjutant General.

Hall,

if

3.

6.

2.

is

1.

(5.

Hillsdale, Mich., June 1893.
General Orders No. 5.
The issuance of these orders has been delayed because of laxity of sev
eral Division Commanders
in forwarding quarterly reports. The present
The
quarter, ending June 30,
the closing quarter for this administration.
returns for this quarter must be made within the time fixed by the rules, and
must be in. the hands of the Adjutant General July 30th. This will allow him
less than two weeks for their consolidation prior to the Encampment of the
Commandery-in-Chief. Division Commanders should in*M that Camps make
returns immediately after the last Camp meeting of the term. By this means
Division Adjutants" will have most of the reports in hand by June 30th. and
their returns can be made promptly to National headquarters.
On August 14. the Twelfth Annual Encampment of the Commanderyln-Chief wili convene at Cincinnati.
The preparations already made by the
committee of arrangements are so ample and complete that the Commanderin-Chief feels warranted in urging every brother to attend, as all who can be
present will be cordially received and royally entertained.
Important legis
lation will mark the sessions of the Encampment, and every brother who can
be present should be there to aid in shaping our course wisely for the future.
Reduced
rates will be secured by the committee
on transportation. An
nouncement of same will be made in General Orders No.
The executive committee offers awards to the amount of S1.000 in
prizes for competitive drills. This sum will be materially increased
proper
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interest is shown.
Armed Camps or companies of S. V. Guards should avail
themselves
of this generous otter. Address all communications relative to
drills to Capt. W. M. Earns, Room 96, Lincoln Inn Court, Cincinnati, Ohio.
4. Division Commanders have been elected and installed as follows: Cali
fornia, Frank "W. Bunnell, Los Angeles; Alabama and Tennesee, Harry L.
Veazey, Harriman, Tenn.; West Virginia. Edward O. Bower, Parkersburg;
Oregon, E. Hofer, Salem; Montana, \V. S. Votaw, Helena, (re-elected); Arkan
sas, Lewis E. Finney, (re-elected.)
5.
Division Encampments will be held as follows; Michigan, June 6-8,
at Lapeer; Vermont. June 7-8, at Battleboro; Minnesota, June 13-14, at Alex
andria; Massachusetts, June 14-15, at New Bedford; Nebraska, June 14-16, at
"West Point; Wisconsin, June 21, at Ashland; Colorado, July 3, at Colorado
Springs; Illinois, July 3-8, at Rockford; Maine, June 14-15. at Augusta.
6.
The semi-annual password and countersign will be in the hands of all
Division Commanders by June 15, and be distributed to all Camps entitled
to receive the same.
of the Commanders of their respective
Upon the recommendation
7.
Divisions, the charters of the following Camps are hereby annulled and de
clared forfeited: Michigan— 3. 6, 20, 23. 28, 40, 79, 84, 98. 105, lit, 113, 116. 120,
153. 157. 160, 162. 179. 191, 199, 203, 207, 209, 215. 217, 222, 226, 228. 229, 230, 233,
234. Illinois— 312, 351. 369. Pennsylvania— 3.
Colorado— 2, 9, 19, 21. New
York— 76. 112. 113, 187, 214. Indiana— 49, 92. 121, 168, 198, 204, 205, 220. 229, 247,
251, 275, 289, 299. 308.

8.
Very meager returns have been made to the Committee on Insurance.
Attention is called to Sec. 6. General Orders No. 1, current series. Send the
information called for therein to S. J, Crumbine, Dodge City, Kans.
9.
Thousands of Sons of Veterans will visit the "World's Fair. Tiw Army
Corps Reunion Association, headquarters at Niagara Hotel, Jackson Street,
between Michigan and W abash Avenues, has received careful investigation by
the Commander-in-Chief, and its plans and purposes meet his approval. Doc
uments explanatory thereof will be mailed to any brother addressing the sec
retary of the Association.

Quartermaster General's Department,
84 LaSalle Street, Room 7,
Chicago,

Marvin E. Hall, Commandtr-in-Chief.
Dear Sir and Brother— I have
quarter ending March

III., April

Hillsdale, Mich.

5, 1893.

:

the honor to submit my report for the

31, 1893.

Receipts and Expenditures.
Dr.

Cr.

Cash on
Received
Received
Received

hand

Jan.

2, 1893

....

for Supplies
for Per Capita Tax.
for Charter Fees...

3799 68
2.572 89
2,267 73
174 00

Paid for:

Supplies, including cost of

shipping

Office Expenses
General Expenses
Expenses
General
mandery colors)
Salaries
s. V. Guards

$3,306 50
299 39
62 90

(Com-

Furniture

General Orders

Eleventh Annual Encamp

ment (balance
due
Proceedings, etc
Cash on hand

March

31,

Supplies on hand as per inventory

244 00
725 00
13 25
6 00
29 00

on
584 95
543 31
85,814

30

82,810

25
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General Accoi nt.
Liabilities.

Assets.
Various Divisions
Furniture

878

Various Divisions
Major A. P. Davis
Andersonville Fund
John Morris Co
Surplus

41

655 5<>
2,810 25
543 HI

Supplies
Cash on hand

84.087

i

To General Orders
To Office Expenses

To General Lxpenses
To Eleventh Annual
campment

To Supplies (forms
destroyed, etc.)

En

obsolete

60
05
50
50
88

and Loss.

Losses.

To Salaries
ToS. V. Guards

619
43
6
3.417

84,087 53

53

Profit

8

829 00
725 00
13 25
299 39
309 It!

Gains.
By Charter Fees
By Per Capita Tax
By Supplies (profit)

8174 00
2,279 74
317 24

584 95
89 18

Balance (net gain)

72105
82.770

98

82.770

98

K. Loebenstein, Quartermaster General.
(Charter applications approved and charters issued. See Table 8.)
By command of Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Elias P. Lyon, Adjutant General.
10.

Gkneral Orders No.

6.

Hillsdale, Mich., July

11, 1893.

The Transportation Committee has secured a rate of one and a third
fare in the Central Tratlic Association, on the well known certificate plan.
This association embraces the territory between Buffalo, Pittsburg and Parkersburg on the east, and Chicago and St. Louis on the west. Brothers living
west of the Central Trattic Association limits will buy World's Fair tickets to
Chicago, and at Chicago purchase the one and a third fare tickets to Cincin
nati.
Rates for all associations east of the Central Traffic Association limits
will be announced in a circular letter to be issued about August 1. This Cir
cular Letter will announce the route of the Commander-in-Chief.
2.
The Commandery-in-Chief will meet in Twelfth Annual Encampment
in Cincinnati, Ohio, August 14-18 inclusive. Headquarters of the Command
er-in-Chief will be established at the Grand Hotel.
3.
All electors in the Encampment will wear the regulation uniform of
our Order, as prescribed by Art. X1IL, Rules and Regulations, and will care
fully observe the law relative to the regulation badge of the Order, as provided
in Sec. 1 of Art. XV., Rules and Regulations. The rule relating to insignia of
rank, as provided by Sec. 1 of Art. XIV., Rules and Regulations, will also be
observed.
Due and timely notice is given, that brothers may govern themselves
accordingly.
The Commander-in-Chief will enforce Sec. 1, Art. IV., Rules and Reg
4.
ulations, and no Division will be allowed representation in the Twelfth An
nual Encampment which has failed to forward all legal reports. These re
ports not only embrace those due the Adjutant General, but those 'to the In
spector General, Surgeon General and Chaplain-in-Chief.
The following Di
Arkansas,
visions are still in arrears for reports to the Inspector General:
1.

Indiana, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Montana,

Nebraska,
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Oregon, Washington. West Virginia Wisconsin.

Their reports must be
in the hands of the Inspector General Henry Frazee. Cleveland. Ohio, not later
than August 1. The Surgeon General, R. W. Wilcox. M. I)., care Manhattan
Club, New York City, reports following Divisions still delinquent: Conneticut, Kansas, Maine, Missouri, New York, Rhode Island, South Dako
ta. Vermont and Washington. Neglect to forward proper reports to him
will debar such Divisions from representation in the National Encampment.
The information conveyed in reports to the Surgeon General will be indispen
sable in arriving at reliable data upon which to base an insurance feature for
our Order.
Chaplain-in-Chief, Rev. Charles Mc Colley. Winnebago City, Minn., reports
as still delinquent in Chaplains' reports the Divisions of Alabama and Tennesee, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Conneticut, Indiana. Kan
sas, Maine. New Jersey, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Dakota,
Washington, West Virginia and Wisconsin.
Division Commanders are
warned that failure on their part to see that these reports are in the hands of
the above named officers of the Commandery-in-Chief will incur the penalty
provided in Sec. 1. Art. IV., Rules and Regulations.
5.
Art. Il.^Sec. £ of Chup. V., was amended at Helena, to read THIRTY
instead of SIXTY days. This law requires that the quarterly reports and per
capita tax due from Dirisions to tlve Commandery-in-Chief for the quarter endinij
June 30 shall be in the hands of the Adjutant General not later than July 31. This
law must be obeyed. Laxity this year will incur suspension of the Division. The
Adjutant GeneraVs report at Cincinnati will include the report for quarter ending
June SO, and the Commander-in-Chief will report to the Commander}/ as suspended
any delinquent Division.
6. The Commander-in-Chief is pained to announce the severe illness of
our beloved Quartermaster General, Rudolph Loebenstein.
The Order unites
in earnest hope that his recovery may be rapid, and his genial influence be
again soon felt at the various Division headquarters.
7.
Upon recommendation of the Division Commanders the charters of
the following Camps are herebv annulled and declared forfeited: Missouri,
30, 31, 44, 49, (54. 71, 90, 91, 93. 94, 96, 108. 109, 111, 112, 113, 130, 132. 141,
163, 1155, KSS, 169, 171. 1715, 178, 181, 187, 190, 193, 197, 198, 20J, 201, 202,

143,

158,

208,

?14,

Alabama and Tennessee, Camp No. 29.
Through error in General Order No. 5, charter of Camp No. 153, Division
of Michigan, was revoked. The Camp is and has been in good working order,
and the revocation of its charter is hereby rescinded.
In
8. Division Commanders have been elected and installed as follows:
diana, Newton J. McGuire (re-elected), Rising Sun; Illinois, Cerdric G. Marsh,
Oak Park; Iowa, J. Owen Smith, Des Moines; Kentucky, J. L. Todd, Maysville; Maine, Chas. E. Merrill, Auburn; Maryland, Wm. A. Rutherford, Wash
ington, D. ('.; Massachusetts.
A. C. Blaisdell, Lowell; Michigan, Fred M.
Twiss, Hillsdale; Minnesota, Wm. A, Mullen, Madelia; Missouri, Fred E.
Ernst, St. Joseph; Nebraska, W. B. McArthur, Lincoln: New Hampshire, Cy
rus H. Little, Manchester; New York, Wm. II. Robertson, Cortland; Ohio,
Dan S. Gardner. Massillon; Pennsylvania, Horace M. Lowry, Indiana; South
Dakota, W. S. Carpenter. Iroquois; Vermont, AV. M. Sargent, South Royalton;
Wisconsin, Walter C. Winter, La Crosse; Washington, W. H. Fletcher, Tacoma.
9.
See Table 8.)
(Charter applications approved and charters issued.
10. All Divisions
have now held their Encampments for this year. The
Commander-in-Chief most heartily thanks retiring officials for the many court
esies extended, and for the great services they have rendered, and he exorts
them to still remain a source of strength and progress for the Order.
In lay
ing aside the mantle of leadership, prove that you can be as loyal a member as
To the newly elected officials he extends hearty
you have been Commander.
greeting and sincere congratulation. May your administration prove one of
unparalleled prosperity, and of progress so pronounced that our Order shall be
lifted into the broad light of ever increasing public confidence and encourage

220;

ment.

Official:

By command of, Marvin E. II all, Commander-in-Chief.
P. Lyon. Adjutant General.

Eli as

TWELFTH AXXUAL EXCAMPMEXT.

74

Gerund Orders Xo.

Hillsdale, Mich..

7.

Aug.

2. 1693.

I. The Twelfth National Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief will be
held in Cincinnati. Ohio. August 14-1* inclusive. The Commander-in-Chief
and members of staff will leave Hillsdale via Lake Shore Railroad, at 8:30 p.
m.. Sunday. August 13; leave Toledo. Ohio. August 13. via Cincinnati, Hamil
ton and Dayton Railroad, at 11 :45 p. ni.; arrive at Cincinnati at 7:0.3 a. m.,
August

14.

i. The

of Arrangements have prepared the following

Committee

PROGRAMME:
Monday. August

ception by Ladies'

14.-9:15 a. m., Council-in-Chief session.

Aid

8:03 p.

m.. Re

Tuesday, August 15.-9:00 a. m., Opening session of Commandery-inChief. at Pike Opera House. 8:00 p. m.. Camp-fire at Pike Opera House.
Wednesday, August 1(5.— Sessions of the Encampment. 8:00 p. m., Mili
tary Ball.
Thursday, August 17. -Sessions of the Encampment. 4 :00 p. m.. Parade.
Friday. August 18. -8:00 a. m„ take C. H. & D. train for Dayton Nation
al Soldiers Horn?, fio miles from Cincinnati.
Transportation to delegates free.
3.
Headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief
the Encampment at Grand Hotel.

The Committee

4.

rates:

will be established

of Arrangements announce

the following

during

hotels and

Grand Hotel— American plan, S3 to §5; European plan 81.50 to
Palace
day; Gibson House American plan, 83 to So per day;
Hotel -American plan. 82 to 2.50 per day; Dennison Hotel— American plan,
Xumer
82 to 82.50 per day: Hotel Emery —European plan, 81 to 83 per day.
ous other hotels with lower rates".
They further announce that "through lack of proper interest on the part
of Camps and S. V. Guards, (only one organization to date having announced
intention of being present), the committee has decided to abandon the prize
drill, and will devote the money intended therefor to other forms of entertain
ment for the Commandery.
83

per

5.

by the

A rate of one and one-third fare, on the certificate plan, is announced
trunk lines.

a

fi.

The arrangements being made for the entertainment of brothers and
their friends attending the Commandery at Cincinnati, by the committee, are
judicious and excellent; the rates all that can be expected; the meeting one of
unprecedented importance, and
large assemblage should be present to en
joy the famous hospitality of our Buckeye brothers.

For practical

a

7.

purposes for future committees on transportation
reg
who attend will be kept by Quartermaster General Loebenstein;
desired that every person going to Cincinnati on account of the
Encampment shall sign this register.
The Quartermaster General announces that his ottice will be closed
August 12 to 20. Division Quartermasters will govern themselves accordingly.

all

8.

it
is

ister of
and

All Division

a

is

9.

Commanders must see that
copy of each order issued by
sent to the Adjutant General for permanent riles.
10.
Since last General Order certificate of election of
"\V. Manley. of
LaJunta, as Commander of the Division of Colorado, has been received and
commission has been issued.

Quartermaster General's Department,]
84 LaSalle Street, Room
Chicago, III., July 15, 1893.

)

7,

II.

J.

\

them

Dear Sir and Brother—

quarter ending June

30,1893.

1

Marvin E. Hull, Communder-in-Chitf,

Hilhdule, Mich.:

have the honor to submit my report for the
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Receipts and Expenditures.
Dr.

Ck.

Cash on hand April 1, 1893. .
Received for Supplies
Received for Per Capita Tax.
Received for Charter Fees ...
Returned by Adjutant Gen
eral

Paid for:

$543 31
2.098 78
1,972 10
132 50

Supplies, including~ cost of

shipping

Office Expenses

General Expenses
Salaries

5 98

V. Guards
Furniture
(ieneral Orders
Traveling Expenses
S.

Cash on hand
$4,752

June

30, Supplies

67

j

on hand as per inventory

General Account, June

Supplies
Cash on hand

$7141
659 39
3.055 07
1,042 20
$4,828

3

65
138
1,042

14

30
00
00
83
50
06
20

$4,752

57

$3,055

07

30, 1893.

Various Divisions
Andersonville Fund
Surplus

Losses.

$3 90
43 50
4.780 67

$4,828

07

Profit
To General Orders
To Salaries
To S. V. Guards
To Traveling Expenses
To Office Expenses
To (Jeneral Expenses
Balance (net gain). .

15

64

Liabilities.

Assets.
Various Divisions
Furniture

$2,619
266
27
575

07

and Loss.
Gains.

$65 50
575 00
15 00
132 08
265 64
27 30
1,362 79
$2,443

31

By Charter Fees
By Per Capita Tax
By Supplies (profit)

$132 50
1,970 62
340 19

$2,443

31

R. Loebenstein, Quartermaster General.
12.
(Charter applications approved and charters issued. See Table 8.)
To Adjutant II. W. Huffman, of the Division of Kansas, belongs the hon
or of having mustered the largest Camp (so far as known) ever organized in
the Sons of Veterans.
Camp No. 116 at Ottawa was mustered by him June
20 with 126 charter members.
This is the last General Order of this Administration.
14.
To the sever
al officers of the Order we render greatf ul thanks for the innumerable courte
sies shown, and the almost universally prompt compliance with orders.
To
the rank and file we are under lasting obligations for their steadfast adherencs to duty throughout the past year, filled, as it has been, with exciting po
litical ferment and unusual business troubles.
The watchful eyes of the G. A.
R., are upon us; an interested public is observant of our action; let the future,
as the past, find us already for personal sacrifice if need be. Give to the suc
ceeding Administration as loyal support, and we shall go forward in steady
growth and success.
By command of Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Elias P. Lyon, Adjutant General.
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CIRCULAJi LETTER.

Hillsdale, Mich, April 14, 1893.
Circular Letter Xo. 1.
The Commander-in-Chief desires to call especial attention to the subject
of ''Revenues and Finances" of Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks' report, as
found in full on pages 2ii and 27 Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual Encamp
ment, held at Helena and to the soundness of his recommendation Xo. 11 un
der that head. The evidence at these headquarters proves that the much dis
cussed project of decreased dues from Divisions to the Commandery, can be
surely secured by the adoption of the plan of biennial sessions of the Com
A reduction of 25 per cent is assured. Further, there can be no
mandery.
question as to the increase stability this system will give our Order.
It is ap
parent also that the system of quarterly reports can be amended to the great
benefit of the Order, by substituting semi-annual for quarterly reports.
It is
not practicable within the limits of this circular to rehearse all the reasons
proving the advisability of these changes, but all brothers who have conducted
or are now transacting the business of the Order for Divisions, will see the
reasonableness and advisability therefor.
This circular is issued to call atten
tion to these important matters, that they with the three-degree Ritual, insur
ance feature, and S. V. Guard's system, may have full, free and fair discussion,
not only at the Division Encampments yet to be held prior to the meeting of
the Commandery-in-Chief at Cincinnati, but by the rank and tile of the Order.
Let intelligent desire to arrive at such conclusions as shall best promote the
interests of our Order, govern all discussion, and the result of the deliberations
at Cincinnat i, will certainly bring about a firmer establishment
of our Order,
and better methods in conducting its official affairs.
By command of Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chief.
Official: Elias P. Lyon, Adjutant General.

The Commander-Chief: If there is no objection, this report will go to
the Committee on Oftieers" Reports. The Chair hears no objection, and it is
so referred.
The next report in order is that of the Inspector General.
Inspector General Frazee submitted and read the following report:

REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL.
General Marvin

E. Hall,

Commiinder-in-Chicf

and Brothers:

DIVISION INSPECTORS.
The brothers whom I detailed to inspect Division headquarters all per
formed the work assigned them, except the one for South Dakota, and again
the benefit of these inspections has been demonstrated.
All Divisions now have charters.
1.
There is quite a gain on this question as against last year, Iowa being
2.
the only one not having adopted By-Laws, and this is the third year it has

been so reported.
3.
With the exception of Indiana, all Divisions have charters, commis
sions and official documents properly recorded.
Upon this question, Indiana is the only one not having Division Camp
4.
roster and register of Camp charters properly up; and in defence of Command
er McGuire
would say that the fault is not his, but that of his predecessor,
as is shown by the report of the Inspector detailed to that headquarters.
Reports sent me show all Divisions as having made full and complete
5.
returns at time of inspection to the Commandery-in-Chief, which shows that
Commanders are seeking to comply with our Constitution to the very best of

I

their ability.
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6. Division accounts are properly kept with one single exception;
that of
California.
7.
The following Divisions at time of inspection had debts amounting to
82,893.39:
Arkansas, Conneticut, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Ne
braska. Khode Island and Vermont. This is an increase of over 82.100 since
my last report, and makes a very poor showing financially for some of the
Divisions named.
8.
Divisions are financially not in as good condition as last year, there
being only 84.120.(55 in their treasuries, as against 84,21)5.23 last year, but by
comparison we rind Divisions which last year had good balances to their cred
it, now deep in debt. We must come to one of two conclusions; either they
were not reported correctly last year, or have been mismanaged during the
past one. New York leads with 8483, Wisconsin next with 8385.18; while
California is reported as not only being in debt, but without a cent in its

treasury.

9. In the matter of supplies upon hand, there is also a slight loss, there
being only 81.Wi4.sn worth, against 81.798.04 last year, Massachusetts
leading
with 8 lti5 worth, and Pennsylvania closely following with 8104.10; New Jer
There is one very great improvement
sey having only 85 invested in supplies.
noticable; Divisions are not generally carrying such large amounts of .supplies
on hand, which I deem is the best way, for fear of changes in forms.
10.
All the Divisions are using only supplies of the current issue, an im
provement over last year.
The Commander of the Division of California was the only one who
11.
failed to give a bond as prescribed by the Constitution, but in many other
cases the amount did not comply with the requirements
of Sec. 7. Art. VII.,
and care should be used in the future by Division Councils to see that this
section is fully carried out by their respective Commanders.
12.
The following Division Commanders failed totally to require bonds
from their Quartemasters as provided by Sec. 3, Art.
California and
West Virginia: and the same regarding amount of bonds holds good in this
case as the one before, not enough attention being paid to the requirements of
the Constitution.
13.
In the following Divisions no salary is paid to either the Quartermas
ter or Adjutant:
Arkansas, Montana, Oregon. Khode Island, West Virginia

\IL,

and Wisconsin.

As

shown by this inspection there are only 48,180 members in good
or a loss of 155 members in a year.
There are 1,839 Camps reported as being in good standing at time of
15.
last report, or a net gain of 81 Camps for the year.
There have been organized 4,374 Camps since the foundation of our
Hi.
Order.
17.
There has been a total of 1,930 Camps disbanded.
There has been 877 Camps suspended and not reinstated.
18.
19.
There has been 035 Camps suspended during the past year, and I
again desire to call the attention of this Encampment to this enormous loss
every year of Camps, which we see by comparison is 79 more than shown in
my last report.
20. There are 334 electors entitled to a vote at this Encampment but, the
The only Division,
rejiorts show that there will not lie over 200 in attendance.
A\ ashington, was reported as being in debt to Commander-in-Chief; correspondance is promptly attended to in all Divisions as is also sending out of
orders and rilling out requisitions.
My reports show that every Division has
its official Cap-mark on tile at Commandery-in-Chief headquarters.
The officers of the following Divisions were reported as not being famil
iar with the secret work of the Order. Alabama, Arkansas and California.
The eligibility clause is strictly enforced in all Divisions. Maine and
Maine
Massachusetts are the only ones who did not issue circulars to G. A.
and Pennsylvania report that the (}. A. K. are not in full sympathy with our
Order; all the rest report favorably upon this question.
The Ladies Aid Society have organizations in all but four Divisions;
California. Arkansas. Kentucky and Rhode Island. And while a large major
ity report it as being an advantage to our Order, others claim that there is not
any benefit derived from said organization. There seems to be such a large
14.

standing,

K
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difference of opinions upon this subject that it is impossible for me to make
any extended remarks either for or against the Aid.
Reports show that in fifteen Divisions the social feature predominates,
five the military, and in seven it is about equally divided.
From this
showing it would seem to indicate that the military featury is not on the in
crease, as many had hoped to see this year. Of course
cannot assign any
cause for this, but in the report of your Commandant upon this subject we
may secure some light.
In nearly all Divisions the uniform price of $15. is charged for a charter.
There is one exception. Arkansas
only charging SI 1, while Illinois, Michigan, Nebraska and Xew York charge
820. and Pennsylvania, by charging S5U, furnishes not only Camp packet, but
complete Camp outfit, so that every Camp mustered then "starts out with all
the necessary goods at once to commence their work and do not have to de
pend upon the G. A. R. or their friends to supply them.
The cost of this inspection was -S137.07, or $2.0i! more than last year, but
the result obtained more than equals the difference.
In concluding this portion of my report, I desire to thank the brothers
detailed by me to inspect headquarters
for the verv thorough and complete
manner in wrhich they discharged the duties assigned them, and believe their
work was such as to give this year a much more comprehensive report than
ever before obtained.
While some may take exceptions to the showing made,
they must bear in mind one thing, and that is. we have reported matters just as
they were found, and trust the defects will be remedied during the coming year.
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Again it becomes my unpleasant duty to call attention to the fact that the
inspection in most Divisions has not been as complete as we had hoped for.
Just 'what the reasons for this are I am unable to say, but firmly believe it is
largely due to the appointment of incompetent Assistant Inspectors
Once more I have to report that all Divisions have not made reports at all.
although strenuous efforts have been made to obtain them. The delinquents
are Montana and Oregon.
By looking over the reports it will be found that only 1,596 Camps were
The only Divisions in
inspected out of 2,264 reported in good standing.
which every Camp was inspected were New Hampshire. New Jersey and
Rhode Island, while Maine and Massachusetts had 98 per cent.. Kentucky
and Missouri only 25 per cent., Iowa and Ohio only 50 per cent. These facts
alone show that either Division Inspectors are not careful enough in selecting
their assistants, or the assistants are very lax in performing the duties as
signed them.
1.
Only 585 Cjmmanders, or 32.4 per cent., have perfectly committed
their ritualistic work. Massachusetts first, with 71.1; Maine second, 59.2, and
Rhode Island third, 50.1, while the Commanders of 240 Cimps have not com
mitted their work at all.
2.
There are 771 Senior Vice-Commanders
who have committed their
work, and 215 who have to depend upon Rituals entirely.
3.
There are 76S Junior Vice-Commanders who are perfect in their work,
and 267 who do not depend upon their memory at any time.
4.
Chaplains to the number of 731 have complied with the Constitution
by completely memorizing their work, while 344 do not do so.
5.
Sergeants of the Guard to the number of 696 do their work without
the assistance of the Ritual, or only 37.9 per cent, Washington leading with
58.1 per cent, Missouri being lowest with only 11.1 per cent., while there are
267 who do not pretend to do their work without asistance.
It seems to me
that quite a considerable improvement can be made in this respect, as noth
ing in the floor work so impresses a candidate as the perfect work of the Ser
geant of the Guard, and, on the other hand, if the candidate is a member of
in any imperfect way, it
any other Order: and this work is performed
does not leave any impression except that there is not much interest taken by
the chief floor officer, to get through his work as quickly as possible, and not
have to trust any to his memory.
It certainly shows considerable lack of in
terest upon the part of any officer when he will not take the trouble to com
mit his respective part, which at the most is not arduous duty.
6.
There are 946 officers who attend meetings regularly, in which Rhode
Island leads with 94.4 per cent., while Missouri ranks as the lowest with only
the
11.4 per cent., and from reports received it appears that 73 do not attend
meetings at all. The bad example set by officers in the matter of attendance
often tends to hasten the disbandment of their Camps, hence officers should
always be on hand promptly if they expect the members to keep up their in
terest.
In 469 Camps the members are regular in their attendance, while in
7.
142 Camps the attendance is very poor.
The rating this year is more equal
than the past, from the fact that a rating was made which Camps has to show
from their books to get first-class ratings.
Minnesota ranks first with 72.1 per cent.: Washington second. 71.1 per
cent.; Vermont lowest with only 6.1 per cent to their credit.
From reports received it is found that the records are complete and
8.
well kept in 1,220 Camps, Kansas leading with 97.8 per cent.. Massachusetts
with 92.6 per cent., w-hile Missouri lowest with only 11.9 per cent.,
.second
while in 35 Camps the records are very incomplete and poorly kept.
9.
Dues are promptly collected in 1.160 Camps, while in 102 Camps they
do so very irregularly: as shown by the reports.
In this New Hampshire
leads with 100 per cent.. Iowa second with 90.2 par cent., while once more
Missouri brings up in the rear with only 12.1 per cent.
10.
Bonds of the Quartermaster Sergeants are filled as prescribed by the
Constitution in 1.243 Camps. Massachusetts leading with 96.2 per cent, not a
single Division having met the requirements in this respect. The Cimp Coun
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oils not insisting upon the rUinsr of said bonds are vary negligent is more than
plain from the figures presented.
11.
Camp officars are prop3rly uniformad in only 667 Camps, while in (Kilt
Camps they are only partially so. and in many not at all.
In 747 Camps the officers wear their proper rank straps, while in 590
12.
Camps they are only partially equipped with same, Massachusetts leading
with 97.2. Rhode Island second with 94.4 per cent.
13.
Officers wear side arms in 691 Camps, while in 672 Camps they do not
do so: Massachusetts first with 93.5 per cent., Rhode Island second, 94.4 per
cent.
14.
Non-Commissionei officers are equipped with propar chevrons in 67<>
Camps, while in 664 Camps they are only partially.
15.
This question is one that gives has given less satisfaction than any
upon the blank, from the fact that it is so hard to get a correct answer to same.
In 6*57 Camps members are thoroughly uniformed, and in 424 they are not uni
formed.
This can be accounted for largely from the fact that in many Camps
a great many members claim that they cannot afford to buy a uniform.
Ac
cording to reports. New Hampshire must have every member uniformed, as
her rating is 100 per cent., with Colorado second. 92.6 per cent.
A badge is presented to recruits upon night of muster in 1.414 Camps
16.
and in 45 it is not. New Hamphsire and Massachusetts eaah rate 100 per cent..
Maine, Michigan and Vermont each rating 98 per cent., with several other
Divisions close behind them.
Regarding the reading of orders, etc., in the Camp room, and tiling
17.
same away in proper tiles, find it is attended to properly in 1.423 Camps, or in
K6.2 per cent., of the entire Order, and in 15 Camps they are not read at all.
Illinois, Massachusetts, Nebraska and Rhode Island each have a rating of 100
per cent.. Indiana having 99 per cent., and Vermont having 96.4 per cent.
18.
There are 1,216 Camp rooms properly equipped, and 93 not equipped
in any way, Massachusetts and Michigan each having 98 per cant., Rhode
Island, with 94 per cent., second.
1,501 Camps are reported as having forwarded all reports and dues to
19.
their respactive headquarters, and only 37 that have not done so. Tha tandancy of Camp officers seems to be to get their reports in promptly, but of course
this does not hold good in all cases, Massachusetts,
Minnesota. New Hamp
shire. New York. Ohio and Rhode Island each having a rating of 100.
20.
It is with a great deal of pleasure that once more can report a dacrease in the number of Camps who are in debt, there being only 99, as against
117 last year, Massachusetts
leading with 97.8 per cant.. New Hampshiie second
with H6 per cent.
21.
In the Divisions which have reported there are 41,851 members in
good standing, with an average of 23.6 members to a Camp, Massachusetts,
having an average of 36 members to a Camp, while in Arkansas the average
is only 14.
22.
There were 7.371! membars dropped during the year, or an average of
5.4 to each Camp inspected. Alabama having the highest average. 9. while the
following each averaged 6: Indiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania
and Washington.
23.
The total increase in Camps from all sources was 9.558, or an average
of 7.8 members to each Camp. This is a great improvement Over last year,
when there was a loss; whereas, this shows that there were more members
dropped than were mustered.
Of course this report does not include Camps
which have disbanded or died from other causes.
The total value of all properties owned by Camps throughout the Or
24.
der is 8249,349.60, or an average of 8159.19 to each Camp, New Jersey having
the highest average, 8597.70; Maryland second, 8311.76; Arkansas having the
lowest, 825.
25. We rind the cash in excass of all indebtedness to ba 867.403.53, or an
average of 832.46 to every Camp inspactsd, Pennsylvania leading with 8126.08,
Wisconsin the lowest, 81.74.
25.
The average amount charge! by Cimpj for due? is 82.32. Colorado
charging the most, their average being 81. while in South Dakota the average
is only 81.14.
27.
Tha averaga amount charged for muster fee is S 1.87, or 7 cants less
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than last year, the average in Ohio is still below that prescribed by the Consti
tution, being only 81.21. It would do well for Division Commanders to take
the last inspection and notify all that are now charging less than 81.50 for
muster of the provisions of the Constitution, and insist that such Camps at
once comply with said article; and, believe me, there are many who need such
a notice, hardly a Division being without such Camps.
There were 2,461 special meetings held last year. Quite a decrease
28.
from the year before.
29. It has been found necessary to relieve 1,031 members, Massachusetts
leading with 223. while Kentucky only relieved 1.
30. There has been expended for charity during the year 816.433.94. Penn
sylvania leading with 84,487..->4, while Kentucky only expended $5 in this way.
We find that in the Divisions of Arkansas. "California and Kentucky
31.
our auxiliary, the Ladies' Aid has not as yet taken root, but in all other
Divisions there are from 1 to 5'J Aids that are in existance, the total being 284.
There seems to be a dropping off in interest among the G. A. R.
32.
Only 933 Camps reporting that they are interested locally as against 1,156 last
year.
Only 552 Camps are reported as engaging in military drill. This is a
33.
very serious falling off if the reports are correct, there being over 1,000 so en
gaged last year according to that report.
24. There are 879 fully armed and equipped Camps in the Order, divided
in the different branches as follows: 40 Cavalry, 18 artillery and 821 as in

fantry.

ready at a moments
35. There are 12.806 members arni3d and equipped
notice to protect our country.
36. The average cost of inspecting Camps throughout the Order was 81.63
or 2 cents more than last year.
It once more becomes" my duty to call attention to the fact that while the
advancement has not been made in many respects, that we all had hoped for.
We find that slowly but surely the Order is seeking a more solid foundation
and we are only getting rid of the dead wood which is bound to creep into any
Order in the first few years of its organization and firmly believe by next
year considerable improvement will be shown in all departments.
It is with a great deal of pleasure that at this time I can publicly thank
the many Division Inspectors for the excellent manner in which they per
formed the duties pertaining to their office but in other cases I regret to call
Division Commanders" attention to the fact once more that they have no more
important position to fill than that of their inspector and should seek to ap
point only brothers who are competent to fill the same as some of the consoli
dated reports were not even footed correctly let alone the figuring of averages
etc.

It certainly can not be expected that the Inspector General should figure
all these forms in as much as he has enough work to do verifying the work
of his
sent him. Then again he has more figuring to do in the performance
duties than the Inspector of any single Division.
In closing this, my second annual report I cannot do so without thanking
the numerous members of the Order who have so promptly responded to my
every demand made upon them and the careful manner in which they perform
those duties.
To you General Hall. I desire to extend my sincere and heartfelt thanks
for the honor conferred upon me in appointing me to fill this position and the
uniform courtesy shown me at all times by both yourself and your immediate
staff.
Wishing my successor a continuanc? of the same favors by those with
whom he may have any dealings with; thanking you one and all for the close
attention given me. I am, with best wishes.
Henry Frazee, Inspector General.
Yours in F., C. & L.
The Commander-in-Chief: Unless there is objection the Report of the
Inspector General will go to the Committee on Officers' Reports.
The Chair
hears no objection, and it is so referred.
The next in order is the Report of the Judge Advocate General.
W. H. Russell, Acting Judge Advocate General, submitted and read the
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following report from the Judge Advocate General, W. Scott Beebe:

REPORT OF TDK JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL.
Portland, Oregon, Aug. 4,
Mania E. Hal!, Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S.A.:

18!>3.

I

Sir— Since my appointment you have requested and pursuant thereto
have forwarded to your office opinions in twenty-eight cases, copies of which
are hereto attached.
From these opinions as well as those of my predecessors it appears that
the law of th? Order is not generally understood, that offenses not cognizable
by the Sons of Veterans are often charged against members of the Order and
a fareial trial had thereon.
The records in court-martial submitted for examination generally are in
valid, either because the Court had no jurisdiction over the subject matter
charged, or because the record failed to show service upon the accused in cas
es where there was no appearance by or for him.
It cannot be expected that
all members of the Order are trained lawyers, yet a substantial compliance
with the law is not too much to expect of those in whose hands is reposed the
duty of enforcing it.
Nearly all of the important questions that can arise have I think been
settled by a series of opinions and decisions, of this and prior administrations,
and should be adhered to, and this authority should be in the hands of those
having authority, and whose duty it is to enforce the law.
recommended therefor a compilation of all decisions to date in one vol
ume, and of all opinions to date in a separate volume.
desire to express to you my thanks for your courtesy and kind mention so
frequently expressed, and to those in authority whom i" have always found
prompt and courteous,
I remain yours in F. C. & L.,

I
I

Vf .

Scott Beebe,

Judge Advocate Generai.

OPINIONS.
Opinion I.
You ask "Can

our Order?"
Clearly such

the son of a daughter

Portland, Ore., September 1, 1892.
of a Veteran become a member of

a person is eligible under Art. V., of the Constitution, which
provides that "All male descendents not less than Eighteen (18) years of age of
deceased or honorably discharged soldiers, sailors or mariners, who served in
the Union Army or Navy during the Civil war of I8'il-18i>3, shall be eligible
to membership, "provided that no person shall be eligible who has ever been
convicted of any infamous crime, or who has, or whose father has ever
borne arms against the Government of the United States."
The son of a daughter of a Veteran is a " male descendant "of a Veteran.
The word descendent " has of ten been the subject of Judicial Construc
tion, and is held to include a son, grandson, or other descendent to the remot
est degree.

Opinion

II.

September 9,

18i»2.

Division Commander Smith of Pennsylvania submits, and you refer for
an opinion this question, viz:
" Should the name of a rejected applicant be
published in Division orders?"
See. ti.. Art. II., of the Constitution as revised at St. Joseph. Mo., provided
that " The name of a rejected applicant shall be forwarded to Division head
quarters immediately by the Captain and entered on the black book of the
'
Camp with the date of rejection.
The evident purpose of this Section was to require the Captain to furnish
official information to Division headquarters of the fact of the applicants
rejection, and to make a record thereof, for future reference in case the ap

oi'ixioxs.

8!l

plicant aajain api)lied for admission, but at Minnsapolis this Section was
stricken out and the present Section substituted.
This significant action of the Encampment at Minneapolis in thus sweep
ing away all authority for such record and official notification, is practically
equivalent to an express declaration that no such record shall be kept, and
that no official information of the fact of rejection shall be furnished to Divis
ion headquarters, or officially recognized.
Any information of the means and cause of rejection is expressly prohib
ited by Art. XV., of the Camp Constitution, and the theory of the whole Con
stitution seems to be that the name and fact of rejection shall not be divulged
or made the subject of official reference.
The organization would not be benefited, and the good name of a deserv
ing (although unsuccessful) applicant might be seriously injured by the circu
lation of an order containing a covert insinuation of his unfitness.
For the reasons above given I am of the opinion that the nam? of a per
son coupled with a statement of his rejection should not appear in Division
orders.

Opinion

I

III.

September 20,

18«2.

herewith return the record of court-martial in the case of A. F. Aumiller
of W. S. Hancock Camp No. 4t Division of Pennsylvania, with an opinion as
to the " regularity and legality of the proceedings and sentence of the Court, "
in accordance with your order of September 13, 1892.
Sec. 4., Art. VI., Rules and Regulations expressly provides
that, " A copy
of the charges and a notice of the time ane place of holding the Court must be
served by the Judge Advocate upon the accused either personally, five (5) days
before the date fixed for the Court, or by mail, addressed to his (the accused)
last known place of residence, at least ten (10) days before that time, and the
Judge Advocate shall incorporate in the Record, proof of service upon the ac
cused.-'

The record discloses affirmatively that the accused did not voluntarily ap
pear in, or submit to jurisdiction of the Court, consequently the power and
jurisdiction of the Court to investigate and determine the question of his
guilt depends upon the sufficiency of the proof of service.
This return the Judge Advocate has made a part of the Record and is as
follows, viz:

AVii.LiAMsroRT, Pa., Aug. 22. 1892.
did duly notify the accused brother, A. F. Aumil
ler by mail at least twelve ( 12) days before the Court convened, on my honor
as a member of the Order of S. of V.,
J. C. Ui.ricii, Judge Advocate.
This proof of service is radically defective; it is silent as to every essen
tial fact, the Court could not determine from this return that "a copy of the
charges "and "a notice of the time and place of holding Court," had been
" served"
upon the accused five, or any number of days before the date fixed
for the Court by mail "addressed to his last known place of residence."
The Judge Advocate says that he "did duly notify the accused," but that
is merely his conclusion of what he did, and upon which it is not competent
for him to express an opinion."
It is his duty and province to recite in his return or proof of service ex
actly what he did, he must state the facts, and then it is the duty of the Court
to decide whether the facts stated show a valid service upon the accused.
No Court can render a valid judgement or decree against a defendant who
does not appear, when the jurisdiction depends upon proof of service like this.
The proceedings and sentence of the Court are therefore merely void, and
of no effect whatever.
This is to certify that

1

Opinion IV.
Yours containing an inquiry by Division Commander
presents this question for my opinion, viz:

November 7, 1 S'.*2.
McGuire of Indiana
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former member of a Camp who has been dropped from the roll
pay arrears of dues in addition to the muster fee?"
Sec. 4., Art. IV., Rules and Regulations provides that he can be reinstated
only by the Camp which dropped him. which must be done in the manner pro
vided by Sec. 1 and 7, of Art. II., Chap. II., of Camp Constitutions.
Under those sections he comes in as a new member, and the Camp has no
power to impose terms on him that do not apply to all applicants. When he
is dropped from the rolls he ceases to be a member; he is without the Order
and owes it no allegiance, and the Order has no jurisdiction over him— it can
require nothing of him. and he is not subject to any order emanating from any
authority within the Order.
In my opinion he omes into the Camp as a new member, and upon the
Must

a

of membership

same terms.

Opinion V.

November 5, 1802.
herewith return papers inre A. F. Aumiller.
There is only one way to proceed in cases like this and the record must
show a compliance with Constitutional provisions.
The proof of service should not appear in the evidence — it should be done
in the ordinary and established way.
The party who serves the accused should write out his return of serviceshould state what he did. and the Court can then determine its sufficiency.
The Judge Advocate testifies that he sent the notice (I suppose of the
time and place of trial) and a copy of the charges and specifications to the ac
cused by mail to his last known address.
The Constitution says it shall be addressed to the accused last know place
of residence.
The accused may have a residence at one place and his postottice address
may be at another -therefore, the loose statement contained in this record
does not satisfy the Constitution.
With a written return conforming to the Constitution as I have explained,
the record then probably would show a regular judgment against the accused.

I

Opinion VI.

November 7, 1892.
In the matter of Edward W. Stear of Camp No. 16B, Division of Illinois.
The record in this case is defective in as much as it does not appear that
the Court was ordered by the proper otlicer, the order which appears in the
If the record in this particular is cor
record is not signed by the Commander.
rected I think the judgment of the Court should be sustained.

Opinion

November 7, 1892.
VII.
The inquiry of Division Commander Angew of Kansas presents this ques
tion, viz:
When a charter for a Camp is applied for and regularly granted and the

charter fee paid, and the Camp is not mustered, can the money thus paid be
refunded ?
The Charter fee when paid becomes the property of the Order, and its ap
plication is provided for by the Constitution: there is no provision for its re
The charter was approved and grant
turn in case the Camp is not mustered:
ed at the instance of the applicants who voluntarily paid the usual fee re
The consideration on the part of the Order is performed.
quired in such cases.

Opinion

VIII.

Commander

Drew, Division

November

of Minnesota

asks — " When

Commander has taken a transfer
card from his Camp
'
aank as a Division officer?

7, 1892.

Junior Vice-

does he still retain

his

OPINIONS.
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This question is substantially answered in decision XVII., of Commanderin-Chief weeks. Asking for and" receiving a transfer card from a Camp in no
way affects his rank as a Division officer. This is practically the holding in
that decision with which I concur.

Opinion IX.

November 8, 1892.
The court-martial in the case against J. II. Sturgeon of Col. W. C. Lewis
Camp Division of Ohio, is herewith returned for correction.
Theaccused did not appear, and the record is silent upon the subject of
service on him of a copy of the charges, and a notice of the time and place of
holding the Court.
Unless such service was made the proceedings of the Court is a nullity.
If the service was made in accordance with Sec. 4, Art. VI., Chap. V..
Rules and Regulations, and the proof of such service is made a part of the
Record, then the sentence of the Court should be approved.

Opinion X.

November 8, 1892.
The record in the court-martial against Jamss R. Quinlin of Camp No 75,
Division of Ohio, should be corrected by making the order appointing the
Court a part of the record.
When this correction is made the sentence of the Court should be ap
proved.

Opinion XI.

I

November

8, 1892.

that the findings and sentence of the court in tne
court-martial of W. M. Lowes of Albert E. Martin Camp No. 4*54 Division of
Ohio, be approved.
hereby recommend

Opinion

November 12, 1892.
XII.
The record in the case against J. A. Wagner, of General Custer Camp. No.
95. Division of Nebraska, fails to show any service upon the accused of a copy
of the charges and a notice of the time and place of holding the Court.
This is an imperative requirement in every case where the record does not
show an appearance by or for the accused.
If this record is corrected so as to conform to Sec. 4., Art. VI., Chap. V., it
is a proper case for affirmance.

Opinion

XIII.

November 2f>, 1892.
Oberdorf of the Division of New York asks, and you request
a construction of Sec. 3 and 4. of Art IV., of General
Rules and Regulations.
"'
First -A member reported "suspended
pursuant to Sec. 3, does not there
by cease to be a member of the Order, he is merely precluded from partici
"
While so " suspended
pating in the affairs of the Order.
he is ineligible to
any office in the Order, and will not be permitted to enter any Camp room
while the Camp is in session, but he is not without the Order, the Cam]) has
not lost its jurisdiction over him. and may by its action remove his disability
during the time when by this Section
he is merely " suspended.-'
"'
■■
—
A member dropped " under the conditions recited in Sec. 4 of
Second
Art. IV., ceases to be a " member,
the Camp looses
all authority over him
"
and he owes it no allegiance, he is not a "member and can only become one
by a compliance with Sees, one ( I ) and seven (7) of Art. two (2), Chap, two (2)
of the Camp Constitution.
Commander

Opinion XIV.
This question is submitted for my opinion, viz:

"If a

camp does not sus
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a member In accordance with Sec. 3, Art. IV.. of General Kales and
Regulations, and at the end of the year the same member is in arrears twelve
months in the payment of his dues," can the Camp legally drop said member
from the roll of membership." Sec. 4 of the same Art. provides that "any mem
ber of a Camp who is one year in arrears in the payment of his dues shall be
dropped from the roll of membership."
The positive and mandatory provision of this Section is that any member
of a Camp who is one year in arrears in the payment of his dues shall hi
dropped, and this section contains no exception, but as it says any m?»tW who
is delinquent one year shall be dropped.

[tend

Sees. 3 and 4 do not conflict,

and Sec.

4

must have

full

elTect and operation

notwithstanding the provisions of Sec. 3 have not been complied with.
It follows therefore that any member who is one year in arrears in the
payment of his dues, can lawfully, and should be "dropped."

No.

Opinion XV.
In the matter of
414.

In

December
the court-martial

Division of Ohio:

of D. C. Griffen of T.

C.

20, 18<t2.

Ryan Camp

this case it appears from the record that the accused had violated the
Criminal Laws of the State.
Rut "the record fails to show a valid sentence. It appears therefrom that
'•
notice
was sent to the accused by letter, addressed to him, but it does not appear,what the notice contained, and in much as there was no appearance by the
accused there is no presumption that it was a proper notice.
The accused should have been served with a " copy of the charges "-and "a
notice of the time and place of holding the Court." OPIXJUX
contains a
conclusive argument against records of this character and the doctrine there
enunciated should be followed in all cases where there is no appearance for
the accused.
If this record is amended and made to conform with this opinion in my
judgment the sentence of the Court is right.

III

Opinion XVI.

December

20, 1892.

The sentence of the Court in the court-martial proceedings againgt C. A.
Crull of .Joe Hooker Camp, No. 17, Division of Iowa, is a proper one for ap
proval.

Opinion

XVII.

December

21.

1802.

of W. O. Shattuck of Holbrook, Cim? No. 2i>1, Division of Iowa
does not warrant the sentence imposed.
Sec. 4 of Art., VI.. of General Rules and Regulations, specifies that except
as otherwise therein provided, courts-martial "shall be governed in their mode
of proceeding and rules of evidence, by the procedure and practice of the Fed
eral Courts of the United States."
In this case the charges and specifications are vague and uncertain and do
not state the facts with that definiteness and certainty that is necessary when
an accused person is called upon to answer for an offense committed, and fails
to satisfy the requirements of an indictment or information.
Shattuck was not proceeded against because he was of bad character yet
an attempt was made to show that fact.
He was not a witness and was not
represented, and there is no principle or precedent that warrants such evidence
in support of a charge like this.
An attempt was also made to show by hearsay testimony that Shattuck ad
mitted taking the money, the person to whom the admission was made was
The

case

not called as a witness, but a person to whom he repeated the admission testi
fied to the fact as it was related to him— such testimony is not competent, and
establishes no fact.
The record also fails to disclose that the accused was legally notified.
This must appear in the record and should show a timely service of "a copy of
the charges" and "a notice of the time and place of holding the Court."

0PIX10XS.
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March

31, 1803.

is presented for my opinion, viz: "Can a ('amp that has
become a
disbanded or surrendered its Charter, ever under any circumstances
Camp again ?"
Substantially this question was the subject of opinion XXII, by Judge
Advocate General Griftin, in which he says—" When a Camp surrenders its
Charter it ceases to exist; it is extinct, and the same Charter cannot be again
conferred on any Camp."
This construction is correct, and if those who were members of the de
funct Camp desire and are eligible they may form a new Camp pursuant to
Sec 1, Art., I., of Chapter II.. but the surrendered Charter can have no opera
tion in the formation of another Camp, for "no Camp shall be recognized by
the Sons of Veterans unless acting under a legal and unforfeited Charter.'"

This question

Opinion- XIX.
March 31, 1893.
My opinion is asked concerning this question, viz: " 'When a Camp is al
lowed to become delinquent for two or three years and no express revocation
of its Charter has been made, may that Camp pay the back tax and continue
as a Camp?"
Clearly it cannot: The ease is governed by See. 5. Art. IV., of Chap. V„
which provides that " All Camps that have failed for one year or more to
make their quarterly reports and pay their per capita tax shall be considered
disbanded and their" Charter shall be revoked by the Division Commander.
The employment in this section of the words " shall be considered disband
ed," is equivalent to a provision that such Camps shall cease to exist; shall be
come extinct, and shall not thereafter have recognition as a Camp for any pur
the existance of the Camp is terminated by this section and
pose whatever:
not by the formal revocation of its Charter by the Division Commander, whose
action is intended to furnish evidence that such Camp had ceased to exist.
The non-action of the Division Commander therefore does not altect the quession, and cannot prolong or continue the authority of the Camp beyond the
time limited by said action, by force of which the Camp is disbanded "and the
Charter ceases to be operative; and it cannot be revived.
This opinion ac
cords with many prior ones involving similar questions.

Opinion XX.

March 31. 1893.
The court-martial proceedings against Frank Koahr. of Camp Xo. 97, Diuision of Minnesota, furnished me does not contain the full record, but suffi
cient appears to show that the sentence of the Court is not warranted.
After sentencing the accused to pay a fine of s?7 and costs, the court fur
ther adjudges that in case the same is not paid within twenty days from
March I, 1S93, "then brother Roahr shall be dishonorably discharged from the
Order."
The payment of a fine cannot be forced or coerced by a sentence that the
accused shall be dishonorably discharged in the event the tine is not paid.
He may be fined in a proper case or he may be dishonorably discharged
but he cannot be both fined and dishonorably discharged by the same
sentence is imposed it must be positive, direct
sentence, and whatever
and certain, pnd not in the alternative.
In my opinion the offense as charged is not one cognizable by the Order.
In my judgment the sentence should not be approved.

Opinion XXI.

April

12, 1893.

On October 8. 1892. Louis Chiquoine of Anna M. Ross Camp Xo. 1, Divis
This sen
ion of Pennsylvania, was sentenced to be dishonorably discharged.

tence should not be approved because,
The Order appointing the court-martial does not appoint a day of trial
1.
fir a time when the Court is required to convene.
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2. It does not appear from the
the notice
required
by Sec. 4,
that the accused did not appear in
cumstances the sentence is void.
Unless there was an appearance
sentence can be imposed, unless the
above referred to was served in the

record that the accused was served with
Chap. V. The record discloses
Under these cir
person or by attorney.

Art. VI.,

by or on behalf of the accused no valid
record affirmatively shows that the notice
manner and within the time provided in

Sec. 4.
3.

Sec. 4 also provides that courts-martial unless otherwise therein pro
vided "shall be governed in their mode of proceeding and rules of evidence, by
the procedure and practice of the Federal Courts of the United States.'
The offense is not charged with that certainty which is required in an in
dictment in the Federal Courts but if it is assumed that the offense is properly
charged then the judgment of the Court is not sustained by the evidence.
The evidence instead of supporting the charge that the accused "feigned
sickness for the purpose of obtaining benefits" under the provision of the ByLaws of the Camp, legitimately tends to establish the fact that he was sick
although not incapaeited
for work. The Camp also regularly paid the
accused eleven payments of four dollars (84) each, upon the theory that he
was sick and was entitled to it because of that fact.
Presumably the report of investigating committee was to the effect that
he was sick and entitled to the benefits received.
It does not appear that the accused imposed upon the Camp or any Com
mittee, or that he fraudently pretended to be sick when he was not so in fact,
fraud or bad faith cannot be' presumed.
Much of the testimoney is hearsay and obviously should not be consid
ered.
The legitimate testimony found in the record does not establish the charge
against the accused and the sentence should not be approved.

Opinion XXII.
May 4. 1893.
E. F. Heller was granted a transfer-card from Lincoln Camp No. 7, Divis
ion of Minnesota.
The Cam]) reported that fact to Division headquarters September 30th.
1892.

Heller afterwards anplied for admission to a camp and was rejected.
Heller now demands that the Commander of that Division communicate

the new password and countersign to him.
The Commander refuses to comply with Heller's request, and he is right.
Heller has no right to demand the countersign and password from the Divis
ion Commander; and it was rightly refused.

Opinion

XXIII.

The sentence of Frank Alden of Cam])

88,

May lfi. 1893.
Division of Iowa, is not sup

ported by the record in his case.
It does not appear therefrom that a copy of the charges, and notice of the
time and place of holding the Court were served upon him pursuant to Section
4, Article VI, Chapter 5— Rules and Regulations,
The record does disclose the
fact that the accused did not appear either in person or by any representative.
In such a case the record must affirmatively show a compliance with the
section above referred to. Service will not be presumed to have been made.
the record is corrected in accordance with this opinion the sentence can
properly be approved.

If

Opinion XXIV.
May 18. 1893.
The record of the trial of Edward Gilbert of Ellis Camp No. 9, Division of
Pennsylvania, presents a proper case for approval.
The evidence generally tends to support the charge contained in first
specification.
And in as much as the Court heard the witnesses testify and
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have found the accused guilty, its sentence should not be reversed
finding is clearly against the weight of the evidence.

Opinion XXV.

June

unless

the

6, 1893.

The record in the case of Oscar Streeter of Camp 15, Division of Minne
sota, discloses the fact that he did not appear, nor was he represented by any
person at any time during the pendancy of the proceedings against him.
The proof of service upon the accused is as follows, viz: "Served by mail
May I, 1893, \V. II. Bohannan, Judge Advocate."
This proof of service is radically defective in not stating the facts consti
tuting the same. This has long been the opinion of this department and is cor
rect in principle and should be adhered to.
There is also in the record a letter which purports to have been written by
the accused, and in it he states that he had received notice of his trial, but
this is not a sufficient admission of service.
In order to operate as such it
should state the kind of notice, and also the time, place and manner of its
reception.

Upon the showing made therefore, the Court was not authorized to pro
with the trial, and the findings and sentence of the Court cannot be held
sufficient unless the Judge Advocate "incorporates in the record proof of ser
vice upon the accused."' The record can be corrected in this respect, but still
it would avail nothing because no offense cognizable by the Sons of Veterans
ceed

has been charged against the accused.
The first charge is that the accused did "on or about the 5th day of April.
A. D. 1893, take another man's wife and leave the country with her without
the consent or knowledge of her husband," and this it is claimed consti
tutes a "scandalous crime against the laws of the land,"
do not think so:
And while the allegation is suspiciously colored, the accused may have done
everything that is therein alleged against him and yet be innocent of any
crime or of an intent to commit a crime; the acts charged are not inconsistent
with innocence and morality, and may occur and amount to nothing more
than the courteous attention of an escort.
The evidence strongly tends to establish the facts and is probably suffi
cient to show, that the accused was guilty of and offense for which he should
have been dishonorably discharged, provided he had been charged with the
offense that was established by said evidence, but he was not so charged.
In order to sustain a finding of guilty the accused must be aptly charged
with an offense cognizable by the Sons of Veterans, and the evidence must
legitimately tend to establish the offense thus charged.
The accused cannot be charged with one offense and be convicted by
proof that he committed another and entirely different crime — nor can he be
legally found guilty by proof ol some crims whan none is chargei against him.
In this case the facts alleged not constituting a crime "against the laws of
the land" nor an offense "cognizable by the Sons of Veterans" he should have
been found "not guilty''.
In the second charge the specification of facts is subject to the same ob
jection, it contains substancially all that is alleged in the first charge and then
adds that the accused "did leave without leave of absense being on staff of
Tracy Camp Xo. 15 as Color Sargeant and taking Sargeant Chevrons with him
not having resigned or reported."
The Order appointing the Court was made April 29, 1893, and the accused
is charged with leaving April 5, 1893, but it does not appear from this aver
ment that the accused appropriated property not his own or to which he was
not entitled.
The accused was not required to obtain leave of absence or resign merely
because he passed without the limits of the country and no presumption will
operate against him because he did not report or resign within the short period
of twenty-four days.
The evidence shows that the accused has committed a crime for which he
should be tried and if found guilty he should be dishonorably discharged.

I
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Opinion XX VI.
In the record of the proceedings
tain of John C. Fremont Camp Xo.

June

8, 1893.

against Shelton T. Cameron Past-Cap
38, Division of Maryland, it appears that
a trial was had and after careful consideration
by the Court the accused was
found "not guilty."
The findings of the Court were approved bv the Division Commander
April. 26. 1893.
I have carefully considered the evidence and am of the opinion that the
findings should be approved.
Very little of the testimony is competent or ma
terial and consists largely of hearsay statements, and the'weight of the testi
mony that is material fully warranted the Court concluding as it did.

Opinion

XXVII.

July

31, 1893.

The opinion of Judge Advocate Carpenter of the Division of K. I., dated
July 13. WSA, is submitted for my examination and opinion.
Concerning the first question presented in the opinion. I do not think a re
sort to equity is necessary in order to recover the sum mentioned in the bond
from the obligator.
A resort to equity will not be permitted if the remedy at

a

is"

law is adequate.
The bond attached to the opinion authorized the person to whom the bond
runs to recover the amount in an action at law, and when collected he holds
it in trust for the Camp. This is the plain intent and legal affect of the obli
gation.
Concerning the second question-1 think the words "to hold in trust" in
the bond in no legal sense afiects the obligations of the person executing it or
the rights of the person to whom the bond is made payable.
I agree with the Judge Advocate respecting the third proposition that it
is not necessary to pay a money consideration to the obligator in order to insure
the validity of "the bond, nor
the recitation of
money consideration in the
bond necessary.

Opinion XX VII

approval.

a

I

it

I.

2,

1893.
August
From the record in the case against James L. Christv, Camp 70, Division
of Minnesota,
appears that he appeared in person at the trial -made a de
fense — was found guilty- and dishonorably discharged bv sentence of the
Court.
The charges against Christy and the sentence of the Court are probably
sufficient, and having been found guilty upon testimony which tend to sup
think the case proper one for
port the charges and to warrant the findings
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The Commander-in-Chief: Is there objection to the reference of the
Report of the Judge Advocate General to the Committee on Oflicers' Reports'?
The Chair hears none, and it is so referred.
The next report is that of the Surgeon General.
Surgeon General Wilcox submitted and read the following Report:
SURGEON GENERAL WILCOX'S REPORT.

Headquarters Commandery-in-Chief,"]

Sons ok Veterans, U. S. A.
Surgeon General's Department.
New York, Aug. 5, 1892.

To

i
f

J

and Members of the Twelfth Annual Meetinq of the Commundery-inChitf, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

the Officers

Brothers- -For

the first time in the history of this Department the an
can be made that a report has been, secured from every Division.
In placing before you my report, which is based upon the facts submitted to
me by the Division Surgeons. I have kept in mind the words of l'ast Comman
der-in-Chief Abbott, that, this Department was organized "not so much for the,
purpose of obtaining data of the health of the Order as it was to ascertain the
strength of the Order for military purposes in case the Sons of Veterans
should be asked to respond to a call to arms in defense of our country as our
fathers were in '61, and also to procure statistics that might be useful to the
Encampment should it see fit to formulate a scheme for life insurance under
the auspices of the Order".
A report, dealing with statistics, to be of the highest value should be com
plete, that is, each Division Surgeon should have before him for tabulation the
The causes
required data from every Camp in good standing in his Division.
which have operated to prevent this result will be considered at another places
That a perfect report from a Division Surgeon is not impossible is proven, for
five Divisions have presented such reports.
1 wish, at this time to commend
the energy and ability of those Division Surgeons who have filed complete re
ports, they are Majors "William E. Schreiter of New Hampshire, James T. Wel
lington of Massachusetts, Robert R. Walker of Maryland, I. W. Starr of Ala
bama and Tennessee and S. Howard Donohue of Rhode Island.
nouncement

The statistical report js as follows:
Number members mustered
Number In good standing
Number in state militia
Number in U. S. army
Number in ('. S. navy
Number of deaths within one year —
Number of cases of sickness
Number of injuries
Total number of weeks i from sickness
sickness of all members i from injury..
Number of members able to bear arms. ..
Number of members over 45 years of age
Age of oldest member i Wis. and 111.I —
Average age of all members
Number of unmarried members
Number of widowers. . ..
Number of married members
N umber of foreign born
Number of G. A. R. members
Number of clergy men
Number of physicians
Number of lawyers

59.919
37,331
1.269
88
19
246
1.756
402
6.785
1.260
36.223
620
71
24 4-5
23.387
503
13,441
200
929
132
319
387

Number of teachers
Number of literary men
Number of artists
Number of merchants
Number or farmers
Number of clerks and book-keepers
Number of mechanics
Numlier of printers
Number of students
Number of salesmen
Number nf telegraph operators
Numlier of miners
Number of skilled laborers
Number of laborers
Number of railroad conductors
Number of engineers
Number of musicians
Miscellaneous
Number of camps in divisions
Number of camps reporting
Number of divisions
Number of divisions reporting

'
,

•»

loj"

f

J'™
.'tZ

4.17a
5.J72
887
i-O™

jjjl
*»s
g»J>
2.675
5-»"s

lw

433
444
2.08ft
1,33a
30
so

In examining this report we find that the oldest Division in point of aver
age age is New "i ork (30.8 years) while the youngest is Minnesota (22 years.)
The average age is 24 4-5 , having been for the last five years as follows: 1889,
24; 1890, 24; 1891, 24J£; 1892, 24 1-5; 1893, 24 4-5. Our oldest member, having
been 68 until 1891, is now 71 years old and he is claimed by both Wisconsin and
Illinois.
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Our death and sickness rate Is as follows:
Death rate i>er thousand
Weeks sickness per thousand

1889 1890 1891 1892 1893
5.71
216

6.04
206

5.36
201

Not only has our death rate but also our disability from sickness
year lias exceeded the mean for the past five years.
These rates are compared with those of the Regular Army
the following table:

8.75
207

6.59
215

for the

are shown in

i!

-So-*

Dt-iit lis from nil cause-..
Death rale per thousand

42.099
37.331
246
6.59
56.315
1.5

fig
26.460
23 269
213
8.05
356.762
15.3

It is now five years since this department was organized and I believe that
it is time that we institute a comparison of the results of these reports. These
following charts will show at a glance the variations of the statistics for the
first five years.

a

-

\

Pk^
1

pi
in
IS

1
■

VITAL STATISTICS

L'nart J. Line 1-1, number of members mustered.
Q. 1.
(.Scale. 1 inch.
2-2, number of members in good standing.'
0 2
10 *W members.
3 3. number of members abie to bear arms.
Q. 10. f
- 4 4, number with military training.
(J. 3, 4, 5, 18. / Scale. 1 Inch
" 5 5. number over 45 years of age.
Q. II.
|"1.000 members.
Chart II. Line 1-1. number davssiekness of membfrs. Q. 9. I „ ,
,
.
■•
Scale' 1 lnch-10.000.
2-2. number members in good standing.
Q. 2. f
■' 3-3. number
cases of sickness.
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I
Q.
••
4-4. number cases of injury.
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Q. 8.
•' 6-6,
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Chart IV, Line 11. Laborers.
2 2. Aitricullural.
■■ 3-3.
•• 4-4,
"
6-6,
6 «.
"
7-7.
"
S 8.

Q. 33. 31. 35.
Q. 2i.
.Mercantile.
Q. 25, 2", 31.
Trades. Q. 23, 29.
Eiucitlontl.
Q 2!. 21, 21. 3). 3*.
Miscellaneous. Q, 33.
Transportation.
Q. 32. 31. 37.
Professional. Q. 1J. 21, 21.

1

]
}■Snle, 1 lnch-2,003.
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ILLUSTRATED

CHARTS.

Shows that the number of members in good standing is becom
proportion to the total number of members mustered, and inferthe "staying"' qualities of our members are improving. The re
number of members in good standing towards that of members
able to bear arms is a pretty constant one. The number of those who hava
had military training, in the militia, Army, Kavy and members of the G. A.
H. is steadily increasing, although at the same time the number of members
who have passed the military age. 45 vears, having steadily increa:-ed until
this year, has now fallen off. Our average of 24 4-5 years is good evidence
that "we have plenty of lighting material for many years" yet to come.

Chart I.
ing larger in
entially that
lation of the

Chart II. As was mentioned before, our total number of disability from
sickness and injury is increasing, although the actual nnmber of cases (if sick
ness and of iujury has absolutely diminished. The death rate is less than last
year.

III.

Shows that the number of widowers and married members are
The increase of married members has been accompanied by a
corresponding decrease of the unmarried, a fact which argues well for the
perpetuity of the Order. In two Divisions only, New York and Conneticut,
are the married members more numerous than the unmarried.

Chart

increasing.

IV. Giving the vocations as classified, presents several features of
The number of those engaged in the professions, transportation, ag
ricultural and mercantile pursuits and in the trades is increasing, the greatest
gain being in the mercantile.
The laborers and those engaged in educational
in number.
This year there are a greater number
matters have deminished
Chart

interest.

classified as miscellaneous.
As the comparison for the past five years has been carried out
believe
we can find it in much cause for congratulation, as regards our military effi
ciency, vital statistics, social conditions and vocations.
The question which has been uppermost in my mind for the past five
months, for it was only by unremitting hard work and vigorous correspond
ence during this time that reports were secured from every Division, has been
how to secure completeness and accuracy.
That every Camp is not represent
ed in my report is not entirely due to the incompetence or negligence of
Division Surgeons for the Division Commanders certainly ought to take a por
tion of the blame. It is quite evident that Camps have been represented in
Division Encampments which have not filed reports with the Division Sur
geon. The Division Commander certainly ought not to allow this violation of
Art. IV., Sec. 2, page 52, Constitution, Rules and Regulations. Again the
Commander is alone to blame for incompetent Division Surgeons for they are
his own appointments.
Of course, a Division Commander may be deceived in
an appointee as was the case in the New York Division this vear. Fortunate
ly, the incoming Division Surgeon, Edward L. Ayme M. 1). by diligent work
has been able to render a satisfactory report within two weeks.
Further, some Commanders have been dilatory in forwarding the proper
blanks to Camps, in fact the best reports were received from those Divisions
where the Surgeon attended to that matter himself. That matters in the Di
visions need looking after is shown by the fact that only seven Divisions, Illi
nois, Maine, Michigan, Montana, >.e\v York, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin
have reported every year since the establishment of this Department.
Com
manders would publish in their Orders that Captains who do not forward the
Surgeon"s report are guilty of disobedience to Orders and are liable to a
court-martial, as one Division Commander did this year, there would be a
marked improvement in the standing of Divisions.
I do not consider it necessary that the Division Surgeon should be a physi
cian, although there are physicians in every Division.
Nor do 1 consider it
advisable to add a Camp Surgeon to the list of officers of the already too much
office-red (for their average size) Camp.
The present personal is satisfactory,

I

If
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could incompetent

Division Commanders,

Surgeons and Captains be eliminat

ed.

Although it is possible to punish delinquents under the existing Consti
tution, Kules and Regulations, it seems proper that they should detine, explic
itly, the duties of certain officers.

I

therefore recommend certain

CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION,

RULES AND REGULATIONS.

Page 14, Art. VIII.. Sec. I. Tc be so amended that it shall be explicitly
stated to be the duty of the Camp Commander to make out and forward to
the Division Surgeon the Surgeon's report, when ordered by the Division Com
mander.
Page 30, Art. V., Sec. 5. To be so amended that it shall be explicitly
stated to be the duty of the Division Surgeon to tabulate the Surgeons' reports
to Camp Commanders
in a report to the Division Encampment and also to
tabulate said reports and forward said Division Surgeon's report to the Sur
geon General when ordered.
Page 42. Art. V„ Sec, 7. To be so amended that it shall be explicitly stat
ed to be the duty of the Surgeon General to tabulate all reports of Division
Surgeons in a report to the Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Page 52. Art. IV.. Sec. 1. To be so amended that failure of the Di
vision Surgeon to report fr.im all Camps in good standing shall exclude that
Division from the Commandery-in-Chief.
Page 52. Art. IV.. Sec. 2. To be so amended that failure of Camp Com
mander to report to Division Surgeon shall exclude that Camp from the Divis
ion Encampment.
It is an anomaly that the Ritual does not provide, specifically for the ob
ligations of the officers of the Medical Department.
Although there is an ob
ligation in general to perform their duties. I think that an especial obligation
should be administered.
I would therefore recommend certain

CHANGES IN RITUAL
Page 152. First Section should include among the reports, the report to
the Division Surgeon.
Page 3t>. after Sec. 5, Should be inserted a charge which could be used for
Division Surgeons and Surgeon General, such section should specify his duties
and particularly in regard to his reports.
In appendix II.. and III.. I have added explanatory matter to forms 47 and
In appendix I., will
4S which will add to the accuracy of the data furnished.
be found a Roster of the Medical Department.
announce that one of my predecessors. Surgeon
It is with deep regret
General Emil A. Brackelow. M. D. of New York City, died in Colorado on May
23, 1S93.
We all knew his faithful work in Camp, Division and Commanderyin-Chief. He served diligently and with success as Division Surgeon of New
York, and as Surgeon General upon the start' of Generrl Griffin. Although
knowing that he was stricken with a painful and incurable disease, he con
scientiously performed his duty. He died as he had lived, a loyal Son of a

I

Veteran.

In closing this report I desire to express my appreciation of the pleasant
relations which have existed with the other members of the personal start' of the
Commander-in-Chief, and I would especially record my gratitude for the tirm
determination of General Marvin E. Hall in enforcing the proper discipline in
the Order and for his valuable counsel in conducting the ar.airs of this De
Respectfully submitted in F. C. and L.
partment.
Reynold Webb Wilcox, M. D.
Surgeon General.
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Appendix I.
ROSTER OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT,
Surgeon General,

brigadier general reynold webb wilcox,
DIVISION

m.

d.,

S.

V., U.

S.

A.

l. l. d.. new york city.

9UROEOK8.

Alabama and Tennessee. Major I. W. Starr. Btrmlngton, Ala.
Arkansas. Major Sterling P. Gammlll. M. 1).. Subrosa. Ark.
California. Major W. H. Cook. M. D.. Bakersrleld. I'al.
Colorado. Major C E. Tennant. M. D.. Denver, Colo.
Connecticut. Major N*. M. Pease. Thompsonvllle, Cf
Illinois. Major R. M. Curtlss. M. I).. cnlon. 111.
Indiana. Major F. G. Jackson. M. D.. Muncie. Ind.
Iowa. Major S. A. Siillman. M. D.. Ottumwa. Iowa.
Kansas. Major J. M. Poll. M. D.. Goodland. Kas.
Kentuckv. Major H. M. Weaver. Louisville, Ky.
Maine. Major R. J. Martrn. M. D.. Augusta. Me.
Maryland. Major Robert R. Walker. ISaltlmore. Md.
Major .lames T. Wellington. Canton, Mass.
Massachusetts.
Michigan. Major F. W. Main. M 1).. Jackson. Mich.
Minnesota. Major .I. X. Mallorv. Marshall. Minn.
Missouri. Major R. M. Bradford, M. 1). Carthage. Mo.
Montana. Major George W. Gregg. Butte Cltv. Mont.
Nebraska. Major F. W. Lester. M. I).. David City. Neb.
New llamplhlre. Major W. E. Scbreiter, Portsmouth. X. II.
New Jersey. Major H. B. Gleeson. Sweedesboro. X. J.
New York. Major Edward M. Avme. M. D.. New York City.
Ohio. Major J. T. Booth. A. M.. M. I).. Clnclnnattl. Ohio.
Oregon. Major C. B. Frissell. Newberg, Oregon.
Pennsylvania. Major 11. K. Brlcker. M. 1>..Mahoney City. Pa.
Rhode Island. Majors. Howard. Donohue. Wakefield. R. I.
South Dakota. Major Justin Sprague. Pierre. So. Dak.
Vermont. Major G. S. Cahill. M. D. Burlington. Vt.
Washington. .Major II. II. Phillips. Seattle. Wash.
West Virginia. Major /.. W. Wyatt. Shlnnston. W. Va.
Wisconsin, Major C. A. Armstrong. M. D.. Boscobel, Wis.
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II.

Form 4". (This blank is to be sent out with the last Serganfs and Q. M.
Serganfs report for quarter ending March 31st. This report is to be tilled ont
in duplicate immediately upon receipt of same from Division Headquarters.
One copy must be forwarded at once to the Division Surgeon, whose name
and address is gived in the Division Order and one copy filed with the Camp.
Failure to file thiis report will exclude this Camp from the Division Encamp
ment.)

Report of

,Camp

,

v., u.

s.

s.

a., located at

No

,

Division of

189

To Division Surgeon

Division of S. V., U. 8. A.

of members mustered since or
19. Number of clergymen?
ganization, including charter members?
20. Number of physfclnns?
21. Number of lawyers?
i 2. Number In good standing?
3. Number In state militia?
22. Number of teachers?
4. Number In I". S. army?
28. Number of literary men?
Number In U. S. Navy?
24. Number of artists?
25. Number of merchants?
Number of deaths within year ending
March 31.
2tt. NumlxT of farmers?
27. Numl>er of clerks and book-keepers?
Number of cases of sickness?
injuries.
8. NumW'rof
28. Number of mechanics?
Total number weeeks disa- from sickness?
29. Number of printers?
blllty of all members,
from Injury?
30. Number of students?
10. Number of members able to bear arms.
31. Number of salesmen?
11. Numtier of members over 4i years of age?
32 Number of telegraph operators?
33. Number of miners.
12. Age of oldest memlier?
«34. Number of skilled laborers?
rl3. Average age of all members?
14. NumlKT of unmarried members?
35. Number of laborers?
<!- 1ft. Number of widowers?
38. Number of railroad conductors?
lrt. Number (if married members?
37. Number of engineers?
17. Numtier of foreign born?
1/38. Number of musicians?
18. Number of G. A. R. members?
39. Miscellaneous?
i I . I
|

I

]'

i

|

t '

b
9.

7.

rt. ft.

1. Number

9

b

a All information required in succeeding questions only required as to
members in good standing,
To determine the answar to question No. add together the number of
weeks that each member has been disabled by sickness or injury.

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

104

c To determine the answer of question No. 13, add together the ages and
divide the number resulting by the number of members.
The sum
(I Widowers should not be included among married members.
of answers to questions Nos. 14. 15 and 115 should be the same as the number
of members in good standing.
The sum of answers to questions Xos. 19 to 39
inclusive, should also be the same as the number of members in good standing.
e
Refers to electricians, stenographers, etc., who cannot well be classified
as mechanics.
Capitalists, agents, politicians, etc., come under the general
head of Miscellaneous.
Refers to such only as follow music as their main occupation.

/

[seal]

.

Camp Commander.

First Sergeant.

Appendix

III.

— Consolidate in duplicate on this form the reports from
each camp and forward one copy on June 30th. to the Surgeon General, whose
name and address will be given in General Orders, and also send one copy to
the Division Commander.
Failure to file this report will exclude this Division
from the encampment of the Commanpery-in-Chief.

Form

48.

Note.

Report of the surgeon of the division of
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A
Surgeon General, S. V.. U. S. A.

TO

mustered since organtzation. including charter members.
a 2. Number In good standing March 31, IS. .
3. Number in stale militia?
4. Number In I". S. army?
n. N umber In V. S. navy?
6. N umber of deaths since vearendlngMarch
si. 18...?
7. Number of cases of sickness?
8. Number of Injuries?
9. Total number of weeks i from sickness?
sickness of al! members t"from Injury?
10. Number of members able to bear arms?
11. Number over 45 years of age?
12. Age of oldest member?
M3. Average age of all members?
1 14. Number of unmarried members?
e- 1ft. Numljer of widowers?
I 16. Number of married members?
17. Number of foreign born?
18. Number of ti. A. R. members?
rfl9. Numl>erof clergymen?
1. Number of members

'

IS!)

of physicians?
of lawyers?
of teachers?
of literary men?
of artists?
of nu-rchants?
of farmers?
of clerks and book-keepers'of mechanics?
of printers?
of students?
of salesmen?
X. Number of telegraph operators?
33. Number of miners?
31. Number of skilled laborers?
35. N timber of laborers?
3fl. Number of railroad conductors?
37. Number of englnaers?
38. Number of musicians?
31). Miscellaneous?
41). Number of camps in divisions?
41. Number of camps re|>ortlng?

20. Number
21. Number
22. N umber
2:1. Number
24. Number
25. Numbt-r
2ti. NumiHT
27. Number
28. Number
29. N umber
30. Number
31. Number

The succeeding questions refer only to those in good standing.
The average age is found by multiplying the average age of each camp
by the number of members in it. dividing the sum of the products by the sum
of the number reported in good standing.
c
The sum of questions 14. 15, and ll> should be equal to question 2.
The sum of questions 19 to 39 inclusive should be equal to question 2.
d
Respectfully submitted in F. C. L.
a
6

Division Surgeon

The Commander-in-Chief: Unless there be objection, this report will
go to the Committee on Officers' Reports. The Chair hears no objection, and
it is so referred.
The next report in order is that of the Chaplain-in-Chief :
Chaplain-in-Chicf McColley submitted and'read the following Report:

CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF

McCOLLEYS REPORT.
Winnebago City. Minn., Aug.

Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chief,

5, 1893.

S. of V. U. S. A.
General Having been honored by you with the appointment of Chap
lain-in-Chief on your staff. beg to submit to you a report of the works ac
complished by this department.

I

CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEFS

REPORT.

Upon entering the duties of my office the blanks were sent
tion andTevisioirif such were deemed necessary.

105

me

for inspec

No change, however was made in the questions asked, but in Form 43. the
name and address of the Chaplain-In-Chief was left out, thus obviating the ne
cessity of printing new forms for every new Chaplain-in-Chief.
Believing that the proper observance of " Memorial and Union Defenders"
Day are the means of materially strengthening our Order, an extra effort was
made in that direction and not "with out gratifying results.
This year, marked by a severe political struggle, has been a very hard one
on the Order.
And yet despite this and other hindering causes, we "are able to
report a marked increase not only in the number of Divisions reporting, but
in actual service as well.
The observance of these two days really shows how much patriotism and
our object be to in
reverance we as Camps and individuals really possess.
culcate patriotism and love of country, and to perpetuate the memory and his
tory of our " heroic dead, can it best be done, by a Camp drill, as a parade on
'•gala day occasions?
For better would it be if we would act as the poet sings.

If

Then come with your roses and lilies;
With dasies. and violets sweet!
Come with the blooms from your window.
And garland the head and the feet
Of the graves that lie 'mid the grasses
That years have grown over the sod.
And bring all your prayers for the living,
To bring them one day nearer God.

If

Brothersyou want to show forth your love to your fallen fathers, if
you desire all the world to know of that love, if you want to command the re
spect of others, if you want to induce them to join our Order, if you wish to
perpetuate the memory of that brave man, who guided the ship of state through
blood,
how, how can you do it better, than by observing
seas of brothers'
and reporting "Memorial" and "Union Defenders, Day"?
Much help, and many suggestions has b.jsn recaived from my division
Chaplain, and the fullness of this report is dua to their efforts.
have also
received material help from our Commander, Gen. Hall and from Miss Belle
Gray, National president of the L. A. S.
lam able to report every Division in line save Oregon, she has been writ
ten and wired by commander Hall, but for some reason no answer has reached

I

your Chaplain-in-Chief.
The consolidated report shows not so many men in line, but there is an
increase of actual work done in the various Divisions.
N umber of
Number of
Number of
Number of
Number of
Number of
Number of
Number of
Number of

Camps reporting
brothers in Camps reporting~
brothers In line
brothers In uniform
Camps furnishing firing squads
Camps addressed by Sons of Veterans
brothers at Sunday services
deaths in past year
Camps observing Union Defenders' Day

1.011
32.013
1s.rtlsi
13.UH
277
231

H.ltW

185
321

Pennsylvania reports largest number of brothers in Camps, furnished the
most firing squads, and is second in the observance of "Union Defenders Day."
New York furnishes the largest number of Camps reporting, has the most
orators and stands equal with Massachusetts in the number of deaths, viz: 29.
of
Massachusetts
leads with the most men in line, the largest number
brothers in uniform.
Are the best church goers, the better observers of
"Union Defenders Day", andstanusequal with New York in number of deaths.
Camps having every member in line: Illinois. Nos. 7. 333; Minnesota,
4.

4.

3,

5,

.5.

Nos. 53, 86; West Virginia. Nos. 3, 27, 15: Kansas, Nos. 169, 73, 216; 98, 15H.220;
Pennsylvania, Nos. 87, 9(5, 193, 20S; New Jersey. No. 13: Arkansas. No. Hi;
Indiana, No.
Michigan. Nos.
Kentucky. No. 12; New
133, 167;
30. 231;
Hampshire, Nos. 49, 55; Massachusetts. Nos. 45. 87. 92: Missouri. No. Sti; NewYork, Nos.
53.
In this list Kansas stands first, with six Camps, every man in line.
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Totals

1.011

32.012

383
160

18.819

13.1114

15

21

14

•»

277

221

=

7

C

o

/
7

i
4 5

8 3

29

53
6

37

2

29

u

2

;

=.
3
'

5

1

3

o

27

50
19
23
18

6 1

6 3

6

o
12

6 1 8 7

1

1.689
249
a56
2.041
325
30
101
1.978
99
.552
582
21
1.398
184
588
219
69
445
619
11
416
321
153
777
107
138
144
378
168

18
2

16
18

6.9

7 6

6 4
4 1 4
]
3
4
3 3 2

11

: 1

fit

9 2
1
■j 4

1

31

: :

'■

?.
2.

="

!

j

435
198

45

•
• 3 tt

Fiss-,
« — "-f
|»* ■ ~-4<

13

14.168

185

10
3 5 5 9 1 li

13
21

11
11

—

as
3

CO*
P 3

12
5

..

Vrkansas

Ohio

28.

19
21

45

|-|
'

■

SS22

1 y 5

Alabama and Tennessee

-

1 6 3 1 3

43
18
IX
56
ft
I'l

10

7 1 3 1

Michigan

602
793
51
595
368
212
978
171
20!

10

3 2 4 2

3

31
44

30

12

3 3 9 6 5

4

South Dakota
Maine
Nebraska

1.818
222
181
2,703
383
28
78
2.282
26
383
598
137
6V5
76
513
216
23
458
278
12
402
340
47
289
127
132

•X.

i--

■

1

Connecticut
Kansas

H

~

v

2

Illinois

H

'

573

4 3

113
10
40
57
25
99
10
66
17

Virginia

-

>

^ -

5 7

West

r1
3

3

California

1

8 5

New Hampshire

2.1 IB
337
486
2.759
483
41
132
2.298
154
642
986
4«2
1.778
183
755
279

3.458
613
754
4.2119
849
159
233
4.477
208
094
1.814
700
2.738
339
1.4«7
If,
170
1.155
1.210
2>a
1,057
5«7
418
1.818
291
490
225
764
282
5

ts
28
111)
33

: .

:
5

o
a

—, —
—
3

2□

3
-i

r
lis

9g
-s 3

SI
(3

B§Sb

O

New York

Consolidated Report.

1

Divisions.

35
QS'STE

a

v.

sj

-

n ~-

1, Division

5
3

TABLE No.

1
1
1

106

316

TABLE No. ^.-SiiowiMi which Gaxp in Each Division Had the (Jkf.atkst Memheksiiip.
70
61
68
89
52

Wisconsin. No. 37
south Dakota, No. 54
Nebraska. No. 19

..

73
105
44
88
64
102
38

5

9

Michigan. No.
Rhode Island, No.
Alabama and Tennessee.

.

No. 12

<

'olorado. No.
Maryland, No.

New jersey. No.
IhlO, No. 95

8

l l

6

Connecticut, No.
Kansas. No. 30
Washington. No.
Oregon

4

No.

1

Illinois.

l

8 2

7

i

New Hampshire, No. 14...
.. ..
Montana. No.
California. No.
Pennsylvania. No.
West Virginia. No.
Minnesota. No.

91
66
140
106
.. 60
53
2*1
32
73
74
70
103
80
80

<

Missouri, No. 51
Iowa. No. 116

80
8.

2.

of Pennsylvania, stands first, with 230 members. No.
Camp No.
of
New Jersey, follows close with 222 members, while No. 81, of Massachusetts,
takes third with 140 members.
ABLE No. 3.— Showing which Camp in Bach Division Had the Oheatemt Nc.mber
Brother** in Line.
44
48
50
82
54
16

Missouri. No. 51

3

179
20

;i

<

Kansas, No. 30
Washington. No.
iregon

.
4

No.

48
40
59
37
—

Alabama and Tennessee.
Indiana. No. 85

Ohio. No.

1

Pennsylvania. No. 16
West Virginia. Nos.
and 28
Illinois.

Maine. No. 61
Nebraska, No. 17
Kentucky, No.2
Michigan. No. and 74

50
25
30

9

No. 15
Massachusetts.
New Hampshire. No. 14

37
30

No. 16..

f...

26
65
30

..I

23
46

TA BLES—CONTIN UED.
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Camp No. 16 or Pennsylvania showed the largest fruit on Memorial day
with 179 men in line. New Jersey faced her with 105 gallant men from Camp
No. 8, while No. 15 of Massachusetts wheeled into line with 82 men.

TABLE

No. 4, Showing which Camp in Each Dinision Had the Greatest Number of Brothers
in Uniform.

New York. No. 150
Missouri, No. —
Iowa. No. 21
Massachusetts.So. 15
Montana. No. IS
New Hampshire No. 14
California. No. 5
Pennsylvania. N6. 16
West Virginia. So. 25
Minnesota. No. 1
lllnlols So. 71
Connecticut. So 9
Kansas So. 30
Washington. So. 4
Oregon

**

New York. No. 7
Missouri. No. 17
Iowa. No. 21
Massachusetts. No. 15
Montana. So. 1
New Hampshire. No. 14
California. No. 7
Pennsylvania. No. IB
West Virginia. No. 28
Minnesota. No. 89
Illinois. No. 71
Connecticut. Nos. 6 and 8. icach)
Kansas. No. 30
Washington. No. 28

40
30
30
86
16
43
26
161
24
40
40
80
40
21

Vermont. Sos. 25 and 26
Wisconsin. Sos 63 and 67
South Dokota.No. 8
Maine. So. 21
Nebraska. No. 16
Kentucky. No. 12
Michigan No. »
Rhode Island. No. 9
Alabama and Tennesse, No. 1
Indiana. No. 190
Colorado. No. 1
Maryland No. 2
Arkansas. No. 20
New Jersey, no. 8
Ohio. No. 1

*■>

*

J?
'»
°*

»
«

*■
36
*•

*!

28
30
18
42
40
7
30
47
15
23
28
32
3
100
46

Pennsylvania Camp No. IB showed more brass buttons on Memorial day
than the combined divisions of West Virginia. Montana, Kentucky, Alabama,
Tennessee, Arkansas, Ohio and half of Colorado thrown in.
TABLE No. 5, Showing Which Camp in Each Division Had Greatest Number: of Brothers
Attending Sunday Services.
Vermont. No. 36
Wisconsin. No. 3*
South Dakota. No. 8
Maine. No. 4
Nebraska. No. 116
Kentucky, No. 2
Michigan no. 201
Rhode Island. No. 5
Alabama and Tennessee,
Indiana. No. 13
Colorado, No. 16
Maryland. No. 2
Arkansas. No. 2
New Jersey. No. 8
Ohio. No. i

No. 31

21
20
20
39
27
11
21
40
24 •
26
31
55
21
72
40

One hundred and sixty-one boys from Pennsylvania. Camp No. 16 listened
to divine service on memorial day, while seventy-five from No. 8 of New Jer
sey, tossed their pennies in the box on the same Lord's day.
Pennsylvania division stands first in Table No. 1, in number of brothers
belonging to Camps, and in furnishing firing squads, equal with Kansas,
In
viz.. 45. In table No. 2 has greatest membership belonging to one Camp.
table No. 3 had most men in line. In table No. 4 had most men in uniform.
In table No. 5 had most men in church.
It is impossible to give the per cent, of the Camps of the divisions report
ing, as we had intended to do.
The first ten divisions reporting of which the Chaplain in Chief would
make honorable mention, are given in the order mentioned:
Kentucky.
Sew Hampshire.
Minnesota.
Nebraska
Maryland.

j

Iowa.
Missouri.

5 Massachusetts.
I Michigan.
j Montana.

While the various Divisions are fairly represented, yet the per cent of
Camps reporting is fearfullv low. This we believe is done to the carelessness
of Camp Chaplains and partly to the intfticiency and neglect of Division
Chaplains.

And in order that we may see larger reports in this department, we there
fore make the following recommendations:
I. That a flag costing not over 850 nor less than S'30 be purchased by this
Commandery, and to be presented to the Division making the largest gain per
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cent over the previous year.

The marking to be as follows:

Number of Camps reporting
'• Brothers In Camp reporting
" Urothers In line
" Urothers In uniform
" Camps furnishing tiring squads
" Camps addressed by S. of V
" Urothers at
Sunday service
" Camps observing
Cnlon Defenders Day
Total l'er Cent

Per ct.

10
5
S
M>
20
20
10
20

100

II. That

the Chaplain-in-Chief prepare a program for Memorial and
Union Defenders Day, which shall be so prepared that it can be modified to
meet local conditions, same to be forwarded to headquarters, aud then be sent
to the various Divisions.
III. That Division Chaplains lose their rank, by a failure to report at the
prescribed time to the Chaplain-in-Chief.
IV. That Form 4H be so revised that the consolidated report of Division
Chaplain .shall appear on the outside of blank when it is folded, also that the
question of the per cent of Camps reporting be inserted.
In closing my report would again thank those who have so kindly as
sisted me in my work, and for the many suggestions received from them, es
pecially am under obligations to Gen. Hall, for favors shown.
The most pleasant relations have ever existed between myself and my Di

I

vision Chaplain.
Trusting that the Order we love so well will prosper more in the years to
come, and that we as true sons will learn to appreciate it more.
I beg to remain Yours in F. C. & L.
Rev. Chas. McColly,
Chaplain-in-Chief, S. of V. U. S. A.
Xote This recommendation is offered because so many Division Chap
lains fail to foot up the columns of figures, thus entailing a fearful amount of
work on the Chaplain-in-Chief.

Thf Commander-in-Chief: Unless there be objection, this Report will
go to the Committee on Officers' Reports.
It is so referred.
Next in order is the Report of the Council-in-Chief. but the brothers com
posing this Committee have informed me that they desire further time, as they
We
have not yet finished their inspection of the Adjutant General's books
go
and
to
report,
will therefore pass that head until they have prepare .1 their
the head of Recept ion and Reference of Communications from Divisions, to
be called alphabetically.
The Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions
alphabetically, and if any Division has anything to present for the considera
tion of the Commandery-in-Chief, they will report.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the Roll of Divisions.
COMMUNICATIONS

FROM DIVISIONS.

When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called:
M. D. Friedman, of Alabama; Commander, the Division of Alabama
and Tennessee are not quite ready with the communication which they desire
to present.
If you will grant us live minutes more time we will hand it to the
Committee.

The Commander-in-chief:

The Division of Alabama and Tennessee
for the present.
The Adjutant General continued the calling of rhe Roll.
When the Division of Colorado was called:
Harlan Thomas, of Oolorado: Commander. I have two recommenda
tions here, from our Division. However, a fuller account of them has been
sent to the Adjutant General.
will

be passed

PROCEEDINGS.
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I

As this is my first attendance upon a National Encampment, would like
to ask, is it intended that should read these, or that they be simply referred

I

without reading?

The Commander-in-Chief: The rule is that communications from Di
visions and Camps be referred to the Committee on Officers* Reports, which
acts as a committee on distribution of work, without reading, and they are
considered in Committee.
Unless it is something your Division intended that
you should communicate
to the Commandery-in-Chief personally, it will go
direct to the Committee and come before the Commandery from the proper
committee.

Harlan

Adjutant

Thomas, of Colorado:

I

will

pass the communication to the

General.

The Adjutant General continued the calling of the Roll.
When the Division of Illinois was called:
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander, we have some communica
tions; but General Abbott, who is the Chairman of our Delegation, has them,
and he was called out of the hall a few minutes ago.
The Commander-in-Chief: They may be handed to the Adjutant Gen
eral later, and

will

go to the proper Committee.

The Adjutant General continued the calling of the Roll:
When the Division of Massachusetts was called:
Albert C. Blaisdell, of Massachusetts: Commander, we have several
resolutions which we would like to have referred to the Committee on Resolu
tions.

The Commander-in-Chief: They will be so referred.
The Adjutant General continued the calling of the Roll.
When the Division of Missouri was called:
B. W. FRAfENTHAL, of Missouri: Commander, we have a resolution for
the Ritual and Constitution Committee.
Will it be referred to them ?
The Commander-in-Chief: They will be referred to the Committee on
Officers' Reports, for distribution.
The Adjutant General continued the calling of the Roll.
AVhen the Division of Pennsylvania was called:
Horace M. Lowry, of Pennsylvania: Commander, Pennsylvania has
some recommendations which will be handed to the Adjutant General, to go
to the proper Committees.
The Adjutant General continued the calling of the Roll.
When the Division of Rhode Island was called:
William M. P. Bo wen, of Rhode Island: Commander, the Division of
Rhode Island has some recommendations which we wish to go to the proper
committee, through the usual channel.
The Adjutant General continued the calling of the Roll:
When the Division of West Virginia was called:
Edward O. Bower, of West Virginia: Commander, the Division of
West Virginia presents some resolutions for the Committee on Ritual.
The Adjutant General concluded the calling of the Roll of Divisions.
The Commandek-in-Chief:
The reception of Communications from Di
visions having been concluded, the next order of business is the reception and

Has any brother
reference of communications from Camps and Individuals.
any particular matter he desires to have referred to any of the Committees of
this Commandery-in-Chief

?
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COMMUNICATIONS

Harlan Thomas

FROM CAMPS AND INDIVIDUALS.

I

of Colorado: Commander.
have a personal recom
to go to the Committee on Constitution.
The Commander-in-Chief: Very well, it may be so referred, through
the proper channels.
Has any other brother any communication he desires
action upon by this Commandery?
Arthur B. Spink, of Rhode Island: Commander,
have a communi
cation for the Committee on Constitution. Rules and Regulations.
The Commander-in-Chief: It will be so referred.
Edward O. Bower: of AVest Virginia: Commander,
have a matter
would like to have referred to the proper Committee.
The Commander-in-Chief: It will be so referred. Are there any other
not, we will pass from this order of business.
communications?
The Commander-in-Chief owes an apology to Commandant Hurlbut. of
the Military Rank. The Report of the Commandant is not specifically provid
ed for in the order of business, as it appears in the Constitution, and it es
There was no oversight intended, and I beg
caped my mind for the moment.
ins pardon.
The next business in order is the report of the Commandant of
the Military Rank.
Commandant George II. Hurlbut, submitted and read the followingmendation

which

I wish

I

I

I

If

Report:

REPORT OF COMMANDANT HURLBUT.
Headquarters Sons of Veterans' Guards, /
Belvideke. III.. August 1, 1-SS«.
\
Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A.:
Sir — 1 have the honor to submit the following report on the condition of

the Sons of Veterans" Guards.
The work of the past year has not resulted in
as large an increase as
had reason to expect. Still there has been a growth
and a healthy one, and while I am not entirely satisfied with the results,
do
not feel that my labor has been in vain.
I can see what the reasons are for the
slow growth and
trust that they will be remedied by our next Encampment.
There is no question whatever in my mind as to the ultimate success of
the Military Rank. The earnest work that is being done by most of the Com
panies, and the good results that have followed such work are to me sufficient
evidence of the need of such an organization.
The greatest difficulty that I have to contend with arises from the fact that
the members of the Order at large do not fully realize the importance of this
branch of our Order, nor do they understand that by assisting it in its work
they will be doing a good work for the Order.
They look upon it as a side issue, and forget that with proper support it
might be made a grand feature of the Order.
It should be assisted in every
possible way by officers and members of the Order : and if this were done i
would soon be able to report to you at least five thousand men on the rolls, but
unfortunately this is not done, and I have been obliged to depend on the efforts
of a few faithful ones who are working as missionaries among the heathen to
cause them to see the error of their ways.
A glance at the reports of the Inspector-General will show a very large
number of Camps reported by him as armed and equipped.
Now, Sir. while we do not expect that all Camps will form Companies, we
have the right to expect that any Camp that will provide itself with arms and
uniforms, elect its officers and drill as a Company, should become a regular
Company in the Military Rank of the Order. It was beyond question the
intention in creating this branch of our Order, that all military work should
be done in it under its regulations.
What is the reason that so many Camps which are armed and equipped
do not become Companies in the Guards ?
There is but one answer.
They can be classed as an armed Camp and have

I
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an independent company subject to no regulations or discipline, except such
as they themselves may see tit to provide, can wear any uniform they wish, and
can be rated on the inspection reports as an armed Camp.
There is only one
way to remedy this. I therefore recommend, that the 12th Annual Encamp
ment take such action as will require all armed bodies of the Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., to become a part of the Military Rank.
I submit the following table showing the strength of my command :
Illinois.

14companies
Michigan, 2 companies
Maryland. 1 company
Massachusetts. 8 companies
Washington. 2 companies
Vermont. 2 companies
Maine. 8 companies
Ohio. 10 companies
Kansas. 2 companies
New York. 1 company
Pennsylvania. 5 companies
Colorado. 1 company
Nebraska. 1 company
California. 1 company

)

No. Men.
37ki
47
24
67
m
51
107
26H
50
21

Ill

""

Total

26
23 •
-22

1,3%

As will

with last year's report, there is a net gain of
this might be added three companies with
eighty men, whose applications have been approved, but which could not be
mustered in time for this report.
There is one full Regiment in Illinois and a second one forming. There is
a Regiment of ten companies
in Ohio and a Regiment forming in Pennsyl
vania, which now has live companies, with others on the way.
In June I attended the Encampment of the 1st Regiment of Ohio at
Columbus, and although all of the companies were not present, they performed
their work in a most creditable manner ; so much so as to merit the praise
and assistance of prominent officers of the Ohio National Guard.
The 1st Regiment of Illinois went into Camp for a week with the Illinois
Division, S. V. U. S. A., and not only performed their duty in a perfect man
ner, but contributed largely to the success of the Division Encampment. I am
pleased to state. Sir. that while my command is not a very large one. I am
proud of it, and feel confident that the work being done by it is equal at least
to that done by most Military bodies.
I submit the following statement, showing receipts and disbursement of
my office from July 29, 1892 to August 1, 189a :
be seen on comparison
ten companies, and 274 men. To

RECEirTS.
Cash on hand at last r?port

$ 1* 81
12'>75
84 0.1
9 50
55 00

From tjiiartermusler-lieneral
For .Muster Fees
For Commissions
For Supplies

$292 86

DISBURSEMENTS.

For Office Kxpenses
For Traveling Kxpenses
For Supplies

.

Cash on hand

f2H4 95
27 91
1202 86

I

In conclusion permit

?112 50
45 00
107 45

me to say that
thank you for your uniform kind
ness and courtesy to me during the past year, and also for the honor confered
on me in placing me in command.
have not been able
regret sincerely that
to accomplish greater results, but I must content myself with the thought that I
have done all that was in my power, and always with the single thought of
doing that which would result in the most good for the Order.
remain, Sir, Fraternally Yours,
Geo. H. Hurlbut, Commandant.

I

I

I

The Commandek-in-Chief:
be referred

to the Committee
tion, and it is so ordered.

Unless there be objection, this Report will
on Officers" Reports. The Chair hears no objec
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We have none, and
The next business in order is Unfinished Business.
that brings us to the Reports of the Committees.
As none of our committees
— unless it be the Committee on Insurance— is ready to report, it might be
well to take a recess in order to give the committee an opportunity to do their
work. If the Commandery-in-Chief is ready to listen to the Committee on
Insurance, we might hear the report of that committee now.
Albert C. Blaisdell, of Massachusetts: Commander, would it be in
order for me to offer a motion to adjourn?

The Commander-in-Chief: I think if the Commandery-in-Chief can
listen now to this Report of the Committee on Insurance, it would not only
economize time, but would give brothers an opportunity to think abont it be
fore acting upon it tomorrow. It is a very important matter, and the Report
is ready and I would like to have you receive it; it will take but about ten
minutes for you to receive iti Cries of "Hear it," "Hear it.'")
The Commandery will hear the Report of the Special Committee on Insur
ance.

Brother Crumbine, of Kansas. Chairman of the Special Committee on Insurancs, appointed at the Eleventh Annual Encampment, submitted and read
the following Report:

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE OX INSURANCE.
Twelfth National Encampment, S. of V.. U. S. A.
Committee on Fraternal Insurance appointed by authority
conferred upon the Commander-in-Chief at the Eleventh National Encamp
ment as recommended by the Committee on Fraternal Insurance and as print
ed in the Proceedings pages
and "22:! for the Twelfth Annual Encampment
of the Commander-in-Chief, begs leave to submit the following report:
I. "To carefully investigate", Your Committee in the discharge of its du
ties has had under advisement three propositions.
The practicability of a plan that would comprehend the entire mem
1.
bership of the Order in the line of Fraternal Insurance to convert an estab
lished order of more than ten years, having more than 40.000 members, into an
Insurance Order, is not practicable even if desirable.
After due consideration
by your Committee, this proposition was abandoned.
2. For purposes of Fraternal Insurance the establishing of a higher de
gree in the Order was considered, and your Committee are unanimous in the
opinion that to establish a higher degree of the Order for such purposes is not
wise.
3. The third proposition which your Committee has considered, in the dis
charge of its duties, is to provide for and establish a seperate Department to
be known as the Insurance Branch Sons of Veterans. U. S. A. for the purpose
of obtaining Fraternal Insurance in the Order of the Sons of Veterans to se
cure which he must be a member of the Order and conform to its laws and the
regulations established for the government of the Department.
Your Committee has therefore prepared and submits as its report such a
plan of Fraternal Insurance for Sons of Veterans and propose that the Com
mandery-in-Chief establish a department of the Order, by amending its fun
damental laws so as to provide for the same, and adopt a Constitution for the
government of such Department which is herewith submitted.
To

the

Your standing

CONSTITUTION

OF

THE INSURANCE

Art.

1.

BRANCH,

S.

OF V., U.

S.

A.

Objects.

Sec. 1. To provide a death benefit to our members for the relief of those
dependent upon them.
Sec. 2. By so doing to increase the interest in our beloved Order and to
encourage the stability of its membership.
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2.

Sec. 1. The affairs of this Branch shall be controlled by a body known as
the Insurance Council. The membership of this Council shall consist (1st.)
of the Commonder-in-Chief of this Order; (2d) an executive Board of five
members, who shall be be designated as hereinafter provided: (3d) and two
representatives from each division.
Twelve members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
Sec. 2.
business.

Art.

3.

Meetings.

Sec. 1. The Insurance Council shall hold its stated meetings at the same
time and place as the meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Special meetings shall be called by the President upon the writ
Sec. 2.
ten request of the members of the Council representing not less than five di
visions.

Art.

4.

Officers and Members.

Sec. 1. The elective officers shall be three (3) in number, a President, VicePresident and Secretary, they to be elected at the regular stated meetings of
the Council; these three together with two others, who shall be appointed, one
each year, for a term of two years, by the in-coming Commander-in-Chief as
soon as practicable after his election, shall comprise the Executive Board of
the Council.
The Commander of each Division, if a member of the Insurance
Sec. 2.
Branch, shall by virtue of his office become a member of the Council, and he
shall appoint the second member, representing his Division, from among the
representatives to the Commandery-in-Chief from his Division, provided, how
ever, that the brother so appointed must be a certificate holder in the Insur
ance Branch. If the Division Commander
may not be a member of the In
surance Branch, he shall appoint in his stead another member in the same

manner as before provided.
Past Officers shall have no voice or vote in the Council by reason
Sec. 3.
of such service, although this section shall not prevent their becoming mem
bers in the ordinary way.

Art.

5.

Duties of Officers.

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Council and of
Executive Board. He shall also have general superintendence of the
affairs of this Branch, and shall be held responsible for its general manage
ment. The Vice-President shall preside in the absence of the President and
shall, as a member of the Executive Board, attend to all duties prescribed by
that Body. The Secretary shall be the Clerk of the Council and of the execu
tive Board.
The two appointive members are the special representatives of
Sec. 2.
the Order at large, and are to keep the Commander-in-Chief informed of the
condition of the Insurance Branch, from time to time, and advise with him
as to the general conduct of affairs.
They ahall take an active part in the
Management of affairs, with a special view to the wellfare of the Order at
Sec. 1.

the

large.

-8

is

fi.

The Secretary shall furnish the Executive Board within fifteen (15)
Sec. 3.
days after the close of each quarter, a statement of the membership and fi
nancial condition of the Insurance Branch, which report shall be transmit
ted to the Commander-in-Chief after its approval by the Executive Board.
The Board shall submit to the Council at the stated meetings thereof, a re
port in full of the transactions of the Executive Board for the preceeding
term, which report shall also be submitted to the Commandery-in-Chief.
The Bnard snail require a bond of its Secretary and Treasurer.
Sec. 4.
Upon the adoption of this Constitution the Commander-in-Chief
Sec. 5.
shall appoint the first Executive Board, who shall serve until their successors
shall have been duly elected or appointed.
Sec.
It
hereby expressly provided that the Commandery-in-Chief
shall not be holden for any contract, debt, or other obligation incurred by the
Insurance Branch Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.
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Amendments.
Art. 7.
This Constitution may be altered or amended at any regular meet
ing of the Commandery-in-Chief, by a two-thirds vote of the members present.
Submitted in F. C. & L.
Sec. 1.

S.

Jay-Crumbine,

Albert

W.

Batchelder,

W. R. Cooper,

The Commander-in-Chief

:

)

[
)

Com.

Brothers, you have heard the Report of the
Are there any inquiries that any

Special Committee on Fraternal Insurance.
brother desires to make of the Committee '?

Surgeon-General

Wilcox, of New York : Commander, inasmuch as
important matter, and should receive very careful consideration.
move that when the Commandery takes recess it be until to-morrow morning
at nine o'clock, and the consideration of the report of this Committee be made
the special order of business for that time.
Walter S. Payne, of Ohio : Commander, I second the motion.
The Comnander-in-Ciiief : Brothers, it is moved by Surgeon-General
Wilcox, seconded by Brother Payne, of Ohio, that when the Commandery takes
recess, it be until nine o'clock to-morrow morning, and that the first order of
business upon the assembling of the Encampment be the consideration of the
Report of the Special Committee on Insurance. Are there any remarks? If
not, as many as are in favor of this motion will signify the same by the usual
It seems to be and is
sign of the order, Down. Contrary, the same sign.
this is

I

a very

carried.

Grant W. Harrington, of Kansas : Commander, in order to bring this
matter properly before the Commandery,
move that the Report of this Com
mittee be adopted, and the Committee discharged.
Surgeon-General Wilcox, of New York : Commander,
rise to a
point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief : The Surgeon-General will state his point
of order.
Surgeon-General Wilcox, of New York : Commander, the point of
order is that the Report of this Committee
has been disposed of until nine
o'clock to-morrow morning, by the previous motion, and the motion of Brother
Harrington is out of order.
The Commander-in-Chief : The point of order is well taken. The
motion is out of order.
What is the further pleasure of the Commandery ?
George X. Howard, of Massachusetts : Commander,
move you that
we do now take recess until nine o'clock to-morrow morning.
Surgeon-General Wilcox, of New York : Commander,
second the
motion.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BY CHAIRMAN OF LOCAL COMMITTEE.

I

I

I

I

William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, if the brother will yield to
me just a moment.
want to make an announcement
on behalf of the Exe
cutive Committee :
The Campfire wiil occur in this room to-night at 7:30 o'clock.
After that,
the brothers who desire to attend the concert at the Zoological Garden may do
It is the intention to make the Campfire as brief as possible, so that
so.
brothers who desire to attend the concert can do so without interferring with

I
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obtained either at the door

Tickets for the Zoological
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Garden may be

or at the information stand in the lobby of the

Grand Hotel.
To-morrow evening, at the Scottish Rite Cathedral, will be the military
ball, to which every brother and visitor to the city is invited. Tickets will be
furnished to all the delegates and visitors without charge.
On Thursday evening is the reception— a formal reception by the Ladies'
Aid Society, at the Palace Hotel, and on Friday morning we have made ar
rangements to take all the delegates and representatives to this Encampment
to Dayton. This arrangement was made in conjunction with the committee
from that city to visit the Soldiers' Home. All of the delegates will be trans
ported to and from Dayton upon a special train, without charge. They need
not buy any tickets. It will only be necessary for them to go down and get
upon the train. The tickets will be distributed on the train to all the delegates
to this Encampment, who may desire to go upon that trip.
The Committee from Dayton is represented here today by Brother Brown
—Private, O. B. Brown,— who desires to say one or two words in regard to the
local arrangements at that point.
O. B. Bkown, of Ohio: Commander, and Brothers of the Encampment:
Earnshaw Camp, at Dayton, has been very much interested in this Encamp
ment, and they have acted in concert with the committee of arrangements
here, and they have arranged for an excursion to the Soldiers' Home, . at Day
ton. The Dayton Camp requested me, as being the only member of that
Camp who had a right to this floor, to come before you today, and ask this
Commandery-in-Chief to take a special interest in the excursion to Dayton.
They have been to no small amount of trouble and considerable expense in
arranging this excursion, and we ask it not only on behalf of Earnshaw Camp,
but in behalf of the soldiers of the Soldiers' Home. There are nearly rive
thousand inmates there, and a square mile of park, full of buildings, gardens,
springs, and everything to make it delightful.
The Governor of. the Home has especially requested me to urge all visitors
We
to this Encampment to come to Dayton Friday, and enjoy themselves.
have arranged, as Brother Bundy, has said/for a free trip for all delegates,
and for all others at very cheap excursion rates. This is not a money-making
We have done it for your entertainment,
affair.
and the entertainment of
your friends, and we hope you will take advantage of it, and we will give you
one of the best times that you have ever had at any visit to a Commandery-inChief. (Applause).
I desire to say that I am very sorry that I cannot be with you during your
was unfortunate enough to be absent from the meeting at
deliberations.
Helena, which was the first meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief which I have
missed since the meeting at Buffalo. I desire to say that my heart is with you,
and that I will do anything you put upon me, and if possible I will be pres
ent during your deliberations.
It is not because I do not take interest in the
Order, that have been away, but on account of matters over which I have
no control.
am glad to meet you, and I hope to see you and all of your
friends in Dayton, on Friday.
W. R. Cooper, of Alabama und Tennessee: Commander, I move you sir,
that the very generous invitation extended to us to visit the Soldiers' Home at
Dayton, be accepted by this Commandery-in-Chief, by a rising vote.

I

I

I

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

116

The Commander-in-Chief

:

A

motion is pending for a recess, and this

motion is not in order.
W. S. Oberdorf, of New York : Commander, I wish to make a sugges
tion.
was going to put it in the form of a motion, but I think it can prop
erly come from you, as presiding officer. In order to expediate business and
enable the various committees to report promptly to this Encampment, I would
suggest that the time for the reception of communications from Divisions and
personal communications, be extended, and that such communications may be
handed to the Committee on Officers' Reports, between the hour of taking re
cess this afternoon and the hour of meeting to-morrow morning, and that they
may be transferred by the Committee on Officers' Reports to the proper com
mittees, without further action in this Encampment,
The Commander-in-Chief : I was about to make that suggestion, and
the further suggestion, that the Chairman of the several committees appointed
this morning, each of them fix an hour and place for the session of their com
mittee, so that they may be enabled to get to work at once. I would say to the
brothers who are on these committees, that we have nothing further to do in
the Encampment until we get your work, and the Commandery is virtually in

I

your hands.
J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts : Commander, following the same line
of argument suggested by my Brother Oberdorf, I want to say that the Com
mittee on Constitution. Rules and Regulations is just hungry for work, and if
the Committee on Officers' Reports will simply get a move on them and get
their material in our hands, we will almost get on our knees to them. "We are
ready to stay up all night to-night in order to get through our work to-morrow
morning, and give the Commandery a chance.
Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks, of New York : Commander, I will
state that if the Chairman of the various other committees will call at the
on Officers' Reports about six o'clock this
meeting room of the Committee
evening they can all probably be accommodated with plenty of material on
which to get to work.;
The Commander-in-Chief : It has been moved and .seconded that the
Commander-in-Chief do now take a recess until to-morrow morning at nine
o'clock.
As many as are in favor of this motion will so signify by the usual
It is carried and so
sign. Contrary, the same sign. It seem to be carried.
ordered.

WEDNESDAY MORNING SESSION.
August

16, 18'J3, 9

o'ciock a.

m.

The Commander-in-Chief: The Commandery-in-Chief will please come
will appoint Brother George E. Terrill, of Vermont, Acting Senior
to order.
Commander-in-Chief,
Brother Stevens, of Massachusetts, Acting Inspec
Vice
tor General, and Brother Dilley, of Iowa, Acting Chaplain-in-Chief, to serve
untill the brothers rilling these offices arrive. The Adjutant General will call

I

the roll.

The Adjutant
(Roll-call

General

called the roll and reported

3.)

SECURING

The Commamder-in-chief:

A QUORUM.

no quorum present.

Under the existing circumstances,

I will
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not instruct the police officers of this Encampment to secure a quorum because
there seems to be confusion with reference to the meeting place this morning;
but 1 will proceed with the business of the Encampment, subject to the ap
will send the detail to
proval of the Commandery-in-Chief.
it is desired
secure a quorum immediately.
think the important question which was
made the special order for this morning should not be considered by this En
campment unless there is at least a majority vote, so that whatever is done
Shall
shall be the valid action of this Encampment. What is your pleasure?
we proceed, or shall the Commander-in-Chief send a detail for absent members ?
E. W. Young, of "Washington:
Commander, is it not possible to take up
some other order of business?
The Commander-in-chief: It is not. The consideration of the report
of this Committee was made the special order of business for this hour and

I

I

If

must come up. Nothing else can be entertained.
G. \V. Harrington, of Kansas: Commander, this is the most important
subject that is to come before this meeting and we ought to have a full En
campment; we ought not to proceed until we do.
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander,
understand a motion is
not in order, but I will move if you will entertain it, that it is the sense of
this body that the Commander-in-Chief secure a quorum.
The Commander-in-Chief: A motion is not in Order, a quorum not
being present, but the Chair will act on the suggestion contained in the mo

I

The OHicer of the Day, who is acting as Camp Guard will, together with
the Officer of the Guard, form a detail to secure the presence of a quorum of
this Body. I will appoint Brother Spackman as Camp Guard temporarally, to
relieve the Officer of the Day until he has performed the duty just assigned
to him.
The Commandery-in-Chief will be in recess until called to order, but
Brothers will not leave the hall.

tion.

9:45 o'clock a. m.
come to order. The
a quorum present.
The Commander-in-Chief is grateful to those few Brothers who were here at
the proper time, and regrets very much that Brothers who have attended
National Encampments year alter year and knew that there was a special
order of business set for this hour— and a very important matter — compelled
the Commander-in-Chief to delay these proceedings, three-quarters of an hour
and send the Provo-Guard to secure a quorum.
He trusts that this will not
occur again during the session of this Encampment.
the Chair has the as
sistance of the Brothers on the floor, we will get through the business of this
Encampment by Thursday evening.
you do not give the Chair your hearty
co-operation and delay us at the opening of each meeting as we have been de
layed this morning, we may as well make up our minds to stay here till Satur
day night. The issue is before you ; take your choice.
The special order of business for consideration this morning is the report
of the Special Committee on Fraternal Insurance, submitted at the closing
hour of yesterday s meeting. The report of the Special Committee is now be
fore the house, and Brother Cooper, of the committee, has the floor.

The Commander-in-Chief : The Encampment will
Chair is informed by the Adjutant General that there is

If

If

DISCUSSIONS OF FRATERNAL INSURANCE
W. R. Cooper, of Tennessee : Commander, as I understand,
appear that the report of the Committee is upon its adoption.

it does not
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Loebenstein

Quartermaster-General

adoption of the report of the Committee,
mitted.

Walter

S. Payne, of Ohio
The Commander-in-Chief

Commander,

:

:

together

Commander,

I

move

the

with the constitution sub

I second

the motion.

Brothers, it has been moved by the Quar
termaster General, seeonded by Brother Payne, of Ohio, that the report of the
Committee on Fraternal Insurance, together with the Constitution submitted
The question is upon its adoption.
Are there any remarks?
by it, be adopted.
Albert C. Blaisdell, of Massachusetts : Commander, I rise for infor
I would like to ask from you. or the Chairman of the Committe on
mation.
Insurance, what provision has been made, supposing a Brother joins this in
surance feature and removes from the State he is in and joins another Camp
and that Camp should go down, but he still wishes to belong to the Insurance
feature— I would like to ask if they have made any provision to cover that
point.
S. Jay Crumbine, of Kansas:
Commander, I think it will expedite
matters if Brothers will allow an explanation in .detail by Brother Cooper to
be concluded first; after which time any question they may desire to put will
be answered by the other member of the Committee, Brother Batchelder.
I
think we can come to the point more quickly in that way.
The Commander-in-Chief: I want to say in explanation and for the
Committee that it is not understood that Brothers Crumbine and Batchelder
have the right of the floor, they not being regular representatives to the ComThe only member of the Committee who has the right to the floor
mandery.
and a voice and vote here is Brother Cooper. Past Commander of the Division
of Alabama and Tennessee. I think the suggestion of Brother Crumbine is
pertinent, and if the Encampment will listen to Brother Cooper on this sub
ject he probably will throw some light on the subject.
Commander, perhaps it might be well if
W. R. Cooper, of Tennessee:
this report and Constitution were again read.
The Commander-in-Chief: I do not think that is necessary; it has been
:

read.
Commander, the Committee on Insurance
AY. R. Cooper, of Tennessee:
as it understands itself and as it understood its duty has discharged this duty
faithfully and concientiously.
The Committee understands that it was di
rected to perform a duty; that duty was to investigate and submit to this
Commandery-in-Chief a plan of Fraternal Insurance. The purview of the
authority eliminated altogether the individuality of this Committee, or their
private opinions touching the formation of such a matter. The command was
direct.
The action has been in obedience to that command; and this Commit
tee conies before this Commandery-in-Chief with its report aiming simply to
meet if possible just the demands that such an organization as this may re
It provides for a death benefit, for the relief of those dependent upon
quire.
its principles, which implies clearly that no one can belong to this branch to
be known as the Insurance Department unless he is a member of the Order in
good standing and maintains that standing in the Order.
The idea of this provision is to encourage the stability of our membership.
These are the leading thoughts, these are the objects incorporated in this plan
that is submitted.
The afi'airs of this branch are to be managed by an Insur
ance council to be composed, first, of the Commander-in-Chief, second, an ex
ecutive board of five members, two to be appointed by the Commander-in
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Chief and three to be elective officers. In addition to this, each Division shall
if he is
have a representative in this council in the person of its Commander,
a member of the Insurance Branch and holder of a certificate therein, and one
of the delegates from that Division to the Commandery-in-Chief possessing
the same qualifications. The idea of the committee in submitting this plan is,
first, to so constitute it that it will not in any sense whatever embarrass the
Commandery-in-Chief, but that the Commandery-in-Chief shall be its guardian
by furnishing it, as you may term it, a fundamental law or a Constitution by
and through which it shall exist and operate; that the Commandery-in-Chief
shall not be responsible for any financial obligation incurred by this branch
In order that the existance of this branch may not embarrass
whatsoever.
the Commandery-in-Chief it is made the duty of this branch, through its exe
cutive department, to submit to this Commandery-in-Chief regular reports so
that every brother of the Order may be thoroughly and fully informed as to
its operations in every detail; and so it has provided that the Commander-inChief shall have in its managements two eyes appointed by himself who shall
be his informants and his advisors in all the matters pertaining to the Insur
ance Branch. As suggested, this is a fundamental provision for the creation
of such a branch.
Now this does not comprehend by-laws or the formation
and arrangement of detail work, but it is just a fundamental provision as you
have provided for the creation of the Sons of Veterans Guards.
Commander, the Officer of the
Charles K. Darling, of Massachusetts:
Day has the honor to report that in obedience to the orders of the Comman
der- in-Chief the detail appointed to secure the attendance of absent members
went to Grand Hotel; that on the way down there we met a large number of
Brothers and upon being assured that it was their intention to report to the
Commandery-in-Chief, we permitted them to go on; and we have with us cer
tain brothers whom we have brought back.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Officer of the Day and the Officer of
the Guard have the thanks of the Commander-in-Chief for their strict attenThey will resume their places in the Encampment. Brother Cooper
to duty.
will proceed.
W. R. CoorER, of Tennessee:
Commander, as I was going to say this
Insurance department in its relationship to the Commandery-in-Chief has to
stand like that department known as the Sons of Veterans Guards, each ex
isting by special authority or privilege given it by the action of this body.
The insurance feature will be one of the factors of this order as a Sons of
Veterans Guard is a factor of this Order.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Brother Coopers time has' expired. The
rule of this body is to allow five minutes time to each speaker.
Without un
animous consent no brother can proceed beyond that time. (Cries of "Consent
If there is no objection Brother Cooper may proceed.
consent, consent.'')
The chair hears none.
W. K. Cooper, of Tennessee:
Commander. I was saying that this branch
will stand in the order as that other factor, the Commandery-in-Chief of the
order standing as the center pole. It is believed that there is a large number
of brothers of the Order desiring something of this kind and the committee
has endeavored to formulate its report and a plan to meet that want, and at
the same time without compulsion, leaving the acceptance of its benefits op
tional with the membership of the Order. The idea of the Committee is that
it should be carried on, until experience and wisdom may devise or submit a

120

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

different and better plan, through the Camps by application on blanks pre
from the Camp that the
pared, medical examination, and recommendation
brother applying for a benefit is a member of the camp and in good standing.
Now that brings me to the point of answering the question asked by
Commander Blaisdell of Massachusetts.
That is a matter that may be regu
lated and should be regulated by the management, or by by-law, that when a
member becomes suspended or dropped that fact should be reported to the
headquarters of this branch; if he removes from this jurisdiction of one Camp
and joins another Camp that fact would likewise be reported; if his Camp goes
down and he should desire to continue his insurance, a period of probation
should be given that member to maintain his insurance; he should be allowed
ample time to secure membership again in another Camp; he should be pro
tected as far as it is possible to protect him in harmony with the idea always
that a brother should maintain his membership in the Order. Now that is the
idea, the desire, to the end. and for the purpose first expressed— to encourage
the stability of our membership.
The question is do you want it? Do we be
lieve that this plan will do that? Do we believe that the insurance feature
will add strength to the Order? There are those who do. They can answer
that question. . Now, it is the belief of the Committee that it would not be
wise to provide by-laws [to pay a death benefit, to begin with, of over S100O:
and we are of the opinion that no higher amount should be paid until the mem
bership of the branch should be sufficient to pay a larger amount; and it is
believed that a higher amount than !j?:i000 should not under any circumstances
Those are the ideas af the committee touching the maximum
be considered.
of insurance, and the minimum amount, to begin with; and then we have for
consideration the problem of further details, the question of ages and rates of
assessments.
It is believed that (>0 cents or 70 cents for members 25 years old.
or under, would be about a proper assessment, and that ages greater than that
be regulated according to the laws of the American experience and mortality
tables.
Now the question may be raised as, can you secure insurance in com
pliance with these requirements and adopt a plan affording insurance along
If not in this way how can you do it? If not by this
the line suggested?
method how can we adopt a plan of Fraternal insurance in connection with
this Order?
You connot convert the entire Order into on insurance society.
That is impracticable and out of the question.
The Committee agree unani
mously that it would be unwise.
In the adoption of this plan it is the prerogative of the Commander-inChief to appoint the first Executive Committee and it will rest with that com
mittee, upon its management, whether the scheme is a success or a failure.
The management of the insurance branch will be responsible for everything
connected with it, its financial obligations,
its contract obligations, in every
sense whatever ; and the Commandery- in-Chief will be relieved in total.
Now
these are the general outlines of this plan.
anything occurs to any brother
that has not been provided for by this plan which is submitted, it will probably
will very gladly answer any
elicit information if he will call attention to it.
will yield the fioor now
questions along the line of this general statement,
will yield the floor
to any brother who desires to ask a question, after which
to Brother Batcheldor for further inquiries and answers.
would like to ask the brother
C. T. Spackman, of Illinois : Commander,
if a boy going into the Order at the age of 18, would be charged an assessment
of 60 or 70 cents. He speaks of 00 cents as the amount of the assessment for
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would like to ask him if he does not think 60 cents would be a
the age of 25.
high rate for a boy of 18 ; or is that something to be regulated by the com
mittee, to be hereafter appointed, to make those rates by the by-laws?
have
had experience in insurance for 17 years.
have belonged to five or six of

I

I

I

would
these insurance companies and I say that is high for a young brother.
ask if he has got anything in his constitution that fixes those rates'?
W. R. Cooper, of Tennessee : Commander, there is nothing in the con
stitution that fixes the rate suggested. That is a matter to be fixed up here
after and might be regulated somewhat by an expression of what the brothers
of the Commandery-in-Chief desire.
There is one thing that must not be forgotten.
Cost of insurance is cost
of insurance.
Let that one principle and statement rest and abide with you.
Regardless of what the rate of assessment is per thousand, you have to raise
so much money to pay a given amount of insurance, no difference what prin
ciple or plan you are operating under. The misfortune touching that point is
this, that you are approached with a low rate of assessments, which will catch
a number of people who desire insurance by reason of the fact that the rate is
very low : but remember this, that the lower the monthly rate, or the assess
ment provided, the greater number of assessments you are bound to pay.
you must pay 86 per thousand for insurance for a boy 18 years old-— dividing
that into 12 assessments, he must pay 50 cents at eash assessment and will re
quire 12 assessments.
you make it $1.50 at each assessment, then he will

If

If

only have to pay four assessments. It depends entirely upon the rate and age
and how often you want to pay it. These matters are arrived at best by the
practical application of actuarial experiences and other considerations along
that line.
Isaac Cutter, of Illinois : Commander, I have had a number of broth
ers question me upon one point and I would like to ask the brother about it.
It is this : I would like to ask the brother for the information of those present
where the money is coming from to start this institution ?
W. R. Cooper of Tennessee : Commander, if the Commander-in-Chief
believes that it is wise to adopt a plan of insurance optional with the brothers
and creates a Board for that purpose, it will devolve upon that Board to pro
vide the money to start this insurance branch.
R. Shaw Van of Iowa : Commander, I would like to ask the brother a
question with regard to assessments. Do you expect, or is it the intention to
make assessments quarterly, or make assessments as the deaths occur ?
W. R. Cooper, of Tennessee : Commander, that is an open question. It
is a question of what would be best. Quarterly stated assessments implies one
thing; monthly stated assessments implies another thing, and ante-mortem
assessments mean another thinarNow then, what would be the best plan ?
That is what the Board will have to take into consideration.
It will no doubt
be called upon to consult actuarial experience and wisdom in that line and also
obtain the suggestions of the brothers who want insurance as to what might
meet their desires most generally.
It will lie consWered along the line, which
would be the wisest. Further than that I do not see that I can just at this
time state. It is believed, perhaps, that it would be wise to fix the assessments
so that they should be paid monthly, statedly, by contract : so that when the
death occurs you will have the money to pay the death benefit without having,
to call for it : and then when your death rate shall have increased you will
perhaps have a small surplus on hand on which to draw so as to avoid the
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necessity of extra assessments in the near future when the preferred'period of
life insurance shall have passed. That is. after the first three or four years,
you will have developed what you may term an increased death rate. These
are all questions, however, which will Have to come before the Committee to
be hereafter appointed, which the present committee left open in submitting
their general fundamental plan.
The Commander-in-Chief : The Commander-in-Chief desires to excuse
the Committee on Resolutions, that Committee having a vast amount of matter
before it for consideration, and if there is no objection I will interrupt these
proceedings long enough to give the Chairman of that Committee time to make
a brief statement to the Commandery.
W. S. Oberdorf of New York : Commander-in-Chief, the Committee on
Resolutions will meet at room 348 at 10 o"eloek this morning, and all brothers
who have matters to bring before that committee — and there are quite a num
ber of them — are requested to try and present them at that time.
The Commander-in-Chief : Proceed brothers.
Isaac Cutter of Illinois : Commander, I am not satisfied with the
answer to my original question.
The brother answered by saying that this
Board would furnish the money. How are they going to furnish it ? That is
I think it is a very important matter and that it should
what we want to know.
be definitely stated as to the plan by which this money is to be raised, because
I believe that is what the action of this Commandery-in-Chief must depend
upon in this insurance business.
W. R. Cooper of Tennessee : Commander, I will say to the brother that
it will devolve upon this Board to furnish the money.
Isaac Cutter of Illinois : Commander, what I want to know is how are
they going to do it

Walter

?

Payne

of Ohio : Commander. I suggest that it is customary in
the organization of these enterprises that when a member joins an insurance
branch he pays one assessment in advance, and when they organize a new
insurance company it is generally provided that no policy shall be issued until
a sufficient number of members have united with the insurance branch to
furnish them the desired capital stock.
A. "\V. Batcheldeh of Massachusetts : Commander, in answer to that
question. I wish to say that after this Board is established, upon them will de
volve the task of raising the money, starting the business, and carrying it
If sufficient brothers see fit to go
through. They will have no obligations.
into such a scheme the money will come from those brothers.
In other words
those who desire insurance can have insurance by paying for it. It is not in
tended that the Commandery-in-Chief shall ever be called upon for one dollar.
The Constitution explicitly says that the Commandery-in-Chief shall not be
liable for any debt, obligation, etc.

George

8.

B. ABBOTT of Illinois : Commander, this question of insurance
for the Order of Sons of Veterans has been before the Order in more or less
It will be remembered by the elder brothers of
degree since its inception.
the Order that it came very prominently before the organization during my
term as Commander-in-Chief,
and a very favorable plan was originated in the
Division of Massachusetts, and quite competent brothers were connected there
with. Now am interested in this only in a negative way. In the first place I
do not believe the State of Illinois would permit the Sons of Veterans of
Illinois to do business there 'i Before it would do so, we would have to file a
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bond, or something of that kind, and
do not believe the Order is in a condi
tion to do it. But there are two vital questions that we must not overlook, one
is the question of being compelled to unite with this body, which we are
assured will not be required, and the other one is still more important, and
that is the liability of the Commandery-in-Chief. You may take a white mule
and paint black stripes upon him and sell him to Mr. Barnum for a zebra if you
want to, but still it is a mule. You can adopt a constitution declaring that the
of the Sons of Veterans is not liable for the obligations
Commandery-in-C'hief
of this insurance branch, etc., but if you get tangled up with some of the

States they will ferret down as to where the responsibility of this organization
lies : and any constitution you may adopt will have nothing to do with it what
ever. They will look back and see where the responsibility is. No declaration
of a Board of Directors, no declaration adopted by this insurance branch will
affect our relationship, or our responsibility in the least. They will say what
is the relationship, what is the exact relationship ? Is it a partnership, or
what is it ? The point we must look at very closely is the matter of responsi
Under no circumstances
bility and liability of this Commandery-in-Chief.
must we jeopardize our integrity, or subscribe to or endorse any kind of
I shall not discuss here and
organization, insurance or whatever it may be.
Those
go into details as to the ultimate end of all mutual insurance societies.
who have given the subject attention are entirely familiar with that question ;
and it is with reference to the ultimate end in view that I wish to talk to you
upon this question, upon the responsibility of the Commandery-in-Chief. I
particularly appeal to the attorneys of this Encampment to see to it that the

integrity and responsibility of this organization is in no way jeopardized in
this matter.
The matter of passing a resolution or law that we are not
responsible don't figure in the least. A man might just as well publish in the
If he has
newspapers that he is not going to pay his bills. That don't figure.
got real estate or personal property he has got to pay his bills any way. If he
is responsible they can be collected of him, and if we are responsible we will
have to suffer no matter how often we declare we are not responsible. That does
not affect the matter at all. It seems to me that if the organization wants insur
ance—and I am perfectly willing that those brothers who want to try it should
try it— and will vote with them providing they will present the draft of the
plan that the Commandery-in-Chief can safely —
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother's time has expired, Is there
unanimous consent that he may proceed? (Cries of "Consent, consent, con
sent',.) Consent is given for Brother Abbott to proceed. Brothers, the Chair
desires to enforce our rules. That is my only object in notifying the Encamp
If you want promiscuous and un
ment when a brother's time has expired.
"Where we have an able broth
limited discussion the Chair has no objection.
er on the floor and the Encampment desires him to proceed with his remarks
to the fullest extent the Chair will be very happy to permit it. Brother Ab
*
bott will proceed.
Geohge B. Abbott, of Illinois: Brothers, the Commander-in-Chief is
very correct and I am very glad to have him call me down, or anybody else
who goes beyond the limit. It seems to me that if the Committee that has
this matter in charge would proceed something in this way it would be better:
Let those who are interested in the organization of this Mutual Insurance for
the Order, perfect a plan and procure its charter, or whatever authority it re
quires in order to do business— for it must have some fundamental backing
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and they surely do not want to go ahead as a partnership— you have got to
have a charter or some authority from some State in order to do business as
an Insurance Company— let that be accomplished, let the fundamental organi
zation be perfected outside of the Commandery-in-Chief; do not say that it is
in any particular attached to. or responsible to the Commandery-in-Chief ex
Then when that has been ac
cept as you have provided for its government.
complished have the Council-in-('hief authorize the Commander-in-Chief to is

sue to the Order at least a statement that such an insurance organization
known as the Sons of Veterans Mutual Insurance Company, or Society, has
been organized and meets with the approbation of the Commandery-in-Chief
and that brothers are desired or requested to place their insurance with it.
that is those who desire to do so. It seems to me in that way we have set up
a line between the Commandery-in-Chief and this Insurance organization, and
that the Commandery-in-Chief would in no way be responsible for its affairs.
The only point that I am contending for is to secure the ultimate integrity of
I Applause.)
the Commandery-in-Chief, which we must guard most zealously.
pleased in
much
I
am
very
\V. K. Cooper, of Tennessee: Commander.
deed with the remarks of Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott. The committee
has had under advisement, and discussed the identical questions that Brother
Abbott has stated on this floor. The committee thoroughly recognized that
to becom? responsible as an Insurance Branch you must exist by virtue of au
This state
thority given you by the laws of some state, by being incorporated.
ment that the Commandery-in-Chief shall not be liable is a leading statement.
Now you need not be liable. If this plan is adopted let this Commandery-inChief , direct, by resolntion, or otherwise, this executive Board to become incor
Certain other resolutions provide that when it is so incorporated
porated.
and the Commander-in-Chief has full knowledge and information of that fact
then the matter may be promulgated to the Order that it is ready for business.
That is the idea. In that way the Commandery-in-Chief cannot be compro
mised in any sense whatever, nor made liable for any contract financially or
That matter has been thoroughly considered by the Committee.
otherwise.
I fully agree with Brother Abbott on the point that whatever is done this
Commandery-in-Chief wants to hold itself so that its garments will be free in
This is only a factor. Let it come just as Brother Abbott says,
every sense.
but let us provide for that time. That can be done I think by some resolution
of the Commandery-in-Chief. If any direction is to be given, the committee
might actually meet now and adopt it. I have no doubt the committe? will be
willing to do it.

W. M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island : Commander—
:
The brother from Rhode Island will have
to wear the badge of the Order before he can be recognized by the Chair.
A. W. Batchelder, of Massachusetts : Commander, I am glad that Past
Commander-in-Chief Abbott has brought out the point so plainly and forcibly
that this Commandery-in-Chief is liable for the bills incurred by any of its
creatures, which means the Sons of Veterans' Guards or the Insurance feature,
or any other feature.
We have promised that the Commandery-in-Chief shall
not be responsible for any of the debts incurred by the insurance feature and
in the manner that Brother Cooper has just stated.
James 1). Kowen, of Iowa : Commander. I was not in when the first part
of this report was read. I would like for information on one point. Does this
plan contemplate that it shall be compulsory upon each member of each Camp
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it does not.

James

D.

Kowex, of Iowa

:

The Chair would answer the brother that
The insurance feature then is divorced from

:

the other.
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:

The Chair

so

understands.

Are there any

further remarks on this question ?
this com
J. V. Hilliard, of Ohio : Commander, there is no doubt thatthink,
how
I
well.
mittee has done its work conscientiously, and has done it
consider
to
Commandery-in-Chief
ever, it is a very important thing for the
There is no doubt in my
when it is considering a question of life insurance.
feature,
mind that the Commandery is too closely lined with this insurance
like
something
exclusively,
unless we want to go into the insurance business
we are
that
think
hardly
Arcanum,
I
and
the Knights of Honor, or the Royal
as an organiza
able to say that we are ready to go into the insurance business
organization if
an
as
business
this
into
to
go
tion. We would be compelled
h ?nce make ourselves
we would follow out the report of this committee, and
Now I am not in any way at all indisposed toward
liable for all obligations.
as much
I believe in life insurance, and I believe that Ibuthave
life insurance.
same
the
at
;
Commandery
upon my life, perhaps, as any brother in this
is to
money
the
where
to
time I think we should consider the question well as
"mu
word
The
money.
come from, and the plan by which we are to get the
are considering to
tual" in no way applies to such an insurance feature as we
might, but the
"assessment"'
The word
day. The word "co-operative" might.
mutual com
a
is
York
New
of
word "mutual" may not. The Mutual Benefit
The New
stock.
capital
of
mean
I
or
pany. It has not a dollar of cash capital,
Never
company.
York Life has S100,000 capital stock. It is not a mutual
neces
is
of all that
theless the members on such policies receive the benefit
whole
the
Now
insurance.
sary to carry on the business and pay the cost of
companies
life insurance
question in life insurance is the cost of it. If the old
insurance, then we ought to de
life
for
much
charging
too
country
are
of this
charged and nothing more.
velop some plan by which merely the cost should be
the co
I do not believe it is a desirable thing to conduct life insurance upon
to en
wants
Order
this
do not believe that
operative or assessment plan.
as
cents
60
be
shall
there
gage in the business of life insurance and say that
higher
a
then
and
on,
so
and
sessment for members from 18 to 22 years old
that brother's widow,
assessment.- and then when a brother dits that you pay
he was insured for.
or his beneficiaries, only one-tenth part of the amount that
relief when the
The best insurance is that which will give the most possible
insured for SI, 000
brother "s family is placed in distress, and if when a brother
Where is the money
dies, his widow only gets $100. insurance becomes a farce.
It must come by assess
to come from ? You say by assessments. It is true.
How does the money
ments if it comes at all— if you operate upon this plan.
Twenty years ago it
come from the Knights of Honor ? From assessments.
month.
one
in
To-day it is three calls
was one call in four months.
up.
is
The Commander in-Chief : The brothers time
the
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois : Commander, I am in favor of giving
off.
brother
any
cutting
brother more time. I am not in favor of
that Brother
The Commander-in-Chief : Is there unanimous consent
Hillard may
Brother
objection.
no
Hillard may proceed ? The Chair hears
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V.

Hillard, of
I do not want

Commander, in mentioning the Knights
any member to think I am saying a word against
was a member of that order at one time.
them.
I am glad however that I
am not to-day; but I am not saying anything against the Order.
What 1 was
going to say is this, when a brother stands most in need of his insurance coeperative and assessment insurance companies are the ones that will not give
That is a broad assertion, but believe it is a truthful one. The
it to him.
Knights of Honor today are making three or four calls every month for the
purpose of paying off death benefits. Twenty years ago they only made one
call in about four months; and the assessments are now becoming a burden
upon those individuals who are in it, and who dare not let go on account of
the enormous mount of money they have already put into the organization.
Let us illustrate for one moment if you please. Suppose, brothers, we are all
30 years of age; we are all in this co-operative life insurance company; the
co-operative life insurance company lives ten years; we are all then 40; sup
pose the life insurance company lives 40 years; we are all 80 if we are living;
but how many are living ? But very few.
wish to make the assertion here,
and
do not think it can be successfully contradicted, that no co-operative
life insurance company can exist thirty years. (Applause.)
there are only ten
in the campany and one dies, and the beneficiary should get what that certifi
cate calls for, and every cent of it, the beneficiary would get about eight or
do not believe the meeting obligations in that way.
do not
nine dollars.
believe that this Commendery-in-Chief wants to meet its obligations that way,
and
do not believe that the order of the Sons of Veterans desires to go into
am
a business that will reflect discredit and dishonor upon its membership.
inclined to the opinion that if we do take up this matter, if we do go into
the insurance business as recommended by this committee, that before a year
and a half rolls around, discredit will come upon this order and the Courts
will show where the responsibility is. Now, have said perhaps more than
do not desire to say as much as
ought to have said upon this question.
might be said upon this question from the simple fact that there are certain
brothers in this Order who desire this kind of protection, this falsehood of pro
might say, which is sometimes thrust upon us by the co-operative
tection
insurance companies of this country.

of Honor,

I

Ohio:

I

I

I

If
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A' Bock Walter, of Indiana;

Commander,
realize that a large num
here
have
come
to
ber of brothers
this Encampment for the purpose of
today
doing what they consider an act for the benefit of the Order of the Sons of
am willing to concede to those brothers the same disinterested
Veterans.
I do not desire to
motives that actuate me in opposing what they present.
feel
say anything that will be taken as a personal reflection on them; but
deeply on this question of an attempted Life Insurance Association inside of
wish to warn the members
the Order, and what
say may sound harsh; but
What
of this Commandery against the plan that is offered to us for adoption.
is it? That we shall first provide in this Encampment for an association — to
The Sons of Veterans Association. After that association
be called what ?
has been duly incorporated the Comniandery-in-Chief or the Council-in-Chief
certify that fact to the members of this Order, that the Sons of Veterans Mu
tual Benefit Association has been incorporated and is opened for business.
Now then, by some jugglery of law we may escape financial responsibility —
that is possible — but we no more escape moral responsibility for the acts of
that association than would you or 1 should we walk up to a brother of this
C.
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I

I
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Order and say, "Brother McGuire, here is John Smith; I know him; he lives
in the city of Boston;" and Brother McGuire would cash a check for him or
endorse for him.
I would be under no legal responsibility to Brother Mc
Guire if he endorsed in bank for that man, but there is a moral responsibility
upon me to reimburse Brother McGuire for every dollar that he might have
lost through this false friend that
introduced to him. Now we go to the
members of this Order throughout the United States and we say "Here is the
Sons of Veterans Mutual Benefit Association," and members of this Order
come into it and you levy assessments upon them, and if the face of the policy
is not subsequently paid at the proper time I say there is a moral responsibil
ity resting upon the Commandery, the sponsor of this institution, to meet its
obligation to the very last cent.
Now then, the history of mutual benefit associations, the line of march of
mutual benefit associations is strewn with financial wrecks. There never has
been known in the United States in the past fifty years a single mutual benefit
association, a single assessment company, that has been carried to a successful
culmination. The majority of them to-day are existing, but the assessments
are increasing and the benefits are decreasing.
We have in the State of Indiana
a mutual benefit association organized ten years ago that has had a large num
ber of losses in Indiana, and it has never paid a single loss in full except the
benefit upon the life of Thomas A. Hendricks, which it paid for an advertise
ment ; and it is a legitimate association.
I say to you that when we put upon the members of this Order an associa
tion whose policy reads that the beneficiary is entitled to 81,000 upon his
decease, but provides that in no case shall the amount paid on any policy
exceed the amount of one assessment upon the members of the class to which
the policy holder belonged, we are then obtaining money under false pretenses.
You cannot give an absolute guaranty to pay that amount. You pay the
amount of one assessment. Now, if you do this and death ensues and you
only pay one-tenth of the amount of that policy, whenever that thing occurs
you have given the death blow to the association itself.
Another fact— and it is one that I could well wish to conceal but we can
not—nine-tenths of the court martials in the Sons of Veterans U. S. A., are
upon charges brought against brothers on account of financial irregularities.
Why do these financial irregularities creep into this association? Because we
conduct our business on sentiment, on the basis of friendship, charity and
loyalty. I am sorry to state it, but business, the cold-blooded business of this
world is not conducted on that basis. When I take insurance, when I enter
into a contract for insurance I do not do it for my benefit. I do not take out
insurance expecting to derive some pecuniary assistance for myself in the
future. I want to know that when the angel of death hovers over my hom
and when I am called to my account I want to go knowing that I have of my
means while in good health provided absolute protection for the loved ones of
my family. ( Applause.)
The Commander-in-Chief : The brother's time has expired. Is there
unanimous consent for him to proceed? (Cries of consent, consent, consent.)
Brother Bookwalter may proceed.
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana : Commander, and Brothers, I want to
know if the contract that I made when clothed in my right mind is to be
carried out to the letter.
I do not want anyone to approach my wife and my
babies in the spirit of friendship, charity and loyalty and say, " Here is onetenth of the protection that your protector provided for you."
I tell you broth
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it is a fact that the history of mutual benefit life insurance shows that it is
insurance, or protection for which the very highest price is paid, and which is
the very poorest article in the market.
You cannot deny it. In Indiana we
have a number of mutual benefit associations and a number of insurance fea
tures allied to fraternal organizations.
AVe have in the Odd Fellows of Indiana
a well conducted insurance association if there ever was one organized ; and
say to you that have an old gray-haired father who has been a member of
that association ever since its inception, and assessments are coming upon him
to-day at the rate of three a month" and it is a great hardship for him to keep
them up. but because of the large amount he has already paid he keeps on and
pays and pays and pays. He don't like to let go of it. He is like the man that
had hold of the tiger by the tail.
he let go of it the tiger eats him up.
Let
the members of this association have their insurance.
AVhen they take upon
themselves the responsibility of a home, their better judgment will compel them
to take out insurance ; let them hunt out some association and buy their in
surance—the best article they can get for the lowest price. If we are deter
mined to give our members that protection, let us give such as the Knights of
Pythias give throughout the world. Let the Camps of the Order wherever
they see fit raise their quarterly dues, say to S2 a quarter, $8 per year, and then
say to the members of this organization, if you are sick, if you are compelled to
stay away from your daily labor, if the income that supports you and your
family has been stopped, then we will pay you five dollars a week sick benefit;
if you die. we will give your widow SII50 for burial purposes ; if your wife dies
we will pay you S50. That is the kind.
That would be common sense insur
ance and something the Order could carry out, instead of the great big organi
zation, whose ramifications would be in every Division of the Order and whose
responsibility would be nothing. Let members of the Order look to their own
home Camps.
AVe could pay $5 a week sick benefits ; SIOO on the death of a
brother, $50 on the death of a brother's wife. The Commandery-in-Chief need
have nothing to do with it, but
think we had better get our insurance outside
of the Order. Let us approach this thing dispassionately— although do not
talk very dispassionately about it — let us give it careful consideration, and if it
is desired to give our members the benefit of an insurance feature, let us recom
mend to the Camps that they increase their quarterly dues to such a figure as
to enable them to pay sick and death benefits to their own members.
[ Ap
plause.]
H. V. Speelman, of Ohio : Commander, in connection with this matter,
would like to call attention to article 23 of the Constitution and Rules and
ere
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Regulations
"

:

No

member of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. shall use the name of the
Order as a sign for any advertising purpose.
Newspapers and magazines pub
lished in the interest of the Order by members of the Order alone excepted."
only want to ask if the adoption of this plan of insurance as submitted
by this committee, or the adoption of any plan of insurance, would not be in
direct conflict with that article of the Constitution ? [ Applause.]
there are only two objections
AAT. H. Russell, of Kansas:
Commander,
have heard so far. The
urged against this proposition of insurance that
first is the danger that the Commandery-in-Chief might become liable for the
debts contracted by this Insurance Branch. Now this Constitution itself ex
pressly provides that the Commandery-in-Chief shall not be liable for any con
tract, debt, or other obligation of the Insurance Branch.
am willing to ad
mit that that will not prevent the Commandery-in-Chief from becoming liable,
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from being responsible for the debts of this Insurance Branch. I am willing
to admit for the sake of argument that that is simply a contract between the
Sons of Veterans of the United States of America and the Insurance Branch,
that is all. But we of the Insurance say to the Order at large that we do not
want you to assume any obligation of ours. We do not intend that you shall.
We give you this notice now that we will never ask you for a cent. When
this Insurance Branch has been incorporated, as contemplated by the commit
tee, a corporation under the laws of some one of the States in which it may be
organized, that corporation becomes liable itself to the extent of its assets for
every obligation which it contracts, for every debt which it may owe; and its
members may be further liable under the laws of the State in which it is in
But that is entirely outside of the Order at large because the ex
corporated.
press stipulation is here inserted that the Order at large shall not be responsi
ble for any debt, contract, or other obligation etc. That is the contract be
tween us of the insurance feature and you of the Order.
That is all there is
about it. The corporation will be responsible for its debts, and only the mem
bers who incur the obligation incurred by incorporation will be responsible,
and not the membership of the Order of the Sons of Veterans of the United
States of America. That objection is done away with because the incorpora
tion itself, as I said, will be the only thing that will be responsible for any
debts, I do not care what resolutions the Commandery-in-Ohief of the Sons of
Veterans may take. The only other objection is that we do not want it be
cause of the unwiseness of organizing a Mutual
Insurance plan. That is
the sum and substance of Brother Bookwalter's statement, and it is the argu
I want to say that a large majority of the
ment of the brother from Ohio.
members in the Western States do want it. Why cannot we have it? We
only ask you to give us the right to say that only Sons of Veterans are eligible.
We simply want the good name that you will give us by accepting this plan.
How about the Sons of Veterans Guards ? Those who were in favor of that
organization wanted it. They asked for it. We of the West had no use for
it because we are not so financially situated out there that we can afford to
and you
equip, but we had no objection to you folks having it who wanted
have
and you may keep it, so far as we are concerned; for you believe that
adds to the stability of the Order.
We want you to have it. We want you
to have everything that will help you out and we want this insurance feature
will help the Order in our communities, and
will do
because we believe
no harm anywhere.
shown by this Constitution itself. It
Clearly that
seems to me that if those members of the knights of Pythias who have spok
en upon this question, and who have quoted the regime of their Order, would
and
observe
little more the spirit of
little more of the spirit of friend
would come with better grace from
ship, charity and loyalty in this matter
We are
them.
The Commander-in-Chief
Brother Itussells' time is up.
seems to me that the debate
Commander,
C. T. Spackman, of Illinois
all upon one side.
hope that no brother, because he happens to be inter
ested in old line life insurance will get up here in this Encampment and try to
kill what two-thirds of the brothers want.
am not going to charge anything
do not know where my brother, Past Commander-in-Chief
of that kind.
Abbott, studied law, or at what college he graduated, or why he makes the
simply say here
statement he does about this constitution that
proposed.
lawyer that there is not one thing in that Constitution
upon my honor as
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that would tie up the Order of the Sons of Veterans to the insurance depart
ment. Another thing, it is true that if you organized in the State of Illinois
you would have to put up a bond. But it is a disgrace and a slur upon the
great Prairie State of Illinois to say that the Sons of Veterans there are not
capable of doing that. They are. They can do it, and will do it if you pass
this law as we want you to. I will say to my brother of the Knights of
Pythias that I have traveled the same road that he has. I have now the bur
den of the Royal Arcanum. I have been through these fraternal orders. Some
of them were rotten, maybe like the one from Indiana that he speaks of. We
want nothing of that kind. Give us a stable insurance put upon the right
basis, and we will be able to carry insurance with our members as I have been
carrying it in one order for thirteen years. I went in at the age of forty-two
and have never paid over $11.45 in any one year to carry $2,000 of insurance.
Now you take it and run it up to $70 and see what you have got. I say that
two-thirds of the brothers of the order in the North and West, yes, threefourths of them want you to adopt this plan. Life insurance is something
that protects the family, that protects the laboring man, that protects the boy
that has got but little of this world's goods and wants to provide something to
protect his little family should he be taken away.
That is what we are asking
for here. Why is it that there are so many members of the Royal Arcanum,
and the Knights of Pythias and these other orders V Why is it that they have
four times the number at their meetings that we have ? Because they have
assessments to pay, something to bring them there. They have not got the
principles of friendship, charity and loyalty as we have, but they have got an
insurance department ; and if you will add an insurance feature to our Order
you will double the membership and double the attendance at our meetings,
and double the interest taken in them, and that is what the Order is lacking
throughout the country.
I am for this insurance. It does not have any con
nection whatever with the Order and it cannot bankrupt the Order.
It is
Fraternal insurance merely indorsed by the Commaudery-in-Chief, the same as
the Sons of Veterans Guards are endorsed by the Commandery-in-Chief.
Commander, will the brother allow me
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:
to ask him a question V If we endorse this insurance organization to the
members of this order and it don't carry out its contracts, you and I agree
that we. are financially responsible, but would not a portion of the stigma
which would attach to the fraudulent organization attach to the Sons of
Veterans V
Commander, it would not be fraudulent.
C. T. Spackmax. of Illinois:
This Constitution proposes nothing of that kind at all. It might be a failure
sir. but not a fraud, by any means. The illustration that the brother made of
one brother passing his worthless check on another would be a fraud. That
is a different thing altogether.
My brother you are wrong: I want to say to
you that I know of what I speak as I have been around the Camps in northern
Illinois, and I know what the rank and tile are asking for themselves. Tn our
little town of Belvidere of 50(X) inhabitants, nearly 82.000.000 of this insurance
is carried today -we figured it up awhile ago— and when you say that none of
these companies have lived thirty years 1 admit that is true but they are a new
thing in this country.
In Germany and in England today they are one, two
and three hundred years old. Yes, take the history of these insurance socie
ties ! It shows that when they are started on the right kind of a basis they
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afford safe and cheap insurance.
In this country it is a new thing, but it is all
right. I look upon life insurance just as I do upon the insurance of a dwelling.
You insure your house, if you have one, in a good stable company. You want
it for protection and you want life insurance for the same reason.
Grant W. Harrington, of Kansas : Commander, it was not my privi
lege to attend the last Encampment, but I read the proceedings with a great
deal of interest.
I saw that you had an experience meeting there, and nearly
every Commander of a Division stepped up and said. ''There is something
wrong in this organization ; we cannot get our members out ; we are loosing ;
we get plenty of them, but we do not keep them." Xow we come to the En
campment and say we have found what was lacking. I heard our Commander
say that last year our losses were simply appalling. Now we believe the adop
tion of this insurance feature will stop that loss. There is no trouble about
regular insurance.
There are no Sons of Veterans, but what can get all the
insurance they want ; but there are some of us that believe if we attach this in
surance feature to the organization of the Sons of Veterans, it will tend to stop
this loss ; that it will hold our members in line and strengthen our organization.
I believe that is one of the points that has been overlooked in this discussion
all the way through.
I know that this movement has brought out the opposi
tion of the men who believe in old line insurance as opposed to the assessment
plan. They tight this because it is an assessment organization.
They right it
because they do not believe in that kind of insurance.
They overlook the fact
that the Order of the Sons of Veterans is in a position now where we have got
to do .something in order to carry it on for the next two or three years. We
are passing out of the kid stage of the Order.
"We must hold up our member
ship. One of our officers— I believe it was the Surgeon-General— in speaking
of the fact that the age of our membership was increasing— said we were
loosing our best class of members and we must do something to tie them to
the Order.
I think the adoption of this insurance feature is the thing to do.
I believe that is the greatest thing to come out of this insurance feature.
Brother Bookwalter attempts to make a point that you are giving a fraudulent
contract, that you are giving a contract that you cannot live up to, and he talks
indiscriminately about these insurance companies. I hold three policies of this
kind, and every one of them says in no ease shall the order pay more than the
amount of one assessment upon the members of the class of the policy holder.
That is what we will put upon ours, and every member who takes a policy of
that organization will know just what to expect. He knows that he will get
his $1,000, provided the assessment brings it. He goes into it with his eyes
open, and there is no fraud about it.
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana : Is it not the strongest argument of the
advocates of the insurance feature that it will afford the members $1,000 of
insurance at $11 per annum rate. Now, if the assessment only brings $100
are not you paying at the rate of $33 per thousand for your insurance V
Grant W. Harrington, of Kansas : Let me say to Brother Bookwaiter that the point is here : If a brother takes a policy in this company he
knows that he will get the face of the policy, provided enough brothers go into
He understands when he goes
the scheme to make up the face of the policy.
in, that if there are not enough to make up $1,000 by one assessment that he
will not get it. He goes into it with his eyes wide open. He knows the con
know that
tract he is making, and there is nothing fraudulent about it.
these fraternal insurance companies have grown, particularly in the last few
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years. And the old line insurance companies are doing their best to force and
crush them out.
know that the policy of these fraternal insurance companies
has forced the old line insurance companies into concessions, and into cutting
down their rates. You can get a policy now from the old line companies in a
good deal better shape and for much less money than you could fifteen or
twenty years ago, and it is because of the fact that these fraternal insurance
companies have brought before the people of the country the fact that they
were being charged too much for their insurance by the old companies ; and
the old companies had to come down in order to hold their trade.' Now this
element that believes in the old line companies has declared war on the assess
ment companies.
expected to find them here, fighting this movement, and
they are here fighting this movement.
hope the brothers will keep that in
mind, that it is insurance of this kind that they are opposed to more than it is
this particular question that we have before us. The brothers who believe in
Fraternal Insurance are for this plan, and those who do not believe in this plan
at all are the ones who are righting this report to-day.
think brothers should
keep this fact in mind, that it is the old line companies and their advocates
that we are fighting here on the floor.
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Commander, as a member of the
A. W. Batchelder, of Massachusetts:
Committee
would like to answer the question asked by Brother Bookwalter.
Of course, if this Constitution is adopted there will be an insurance board who
will regulate all these matters. At the present time the insurance committes
stands in lieu of that board.

I

I

is

if

if

is

a

it

it,

the com
Commander, as
C. A. Book water, of Indiana:
understand
mittee recommends the organization of an insurance feature, in order to pro
vide cheap insurance for the members of this Order.
Is cheap insurance to
policy that will not realize at maturity
charge eleven dollars per annum on
more than from two to four hundred dollars? Is that cheap insurance?
Commander, that
the same
A. W. Batchelder, of Massachusetts:
question asked again, in different form. It was the idea of the Committee
the face of the certificate was one thousand dollars — the word "if"
that
must come in there, because the insurance board will fix all those things, and
the face of the certificate was one thousand dol
not this committee— but
lars, one thousand dollars would be paid. Assessments are provided for, as
The laws of Massachu
we outline our plan, to be called once each month.
the state par excellence, in insurance matters— compel every
setts— and that
insurance association to call for enough assessments to pay all bills and death
there wasn't
thousand dollars in the treas
benefits as they become due.
ury, and if the plan of this committee should be adopted, the assessment
or there would have to be
double assess
would have to be enough to pay
ment— whatever you choose to call it— but as assessments must be called to
the claim cannot be paid, the association would die of its
pay that bill.
was so that this
The reason that Constitution was framed as
own weight.
found that this insur
Commandery-in-Chief might at any future time,
was intended to do, cut
off and let it die.
ance feature was not doing what
That
the whole idea of the thing.
would like to
Commander,
Charles D. Rooney, of Massachusetts:
Is intended that this organization, if
ask Brother Batchelder one question:
approved by the Commandery-in-Chief, shall be incorporated under the laws
of Massachusetts?
A. "W. Batchelder, of Massachusetts:
That
not for this committee
a
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to decide— just what state we would incorporate in. That will have to be de
cided by the Board to be appointed.
It probably would not be incorporated
under the laws of Massachusetts.
the ideas of this committee are followed
out, that feature would be a feature of the plan— that is to say, we must raise
enough money to pay the bills; enough assessments must be called to meet
obligations of the company.
No other plan is honest.

If

Charles D. Roonev, of Massachusetts:
Commander, I would like to
ask Brother Batchelder one question : 13 it intended that this organization,
if approved by the Commandery-in-Chief, shall be incorporated under the laws
of Massachusetts?
A. W. Batchelder, of Massachusetts : That is not for this committee
to decide—just what State would incorporate in. That will have to be decided
It probably would not be incorporated under
by the Board to be appointed.
the laws of Massachusetts.
If the ideas of this Committee are followed out,
that feature would be a feature of the plan— that is to say, we must raise
enough money to pay the bills; enough assessments must be called to meet
obligations of the Company.
No other plan is honest.
C. D. Rooney, Massachusetts : Commander,
Brother Batchelder under
stands, of course, as well as I do, and probably a good deal better, as he is in
that line of business, that the laws of Massachusetts are very stringent, and a
great many restrictions are thrown around companies seeking to do insurance
business in that state; and
want to know whether this organization, as it is
proposed to be organized, would be able to do dusiness in the state of Massa

I

chusetts?
A. W. Batchelder, of Massachusetts : Commander, I would say it
would. I think that is all the question calls for. In other words it would be
incorporated under the laws of Massachusetts.
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts ; My point is, Commander, that in certain
states, notably Massachusetts, and perhaps Illinois, and I think some other
states, they have very stringent laws and regulations in regard to companies
doing an insurance business, some of them requiring bond, and some a deposit,
and some a certain amount of capital.
That is on account of the very painful
experience they have had with certain fraternal organizations that have run
different lengths of time and then failed. To guard against those things, they
have made laws that necessitate a certain amount of capital, or require a
deposit in the state treasury, and other such regulations that will assure the
persons interested, or in these orders, that they are going to get something out
of them, for their money— the full amount of their policy. The point 1
wanted to bring out is that if the Commandery-in-Chief intends to indorse
some plan of fraternal insurance, I want to make it so that it will be of uni
versal operation— something that can be taken into every state in the union,
and more especially into the states where they have stringent insurance laws.
A. \V. Batchelder, of Massachusetts:
Commander, if the insurance
branch is chartered in any state, the brothers in any state can take out a cer
tificate in that branch, under the laws of the state in which that branch is
There is nothing I think in the laws of Illinois,— although the
chartered.
brothers from Illinois, know about that better than I do— that would prevent
an invidual from his own risk. The laws of Illinois provide certain forms for
instituions chartered in that state.
Commander, that is not the point, at
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts:
all. I know I can buy insurance in Mexico, of Central America, if I want to:
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but is the plan of insurance that is proposed, going to be such that it can come
in and be incorporated under the laws of those states where they have strin
gent regulations governing insurance companies ? Is it going to be such an
organization as that it can do business in those states ?
Commander, if the plan under
A. W. Batchelder, of Massachusetts:
advisement in ths committee is adopted, the insurance branch could be incor
porated under the laws of and state in the Uuion, no matter how stringent.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander,
would like to ask Brother
Batchelder or any member of the Committee, a question:
I first want to
state that I am in no way connected with old line insurance, except to pay
my premiums, and I do pay assessments in mutual companies as well— so
that I think that these slings at the old line insurance are out of order.
want to ask Brother Batchelder if it is not a fact that there is not a mutual
insurance company, or assessment association doing business in the United
States, that if required to liquidate its liabilites, if required to do so without
going into bankruptcy?
Commander, I am on this floor
A. W. Batchelder, of Massachusetts:
under circumstances a little peculiar.
I am the agent of an old line life insur
ance company.
I do not believe there is any person within hearing of my
voice that has made such a study of the matter as I have. I will answer the
brother's question, that there are very few. 1 was appointed on this commit
tee, I presume, because it was known that I was opposed to the association
The reason I was opposed to it was because, as I think, they are not
feature.
It is a fact that no insurance association can ever succeed
properly managed.
for any great length of time. Brothers came here demanding a certain object
in view. They ask that we adopt an insurance feature, claiming that they are
that
would do them
right, in that respect, that a large number ask for
would increase their membership and promote the stability of the
good, that
believe
know
you are looking for some
Order.
would. But, as say.
insurance feature that will last forever, or for any great length of time, you
are looking in vain.
want to
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, one other question:
ask if there
any mutual insurance company that has been doing business
for ten or fifteen years, whose assessments are not gradually increasing in
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W. H. Cooper, of Tennessee: The Royal Arcanum has been running for
probably fourteen or fifteen years, and for the last three or four years the as
sessments have run about the same.
They are increasing.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
The brother
mistaken.
to
happen
belong to the Royal Arcanum.
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Quartermaster General Loebenstein: Commander, there
de
one erroneous statement made by Brother Bookwalter. of Indiana, that
sire to correct.
false presumption, and
His whole argument
based upon
that is, where one thousand dollars
promised, the cost per aunum per thous
and dollars, would be eleven dollars, and that the cost would be the same if
only two or three hunnred dollars was raised by one assessment to be paid
the member
on the certificate.
That
where the brother
mistaken.
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ship was so small that one assessment would only net two or three or four
hundred dollars, we all know that the rate of morality would not be near as
large as if the number in the class was large enough for an assessment to net
one thousand dollars, consequently, if the membership was small, and the
amount paid on the certificate was small, the cost per annum per thousand
would be proportionately less. Bound to be so. (Applause.)
come here
E. H. Madison, of Kansas: Mr. Commander and Brothers,
as a high private in the rear ranks.
I have felt somewhat embarrassed amidst
the large number of titled gentlemen that I have met here, but for whom I
entertain the highest respect. I come, brothers, having had some contact with
the common fellows of this Order.
I believe that I hold the high and respon
sible position of member of the Camp Council. That is all. But I have met
the boys of Kansas, of Missouri, of Illinois, and Minnesota and other divisions
of this Order— and come in contact with them, and I believe I can truthfully
tell you that the common fellows of this Order are asking at your hands the
I think that this Commanderyadoption of the fraternal insurance feature.
in-Chief is big enough and broad enough to rise to the level of legislating for
the entire order— not alone for the culture of Massachusetts and New York—
don't forget the boys upon the plains of Kansas, upon the prairies of Illnois,
and in the wheat-fields of North and South Dakota. Don't forget them. They
are asking for something—
(A Voice.) What is the matter with Missouri?
I thought I mentioned the grand state of Missouri. We used to tall it
"poor old Missouri," but it is the grand state of Missouri, now. Missouri is
for insurance.
Even our titled gentlemen are for insurance, I understand.
Now. gentlemen, I want to tell you something, as a man who is not an old
line insurance agent, but is a common observer of current events. This is the
day ot fraternal insurance for the poor man. lie may be mistaken in it—
I doubt it — but it is his insurance. The gentleman who belongs in the state of
New York, and who can draw his check for ten thousand dollars even in these
times, possibly does not need that insurance, but I want to tell you, as near as
I can, my views, and the views of the Division of Kansas, and of the Western
These gentlemen that I have referred to, don't
boys, upon this question.
need this insurance, possibly.
They can and do pay for insurance in the old
line companies.
I was very much pleased by the remarkable report submitted by our Sur
geon-General, and the entire Order present, was pleased with it. Did you
notice that by that report over eight thousand of the forty-two thousand mem
bers of this Order are farmer boys ? That thousands of them were unskilled
laborers ? Did you notice that thousands of them were clerks and book-keep
ers ? Did you notice that as a matter of fact there are but few men who be
long to this Order that have a salary or income of more than fifteen hundred
dollars ? I believe that is a fair inference from his report. Those men want
insurance of some kind. They are not able, these farmer boys and these la
borers, to pay for old line life insurance, and they want it on this newest [plan.
Brothers, this is the day and age of progress. The wrecks that are stewn
along the road of fraternal life insurance.
The Commander-int-Chief:
The brother's time has expired.
Is there
unanimous consent that the brother may proceed ? (Cries of "consent, consent."
The Commander-in-Chief:— Brother Madison may proceed.
E. H. Madison, of Kansas: Commander, the wrecks that are strewn
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along the road of fraternal insurance companies are each and every one of
them a lesson, and to say that the American people have not profited by those
lessons is to cast a slur upon the intelligence of Americans. (Applause.) I
say to you, and I believe it to be true, that I know there are hundreds upon
hundreds of thousands of men in this country today, who belong to good and
I would like to ask these gentle
responsible fraternal insurance companies.
men this one question:
How many members are there here who now carry
Please hold up your
insurance in mutual assessment insurance companies?
hands; let me see how many there are— I mean either mutual assessment or
fraternal. You see there are quite a number of them. I am glad to see my
friend, the Past Commander-in-Chief, has confidence in them and is a member
of them. 'Why is it there are so many hands up ? Because we believe in them;
because we are depending on them —
G. A. Abbott, of Illinois: It is because we can't let go— that is the reason
we are in them.
E. II. Madison, of Kansas: Well,
can let go, but
don't want to;
believe in it. and I am still in it.
My friend, brother Bookwalter, from the state of Indiana, made a very
plaintive plea with regard to the time when he should be transmitted to the
regions of the blest— and for the sake of the argument, we will admit that he
would go there, unquestionably.
(Laughter.) He said that when this critical
time came, he wanted to know that his family was protected, that every one of
us wanted to know that.
That is true. The men who have the money to pay
for that protection in the old insurance companies can do it; but the man who
lives in the cottage, who lives in the sod houses of Kansas, cannot ask his wife
to go to the bureau drawer and take out the insurance policy that has been
signed by the officers of the Equitable Life Insurance Company of the State of
New York; but I want to tell you that if she is the wife of the Son of a Veter
an, and the Order of the Sons of Veterans have pledged their honor to stand by
this thing, she can go and take from some receptacle a policy which pledges
this branch to pay what it can pay, and death will come easier to that poor fel
low. It may be only a hundred dollars that will be paid her, but it will be that
much.
It may be a thousand dollars; but whatever it may be it will mean a
great deal to those people.
Now, brothers, we ask you to rise to the proud position of legislating for
all of us, for the entire Order. Gentlemen have addressed you who do not
need this fraternal insurance, but we need it. At the city of Helena, last year,
there were a large number of wise doctors.
They all knew the ailment, but
none of them had a remedy. This was a terribly afflicted Order, according to
.the statements that were made there, and none of the wise physicians that
gathered about that sick person could tell anything that would act as a
remedy, that would stay the evil. Isn't that true? Now, we come here this
year, and we ask you in the name of the conrmon people of this Order, to do
Ho not be negative all the time. Be affirmative once in awhile;
something.
be assertive; go forward.
I say this as a representative of the common fellows
of this Order.
believe they are demanding it of you, and
say,
say it to
you in the spirit of friendship, charity and loyalty.
They do not believe that
you have done what you ought to have done.
There is something lack
ing in the Order, and this Commandery-in-Chief is to blame for it. We fel
lows in the divisions cannot remedy it: but you can give us legislation that
will remedy it, and you ought to do it. We believe that this is one thing
that will help us.
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The brothers time has expired.
Commander, I just want to make another

statement, or two.

The Commander-in-Chief:

Is there any objection to the brothers pro
The Chair hears none. Before the brother proceeds, I want to ap
point Arthur B. Spink, of Rhode Island, on the committee to extend our
greeting to the Ladies' Aid Society, in place of Brother O. B. Brown, who can
not be present.
The brothers who are on that committee will be excused from
attendence upon the Encampment, in order that they may visit the Ladies'
ceeding?

Aid.

Brother Madison will proceed.
E. II. Madison, of Kansas: Commander, I am a farmer, or an agriculturist,
as we say out West; a professional farmer.
The Supreme Court of the State
of Kansas made the mistake of admitting me to the bar; and I have taken
some pains to investigate these questions, and I find that fraternal insurance
societies are almost universally excepted from the stringent laws of these
states to which brothers have referred.
say to you, brothers, that the rule is
that fraternal insurance societies are universally excepted from the operation
of these laws, and you must prove the exception; as the general rule is that we
can operate under the law of any State of the United States; that is the law,
There may be exceptions, but I don't know where they are. Now.
generally.
I say to you that I have taken some pains to investigate these questions. Our
You
people are not rich. Our people are the struggling pioneers in the West.
fellows out in Massachusetts, along about fifty or fifty-five years ago, under
the leadership of Amos Lawrence, came out in the eastern part of Kansas, and
founded our Commonwealth, and' the farmers from Illinois and Indiana and
Ohio have gone there; and we are pioneers. We are not a wealthy people.
The people who surround my home in the state I come from, are common peo
ple; the people who surround my home are agriculturists, almost entirely; and
I ask you now, in the name of these men, to give them this fraternal insurance
feature.
If it is a mistake it rests upon our shoulders — not upon yours.
This committee has done what? It has simply asked you to approve of this
fraternal insurance feature, and permit them to go ahead and fix the details,

I

and

I believe we ought to permit them to do it.
I thank you all for the kind attention you have
Harry Fuller,

given me.

Commander-in-Chief: On account of
serious indisposition, I decided not to say anything on this question, but the
brother from Kansas claims that this is a fight between old line insurance
believers, and fraternal insurance believers.
If I am not mistaken, Brother
Bookwalter carries fully as much assessment insurance as he does old line
insurance.
One of the committee who has snbmitted this report is an old line
insurance man.
Therefore, let us drop the idea that this is a fight between
old line insurance and assessment insurance.
I am in the insurance business,
and also a member of the Order of the Sons of Veterans.
Last year, the Kansas delegation brought the matter before us and the
resolution was referred to a committee of which I was named as chairman,
The desire of
presumably, on account of my beingin. thfeuisurance business.
the Kansas representatives and of Brother Crumbine particularly seemed to be
that an insurance feature would result in our making a substantial and per
manent gain in membership.
Our committee unanimously recommended that a standing committee be
of Wisconsin:
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appointed by the Commander-in-Chief to look into the subject and report to
the next Encampment. As a certain number of the delegates each year were
disposed to feel that insurance would help us and were unable to get much
satisfaction from our National Encampments, I believed, and as one of that
committee, recommended that by holding the matter before the Order for a
year and by bringing the facts before this body we could dispose of it for good
and I believe we shall, and our insurance friends can feel that they have had
fair play.
In the course of my remarks
shall submit soma figures, all of which, are
taken from official reports and are, in each case, as exact as it is possible to

I

prepare them.
do not desire to waste any time in outlining the possibilities of our
future, but give some reasons why life insurance can be of no benefit to our
order at this or any other time. The question does not mean that if you adopt
a life insurance feature that any persons will leave our ranks nor would desert
us if they do not adopt it.
The question is, will a life insurance feature benefit our order. This is a
broad question.
If adopted and carried out it must be permanent, for we cer
tainly can not adopt it and hold it up for a few years and when we are stronger
There
drop it as having been a benefit, for the reaction would mean disaster.
are thirty-rive regular life insurance companies in this country whose insurance
in force is upwards of $4,000,000,000. assests a little less than one billion and
policy holders numbering over one million five hundred thousand, over one
hundred f ratenial beneficiary orders, over four hundred co-operative assessment
life insurance associations, and innumerable semi-private relief associations
(connected with our large factories and manufacturing plants generally and
rail-road companies.)
To the man that wants the benefits of life insurance there are a thousand
opportunities available every day of his life; he can have his choice of the high
priced, or cheap, the fraternal, regular or the association; he can spend five
dollars a year, or twenty-five thousand dollars a year for insurance on his life.
We have been organized twelve years, over one-half of that period strug
gling without even the sanction of the body whose individual services made it
During the past four or five years the S. of V. have
possible for us to exist.
had the God-speed and good wishes of the G. A. R., but more could not be
expected for during these four or five years the G. A. K. has been developing
its strength and in thousands of ways teaching to the rising generation the
greatness of our freedom and country, preserved as such by their loyalty,
patriotism and suffering.
We are laying the foundation of a great National
and Patriotic institution that is to assist them in. their great and good work
and that is to follow in their foot steps. Our present years are years of expe
rience; we are gradually learning by experiments and trials what will best put
us in shape not only to successfully follow up the work of the G. A. It., but to
leave behind us an institution that will live as long as this nation.
Let us be
reasonable.
The object of adopting a life insurance feature is to make our
Order more attractive. We should try experiments, but not such costly ones
as this would be. Is it not better to be the one Order of its character in this
We are sub
country than one of thousands of insurance organizations.
stantially a patriotic organization in our work and the cry is give us
life insurance and we can attract many men into our ranks by it.
say. No!
Let us look around us; we cannot exactly compare our Order to the leading
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fraternal bodies that exist and flourish as such today, but we can learn some
thing by such comparison.
At the top of the heap we find these three organi
zations, viz.: The Masons, Odd Fellows, and K. of P. Has insurance had any
thing to do in making them prosperous ? No man places a policy of life insur
ance at his credit by becoming a Mason, an Odd Fellow, or a K. of P., and the
latter is the only one that has a life insurance department; it is the only one
of our great fraternal institutions that has a life insurance feature in connec
tion with the Order proper; but men do not join the K. of P. for the purpose
of getting their lives insured; it is an after consideration. After having joined
they can take insurance in the usual manner if they desire it. But a small
portion of the K. P.'s belong to the insurance department, commonly called
Endowment Rank, and, although it has been managed in an exceptionally
economical and business like manner, it cost the average member in 184*2* over
$15 per thousand for his insurance, and the insurance feature was instituted
in 187". (fifteen years ago.) What does this mean? It means that the life
insurance department of the K. P."s cannot under any possible conditions
exist beyond 1910.
Life insurance has not been the means of adding one mem
ber to its Order.
Some of our brothers seem to feel that we should now have
500,000 members; successful organizations don't grow in that way.
We can afford to simply hold our own in membership for a few years and
not feel at all worried over the future. If any organization in this country
should exist on its principles it certainly is ours. Look at our strong organi
zations of the G. A. R.; is there any life insurance about it? The Masons; is
there any life insurance about it?
Likewise the Odd Fellows. The other
strong fraternal organizations like the Royal Arcanum, Legion of Honor, etc.,
were organized as life insurance societies and when the life insurance benefit
ceases the organization cease's.
The Royal Arcanum, Legion of Honor and
similar organizations will have been forgotten in twenty-five years from
today, but it is possible that the S. V. will at that time shine as the greatest
organization in the country.
The Masonic and Odd Fellows" so called insurance associations or compa
nies are organized
and carried on by individual members of the respective
orders, and some of them do not restrict their business to. members of the
Order, notably the largest, the Northwestern Masonic Aid of Chicago.
Inci
dentally I want to say here that in one state (New York), twelve associations
having the word Masonic in their incorporate name have ceased to exist since
1880, likewise four Odd Fellows, and New York state is no exception to the
rule. There are doing business in New York state today, thirteen distinct
Masonic associations and five Odd Fellows; an idea of their condition may be
obtained from the following facts: Eleven of the Masonic show a falling off
in business and an increase in cost. The oldest one being the Southern Tier
Masonic Relief Association of Elmira, which was organized in 1868; its death
claim for 1892 was one hundred and nine thousand dollars, on which it paid
only forty-six thousand dpllars.
It. lost, during the year, by lapse, thirty per
cent, of its, membership, and each member that hung on the full year, paid
•• .
.
over 850 in assessments.
•.
Commander-in-Chikk;
The brother's time is up. Is there unani
i The
'
.mous consent that Brother Fuller may proceed?
McCrillis,
Frank
of Illinois: I will yield the floor if I may be recog
I have been up two or
nized at the conclusion of Brother Fullers remarks.
three times.
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The Commander-in-Chief: There can be no such understanding.
Does
Brother McCrillis object to Brother Fuller proceeding further.
F. M. McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander, I will withdraw the objection.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brother Fuller may proceed.
Harry Fuller, of Wisconsin: The next oldest is the Western X. Y.
Masonic Relief Asssn. of Rochester, which commenced business in 1871 which
shows a loss during 1892 of 30 per cent of its membership and although it paid
only §250.00 on each death claim it took over 826.00 from each member to pay
it.
Records show that there are twenty-three assessment and fraternal insur
ance associations in this country that are upwards of fifteen years old. The
aggregate membership of sixteen of this number is less than eighteen thous
and; every one of which is simply on its last legs.
The oldest organized in
1867, Brooklyn Masonic Mutual Relief Association, having recently given up
the ghost with a membership of less than five hundred; and a death-rate dur
ing the past year of over forty members, or ratio of eighty death losses per
thousand; all of these sixteen show a decrease in membership during the past
ten years and an increase in the death ratio of fully 100 per cent. The balance
of the twenty-three noted as having existed over fifteen years are: First.
Knights of Honor, 1874, which shows a membership of one hundred and twenty
thousand in 1881 and one hundred and twenty-seven thousand in 1892.
Deaths
in 1881, one thousand and fifty-six, and 1892 twenty-two hundred and thirteen;
the ratio of death losses per thousand being 8.79-100 in 1881 and sixteen and
Second, The Northwestern Masonic Aid of Chicago, or
five-tenths in 1892.
ganized 1874, which shows a membership of 37,0*50 in 188(i and 49,500 in 1892.
nevertheless with an increasing death-rate of 7.40-100 in a thousand in 188fi to
over thirteen in a thousand in 1892; and the Knights of Pythias' Covenant
Mutual Benefit, the Mercantile Benefit Association of New York, Royal Temp
lars of Temperance of Buffalo, and the United Workmen, each of which shows
somewhat of an increase in membership and each an increase in death rate
per thousand; the other is the Royal Arcanum, which shows a decidedly
marked increase in membership, viz: from 33,330 in 1881 to 137,000 in 1892 and
still an increase in death per thousand of 5.70-100 in 1881 to nine in 1892.
In the past twenty years over fourteen hundred assessment life insurance
associations have collapsed of which we have a record.
Assessment insurance
is temporary insurance only, and the vast majority of our intelligent and rep
resentative business men and mechanics carry it simply as such. Fraternal
life associations and assessment life insurance generally is doomed to certain
failure for the simple reason that it ignores the unalterable law of average and
undertakes to perform impossibilities.
The principles and objects of our Order are all right, just as they are. We
can, perhaps, improve those requirements and conditions which go to make
our social and fraternal features successful, we may want a little more display
and work in our Camp room, it may be wise to increase the minimum mem
bership of the Camp, it would possibly be to our advantage to affiliate a great
deal closer with the
A. R., but we do not want a life insurance attachment.
(Applause.)
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander, I think that some of us are
not exactly honest, or perhaps a better way of putting it is that we do not un
derstand just the way that is before the Encampmdnt. As I understand it,
this committee have made a report to us, in which they recommend the organ
ization of an insurance feature. They also present to us a Constitution, and a
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motion is now pending, that we accept the report of the committee, and adopt
this Constitution. Now, then, the brothers say, "Oh, we don't want the Commandery-in-Chief to be responsible; all we want is your consent to go ahead
and organize this company.''
Yet they come in here and ask us to adopt a
Constitution which in itself provides for the organization. Then what will be
done if we do that ? A committee of five is to be appointed, as I understand
it, by this Commandery; they are to go ahead and organize this insurance
feature.
To whom are they responsible ? Who has accredited them ? Why,
this National body, of course. Can we shirk the moral responsibility, being
the father of this concern? Is it not true that if that organization, in the
future, fails to meet its obligations, those to whom money is due, can come to
us as the National body and claim that money?
And would we not pay it, if
we had the money?
am sure we would feel morally obligated to do so.
Now, I am in favor of insurance, but I am opposed to this resolution. I am
entirely opposed to it. If the brothers who want insurance would, out of
their goodness of heart, go ahead and perfect the organization, secure a charter
from some state, and get in shape to do business on their own responsibility,
and then come to us with a perfected plan that we could indorse, after it had
been properly examined and looked into by some committee, I would be in
favor of it. I should be in favor of saying that the Commardery-in-Chief in
dorsed or recommended it, to the extent of recommending
to the brothers of
the Order that it was a good insurance feature.
But I am utterly opposed to
this body going into the insurance business, and I cannot look at it in any
other light. I believe that is its true light. I believe if this resolution passed
and this Constitution is adopted, that we are doing nothing more nor less than
going into the insurance business, as an organization, and that this CommandI cannot see it in any other light, and hope
ery-in-Chief will be responsible.
the resolution will not prevail.

I

I

I

Walter S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander, believe that this is a matter
that should be settled entirely by a mass meeting of the Sons of Veterans,
present at this time, and not by the Commandery-in-Chief. If we act upon
this question our record shows that we did it; that we are the father of this
institution, and responsibility will certainly rest upon us. 1 move that this
whole matter of insurance be referred to a mass meeting of the Sons of Vet
erans present in Cincinnati, at this time, to be settled by them.
The motion was not seconded.

William M. P. Bowex, of Rhode Island:

I

want to say
Commander,
very strongly with what has been said here upon this ques
In the state of Rhode Island there have been many efforts to secure
tion.
some proper method of insurance, but we have seen so much of this sort of
thing, we have seen so many wrecks throughout the difflerent states, and in
different places, that we do not feel prepared to support the plan that has been
I cannot help feeling that the remarks of General Bookwalter and
suggested.
Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott, about our moral responsibility, are very
applicable, and contain a great deal of force. It is inevitable, if an association
of this kind receives the approval of the Sons of Veterans in its Commanderyin-Chief, whether it be a fraud or whether it be a failure, the responsibility
will rest upon us, and if it should be a fraud, having gone into business with
the distinct official approval of the Sons of Veterans, it would come very near
it were to prove a failure, the effect would be
swamping this organization.
know we all want to get something for nothing. That is a
nearly as bad.
that

I sympathize

I

If
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sentiment that is implanted in all of us, and that is the sentiment that all of
these fraudulent insurance associations appeal to. What is the result, then ?
know even bank cashiers who have been caught by that sort of temptation,
and whose money has gone into the pockets of clever fellows who have started
these organizations, from which the policy-holders
have never derived any
benefit whatever.
The brrtther speaks of the fact that those stringent regula
tions in Massachusetts and some of the other states do not apply to fraternal
insurance associations.
That should be the death knell of them. "What are
those regulations for but for the protection of its members?
Why is it that
capital invests in these old companies, and stays with them? Because they
furnish protection; because they are working under regulations that guarantee
protection, and their policy holders are not necessarily rich men. There are
but two proper ways in which associations of this kind can present any practi
cal benefit to our organization.
we wish to make a contract for long time
insurance- and myself, have no insurance of any kind, whatsoever-— why not
make a contract with some long established old line company, to give us its
discount which generally goes to its agent, and which the agent generally
divides with the policy holder? We can take out ins^ir^nce in that way. that
will be worth something, and secure a large reduction. Then, again, if we do
go into the insurance business, why limit our business to the forty thousand
members of this Order, when these other companies place their business among
sixty millions? Why not get the benefit of accumulated capital, and get the

I

I

If

If

brothers
cheapest rates, which years of experience have shown possible?
want any other insurance, why don't they themselves extend the charity fund
of the camp, so as to pay their members benefits, as the Knights of Pythias do ?
They can pay benelits the same as other organizations do. and the work would
be limited to each camp.
There would be no large fund accumulated in the
hands of a few people. Every camp would stand on its own foundation, and
could pay whatever benefits it chooses. The matter would be entirely in the
hands of the Camps.
(Cries of "question, question. ")
Are
The Commander-in-Chief: The question has been demanded.
there any further remarks?

W. R. Cooper, of Tennessee : Commander—
As
The CommandeR-in-Chief : The question has been called for.
many as are in favor of this motion—
C. A. Bookwaltkk, of Indiana : Commander. I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief : The brother will state his point of order.
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana : My point of order is that the Comman
der-in-Chief is entirely out of order, in refusing to hear Brother Cooper, and
proceeding to put the question, when a brother is on the rloor desiring to be
heard, the previous question not having been ordered. Although the question
has been called for, there has been no motion for the previous question.
The Commander-in-Chief : The point of order is well taken and
Brother Cooper has the floor.
Brother Cooper arose.
Bartow S. Weeks, of Xew York: Commander, not having spoken upon

I

this question,
claim the floor, as
spoken two or more times.

The Commander-in-Chief:
question.

I

understand

brother

Cooper has already

Brother Cooper has not spoken to the
He has been on the floor several times to answer questions simply.

Brother Cooper has the floor.
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W. K. Cooper, of Tennessee : Commander, I will yield the floor to Past
Commander-in-Chief Weeks.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander-in-Chief and Brothers, it
was not my purpose to say anything upon this question of insurance, but I was
detained from attending the Encampment early this morning, and anticipated
that I would have lost all the debate on this question, but much to my sur
prise, I find that already two hours and a half, nearly, have been consumed in
determining the question as to wheather or not this Order of the Sons of Vet
erans, this organization formed for certain specific purposes, shall be laid aside
and placed in a position where it may really become liable for large amounts
of money— so great that it will swamp the organization. It makes no differance how many Constitutions we adopt here for an insurance organization,
nor how many clauses we put into those Constitutions, stating that we will
not be responsible for any of their debts, or for any of their liabilities, the
moment that this Encampment places the seal of the Order upon any insur
ance feature, that very moment a moral obligation to pay the obligations of
Where would be the Order
that insurance plan, is placed upon our shoulders.
of the Sons of Veterans, if it had scattered over the United States, ten or fif
teen or twenty thousand men who had paid money into some insurance plan,
Those
fathered by this Order, which had no money to meet its obligations?
obligations would, of necessity, either be met by this Order, or this Order
would have a stain upon its escutcheon that could never be wiped out. and it
would result in the death of the organization, because we could not afford to
We would find ourselves swamped by the failure
pay that amount of money.
of the plan that is proposed.
•Now, gentlemen,
it seems to me, as far as that is concerned, that we are
wasting time in talking about taking any steps that will place such an obliga
tion upon our Order. It seems to me that as brothers here have suggested, if
anything of that sort is to be done, it should be done in one of two ways:
Either by a mass meeting of Sons of Veterans, held here, if you please: not
of this encampment calling it, but held by
held under
any resolution
individuals of the Order, called together in mass meeting; or else, as there is in
New York state, a company founded for the purpose of insuring Sons of Vet
erans, in which Sons of Veterans are eligible, whose members look only to
their own charter obligations, and do not look to this organization for any sup
port whatever, except such support as grows out of the fact that its members
must be members of this Order: those who want this kind of insurance might go
into that.
W. K. Cooper, of Tennessee: Commander-in-Chief, I feel simething like
the darky that was before the Grand Jury, lie was being pressed hard for
certain facts, but the only response that could be obtained from him was: "I
I am a little like
don't knowr nothin', 'ceptin' somebody else knows somepin,."
I know something
that old darky. Now. if somebody else knows something,
too. I know this. I know that I know something about the management of
fraternal insurance, and I know something about the legal restrictions that
I know something about
are placed around fraternal insurance companies.
com
the privileges in many States, that are accorded to fraternal insurance
that is
panies, and I know something about the supervision and protection
It was my privilege and my pleasure, growing out of my duty
given them.
this year, to render not less than eight annual statements to as many different
the
state departments; the State of New York, the State of Massachusetts,
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State of Indiana, the State of New Hampshire, the State of Maine, the State
of Oregon, and also the State of AYashington, called for them.
In many of
the states special privileges
and exemptions
are allowed these fraternal
insurance
Orders so that they may introduce their system of business.
These privileges
and exemptions
are in their liabilities, their responsi
bilities, their resources, etc. They are not required to make a deposit, as capi
talized companies, and old line companies are. In the State of Tennessee,
where the Order originated, of which I am a member, the Order can be incor
porated at a reasonable cost, in a short way, and without embarrassment.
Notwithstanding that under the laws of that state, the fraternities are not
supervised, yet by reason of incorporation in that state, under the laws there
of, and doing business in that state, you can do business in other states. If the
laws of the state in which you do business, provide that you must make re
ports, it is conceded that it is wise and proper for the protection of the busi
ness and the wise management of beneficial Orders.
Fraternal Orders do not
object to supervision; it is wise and proper; thercis no difficulty in that line
whatever.

As to the question of incorporation — that is a simple matter. That could
be easily effected, without embarrassment or detriment.
The question is upon
the expediency of forming a fraternal insurance organization as a part of this
Order.
What did the Commandery-in-Chief ask this Committee to do? It
asked the Committee to present it a plan.
That Committee has discharged
its duty. How well, it remains for this Commandery-in-Chief to say. It is for
You may either accept or reject the plan that has been sub
you to decide.
mitted by the Committee.
But to relegate this question to a mass-meeting to
organize separate and distinct, outside of the organization altogether, is not
the correct thing. That was not the idea in appointing this Committee.
The
idea was fraternal insurance, as coming through this Order, not a separate and
The
distinct organization.
"We individuals might step aside and organize.
Order of the Knights of Pythias has been referred to. My brother Bookwalter
mentioned it in his eloquent speech. That Order has what is known as the
Endowment Rank. That is established by its fundamental
law. It makes
and
in a meas
the
members
of
the
Endowment
Rank
are
accountable
reports,
That braneh of the Order pro
ure morally, to report to the lodge-in-chief.
vides insurance for the members of the Order, upon condition that they are
and remain members of the Order; and when they lose their membership in
the Order, they lose their insurance.
That Order has another branch that is
called the Uniform Rank, and that Order has a social lodge feature, in which
any and all who are Knights of Pythias enter. After they are in they can
take the Uniform Rank or the Endowment Rank, at their own choice.
William L Caknes, of Pennsylvania: Commander-in-Chief, we have
heard today from the brethren of Kansas, we have heard from the brethren of
almost every state where Sons of Veterans are found, but we have not yet heard
one word from the great Keystone of Pennsylvania.
I want to say to you today
that I hope this measure will not pass. I hope this motion will be voted down.
I, myself, have had the privilege of being a member of an organization in
Pennsylvania, known as the Knights of Birmingham, connected with the
Masonic fraternity. I joined that organization many years ago, and was a
member of it for a short time, but every month we were assessed two or three
dollars and it became unbearable, as far as I was concerned.
The consequence
was that I had to withdraw. Being a farmer, like my friend from Kansas,
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with hayseed in my hair. I could not keep up the assessments, and I am afraid.
Commander-in-Chief, and brethren, if this resolution should go through, that
is the way it would bi; with many of the Sons of Veterans throughout the
states of this great Union. If such a thing should come to pass. I think that
If our
each division should have charge of the matter, in its own territory.
brothers in Kansas, in Missouri, in Minnesota, in Illinois, and in the great
state of Ohio, desire to have this insurance feature, I think they should have
it, but they should have it from the Divisions.

J. Post, of Michigan: Commander, I move the previous question.
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, I second the motion.
C.

J.

D. ROVVEN, of Iowa:

Commander.

The Commander-in-Chief:

I

second the motion.

The previous question has been moved by
Brother Post, of Michigan, and seconded by Brothers Morgan of Kansas, and
Rowen of Iowa.
The question is. shall the main question be now put ? As
many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual sign of the Or
der. Those opposed. The motion seems to be carried. It is carried, and the
main question is ordered.
The question is now upon the adoption ofthe report
and constitution
submitted by the committee on Fraternal Insurance. As many
as are in favor of the adoption of the plan of insurance and constitution re
ported by the Committee, will signify the same by rising to their feet and re
maining until they are counted. The Adjutant-General will count. Be seated.
Those opposed will rise. The Adjutant-General will announce the vote.
Commander-in-Chief, the vote stands 20 in
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL:
the affirmative, ">5 in the negative.
(Cries of "division, division.")

The Commander-in-Chief: A division is not necessary. A majority
having voted against the proposition, it is declared lost.
Commander,
rise to a point of
Grant W. Harrington of Kansas:

I

order.

The Commander-in-Chief:

The brother will state his point of order.
of Kansas : Commander, the Constitution says
the yeas and nays may be required and entered upon the minutes at the call of
Three members arose and asked for a yea and nay vote.
any three members.
The Commander-in-Chief : The Chair did not recognize any of the
three members calling for the yeas and nays, and rules that the point of order
is not well taken.
W. Y. Morgan of Kansas: Commander, have you a right to deprive a
member of the rights accorded him in the Constitution by refusing to recog
nize him V I renew the point of order, that three members arose and called
for a yea and nay vote, and you said it was not necessary and waved them
aside. AVe have the right to a yea and nay vote, and to have it entered on the
minutes.
W. H. Russell, of Kansas : Commander, it seems to me that the vote
on the proposition could be verified by a roll call.
All we want is to be on
We were instructed in this matter, and jve ask it as a matter of right,
record.
to be placed on record by a roll-call. Now, if it can be done, I would like to
We
have the vote as counted by the Adjutant-General verified by a roll-call.
demand that as a right, to have a call of the roll.
W. B. McArthur, of Nebraska : Commander. I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-IN-Chiff : The brother will state his point of order.
W. B. McARTHUR, of Nebraska: My point of order Commander, is that

Grant W. Harrington
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the brother is out of order. If the brother wishes to appeal from the Chair
he can do so. Otherwise he is out of order.

The Commander-in-Chief:
tion has been settled.

The point of order is well taken. The ques
What is the further pleasure of this Encampment/

W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas:
Commander. I don'fi want to be tenacious on
this point, but I believe that this Encampment should give us fair play. We
have listened to speeches here for nearly two hours —
I). Rowen. of Iowa:
Commander. I rise to a point of order.
The CommANDER-InChief:
The brother will state his point of order.
J. D. Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, my point of order is this: There

J.

is
no question before the house.
The matter which this brother is discussing
has been settled, and the result announced by the Commander-in-Chief, and
he can not occupy the floor, except there be something pending before the
Encampment.
The Commander-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken. We will
proceed in the regular order.
Quartermaster General Loebenstein: Commander. I rise to a
question of privilege.
The Commander- in-Chief: Quartermaster General Lobenstein rises to
a question of privilege.
The brother will proceed.
General
Loebenstein: Commander, I desire to be
Quartermaster
recorded as voting in the affirmative on the insurance question.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair decides that that is not a ques
tion of privilege.
Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks: Commander, it seems to me that
if our Kansas brothers who have devoted so much time to the question of fra
ternal insurance, are anxious for any purpose whatever, to get a record —
William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
William E. Bundy. of Ohio: Commander, the brother is out of order
because there is no question before the house.
The Com.mander-in Chief: The point of order is well taken. The

regular order has been called for.
a

Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks: Commander. I move you sir. that
roll-call upon the previous question be now ordered.
Lewis A. Uilley. of Iowa: Commander. I second the motion.
Fred G. Singleton, of Kentucky: Commander. I also second the

motion.

It is moved by Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks,
Iowa, and Singleton, of Kentucky, that the roll
of
seconded by brother Dilley
As many as are in favor of the motion will
be called on the previous question.
signify it by the usual sign.
Commander. I rise to a point of order.
C. A. BOOKW ALTER, of Indiana:
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
C A. BOOKW ALTER, of Indiana: Commander, my point of order is that
this matter having once been decided by the Chair, cannot be opened up again
by a motion to re-call the roll; it can only be reached by a motion to re-eonsidder the entire matter.
The Commander-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken.
Walter C. Winter, of Wisconsin: Commander. I voted in the negative
on the question of the adoption of the Committee's report, and for the sake of
Commander-in-Chief:
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the brothers from Kansas
now move to re-consider the vote by which the
recommended
plan of insurance and constitution
by the committee was
rejected.
Commander, I second the motion.
W. Y. Morgan, of Kansas:
C. A. Bookavalter, of Indiana:
And on that. Commander, I demand
the previous question.
RECESS TNTIL 2 O'CLOCK
Dan S. Gardner, of Ohio:
Commander. I move that the Commandery
take recess until two o'clock this afternoon.
W. II. Robertson, of New York: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved and supported that we do now
take recess until two o'clock p. m., but before putting the question on this
motion, I will say that the Committee of arrangements have informed the
Chair that the remaining meetings of this Encampment may bo held in rooms
1 and 2 off the rotunda of the Grand hotel, if the members of the Encampment
These rooms have been secured for our accomodation by the local
prefer.
committee.
Is1 it the pleasure of the Encampment
that we meet thereafter
recess? (Cries of '"yes, yes, yes.")
Let it be understood, then, that the future
meetings of this Encampment, beginning with the next one. will be held in
rooms 1 and 2, off the rotunda of the Grand hotel.
The question is now on the motion to take recess until 2 o'clock p. m.
As many as are in favor of the motion will signify the same by the usual vot
The motion is carried,
ing sign of the Order. Those opposed, the same sign.
and the Commandery will take a recess until 2 o'clock, p. m.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.
2

o'clock p. m.

The Commandery-in-Chief met in Rooms 1 and 2, Grand hotel, pursuant
to adjournment.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Encampment will come to order and
the Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll. (Roll call 4.)
The Commander-in-Chief: The first business in order this afternoon is
the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations. I under
stand that committee is not quite ready to report and requests that we pass it
for the present. Next in regular order of business is the report of the Coununderstand they are ready to report.
cil-in-Chief.
If so, by unanimous con
sent we may hear that report while waiting for the report of the Committee
on Constitution, Rules and Regulations. Is there objection ? The Chair hears
none and Brother Kochersperger of the Council-in-Chief has the floor.
Clayton II. Kochersperger on behalf of the Council-in-Chief submit
ted and read the following report:
Cincinnatti, Ohio. Aug. IH, 1893.
To General Hall, and (he officers mid member* of the Twelfth Annual Encamp
ment S. of V., V. S. A.
We, the undersigned, members of the Council-in-Chief, beg leave to sub
mit the following report:
We have carefully examined all the books, receipts vouchers and papers of
the Adjutant and Quartermaster General and found the same to be abso
lutely correct and in accordance with their reports previously presented.
This being the close of the first year of the Quartermaster General's
work under the present law of permanent headquarters, your Council-inChief paid particular attention to the business done by this department, and a
majority of this council have visited those headquarters and are fully satisfied
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that the Commandery-in-Chief made no mistake in the location of the same
and believe that it will result in a great service to the Order.
General Lobensteins management of the business at those headquarters
has undoubtably added greatly to the success of this department, and the
method and promptness of the same have been praised on all sides and the
Council-in-Chief wishes to compliment him on his system of book-keeping and
his business-like
conduct during the first year of his office, and say that his
department was managed with economy and with an eye single to* the wel
fare of our Order.
The Adjutant General must also be complimented for his efficient service
and the successful and accurate manner in which he leaves his year's work.
J I is resommendations. 1. 2 and 3, which relate to the books of this "department,
we hope will be favorably disposed of by this encampment, also the similar
ones of the Quartermaster General.
In conclusion the Conimandery-in-Chief should congratulate itself on
having had such able men at the head of the respective departments under
our attention and we recommend that a vote of thanks be extended to Quar
termaster General Lobenstein and Adjutant General Lyon for the conscien
tious and zealous manner they have performed their duties and for the busines-like methods prevafling in their several departments.
Respectfully submitted in F. C. and L.

Clayton Haines Kochersperger,
)
Com.
Isaac Cutter,
[•
Creyton J. Post,
)
Commander, I move that there"William K. Davis, of Massachusetts:

port of the Committee be accepted.
Arthur B. Spink, of Rhode Island:

Commander, I second the motion.
has been moved by Brother Davis, of
Massachusetts, and seconded by Brother Spink, of Rhode Island, that the re
port of the Council-in-Chief be accepted. Are there any remarks?
move as an amendment
Geo. E. Tehrill, of Vermont: Commander,
to the motion that the report of the committee be received and the recommen
dations contained therein be adopted.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair does not think the amendment
necessary. They would be adopted under the motion already before the house.
Are there any further remarks ?
not as many as are in favor of this motion
will so signify by the usual sign of the Order. Hands down. Those of differ
ent opinion the same sign. It seems to be carried.
It is carried.
The next matter to come before the Commandery-in-Chief would be the
report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
Is that
committee ready to report ?
The committee is now ready to report.
C. A. kookwalter, of Indiana:
The report is as follows:

It

The Commander-in-Chief:
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Gentlemen:
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations
beg leave to submit the following partial report:
Out of the great mass of matter given us for action we have selected the
following as changes and amendments worthy of recommendation:
BASIS OF REPRESENTATION

REDUCED.

that Chap. IV., 'Art. II.. Sec. 1, on page 35, sixth paragraph, be
amended by striking out the words "1000" and inserting "250"' where the same
occurs in said paragraph."
By an examination of the Constitution you will discover that that fixes

First,

mi

INSURANCE.

the basis of representation in this Commandery at one delegate for each 250
after careful consid
We make the recommendation,
members of the Order.
eration, for the reason that we believe that it is patent to every Brother pres
ent, that something must be done to increase the attendance at National En
campments if we wish to keep up the proper interest and the proper spirit in
all the Divisions throughout the organization.

Commander,
if Brother
(it* arterm aster General Loebenstein:
move that the report of the Com
Bookwalter will yield to me for a moment
mittee be considered section by section, and that the sections be considered
adopted as read unless objection be made.
Commander, I second the motion.
C. D. Kooney, of Massachusetts:

I

The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Quartermaster General
Loebenstein and seconded by Brother Kooney, of Massachusetts, that the re
port of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations be considered
section by section and that the sections be considered adopted as read unless
objection be raised. As many as are in favor of the motion will signify so by
the usual voting sign of the Order.
Down. Those opposed, by the same sign.
The motion is agreed to and it is so ordered.
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana: Commander, another argument in favor
if another argument is needed, which don't
of increased representation
think it is— and that is that our Railroad Committee, the Committee on Trans
portation, have already met with difficulty because past promises as to attend
am afraid, be com
ance have not been fulfilled. Our Adjutant General will,
pelled to stultify himself in order to enable those brothers presenting certifi

I

I

cates to secure the reduced rate provided for their return trip. The commitee
believe that whatever serves to increase the representation here will serve to
increase the interest felt in every Division of the Order.
Mr. Chairman. I
move the adoption of the recommendation.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is not necessary to move adoption under
the motion of Quartermaster General Loebenstein which was carried by the
will stand adopted unless there is an objec
Recommendation
Commandery.
tion.
What is the pleasure of the Encampment. Is there objection to this
amendment ?
C. F. Sargent, of Massachusetts:
Commander, with all due respect to
on Constitution, Rules and Regulations,
the Chairman of the Committee
this seems to me to be a very unwise resolut ion. I can see no reason for enlarg
ing the membership or this Commandery-in-Chief to four times its present
number.
If you will remember the report of your Commander-in-Chief he
dwells upon how expensive it was to bring the members here, and how expen
sive it was to run these gatherings.
Xow if this amendment to the Constitu
tion is adopted the expense will be four times what it is now.
it does
not come out of the different Division treasuries it will come out of the indi
vidual members of the Order, and I can see no sense in it: and
for one
would like to to be recorded as opposed to enlarging of the Commanderyin-Chief to four times its present size unless we grow in membership to that
extent.
Quartermaster General Loebenstein: Commander, objection hav
ing been raised
move the adoption of this section of the report of the com
mittee.

If

I

I

Isaac Cutter, of Illinois: Commander. I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved by Quartermaster

Gen
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eral Loebenstein, seconded by Brother Cutter, of Illinois, that this section
the report of the committee be adopted.
Are there any remarks?

of

E, H. Miliiam, of Minnesota: Commander, it strikes me that we are
making almost too radical a change in the basis of representation to take it
from 1000 members down to 250. Why cannot we cut that in two and allow
representation
for only five hundred members.
would be willing to
vote for that.
It strikes me one representative for every 2f>0 members is a lit
tle too much, and it is too radical a change from the old law. Of course it
would put so much more expense on the Divisions to send their delegates here,
and that is something we want to prevent.
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana: Commander, the committee discussed
that matter and they found by examination that a large majority of the Di
visions are now allowing their delegates to pay their own expenses, and this
matter of expense to the Divisions can be regulated by the Division itself.
It
occurs to my mind that a man who is willing to come to the Encampment of
the Sons of Veterans and represent a Division should be willing to pay his
expenses. I know that I have done it every time I have represented the In
diana Division. I have paid my own expenses. Our Division has always de
manded that of its delegates, and we have never had any trouble securing del
egates, and I may say, without appearing egotistical or conceited, that I be
lieve they have been equal to the average run of the delegates from other Di
If we had
(Laughter.) I do not believe it will worlc any hardship.
visions.
400 men in this hall to-day we would have some enthusiasm and spirit and
There would be a little hurrah, of course, and we
good feeling in the Order.
do not need that in deliberative bodies; but still it is a good thing: it warms the
cockles of the heart.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Brothers, 1 am with my old comrade in arms
Minnesota,
of
Past Commander Milham. I do not believe we ought to make
haste so rapidly in this matter.
I do not believe that a large delegation neces
sarily legislates wisely. While it is a good saying that two heads are better
than one. I think there is a limit to that principle and you reach a point where
There is another
a great number of heads are not a particular advantage.
rule that two is company and three is a crowd. We have at times, passed
some very foolish legislation in the order of Sons of Veterans, of which you
are very well aware; audit has oftentimes been done over the opposition of
the older members, those who have been coming here year after year, and had
experience in the Order, and who have tried all these experiments and profited
We
by the result.
New members come along and want to try them again.
meet in another Encampment, and there is a lot of new Brothers who. from
the very best motives but from want of experience, go and undo and do over
again the. things that have in the past been tried and found wanting, and we
are like a lot of little minnows in a fisherman's pail: we keep our noses just
going around in a little circle, and never get outside of it. One year we do
one thing and the next year we undo it; and that is chargeable in a large de
gree to the fact that brothers come here who are not familiar with the legisla
tion of the Order and what has been tried. Now if you get in four times as
many of those brothers who are not experienced, these changes and the chan
ces of foolish legislation are in my opinion increased just in that proportion.
They talk about some of us old fellows as gentlemen of titles, titled gentlemen,
and rather cast a reflection upon us. We have done Trojan service in this Or
When
der. Here is my old friend Frank Merrill who has grown gray in it.
he assumed command of the Commandery-in-Chief he carried home with him

I
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The men who have stood by the Order all these
all its effects in a gripsack.
years know a little something about its needs, and we feel, notwithstanding
the fact that they talk of us as being members of the House of Lords, that we
have earned a right to express an opinion and we think at least that opinion
This change is
ought to carry the weight that comes from long experience.
It was stated in discussing the question of biennial sessions
not essential.
that we are at present spending too much money on the annual Encampment,
and there is too much legislatiom. That was one of the arguments in favor of
biennial sessions. While appreciate the position of the committee I think
[ will vote with them if they make the basis of repre
they have gone too far.
sentation 500 instead of 250. I do not think it is wise to go so far as the com
Let it be made 500 and we will all be satisfied. I move
mittee recommend.
Commander, as an amendment that 250 be stricken out and 500 be inserted m
lieu thereof in the amendment to the Constitution proposed and recommended

I

by the committee.

W. R. Cooper, of Tennessee:

I

second the motion.
Commander,
is moved by Past Commander-in-Chief
Abbott, seconded by Brother Cooper, of Tennessee, to amend the amendment
recommended by the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations by
striking out '"250" and inserting "500". The question is upon the amendment
Are there any remarks?
to the amendment recommended by the committee.
am opposed to that
W. B. McAirnirit, of Nebraska: Commander
amendment, although Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott has a wise head and
truly states the past history of the meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief.
He has informed us that we keep our noses going around in a circle. Per
Now if
haps we do not get the ideas and do not get the thought we should.
we increase our membership four times, perhaps it will swell this circle and we
will get further away from the central point. We will get some new ideas
We want more people here. There are plenty of
and some new thoughts.
members in the organization of the Sons of Veterans that could come here to
day and express their ideas, and we could carry them home and introduce
them in our Divisions and in our Camps and perhaps'in that way we would
materially advance our organization. As coming from Nebraska, perhaps
from a political standpoint it would be wiser for us to vote for this amend
ment, or it would be better for us to leave it just as it is, one delegate to every
thousand members or major fraction thereof, for the reason that the delega
tions of the larger states, with the larger memberships, will be increased in
greater proportion by the amendment than the delegations of the smaller
states like Nebraska; but that is not the idea. We are here for the. good of
the Order, and
think the good of the Order, will be subserved by increasing
the delegations to future Encampments.
Quartermaster General Loebenstein: Commander, arguments
seem to be susceptible of very different constructions when different subjects
have talked upon
are under consideration.
Some of the brothers with whom
the subject of biennial sessions seem to stultify themselves in their arguments
upon the amendment presented here at this time. One of the principle argu
ments which was advanced for the continuance of the annual sessions of the
Commandery-in-Chief before, and then sending them home and setting them
to work for the good of the Order.
"We are confronted here today by the fact
that of those accredited to votes in this Encampment not one-half are present.
We are further confronted by the fact that owing to the agreement made with
the various trasportation lines by the National Transportation Committee 100

The Commander-in-Chiff:

It
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or more certificates must be presented before the reduced rate applies.
You
place the Adjutant General in a position of stultifying himself and saying
that this number of certificates have been presented, or you do away with get
ting the reduced return rate. If we could secure the presence of those entitled
to a vote in our Encampment, our Encampment would be large enough: but I
doubt whether in this Encampment here today of the 29 or 30 divisions repre
sented there is one full delegation.
Certainly no harm can result from
increasing the representation
by reducing the basis from 1000 to 250. The
It need not neces
argument of additional expense does not apply in this case.
sarily involve additional expense upon the divisions. Nearly all the divisions
are represented by men who are paying their own expenses, and such will be
the case if the basis of representation is decreased.
I am in favor of the
original report of the Committe.
Adjutant General Lyon: Commander, one phase of the subject
seems to have escaped discussion here, and that is the subject of local respondence.
Have you noticed that when the names were called by the Adjutant
(ieneral, there is just one vote present of about thirty-five votes from the
Pacific States.
this amendment is adopted and we increase the representa
tion four times, we would hardly see any increase in the reprentation present
from those far away states, while the number of representatives from the
states in the immediate vicinity of the place of hi ilding the Encampment would be
greatly increased. In this way one locality in the country, that in which the
Encampment happened to be held, would have a great prepondence in legis
lation over those far away.
am in favor of the amendment to the
amendment, making the basis of representation 500 instead of 250.
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana;
Commander, with all due respect to the
Adjutant General, the argument he has just made should hardly be character
ized as an argument.
the far away states evince so little interest in the
doings and in the business of the Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons of Veter
ans as not to send their delegations to the annual meeting, that is no arguwhy the divisions who are wide awake to the importance of having a good
representation in this Encampment should be discriminated against, on the
basis of representation.
The brothers of California will occupy the same
there is
relative position if this amendment is adopted that they do now.
one brother from California to thirty-five from Ohio, and we increase the rep
resentation four times, there would be four from California to one hundred
forty from Ohio and there would be no more injustice to far away California
It you
in that, than to have one from California and thirty-five from Ohio.
will stop to think
believe you will come to the conclusion that two hun
dred-fifty as the basis of representation is not near the danger mark. No
harm can come to you from having a larger representation here. Nothing of
The people of the various
the kind. AVe assemble in annual Encampment.
cities where we meet are told in advance by the Local Committee who desire
to impress upon them the importance of the event— which is of great impor
tance in the mind of the Local Committee— and they honestly impress to their
people an idea of the magnitude of the affair, that the attendance don't war
rant; when the Encampment meets in a city like this where but a few weeks
ago thousands of men who have traveled in the east, the Mystic Shriners,
were entertained, a city where they have entertained. National Conventions
and other national bodies which brought an average attendance of from three
to ten thousand -I say it belittles the organizat ion of the Sons of Veterans to
come up with a paltry ninety or one hundred delegates. Let us do like we do

If
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in the Indiana Division.

We open our Encampment with patriotic songs and
we have a big meeting and the Camps do not suffer; nor will we suffer if we
get rive hundred delegates here next year.

Harlan Thomas, of Colorado: Commander, as the only representative
of Colorado, it devolves upon me if anything is to be said from that division
to say it: and I want to speak a few words in regard to this amendment and
upon the report of the committee.
You must remember that at present
almost the entire West has been thrown into financial distress. That is the
cause, that is the only cause, why our representation
here at this time is so
Sir, I believe the "West knows patriotism as well as the East. As long
small.
as the rocks of the Sierra Xevadas shall point to the blue of the sky, as long
as the green walled hills of New England shall echo the heavy beat of Stark
or Sumpter, as long as the cool gentle breezes from off the fresh water lakes
of the North shall tip the fevered lips of the South, so long shall you ever rind
the Western States foremost in the ranks of patriotic work. (Applause.)
Kind friends you must remember that in the West for the past 50 years the
attention of the people has been spent altogether upon the material developement of the country.
But the West is a pioneer country no more. We have
settled up to some extent the large tract of country there, and we now hav,s
some time to turn our attention to more cultured pursuits, to organization and
to the erection of institutions and societies, and if you will give us an oppor
tunity, if you will give us a little larger delegation we shall strive to turn our
attention in the near future to the developement of that vast tract of land
which today holds and sustains many an honest and noble Son of a Veteran.
In the West we have many things to oppose us—
Let me see. Am I not getting off the question?
The Commandek-in-Chief:
The question is upon

the adoption of the
amendment to the Constitution reported by the committee, making the basis
of representation 500 instead of 250.
brothers will confine their remarks to
this question the Chair will be under obligations to them, and we will get
through with our business quicker.
Haklan TfioMAS, of Colorado: Commander. I want to say as the repre
sentative of the Colorado Division, and I believe also voicing the sentiment of
Arizona and NewNexico as well as Colorado,
believe
voice the sentiment
of that entire district when
say that I am in favor of the amendment to the
Constitution as originally reported by the committee.
Grant W. II arrington, of Kansas: Commander, believe thoroughly in
the maxim that there is inspiration in numbers.
I believe one trouble of the
Sons of Veterans is that we have grown away from the rank and file of the Or
der. We go into State Encampments and it is all past Captains. We come here
The delegates that come
to this body and find it made up of Past Commanders.
from the rank and file are in minority.
think that is one trouble of our Or
der. We have grown away from the rank and file. In our Encampment in
Kansas last year we could have sent 15 delegates just as easily as six. We had
fellows that were willing to come and bear their own expenses; and 1 believe
that is true in every Division.
you will give the rank and file an opportu
nity to be represented next year Quartermaster General Loebenstein can cer
tify to more than 100 certificates and there will be no trouble.
believe in
helping the rank and file, and
think the thing to do is to vote down this
amendment of Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott and sustain the original re
port of the committee.

If
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Frank L. Shepard, of Illinois: Commander, if the blowing of horns
and the singing of songs does the Indiana Division any good, perhaps the
committee should have reported that same program for this Encampment. It
seems to me brothers, we should deal with this question calmly.
If we should
adopt this amendment proposed by brother Abbott, that would double our
delegation here. It would double the representation of all the Different divis
ions, and I think that would be sufficient for the time being.
we find that
it is an improvement and it would be better to make a still further increase
we could next year double it again, which would meet with the approval of
the committee as it is now constituted.
I am in favor of the amendment mak
ing 500 the basis of representation.

If

Commander, I would say to the brother
C. A. Bookwaltek, of Indiana:
from Illinois that while it does to open the Encampments with song in the
state of Indiana, it might not do everywhere.
You see we are a state of
sweet singers in Indiana. (Laughter.) Commander,
I move the previous

question.

W.

II. P. Bowen,

of Rhode Island:

Commander,

question.
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts
vious question.

'

:

Commander,

I

I

second

the previous

also second

the pre

The Commander-in-Chief : The previous question is moved by Brother
Bookwalter, of Indiana, and seconded by Brother Bowen of Rhode Island and
Brother Rooney of Massachusetts.
The question is shall the main question
be now put ?
As many as are in favor of the motion will signify so by the
usual voting sign of the Order.
Hands down. Contrary the same sign. The
motion is agreed to, and the main question is ordered. The question now re
curs upon the amendment moved by Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott to insert
"500" in lieu of "250." As many as are in favor of this amendment will so
signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Hands down. Those of con
trary opinion the same sign. It seems to be carried. (Cries for division.) A
division is called for. As many as are in favor of the amendment to insert
"500" in lieu of -i250" will please rise and stand until you are counted.
W. E. Buxdy, of Ohio: Commander, will you kindly explain what the
amendment

is V

The Oomnander-in-Chief

The Committee on Constitution, Rules and
:
Regulations reported an amendment to the Constitution changing the basis of
representation from 1000 to 250. Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott moved an
amendment to the amendment as reported by the committee striking out
" 250 " and inserting in lieu thereof " 500 "' as the basis of representation.
The
question is now on the adoption of Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott's amend
ment. A division has been called for. As many as are in favor of this
The
amendment will so signify by rising and standing until they are counted.
Adjutant-General will count. Be seated. Those of contrary opinion will
The Adjutant-General will re
please rise and stand until they are counted.
port the vote.

Adjutant-General Lyon : Commander, there are fifty-two brothers
who voted in favor of the amendment, and twenty-nine against it.
The Commander-in-Chief : Fifty-two brothers having voted in favor of
The
the amendment and twenty-nine against it, the amendment is carried.
question now recurs upon the adoption of the original amendment reported
That is that the report of the committee bo
by the committee as amended.
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adopted with "500" inserted in place of "250." Are you ready for the ques
tion ? As many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual
voting sign of the Order. Hands down. Contrary opinion the same sign. It
seefns to be carried.
It is carried.

Bartow

S.

Weeks,

of New York

:

Commander,

I

rise

to a point of

order.

The Commander-in-Chiff

:

Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks will state

his point of order.

I

Bartow S. AVeeks, of New York :
understand this is an amendment
to the Constitution. Does it not require a two-thirds vote of all present and
entitled to vote in the session of the Encampment to adopt an amendment to
the Constitution.
It does. The point of order is well taken.
majority there is. On reflection the Chair is of the opinion
that the adoption of the amendment to the Constitution is all right. It was
almost a unanimous vote that carried the motion to adopt the report of the
committee as amended, and so the amendment was constitutionally adopted.
The Chair was in error in sustaining the point of order. Proceed with the re
port of the committee.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York : Commander, do I understand the
Commander-in-Chief to rule that the Constitution has been amended in that
respect by the vote which was taken here ?
The Commander-in-Chief : The Chair did so rule.
Bartow S. Week, of New York : Without counting the vote ? With
out determining that eighty members had voted ? The Adjutant-General re
ports that there are 120 members present and entitled to vote.
The Commander-in-Chief : The question was put upon the amend
ment to the report of the committee.
That amendment was adopted and
when the question was put on the original motion as amended the vote was
practically unanimous.
Therefore the Chair rules that the amendment was
The Commander-in-Chief:

Let us

see what

legally adopted.

Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: But, if the Commander-in-Chief
will allow me, if there are 120 members of the Commandery-in-Chief present
in Cincinnati who were reported to the Adjutant-General and been declared
entitled to vote here, and but seventy-nine members of the Commandery-inChief were in this room, if every one of them voted in favor of the amend
ment to the Constitution they could not adopt it. It would require eightv
votes to adopt an amendment to the Constitution.
William E. Bvndy, of Ohio: Commander, that is a question that can
only be determined upon roll call, and unless Brother Weeks demands a roll
call in order to determine whether there is a quorum here or not, it is pre
sumed that there is a quorum present.
Bartow S. AVeeks, of New York:
quorum.

Commander,

it is not

a question

of

The Commander-in-Chief : Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks is stand
ing upon a technicality which
trust he will not urge unless he feels that it is
necessary for the salvation of the Order.
I hope he will allow the decision of
the Chair to stand.
want to say that in .presiding over this Encampment
am not going to stand so much on what is parliamentary law as upon what
think is common-good-horse
I think that is better than parliamentary
sense.
law. (Applause), and for that reason, seeing that there was a practically un
animous vote, I rule that the committee's report as amended is adopted.

I

I

I
I
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lot;

Bartow E. Weeks, of New York : Commander, my purpose is not to
delay matters.
My purpose is to have this tiling settled now and here so that
we will understand whether we are to amend the Constitution of this Order
according to the Constitution, or amend it according to horse sense ideas as to
what is right and wrong.
The- Constitution clearly provides that an affirma
tive vote of two-thirds of all the members present and entitled to vote must
he cast in order to amend the Constitution.
Now, if you rule that by the ac
tion just taken -without knowing whether there were twenty or thirty or
forty men voted -you can amend this Constitution, then all that is necessary
in order to amend the Constitution is, for those who are interested in doing
anything they please, to get twenty or thirty people out of the room and then
go ahead and amend.
Either do it right, or change that part of the Consti
tution.

I

If

The Commander-in-Chief :
the technical point is insisted upon
shall rule, of course, that the Constitution does require an affirmative vote of
two-thirds of the members present and entitled to vote in the Encampment,
and then a roll call must be had. There is no other way of doing it.

I

Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Comander,
do not ask for a roll
call.
simply ask that the brothers' voting be counted so that our records
may show that the Constitution was legally amended.
If it appears that there
was a two-thirds vote in favor of the adoption of the amendment by showing
of hands, let the record show that. If there is a unanimous vote in favor of
the amendment, and there is sufficient members present to adopt an amend
ment, show that. 1 have nothing further to say.

I

C.

A. Bookwalter,

jutant-General

be

of Indiana : Commander, I move that the Ad
instructed to cast seventy-nine votes in favor of that amend

ment.

Isaac Cutter, of Illinois

I

second the motion.
rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief : The Brother will state his point of order.
J. 1). Rowen, of Iowa : Commander, my point of order is that the Ad
jutant-General has no right to cast my vote when
am present in this room on
any question.
It is a question for each individual member of this Commandery-in-Chief to determine for himself how he will vote, and the AdjutantGeneral has no more right to cast my vote than any man outside of the organ

J.

L).

Rowen, of Iowa

:

:

Commander,

Commander,

I

I

ization.

for a roll call on the adoption of this amendment.
: • A roll call is demanded on the adoption of
the amendment.
The Adjutant-General will call the roll.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander. 1 withdraw my point
of order and everything I have said. Go ahead and amend your Constitution
I ask

The Commander-in-Chief

as you please.

The Commander-in-Chief : The Committee on Constitution. Rules and
Regulations will proceed, with their report.

ELIGIBILITY

TO MEMBERSHIP.

Chairman Bookwalter resumed the reading of the report as follows :
•
Third— We recommend that Chapter 1, Article 5, Section 1, Page 5, be
amended by striking out the word 'eighteen' and inserting the words 'twentyone,' so that it will read as follows :
"Section 1. All male descendent not less than twenty-one years of age of
'
deceased or honorably discharged soldiers, sailors, or marines who served, etc'
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Commander, 1 move that this recom
in.
The Commander-in-Chief :
there is no objection, the recommen
dation of the committee is concurred in and stands as the action of the Commandery-in-Chief. Is there objection ? The Chair hears none and the recom
mendation is adopted.
Proceed with the report.

mendation

of the committee

:

be concurred

If

CUSTODY OF CERTAIN PROPERTY TRANSFERRED TO COM

MANDER-IN-CHIEF.

Chairman Bookwalter resumed the reading of the report as follows:
"Third— "We recommend that Chap. IV., Art. V., Sec. 6, page 41, in the
eighth line from the bottom of said page, be amended by striking out the words
•'Quartermaster General*' and inserting the words "Commander-in-Chief".
This amendment is simply for the purpose of providing for the custody
of certain property in the Commander-in-Chief instead of in the Quartermas
ter General.
It is a Ghange made necessary by the establishment of perma
nent headquarters for the Quartermaster General at Chicago.
The Commander-in-Chief: If there is no objection the recommenda
tion will be concurred in. The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Brothers. Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks suggests, and the Chair thinks
the suggestion is a good one. that a two-thirds vote of the members who are
reported present and entitled to a vote should be had in favor of these amend
ments to the Constitution.
Now 1 will rule that a two-thirds vote has been
had, because the vote on the motion made by Brother "Loebenstein that the
sections of this report should be considered adopted by the Encampment as
read unless there was objection was a unanimous vote, and there were more
than "!> members present and voting at that time as shown by the record.
AVe
will proceed with the report.

TITLES OF OFFICERS.
Chairman Bookwalter resumed the reading of the report as follows;
"Fourth — We further recommend that no change be made in the titles of
oliicers as now existing."
The Ccmmander-in-Chief: The recommendation of the committee is
adopted unless there be objection.
Is there objection?
George E. Cogshall. of Michigan: Commander, I object.
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana : Commander. I move the adoption of the
recommendation of the committee.
B. W. Frai'enthal, of Missouri: Commander, I second the motion.
E. II. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, I move you as an amendment
that we restore the titles as far as relates to Division officers.
George E. Cogshall, of Michigan: Commander, I second the amend
ment.

The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Milham, seconded
by Brother Cogshall of Michigan, to amend the recommendation of the com
I presume that
mittee so that the titles of Division officers shall be restored.
Are there any remarks V
means the military titles.
Charles Kinney, of New York: Commander, it seems to me this mat
ter ought not to be acted upon at the present time. There will be presented
we con
here later, the matter in regard to the Sons of Veterans Guards.
tinue the Sons of Veterans Guards I do not believe it would be politic to
restore the military titles to our Division officers, in as much as there would be

If
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officers of the military rank which would conflict with them. If we do away
with the Military Hank then we may restore those titles to our Division offi
cers. Therefore,
would like to move an amendment to the amendment to
the effect that the consideration of this resolution be deferred until after the
other question is disposed of.

I

If

The Commander-in-Chief: Are there any further remarks?
not as
many as are in favor of the amendment restoring military titles to Division
officers will signify the same by rising and standing until the Adjutant Gen
eral can count.
Be seated. As many as are opposed to the amendment will
rise and stand until counted.
The
ment,

25

Adjutant General:

Commander.

53

voted in favor of the amend

against.

A. Bookwaltkr. of Indiana: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
C.

C. A.
there are

Bookwalter, of Indiana:

Commander, my point of order is that
delegates accredited to this Encampment and present in the city
of Cincinnati. It requires two-thirds of that number to amend the Constitu
tion and the motion fails.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair decides the amendment carried.
53 having voted in the affirmative and 25 in the negative (applause): and the
question now recurs on the original motion as amended, the adoption of the
report of committee as amended.
Are there any further remarks.
W. M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island: Commander,
rise to a point of
order.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
Commander, my point of order is that
AV. M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island:
the committee having recommended that no change be made in the title of
officers as now existing, and the Commandery-in-Chief having adopted an
amendment to restore the military titles to Division officers that the vote on
the amendment settles the original motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: The point of order is not well taken. The
question is upon the motion as amended.
As many as are in favor of it will
rise and stand until they are counted.
Be seated. Those opposed will please
110

I

rise.

The

Adjutant General:

in favor ot the motion;

28

Commander,

against it.

60

of those present have voted

The Commander-in-Chief: 00 brothers having voted in favor of the
motion to adopt the report of the committee as amended, and only 28 against
it, I declare the motion carried and the section adopted. (Applause.)
C. A, Bookwaltkr, of Indiana:
Commander. I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
Bookwalter, of Indiana: Commander, the Constitution of this
C. A
Order provides that two-thirds of those accredited and present at a meeting of
the Commandery-in-Chief shall be necessary to the adoption of amendments
to the Constitution. 116 members have been accredited on the books of the
Adjutant General. Only 60 having voted in favor of the change in the Con
stitution the proposed amendment has not received the necessary two-thirds
vote and has failed of adoption.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair will rule the point of order not
well taken on the same ground he did the other, that the motion of Quarter
master (ieneral Loebenstein was carried by a unanimous vote, and that mo
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tion was that each section of the report of the committee be considered adopt
ed as read unless objection was made.
Upon that ground I declare the point
of order not well taken.

I

C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:
Commander,
say that the point of or
der as stated by the Commander-in-Chief is not well taken.

Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks:

Commander.

I

rise to a point of

order.

The Commander-in-Chief:

Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks will state

his point of order.

Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks: Commander, my point of order is
that the brother cannot make any speech in criticism of the ruling of the
Commander-in-Chief. (Applause).
The Commandee-in-Chief:
The point of order is well taken.
Commander, I rise to a question of per
C. A. Book waltek, of Indiana:
sonal privilege.

The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will state it.
Commander, my point of
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana;
that decision of the Chair was made at

Xow

a time

order is that
when there was no objection.

there is objection,

Frank L. Shepard, of Illinois:

I rise

to a point of order.
state his point of order.
my point of order is that
of personal privilege, and he is not

Commander.

The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will
Frank L. Shepard of Illinois: Commander,

Brother Bookwalter rose to a question
talking to a question of privilege.
Commander,
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:
that we had determined
report as read—

that

when the Chair decided
unless there was objection to a section of the

The Commander-in-Chief : The brother is not speaking to a question
of personal privilege and is not in order.
I am proving my position
C. A. Bookwalter. of Indiana : Commander,
and that my point of order is well taken.
Bartow S. Weeks : Commander. I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief : Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks will state
his point of order.
Bartow S. Weeks : Commander, my point of order is that the brother
may state his point of order but may not speak on it.
C. A. Bookwalter. of Indiana: Commander, I am attempting to state
the question of privilege and stating it as well as I can in my Hoosier dialect.
The question of privilge is this. AVe decided that unless there was objection
of the Committee would stand.
The moment there is
the recommendation
objection the agreement drops of itself.
Bartow S. Weeks : Commander, has the point of order and the ques
tion of privilege been decided?
The Commander-in-Chief : The Chair decides that it is not a question
of privilege.

Bartow S. AYeeks: Then Commander, I desire most respectfully to
appeal from the decision of the Chair which declared an amendment to the
Constitution carried by a vote of 60 to 28.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, the decision of the Chair has been
appealed from. The question now is. shall the decision of the Chair stand as
the decision of this Encampment ?

100

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

Chaplain-ix-Chief McColley: Commander, I rise for information.
The Constitution says that it shall not be altered or amended by the Commandery-in-Chief except by a two-thirds vote of the members reported pres
ent and entitled to vote at the stated annual meeting thereof.
I would ask it'
that means the number in the city, or the number in the room?
The Commaxder-ix-Chief:

It

means the number reported

to the

Adju

tant General as being present at this Encampment.
BAitTOW S. Weeks: Commander. I respectfully appeal from the decision
of the Chair because I feel it my duty to preserve the integrity of our Consti
tution. The Constitution clearly recites that in order to amend it two-thirds
of all present and reported to the Adjutant General shall vote affirmatively.
The Adjutant General informs me that there are 117 members of the Encamp
ment reporting to him.
One-third of that number would be 39. two-thirds, 78.
In order to amend the Constitution, therefore, 78 members of the Encamp
ment must vote aflirmatively. I understand the decision of the Commanderin-Chief to have been that, although in this particular, upon this particular
amendment, which was put to a vote, the Encampment voted 60 in favor and
28 against, notwithstanding that two thirds of this Encampment did not vote
affirmatively in favor of the amendment the Commander-in-Chief declares
that amendment adopted and the Constitution of our Order amended thereby
because forsooth at the beginning of this debate a motion was carried that
whenever there was no objection the report of the Committee should be con
sidered adopted— whenever there was no objection the report of the Committee
should be adopted.
What say you to the twenty-eight members who voted in
the negative upon that very question V Were they not objecting? Was there
not objection, and therefore was not the former resolution absolutely nugatory
and void so far as it could by any possibility effect the question which was
recently decided by the Commander-in-Chief ? More,—and I state this firmly
believing that it is light, although I will not urge it —the resolution which
was so adopted providing that the report should be adopted where there
was no objection was pratically unanimously adopted yet there is nowhere
upon our records, nor is there any one present in this room who can
state that more than sixty-five men voted affirmatively upon that adop
Who can certify that seventy-eight men did vote upon it?
Xow
tion?
brothers, don't let us juggle with an amendment to the Constitution, no
matter what else you may juggle with. If there is one thing that must be
kept sacred and inviolate in this Order it is the foundation stone upon
which we hope to erect our structure.
Let it not be trilled with by an
amendment
made by but a little more than one half of the members
attending this Encampment when our Constitution says there must be twoThere are one hundred-seventeen reported present and only sixty voted
thirds.
in favor of it. I know, brothers you are very much disinclined to disagree
with any ruling of your presiding officer, lie deserves all credit for his great
and noble work in the past. He deserves all consideration at your hands for
the ability and impartiality with which he performs his duty as presiding offi
cer.
Let not your affection for the man, or your sympathy for him in the trouble
some position in which he is placed as your presiding officer, permit you for
one instant to be false to your Order.
Decide this question upon the merits
and upon the law and not upon sympathy.
(Applause).
The Commaxdek-in-Chiek:
The question is upon the appeal from the
decision of the Chair. Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the decision of
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this Encampment? Are there any further remarks ? If not as many as are in
favor of upholding the decision of the Chair will signify so by raising their
hand. Those opposed the same sign. (Cries of Division). A division is called
for. As many as are in favor of sustaining the decision will please rise and
stand until they are counted.
Be seated.
As many as are opposed will rise.
Be seated.

The

Adjutant General:

Commander, 3S have voted to sustain
decision of the Chair; 4ti have voted to sustain the appeal.

the

The Commander-in-Chief: The appeal is sustained and the decision
of the Encampment is that the Chair was in error. Therefore, it will require
a two-thirds vote of all present in this Encampment on all amendments
brought before this Encampments -by the Committee on Constitution, Rules
and Regulations in order to carry any amendment submitted to it. Upon the
action of the Commandery-in-Chief in the vote just taken the Chair decides
that the last amendment to the Constitution recommended by the committee
and voted upon fails of adoption for want of the the constitutional majority.
W. M. P. Bo wen, of Rhode Island: Commander, the brothers here would
request the Commander-in-Chief to send the Officer of the Day with a detail
to bring before this Encampment those members present and entitled to vote
who are now absent, in order that the business of the Encampment may pro
ceed.
At present it will take a unanimous vote on most every question in or
der to transact any business.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Officer of the Day and the Officer of
the Guard will retire to the corriders, and other places in the city where they
may expect to rind those brothers, and say to them that they are ordered by
the Commander-in-Chief to present themselves in this Encampment room im
mediately.

M. D. Friedman, of Alabama: Commander, I rise to a question of in
formation. I want to ask in regard to the action of the Commandery-in-Chief
on the other amendments to the Constitution and by-laws upon the ruling of
the Commander-in-Chief?
The Commander-in-Chief: The Constitution requires a two-thirds vote
of the members reported present and entitled to vote in order to alter or

amended it.

W. B.

I

McArthur, of Nebraska:

move you that we suspend
ters
the rest of this session.

Art.

Commander, in order to expedite mat
Chap. IV., of the Constitution, for

VIII.,

The Commander-in-Chief: The brother is out of order. The Chair
will proceed with the report.
I suggest that you require the
C. T. Orner, of Illinois : Commander,

man of the committee

Guard to prevent brothers who are members of this Encampment from leaving
the hall.

The Camp Guard will not allow any mem
:
during
to
retire
the report of the Committee on Con
Encampment
ber of this
and
Regulations.
Rules
stitution.
C. J. Deckman, of Ohio : Commander, I would like to ask, what is the
disposition of this fourth recommendation ?

The Commander-in-Chief

The Commander-in-Chief:

It

is lost.

THE SONS OF VETERANS' GUARDS.
The Chairman of the Committee
follows :
—ii

continued the reading

of the report as
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"Fifth -Your committee report that, though a thorough discussion of the
question of the Sons of Veterans' Guards was had by the committee, no agree
ment was reached farther than to recommend that the question of the con
tinuance of the Guards be referred to the several Divisions for expression of
sentiment concerning the same, and that the Guards be retained pending the
action of the next Annual Encampment of this Commandery-in-Chief."
The Commander-in-Chief:

That

submits the proposition to the En

campment.

Quartermaster General Loebexstien:

Commander,

1

object to the

adoption of the report of the committee, and if a motion is in order I move as
of the re
a substitute that the matter bt postponed until the consideration
port of the Committee on Officers Reports, which J presume has considered
the matter, as submitted.

Bartow

S.

Weeks, of Xew York:

I

will say that the Committee on
AVe left it with the Com

Officers Reports has not considered that question.
mittee on Constitution where it properly belongs.

Quartermaster General Loebexstein:

Commander, I then move
substitute for the report of the committee that the Sons of Veterans
Guards, as now existing under the auspices of the Commandery-in-Chief of
the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A , be discontinued.
.). B. Lvom, of Iowa:
Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Quartermaster (ieneral Loebenstein, seconded by Brother Lyon, of Iowa, as a substitute for the report
of the committee, that the Sons of Veterans' Guards be abolished.
Are there
as

a

any remarks V
E. II. Archer, of Ohio:

I rise to a point of Order.
The brother will state his point of order.
E. II. Archer, of Ohio: Commander, my point of order is that you can
not amend Sec. 2, Art. I., of the Constitution by a motion.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander,
rise to a question of
information. Is not the motion of the Quartermaster (Ieneral. although it is
not in form, it is not in fact an amendment to the Constitution V
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair understands that it is not.
Bartow S. "Weeks, of Xew York: Then, Commander. I rise to a point of
order: that it is not in order as a substitute for the report of the committee on
Constitution in regard to the amendment.
Commander,

The Commander-in-Chief:

I

I

rise to a
Qi'ahtkrmaster General Loebenkteix: Commander,
I desire to ask. is the report of the Committee in sub
point of information.
stance and in fact a constitutional change?

The Commander-in-Chief: It is not. The Constitution does not pro
vide for the Sons of Veterans Ouards as at present organized, and this action
should come from the Committee on Officers' Reports as I requested it from
that Committee personally: and I trust that the Encampment will refer this
matter to the Committee on Officers' Reports constituted of our Past Com

is

it

it

it

it,

manders-in-Chief.
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:
Commander, I will say that the Com
mittee on Constitution were very loath to take up this question.
AVe did not
care to discuss
but we were given to understand that
was a part of our
duty to make some recommendation relative to the Sons of Veterans' Ouards.
Therefore we brought
up at this time. If
not gennain to the report of

m
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the Committee on Constitution we desire to withdraw it and the Encampment
can refer to the Committee on Officers Reports.
The Commander-in-Chief: Unless there is objection the request of the

committee will be acquiesced in. Is there objection?
do not
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I object temporarily.
see that that is particularly a matter for the Committee on Officers' Reports.
I think it is a question for the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions most certainly. The Constitution makes the only provision there is for
the Guards, and anything that had grown out of that provision in the Consti
tution, properly belongs ot the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions.
The Commander-in-Chief:
brother Abbott will allow the Chair to

I

If

If

state, the Constitution says nothing about the Sons of Veterans Guards.
you will inform the Chair of any Section in the Constitution that does he will
be pleased to revise his ruling.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander,
it refers to the military rank,
which is described as the Sons of Veterans' Guards.
The Commander-in-Chief: It says nothing about the Sons of Veterans'
Guards.
The Chair rules that the point of order made by Brother Loebenstein, that this is not a question for the Constitution Committee, is well taken.
That is the ruling of the Chair. If you desire to take an appeal the Chair will
entertain it.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
Commander, I do not care to annoy the Chair
by appealing,

still

I

insist

-

Brothers' for the information of the En
let me read you this Section.
Sec. II., on page 34.
'■The Commandery-in-Chief shall also have power to establish a Military
Rank, and to enact general laws and regulations governing the same, and to
grant warrants to members of the Order in good standing upon proper appli
cation to the Commander-in-Chief for the formation of Companies."
I submit that there is nothing in there designating the Sons of Veterans'
Guards, and action of the Encampment on this subject should be had through
This is my ruling, and think it is just
the Committee on Officers' Reports.

The Commander-In-Chief:

campment

I

and right; but if any brother desires to take an appeal he may do so.
E. H. Archer, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a question of information.
Was not George II. Hurlbut appointed by you, Commandant of the Sons of
Veterans' Guards ?
The Commander-in-Chief : He was.
E. H. Archer, of Ohio : If so by what authority was he appointed?
The Commander-in-Chief: Under the resolution adopted by the Elev
enth Annual Encampment at Helena, continuing the Guards on the recom
mendation made to that Encampment by my predecessor, Past Commanderin-Chief Weeks. The Committee will proceed with their report.

IX RELATION'

TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

MASTER GENERAL.

AM) QUARTER

The Chairman of the Committee continued the reading of the report as
follows:
Sixth -The Committee recommend that Chapter IV., Article V.,Section VI.
on page 42 be amended to read as follows:
"Section 6— The Quartermaster General shall receive, receipt and hold in
the name of the Commander-in-Chief all moneys belonging to the Comman
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dery-in-Chief.
He shall also be the custodian of supplies and other property
belonging to the Commandery-in-Chief, except such property as pertains
directly to the Departments of the Adjutant General and Commanderin-Chief, for which the Commander-in-Chief shall be responsible and of which
he shall be the custodian, and upon the order of the Commander-in-Chief,
He shall
countersigned by the Adjutant General, shall provide all supplies.
rill all requision for supplies from Divisions and other sources.
He shall not
pay out any money except upon requisition in due form from the Commanderin-Chief, countersigned by the Adjutant General, and shall quarterly render in
general orders a detailed account of the receipts and expenditures for the pro
ceeding quarter, together with the cash values of all supplies on hand. He
shall perform such other duties as pertain to his office.'*
The Commander-ix-Chief : Brothers, the purpose of this is simply a
correction to enable the Commander-in-Chief to receipt for cash and be the
custodian of the furniture, etc.
Is there any objection to the adoption of the
report? The Chair must rule on this that it requires the vote of two-thirds of
the members of this Encampment to adopt this amendment.
Bartow S. Weeks, of "New York: Commander, if the Commander-inChief will allow me, I do not understand that the previous assertion of the
Commander-in-Chief that there was an affimative vote of more than 78 mem
bers, has been directly controverted.
it by insinuation.
1 rather controverted
The Commander-in-Chief : I insist that there shall be a vote on this.
Frank McUrillis, of Illinois : I move its adoption.

Adjutant General Lyon :
The Commander-in-Chief :

I

second the motion.
Commander,
is moved and seconded that the amend
ment recommended by the committee be adopted.
As many as are in favor
of the motion will please so signify by rising. Be seated. Those opposed will
please rise. Be seated. The adjutant General will report the vote.
Adjutant General Lyon: Commander, there were eighty-three who
voted in favor of the amendment.
Opposed, none.
having received an
The Commander-in-Chief :
The amendments
unanimous vote is adopted. We will proceed with the report of the committee.
B. W. Frauenthal, of Missouri: Commander,
move that when there
is no objection raised the recommendation of the committee be considered
adopted by consent.
The Commander-in-Chief: That has already been done.

It

I

IN RELATION TO ELECTION AND REMOVAL OF CAMP
OFFICERS.

The Chairman of the committee

follows:
Seventh

continued the reading of the report

as

-The committee recommended that Sees. 1 and 3 of Chap. II.,
the Constitution. Rules and Regulations be amended so as to

Art, VII., of

read as follows:
"Section
I. The Captain, First Lieutenant. Second Lieutenant and a
('amp Council consisting of three members shall be elected at the first stated
meeting in December, by ballot, unless a ballot be dispensed with by unani
mous consent.
They shall be installed into their respective offices at the first
stated meeting in January following, and they shall hold office until their suc
cessors are duly elected and installed. Notice of such election shall be given
by the First Sergeant, personally or by mail, to each member of the Camp, at
least live days before such election.
If from any cause the election is not held

BOND OF QUARTER MASTER-GENERAL.

11)0

the first stated meeting in December, it shall be held at the first meeting of
the Camp thereafter.
No brother more than six months in arrears for dues, and no brother in
debted to the Camp on account of fines, shall be entitled to vote until such
dues and fines are paid.
The second section is stricken out. Sec. III., becomes Sec. II., and is
amended so as to read as follows:
"Section II. The Captain shall, on his accession to the office, appoint the
Captain, the different Sergeants the Principal Musician, the Corporal of the
Guard, a Camp and a Picket Guard. The Captain may remove any officer ap
pointed by him for cause, subject to an appeal to the Commander; but no
such appeal shall render inoperative the order of removal."
•
Wat. E. Bcndy, of Ohio: Commander,
object for the purpose of secur
ing an explanation.
do not understand that that means anything.
W. M. P. Bowkn, of Rhode Island: Commander, this amendment was
suggested in order that the Captain might have more control over the staff of
his Camp than he has had heretofore.
The purpose of the amendment is sim
ply to give the Captain of the Camp the power to remove for cause, any staff
officer. It is such power as now exists in the Commander-in-Chiefs staff and
in the Division staff, and is subject to appeal to the next higher officer.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio: What does that paragraph mean which
follows that, where it says that he may appeal to the Division Commander,
but no such appeal shall render his removal inoperative.
W. M. P. Bowkn, of Rhode Island : Commander, that means what it
That
says that no such appeal shall render inoperative the order of removal.
is, he shall be removed pending the appeal.
worded
that
got
have
not
I
just right; it is defective in the present Constitution also, for the language is
taken from that instrument.
The Commander-in-Chief : The correction will be noted if necessary.
Does anybody move the adoption of the amendment recommended by the

I

I

If

Committee.

Charles Kinney, of New York

the amendment.
N. C. Upham, of Massachusetts

:

Commander,

I

move the adoption

of

Commander, I second the motion.
is moved and seconded that the amend
ment be adopted as reported by the committee.
All those in favor of the
motion will rise to their feet and stand until counted. The Adjutant General
The
will count.
Be seated.
Those opposed will please rise.
Be seated.
Adjutant General will report the vote.
The Adjutant General : Commander, there are eighty-four voting in
favor of the amendment to the Constitution: none opposed.
The Commander-in-Chief: The amendment to the Constitution is
Proceed with the reading of the report.
adopted.

The Commander-in-Chief

:

It

:

IN RELATION TO BOND OF QUARTERMASTER SERGEANT.
The Chairman of the committee continued the reading of the report as
follows:
"Eighth — The committee recommend that Chap. Y., Art. II., Sec, 1, 2
and 5 on page 59 be amended so that they will read as follows:
"
Section 1. Every Quartermaster Sergeant, before he receives the funds
and property of the Camp, shall give bond, with sufficient sureties for the
faithful discharge of his duties, in the sum of one hundred dollars (100) dollars,
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Provided, that if his Camp
unless a greater sum be named by his Camp.
pay benertts to its members, such bond shall be given in at least the sum of
five hundred (500) dollars...
Sec. 2. Members of the Camp Council holding the funds
shall be forthwith required jointly and severally to give bond,
sureties for the faithful discharge of their duties in a sum to be
Camp, but which sum shall not be less than the amount of the
of the Quartermaster Sergeant."

of their Camp,
with sufficient
named by the
bund required

SEC. 5. The bonds of the above named officers shall be given subject to
the approval and shall be held by their respective commanding officers as trus
tees fur their respective commands;
Provided, that in any Camp paying bene
fits to its members the bond of its Quartermaster Sergeant and any bond of
its Camp Council shall in addition be as to its form, subject to the approval
of the Judge Advocate of the Division in which such Camp is located."

AY'alteu S. Payne : Commander, I suggest that the committee substi
tute the word ''required" for the word ' requested" in Section II.

It

C.

A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:

is Rhode Island writing and

I

Commander, the word is "required."
could not read it very well.

I

II. X. Speelman, of Ohio:
amendment

recommended

Commander,
by the committee.

Bowen, of Rhode Island :
The Commander-in-Chief : It is
W. M. P.

move

Commander.

the adoption

I second

of the

the motion.

moved and seconded that the amend
ment recommended by the committee be adopted.
As many as are in favor
of the motion will signify the same by rising to their feet and standing until
The Adjutant General will count.
counted.
Those opposed
Be seated.
will rise. The Adjutant General will report the vote.

The Adjutant General

favor of the amendment.

:

Commander,

there are eighty-two votes in

None against it.

The Commander-in-Chief:
mittee is adopted.

The amendment recommended
Proceed with the reading of the report.

SEMI-ANNUAL

AND QUARTERLY

by the Com

REPORTS.

The Chairman of the committee continued the reading of the report as
follows:
The committee report unfavorably on the question of substitut
"Ninth.
ing semi-annual reports for quarterly reports."
C. Kinney, of New York: Commander. 1 move the adoption of the rec
ommendation of the committee.

Harry L. Veazey.

of Alabama:

Quartermaster General

point of order.

The Commander-in-Chief:

Commander,

Loebenstein:

1 second the motion.
I rise to a
Commander,

The brother will state his point of order.
My point of order is that
the motion is unnecessary under this rule as the recommendation
of the com.
mittee does not envelope any change in the Constitution.
The Commander-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken.
The rec
ommendation of the committee will stand as adopted unless there is objection.
Is there objection ? The Chair hears none and it is so ordered. Proceed with
the report of the committee.

Quartermaster General Loebenstein:

BIENNIA L SESSIONS.
IN RELATION

TO
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BIENNIAL SESSIONS OF COMMANDERY-INCHIEF.

The Chairman of the committee continued the reading of the report as
follows :
The committee recommend that the various resolutions relative to
10th.
biennial sessions of the Commandery-in-Chief be reported to the Commandryin-Chief without recommendation by this committee.
Bartow S. Weeks, ot New York : Commander, I move that this section
of the report of the committee be received, and that the matter be referred
back to the committee with instructions to prepare the necessary amendments
to the Constitution to provide for biennial sessions for the Commandery-in
Chief.

Quartermaster General Loebenstien

:

Commander.

I

second

the

motion.

the Commander-in-Chief

:
It has been moved and seconded that the
of the committee with reference to biennial sessions of the Comman.
dery-in-Chief be referred back to the committee on Constitution, Rules and
Regulations with instructions to prepare a section providing for biennial ses
sions to be reported to this Encampment. Are you ready for the question-?
As many as are in favor of the motion will signify so by the usual voting
sign of the order.
Contrary, the same sign. The Chair is in doubt. As many
as are in favor of this motion will please rise to their feet and stand until

report

the Adjutant General can count.
Be seated. As many as are opposed
please rise. The Adjutant General will report the vote.

Adjutant General Lyon:

vor of the motion;

42

57

have voted

in

fa

against.

The Commander-in-Chief:

tee.

Commander-in-Chief,

will

The matter is recommended to the commit

Proceed with the report.

A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:

Commander, this is as much as the
has to report at present, unless you give us a few minutes for con
sultation; in which case we will write out the necessary section and report it
at once, and while the Encampment is debating it we can retire and consider
the remainder of our report.
The Commander-in-Ciiiee:
Is it the will of the Encampment to sus
pend the report of the committee until they can prepare this section? The
Chair desires to ask the committee how long it will require to do this.
Commander, the committee on Consti
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:
tution beg leave to report and recommend the adoption of the following amend
C.

committee

ment—this is the majority report of the committee.
"That Chap. IV., Art. III., Sec. 1, l'age 36, be amended
follows:

so as to read as

Sec. 1. There shall be biennial meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief in
the month of August or September of each alternate year."'
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, 1 submit that such an
amendment ought not to be hastily drawn. "Biennial sessions every alternate
year" is tautology.
Quartermaster Genetal Loebenstein: Commander, I think mat
ters will be expedited if the committee will retire and consider the subject
carefully. There are several Sections that will need amendment to correspond
with this change. Sees. 2 and 3 will have to be amended also.
The Commander-in-Chief::
think this matter of Annual sessions cov

I
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ers a considarable territory in the Constitution, and if it is changed to bien
nial it will be necessary to go through the Constitution carefully and make
the necessary amendments all through it, in order to make it harmonious.
As
the Commandery has already voted to refer it to the committee on Constitu
tion think that it would be better for them to consider it oarefully in a ses
sion by themselves.

I

Acting Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Orenr:

Commander,

a

from the Ladies Aid Society is at our door.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the announce
ment of Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. Shall we take a recess and receive
delegation

the ladies

?

J.

B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts : Commander, I would ask that the
committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations be allowed the privilege
of retiring, not because these dear girls are going to come in but simply that
we may have an opportunity to prepare our report and submit it to the Commandery-in-Chief upon the retirement of these exquisit creatures.
The Commander-in-Chief : Consent will be given for the committee
on Constitution. Rules and Regulations to retire, if there is no objection.
We
have heard the announcement
that the committee representing the Ladies"

Aid

Society desire an audience.
Commander,
Massachusetts:
move you that a
recess be declared for 15 minutes, in order to allow the representatives
of the
Ladies Aid Society to be present.
Bartow S. Weeks: of New York : Commander, I second the motion,
and
would like to ask a question before the motion is put, whether it is a
desire of the Commandery-in-Chief that the committee on officers' reports
shall finish their work in regard to the Sons of Veterans" Guard during this

I

William R. Davis, of

I

intermission

'?

The Commander-in-Chief

I

think we should make a creditable ap
:
pearance while the ladies are here, and that all the members should be present.
Acting Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief: Commander, I am in
formed that the ladies are not quite ready,
The Adjutant General : In that case. Commander, the committee
on credentials has a supplimental report to make.
The Commander-in-Chief :
there is no objection we will hear the
supplimental report of the committee on credentials.
Adjutant General Lyon : Commander, the committee on credentials
recommend the seating of the following delegates from the Division of Indi
ana:
R. S. Thompson, of Rising Sun; W. S. Young, of Conersville, and R.

If

Faucet.of Winchester.

J.

The Commakder-in-Chief : Unless there be objection, under the
motion at the openiug of the session, the report will be accepted and the broth
ers seated.
In the absence of the committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations
we may as well consume the time by preceding with the report of the com
mittee on Rituals.
The Adjutant General : Commander, there are some telegrams here;
1 think it would be a good time to read them.
The Commander-in-Chief :If there is no objection the Adjutant Ueneral
may read the telegrams.
The Adjutant General read the telegrams as follows :
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CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAMS.
Manchesxer, X. H., Aug.

Martin E. Hall, Grand

15, 1893.

Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Fraternal greetings to Commandery-in-Chief.
am with you in spirit.
C. H
Commander New Hampshire Birision.

To General

Little,

I

Hammond, Ind., Aug. 16, 1893.
National Encampment Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.
Greetings, congratulations and best wishes.
Regret that business detains
me until tonight.
Chas. F. Griffin.
Maskilon, Ohio, Aug. 15, 1893.
To Sons of Veterans, Convention •Hall.
Officers and members of Sons of Veterans now in Convention— greeting
and best wishes.
Bertha M. Martin, National Sec'y, I) V.
Surgeon General Wilcox : Commander. 1 move that the Adjutant
General be instructed to prepare and forward suitable replies to the telegrams
just read.
W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts : Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chiek : Brothers, it is moved and seconded that the
Adjutant General be instructed to prepare and forward suitable replies to the
telegrams just read. As many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by
the usual voting sign of the Order.
The motion is carried
Those opposed.
and it is so ordered.
W. S. Oberdorf, of New York : Commander the committee on resolu
tions is ready to report.
The Commander-in-Chief,:
Is
The committee on rituals conies first.
the Committee on Rituals ready to report V
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois : Commander, the committee on rituals is
ready to report.

The Commander-in-Chief

:

We will hear the report of the committee

on rituals.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RITUALS.
Frank McCrillis, Chairman of the committee on rituals, proceeded to
read the report as follows :
" We,
your committee on ritual, beg leave to report that we have hastily
examined the four sets of rituals referred to us from the Council-in-Chief.
Some of these proposed Rituals contain novel features that might be used suc
cessfully by the Camps of the Order, but we cannot consistently recommend
the adoption of any of them as they now stand, nor have we the time to
attempt alterations or embellishments.
The Committee from whose hands
we received these Rituals were instructed to meet four days prior to the open
ing session of this Encampment for the consideration of this subject, and
surely that was little time for the careful consideration of such an important
matter.
In our judgement the early promulgation of a satisfactory three
degree ritual is of the utmost importance: but we believe that this cannot be
done prior to the next meeting of the Commandejy-in-Chief.
We would
therefore recommend :
That a committee of three be appointed by this Encampment whose duty
it shall be to formulate or perfect a three-degree ritual; that they should meet
for such purpose within ninety days from the close of this Encampment; that
they shall be empowered to exemplify said degrees in the Camp room, and to
call upon such camp or brothers they may wish to assist them in such work;
and that it shall be their duty to work the perfected Ritual before the mem
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bership (if the next Annual Encampment before action is taken by that body."
Some small changes were recommended in our present Ritual, the adop
tion of which we believe would be wise, the more so as such action can be
taken at such slight expense that it is not worth considering.

George E.CoGSHALLof
mendation

Michigan

:

Commander,

I

move that this recom

be adopted.

George W. Penniman of

Massachusetts

:

Commander.

1

second the

motion.

The Commander-in-Chief : It is moved and seconded that this recom
mendation of the committee on rituals be adopted.
Are there any remarks ?
As many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign
of the Order. Those opposed, the same sing. It seems to be carried. It is
carried.
The Chairman of the committee continued the reading of the report as
follows

:

recommends that lines three and four,
page 10. be stricken out. and the committee recommends the adoption of the
recommendation."

"The Division of Pennsylvania

4)

S),

The Commander-in-Chief : Brothers, you have heard the recommenda
tion of the committee.
What is your pleasure?
('. J. Spaceman, of Illinois: Commander. I move the recommendation
of the committee be concurred in.
Arthur B. Spink, of Rhode Island ; Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief : It is moved and seconded that this recom
Those in favor of the motion
mendation of the committee be concurred in.
will so signify by the usual sign of the Order. Those opposed the same sign.
The motion is agreed to, and it is so ordered.
The Chairman of the committee continued the reading of the report as
'
follows :
In persuance with a request from the Rhode Island Division we would
recommend. "That the Infantry Drill Regulations, U. S. A., shall govern all
military movements in ritualistic work."
In persuance therewith we also
recommend that in section 9, bottom of page three, the words, "Reed's Tactics
for Enlisted Men" be stricken out. and the words, "U. S. Drill Regulations"
be substituted; also that all of section
after the words, "as follows." (top of
" Raise the
be stricken out, and the following be inserted instead:
page
right hand smartly till the fore finger touches the lower part of the head-dress
above the right eye, thumb and lingers extended and joined, palm to the left,
fore arm inclined at about forty-rive degrees, hand and wrist straight.
Drop
the arm quickly by the side. If uncovered the fore finger touches the fore
head above the eye.''

:

I

E. W. Young, of Washington
move the adoption of the
Commander,
of the committee.
Charles Kinney, of New York
Commander,
second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief
It moved and seconded that this section
of the report be concurred in. All those in favor of the motion will signify
the same by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Those opposed the same
sign. The motion seems to be carried.
It carried.
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois Commander,
suggest that no action
was taken on our first recommendation
in the matter of securing
Ritual
which was the first part of the report read.
a

I

is

is

:

:

:

I

recommendation
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The Commander-in-Chief
ing committee
perhaps be as

The committee recommends that a stand
:
appointed to report at the next Encampment. It would
well to read again the entire recommendation
with reference to
be

that for your consideration.

George E. Cogshall, of Michigan
both of those recommendations,

and

I

I intended
:
supposed it did.

my motion

to cover

The Commander-in-Chief : As the Chair understood, it only covered
think that is the way the Encampment understood
one recommendation, and
The Chairman of the committee will read again thelirst recommendation.
it.
Chairman McCrillis read the first recommendation as follows :
"That a committee of three be appointed by this Encampment, whose
duty it shall be to formulate or perfect a three-degree Ritual; that they shall
meet for such purpose within SH) days from the close of this Encampment;
that they shall be empowered to exemplify said degrees in the Camp room
and to call upon such Camp or brothers as they may wish to assist them in
such work; and that it shall be their duty to work the perfected Ritual before
the membership of the next Annual Encampment before action is taken by

I

that body."

E. W.Young, of Washington : Commander, I rise to a question of in
formation. Is it the purpose to offer any prize in order to have a Ritual sub
mitted to this committee, and is this committee to be appointed by the pres
ent administration?
The Commander-in-Chief : I think the recommendation is very spe
cific. It is to have the committee appointed by this Encampment.
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois : Commander, there is a prize of 8300 now
The com
offered and four Rituals are now in the hands of the committee.
mittee thought they would leave it in the hands of the Encampment whether
they would continue the offer of that prize or not.
The Commander-in-Chief : The question is now on the adoption of
this recommendation of the committee.
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts : Commander, I move the recommenda
tion of the committee be adopted.
E. W. Yoi'NG, of "Washington : Commander, I was going to ask that the
committee would amend their report to make it say that the incoming Com
mander-in-Chief shall appoint that committee.
The Commander-in-Chief : Will the committee amend their recom
mendation so as to specify that the incoming administration shall appoint the
committee

V

Frank McCrillis, of Illinois

Yes, Commander, if that is thought bet
:
The committee will amend their recommendation so that it will read,
" AVe would therefore recommend that a committee of three be appointed
by the incoming Commander-in-Chief, whose duty it shall be to formulate or
perfect a three-degree Ritual etc."
C. W. Raymond, of Illinois : Commander, I second the motion.
C. J. Spaceman, of Illinois : Commander, I would like to ask about the

ter.

8400 we offered a year ago.

H. D. Davis, of Ohio : Commander, I want to ask how long it has been
since this Commandery-in-Chief has been asking for a three-degree Ritual V
About three years, has it not?
The Commander-in-Chief : It runs back to Paterson. New Jersey.
H. 1). Davis, of Ohio : Commander, it looks to me. since we offered last
year #300 for the best Ritual proposed at your next National Encampment,
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that if it is necessary for us to have a three-degree Ritual there is no use of
continuing it for one year or more in order to get that Ritual. I want to say
to you that in this state of Ohio, there is a demand, east and west, north and
sauth for a three-degree Ritual. "We are in this position in the state. We
cannot get interest aroused in our Camps from the very fact that we have no
ritualistic work. You take the Order of the Knights of Pythias, the Masonic
Order, the Odd Fellows, and many other Orders, we have in all those Orders
something to interest us at our meetings, and if any of those Orders happen
to have a meeting on the same night that the Order of the Sons of Veterans
meet I assure you nine-tenths of the Sons of Veterans who are also members
of those other Orders will attend those meetings rather than the meetings of
the Order of the Sons of Veterans.
Why is it ? It is not because the princi
ples of the Order of the Sons of Veterans are not well planted and founded.
There is no question but that the principles of this organization are as grand
and as patriotic as those of any other Order.
It is from the simple fact that
we have no work. What is there to interest us in the Order of the Sons Vet
erans at our meetings?
We have a short Ritual it is true. It is all over in a
half an hour and everything is open. In the other Orders they have three
nights on which they can entertain.
I say to you honestly that we cannot
have quorums at our Camp meeting from the fact that we have no ritualistic
work. If this can be completed in one year from now it can be completed in
three months from now.
You cannot get a Ritual unless you have men to go
to Work on it. You who are members of other Orders know it has often taken
w-eeks to plan these things and go over them.
I just got through, not long
AVe came here and spent live days
ago, being on a committee in Cincinnati.
as a committee of ten. Now you have got these Rituals before you. Why
not appoint your committee and let them go to work right away, and three
months from the time this Encampment rises you can have a Ritual, and have
it in the hands of your Camps. And if that were done I say that next year
instead of having this small number present in the National Body you will
have it four times as large, and your membership one-third larger throughout
the United States. (Applause.)
N. C. Upham, of Massachusetts : Commander, as a member of the com
mittee I should like to inform the Encampment that this work of a new Rit
ual and deciding what should be adopted was crowded upon us on very short
Now, I submit it to you, have you three men or live men in the En
notice.
campment competent to tell in five or ten days what shall be the work of this
Order for the coming decade of ten years, or longer? This brother said you
can get this thing ready in three months or 90 days. Uo you want that Ritual
sent to you to be your working guide without your seeing what it is? Now
There is a smattering of
we have these Rituals that have been submitted.
work and crowded into
have
to
gone
in
Several
brothers
them.
everything
these Rituals something from almost all the organizations there are. It
would make you smile if yon could read them. I submit to you, is it not
reasonable to believe that if the resolution as endorsed by our committee is
adopted you can have this work put before you at the next Annual Encamp
ment in a shape that you can act upon it more intelligently than in any other
way.

The question is upon the adoption of the
:
of the committee that a committee be appointed by the in
coming administration whose duty it shall be to formulate a three-degree Kit

The Commandek-in-Chief

recommendation
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ual, prepare it in proper form and exemplify it before the next CommanderyAre there any further remarks ?
not as many as are in favor of
this question will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Contrary
the same sign. It seems to be carried.
It is carried. The committee will pro
ceed with their report.

If

in-Chief .

Frank McCrillis, of Illinois

:

report is signed, Harry S. Euller,
Cogshall and \VT. B. McArthur.

Commander,

F.

that is all we have. The
C. Upham. George E.

McCrillis. N.

I

E. W. Young, of Washington : Commander,
now move the adoption
of the report as a whole and that the committee be discharged with the thanks
of the Encampment.

Surgeon General Wilcox : Commander. I second the
The Commander-in-Chief : It is moved and seconded

motion.
that the report
of the Committee be adopted as a whole and that the committee be discharged
with the thanks of the Encampment. As many as are in favor of the motion
will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Those opposed the same

The motion seems to be carried. It is carried.
The report of the committee on Resolutions is next in order.
brothers one of our most important committees is about to report and
you will give it due consideration and attention.
sign.

I

Xow,
trust

Senior' Vice Commander-in-Chief: Commander, the committee from
the Ladies Aid Society consisting of Miss O'Neil, Mrs. Mason, and Miss Mulholland. are at the door.
AV. S. Oberdorf, of New York : Commander,
yield the floor to any
brother who desires to move a recess in order to receive the ladies, with the
understanding that
am to be recognized immediately upon the conclusion of
the recess.
The Commander-in-Chief : The Chair cannot make any such agree
ment.
The committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations is to resume
their report after the recess.
William R- Davis, of Massachusetts : Commander. I move that this
Encampment do now take recess for 15 minutes to receive the representatives
of the Ladies Aid Society.
second the motion.
Newtom J. McGuire. of Indiana : Commander,
Thf Commander-in-Chief : It is moved and seconded that the Commandery-in-Chief do now take recess for 15 minutes in order to receive the
committee from the Ladies Aid Society. As many as are in favor of the mo
tion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the order. Those oposed. The
motion is agreed to.
The Commander-in-Chief requests the committee that represented
this Commandery to the Ladies Aid Society to retire to the lobby and escort
the representatives of the Ldies Aid Soaciety to this Commandery and present
them thereto.

I

I

I
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The Committee retired and returned escorting Miss Josephine Mulholland,
J. S. Mason, and Miss Lettie O'Neil, the committee from the Ladies Aid
Society, to the Alter.
Inspector General Frazee : Commander,
take great pleasure in in
troducing to you and the members of the Encampment the committee from the
Ladies Aid Society, sent here to extend their greetings, Miss Mulholland, Mrs.
Mason and Miss O'Xeil.

Mrs.

I
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The Commander-in-Chief : Representatives of the Ladies Aid Society,
through me, in an humble way, this Body whom you so grandly support in all
•its noble actions and efforts towards patriotism and the enobling of mankind,
desires to express its hearty appreciation of your kindly interest therein, and
of your presence with us on this occasion; I believe I voice the sentiment of
all present when I say to you that we have looked forward to this occasion
with fond anticipation, with high anticipation of the rare treat we are to re
ceive from you to-day.
AVe greet you here and receive you, and will be pleased
to have our committee escort you to the seat of the Commander-in-Chief, tha
you may present your greetings to the Commandery-in-Chief. (Applause.)
Brothers, I have the distinguished honor and pleasure of presenting to you
the representatives of the Ladies Aid Society, headed by our "Queenie," Miss
Mulholland.
Miss Mulholland read the following poem:
Cincinnati, Ohio, Aug. 16, 1893.
To

the officers

sisters

of

and members
the

Ladies'

of

Aid

the Twelfth

Annual Encampment, S of V., your

Society send greeting.

Ohio's Sun above us shines;
Beneath our feet we tread
On soil made hallowed by the gift
Of brave and loyal dead.
AVhere 'ere as record man has writ

His proof of gallant deed.
When right meets might, and

is sustained.

Ohio's sun to lead.

The home of Oartield. Sherman.
And a thousand more who fell.
To prove their valor, -welcomes us

Its

—

greeting Tround us swell.

a woman's right.
here in this fair spot,
McKinley has the standard raisedLet's keep it free from blot.

Protection is

And

Ah me! The fife and drum recall
Dark visions of the past

A

soldier boy, a darkened

home,

The march, the light, and last.
The low, screen
Enwreathed
The well worn
Oft tread by

bed on yonder hill,
with daisies sweet;
path that leads to it.
time worn feet.

These visions come, and others too
More bright and fair than these,
(ilad welcomes drown the canon's din.
The dear flag Moats in peace.

No hand can tear its glory down.
Or dim one star so fair;
No, boys! for Foraker has said:
'•Those flags must stay right there!"

A VOEM.
And you, our boys so brave and
Your father's pride and joy,

true.

Bring to the veteran's heart the dreams
Of when he was a boy;
And chose which side to battle for
With heart and hand and mind,
And marched away to that old tune,
"The girl I left behind."
God knows I pity those brave girls—
Of their dear boys bereft,

For

now-a-days

the

Aid

goes too—

Its girls do not get left!
We gladly second every aim
Our Sons of Veterans hold;
Our smiles and prayers both urge them on
To deeds of valor bold.
We hope to see each Son achieve
His father's fame and worth,
And stand prepared to prove they are
The dearest boys on earth;
so this greeting, boys I bring
the Queen City of the West,
suggestion too, to act upon,
If you decide its best.

And

In
A

When over there in Boston town,
The Inspector's blanks shall come.

If added

thereto was this clause—

'Twould make the Order hum:

A

fine of dollars, five or more,
By this Camp must be paid,
Because these boys we reprimand, —
They have no Ladies' Aid.

For, hand in hand we all should stand,

A

And

try to help each other •
sister's place in heart or home,
For life, is by her brother.

His hand must guide her in the right.
His voice should speak her praise.
His heart, a haven strong and sure.
To go to on dark days.
Clod bless you, brothers, one and all,
From Maine to Mexico;
Your sisters send you wishes bright.
Wherever you may go.
"
'•
We meet to part — to meet we trust
In some spot fair as this is —

Our greeting takes the form you see,
Of a basket-full of kisses! (Applause.)
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William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander, just one word. 1 move that
the Commander-in-Chief of the Order be authorized to receive the greetings
from the Ladies Aid Society. I Applause.)
The Commander-in-Chief :
think brothers, it is all right. It tastes

I

(Laughter.)
Payne, of Ohio:

like them anyhow.

Walter

S.

Commander-in-Chief, the brothers

would

prefer to taste them themselves.

The Commander-in-Chief : Brothers, your Commander-in-Chief is at a
loss lo know how to respond to the eloquent and touching words of the repre
sentatives of the Ladies Aid Society, but he knows we have present with us,
brothers who have eminent qualifications in that direction and that they may
have fitting response. I will call upon brother Howard, of Massachusetts,
to
pay the respects of the Commandery to the ladies for their greeting.
George X. Howard, of Massachusetts : Commander, ladies and broth
ers, a very pleasant duty has been assigned to me indeed by our Commanderin-Chief, to say a few words, if may, in response to this poem which is so expresive. so indicative of the warm place we, as brothers hold in the hearts of
our sisters.
The position of women has been variously understood or misun
derstood during all the ages past. It is true that her praises and her virtues
have been sung by poets, but it has fallen to this nineteenth century to ac
cord to woman that place which is her's by the fundamental law. which was
spoken by God in Eden, that of a helpmeet.
God said at the first that she was
I think that she has certainly made that good in the vari
to be a helpmeet.
ous relationships of life both in the home and in society; but there have been
those who have considered it wise to dwell quite at length upon the differences
which exist between the man and the woman. Those who have said that the
man was the stronger, the nobler, the braver of the two and those who have
said that the woman was the purer, the more lovely of the two. It has de
volved upon this age to show that no man and no woman can attain unto the
highest and the best without the help and assistance of the other. Man is in
deed weak and impotant without the help of the woman, and woman is pow
erless and weak indeed without the help of the man. It is very fortunate for
us as Sons of Veterans that we have those who are so closely and intimately
identified with us in all that pertains to our good. I think the relationship
which exists between the Ladies Aid Society, and kindred organizations, and
think that the
the Sons of Veterans ought to be more close than it is. and
A woman is an inspir
good which shall come should be more highly prized.
ation and the kindler of enthusiasm to a man. A n.an becomes a tower of
strength to the woman: and as Sons of Veterans we certainly are sadly in
need of that refining, refreshing, purifying, cultivating power which only a
woman possesses.
I am glad that we have those with whom we are so intim
associated,
who have our interest as closely at heart, who are thus
and
ately

I

I

bringing to our hearts an enthusiasm and are creating a moral sentiment in
our midst, which we certainly are sadly in need of. I trust that we may, in
turn, be of some assistance to them in the good work in which they are en
gaged together with us, and may the Sons of Veterans be true to these loyal
women who are represented here to-day and may we and they carry forward
this grand Order which we love, which is in memory of our fathers and in
memory too of our mothers, who years ago were true to the country we love,
(Applause.)
and left us a heritage which is rich with blessings.
desires that the
Commander-in-Chief
The Commander-in-Chief : The
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Oommandery-in-Chief select from its members such other brothers to respond
to these greetings of our dear sisters as they desire to hear from.
" '•
"
Oberdorf ",)
(Cries of Oberdorf,
W. 8. Oberdorf. of New York : Commander-in-Chief, with the baldheaded row so completely filled and so anxinus and expectant on such an
occasion as this, it is with no small degree of pleasure that respond to the
greetings of the Ladies' Aid Society, although I can scarcely agree with the
brother who just took his seat that we are not close enough, because am igno
rant indeed of the ordinary affairs of life if this has uot been a thorough
betrothal— a ceremony that ends in kisses certainly has some significance
about it (laughter and applause).
I was a little disappointed however, in the
know that the Commander-in-Chief is a
way they were received (laughter).
married man. or he would not receive such a bountiful supply of those which
have been defined as something which you cannot tell with the mouth but can
express with the lips, ''kisses." Indeed speaking of woman and paraphrasing
an old quotation:

I

I

I

"

She is a creature of such lovely mien.
be worshiped needs but to be seen;
Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face,
AVe first receive, then welcome, then embrace."

As to

(Applause

i.

Indeed, it is a pleasure to feel that as an Association, as an Order, we
have at least reached that period where we can with safety, indulge in kisses.
Although
have not had the pleasure of entering that bourn from which no
traveler returns, (laughter) still apprciate thoroughly the aid, the sympathy,
the tears in times of sorrow, the smile in hours of joy, that can come only in the
highest perfection from those whom the Creator has placed among us, and
If
placed a little lower than the angels, and given the name of "woman."
there can possibly be a greater solace in time of need, a greater aid in time of
adversity, a greater joy in time of pleasure, my limited experience does not
enable me to name it unless it be the name, the sweet name of woman.
Therefore let me in behalf of this Commandery-in-Chief, in behalf of every
loyal son in our grand Order, welcome you. greet you, and bid you God speed.
(Applause).
"
(Cries of Book waiter," "Book waiter").
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana : Commander,
it is beyond my compre
hension why
-notably the most modest, unassuming and bashful man in
this Commandery— should be called upon on an occasion of this kind.
feel
that am incompetent to do justice to the subject of "woman," especially in
the presence of so many of the fellow members of this Order.
But give me a
chance, put me by myself with a woman and she shall have tine talk. (Laugh
ter ).
cannot do it here. ( Applause ).
"
Bundy " of Ohio, and " Bowen " of Rhode Island ).
( Cries for
William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander-in-Chief and ladies, I think
have been married almost too long to be able to make a proper response.
The Commander-ix-Ciiief : Brothers, the Chair thinks that is a retlectlon upon the married men that is entirely unwarranted.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander,
am not sure that any of
the ladies who have brought the greeting here will deliver the goods, anyhow.
can assure the Ladies Aid Society of the appreciation that we have of the ser
vice they have rendered, not only to our own Division, which is more within
The Division of Ohio has felt itself so
my knowledge, but also to the Order.

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
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particularly honored by the Ladies' Aid Society that one of its favorite sisters,
familiar as President of this state, was elevated to the high position of
National President in that Order; and we are glad and feel honored that we
can have our "Queenie" and the other members of the committee here today
at this Encampment.
I may state, as may not get another opportunity, that the Ladies' Aid
Society are all invited to the ball tonight; that Major Davis has a number of
tickets back here which will be handed I guess, as well to this committee as
any other, if they will kindly take charge of the matter; and at the ball
Brother Bookwalter will have his desired opportunity. (Laughter).
Miss Mtlholland:
(Laughter and
What about "after the ball?"
Applause ).
The Com.mander-in-Ciiief : Some brother will kindly advise the sister

I

about that.
(Cries for " Weeks".)
Bartow S. AVkeks, of Xew York: Commander-in-Chief, sisters of the
Ladies Aid, and brothers of the Sons of Veterans;
do not know why 1
should be called upon to speak here except that possibly you may think that
my experience, after a few years of married life, may be a little different from
Brother Bandy's, and therefore that am better able to appreciate the charms
of the ladies; but they have been welcomed so kindly here and with such open
arms by Brother Bookwalter and the two eminent divines who opened the pro
ceedings (laughter) I hardly know what to say to them, except to repeat what
had the pleasure of saying last year, that the Sons are always glad to see
them, and that they bring into the darkness of our deliberations always a flood
of light, i Applause.) We trust that in the future years they may continue
to bring us such good things as they have done in the past. Last year we had
angels bringing angel food. This year we have more mundane article provid
ed for the delectation of the Commandery-in-Chief. and the only regret that
have, and I think my regret is shared by the other members, is that there
were not enough ladies to bring the same good food for all the members of
the Encampment. Had we all been as fortunate as our Commander-in-Chief.
I think we would all have looked and felt as happy as he does.
Miss Mulholland : Commander, I rise to a point of order. I think the
"
brother has misunderstood.
The " kisses are presented to all the brothers;

I

I

I

I

we are perfectly

impartial.

The Commander-in-Chief

:
The point of order is well taken.
Wef.ks. of Xew York : Commander, then as one of the hum
ble members of this body I must protest against this vicarious self sacrifice
on the part of the Commander-in-Chief.

Bartow

S.

The Commander-in-Chief : Xo protest is necessary. "What is the fur
ther pleasure of the Commandery with reference to receiving the committee
of the Ladies Aid with proper appreciation.
William E. BrNDY, of Ohio : Commander. I move you that the commit
and which
tee on the Ladies Aid Society which has been already appointed,
was selected with special reference to the winsomness, the beauty, the general
pleasantness, the make up and style of its members, be directed to prepare a
proper memorial, or response, or resolution, in answer to the tribute we have
received.
Inspector General Frazee : Commander, as a member of that com
mittee I would like to inform Brother Bundy that that committee has per
formed its duty— did it this morning and did it well.
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I

beg the pardon of the
William E. Bvndy, of Ohio : Commander,
made in reference to the make up of the com
Commandery for the remarks
( Laugh
did not know that Brother Frazee was on the committee.
mittee.
ter and applause).
Surgeon General Wilcox was called for.
Surgeon General Wilcox : Mr. Commander, I think it is an inadvertance that I am called upon to speak at this time. In the play which some of
us have seen, the queen of the Island of Champagne lies dangerously sick and

I

I

as the king tries to console himself in his lonely chamber, there passes through
the chamber, on the way to the bedside, a distinguished collection of priests and
The king, with sorrow before him,
a distinguished collection of physicians.
makes the sage announcement that that combination gives rise to the flutter
Now am sure that had the Commander-inof angels' wings (laughter).
Chief borne that fact in mind he would not have called upon two eminent
I am
divines and then follow them up by a doctor (Laughter and Applause).
sure that what little I could add to the welcome by the Sons of Veterans
to jthe sisters of the Ladies' Aid Society, under the stirring influence of the
said this morning: and as a member of the CommanderyInspector General,
in-Chief I am sure that they have our warmest welcome and our most earnest

I

I

appreciation of the work that they are doing. ( Applause ).
Past Commander-in-Chief Merrill.
The Commander-in-Chief : Our venerable, ancient and well-beloved
Past Commander-in-Chief Merrill will please come forward.
Frank P. Merrill, of Maine: Commander, and sisters, after the elo
quent speeches we have listened to, it would be like attempting to sweeten a
can of Vermont maple syrup with some inferior kind of molasses if I were to
add anything to what has already been said. Perhaps in consideration of the
position I occupy and my advanced age I might say to the Ladies Aid, and I
do say it. God bless you my children.
(Laughter and Applause.)
Brother Davis, of Ohio was called for.
H. D. Davis of Ohio: Commander,
know of no subject that I would
rather speak upon than that of "woman".
I just got married recently, and I
do not think there is a creature on earth that I love half so well as a woman;
but candidly speaking, certainly as young men, we are proud of the Ladies
Aid Society. We are proud of it from the fact that it brings within our asso
ciation, and the transaction of our business, the moral influence that goes with
woman everywhere they go. Woman's influence was felt in the Civil AVar as
The
much as if they had been on the battle field actually engaged in battle.
prayers of the women of the north for the safety of the men in the south en
gaged in that conflict gave to them the stimulus, gave to them the courage which
enabled them to accomplish victories that perhaps they could not have accom
plished under other circumstances.
We as Sons of Veterans should do all in
our power to aid and help this organization, remembering
that they occupy
toward us the same position that the Women's Relief Corps occupies to the G.
A. H. They are marching hand in hand with us as they march with the Grand
Army of the Republic, and wherever they go, and whatever they do, it is for
the elevation of mankind, it is for the good of humanity, and that which is
good for humanity is good for our country. God bless the women of our land,
God bless the Ladies Aid Society, and I feel I can say that the poet of Illinois,
in the month of October will be answered in our paper by the poet of Ohio.
(Applause.)
Elwood T. Caur, of Pennsylvania : Commander, we have with us from

I
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the Ladies Aid Society for
Pennsylvania, a ladies man and Judge Advocate of
Reed.
the Division of Pennsylvania- I refer to brother
Brother Reed was called for.
Commander, I have as high an apprecia
R. M. J. Reed, of Pennsylvania :
of this Order. I think
tion of the Ladies Aid Society as any of the brothers
to occupy time and
what has been said has been valuable, and I do not propose
only want
said.
been
has
weary you, or the ladies either,' by repeating what
of the
enigma
the
was
man
to utter this one sentence. Victor Hugo said that
be
In
century.
nineteeth
of
the
eighteenth century and women, the enigma
to
want
I
assembled,
here
half of the brothers of the Commandery-in-Chief,
her, we will never
guess
cannot
we
that
and
say that though she is an enigma,
give her up. no, never. I Applause.)
W. M. P. Bowen was called for.
Commander, being a single man
W. M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island :
the Ladies Aid So
hardly feel as competent to respond to this greeting from
proceeded me. I
have
who
ciety as brother Frazee, and some of the others
them highly.
honor
we
from
can assure the ladies that in the the region I come
very best
the
get
we
what
but
There is no club at which we ever have a dinner
hav
been
have
we
know
I
ladies",
and
speakers to respond to the toast "the
as
time
much
as
what
but
doubt
no
is
ing a very pleasant time here. There
spent
been
has
Encampment
the
from
away
our duties would permit us to be
spent. I am remind
in company with the Ladies Aid Society, and profitably
ed of the words of the German poet.

I

I

•'Then let me in mine arms, dear small one.
Thy enchanting neck enfold;
In the absence of the shawl, one

(iets so quickly cold."
evening, but just
trust brother Bookwalter will not tind it too cold this
me as very
struck
always
which
1 will close with one sentiment
cold enough.
pleasant and that is this :
" Here's to water.
Wishing it were wine;

I

Here's to woman,
That lovely vine,

Whom love the Graces three,
And praise the Muses nine."
Harlan Thomas was called for.
Harlan Thomas of Colorado: Commander and ladies, this is not
is one that I
exactly where I shine. I am not a ladie's man, although there
I can sit
tired.
gets
never
my
eye
whom
most dearly respect ; there is one of
and
love
my
of
all
author
is
the
She
tire.
never
and look and look at her and
wild
In
the
(applause
).
mother
is
my
She
too.
when she is gone may I go
the lofty jagged
and wooly west, as our Commander has referred to it, where
by the blue sky,
hung
over
vines
and
green
by
fringed
are
and
peaks rise high
time;
where we are
where we know not the storm; where we know nothing of
by religions
not surprised by financial panics; where we are not circumscribed
is our
That
restrictions; that is— where we know nothing but happiness.
elo
so
have
brothers
our
western home, and to the grand welcome which
states
western
of
the
behalf
quently extended to the ladies I can only add in
roam through
that sometime I hope to welcome them there, that they come to
Manitou,
the Colorado
beautiful
the
enjoy
the Garden of the Gods and
and enjoy the
sometime
come
all
you
May
Springs and the Grand Canyon.
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luxuries and beauties of Colorado —may you come, so that the '-loop'" may be
( Applause ).
The Commander-in-Chief : Brothers, have the pleasure of introducing
Mrs. J. S. Mason, of Ohio, Past National President of L. A. S.
Mrs. Mason : Commander and brothers, I thank you very much for the
honor, but 1 cannot say anything that would interest you after the beautiful
addresses we have listened to.
I regret very much that I cannot entertain
Applause
you, but I beg to be excused.
(
).
The Commandek-in Chief :
am sure that the brothers are disap
I know they would like to hear from our sister from 'Wisconsin,
pointed.
Sister O'Neil.
I must beg to
Miss O'Xeil : Commander, I thank you for the honor.
tied.

I

I

be excused.

Miss

Mvliiolland

I

I

Commander
will have to talk.
expect
It seems so willed.
:
Miss Mui.holland : I have just been dying to. I was unfortunate
enough this morning to miss the treat prepared for my sisters by the visit of
the greeting committee of the Sons of Veterans. This has always been one of
returned from
the pleasant experiences of my Encampment days. When
Official duties and found that they had been with my sisters, and had pre
sented their greetings and their eloquent addresses, and that I was not in
was at the camp tire last night and with the
felt very much grieved. But
was just dying to talk back all the evening.
naturnl instinct of woman-kind,
For instance, when Or. Abbott made that eloquent address and claimed to
himself the honor of having brought so many Sons of Veterans to the alter,
occurred to me that if he had studied more the records and the newspapers in
several divisions of the country he would have found that the Ladies' Aid
Society had done their share in bringing Sons of Veterans to the Alter also
always believe in giving credit where credit
applause and laughter and
:

The Commander-in-Chief

is

I

(

);

it

I

1

I

it,

I

due.

is

I

I

a

1

I

I

a

is

I

a

a

I

is

a

it

(

).

I

I

a

I

I

is

a

I

I

Then Brother Hall also delighted us with such an eloquent address, and
that he predicted that there would be millions of new Sons of
thought how delightful that would be, and as
Veterans by another year.
am not very good at making speeches to such
large assembly of gentlemen,
although as one of our eloquent brothers has said, when there
only one or
immediately set
think can do my share of talking,
two in the audience
million speeches for next year, to be delivered to each
to work composing
expect that most all of them will be
one of our brothers individually.
am sure that brother
addressed to the brothers around Boston, because
see
that
the
in
his
Division are estab
camps
and
will
to
work
go
Maceabe
Applause
lished thick and fast.
Last night one of the gentlemen at the camp lire made the suggestion that
the members of both our Orders should continue the work they have devoted
themselves to, that of inculcating patriotism in the rising generation, and
thought that every one of us should carry home with
struck me that was
That
the work that we must and will do.
us.
will make
confession now to those of you who are not already ac
" school marm"
am
am
school teacher, and as
quainted with the fact
authority for saying that in the first stages children are not very patriotic; but
little care there
no difficulty in geting them in
have found that with
in my school life than
experience
that
there
no
pleasanter
confess
line.
At the
the morning ceremony which takes place in the primary department.
remember

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

IS2

tap of the bell the school rises and turns to face the front of the room where a
large Hag is stretched across, and the tiny tots are taught to place their hands
to their head and heart and repeat the following formula— and if you could
look into their clear eyes, like wells of pure water, and listen ito their lisping
lips as they repeat the words. I am sure you would agree with me that there
is no greater pleasure on earth
they repeat this line placing their little hands
to their head and heart as they say the words :
give my head, and my heart to my country; one country, one language,
one Hag." (Applause.)
My boys and girls are going to be Sons of Veterans and sisters of the La
dies Aid Society, you see. (Applause).
Now. brothers, I feel that we have
monopolized entirely too much of your valuable time, and thanking the broth
ers for the kindness of our reception we beg leave to retire.

"I

The Commander-in-Chief : Miss Mulholland, on behalf of the
I desire to return to the Ladies Aid Society

Com-

our

mandery-in-Chief,

sincere and earnest thanks for your pleasant meeting with us. and assure you
that whatever this Order can do for the L. A. S.. through its officials or its
members, we stand ready to do upon call.

J. A. Avkhdick. of Ohio : Commander, I desire to apologize to Miss
Mulholland. I probably said more last night at the Camp lire about the Sons
of Veterans and not as much about the Ladies Aid Society as I ought to have
done; but I ask the brothers of this Encampment to take the Reveille for the
month of October, and if God spares my life I will respond in the same lan
guage that Miss Queenie brings to us to-day; and I will state what grand la
dies the Ladies Aid Society are, and I will do as L have in the past, give honor
where honor is due. So if you will look for (he October Reveille you may see
my answer to Miss Mulholland.
The Commander-in-Chief : The committee represeniing the Commandery-in-Chief to the Ladies Aid Society, will escort the ladies to their hall.
The committee of the Ladies Aid Society retired, escorted by the commit
tee of the Sons of Veterans.
The Commander-in-Chief : The Commandery-in-Chief will come to or
der.
We will resume the consideration
of the report of the Committee on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
Will the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief step forward and relieve the
Chair for a few moments V
Acting Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Orner assumed Command.
BIENNIAL

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON

C. R. & R., RESUMED
SESSIONS.

C. A. Nookwalter, of Indiana : Commander, the committee on Consti
tution, Kules and Regulations of this Commandery-in-Chief beg leave to sub
mit the follow ing amendment relative to the sessions of the Commandery-inChief; and in submitting it I wish to say on behalf of the committee that we
performed this duty because it was so imperatively thrust upon us, and we do
not feel that as members of the Commandery-in-Chief we are in any waybound by our action as members of this committee.
a

We recommend
that Chap.
mended to read as follows:

IV., Art.

III.,

Sec.

1

and

2

on Page

Si!

be

"Section 3. The Commandery-in-Chief shall meet biennially in the month
of August or September.

RESUMED BIENNIAL SESSIONS.
Section

2.

At

said meeting provision shall be made

is:!

for the next stated

meeting."

And the committee recommend that Sec. 3 of said Article and Chapter be
"
amended by striking out the word " yearly
so that the section will read:
Section III. Due notice of the stated meeting shall be sent to each Di
vision headquarters
and to each member of the Commandery at least six
weeks prior to the time named for the same, and due notice of any change in
the time named for said
The committee also
be amended by striking
tion, so that the Section

meeting shall be promptly made public."
recommend that Sec. 2, Art. IV., Chap. IV., on Page 38
out the word " yearly" in the fourth line of said sec
will read:
"Section 2. The Commander-in-Chief, the Senior Vice Commander-inChief, the Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief and the Council-in-Chief shall
be chosen at the stated meeting at the Commandery-in-Chief.''
And your
committee further recommend, in addition thereto, that wherever the words
"
or "yearly" appear in the Constitution. Rules and Regulations in
"annually
connection with the Commandery-in-Chief that the same be stricken out and
the word "biennially7' be inserted in lieu thereof.
J. A. Averdick. of Ohio : Commander, with all due respect to the Com
mittee on Constitution, and their report, the pleasure I enjoy meeting the boys
once a year is too much to be relinquished, and
move to lay the report of the
Committee, so far as it relates to the matter of biennial sessions, on the table.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa : Commander, 1 second the motion.
"William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Will that lay the whole report of the com
mittee on the table?
The Presiding Officer : The Chair understands not, but only that
part relating to biennial meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York : Commander. I would like to under
stand, if possible, exactly what Brother Averdick is driving at. Tn starting out
he made some remarks in regard to the pleasure of meeting everybody once a
year, and then he says he wants to shut off all debate and not let anybody have
a chance to say anything. I thought brothers were here to have a chance to

I

be heard.

William E. Bindy, of Ohio : Commander, I rise to a point of Order.
The Presiding Officer : The brother will state it.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander, my point of order is that

Brother Weeks

is

entirely out of order.

A motion

to lay on the table is not

debatable.

The Presiding Officer

:
The point of order is well taken. It is moved
by brother Averdick of Ohio and seconded by Brother Shaw Van, of Iowa, to
lay upon the table that part of the report of the Committee on Constitution,
Rules and Regulations in reference to biennial sessions of the Commanderyin-Chief. All those in favor of the motion will please give the usual show of
Those opposed. (Cries of "Division", "Division".) A Division
the Order.
is called for.
Bartow S. W:eeks, of New York : Commander. 1 call for a roll call.
The Presiding Officer : A roll call has been requested, and I will al
low a roll call. The Adjutant General will cajl the roll and the states will re
The question upon which you are to vote is a motion to lay upon the
spond.
table the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations with
reference to biennial sessions.
The Adjutant General called the roll. (Roll call 5.)
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C. J. Post, of Michigan : Commander. I find our Division Encampment
I
instructed the Michigan delegation to vote in favor of this amendment.
voted yes. that is to lay it on the table. I desire to change my vote so as to
vote against the motion to lay on the table, in accordance with the instructions
of the Division Encampment. (Cries of "no'", "no'', "no".)
The Presiding Officer : The result of the vote has not been an
nounced and it is permissible for the brother to change his vote. The Adju
tant General will note the change and state the result.
The Adjutant General : Commander, 108 votes were cast, C2 yeas

and

4(> nays.

The Presiding

Officer : The yeas have it and so much of the report
of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations as refers to biennial
sessions of the Commandery-in-Chief is laid upon the table.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, I move you sir, that the
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations proceed with its report.
B. W. Frauenthal, of Missouri : Commander, I second the motion.
The Presiding Officer: It is moved by Past Commander-in-Chief
Weeks and seconded by brother Frauenthal, of Missouri, that the committee
Any remarks?
proceed with the remainder of their report.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Presiding Officer : The brother will state his point of order.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander, my point of order is that the
motion is entirely superfluous, as the report of the Committee on Constitution
is the matter that is now before us.

The Presiding

Officer:

The Chair thinks the point

taken, and the Committee will proceed.
The Chairman of the committee resumed

follows

the reading

of order

well

of the report as

:

COMMUNICATION FROM DIVISION OF PENNSYLVANIA.
"The Committee recommend that the Communication from the Division
of Pennsylvania to the effect that Section 1. Article 14, Constitution Rules and
Regulations be not changed in regard to the insignias of rank worn by com
missioned officers, and that Section 2, Article 14, Rules and Regulations, be
changed to indicate what style of chevron the non commissioned officers of
Camps shall wear, and that the word "blue' in said section be italicized, be
returned to the Division of Pennsylvania for whatever disposition they may
see fit to make of it."
Charles Kinney, of New York : Commander. I move the recommenda
tion of the committee be concurred in.
The Presiding Officer : The motion is unnecessary. If there is no
objection the report is concurred in, and the Chairman of the committee will
proceed.

The Chairman of the committee
follows :

resumed

the reading

of the report

as

COMMUNICATIONS FROM DIVISION OF RHODE ISLAND.
"The committe recommend that the communication from the Division of
Rhode Island in reference to biennial Sessions of the Commandery-in-Chief
be returned to the Colonel of that Division."
This is done in view of the action just taken bv the Commanderv-inChief.

is:,

VOMMUNICA TION.

Officer : If there is no objection it will be so ordered.
The Chair hears none.
The Chairman of the committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows :
"The committee recommend that additional communications from the
Division of Rhode Island recommending
that Division and Camp reports
be made semi-annually, instead of quarterly, be returned to the Division."
The Presiding

The Presiding

Officer

If

:

there is no objection

the recommendation

of the committee is concurred in.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE DIVISION OF COLORADO.
Chairman Brookwalter : The next is quite a lengthy communication,
six or seven different topics, from the Division of Colorado.
That we favor the adoption of a three degree ritual, but if the present
ritual is retained that lines three and four on page 10 be stricken out.
That the Commandery-in-Chief issue a traveling pass word to Division
2d.
Commanders to be given out by them to brothers in good standing who intend
to travel through other Divisions, and that a card be issued to such brothers
showing the length of time to which their dues have been paid, such time to
be the limit for which such pass word can be used; that Division Commander*
issue a pass word and countersign for the use of their respective Divisions.
3rd. That a Camp seal be included in each Camp packet.
4th. That the Insurance feature be added to our Order.
5th. That the Sons of Veterans Guards be retained.
Gth.
That sessions and election of officers of the Commandery-in-Chief be
held biennially.
7th. That "semi-annually" be substituted for '•quarterly" reports.
8th. To amend Chapter 3, Article II, Section 1 Page 23, by striking out all
of subdivision 3 and substituting therefor: Third The three Junior Past
Captains or Commanders who have presided at a majority of the meetings
during their term of oflice, so long as they remain in good standing.
9th. To amend Chapter 3, Article II, Section 1, page 23, subdivision 4, by
striking out "and an additional representation for a fraction of more than one
half of that number," and substitute therefor -or fraction thereof."
To amend Chapter 3, Article IV, Section 2. page2ti, by striking out
10th.
the last sentence of the first paragraph and all of the second paragraph, and
substituting therefor, "Such election shall be by ballot."
To amend chapter 5, article XIV., section 2. pages 67 and 68, bystrik11th.
ing out all after the word "officers" and substituting therefor, "Shall be
marked by minature chevrons corresponding with any rank straps now worn

embracing
1st.

by commissioned officers."
We recommend that the Division

communication.

The Presiding

objection.

FURTHER

Officer

:

be given

permission

to withdraw this

That will be taken by consent if there is no

Proceed.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE DIVISION OF RHODE
ISLAND.

Chairman Bookw alter : The next communication is from the Rhode
Island Divsion recommending the following amendments to the Constitution :
These amendments
refer to semi-annual
reports instead of quarterly
reports.
In view of the action of the Commandery-in-Chief the committee
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recommend

that the Colonel of that Division be allowed to withdraw

the com

munication.

The Presiding Officer: Is there objection? If not it will be so
ordered: the Chairman of the Committee will proceed.
Chairman Bookwalter : The action of the Committee was that the
adoption of the amendment at this time was unwise but it would suggest
suitable action a year hence.
The committee had before them a further communication from the Divis
ion or Rhode Island recommending the following additional amendment to
chapter 3, article V., section 4 of the Constitution. Rules and Regulations in
regard to duties of Adjutants; in section
paragraph 3 and in amendment
at the close of the paragraph :
"Eighth, a journal in which shall be entered a minute of all official action
by the commanding officer of the division and a letter book in which shall be
copied all special orders issued by the commanding officer of the division, and
all important official correspondence.
The committee recommend that the Colonel of the Rhode Island Division
be allowed to withdraw this communication.
There being no objection the recommendation
Tin-: Presiding Officer:
of the committee is concurred in.

COMMUNICATION FROM DIVISION OF MISSOURI.
Chairman Bookwalter:

The committee have considered the following
from the Division of Missouri and report upon them un
recommendations
favorably and recommend that the Colonel of the Missouri Division have leave
to withdraw them.
That the offices of Division and National Aides, as formerly consti
1st.
tuted, be restored.
That the National and Division Encampments be held biennially,
2nd.
and that no change in the Constitution Rules and Regulations be made until
it has been proposed by a Division Encampment and submitted to a vote of
the Camps.
3rd.
That the Sons of Veterans Guards be dispensed with, and the origi
nal titles restored.
4th. That a committee of three members on memorial service be elected
by each Camp at their next annual election to serve one, two, and three years
respectively thereafter, one to be elected each year.
That the office of Division Quartermaster be made an elective one in
5th.
the Divisions where permanent headquarters are established.
there is no objection the recommendation
The Presiding Officer:
of the committee on the communication from the Division of Missouri will be
concurred in. Is there objection.

If

IN RELATION

TO PERMANENT

DIVISION QUARTERMASTER
HEADQUARTERS.
Quartermaster Oeneral Loebenstein: Commander, I object to the

The Division of Missouri suggests
adoption of the report of the committee.
the making of the office of Division Quartermaster an elective one in those
divisions where permanent headquarters have been established; and 1 move
that the report of the committee be, not concurred in and that the recommenda
tion of the Missouri Division be adopted.
W. Y. Morgan, of Kansas: Commander, I second the motion.
The Presiding Officer: It has been moved by Brother Loebenstien, of
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Missouri, and seconded by Brother Morgan, of Kansas, that the report of the
committee in reference to the communication from the Division of Missouri
be not, concurred in. and that the recommendation of the Division of Missouri
to make the office of Division Quartermaster an elective one in the Divisions
where permanent headquarters have been established, be adopted.
Are you
ready for the question?
Quartermaster General Loebenstkix : Commander, it was not the
intention of the Brothers presenting this recommendation to make the office
of Quartermaster an elective one in all divisions, but only in such Divisions as
have already or may establish permanent headquarters for the Quartermaster.
One of the strongest arguments against the establishment of permanent head
quarters for the Quartermaster General was the possibility that the office
might be used, as some officers have been used in some organizations, for the
furtherance of political ambitions; that the office might be used to advance
the interest of candidates for the various positions in the Commandery-inChief. I believe this argument will apply as well or even more strongly to
in Divisions where permanent headquarters have been estab
Quartermasters
lished who are appointed by succeeding administrations from year to year,
than it would where such officer is elected. The minute you make any officer
elective you make him independent of any reappointment by succeeding
Commander-in-Chief, or succeeding Division Commanders, and his interest
to that extent is lessened.
We believe that where permanent
head
quarters are established that the rule will be that where a capable officer is
found he will be reappointed.
lie therefore works to stand in with the admin
istration in order to secure his reappointment.
This change will not effect
Divisions where you do not have permanent headquarters.
AVe simply ask —
wedeemit essential in our Division to establish permanent headquarters- -and
we ask that you relieve us of the responsibility of selecting a man who may
work for certain parties for Division Commander, in order to secure his reap
AVe therefore ask the privilege of electing the Quartermaster
pointment.
whenever the Division has established permanent headquarters.
J. D. Bora, of Iowa: Commander, I trust this recommendation from
the Division of Missouri will not be adopted by this Encampment. I am op
posed to it for various reasons. One of them is this.
You elect a Commander
of a Division and you require that Commander to give bond. What for?
AVhy, for the safekeeping of the property of the Division; for the correct dis
bursement of its funds and an honest accounting for the funds that come into
his hands or into the hands of his officers for whom you hold him responsible.
Now then, in order to give him some lee-way in the matter, you must leave it
to his discretion and his judgment to decide upon the honesty and integrity of
his staff, as to whom he will appoint to hold the funds and pay them out. If
you adopt this recommendation of the Missouri Division you simply take that
out of the hands of the Commander.
He is handicapped immediately by
reason of the action of the Division in electing the man who is to handle the
I do not think that is right. And then again you simply add another
funds.
wheel to the machinery of this organization, and there are wheels enough now.
You mix up the Divisions and you raise a question as to whether or not this
Division can elect or appoint.
Now. I believe we ought to have only one rule
for this quartermaster business, and that is for the Division Commander to ap
point him: he above all others is better qualified to know who will attend to
the duties of that office, and who will attend to them most honestly and most
faithfully, and who can give the bond; and for that reason I think there is a
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great deal of force in the argument that this matter ought to rest as it is now
in the good judgment of the Division Commander.
do not think there is
any danger in this matter of political preferment entering into the election of
a commander, or into the appointment of a Quartermaster or Adjutant. When
you raise that question you simply reflect on the honor and integrity of the
Commander the Division elects. That is what you do when you say he is put
there by a job and by a machine.
think the best thing to do is to let the
matter rest as it is now. The Order has not suffered any under the present
condition and we can only judge of the future by what we have seen in the
past and what exists at the present time.

I

I

B. W. Frauenthal, of Missouri : Commander. I desire to state to the
brother that if we make this office elective we make the Division Quartermas
ter a responsible officer as well as the Commander.
I trust you will vote for
it. It simply provides that those Divisions who may establish permanent
headquarters hereafter for their Division Quartermaster may make that officer
elective.
you do not want to do it yourself you do not have to.

If

The Presiding

Officer : The question is on the motion to non-concur
in the report of the committee and adopt the recommendation of the Division
of Missouri to make the office of Division Quartermaster an elective one in
the Divisions where permanent headquarters are established.
All those in fa
vor of the motion will give the usual show of the Order. Down. Those op
posed. I believe the motion is lost. (Cries of "Division," "Division.'"
A
division has been called for. All those in favor of the motion will please
rise and stand until counted.
Be seated. Those opposed, will now rise. The
Adjutant General will report the vote.
The

Adjutant General

in favor of the motion and

The Presiding

40

Commander,
against it.
:

Officer : A

there are

94

votescast. 48 being

majority having voted in the affirmative:

the motion is agreed to.

William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander,
The Presiding Officer : The brother will
William E. Bcndy, of Ohio : Commander,

I

rise to a point of order.
state his point of order.
my point of order is that the
motion was to amend the Constitution, and therefore requires a two-thirds
vote of all the members present and entitled to vote at this Encampment.
The Presiding Officer : The point of order is well taken. The motion
is lost for the want of the constitutional majority, a two-thirds vote of all the
members present and entitled to vote being required in order to adopt an
amendment to the Constitution.

FURTHER COMMUNICATION FROM THE DIVISION OF COLORADO.
WHAT MAY BE DISCUSSED IN CAMPS.
Chairman Bookwalter

:
The Division of Colorado suggests the
to the Constitution, and the committee recommend that
bt given to the Colonel of the Colorado Division to withdraw the

following amendment

permission
same.
"To amend Art. XIII.. of the Camp Constitution. S. of V.. U. S. A., by in
serting the following clause between the words "topics" and "within," "not
being directly antagonistic to the Constitution of these United States" so as
to make the article read as follows :
"The Order being strictly non-sectarian and non-political the introduction
or discussion of sectarian or political topics, not directly antagonistic to the

COMMUNICATIONS.

IS! I

Constitution of these United States, within the Camp is strictly prohibited,
under penalty of a fine, suspension or expulsion from the Order."
The Presiding Office.*. : Is there objection to this recommendation of
the committee

Harlan

?

:
Commander, I move you that the report
of the committee be not concurred in, and that the recommendation of the Di
vision of Colorado be approved and adopted by this Commandery-in-Chief.
Chaplain-in-Chief McColley : Commander,
second the motion.
move the
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana : Commander, on this motion
previous question.
J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts : Commander, second the motion for
the previous question.
W. M. P. Bowen. of Ehode Island : Commander. I second the motion for
the previous question.
The Presiding Officer : It is moved by Brother Thomas of Colorado,
seconded by Chaplain-in-Chief McColley. that the report of the committee be
not concurred in and that the amendment recommended by the Division of
Colorado be approved and adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief. On this mo
tion the previous question is moved by Brother Bookwalter, of Indiana, and
seconded by Brother Maccabe, of Massachusetts, and Bowen of Rhode Island.
The question is. shall the main question be now put. All those in favor of
the motion for the previous question will give the usual show of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign. The motion is carried, and the previous ques
tion is ordered. All those in favor of the motion by Brother Thomas to
non-concur in the report of theCommittee on Constitution and by-laws to ap
prove and adopt the amendment recommended by the Division of Colorado
will give the usual show of the Order. Those opposed the same sign. The
motion seems to be lost. It is lost.
there is no further objection the recommendation
of the committee
that the Division of Colorado be permitted to withdraw its communication
will be concurred in. The Chair hears no objection and it is so ordered.
Chairman Bookwalter : The committee further recommend that the
Division of Rhode Island be allowed to withdraw certain recommendations
which have been filed with the committee in addition to those which have
been acted upon—
do not suppose it is necessary to read them.
The Presiding Officer :
there is no objection the report of the com
mittee will be concurred in. The Chair hears none and it is so ordered.

Thomas, of Colorado

I

I

I

If

I

If

COMMUNICATION FROM THE DIVISION OF ILLINOIS.
Chairman Bookwalter : The committee also recommends that

the

Division of Illinois be permitted to withdraw their communications in refer
ence to the age of members as follows :
" That
Art. V., Sec. 1, elegibility to membership," be so amended that the
age be changed to twenty-one instead of eighteen as it now stands."
In view of the action of the Commandery-in-Chief, already taken on this
question we recommend that this communication be returned to the Division
of Illinois.

The Presiding Officer

:

If

there is no objection

the recommendation

of the committee in this particular will be concurred in. Is there objection?
The Chair hears none and it is so ordered.
Albert C. Blaisdell, of Massachusetts : Commander. I wish to be re
corded as opposed to this change in the Constitution.
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Chairman Bookwalter : There are a number of additional communi
by
cations from the Division of Rhode Island, which have been disapproved
of the
the committee and the committee recommend that the Commander
Rhode Island Division have leave to withdraw the same.
The Presiding Officer : Is there objection V The Chair hears none
and the recommendation of the committee will be concurred in.

IN RELATION TO AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.
William M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island : Commander, I desire to offer

an
amendment to the Constitution which will ask may be referred to the com
move to ammend Art.
mittee immediately and immediately reported back.
VIII., "Alterations and Amendments," on page 45, so as to read as follows :
■•The Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and the Ritual of the Sons of
Veterans, U. S. A., shall only be altered or amended by the Commandery-inChief, by a majority vote of the members reported present and entitled to a
vote at a stated annual meeting thereof, but any section herein may be sus
pended for the time being at any annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief
by such majority vote."
The object of this amendment is to provide that the Constitution may be
amended by a majority vote of the members present and entitled to vote at
the stated annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Arthur B. Spink, of Rhode Island : Commander. I second the motion.
Winfield Scott Oberdorf, of New York : Commander, I rise to a
point of order.
The Presiding Officer : The brother will state his point of order.
YV. S. Oberdorf, of New York: Commander, my point of order is that
we are proceeding under the head of reports of committees.
An amend
ment to the Constitution will come up under the head of new business.
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana : Commander, this is part of the report
of the committee, but it comes from a minority.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander, I move the following amend
**
The amendment is. to substitute for " two thirds
ment to the amendment.
in article VIII, on page 45. relative to amendments and alterations, the words,

I

■'a

majority;" and my amendment

article

:

I

is to add the following
'

"

words

to that

Provided however, that this amendment shall not take effect during the
sessions of the twelfth annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief."
The Presiding Officer : The subject matter of the change has not yet
As it is now it is a new subject mat
been reported to us from the committee.
ter, and it either goes back to the committee, or it comes up under the head of
new business.
\V. M. I'. Rowen, of Rhode Island : Commander,
call for a report of
the committee on this amendment.
The committee is ready to report.
Chairman Bookwalter : Commander, the majority of the committee
report in favor of adopting the amendment as offered by Brother Bundy with
the proviso
When so amended they recommend its adoption.
added.
A
minority of the committee recommend the passage of tiie amendment as
offered by Mr. Bowen.
The Presiding Officer : The question is upon the adoption of the
The majority report of the committee is
majority report of the committee.
to amend article
of the Constitution, of page 45, by striking out the
word "two-thirds" where it occurs in that section, and inserting the word

I
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"majority" in lieu

thereof, with the proviso that the amendment shall not take
effect during the sessions of this Encampment. A minority of the committee
recommend the adoption of the amendment
The
without the proviso.
majority report of the committee is now before the Encampment.

Quartermaster General Loebenstein:

Commander,

is it not custom

ary to first consider the minority report?

William E. Bundy, of Ohio
report of this committee
G. S.

be

:

Commander,

I

move that the majority

substituted for the minority report.

Kling, of Xew York

:

Commander,

I

second the motion.

The Presiding Officer : It is moved by Brother Bundy and seconded
by Brother Kling that the majority report of the committee be substituted for
the minority report.
Are there any remarks ?
Joseph B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, 1 am opposed to the
adoption of either the majority or the minority report. (Applause.) Leland J. Webb was the author of that idea in the Constitution and he was as
sisted in that work by Judge Hatch, of New York.
submit in all earnest
ness if we are going to adopt a report that will place a premium upon individ
uals who stay away from this Convention it is high time we adjourn, (tine die.
Every man ought to be here to do his solemn duty and not skulk around this
town or any other town.
he is not here his Division should suffer.
I main
tain in all earnestness that in order to keep up the interest and keep this
organization going we must retain that clause of the two-thirds vote in the
Constitution , or nothing; and I ask and I appeal to you for the sake of busi
ness, for the sake of earnestness, for the sake of perpetuating this Order as a
business institution as well as a patriotic institution, that you keep that clause
in it, not allow a bare majority to make amendments to the Constitution.
This is the only occasion on which have spoken to you during this Encamp
will say anything to you, and
ment, and the only time
hope in all earnest
ness that you will allow this clause in the Constitution to remain as it is.
W. II. IioisKRTSON, of Xew York: Commander, I firmly believe that it is
more important that the Commandary-in-Chief should be very conservative
upon this proposition than upon any other that has been discussed.
think
that this part of the Constitution should not be changed in any respect, but be
allowed to remain exactly as it is.
W. E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I should like to state very briefly
the reasons that I have in mind for proposing this amendment to the Consti
tution. Brother Maccabe, I should say the gentleman from Massachusetts —
has said that we must not place a premium upon skull-duggery.
there was
a section in the Constitution that was liable to be abused— I say it with all due
respect to everybody that had anything to do with the adoption of this Constituion— if there was ever a part of it that placed a premium upon skull-duggery
it is right in that article.
Let us see what two or three fellows who want to
defeat any amendment to the Constitution can do when they come to an En

I

If

I

I

I

I

If

Let us see what a half dozen bushwhackers, or gentlemen who
campment.
desire to take advantage of that article in the Constitution in order to block
legislation that divisions ask for all over the. United States, can do. Let us
see how much mischief can be done by these gentlemen, skilled in parliament
ary debate and tactics.
What has been the condition of things upon this floor
to-day? A majority of all the brothers that have been elected as delegates,
nearly every one who has been elected by his division as a representative, who
does not come here as a titled gentleman, as my friend, the Past Captain from
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Kansas, who says that he is now upon the camp council, styled some of us,
my friend the Past Captain who is a farmer, not with hayseed in his hair, but
with law books under his arm— I may say that the greatest safe guard to this
ord?r is not a Constitution that cannot be amended except by unanimous con
sent. I believe to-day that I can raise an objection upon the floor here almost
alone and defeat the wisest kind of legislation, because it may not happen to
meet my judgment, though it meets the approval and views of a majority of
the brothers here. Now there are 117 brothers registered at this Encampment.
To my personal knowledge a large number came here yesterday who were not
here on the tirst day and they are compelled to go away again to-day.
Those
of us who remain behind, and those who are not called out of town, can abso
lutely be defeated and not accomplish any legislation at all for the good of the
Order by a point of order based on this article of the Constitution.
The whole
object of our coming to these Encampments can be defeated by that clause of
the Constitution.
Let us see what a horrible bugbear is being proposed. Let
us see what danger there will be to conservatism
upon this question.
Is it
meant to be said that a majority of all those who have registered with the Ad
jutant General cannot be trusted to do the business of this encampment? Do
gentlemen mean to say that? I agreed with Brother Maccal»e; I agreed with
Brother Hall: I was in favor of some such safeguard in this Constitution, be
cause I saw in Encampment after Encampment a half dozen men remaining
behind and amending the Constitution to suit themselves, and reconsidering
everything that a large majority had done, and revolutionizing the work of the
Encampment just before they went home. Now. brothers. I think that was a
wise clause, but it has gone too far. It has gone so far that we cannot pass
needed legislation in this order, where we are to legislate for the whole coun
try, because any particular measure can absolutely be defeated by one Divi
sion, or a half Division if you please, under circumstances such as we have had
to-day.
Eight votes would have defeated any proposition to amend this Con
stitution that might have been brought up on this floor.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I want to ask a question.
The
brother made an assertion that there had been a time when a half dozen
remained behind and revolutionized and offset the whole work of the Encamp
I would like to know when and where that was.
ment.

William E. Bvndy, of Ohio : Commander. Brother Maccabe knows all
about it. He is my authority on the proposition. 1 will say. however, that it
was at Cirand Rapids. Four men did the whole business.
have been pres
ent when there was not fifteen brothers present when the Constitution was
amended.
Paterson was another place. The amendment proposes that a
majority of all those who have registered, who are recorded as having come to
the Encampment, may amend the Constitution.

I

Chaplain-in-Chief McColley

Commander,
I wish to endorse the
:
believe that is one of the things that this Order
believe it ought to have that clause changed, and
needs.
am heartily in
favor of the amendment.
a majority of the brothers who gather here are
not capable of transacting the business of this Order. I would like to know
who can do it. The Minnesota Division has been petitioning here year after
year for certain things on this floor.
She has been defeated every time, and
she is going to be defeated right along by this clause.
But want to say that
we are, down there, a good deal like the little girl in Minnesota'that had grown
tired and wanted to go home and she went to her papa who was very busy and

I

remarks of Brother Bundy.

I

I

If

I
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I

want to go home;
said, " Papa,
want to go; want to go, papa; I want to
want to go; want to go home; papa, want to go," and so
go home; papa,
kept on until they went. So we of the Minnesota Division are going to keep
on working for the restoration of titles until we get them. That is one thing.
But this one clause here is one of the things that is defeating the Division all
through.
You have had illustration after illustration of it during the
Encampment. I have seen petition after petition sent up there by the Divis
ions dropped with such scant consideration
that
felt like getting up and
making a motion to the effect that hereafter no division should have a right
to present a petition to this body. It seemed just as though that was indeed
the way things were going; and
am heartily in favor of striking out this
clause and allowing a majority of the brothers to rule.

I

I

I

I

I

ft. B. Abbott, of Illinois : Commander, I sincerely echo the sentiment
of Brother Maccabe. I have listened to the brother's talk here on this question
and it simply exemplifies the point which he makes. If some of the brothers
had been in the Order as long as we have, and seen the foolish legislation that
is brought up here, and enacted on the spur of the moment they would be a
little more conservative on this proposition. Some little wave happens to
strike the order, some little notion, and they come in here and pass legislation
and go home, and in less than three months they wish to goodness they had
not done it. Sovf in answer to the brother that last spoke, the Military titles
were taken away two years ago at Minneapolis. Minnesota did not then pe
tition to have them restored. There has been but one Encampment since.
She may have petitioned then, but she has not been defeated more than once
I tell you
upon that proposition. That is the way with all these things.
brothers that we must take a more conservative course. We have had too
many changes already, and we would have still more if we opened the Hood
gates so that a bare majority could amend the Constitution.
There would be
so many changes that nobody could tell what was law and what was not.
In
fact under existing restrictions we had pretty nearly reached that stage, and
so at the Tenth Annual Meeting at Minneapolis, two years ago, we had to
agree to rub the whole thing out and start over again.

In regard to these petitions being laid aside, it so happens that those pe
titions all came together before the committee, and if you had the opportunity
of examining those petitions as the committee has, you would find that there
are about as many petitions on one side and about the same number on the
other; there are certain Divisions petitioning for the other thing, and it would
be impossible to grant them all, and if you would count them up, you would
lind just about as many one way as the other; and so the committee does not
recommend any of them. Take for illustration the petitions on the subject of
biennial sessions of the Commandery-in-Chief. There were just about as
many one way as another.
Take also the petitions that came up for the res
toration of titles, or for the continuance of the Sons of Veterans' Guards.
Some petitioned in favor of those things and some petitioned against them,
and that is just the way it goes.
AVe must have this safe-guard, brothers; and
I sincerely trust that the only speech that Brother Maccabe has made, and
as he says the only one that he will make, will have some influence upon you.
I know he feels the importance of this occasion or he would not break over the
rule of silence which he has put upon himself so far in this Encampment.
He would not have permitted himself to break over that rule if he did not
realize- the importance of defeating this proposed amendment.
I think the
13—
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slightest compliment that we can pay the man who will probably be our next
Commander-in-Chief is to follow his wishes in this one respect; because I be
lieve he realizes the need of the Order fully.

J. Maguire,

Commander, and brothers of the En
feel we are now
campment. I feel like saying something on this question.
about to change that portion of the Constitution which is the safe guard of all
I be
the rest of our law, the highest law to which the organization can look.
lieve there has been too much legislation and not enough deliberate thought
on these things.
Our Order heretofore has suffered much from this irregular
legislation, and I believe that if we as the Commandery-in-Chief, assembled,
will hold to this safe guard of requiring a two-thirds vote to amend the Con
stitution, which is required by most every deliberate body in this country, it
will be better for the order and everybody concerned with it. Every organiza
tion must have some guard over its highest laws. In some cases it requires a
three-fourths vote to amend the organic law. I believe when it becomes right
to amend the Constitution there will be enough brothers here in this Encamp
ment to do it.
do not believe they will stay away.
1 believe we must and
will sustain this safe guard.
The Commander-in-Chief resumed command.
It. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I just desire to make a few sugges
tions with reference to this two-thirds rule. There have been two things pre
sented for the consideration
of this Encampment that would convince me
that the two-thirds rule was right if nothing else would.
The first is too much
One of the reasons that was advanced in support of biennial ses
legislation.
sions was the fact that it would avoid a great lot of legislation.
Now then
what would add more to our legislation than to reduce the vote necessary to
enact it from two thirds to a majority 'i It will certainly add to the amount
of legislation.
Another buggestion which
think was very pertinent, was
made by one of the advocates of majority rule, my friend Brother Bundy, that
a half dozen at the end of an Encampment could revolutionize everything.
If
am not mistaken the rule that we have now requires a two-thirds majority to
revolutionize anything that is done in this Encampment; and so much greater
is the safe guard against trickery and chicanery, if there was any such thing.
say it is a safe guard because it will hold legislation back until it becomes
somewhat unanimous, until there is an unanimous sentiment in favor of the
measure that is to be enacted.
Whenever a measure is brought up that is for
the advantage of this order, after it has been fully discussed and agitated, it will
When it reaches that point then I
pass by a two-thirds majority very easily.
want it. not before that time; and a good deal of this unnecessary and useless
legislation is suppressed by the operation of this two-thirds rule.

Newton

of Indiana:

I

I

I

I
I

The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, the Chair resumed control of this
convention during the progress of the discussion and is not entirely familiar
with the condition of the business of the Encampment. As the Chair under
stands it you are upon the adoption of the report of the committee on Consti
tution with reference to striking out the clause requiring a two-thirds vote to
amend the Constitution.

Acting Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Orner:

you will pardon me, the question
for the minority report.

is on the motion

Quartermaster General Loebenstein:

of information.

If

I

understand

correctly

Commander, if
to substitute the majority

Commander. I rise to a point
vote would not affect

a negative
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An affirmative re
the Constitution at all; neither does an affirmative vote?
port will do away with the minority report and bring the majority report be
fore the Encampment for consideration.
Post, of Michigan: Commander, I move you that this whole subject
C.
be laid on the table.
The motion was not seconded.
negative vote on
W. S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander, If I understand
is.
both these motions before us leaves the Constitution just as
The Commander-in-Chief
Brothers you understand the situation as
well as
do. As many as are in favor of this motion to substitute the major
ity report for the minority report will so signify by the usual voting sign of
The motion seems to be lost. It
the Order.
Those opposed the same sign.
lost.
The question now recurs upon the motion to adopt the minority report.
a

is

I

:

it

it,

J.

:

I

:

T

a

demand
call of
William E. Bundy, of Ohio Commander,
second the
Grant Harrington, of Kansas Commander,

roll call.
M. P. Bow ex, of Rhode Island
mand for
roll call.

I

Commander,

also second

the de

The Commander-in-Chief

:

a

VV.

:

a

for

the roll.
demand

adoption cf the minority report.

A roll call

been demanded

has

on the

:

is

:

:

I

a

a

is

:

is

Acting Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Orner: Commander, the
question was on the substitution of the majority for the minority report
upon the majority for the
The Commander-ix-Chief
The question
The Adju
demanded.
minority report, and upon that question
roll call
tant General will call the roll.
Commander,
point of order.
rise to
W. S. Payne, of Ohio
The Commander-in-Chief
The brother will state his point of order.
that that mo
Commander, my point of order
W. S. Payne, of Ohio
tion was voted upon and the result declared from the Chair. The Chair de
clared that the motion was lost and you cannot call for the yeas and nays
after the result has been announced from the Chair.
:

is

The Commander-in-chief
The point of order
well taken. The ques
A roll call has been
tion now recurs on the adoption of the minority report.
demanded and the Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll and announced the result as follows:
Whole number of votes cast, 93: in favor of the amendment, 10; against
the amendment.

8,3.

(Roll call

6.)

The Commander-in-Chief

:

Brothers of the Convention, by this vote
lost.
by the committee
Commander, having voted in the
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York
now desire to move
negative of this question
reconsideration.
Oberdorf, of New York
Commander,
W.
second the motion.
William E. Btndy. of Ohio
rise to
Commander,
point of order.
The brother will state his point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief
is

recommended

a

I

I

:

:

:

S.

I

a

:

the amendment

a

is

I

I

William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander,
would like to know from
the roll call how Brother Weeks voted. He stated that he voted in the nega
on the wrong side to make
tive.
believe he
motion for reconsideration.
is

The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair rules that the point of order
not well taken.
As many as are in favor of the motion to reconsider the vote
just taken on the amendment to the Constitution recommended by the com
mittee will signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Contrary the
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same sign. The motion to reconsider is lost. Brother Bookwalter will con
tinue the report of the committee on Constitution Rules and Regulations.
Commander, tfiis completes the report
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:
of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulation. We have gone over
all the documents in our possession and reported on them except one lengthy
communication from the Division of Minnesota in which some brother of the
order is characterized as a Czar. Unfortunately for the committee we have
mislaid that document.
would be glad to read it if we had it.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair is informed that the gentleman
from Minnesota has withdrawn that document.
move the report of the com
H. V. Speelman, of Ohio : Commander,
mittee as a whole be adopted.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander,
move the report of the
committee as a whole be laid on the table.
Grant W. Harrington, of Kansas : Commander.
second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief : It has been moved and seconded that the
whole report of the committee on Constitution Rules and Regulations be
laid on the table.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, I move you as a substi
tute that the report of the committee be received and the committee dis
charged with the thanks of the Encampment.
The Commander-in-Chief : The Chair rules that you cannot substitute
a motion to receive the report of the committee and discharge the committee
for a motion to lay on the table. The question is on the motion to lay on the
table. As many as are in favor of that will signify so by the usual voting sign
of the Order. Those opposed the same sign. The motion is lost.
E. H. Archer, of Ohio : Commander,
rise for information. Will it
require a two-thirds vote of all members reported as being present and en
titled to vote in this Encampment to adopt this report ? If not, I desire to ask
another question.
I desire to ask if the record of the proceedings adopting
Paragraph 2, Section 2, Article 2, does not show less than a two-thirds vote of
the members reported present and entitled to vote in this Encampment ?
The Commander-in-Chief :
cannot tell, sir, for
cannot remember.

I

I

I

I

•

I

Bartow

question —

I

S.

Weeks, of New York

:

I think if I

I

understand

the brothers

E. H. Archer, of Ohio : Commander, I think then I will state for the in
formation of this Commandery-in-Chief on that question that 1 undertook to
keep tab on the changes of the Constitution as they were adopted, seriatim, or
as they were reported by the Committee on Constitution.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa : C ommander, I rise to a point of order.
Commander-in-Chief : The brother will state his point of order.
R. Shaw Van of Iowa : Commandor. my point of order is that the broth
er got up to ask for information and now he is arguing1 and discussing the
question-

The Commander-in-Chief

:
The point of order is well taken.
of Ohio : Commander, up to a certain point the amend
ments to the Constitution were claimed to be adopted by less than two-thirds,
vote.
The Commander-in-Chief : The brother is out of order unless he is

E. H.

Archer,

asking for information.
E. H. Archer, of Ohio : Commander, the information I want now is to
know if this is true, if this is not the fact in reference to three amendments.
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a two-thirds vote, and then if after
time an amendment was not declared not adopted because it did not
receive that vote on a point of order raised by General Weeks, on which an
Now, I do.
appeal from the decision of the Commander-in-Chief was taken.
not want to argue the question, but our record should show what we have done
If the record does not show that —
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa : Commander,
rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief : The brother will state his point of order.
R. Shaw Van. of Iowa : Commander, my pointof order is that there is no
question before this house, and the brother is not in order.
The Commandeu-in-Chief : The point of order is well taken.
C. A. BOOKWALTER, of -Indiana : Commander. I move, in order to have
the record show that a majority of those present and accredited to this En
campment —
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York : Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief : Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks will state
his point of order.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York : Commander, my pointof order is that
there is a motion as I understand to lay upon the table the report of this com
mittee upon which a standing vote was taken and a Division called for.
The Commander-in-Chief : The Past Commander-in-Chief is mistaken.
The point of order is not well taken.
C. A. Bookwalter. of Indiana : Commander, in order to secure a com
plete record, a record that will stand, one that will hold water, I move you
that all the recommendations of the committee which have received affirma
tive action at the hands of the Commandery-in-Chief, be now declared amend
ments to the Constitution, and that the i-eport be approved as acted upon by
the Commandery, and the committee discharged.
.1. D. Rowen, of Iowa :
Commander,
second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief : It has been moved by Brother Bookwalter,
of Indiana, and seconded by Brother Rowen. of Iowa, that the recommenda
tions of the committee which have received an affirmative vote at the hands
of the Commandery be now declared amendments to the Constitution, and that
the report of the committee as acted upon by the Commandery be approved,
and the committee discharged.
Are there any remarks':'
William E. Bundy. of Ohio : Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief : The brother will state his point of order.

that they were adopted singly by less than

a certain

I

I

William E. Bundy, of Ohio : Commander, my point of order is that there
was a motion before the house to adopt the report of the Committee, and upon
that motion a vote was taken, but before the Chair stated the result a division
was called for: then this information was asked for by the gentlemen from
The only thing now in order is a
Ohio and a general discussion precipitated.
division upon the motion to adopt the report of the committee and discharge
the committee.
The Commander-in-Chief : The point of order is not well taken.
Chair does not recollect that condition of affairs.

The

Baktow S. Weeks : Commander, that is the statement I made before.
now rise to a question of information, and the information I desire is wheth
er the Chairman of the Executive Committee here, that has tendered us such
a handsome reception, is desirous of preventing the delegates from attending
It is getting rather late, and if we continue to divide
the ball this evening.

I
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and have roll calls and points of order etc.. we will not be able to attend the
ball. This is only a little information I want from the Chairman of the Ex
ecutive Committee.
The. Commander-in-Chief : A motion was made to approve this report.
A motion was then made to table the report by Brother Bundy. A motion was
introduced by Brother Weeks to substitute for the motion to table the report,
a motion to adopt the report and discharge the committee with the thanks of
the Encampment, and the Chair ruled that that motion was not in order.
The question was then put on Brother Bundy's motion to table the report and
it was declared lost. Now the question recurs u]x>n the original motion to
adopt the report of the Committee.
There is where we are. That is the
question before us.
C. J. Post, of Michigan : Commander, I rise for information. I want to
ask when we voted on this last question whether it was not to adopt the ma
jority report of the committee in regard to this change in the Constitution.
The Commander-in-Chief : The Chair does not understand it that way.
C. A. Bookwalter. of Indiana:
Commander. I move the previous ques
tion on my motion.
Adjutant General Lyon : Commander. I second the motion for the
previous question.
Inspector General Frazee : Commander, 1 second the motion for the
previous question.
The Commander-in-Chief : The previous question has been moved by
Brother Bookwalter. of Indiana, and seconded by Adjutant General Lyon and
Inspector General Frazee. The question is, shall the question ba now put?
As many as are in favor will signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order.
The question now recurs
Contrary, the same sign. The motion is carried.
upon the original motion that the recommendations of the committee which
have received affirmative action at the hands of the Oommandery-in-Chief be
declared amendments to the Constitution, and that the report be approved as
acted upon by the Commandery-in-Chief and the committee discharged, with
As many as are in favor of the motion will signify so by the usual
thanks.
voting sign of the Order. Contrary, the same sign.
William E. Bundy. of Ohio : Commander. I call for a division.
The Commander-in-Chief : A division has been called for. As many
as are in favor of the motion as stated will please rise to their feet and remain
until they are counted. Be seated. Those of contrary opinion will please rise.
The Adjutant General will report the vote.
The Adjutant General : Commander, there were 73 votes cast in the
affirmative and 15 in the negative.

William E. Bundy. of Ohio : Commander. I rise to a point of order.
The COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF : The motion is carried and the report of the
stands adopted.
E. Bundy. of Ohio : Commander, my point of order is that it
requires a two-thirds vote of all the members reported present and entitled to
vote at this Encampment to adopt this report and by that means amend the
Constitution.
The Constitution is not amended until the report of the commit
tee is adopted as a whole, and there was not a two-thirds vote of the members
present and entitled to vote in this Encampment in favor of the motion.
committee

William

The Commander-in-Chief
is not well taken.

:

The Chair will rule that the point of order
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W. S. Oberdorf. of New York : Commander. I do not wish to keep on
doing business here all night, but I wish to obtain the floor and begin the re
port of the Committee on Resolutions, and then I will yield for a motion to ad
journ: so that I may have the floor in the morning.
The Commander-in-Chief : Our Constitution provides for the routine
business here and your committee comes next, and when action is had upon
this report you will be called upon.
William E. Bundt, of Ohio : Commander, in order to be consistent and
say that 73 men shall not amend the Constitution when the Constitution re
quires 80 to do so,
desire to appeal from the decision of the Chair.
E. H. Archer, of Ohio : Commander,
second the appeal.
The Commander-in-Chief : The decision of the Chair has been ap
pealed from. The question is shall the decision of the Chair stand as the de
cision of the Encampment?
Those in favor of sustaining the decision of the
Chair will rise to their feet and stand until counted. Those in favor of sus
taining the appeal will rise to their feet. The Adjutant General will report
the vote.
The Adjutant General : Commander, 70 brothers have voted in favor
of sustaining the decision of the Chair: 20 in favor of sustaining the appeal.
The Commander-in-Chief : Brothers by your vote you sustain the de
cision of the Chair and the decision of the Chair stands as the decision of the
Encampment. For this I thank you.
J. D. Rowen, of Iowa : Commander, I move you sir that this Encamp
ment now take recess until 8 o'clock tonight. The motion was seconded.
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana : Commander, I move to amend that we
take recess until nine o'clock tomorrow morning.
Frank L. Sheiiard, of Illinois : Commander. I second the motion.
J. D. Rowen, of Iowa : Commander, out of courtesy to the local commit
tee, as suggested by the different brothers around me,
will withdraw my
motion, or rather accept the amendment.
The Commander-in-Chief:
15rotber Rowen accepts the amendment
and the question is now upon the motion as amended to take recess until
tomorrow morning at nine o'clock. As many as are in favor of the motion
will signify the same by the usual voting sign of the Order. Those opposed
the same sign. The motion is agreed to, and the Encampment takes recess
until tomorrow morning at nine o'clock.

I

I

I

THURSDAY MORNING SESSION.
August
to

m.
please come

17, 1«>3, 9 a.

The Commander-in-Chief: The Commandery-in-Chief will
order. The Adjutant General will call the roll.

The Adjutant General called the roll (roll call 7).
The regular order of business this morning
is reports of committees.
The Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions is not ready to conclude their report. While that committee is getting
ready we will listen to the report of the committee representing the Comman
dery-in-Chief to the Ladies' Aid Society.

The Commander-in-Chief:
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON L. A. S.
Inspector General Frazee: Commander, as Chairman of the Com
mittee on Greetings to the Ladies Aid Society. I have the pleasure to report that
the committee, in compliance with the wishes of the Commandery-in-Chief,
visited the Ladies Aid Society yesterday morning and were royally entertained.
They performed the duties that appertained to that committee in a very
graceful manner. Surgeon General Wilcox delighted the ladies with a very
fine and entertaining speech. I simply acted as figurehead and let him do the
work. I am beginning to know how to discharge the duties of this committee.
When 1 see there are good men on the committee I just introduce them and
let them do the work. But the committee received at the hands of the ladies,
royal entertainment,
and were given notice that they would be here, as they
were yesterday afternoon.
I was in hopes our committee would be allowed
to report yesterday before the ladies made their appearance.
Inasmuch as
we were not, of course it is not necessary now to go back to that point.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the report of the
committee representing the Commandery-in-Chief to the Ladies Aid Society.
What is your pleasure ?
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander,
I move that the report of the
committee be accepted and adopted.
C. S. Si'Ackmax, of Illinois:
Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Past Commander-in-Chief
Abbott and seconded by Brother Spackman of Illinois, that the report of the
committee be accepted and the committee discharged with the thanks of this
Encampment. As many as are in favor of this motion will so signify by the
usual voting sign of the Order.
Contrary the same sign. It is carried and so
The committee is discharged with the thanks of this Encampment.
ordered.

Brother Oberdorf, representing the Committee on Resolutions is prepared
to report on behalf of that committee and will receive the attention of the
Encampment.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.
W.

S. Oberdorf,

the following report:

Chairman of the Committee

on Resolutions, submitted

Cincinnati, Aug.

16, 1893.

Td tlx Offmi-s und Memlters of the Twelfth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief.
We, the subscribers to this report, your Committee on Resolutions, beg
leave to submit the following:

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COURTESIES.
I. " This Encampment takes pleasure in attempting to express its appre
ciation of the hospitality, courtesy, and attention shown in connection with
this annual meeting. To the Ohio Division, which extended the invitation, to
gather here, and has fulfilled every reasonable expectation: to the people of
Cincinnati, who have given a literal 'freedom of the city;' to the local com
mittee of arrangements, tireless, unceasing, watchful, generous, in contribut
ing to the pleasure and profit of this occasion; to the press whose magnificent
facilities and potent aid have been bestowed in kindly abundance; to the
Camps of Hamilton county, rallying in unbroken, irresistable support to their
committee and leaders, -to these, and all others, whose 'little nameless, un
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recorded acts of kindness and of love have made this visit more enjoyable, we
give all in our power to give, sincere, unfeigned thanks.
Long will their ef
forts have a fond thought in the recollections of the assembled brothers."
The Commander-in-Chief: Will the Commandery act upon the report
of this committee, section by section or as a whole?
Arthur B. Spink, of Rhode Island: Commander, I move that we act
upon the report, section by section.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
Commander, 1 second the motion.
The Commandek-in-C'hief:
It is moved and seconded that the En
campment act upon the report of the Committee on Resolutions section by
section.
As many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual
voting sign of the order. Contrary the same sign. The motion is agreed to,
and it is so ordered.
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander,
move the adoption of
this section by a rising vote.
M. D. Friedman, of Alabama:
second the motion.
Commander,
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that this section
of the report of the committee be adopted by a rising vote. As many as are
in favor of the motion will so signify by rising to their feet. Those opposed
will please rise. The section stands adopted unanimously, by a rising vote.

I

I

W. S. Obeudorf, of New York: Commander, I would ask that Brother
Shawr Van be permitted to continue the reading of this report as 1 am not
feeling well this morning and must ask to be excused.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chairman of the committee requests
that Brother Shaw Van may act as reading clerk for the committee.
If there
is no objection Brother Shaw Van may proceed.
R. Shaw Van continued the reading of the report as follows:

GOLD CROSS FOR DI V. COMMANDER W INFIELD SCOTT OBERDORF.
II. Resolved, "That in pursuance of the unanimous request of the New
York Division, and the showing made by them, that the Commandery-in-

Chief confer upon Division Commander W. Scott Oberdorf, the Gold Cross of
the Order and all right and privileges acquired by this rank."
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the reading of
this section of the report.
Surgeon General Wilcox: Commander, I move it be adopted as read.
Wiilliam I. CARNES,of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that this section
of the report be adopted. Are there any remarks ?
Commander, I would inquire if the CommandG. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
ery-in-Chief is to pay for this cross, or is it to be paid for by the Division of
New York V
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: The appropriation has already been
made by the New York division.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I should have said that the resolu
tion is recommended by the committee in pursuance of the unanimous request
of the Division of New York. The Division of New York is willing to pay
for the cross. They want the rank conferred upon Brother Oberdorf.
The Commander-in-Chief: Are there any further remarks on this
question ? If not as many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the
usual voting sign of the Order.
Contrary the same sign. It is unanimously
carried, and so ordered
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Brother Shaw Van continued the reading of the report

as

follows:

THANKS TO COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF HALL AND STAFF.

III.

Resolved, "That the Commandery-in-Chief, and the Sons of Veter
ans order at large, owe to Commander-in-Chief Marvin E. Hall, and his ef
ficient staff most sincere thanks and grateful acknowledgment for the business
administration he has given us during the last year, their toil and labor has
brought them in close touch with the order, and we commend the result of
that labor (as shown by their various reports) to the most favorable considera
tion of Camp, Division and Commandery-in-Chief as an exemplification of the
results of industry and economy."'
Commander, on this resolution I ask to be per
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
mitted to address the senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.
Senior Vice Com
mander-in-Chief, I move the adoption of this section of the report of the com
mittee.
Isaac Cutter, of Illinois: Commander. I second the motion.
Acting Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief C. T. Orner: Brothers, it
has been moved and seconded that the resolution, as reported by the committee

I

suggest a rising vote. The brothers who are in favor of that
motion will rise to their feet. Those opposed will please rise. The resolution
is adopted by a unanimous vote.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, for myself and in behalf of my
staff, I am very grateful for this kind acknowledgement.
Brother Shaw Van continued the reading of the report as follows :

be adopted,

IN REFERENCE TO BROS. \V. H. PHILLIPS, GEO. C, ATKINSON,
CHAS. A. SMILEDGE,
AS. A. KEOWN AXI) GEO. B.

J

McDAVITT.

IV. Resolved, "That in compliance with the unanimous request of
Camp No. 1. Division of Massachusetts, endorsed and supported unanimously
by said Division at its last annual Encampment, W. II. Phillips, George C.
Atkinson. Charles A. Smiledge, .las. A. Keown and Geo. B. McDavitt, who
were in 1890 dishonorably discharged from the Order, be and the same are
hereby permitted to make application for membership to said Camp No. 1,
Division of Massachusetts, and said Camp is hereby empowered to act favora
bly on any and all of said applications, provided that their applications are
accompanied with the receipt of the Division Adjutant of Massachusetts
evidencing the payment to him of all monies now in their hands collected by
them from the Lynn tire sufferers."
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa : Commander, I am requested by the Committee
to make a little explanation of this matter.
The facts of the case are these.
These members that are asking to be restored were discharged from this
Camp because they had formed a committee themselves to collect money to
be appropriated for Sons of Veterans and Grand Army men who were suffer
ers in the Lynn Are. They were court martialed on the charge that they
had disobeyed orders by going out and doing a thing which they were not
directed to do by their superior officers. The money is in their hands amount
ing to some .'530 or SIO. It was at that time deposited in the bank.
As soon
as charges were preferred it was deposited in a bank and lays there today, and
there is no taint on these gentlemen other than that they disobeyed orders.
There is no charge that any money had been misappropriated in any way.
The Commaxdkr-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the reading of
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this report and the explanation connected therewith.
What is your pleasure
in regard to the same ?
Albert C. Blaisdell, of Massachusetts: Commander, for the benefit
of the brothers
will explain this so you will understand it. At the time
Lynn was devastated by the great fire, Camp 1, of Lynn, Massachusetts—
do not think this matter is yet
Commander,
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa:
before the house.
Albert C. Blaisdell, of Massachusetts:
I move the
Commander,
adoption of this section of the report of the committee.
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander,
second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Blaidsdell, sec
onded by Brother McCrillis that this section of the report of the committee be
adopted. Are there any remarks ?
Albert C. Blaisdell, of Massachusetts: Commander,—
there is no
Commander, just one word.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa:
one that desires any further explanation of this matter there is no need of
consuming time. If anyone does not understand it and desires further infor
mation then
would suggest it is time enough to explain.
The Commander-in-Chief: Is the Encampment ready for the question ?
K'ries of "question," "question.")
As many as are in favor of the motion
will signify so by the usual voting sign of the Order. Contrary the same sign.
It is unanimously carried.
Brother Shaw Van continued the reading of the report as follows:

I

I

I

If

I

AMOUNT EXPENDED FOR RELIEF TO BE REPORTED TO 0. A.

R.

of the respective Divisions and
V. Resolved. "That the Commander
the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, report annually to the res
pective Department Commanders and the Commander-in-Chief respectively
of the G. A. II., the amount of money expended annually for the relief fund
for the benefit of the G. A. R. and S. of V. and others."
George S. Kling, of New York: Commander, I move the adoption of
this section of the report.
Newton J. McGuiee, of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion.

The Commander-in-Chief:

It

is moved and seconded that this section

of the report of the committee stand adopted. Are there any remarks? All
those in favor of the motion will signify so by the usual voting sign of the
Contrary, the same sign. It is carried, and so ordered.
Order.
R. Shaw Van continued the reading of the report as follows:
PROFIT ON SUPPLIES NOT TO EXCEED 25 PER CENT.

VI. "Any Division, by vote at its annual Encampment, may charge a
profit for all supplies, badges, and decorations of not more than 25 per cent, in
excess of cost to the Division at National Headquarters."
The Commander-in-Chief : You have heard the reading of this section
of the report. Brothers, what is your pleasure V
II. M. Lowry, of Pennsylvania : Commander, I move its adoption.
Clarence E. Holmes, of New York : Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief : It is moved and seconded that this section
of the report be adopted. Are there any remarks?
Francis G. Drew, of Minnesota : Commander, I believe this is a matter
that ought to be left to the Divisions. Some Divisions charge 100 per cent,
profit, and have to do so. Others furnish these articles at cost. It depends
on the financial condition of the Division.
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R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I would like to say to the brother
that that is just what we are doing. We are letting each Division fix the per
cent, that they see fit to charge.
If they do not want to charge anything they
need not do so. This C'ommandery does not direct that in any shape. It says
that each Division may charge what it wants to. You must fix it by vote of
your Division Encampment.
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Does it not restrict it to 25 per cent?
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, it says not in excess of 25 per cent ?
GeorgeS. Kling, of New York: Commander, as I understand, under
the present regulations the Division can charge 10 or 15 per cent, and this reslution simply increases the amount that they can charge, if they see fit.
The Commander-in-Chief : This raises the amount that may be charged
by Divisions.
W. B. McAbthuk, of Nebraska: Commander, I would be opposed to
that for the present. At our Ninth Annnal Encampment there \v?re charges
of 100 per cent, on all supplies with the exception of the Constitution, Rules
and Regulations and badges and decorations, on which we had 25 per cent.
On the original list of supplies it was 100 per cent. It makes very little dif
ference because there are a great many of those supplies that do not cost
over 40 or 60 or 75 cents, and 25 or 15 per cent, of that is not enough.
A small
quantity will last a Camp for years. It does not make very much difference
to the Camps, but it assists the Division headquarters very much.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the motion. Are
there any further remarks upon this question ? If not, as many as are in favor
of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Contrary
the same sign. It is carried and so ordered. Proceed with the report of the
committee.

Brother Shaw Van continued the report as follows:

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO

R AND W. R.

G. A.

C.

VII. "We deeply appreciate the past and present favors extended the
Sons of Veterans by the Grand Army of the Republic and the Women's Relief
Corps.
Mindful of the great debt of gratitude we are under to the saviours of our
country, regardful of those privileges and interests which have been pre
served, and will soon be bequeathed to us; we again pledge ourselves to be the
loyal amis of our loyal sires, and that the principles for which we stand. Friend
ship, Charity and Loyalty, may be our only commendation for future and more
widely extended consideration."
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the report of the
committee on this measure; what is your pleasure V
George W. Penniman, of Massachusetts:
move the
Commander.
adoption of the resolution.
Walter S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander, second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the motion. As
many as are in favor of it will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Contrary the same sign. The motion is agreed to and it is so ordered.
Brother Shaw Van continued the reading of the report as follows:

I

I

GOLD CROSS FOR PAST DIV. COMMANDER

M. D.

FRIEDMAN.

VIII. Resolved. "On account of the faithful and efficient services to the
order of Past Colonel M. D. Friedman, of the Division of Alabama and Ten
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of said Division, that the Golden Cross of the Order
Friedman, the Division to pay the cost of the

to Past Colonel

same."'

I

move the adoption of this
William E. Bcndy, of Ohio: Commander,
section of the report of the committee.
6. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, 1 second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that this section
of the report be adopted. Are there any remarks ? As many as are in favor
of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Contrary
the same sign. It is carried and so ordered.
Brother Shaw Van continued the reading of the report as follows:

IN REFERENCE TO ORGANIZATIONS SIMILAR TO THE VV. R. C.
IX. Resolved, "That the Sons of ,Veterans hail with delight the organization
of any and all these societies which do and may hereafter occupy the same re
lation to our Camps, now sustained by the Women's Relief Corps to the Grand
Army of the Republic. That we hereby express our sincere thanks for the
helpful service rendered by woman, in our efforts to 'keep green the memory"
of those both living and dead, who made the existence of our Order possible."'
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the reading of this
section.

I

William I. Carnes, of Pennsylvania:

Commander,
move its adoption.
I second the motion.
Commander,
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, it is moved and seconded that
Any remarks? All
this section of the report of the committee be adopted.
those in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual sign of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign. It is carried and so ordered.
C.

J.

Spackman, of Illinois:

R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, that concludes the regular report
of the committee; all of which is respectfully submitted in F. C. and L. and
Now here are two matters which
signed by the members of the committee.
the committe have decided to submit to the Commandery.
The Commander-in-Chief: Do I understand that the regular report of
the committee is now concluded.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, Yes, sir.
The Commander-in-Chief: Then
understand there are additional
matters which the committee desires to bring up.
R.Shaw Van, of Iowa: Yes, sir, Commander, that the committee would
not act upon; that they desire to present here.

I

The Commander-in-Chief:

Proceed.

R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, here is
for consideration of the Commandery.

MILITARY DISCIPLINE WHILE

a matter

which they present

PARADE.

ON

Resolved, "That all parades of members of the order shall be conducted un
der military discipline."'
J. B. Lyon, of Iowa: Commander,
move you that that Resolution be
not adopted.
E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander,
move that the resolution
be adopted.
W. M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island: Commander,
second the motion to
adopt the resolution.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by brother Milham, of Minne

I

I

I
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sota, and seconded by brother Bowen, of Rhode Island, that this resolution be
Are there any remarks?
adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief.
B. Lyon, of Iowa: Commander, I would like to ask what disposition
will be made of Camps who have not been subject to any military training.
We have scattered over our country a great many Camps of that kind.
Would the adoption of this resolution have the effect to deprive them of tak
ing part in any military parade, simply because they have been so unfortu
nate as not to have any one give them military training?
It does injustice to

J.

of this privilege.
W. M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island: Commander, I only want to say that
I am very sorry to have the brother make the admission.
Quartermaster General Loebenstien: Commander, I desire to call
the brother to order - if he will wait a moment I will present him with a badge.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will proceed in order.
William M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island: Commander, I am sorry to
hear a brother state that there are so many Camps in the Order not able to
perform the ordinary marching evolutions in a military way. 1 have heard
It hurts
savage criticism from the members of the G. A. R. on "this subject.
us more in the estimation in the Grand Army of the Republic than anything
We pretend to be sons of soldiers.
else.
If there are any Camps in this Order
who are not able to march and form company, I think it is high time they
were learning how.
I think it is very necessary and of great advantage to
have military drill, and I think this resolution is necessary in order to give the
officers of Camps some military authority.
a great many Camps to deprive them

George II. IIurlbut, of Illinois: Commander, I only want to inquire
from the authors of this resolution why they do not interject into that resolu
tion that in all parades members shall wear the uniform of the Order— if they
want to make it a military parade. (Applause.)

Fred G. Singleton, of Kentucky: Commander, I want to state to the
members of this Commandery that we have in Kentucky a hard row to hoe.
There are several mountaineers back in the interior of the state who belong to
this Order that have to ride twenty or thirty miles to a meeting of the Camp,
and it is hard work to hold the Order together.
Do you suppose they can
attend weekly or monthly meetings for the purpose of drill? They cannot.
And there are several along the river as well as back in the state, members of
I am not in favor
the Order who have to go a long distance to attend Camp.
of compelling them to stay out of any parade because they cannot drill.
do
not think it is right. I think it ought to be left to the Divisions or the Camps
If they can turn out and make a military display let them do it.
themselves.
Those who cannot should not be kept penned up in their Camp rooms, when
they desire to turn out, simply because they cannot march with martial step.

I

W. R. Cooper, of Tennessee: Commander, I would like to inquire as to
the scope of this resolution, if it should be passed and be enforced, just what
will it mean in its application ? I ask that question of the author of the reso
lution.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: I think the resolution was presented to the Com
mittee by William M. P. Bowen, Commander of the Rhode Island Division.
Commander, if the adoption of this resolu
W. R. Cooper, of Tennessee:
tion means that Sons of Veterans are to be excluded from parading as such
because they are not subject to military discipline, or not wearing a uniform.
I shall oppose it. In the Alabama and Tennessee Divisions there are thous
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ands of Sons of Veterans who cannot conform to the strict requirements of
military rules and regulations by reason of their isolation from cities and want
of opportunity, such as other Sons of Veterans have who live in the cities and
smaller towns. Now, if it means by an iron clad rule they are not to be permit
ted to parade unless they are uniformed and under strict military discipline I
shall oppose the resolution.

Commander, I would also like to be
C. D. Rooxey, of Massachusetts:
clear upon this subject.
We have a resolution, or an understanding, in our
Order that there is a certain regulation uniform of the Order and that there
is a certain regulation for the military rank. Now the question comes what
does this thing mean?
Does it mean that the military rank shall be the only
ones allowed to parade, or does it mean that brothers must wear the regulation
uniform of the Order? There is a great deal of diversity in shape and form
and size of uniforms worn here.
Now what standard are we going by? There
is the regulation of the Constitution that is ignored throughout the Divisions,
and now we are going to put another regulation here that is going to be ig
nored just as much. I cannot see any force, or any use in the resolution as far
as it goes.
I would like to have a clear understanding of the entire scope of
this resolution, what it is intended to do, if the author will inform us.
W. M. P. Bowex, of Rhode Island: Commander, I am simply saying that
the purpose and intent of the resolution is that in parades the commanding
officers of Divisions and the Camps will have an opportunity to see that the
Nothing is said about uniforms
parades are conducted in proper manner.
whatever.
It simply says that the ordinary marching movements, such as
are ordinarily executed, are to be carried out, and that our Division and Camp
otlicers will have some authority in the matter, such as they do not now
possess;

H.
Day.

Commander, I want to ask what about Decoration
D. Davis, of Ohio:
Certainly there should not be any

VV. M. P. Bowex, of Rhode Island:
Commander. I believe I have the
floor. Not a single word is said in that resolution about uniforms. It simply
gives to the commanding officer power to say to one man "Go here" and to an
other "Go there" as his duties direct him to do. Nothing now exists in our
Constitution, Rules and Regulations allowing anything of that kind. In our
own Division we have given that authority to our officers, but we desire to
have it given generally by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.

Commander. I want to suggest, re
to the brother that I believe the commanding otlicers of Camps and
Divisions, or any other body of Sons of Veterans, who are in command of their
respective bodies when they turn out as such, have the very authority he
speaks of; and I do not see the necessity of putting anything else in the Con
stitution to cover that point.
they are in command of the Camp they cer
tainly have command of that Camp, on the street as well as they have in the
Camp room.
Commander,
I think the resolution of
N. C. Upham, of Massachusetts:
he could suggest
my brother from Rhode Island is entirely out of place.
something that would compel the different Camps and Divisions to adopt the
regulation uniform of the Order I should vote for it; otherwise 1 hope it will
be voted down.
not, as
The Commaxder-ix-Chief: Are there any further remarks?
many as are in favor of the motion to adopt the resolution reported by the

George H. Hchlbut, of Illinois:

spectfully,

If

If

If
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committee without recommendation will so signify by the usual voting sign
of the Order. Contrary the same sign. It seems to be lost. It is lost.
K. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, the other matter which the com
mittee decided to bring before the Commandery is as follows:

CASE OF WALTER
To the Coramuiulery-in-Chhf, S. of V., U. S.

S.

PAYNE.

A.:

Whereas, at the annual Encampment of the Division of Ohio a resolution
was unanimously adopted requesting the delegates from that Division to this
National Encampment to use all honorable means to have this National body
restore to our brother General, Walter S. Payne, his past rank as Command
er-in-Chief. Therefore be it
Rewind, "That, in as much as the Committee or Court Martial which
investigated this case at Minneapolis when it was heard on appeal, reported
to that said National Encampment at Minneapolis that ' the individual
opinion of the Committee was unanimously that Brother Payne was not
We ask that Brother Payne's past rank be restored to him.
guilty."
The Committee decided to submit this matter to the consideration of the
Commandery-in-Chief without recommendation.

THE PAYNE RESOLUTION NOT IN ORDER.
The Commander-in-Chief:'

Brothers, will you hear the Commander-inmoment?
(Cries of "Hear him,"" "Hear him.")
The Chair is thoroughly acquainted with the status from beginning to end of
the unfortunate case of Brother Walter S. Payne.
1 was present in the St. Joe
Encampment at the time when the matter was brought up and acted upon in
that Encampment, and I remember at that time there was a clear agreement
entered into directly between Brother Walter S. Payne and the Commanderyin-Chief to the effect that if the Commandery-in-Chief, then in session at St.
Joe would set aside the findings of the Payne Court Martial, which the
Encampment at Paterson had refused to do, and give Brother Payne another
hearing before a new court martial to be appointed by the Commander-inChief to be elected at St. Joe, Brother Payne upon his part would abide by and
accept the decision of the court martial as the ultimate and final action of the
Commandery-in-Chief in the case. This is the absolute and actual condition.
This is the state of the ease: and because of this agreement and because
of the moral obligation resting upon both parties entering into it,
as
Commander-in-Chief will rule that it was then positively and permanently
Chief for

a

I

disposed of. and therefore can not come properly before this Encampment.
This is the decision of the Chair. (Applause.)
Walter S. Payne, of Ohio, Commander, may ask you to reter to the
record to prove any such statement.
state most emphatically there was no
such agreement.
There are
The Commander-in-Chief:
The Chair has so decided.
plenty of brothers here who will verify the statement of the Chair.
Walter S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander may ask that the record be
referred to.
If there was such an agreement it will be of record.
state
again positively that there was no such agreement.
The Commander-in-Chiek:
The brother takes issue with the Chair.
The Chair has made all the statement it desires to make, and has made its
decision.

I

I

I

I
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J.

D. Rowen, of Iowa:
Commander, do I thoroughly understand the
decision of the Commander-in-Chief, that the matter of Brother Walter S.
Payne connot be considered at this Encampment.
The Commander-in-Chief: It cannot be unless the decision of the
Chair is overruled by the Encampment.
Unless soms brother desires to
appeal from the d?cision of the Chair thsre is nothing b3fore th.3 house.
Does this conclude the report of the Committee on Resolutions'?

DECISION OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF APPEALED FROM.
E. H. Archer, of Ohio: Commander, in order that this matter may be
brought before the Commandery and as the Commander-in-Chief has said that
the only way it can now be brought before the Commandery is to appeal from
his decision, I therefore appeal from the decision of the Commander-in-Chief.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, the decision of the Chair has been
appealed from. The question now is shall the decision of the Chair stand as
the decision of this Encampment'?
E. H. Archer, of Ohio: Cammander-in-Chief, brothers of the Command
ery, the ground upon which I base my appeal is. that no matter what the ac
tion of the Commandery-in-Chief may have been six or eight or ten years ago.
this Commandery-in-Chief at the present time is the supreme body and can do
or undo anything it has done in the past; and for that reason any matter that
is presented to the Commandery-in-Chief in proper form can be considered by
the Commandery.
This matter comes up in the form of a resolution that the
Committee on Resolutions has reported back to us without recommendation,
and I claim that it is now properly before the Commandery-in-Chief for con
sideration.
The Command^u-in-Chief:
Are there any further remarks upon the
appeal'?

R. M. J. Reed, of Pennsylvania: Commander. I believe that I am about
familiar with this case as any other man, having been associated with
Brother Payne from the very first inception of this organization and I certify C. F. Sargent, of Massachusetts:
Commander, 1 rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
Commander, my point of order is that
C. F. Sargent, of Massachusetts:
the case of Brother Payne is not to be discussed on an appeal from the decis
ion of the Chair.
The Commander-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken. The
brother will confine himself to a discussion of the appeal.
R. M. J. Reed, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I simply wish to say that if
injustice has been done Brother Payne who is not only a brother but who is
also a comrade of the G. A. It., for which we profess to have such high respect,
I think it would be a great deal better to reverse an unjust decision than to re
fuse to consider it on the ground stated by the Commander-in-Chief in his rul
ing. I believe no matter what the action of a previous Commandery-in-Chief
may have been, that each succeeding Commandery-in-Chief has full power to
act on any question; and particularly when injustice has been done, as I be
lieve injustice has been done Comrade Payne.
The Commander-in-Chief: Are there any further remarks upon the
question of the appeal ? Brothers, I excused the Adjutant General a moment
ago to get the record and for that reason cannot put the question until he re
as

turns.

George W. Penniman, of Massachusetts:
14—

Commander-in-Chief, I feel with
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Brother Reed and with a great many others that a great injustice has been
done to General Payne, and that it is due us as honorable men to right the
I have never had an opportunity, not having been a member of the
wrong.
Commandery at either St. Joseph or Minneapolis—
Quartermaster General Loebenstien: Commander, if Brother
Penniman will yield to me for a moment— I have the honor to announce the
presence of General Charles V. Griffin, of Indiana, Past Commander-in-Chief.
The Commander-in-Chief: Will Brother Penniman give way just a
moment that we may welcome Brother Griffin?
George W. Penniman, of Massachusetts:
I yield with
Commander,
pleasure.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, to many of you this is a new face.
I regret it exceedingly; but our worthy Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin has
been detained by some unavoidable circumstances at the time of our Encamp
ments and has been unable to be with us. It is with great pleasure that we
receive him today, and 1 believe this Encampment will be very grateful to
him for some expression of his pleasure in being with you. Will you hear
him? (Cries of "hear him," "hear him.")
Charles F. Griffin, of Indiana: Commander and brothers, I am not csrtain whether
am to accept the remarks of t he Commander-in-Chief as a com
pliment or not. He says he regrets exceedingly -but whether it is ray pres
ence or my face I am not sure. (Laughter.) There are some of us who need to
look old and some of us who need to renew our youth. I have chosen the lat
ter, that is all, and have simply unmasked.
This is not a time for speech making Mr. Commander.
I recognize the fact
that you have before you much important business yet to be accomplished, not
the least of which is the selection of your officers to lead the Order for another
year from among a list of brothers, any one of whom is worthy to be the proud
son of a Union soldier.
desire only to say that I thank you for this cordial recep
tion.
I congratulate ths Order that it is now an accomplished fact, and that
it has a mission to fulfill; I feel confident and proud of the fact that it is to go
down in history and fill its place among the noblest, grandest, most unselfish
and patriotic orders of the world. (Applause.)

I

I

Iam delighted to look again into the faces of so many of my brothers of
the Order, many of whom
learned to love, and that pleasure, brothers, is
tinged only with one painful recollection, and that the fact that the brother,
the distinguished Past Commander, upon whose breast I had the honor to
place the badge of office as my last official act, is absent today, and his place
remains untitled.
1 thank you Commander
and brothers and shall hope to see you all today.
( Applause.)
The Commandek-in-Ciiief: Brother Penniman of Massachusetts will
continue his remarks on the appeal from the decision of the Chair.

I

George W. Penniman, of Massachusetts:
Commander I shall vote for
re-opening this case if it may be termed that way, because I want to have on
the record my vote and my conviction that an injustice has been done to one
of the worthiest members of our organization, to a man who has honored the
Sons of Veterans more than we as an organization have honored him.
I have
nothing further to say.

Tin: Commander-in-Chief: Are there any further remarks upon
question of the appeal from the decision of the Chair?

the
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Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander-in-Chief and brothers,
was not my purpose to make any remarks upon this question now under
discussion, but it does seem to me brothers that the ruling of the Chair in all
fairness to ourselves, in all fairness to our Order, should be sustained. We
owe quite as much a duty to be true to ourselves as we do to be charitable to
any one member, because the man who is not true to himself and to his own
obligation cannot be expected to be true to any one else.
In order that the brothers who are not familiar with the facts surround
ing the case may be placed in a position to understand the ruling of the Chair
that its consideration is now out of order, let me call your attention to the
particular circumstances upon which the Chair bases his ruling.
After the court-martial of Brother Payne, after the hearing at Faterson of
the appeal, when the appeal was disallowed, Brother Payne came to the next
Encampment at St. Joe -this is a great deal like ancient history, brothers, and
those of you who have had any legal experience will understand that there is
always in all courts of law some limit to the power of appeal. You cannot
appeal every month or every year if you so desire.
it

Walter S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
Walters. Payne, of Ohio: Commander, as I understand it, Brother

Weeks has got the record. lie has risen to read the record. We are not try
ing this case over again and we do not need to review all of the case. We want
the record as to that matter.
The Commandek-in-Chief:
Brother Weeks will confine himself to the
question of the appeal.
Bartow S. Weeks, of Xew York: Commander, I have not announced
my intention to read the record. I have not announced my intention to make
any statement of the facts in this case; but I know of no reason why in this
discussion of the right of this Commandery and the duty of this Commandery
to sustain the Chair, one member of the Commandery should get up and chal
lenge an assertion of the Chair and then attempt to throttle a reference to the
record.

(Applause).

E. H.

Archer, of Ohio:

I

rise to a point of order.
Commander,
The brother will state his point of order.

The Commander-in-Chief:

E. H. Archer, of Ohio: Commander my point of order is that an appeal
from the decision of the Chair is not debatable; that the brother making the
appeal states the ground of appeal and then the presiding officer may reply, if
he desires to.

The Commander-in-Chief:

The point of order is not well taken; the

appeal is debatable.

II. M. Lowry, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I rise to a question of in
formation. I would like to ask this, that the privilege be given Past Com
mander-in-Chief Weeks to make an explanation of this case, as he can, for the
information of members of this Commandery who are not conversant with
the facts, that we may vote intelligently upon this subject.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, the Chair cannot give Past Com
mander-in-Chief Weeks any such privilege.
Such a statement or explanation
would be out of order. He must confine himself to the question of the appeal
from the decision of the Chair.
Bartow S. Weeks, of Xew York: Commander, I do not desire any such
special privilege.
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The Commander-in-Chief: I have made a statement of exactly the con
ditions and facts and have made a decision. That decision has been appealed
from, and Brother Weeks is simply stating- -I do not know what he is getting
at— his side of the case.
He is talking to the appeal. Will you hear him con
siderately, quietly and patiently?
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander. I was endeavoring to
state that the appeal had been disallowed at Paterson and application was
made at St. Joseph, the ensuing encampment, which was three years ago, for
the reopening of the case and the granting of a new trial. Upon that applica
tion then made in the city of St. Joseph at the meeting of the Commandery-inChief, the party aggrieved or claimed to be aggrieved, Brother Payne, was
present and then and there represented on the floor by Brother McDowell, of
New Jersey, and after a resolution had been introduced declaring the former
proceedings irregular and granting a new trial, objection was made to that
portion of the resolution which stated that the former proceedings were ir
regular, and the record shows that Brother Payne said

"Strike it out." I will consent that it may be stricken out.
And the resolution was finally adopted to readsimply as follows:
Itesolred, by this Encampment, That the proceedings of the Walter S.
Payne court-martial be set aside, and he be granted a new trial."'
Then Colonel J. B. Maccabe addressed the Chair as follows:
"Commander, 1 want to know, before this resolution is passed, if the friends
of General Payne are going to abide by th? results of this new court-martial,
if General Payne shall be found guilty, and shall be thrown out of the Order
forever?''
And some member said "Yes, sir." Then Brother Maccabe repeated his in
quiry as follows:
"Is General Payne perfectly willing to stand the consequences and the re
sult of this new court-martial, and go out of the Order forever if that is the
rinding of the court-martial?"
And W. (). McDowell, of New Jersey, while Walter S. Payne, of Ohio, was
sitting upon the floor of that encampment and during that very debate, less
than two minutes before had spoken on the same question and submitted to a
portion of the resolution being stricken out, W. O. McDowell said,
"The General has said he would."
W. O. McDowell said that in the pras?nc3 and in th2 hsaring, and I assert
without fear of contradiction, with the consent and approval of Walter S3.
Payne who sat silent and allowed it to be done. Colonel Maccabe then said,
"Then will it not be in order to reconsider the proceedings had at Paterson
in order to leave the whole subject matter open?
I move, therefore, that the
proceedings had at Paterson be incorporated in the resolution and also set
aside."

A new trial was granted, a new court was appointed, new findings were
rendered and a sentence imposed.
When that matter came up upon an ap]>eal
following this second trial of the case. General
Payne w-as heard,
through a prominent attorney, one of the most prominent members of the
Grand Army of the Republic, whom he retained as counsel; as counsel for
Payne he appeared before the Minneapolis Encampment and argued the case,
and the question was then and there settled with Brother Payne upon the
floor of the Encampment,
The Commander-in-Chief:

The Past Commander-in-Chiefs

time has
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(Cries of '-con

he may proceed?

I

Commander,

have nothing further

to say.

The Commander-in-Chief:
The Chair has

a

Brothers will you listen to the
right to discuss an appeal taken from its decision.

sent," consent.")

Chair?
("Con

I

rise to a question of privi
Walter S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander,
lege.
simply state that Brother McDowell was never employed by me as an
attorney, or in any other capacity, or authorized to speak for me in that En
campment.
believe
The. Commander-in-Chief: Brothers of the Encampment,
there is not a member here who has toiled with me through all the ups and
downs, the toils and discomforts, the victories and successes of our Order, who
do
will doubt my honesty.
do not believe there is a brother present today,
not believe thera is one in the Order who knows the Chair, that believes I
would willingly or wilfully do an injustice to any brother of the Order.
Brothers, in an official capacity, standing before you as the head of the Order,
stated the case not from any personal prejudice, not because love a man or fear
an enemy, but I stated the case because of the official responsibility resting upon
me.
When this case came up in the form of this resolution gave to you the
exact facts, as more than 50 brothers, if they could be here today, would testi
have
fy! and my honor has been impugned, it has been questioned whether
ask you
been telling the truth. The record sustains what 1 have said, and
as brothers to stand by a man who believes he is right, who knows he is right.
The facts have nothing to do with this. The agreement was there had, just
as the Chair stated it. Without any love for Brother AValter S. Payne, with
out any fear of him, without any of these extraneous influences surrounding
it, this is a question of appeal from my decision and am right and ask you
to sustain me on the merits of my statement and my decision.
That is all
have to say.

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

E. H. Archer, of Ohio: Commander, I do not want any member of this
Commandery-in-Chief to understand that any representative from the Divis
ion of Ohio in appealing from the decision of the Commander-in-Chief on a
point of parlimentary law is impugning his honesty, or his truthfulness.
The Commander-in-Chief: What I said was not with reference to you.

Archer of Ohio:

I

understand it
the only matter as
of
law
as to wheth
at present before this Commandery-in-Chief is a question
whether
it shall not
shall
or
stand,
er the decision of the Commander-in-Chief
stand.
was right in my statement, and Brother
The Commander-in-Chief:
E. H.

Commander,

I

Payne insisted that no such agreement had been made.

Archer, of Ohio:

feeling ought never to usurp the
Commander,
(Cries of "That is right,") Coolness and calmness and
deliberation should prevail in legislative bodies. I am not here to champion
the cause of Brother Payne, or anyone, but am in favor of transacting bus
iness in a business way. Any brother who believes that the decision of the pre
siding officer is wrong has a right to appeal from that decision and state his
E. H.

place of judgment.

I

I believe that this Commandery-inreasons for doing so. I have done that.
Chief has the same power to undo what the Ninth Commandery-in-Chief
has done as that the 70th General Assembly of the State of Ohio has a right to
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And it is that
repeal the action of the second or 40th Ohio General Assembly.
point that is now before this Commandery.
It is not a question of sentiment
or feeling that exists between any of the brothers in the relation to the Payne
matter, and I hope brothers that you will not establish this precedent that a
Commander can by his decision prevent any matter which has been acted up
on by a previous Commandery-in-Chief being brought before the Commandery-in-Chief that is then in session. It would be a dangerous precedent, a
So would it be if that was a precedent of our State
very dangerous precedent.
and National Courts, that are after a case has once been decided the power
do not
that decides it could never hear a case of similar character again.
want to take your time. I have got sense enough to know when I have said

I

I believe you will not vote on this qnestion from the sentimental
standpoint, but vote upon it from a legal standpoint,

enough, and

J. I). Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, I of course have the greatest respect
for the judgment and the ruling of the Commander-in-Chief. I dislike to be
placed in the attitude of appealing from his decision.
I believe the decision
that you have taken, in the face of history is correct, so far as the history of the
matter is concerned; but there is something that is more important than the
history of this case, and I hope that this case can be reopened whether by the
overruling of your decision, or by some other method, I care not what; but to
take the position at this time that the case cannot be opened would be some
thing that would result disastrously to this organization. We see that illus
trated every clay. We amended the Constitution yesterday.
It was not this
Kncampment that created that Constitution, but it was a preceding Encamp
ment of this body. We did not stop to question yesterday whether or not we
had created this thing, or what Kncampment had passed this law. That never
entered into the discussion, or into the proceedings of this Encampment yestsrday. The only question was what was the amendment, or what was the newlaw to be enacted by this legislative body. We admit by implication, and if you
please by right, that this Encampment had the power and the authority to do
that, now in the light of that, in the face of what we have done not only at
this Encampment but at all preceding Encampments. 1 cannot see why you
want to apply this iron clad, rigid rule, and not allow the reopening of the
case because it has been acted upon by a previous Commandery-in-Chief.
It is true, as my good brother, the 1'ast Commander-in-Chief, has said, that
in criminal courts there is a limit to appeals.
I suggest to the brother that
perhaps in some instances, maybe in this, it would be better to apply the
motto of our organization than the solid rules of law that govern the trials of
persons accused of crimes.
I hope, brothers, that in justic? to the person
who is vitally connected with this question, this case may be reopened and set
tled detinately; if this good brother or if this individual has any rights in this
Encampment at all, he is entitled to his past rank or he is not entitled to pass
that door.

Isaac Cutter, of Illinois: Commander. I move the previous question.
Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander. I also second the motion.
C. T. Spaceman, of

Grant W. Harrington, of Kansas:
motion for the previous question.

Commander,

I

also

second

the

The Commander-in-Chief: The previous question is moved by Brother
Cutter, of Illinois, and seconded by Brothers Spackman and McCrillis of
Illinois, and Harrington, of Kansas.
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1

rise to a question of

information.

The Commander-in-Chief:

State it.
Weeks, of New York: Commander, my question of informa
tion is as to how we are going to settle this matter definitely, as the brother
suggests, if we reopen it at every encampment;
want to know how that can

Bartow

S.

I

be done.

I

Commander,
want to know if the decision of
necessarily reopen the question ?
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair understands that it will.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander,
do not so understand it. Does
the Chair understand the resolution ?
The Commander-in-Chief: Read the resolution.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, the resolution is as follows:
To the Commandery-in-Chief
S. V. U. S. A.
Whereas. At the annual Encampment of the Division of Ohio a resolu
tion was unanimously adopted requesting the delegates from that Division to
this National Encampment to use all honorable means to have the national body
restore to our brother, General Walter S. Payne, his past rank as Commanderin-Chief, therefore be it
Resolved, "That inasmuch as the Committee or Court Commission who in
vestigated this case at Minneapolis when it was heard on appeal, reported to
that said National Encampment at Minneapolis that 'The individual opinion
of the committee was unanimously that Brother Payne was not guilty.' We
ask that Brother Payne's past rank be restored to him."
It simply asks that Brother Payne's past rank be restored to him. That is
all there is in it. There is no opening up of that case at all, and that case is
not here for discussion.
The-Commander-in-Chief: The Chair decided that this matter was not
before the Encampment properly.
An appeal was taken and upon that appeal
the previousjquestion has been moved and seconded by two brothers from differ
ent divisions. The question is shall the main question be now put? All those
in favor of the motion for the previous question will signify so by the usual
voting sign of the Order. Those opposed the same sign. The motion is car
ried. The question now is upon the appeal.
Shall the decision of the Chair
stand as the decision of the Encampment?
Upon that will call for a divis
ion. Those in favor of sustaining the decision of the Chair will rise and stand
until counted. Be seated. Those in favor of sustaining the appeal from the
decision of the Chair will rise and stand until counted.
The Adjutant General
will report the vote.
The Adjutant General: Commander, the vote stands 70 in favor of
sustaining the decision of the Chair; 42 in favor of sustaining the appeal.

R. Shaw Van, of Iowa:

the Chair is not sustained

if that will

I

I

The Commander-in-Chief:
cision of the Chair.

lutions?
'.S E. II.

Brothers, you have voted to sustain the de
the report of the committee on reso

Does this finish

Archer, of Ohio:

ported by the committee

Commander,

I

move that the last resolution re
be adopted.

without recommendation

The Commander-in-Chief: The motion is not in order. Brothers you
have heard the report of the committee on resolutions.
What is your pleasure ?
N.

C.

committee

Upham, of Massachusetts:
be adopted.

Commander,

I

move the report of the

2
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William E. Buxdy, of Ohio: Commander, before the report of that com
mittee is adopted, as a whole, we have a resolution prepared by the Ohio dele
gation and unanimously endorsed by it, and if it is not introduced in time to
be referred during the early sessions of the Encampment we should like to
present it now, before that committee is discharged and have it referred to
them for immediate action.
The Commander-in-Chief: It may be referred to the committee with
out reading if it is the pleasure of the Encampment. And we can adopt the
partial report of the committee, as far as it has been made.
II. M. Lowky, of Pennsylvania: Commander, the Division of Pennsyl
vania at their recent Encampment voted—
The Commander-in-Chief: The business before the Encampment is
action upon the report of the committee as far as submitted.
George H. Hurl-but, of Illinois: Commander.
move the report of the
committee be adopted so far as read and concurred in.
McGuire, of Indianan: Commander, I second the motion.
Newton
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Hurlbut, of Illinois,
and seconded by Brother McGuire, of Indiana, that the report of the commit
tee as submitted be concurred in and accepted.
Are there any remarks?
E. II. Archer, of Ohio: Commander:
The committee on [resolutions re
and no
ported that resolution to the Encampment without recommendation,
action has been taken on that resolution.
move that the resolution be re
committed to the committee with the recommendation that it be adopted.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother is not in order. That resolu
tion was ruled out of order by the Chair and the Chair has been sustained in
that decision.
It was not in order and that disposes of it for this Encamp
ment.
E. II. Archer, of Ohio: Commander, I do not understand that you can
rule out of order a part of the report of the cammitte?.
The Commander-in-Chief: I have not ruled the report of the commit
tee out of order.
E. II. Archer, of Ohio: Commander, have you not now ruled the report
of the committee out of order in ruling out of order my motion to recommit
the resolution reported without recommendation.

I

J.

I

George II. Hurlbut, of Illinois: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brother will state his point of order.
George II. Hurlbut, of Illinois: Commander, my point of order is

that there is a motion before this Encampment and the brother is not speak
ing to the motion.
He cannot make a second motion.

The Commander-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken. Brothers,
you have heard the motion to accept the partial report of the Committee on
Resolutions which has been concurred in. Are you ready for the question?
.J. 1). Kowen, of Iowa: Commander,
committee touching that resolution?

is there any recommendation

of the

The Commander-in-Chief: There is not.
Are there any further
remarks upon the question of concurring in and adopting the report of the
Committee on Resolutions as far as submitted?
If not, as many, as are in
favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign.
The motion is agreed to, and the motion
stands adopted.
Commander,
(}. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
would ask information of the

I
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on Resolutions concerning a resolution that was adopted by the
Division of Pennsylvania relative to conferring the gold cross upon Brothers
Russell and Wagner of that Division. I do not remember that the committee
Committee

reported one way or the other or refused to report, or have acted in any man
would like to know the situation in regard to that resolution from
ner.

I

Pennsylvania.
The next
The Commander-in-Chief: They make no recommendation.
business in order will be the report of the Committee on Officers' Reports.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, 1 should like to inquire
whether it is the purpose of the Committee on Resolutions, that committee
not yet being discharged, to report upon these resolutions from the Division
of Pennsylvania.

Is
I cannot answer for these committees.
or any member of it present?
of Kansas: Commander, the committee is in session out

The Commander-in-Chief:
the Chairman of the committee

W.

Y. Morgan,

side now.

The Comnander-in-Chief:

Do you know the purpose of this committer

with reference to these resolutions ?
Commander,
W. Y. Morgan, of Kansas:

we have one more resolution

to consider.

Clayton II. Kocheusperger, of Pennsylvania:

Commander, there are
several resolutions from the Division of Pennsylvania that went before this
I want to state that there is another one that
committee.

-

The Commander-in-Chief:

I

presume

there are a great many others

that they have considered and have not brought before the Encampment.
The next thing in order is the report of the Committee on Officers' Reports.
This is one of the most important committees we have, and I trust, brothers,
you will give this report careful attention. Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott,
chairman of the committee, will proceed with the report.

Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander, I move you that the report
of this committee be acted upon recommendation
and
by recommendation,
that the Chairman of the committee be requested to give us such infor
mation in regard to the several recommendations as may be necessary in order
to enable us to vote intelligently upon them.
Commander, I second the motion.
As
Brothers, you have heard the motion.
many as are in favor of it will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign.
The motion is agreed to and it is so ordered.
Proceed with the report of the committee.

Grant

\V.

Harrington, of Kansas:

The Commander-in-Chief:

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OX OFFICERS' REPORTS.
Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott, Chairman of the Committee
began the reading of the report as follows:

on Offi

cers' Reports,

Cincinnatti, Ohio, Aug.

15, 1893-

of the Comofficers and brothers of the Twelfth Annual Encampment
mandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A.
Brothers— "Your Committee on Offic?r.s" Rsparts and Distribution of
Work respectfully reports as follows:
To

the

'•The communications from the several Divisions and Camps
tributed to the several committees to which they properly belonged.

were dis
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS.
ON

KEPORT

OK COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

Your committee desires to especially commend the business-like report
of General Hall and the directness with which he submits to the review of the
Encampment the condition of the Order, his important official acts, and the
urgent needs which require action from this Encampment. The economic
administration of the affairs of the Order, so manifest in the work of himself
and sta!f, will rec3ive an appreciative response from every broth?r in the
Order, and will prove a worthy example to all of his successors.
Of his several suggestions and recommendations, disposition has been
made as follows:
CUSTODY OF COMMANDERY-IX-CHIEF PliOPERTY.
Recommendation
No. l. "I therefore recommend that Sees. 4 and 6, of
Constitution, be so amended as to make the
Chap. IV., Commandery
Commander-in-Chief the custodian of so much of the property of the Com
mander-in-Chief as of necessity belongs to the Adjutant General's and Com
mander-in-Chief's departments, and requiring the Commander-in-Chief to re
ceipt in the cash book to the Adjutant General for monies received for charter
fees and per capita tax, and make monthly settlements with the Quartermas
ter General.
Assigned to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations."

Art. V.,

CHARTER

OF DIVISION

OF

FLORIDA REVOKED.

Reccmmendution No. 3. "I therefore recommend that the charter of the
Division of Florida be revoked, and that John A. Logan, Camp No. 3. Key
West, Florida, be attached to the Division of Alabama and Tennessee for
jurisdictional purposes."
Approved.
Frank McCiullis, of Illinois: Commander. I move the report of the
committee in this particular be concurred in.
Charles Kinney, of New York: Commander, I second the motion.

The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by brother McCrillis, of Illinois,
seconded by Brother Kinney, of New York, that the report of the Committee
of the Commander-inon Officers' Report in regard to this recommendation
not, as many as are in
Chief be concurred in. Are there any remarks?
favor of the motion will signify the same by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign. The motion seems to be, and is carried.
Chairman Abbott resumed the reading of the report as follows:

If

IN REGARD TO REVISION AND CONTINUATION OF BLUE BOOK.
Recommendation No. 3. "I therefore recommend that the blue book be re
vised by the succeeding administration, all rulings therein not applicable under
our present laws be stricken out. and all approved decisions to the present
time be incorporated, and each succeeding Commander-in-Chief be required
to index his decisions in conformity with the blue book, so that they may be
supplemental thereto."
"Approved, if in the opinion of the Council-in-Chief the condition of the
finances of the Commandery-in-Chief warrant the expense."

Quartermaster General Loebenstien: Commander,
take these matters by consent unless there is objection.
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois:
The Commander-in-Chief:

Commander,

It

is moved

I

I

move we

second the motion.

and seconded that the recom
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of the Committee on Officers' Reports be concurred in without
formal motion unless there is objection.
Are there any remarks? If not, as
many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of
the Order.
Thcce oppoEcd the same sign.
The motion seems to be,
and is carried.
Is there any objection to this section of the report of the com
mittee ? The Chair hears none and the recommendation
of the committee is
concurred in.
Chairman Abbott resumed the reading of the report as follows:
mendations

IN ItEGARD TO BIENNIAL

SESSIONS

OF

COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF.

Recommendation No. 4. "I therefore recommend that Art. III., Chap. IV.,
Commandery Constitution, be changed throughout to provide for biennial in
stead of annual meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief."
Assigned to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
The Commander-in-Chief: Is there objection to this section of the re
port of the committee? The Chair hears none and it is concurred in.
Chairman Abbott proceeded with the reading of the report as follows:
IN REGARD TO SEMI-ANNUAL INSTEAD OF QUARTERLY REPORTS.
Recommendation No. 5. "I therefore recommend that the Constitution be
so amended as to provide for semi-annual instead of quarterly reports; the
last quarterly report to be made for the quarter ending June 30, 1891, the
first semi-annual report to be made for the semi- annual term ending Decem
ber 31, 1893.
Assigned to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations."

The Commander-in-Chief: The action of the committee on this recom
mendation of the Commander-in-Chief is concurred in unless there be objec
tion.
The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
Chairman Abbott continued the reading of the report as follows:
CONCERNING

REPORTS OF DIVISION OFFICERS.
(i,

"The committee approves of the ruling of General Order Xo.
Series of
concerning legality of Art. IV., Chap. V., Rules and Regulations in the
matter of delinquency of Divisions for forwarding the same.
That ruling
as follows:
ruled in General Order No.
hat the reports of these officers came
gally under the provisions of Sec.
Art. IV., Chap. V., Rules and Regulations;
and Divisions delinquent in these reports would be deprived of representation
in this meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief. Division officials are too lax in
these departments.
Statisties of vital importance to the Order can *>nly be
gathered through these officials' reports to the Commandery, and
ask your
emphatic approval of my ruling on this topic, that my successor may be en
abled to enforce this reasonable rule, and the reports of these officials be thus
made an accurate transcript of conditions existing in every Division in the
le

I

I

1, (>,
t

is

1893,

Order."

is

it

is

The Commander-in-Chief: That ruling
because of the ambiguity
of the ConEtituticn. Is there objection to concurrence in the report of the
committee.
If not the report of the committee will be concurred in. The
Chair hears none and
so ordered.
Chairman Abbott continued the reading of the report as follows:
PUBLICATION AND INDEXING OF COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF PROCEEDINGS.
Recommendation No.

0.

•'!

therefore

recommend

that 3000 copies of the
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proceedings of this meeting be published, under the direction of the retiring
administration, and that they be distributed to all members of the Commandery-in-Chief and through the regular channels to Camps."
Approved, and further recommended that the same be indexed."
The latter recommendation is in compliance with a request from the Di
vision of Rhode Island which will come up later.
Quartermaster General Lobenstien: Commander, I believe I shall
have to object to that on the score of expense. It is going to increase the
expense of publishing the proceedings much more than, in all probability, is
anticipated by this committee, and rather than discuss the matter, and in or
der to bring it properly before this Encampment I move that such portion of
the recommendation of the committee as refers to indexing the proceedings
be stricken out; and that the remainder of the recommendation be concurred in.
J. B. Lyon, of Iowa: Commander, I second the motion.

The Commander-in-Chief:

It

is moved

and seconded that the recom

of the committee on the sixth recommendation in the report of the
Commander-in-Chief be concurred in, except in so far as the committee rec
ommend the indexing of the proceedings: which recommendation. in regard
to indexing it is moved be stricken out. Are there any remarks.
mendation

W. M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island: Commander, I desire to say that the
resolution was presented after long experience with the difficulty of finding
anything in our proceedings.
It is like hunting for a needle in a haystack.
An ordinary index is not so expensive, and certainly there is no book published
at the present t ime, of any size that does not have an index.
What would we
think of our Constitution Rules and Regulations, for example, if there was no
index ? It is true that index is not perfect, but it is a great advantage.
It
would only take a few pages of printed matter and cost very little to make suf
ficient index to our proceedings, and it would certainly be worth all it would
cost. To And anything in the printed report now a brother has to read
through the whole book.

J.

B. Lyon, of Iowa: Commander, I second the motion of the Quarter
master General.
If for no other reason than for the one that the brother re
fers to, that the absence of an index requires a brother wishing to tind anything
I
to read through the report of the proceedings of the Commandery-in-Chief.
think it is a good thing for the brothers to look through the whole outfit. I
think for that reason alone it is a very good thing to discard the index. Fourtifths of the members of the Order do not know what goes on in this Com
mandery-in-Chief. The book of proceedings is received from national head
quarters and is shelved after it is received by the Camps, and at the expiration
of six months you can pick it up and write your name on the dust on the cover.
Anything that will make the members give it more attention is to be encouraged.

Quartermaster General Loebenstein: Commander, I desire to
make a few remarks -very brielly.
In the preparation of the recent reports
the various subjects before the Commmndery
have been so classified and subheaded by the official stenographer that any particular item can be readily
found. The reports of the committees and the action of the Commandery on
the reports of the committees, etc., is under a separate head, and it is a veryeasy matter, in the shape in which the proceedings are now prepared and sub
mitted, to tind anything you want.

The Commander-in-Chief: If there are no further remarks the question
is on the motion of the Quartermaster General to strike out the recommenda
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tion of the committee in regard to indexing the proceedings, and approve the
action of the committee in other respects. As many as are in favor of the
Those opposed
motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order.
the same sign. The motion is agreed to, and the report of the committee
adopted with the exception of the recommendation in regard to indexing.
Chairman Abbott continued the reading of the report as follows:
IN MEMORY

OF PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

LELAXI)

,J.

WEBB.

Tteconum ndation Xo. 7.
''I recommend that a page in the journal of pro
ceedings of this Encampment be set aside for the record of his services to the
Order, and that a committee of three be appointed to draft resolutions of con
dolence to the afflicted family and that during some portion of the session of
this Encampment, a memorial service in his honor be held."
This recommendation is approved.
It was expected that the committee on
Resolutions would present something on this subject.
The Commander-in-Chief: Unless there is objection the report of the
committee on this recommendation will be concurred in. The Chair hears none
and it is so ordered.
Chairman Abbott resumed the reading of the report as follows:
•'Of the forty-seven
decisions submitted by General Hall, all except Nos.
10. 23. 32 and 11 have met the approval of the committee."'

FROM ONE TOWN TO ANOTHER INSIDE THE
DIVISION.
In regard to No. 10 we find that the point involved had been passed upon
In his decision
by General Weeks and reported to the Helena Encampment.
General Weeks held that a Camp could remove from one town to another
within the same Division provided a majority of its members voted so to do,
and it should procure a new charter with the change of location indicated.
We believe the decision of General Weeks should stand.

RIGHT OF A CAMP TO REMOVE

This was the decision of General Hall.
He stated that he made the
decision under the belief that there had been no previous decision made.

The Commander-in-Chief: The committee has stated my opinion. The
Ulue Book prepared by my worthy predecessor of the decisions is absolutely a
useless arrangement because we cannot find any subject therein.
It is almost
impossible, as I said in my report, for the Commander-in-Chief, out of the
hundreds of decisions that have been made, to find any particular case, or
every decision that has been made, and for that reason I shall not take it hard
if you overrule any decision I have made. So please consider it in the light of
business, and not in any personal way. What is your pleasure in reference to
this decision? Shall the report of this committee stand as the decision of this
Encampment V (Cries of "consent," "consent." i
The Chair hears no objection and it is so ordered.
Proceed with the
report.

RANK

OF ASSISTANT

Q. M.

GENERAL AND ASS'T ADJUTANT GENERAL.

Chairman Abbott: In decision Xo. 23 we do not concur. And in that
connection I will read decision No. 23 addressed to Geo. A. McMurtry, Ass"t
Q. M. General, Chicago. Ills., which is as follows:
Hillsdale, Mich., Dec. 28, 1893.
Geo. A. McMurtry, Assistant Quartermaster 6eneral,Chicago, III.
Dear Sir and Brother— Reply to your inquiry of the 14th inst. has
been delayed owing to my desire to make careful search upon the subject of
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rank for your office. No ruling on this subject has ever been made, or at least
is ot record in the headquarters of the Commandery-in-Chief, but taking
the rules governing the U. S. Army as precedent, I will rule that your rank
would be Colonel.
No cap ornament has been devised, especially for Assist
ant Adjutant General or Assistant Quartermaster General.
Sincerely yours in F. C. and L.,
Marvin E. Hall, Cammundcr-in-Chi'f.
The committee report as follows:
'■We do not concur in the decision of General
Hall in No 23, as we can
rind no authority for such appointment.
Hut recognizing the necessity for
such an orlice, we recommend the creation of the same and the following
amendments to the Constitution:
Amend subdivision first, Section 1, Article 2, Chapter 4, page 35, so that
the same shall read as follows:
First, its own elective, etc., and Aides de Camp, Assistant Q. M. General.
Assistant Inspector General, etc.
The only words inserted are "Assistant
"
Also:
Quarter Master General.
Amend Section 5, Article 4, Chapter 4, page 39, to read as follows:
"The Commander-in-Chief shall on his accession to the office, appoint an
Adjutant General, an Inspector General, a Judge Advocate General, a Sur
General,
geon General, a Chaplain-in-Chief and an Assistant Quartermaster
the last named with the rank of Colonel.
The Commander-in-Chief, etc."
I will state that the Quartermaster General appeared before the Commit
tee and stated the services that have been rendered and were liable to be
required of the assistant in his orlice; and the assistant working without pay
during the sickness of General Loebenstien for two or three weeks he ren
dered eminent service to the Order, no requisition laying in his orlice over four
hours: and as the brother received no other pay it was thought that the Com
mandery-in-Chief ought to pay him at least with a little honor. (Laughter.)
It is an economical thing to do anyway.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, you will notice that this report of
the committee is exactly in conformity with the decision of the Chair, they
making the point only that the Commander-in-Chief had no authority to create
this office. That is true, lint I had at that time to take authority in my hands,
as I did in several cases, as in the case of the failure to amend our Constitution
relative to the separation of these two offices, and this was one of the points.
Of course this decision ran in that direction.
What will you do with the re
port of the committee V
Tin: Adjutant General: I would like to ask if you will insert there,
"Assistant Adjutant General," as well as Assistant Quartermaster General, as
that ollice is fully as important at times.

Charles Kinney, of New York; Commander, I move that the report of
the committee be concurred in, and the Constitution be amended in concur
rence with the recommendation of the committee.
The Commander-in-Chief: And with the provision for the Assistant
Adjutant General as well V I suggest that that be inserted. It is quite an im
portant ollice.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, the committee is in favor of that.
The Commander-in-Chief:

Then may that

recommendation of the committee V
G. 15. Abbott, of Illinois:
The committee

be considered

a part of the

so agree. Commander.
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J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, it ought to be under
stood whether or not these new officers, the Assistant Quartermaster General
and the Assistant Adjutant General, are to have a voice and vote in the Commandery-in-Chief, or not.
Thf Commander-in-Chief:

They are not.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: The Commander-in-Chief is correct.
It was
not the intention to create any votes in the Encampment by the creation of
these oflicers.
J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Commander, I would like to ask
whether the Constitution does not give the Commander-in-Chief the right to
appoint, or detail anybody for any office.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Commander-in-Chief has the right to
detail any brother for any service, but not to create and till offices.
B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts:
Would not appointment to the posi
tion of Assistant Quartermaster General be detailing that brother for that
service.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, it might be detailing him for that
service, but it would give him no office, no rank.
Commander, do I understand
.T. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts:
that in
order to make a man help out the Order it is necessary to give him a title V
Let me say that was perfectly willing to serve as picket guard, or in any ca
pacity, and I have yet to realize or learn that a man will render better service,
if his heart throbs in unison with the Order, if he has a high sounding title, or
wears shoulder straps.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brother Maccabe, will you allow the Com
mander-in-Chief to be heard?
J. B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts: Most assuredly. Commander; am
not a Czar.
(Laughter).
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair is very grateful for this informa
tion. My Brother Maccabe, for your information let me state that this ap
pointment was made so that it really might be the official act of the Commandery, and this recommendation follows in that line. My decision was in order
to make all the actions of that officer absolutely official, so that there could be
no break anywhere in the action of Commandery-in-Chief officers.
It was
not made as a matter of honor or titles, only incidentally.
Chaisi.es Kinney, of New York: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Brother will state his point of order.
Ciias. Kinney, of New York: Commander, my point of order is that
there is a motion before the house.
The Commander-in-Chief: The question before the house is, shall the
report of this committee stand adopted.
E. II. Archer, of Ohio: Commander, 1 rise to a question of information.
Will it not require a two-thirds vote to adopt this recommendation of the com
mittee V
The Commander-in-Chief: It will. The Chair has so ruled.

J.

I

I

Clarence E. Holmes, of New York: Commander, I would like to en
quire whether this will not be the only Colonel in the Order.

I

The Commander-in-Chief:
think not. We have Colonels
of Veterans" Guards, as far as that is concerned.
E.

II. Archer,

those present

V

of Ohio:

Commander,

will it require

a

in the Sons

two-thirds vote of
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The Commander-in-Chief:
It will require two-thirds of those pres
ent in the Commandery,
not only of those who are here, but two-thirds of
those who belong to this Commandery, who have been reported.
This is abso
lutely an amendment to the Constitution.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, in explanation, as a courtesy
to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, this committee
wishes to state that it would have referred this matter to that committee if
that committee had not already been discharged when the matter came up be
fore the Committee on Officers' Reports.
The Commander-in-Chief: All those in favor of the adoption of this
amendment to the Constitution will signify the same by rising and standing
until they are counted. The Adjutant General will count. As many as are
opposed to this amendment will rise and stand until they are counted.
The Adjutant General will report the vote.
The Adjutant General: Commander, the vote stood 47 in favor of
the proposition and 18 against it. There are 121 votes duly accredited to this
Encampment.

The Commander-in-Chief: The recommendation is not adopted, not
having received a two-thirds vote of all the members present and entitled to
vote in this Encampment. Proceed with the reading of the report.
Chairman Abbott: Commander, the next section of the committee's
report is in regard to decision Xo. 32 which is as follows:

rights of pro tem staff officers.

Hillsdale. Mich..
Captain Jt.hn Btdmoiid.

March

1, 1893.

Jiurli nylon.

Kantw?:
Questions you may be unable to decide should be re
If you desire to appeal from any decis
ferred to your Division Commander.
ion he makes you may do so through your Division Commander to the Com

My Dear Captain—

mander-in-Chief.
In this instance, however. I will answer your question. When one of the
Division Commander's
staff is absent and a brother
who
is not a
delegate, alternate or past Captain, is appointed to All vacancy during the
Encampment, has such acting staff officer a vote in the Encampment? I
answer:
A brother not an elector of the Division Encampment, cannot properly be
If a vacancy had been officially
appointed to a staff position pro ton.
announced such brother might be regularly appointed and installed, and
would then be clothed with an elector's powers and privileges, but a pro tem
appointment would not carry with it any rights of an elector, hence he
would have no right to participate actively by vote in any of the deliberations
of the Encampment.
Sincerely yours in F. C. and L.
Marvin E.
Command* r-in-Chief.

Hall,

In regard to this decision the committee report :
'•There would seem to be some ambiguity from the use of the word
'vacancy.' and we therefore recommend that the decision as it now stands be
not approved, but that the construction of the law be declared to be that in
the event of a vacancy in the staff of a Division Commander, caused by the
death, resignation, or removal of an officer, a successor may be appointed and
installed, and would therefore have all the privileges pertaining to such office.
But that in case of the absence from a Division Encampment of a staff officer
without action whereby he became deprived of his office -there being no va
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cancy -no appointment could be made except the appointment of a brother to
serve in a temporary capacity, and such appointee would have no vote or priv
ileges by virtue of such appointment.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers. I am very grateful to the commit
tee for this report.
It was a very technical question for me to decide, one which
the Constitution did not cover at all.
think the committee is right myself,
Is there objection to
and trust you will approve their report in this matter.
stands approved.
the report of the committee on this subject?
not
The Chair hears no objection and
so ordered.
Chairman Abbott: The committee do not concur in decision No. 41 of
the Commander-in-Chief which
as follows:

I

it"

is

is

it

If

RIGHTS OF PAST OFFICERS OF SUSPENDED CAMPS.

is

t

5,

Hillsdale. Mich., June 18!»3.
ir. Wilton, Commanding Division of Maryland, Baltimore, Md.
My Dear Commander— In reply to yours of the 3rd. membership in the
Order
based upon Art. V., Chap. I.. Constitution. Any member who cannot,
or will not, prove eligibility must be dropped from the roll. He should never
Robo

is

have been mustered.
Second -An honorable discharge granted an ineligible person who by any
means obtained membership in our Order must be void and so declared by the
Division Commander.
Third—A Camp suspended has no voice in any Division Encampment
while so suspended, and this rule applies to every member on its rolls, wheth
er Captain, Vast Captain or delegate.
A brother
Fourth— The law presumes innocence until guilt
established.
resting under charges of court-martial retains all the rights and privileges he
has ever enjoyed until convicted and sentenced.
Sincerely, in F. C. and L..

Marvin E. Hall,

Commander-in-Chief.

15—

is

a

is

I

I

,

I

I

a

I

a

a

is

is

a

a

a

it

On that the committee report as follows:
We do not concur in the third clause of this Decision Xo. 41 in so far as
We do not believe that
brother should be de
pertains to Fast Captains.
third
prived of any rights the Order confers upon him through the fault of
brother
We are of the opinion that
person, and where he has no relief.
who presents evidence of good standing in his Camp, or who may hold an un
entitled t.o all the privileges conferred upon him by
expired transfer card,
virtue of any past services he may have rendered the Order notwithstanding
his Camp or Division may not be in good standing.
The reason for this ruling
evident. A Fast officer can in no way compel
his Captain to pay his per capata tax, although he himself may have paid his
dues away in advance of the present time. A past Captain does not represent
Division, but simply represents himself by virtue
his Camp as
Camp in
of past service rendered the Order.
ask, if, according to the
R. M. J. Reed, of Pennsylvania: Commander,
resolution as reported by the committee, my Camp was suspended by the Com
mander-in-Chief, would still have right to vote?
The Commander-in-Chief: You would, under the ruling of the com
mittee.
right.
R. M. J. Reed, of Pennsylvania: Commander
do not think that
If my Camp was suspended do not think wrould have any rights here at all.
The Commander-in-Chief: My decision
suspended Camp
that
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waives all the rights of the Order and all the privileges belonging to it. It is
a broad decision.
The committee would reverse that decision, particularly on
the question of the rights of Past Captains, alleging that the suspension of a
Camp does not carry with it the suspension of a Fast Captain.
Keed, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move that the recom
II. M.
mendation of the committee on this decision be not concurred in.
William I. Carnes, of Pennsylvania: Commander. second the motion.

J.

The Commamder-in-Chief:

It

I

is moved by Brother Reed, of Pennsyl
vania, and seconded by Brother Carnes, that this section of the report of the
committee be not concurred in. Are there any remarks.

Ciiari.es Kinney, of New York: Commander. I do not think we should
concur in the report.
A Past Captain only has a right on this floor by reason
of his relationship to his Camj). If his Camp is suspended though perhaps it
is not his fault that the Captain did not forward the per capata tax that does
not help him. Suppose
am elected as a delegate to this Encampment.
If for some reason or other my Camp is suspended T have just as good right
to insist upon representing
a
my Cam]) notwithstanding, and becoming
delegate in this convention,
as the Past Captain of my Camp
has.
I
stand in the same position
he does toward this Encampment
To give
the Past Captain a vote here and debar me would not be fair.
If my
Camp doss not go on and pay its tax and do everything that it should do
to avoid suspension then
believe we should have no votes in the National
Encampment. It is a dangerous precedent to establish to give us votes in
such a case.
I believe we ought not to sustain the committee in its action on
this decision.

I

I

Commander, on behalf of the committee
(}. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
I
want to ask how in God's world a past officer has any recourse.
Take the case
of myself for instance.
1 reside in a foreign country.
My home is not in the
United States and I come maybe 5,000 miles to attend the Encampment of the
Commandery-in-Chief. As a matter of fact my dues are paid for five years in
advance,
I have
suppose my Camp is suspended through no fault of mine.
paid my dues; I have discharged every obligation to the Order that the Consti
tution requires of me. and yet from the fact that my Camp, or some petty
officer of that Camp, has run away with the funds or neglected to attend to
his duty. I am deprived of the honors conferred upon me by the Order for
1 say that is not right.
years of .service; and I have no relief.

E. II. Archer, of Ohio: Commander, in answer to Brother Abbott I will
say that I think it is a well settled principle that a creature can never become
greater than the creator, and on that line 1 do not believe that any brother who
is a Past Captain or past anything else ought to have any rights in this body
greater than the right of the body that created him, nor any rights at all un
less the body which created him exists.
No matter whether it is his duty or
whose duty it is to keep the Camp in existence, I do not believe that we ought
to establish the precedent that a brother can become a Past Captain and then
become a foreigner, like our good brother from Honduras, and then if his
Camp goes down come back to America and have the same rights and privi
leges that he would have if his Camp was in existence, when in fact it is not
in existence. It is saying a thing that is not true, and for that reason I am
opposed to the adoption of this recommendation of the committee.

The Commander-in-Chief:
please assum? the Chair.

I

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, will
promised the Ladies' Aid Society that I would vis
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it their

body sometime this morning on quite an important question that has
been referred to me, and if the Commandery will excuse me 1 will be obliged.
The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief assumed command.
Frank McCkillis, of Illinois: Commander, before General Hall leaves
the room
would like to ask him a question.
I would like to ask the Com
mander-in-Chief if, when
asked him the question last night if I would be
entitled to a vote in this Encampment if my Division was suspended, being
in good standing, he did not reply: "Yes, so long as you are in good standing
in your Camp?" I would like to ask him, before he retires, if he did not state
that to me?
The Commander-in-Chief:
think I did. I think 1 recollect that I
made that statement.
Fbank McCkillis, of Illinois: That is your ruling?
The Commander-in-Chief:
do not make rulings until a case conies
before me. If a brother asks me a question, as Brother McCrillis did,
an
swer it according to my judgment.
Quartermaster General Loehenstein: Commander, that is just
what I was going to ask — if this ruling in regard to Past Captains being en
titled to votes in Division Encampment is to stand we must have the same rule
in regard to Past Colonels of Divisions in this Encampment.
I do not believe
that it is just and right that Past Officers of Divisions which have been sus
pended, which have failed to make reports, which have failed to meet their
obligations to the Commandery-in-Chief, should be entitled to a vote and voice
I do not think it is just and right to those Divisions who
in this Encampment.
do meet all their obligations and I earnestly hope that this recommendation of
the committee will not be concurred in. It will be a precedent that Past Di
vision Commanders shall be entitled to a voice and seat in this Encampment,
oven if their Divisions have been suspended: and I should strenuously oppose
the seating of such Division Commanders.

I

I

I

I

I

McCrillis,

I

Commander. I would like to continue
thought I brought out a minute ago. The Com
mander-in-Chief stated to me last night as he has stated here, and the Con
stitution bears him out. that as a Past Colonel of my Division, so long as I re
main in good standing in my Camp. 1 am entitled to a seat and vote in this
body. I wish to call your attention to Division Constitution, Chapter 3, Arti
in Division En
cle 2, at the top of page 23. providing for the representation

FRANK W.

of Illinois:

just a few minutes upon the

campments.
Third — "All Past Camp Captains and all Past Camp Commanders who have
served for a full term, or having been elected to fill a vacancy, shall have
served to the end of the term, so long as they remain in good standing in their
respective Camps."
Brothers, the standing of the Camp is not in question. If the Past Captain
is in good standing in that Camp, no matter what the status of that Camp may
be, as respects the Order, that brother is protected by the Constitution itself.
I can see no other construction to put upon it

Quartermaster General Loehenstein: Commander, if his Camp is
How is his standing as a Past Captain
suspended he is not in good standing.
What right have you to recognize credentials issued by the
to be determined?
officers of a suspended Camp?
Frank McCrillis. of Illinois: Commander, I would reply that I have no
All the credentials that I have are the re
credentials to this Encampment.
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cords of the Commandery-in-Chief which declare that I am a Past Colonel of
ray Division. The records of the State would 'so declare in regard to Past
Captains, and if he has a receipt for his dues to date from that Camp then it is
proved beyond question that he is in good standing in the Order.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN : One more question. Is it not
a fact that a certificate showing that Colonel McCrillis is Past Commander of
the Illinois Division, and was in good standing at the date of the certification
by the installing officer, is on file with the Adjutant General?
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander. I do not knew.
Quartermaster General Loebenstein: Will Brother McCrillis al
low me to ask General Abbott a Question:1

Frank McCrillis.

of Illinois:
Commander. I would prefer to continue
desire to say before continuing that I have no objection to
answering that matter. It is a matter of record in the Commandery-in-Chief
that I am a Past Colonel, and I have perhaps a receipt for my dues in my
That is all that is necessary. I am not arguing the right or wrong in
pocket.
this case, but that the only way whereby you can debar a Past Captain in the
Order from his privilege as a Past Captain is to correct the Constitution. It
must come as an amendment to ihe Constitution which gives him an undeniable
right to a seat in the State Encampment so long as he remains in good stand
ing. The only way to prevent him from that is to move and adopt an amend
ment to this Constitution. That is the point.
This comes up as a ruling of
the Commander-in-Chief, and the ruling in my judgment was wrong because
it was in conflict with the Constitution.
Therefore. I am in favor of the
recommendation of the committee because it proposes to right a wrong ruling
made by the Commander-in-Chief.
my remarks.

I

Commander, 1 want to say in answer to
R. M. J. Reed, of Pennsylvania:
Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott that if he is in South America and his Camp
is disbanded that is one of the penalties he must endure in common with the
rest of us if our Camps are disbanded.
Replying to Past Commander McCril
lis relative to the Constitutional provision that he is in good standing so long
as he remains in good standing in his Camp I desire to suggest to him that
when his Camp is suspended he is not in good standing in his Camp, because
the Camp is not in official existence at that time, and consequently he belongs
to no Camp.

Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander, I want to ask is it not a
fact that a Camp is in existence just as long as its charter is not revoked'?

J.

Reed, of Pennsylvania: Commander,
R. M.
I would say "no," not in
want to say, if this ruling should be ap
my opinion — it is not recognized.
proved, that in a Division composed say of twenty Camps, eleven of which
had been suspended, the Past Captains of those eleven Camps might attend
the Division Encampment and defeat the entire legislation of that body. Com
ing there with the authority of Camps that had failed to pay their dues and
had been suspended, they could defeat the desires and wishes of the represent
atives and Past Captains of the remaining nine Camps that had paid their
I claim that a camp that has been
dues and kept themselves in good standing.
suspended is not in the organizat ion at all.

The Presiding Officer:

I

The question is on the motion to not concur
All in favor of the
in the report of the committee on this particular question.
question will give the usual show of the order— that is, to sustain the decision
of the Commander-in-Chief.
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Quartermaster General Loebenstein: Commander, if the report of
the committee is not concurred in it unseats Past Captains of suspended
Camps, and deprives them of voices and votes in the Division Encampments.
Frank P.
of Maine: Commander, does it not also unseat
Past Colonels of suspended Divisions and Past Commanders-in-Chief and de
my Camp is not in ex
prive them of votes in the Commandery-in-Chief ?

Merrill,

If

I

get my authority to be a member of this Encampment?
would say that we obtain
Commander,
W. R. CoorER, of Tennessee:
membership in this Encampment through our membership in the Camp.
The Presiding Officer: Brothers, you understand the effect of the
motion that has been made. All those in favor of the motion to not concur
in the action of the committee will give their assent by the usual show of the
Those opposed the same sign. The Chair is unable to decide. All
Order.
those in favor of the motion will please rise to their feet and stand until they
are counted.
The Adjutant General will count. Those opposed will please
rise. The Adjutant General will announce the vote.
The Adjutant General: Commander, the vote stands 59 in favor of

istence where do

I

the motion;

37 against it.
The Presiding Officer:

The motion is agreed to, and the report of the
is not concurred in.
The Chair wishes to state that in future he shall hold members strictly to
the five minute rule. Brothers will refrain from asking questions unless the
You are taking up too much time, brothers, without
knowledge is essential.
doing any good.
wish to state that the committee is unanimous in
Chairmam Abbott:
its report concerning the action to be taken by the Encampment upon the
Sons of Veterans' Guards and the Military Rank. Your committee recom
mend the following:

committee

I

SONS OF

VETERANS' GUARDS.

"Concerning the action to be taken by this Encampment upon the Sons of
Veterans' Guards (the Military Rank) your committee recommends the follow
ing:

That the Commandery-in-Chief sever all official supervision of, and finan
cial support to said organization, at the same time recommending its inde
pendent existence as the military feature of our Order so long as it shall re
quire in its fundamental law that none shall ever become members, or remain
within it ranks, unless in good standing in the Order of Sons of Veterans, U.
S. A. And we recommend that members of Camps desiring to engage in
strictly military work encourage this organization by enlisting in its ranks."
On the adoption of this section of the report of the committee I move the
previous question.
H. V. Speelman, of Ohio: Commander, I second the previous question.
Commander, I rise to a point of
VV. M. P. Bowes, of Rhode Island:
order.

The Presiding

Officer: The brother will state his point of order.
W. M. P. Bow:en, of Rhode Island: Commander, my point of order is
that there has been no motion to adopt this section of the report of the com
mittee, and the Chair had not put the question to the Encampment as to
whether or not the report of the committee would be concurred in by consent.
The Presiding Ofeicek: The point of order is well taken.
Quartermaster General Loebenstein:

Commander,

I

earnestly
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trust that this committee will not in this case apply the gag law. It has been
This
applied in this Encampment once before on a very important question.
is a matter of vital importance to the Order, regardless of my opinion, and
why brothers should desire to apply the gag law in this instance is more than

I

can comprehend.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
Commander, I move the adoption of this sec
tion of the report of the committee, and on this motion T move the previous
question.
II. V. Sr£ELMAN, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
Quartermaster General Loebenstein : Commander, as I understand

it a motion for the adoption of the recommendation of the committee has been
made. I do not desire to discuss the question if the committee will leave it
open for discussion by others.
There are brothers who are honestly and earn
estly opposed to the Sons of Veterans" Guards, who do not feel like concurring
in the recommendation of the committee.
It is true that the report says that
the Commandery-in-Chief shall sever all supervision of and financial support
to said organization, but that don't do away with the conflict which has risen
and exists between Camp Officers and officers of the Sone of Veterans' Guards.
Xow if this committee desires that this same conflict shall exist, and that
it shall be as it has been, and that the Guards shall co-operate with the
am opposed to it. If they desire to make them an independent
Camps,
organization, which will do away with that conflict. 1 have no objection
to their continuance.
I am not insisting that this Commandery-in-Chief
shall say that they cannot go into a military rank of their own. but if this
same conflict is to arise and be kept up.
am opposed to the recommendation
of the committee.

I

I

G. 13. Abbott, of 111.: Commander, if the brother had paid attention to
the reading of the report he would have heard it distinctly stated that they
were to exist independently.
The committee realized that it could frame no
law that would prevent any member from entering into a separate and inde
pendent organization. We might as well legislate that the moan shall rise
only once in every three months; but we do state that as an independent
organization only shall it exist. The Commandery-in-Chief throws off all re
sponsibility for it. Now
will give my reasons for moving the previous
It is very near the time tor the noon adjournment. We have the
question.
parade before us, and a great many brothers feel that it is imperative upon
them to return to their homes. We have much business before us, including
the election and installation of officers, and it was simply for that reason that
I moved the previous question.
It is not unfair because we who are interested
in the Sons of Veterans' Guards have conceded everything. We are the fellows
that are hurt by the report of the committee, we are the fellows that are
knocked out on this thing; if we are content to allow it to come to a vote
without entsring our protest, if we are willing to surrender our right to be
heard before this report is adopted, 1 cannot see why those on the other side
of the question, with whose views the report of the committee is in harmony,
cannot allow us to act at once without delay.
therefore renew my motion
for trie previous question.

I

I

Emile Poerstel, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the motion.
C. D. Rooney, of Massachusetts:
Commander, I second the motion.
Isaac Cutter, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion for the pre
vious question.

office us' re pour a.
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Charles P. Griffin, of Indiana: Commander, I rise to a point of infor
mation.
understand by the report of the committee that the Sons of Vet
erans' Guards are to be recognized simply, and that is the only relation that
they are to hold to the Commandery-in-Chief or to the Order at large, except
the fact that members of the Sons of Veterans' Guards shall be members of
the Order.
Chairman Abbott: That is correct. That is the only relation whatever.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: And that our recognition of the Sons
of Veterans' Guards is to last only so long as that rule is enforced.
Chairman Abbott: Yes, sir.
The Presiding Officer: The previous question has been moved and
seconded by brothers from two Divisions. The question is shall the main
question be now put. All those in favor of the motion will so signify by the
usual show of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign. The motion is car
ried. The question now is upon the motion to concur in the report of the
All those in favor of adopting the report of the committee on
committee.
the subject of the Sons of Veterans' Guards will give the usual show of the
Those opposed the same sign.
The motion is agreed to and the
Order.
report of the committee is adopted.
Chairman Abbott: I come now to the report of the Quartermaster
General.
Quartermaster General Loebenstein: Commander, before the
Chairman of the committee goes to that, 1 would like to inquire in regard to
the decision made by General Hall in regard to Past Captains removing to an
other Division.
What has become of that?
Chairman Abbott: There is no report on that because the committee
could not find any such decision.

I

THE REPORT OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL.
cannot compliment the report of the Quartermaster Gen
eral too highly. The attention to detail and exactness has never been equalled
before in the report of any one of his predecassors.
The studied economy and
business-like manner in which he has handled his department, and the success
of the establishment of permanent headquarters fully justified the wisdom
exercised by the Helena Encampment in providing so well for this most im
portant of the departments of our Order. It is only necessary to formally add
that all of the recommendations of Brother Loebenstein were approved with
the exception of recommendation
No. 8, which was referred to the Committee
on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
The recommendations of the Quartermaster General which are approved
are as follows:
Recommendation No. 1. ''That the charges of $12.00 and 818.13 against the
Divisions of Florida and Oklahoma, respectively, be cancelled."
ON

Your

committee

"That the Division of Oregon
claimed."

Recommendation No. 2.
$11.01, as per agreement

be credited

with

Recommendation No. J. "That all electros of Coat of Arms now in stock
in the Quartermaster General's Dspartment be destroyed; that new engrav
ings, three sizes, be obtained, and that a new supply of electros be made there

from."
Recommendation No.
"That suitable forma for Credentials for Past Di
Delegates and Alternates, to Commandery-in-Chief En
campments be issued, and that they be furnished Divisions free of charge."

vision Commanders,
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Recommendation No. 5. ''That an order for the Pass Word and Counter
sign be printed on the back of each receipt for dues: that such order, to be
valid, must bear an impression of the Seal of the Camp issuing it, and the sig
natures of the Captain and First Sergeant, and shall be good for such period
only, as receipt shows dues to have been paid; and that upon the presentation
of such an order to the Commanding Officer of any Camp, he shall communi
cate the Pass Word and Countersign to the Brother presenting it. providing
he be properly identified."
Recommendation No. G. '-That books of duplicate forms 27 and 28 be pre
pared:
That they be furnished to Divisions at cost and that Divisions provide
Camps with them free of charge."
Recommendation No. 7. "That where the express charges upon supplies
ordered in any one requisition exceed 5 per cent, of the value thereof, they
shall not be prepaid: except, that where supplies are ordered by the Divisions
of California, Colorado, Montana. Oregon and Washington, express charges
shall be prepaid providing they do not exceed 10 per cent, of the value of the
supplies sent."
Recommendation No. 8, which was referred to the committee on Consti
tution Rules and liegulations, is as follows:
Recommendation No. 8. "Should a vacancy occur in the office of Quarter
master General, the Commander-in-Chief shall appoint an Acting Quarter
master Ceneral, to till the position until the first succeeding regular meeting
of the Commandery-in-Chief; and at such meeting of the Commandery-inChief, a Quartermaster General shall be elected to serve the unexpired term."

Bartow

Weeks, of New York:

I

move that the report
Commander,
in, and that the recommendations therein rec
ommended to be approved be so approved.
H. M. Lowby, of Pennsylvania: Commander. I second the motion.
S.

of the committee

be concurred

The Presiding Officer:
It is moved by Past Commander-in-Chief
Weeks and seconded by Commander Lowry, of Pennsylvania, that the report
be adopted and the recommendations
therein recommended to be approved l>e
so approved.
Are you ready for the question ? All those in favor of the mo
tion will give the usual show of the Order. Down. Those opposed the same
sign. The motion is agreed to and it is so ordered.
Chairman Abbott continued the reading of the report as follows:
GENERAL.
The modest and scholarly report submitted by our Adjutant General be
speaks the true character of the work which he performed as the right hand of
our Commander.
He brought to the position those peculiar gifts and a natural
courtesy that must necessarily endear him to all with whom he came in con
ON

THE REPORT

OF THE ADJUTANT

tact.

After careful consideration the committee has approved of all the recom
mendations which he has made.
The recommendations of the Adjutant General which are approved, are hs
follows:

"I recommend that th? use of th? Record of
Recommendation No. 1.
decisions be discontinued."
Recommendation No. J. "I recommend that a new blank be provided, on
which Division Commanders shall report to the Adjutant G?neral all appoint
ments to and changes in their staffs."
R'comm«nd'ition No. 3.
'T recommend that the incoming admistration be
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instructed to devise a new commission record, in which these documents
may be more compactly recorded and alphabetically indexed."
Recommendation No. 4. "I recommend that the obsolete books and records,
as per following schedule, be properly boxed, marked and delivered to the Quar
termaster General for safe keeping:
13 Division rosters; 1 record of revoked
charters; 1 record of Division By-laws; All letter books prior to September.
1892; All letters printed September,
1892; Grand Division Rosters; Grand
Division cash books; old records of charter applications, 'with names and
records of applicants kept by General Payne.
Recommendation No. 5. '"I recommend that form :'2 be condensed and
improved, and that the instructions on same be so changed that no copy shall
be sent to the Adjutant General."
Recommendation No. 6. "I recommend that the following books and papers
All installing officers reports in the filing case; old express
destroyed:
receipt books, and old mailing lists."
Chairman Abbott:
move the adoption of the report of the committee
on the report of the Adjutant General.
M. D. Friedman, of Alabama: Commander, I second the motion.

be

I

The Presiding Officer: It is moved by General Abbott, seconded by
brother Friedman that the report of the Committee on Officers' Reports on the
All those in favor of the motion
report of the Adjutant General be adopted.
Down. Those opposed the same sign.
will give the usual show of the order.
The motion is agreed to and the report is adopted.
Chairman Abbott resumed the reading of the report as follows:
ON

THE REPORT

OF

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL.

The carefully prepared report of General Frazee is full of deep interest
is a practical mirror which strikingly presents to our view our exact condi
tion; defects and points for congratulation alike are carefully spread before
It should be carefully studied by all commanding officers.
us.
Brother Frazee makes no recommendations.
Chairman Abbott: I move the adoption of this section of the report.
Emile Poerstel, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the motion.

It

The Presiding Officer:

It is moved and seconded that the report of
the Committee on Officers' Reports in relation to the report of the Inspector
All those in favor of the motion will give the usual show
General be adopted.
of the Order. Those opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed to, and
the report is adopted.
Chairman Abbott resumed the reading of the report as follows:
ON THE REPORT OF THE SURGEON GENERAL.
"Not since the birth of our Order has the office of Surgeon General
brought forth such a delightful result as we have been treated to in the ex
A practical result
haustive and magnificent report of our Surgeon General.
has been obtained and the Order is deeply benefited by the result of this com
bination of opportunity and ability. In addition to the many desirable points
it demonstrates, it also shows that with a more determined co-operation, of
Camp and Division Officers, Dr. Wilcox could- have accomplished much more.
The recommendations of the Surgeon General have been referred to the Com
mittee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations and Ritual."

E.

II. Archer, of Ohio:

Commander,

Edwin H. Swett, of New Hampshire:

I

move tha adoption of the report.
Commander, I second the motion.

r I VEL FT II
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The Presiding Officer: It is moved and seconded that the report of
the Committee on Officers' Reports op the report of the Surgeon General be
adopted.
Those in favor of the motion will give the usual show of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed to and the report
adopted.
Chairman Abbo:t continued the reading the report as follows:
ON THE REPOJiT OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL.
The committee compliments Brother Beebe on the clearness of his report.
It approves of all of his decisions, but does not concur in his recommenda
tion to have all the opinions and decisions to date, compiled in separate vol
umes, as it would cause confusion and inconvenience."
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, I move that the report
of the committee be concurred in.
Emile Poerstel, of Pennsylvania: Commander. 1 second the motion.
The Presiding Officer: It is moved and seconded that the report of
the committee on the report of the Judge Advocate General will be concurred
in. All those in favor of the motion will give the usual show of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed to and the report of the
committee

is concurred

in.

Chairman Abbott continued the reading of the report
ON

as

follows:

the report of the chaplain-in-chief.

"Our Chaplain-in-Chief, in the care and devotion he has given his office, as
exhibited in his report, deserves your highest commendation."
He makes four recommendations, the first of which is as follows.

recommendations in chaplain-in-ciiiefs"

report.

Recommendations Xo. 1. That a (lag costing not over SoO. nor less than
by this Commandery and be presented to the Division mak
ing the largest gain per cent, over the previous year, the marking to be the
830 be purchased

following:
Number of * 'amps report ing
Niimtwr of brothers In Camp reporting
Number of brothers In line
Number of brothers In uniform
Number of Camps furnishing firing squads
Number of Camps addressed by S. of V's
Number of brothers at Sunday service
l amps observing l'nlon Defenders' Day
Total

'.

10 i>or cent.
5 ■'
S '•
10 •
30 ••
20 •■
10 ■*
3D

"

"
101)

•■

In this recommendation, for economic reasons, we do not concur; the
Commandery-in-Chief is not in a financial condition to offer prizes to induce
brothers to do what they should gladly do of their own volition."
G. II. Hurlbvt, of Illinois: Commander. I move the report of the Com
mittee on Officers' Reports on this recommendation
of the Chaplain-in-Chief
be concurred

in.

Inspector General Frazee:
The Presiding Officer: It

Commander, I second the motion.
is moved by Brother Ilurlbut. seconded by
Inspector General Frazee that the report of the committee on this recommen
dation of the Chaplain-in-Chief be concurred in. As many as are in favor of
the motion will give the usual voting sign of the Order.
Those opposed the
same sign. The motion is agreed to, and the report of the committee con
curred in.
Chairman Abbott continued the reading of the report as follows:
Ririiiaini ndntion Xo. s. "That the Chaplain-in-Chief prepare a programme
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for Memorial and Union Defender's Day, which shall be so prepared that it
can be modified to meet local conditions, same to be forwarded to headquar
ters and by them forwarded to the various Divisions.*'
"Concerning this recommendation the committee concurs in it so far as
the matter applies to Memorial Day, provided it is not made obligatory."
Chairman Abbott: Very often, in fact it is usually the case, that
Camps of Sons of Veterans take a second position to the Grand Army simplydevoting themselves to the carrying out of the Memorial Day programme
of the Grand Army, whatever that may be. In fact, the committee thinks
thing to do. Therefore, it would be necessary to
that is the commendable
have a programme that would not be obligatory, that could be deviated from.
In regard to Union Defender's Day the committee were of opinion that there
is such a difference of opinion as to what might be proper, and that Camps
might desire to change and have a different programme one year from another
and therefore that Union Defender's Day should not be provided for at all by
an absolute set programme.
Harry Fi
of Wisconsin: Commander,
move adoption and con
currence in the report.
Harlan Thomas, of Colorado: Commander, I second the motion.
The Presiding Officer: It is moved and seconded that the report be
adopted and the recommendation concurred in. All those in favor of the mo
tion will give the usual show of the Order. Those opposed the fame sign.

ller,

I

The motion is agreed to and it is so ordered.
Chairman Abbott resumed the reading of the report as follows:
Recommendation Ao. 3. "That Division Chaplains lose their rank by fail
ure to report in the prescribed time to the Chaplain-in-Chief."
'This recommendation is not concurred in for the reason that the Divis
ion Chaplain is a Staff Officer of the Division Commander, and should be sub
ject to discipline through him."
Chairman Abbott: This is simply a question of the proper method of
disciplining Division Chaplains who do not perform their duty. I move the
report of the committee on this recommendation be concurred in.
George II. Hurlbtjt, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.

The Presiding Officer: It is moved and seconded that the report of
of the Chaplain-in-Chief be concurred
the committee on this recommendation
not as many as are in favor of the motion
in. Are there any remarks?
will give the usual show of the Order. Those opposed the same sign.
The motion is agreed to and the report of the committee is concurred in.
Chairman Abbott resumed the reading of the report as follows:

If

"That form 43 be so revised that the consolidated
Recommendation Xo. 4.
report of the Division Chaplains shall appear on the outside of Hap when it is
folded; also that the question of the per cent, of Camps reporting be inserted.
This recommendation is approved by the committee.

Chairman Abbott:

1

move the adoption of the report on this recom

mendation.

II. M. Lowry, of Pennsylvania:
The Presiding Officer: It is

Commander,

I

second the motion.

moved and seconded that the report of
the committee on this recommendation of the Chaplain-in-Chief be adopted.
Are there any remarks?
not, as many as are in favor of the motion will
Those opposed the same sign. The motion
give the usual show of the Order.
is agreed to and the report of the committee adopted.

If

2*;
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Chairman Abbott resumed the reading of the report as follows:
ON THE REPORT OF COMMANDANT OF MILITARY RANK.

"Your committee endorses the interest in his work, and the energy dis
played by Commandant Hurlbut in his work for the Guards.
The discouraging surroundings which he has been compelled to meet
would have compelled others, less persevering, to have surrendered.
The Commandant makes but one recommendation which is as follows:
Becommendution No. 1. "I therefore recommend that the Twelfth Annual
Encampment take such action as will require all armed bodies of the Sons of
Veterans, U, S. A., to become a part of the military rank."
The committee does not concur in the one recommendation as the whole
subject matter of the Guards has been presented to this Encampment in con
nection with the recommendation
contained in the report of the Commanderin-Chief.
C. W. Raymond, of Illinois: Commander, I move the adoption of the
report on the report of the Commandant.
Newton J. Maguire, of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion.
The Presiding Officer: It is moved and seconded that the report of
the committee on Officers' Reports on the report of the Commandant
of the
Military Rank be adopted. Are there any remarks? If not, as many as are in
favor of the motion will give the usual voting show of the Order. Those op
posed the same sign. The motion is agreed to and the report of the commit
tee is adopted.

Chairman Abbott continued the reading of the report

as

follows:

FROM SENIOR AND JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.S.
"The committee is pained to note the absence of any report from either
the Senior or Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, and it hopes that the wisdom
of this Encampment will select brothers to fill these positions who will feel
that their places are more than purely ornamental."
Arthur B. Spink, of Rhode Island: Commander. I move the adoption
of the report.
G. II. Hurlbut, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
The Presiding Officer: It is moved and seconded that this section of
the report of the committee on Officers' Reports be adopted.
Are there any
remarks? If not, as many as are in favor of the motion will give the usual
show of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed
NO REPORTS

to and the report is adopted

Chairman Abbott continued the reading of the report

as

publication of proceedings.

follows:

"In regard to the resolution concerning publication of the proceedings,
submitted
by the Division of Rhode Island, the Committee considered the
carrying out of the resolution as expensive and impractical in the matter of
editing and reducing the bulk, but in passing upon the report of the Com
mander-in-Chief, it is recommended to index the proceedings."
The report is respectfully submitted and signed, Frank P. Merrill. Bartow
S. Weeks, G. W. Marks and G. B. Abbott.
Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin,
who was also a member of the committee, did not arrive in time to take
part in the work and his name is not attached.

report of committee on officers' reports adopted.

George \X. Howard, of

Massachusetts:

Commander,

I

move the adop
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that the committee

be dis

charged.

J. B. Lyon, of Iowa: Commander, I second the brother's motion.
The Presiding Officer: Brothers, it has been moved and seconded

that the report of the committee as a whole be adopted, and the committee be
Are there any remarks?
discharged.
George S. Kling. of New York: Commander, I think the motion should
be to adopt the report as amended.

The Presiding Officer: That is understood. It has been moved and
seconded that the report of the committee on Officers' Reports be adopted as
amended, and the committee discharged.
All those in favor of the motion
will give the usual show of the Order. Those opposed the same sign. The
motion is agreed to. and the report of the committee as amended is adopted as
a whole, and the committee discharged.

NEWSPAPER REPORTS OF PROCEEDINGS.
Elwood T. Carr, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I desire

to ask one or

Commander-in-Chief, and brothers of this Commandery, I rise
to my feet to ask the Commander-in-Chief if it is proper that the proceedings
of this Commandery should be printed in the daily newspapers of this city.
("Cries of "No," "No," "No.") I do not understand why we should go on print
ing the proceedings of this Encampment in book form when all you have to
do is to buy the papers of this city and take them to your home and read them
to your respective Camps.
I have a right to ask the Commander-in-Chief, and
if he cannot answer me I want to ask some of the Past Commanders-in-Chief
or Past Colonels, because I know they are a bright set of fellows for they have
done nine-tenths of the talking in this Commandery since I have been present.
And I would like to ask the Commander-in-Chief, and these brothers who
hold these past honors, if we have already had an election of the officers to
serve the ensuing year?
I find in the daily papers that the officers have been
elected, though I, as a delegate from Pennsylvania, have as yet had no oppor
I would
tunity to participate in any election of officers in this Commandery.
like to know how this is. and I ask information of the Commander-in-Chief.
The Presiding Officer: If Brother Carr is making a point against the
publication of our proceedings in the daily papers he is correct. The proceed
ings in the Commandery-in-Chief should not be published in the newspapers.
AVe have a press committee whose duty it is to give the reporters of the press
such information as is necessary and is allowable to be published, and nothing
should go to the press for general circulation except from that committee.
ANNOUNCEMENT by captain SWIFT.

two questions.

I

desire to ask the privilege of the
C. J. Deckman, of Ohio: Commander.
floor for a few moments for Captain Swift, of Dayton, who desires to give an
account of such arrangements as the Dayton brothers have made for our en
tertainment there tomorrow. Captain Swift is here and has other work to
of the
look after, and he would like to make a statement to the Commandery
tomorrow.
Dayton
preparations made for our entertainment at

The Presiding Officer:

Is there any objection to hearing Captain
I will give Captain Swift five min
(Cries of "Consent," "Consent.")
utes, to address the Commandery on the subject of the excursion to Dayton.
Captain Swift: Commander and brothers of the National Commandery
of Sons of Veterans:
Swift,
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On behalf of the city located adjacent to the institution called the Nation
al Soldiers' Home, a place of which all Daytonians are proud, a place for the
maintainance of disabled volunteer soldiers, the largest in the United States,
there being enrolled there today probably fifty-six hundred old soldiers, we as
Daytonians and the Banner Camp of the State of Ohio in numbers feel it our
privilege to come before this body and extend an invitation on behalf of the
joint committee at Cincinnati and Dayton for you to accept our hospitality
We have arranged for free transportation to Dayton, to the Sol
tomorrow.
diers' Home and return to Cincinnati, for all those wearing the delegates gold
badge. We feel that none of the brothers of this Order from different states
can fail to appreciate what the Soldiers' Home is, not merely as a place to see,
but in order that you may realize just what this (iovernment is doing for its
disabled soldiers.
The train will leave here tomorrow morning at 8 o'clock.
Arriving at Dayton we will be taken in the same cars, by a special engine, to
the Soldiers' Home where we will be met by Governor Thomas, the eminent
Commander of the Soldiers' Home, whose invitation lam personally requested
to extend to this Encampment. We will be met at the cars by the Governor
and his Staff and the Soldiers' Home Band and be escorted to Memorial Hall,
this Memorial Hall being an opera house capable of seating 1,500 people. The
Governor will be introduced by our eminent brother (). B. Brown, of Dayton,
(applause) a man whom we as a Camp feel proud to have act as master of cer
To the address of Governor Thomas we expect our Commander-inemonies.
Chief to respond; and at the conclusion of the welcoming service we have ar
ranged to have a public installation of the officers of this grand and noble
order on the spot where rest the bodies of thousands of decaased soldiers, and
where thousands who are disabled and unable to support themselves are being
supported by the (Iovernment: a spot in which we. as members of the order of
the Sons of Veterans have reason to take a heartfelt interest.
At 5:30 we will
Xow, we are not claiming much for Dayton, but
take the train for Dayton.
we have an organization up there composed of all the societies, what is called
the Grand Division of the uniformed societies. Knights of Pythias. Knights of
St. George, the Patriarchs Militant, and including all t he different local Military
Companies, and they will all turn out in our honor making a column of from
800 to 1200 uniformed men.
We have arranged for a reviewing stand as large
as this room, and
now, on behalf of Dayton and on behalf of the State of
Ohio, extend the invitation and hope that every member here will join us in
the morning and give our city of Dayton a chance to show our appreciation

I

of your visit.

A little while ago at a meeting of the Ladies" Aid Society 1 extended an
invitation to them to come and to hold their installation at the same time and
place that the Sons of Veterans install their officers. The proposition was
most enthusiastically received and endorsed by the Ladies and it only remains
for the Sons of Veterans to endorse the plan in order to have the ladies co-op
erate with us and have the joint installation of the officers of the organizations.
Thanking the Commander-in-Chief and members of the Commandery for
retire, expressing the hope that we may see every
the courtesy of the floor,
brother at Dayton, tomorrow; and we can assure you we will surprise and
know that those unacquainted with the
please you. I say surprise because
Soldiers' Home will be surprised as, well as pleased with its extent and beauty.

I

I

New business is now in order.
The Presiding Officer:
brother any new business to present for the good of the Order?

Has any
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G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
Commander. I believe the Committee on Reso
lutions is yet to make further report.
I will say that the
G. N. Howard, of Massachusetts:
Commander,
chairman of Jlie Committee on Resolutions unfortunately is very sick this
morning. The committee has. however, met and will meet again immediately
after ths rec?ss in ro^ai 131.
Any nutters that are to corns before that
committee
should be presented then, and the committee will make final
report this afternoon.

I

Bartow S. Weeks, of New Y'ork: Commander,
move you sir. that the
order of business be suspended until we take a recess, so that new business may
be taken up now and considered until this afternoon; and then the report of
the committee can come on immediately after recess.
W. If. Robertson, of Xew York: Commander. I second the motion.
The Presiding Officer: It is moved by Brother Weeks and seconded
by Brother Kobertson that the order of business be transposed so that new
business may be taken up now, and that the report of the Committee on Reso
lutions be postponed until after the noon recess. All those in favor of the
motion will give the usual show of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign.
The motion is agreed to.
J.B.Lyon, of Iowa: Commander. I move we do now take recess until
1 :3<3p. m.

is

is

it,

M. D. Friedman, of Alabama: Commander, I second the motion.
William E. BrNi>v,of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a question of privilege.
A large number of delegates have arrived who have not received their dele
gate badge, and if I may be permitted to announce
now
the committee
declared the badges can be
present in the front hall, and after recess
obtained.

The Presiding

II.

Officer: It has been moved and seconded that the
take recess until half past one o'clock p. m. Are you ready for

'{

Commandery
the question

Davis, of Ohio:

is

I

is

is

a

I

I

I

a

is

c

I

Commander, just one moment before you put
On behalf of the local
the question.
am requested to say
>mmitte?
that at 3:30 we form the parade, and we would like every delegate and every
brother present to turn out this afternoon.
It
important that we make
show in the city of Cincinnati, and
hope that all of you will b? ready to
in the rotunda.
We
report at 3:30 at the Parade Committee's
Headquarters
have the whole Dayton Committee and we have several armed Camps that
will arrive on this noon train and all the G. A. R. Posts of Hamilton county
will turn out.
K. II. Madison, of Kansas: Commander, if
may be permitted to do so,
would like before we adjourn to have the pleasure of presenting the Com
nice sunflower, just received from the state of Kansas.
There
mandery with
no hayseed about it.
The Presiding Officer: My favorite flower
the daisy, yet the sun
flowers of Kansas are always acceptable.
know they have robbed the state
of Kansas of one sunflower, and we shall appreciate accordingly.
The motion
to take recess until 1:30 o'clock.
13.

I

Bartow S. Weeks, of Xew York: Commander,
move to amend the
motion so that at 12:30 o'clock we take recess until half past one.
second the amendment.
II. Archer, of Ohio: Commander,
Presiding
The
moved and seconded to amend
Officer:
It
is

I

K.

the
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motion to adjourn so that it shall read that at half past twelve o'clock the
Commander; take recess until half past one.
Frank McCrillis. of Illinois: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Presiding Officer: The brother will state his point of order.
Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander, my point of order is that the
motion to adjourn is not amendable.
A motion to adjourn is amendable as to
time of assembling, but a motion that we do now adjourn is not amendable to
read that at some later time we will adjourn.
The Presiding Officer: The point of order is not well taken. As
many as are in favor of the amendment will give the usual voting sign of the
Order.
Those opposed the same sign. The amendment is lost. All those in
favor of the original motion to take recess now until 1:30 p. m., will give the
usual sign of the Order—
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander. I call for a division.
The Presiding Officer: All those in favor of the motion to take recess
until half-past one will please rise to their feet and stand until counted.
The
Adjutant General will count. Those opposed. The Adjutant General will
announce

The

the vote.

Adjutant General:

Commander,

the motion; 52 against it.

The Presiding

order.

Officer:

there are

The motion is lost.

27

voting in favor of

New business

is now in

E. H. Archer, of Ohio: Commander, I move that we suspend the order
of new business and proceed to the election of officers.
The Presiding Officer: That cannot be done. The Constitution pro
vides that the election of officers shall not take place until all other business
before the Encampment has been disposed of.

FIXING PLACE FOR HOLDING

13TII
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Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, I move you that we do
now proceed to fix the time and place for holding the next annual Encamp
ment.

Kling. of New York: Commander. I second the motion.
The Presiding Officer: It is moved and seconded that we do now

G. S.

pro
ceed to fix the time and place for holding the next Encampment. All those
in favor of the motion will give the usual show of the order.
Those opposed
the same sign.
The motion is agreed to. and it is so ordered.
.1. B. Lyon, of Iowa:
Commander, I move that Brother Dilley be given
the floor a moment to present an invitation from the city of Davenport. Iowa.

The Presiding Officer:

That' is not necessary. The Chair will declare
nominations now in order for the next place of meeting of the Commanderyin-Chief.
Lewis A. Dilley, of Iowa: Commander, it affords me great pleasure to
present a few invitations from the city of Davenport, Iowa, to hold the next
session of the Commandery-in-Chief in that city. I will read first the invita
tion from the local Camp. It is as follows:

Davenport,
To

Twelfth Annual Encampment
an* V. S. A., Cincinnati, Ohio.

the

of

Iowa, Aug.

the Commandery-in-Chief,

7,

1893.

Sons of Veter

Gentlemen and Brothers— We, a committee, duly authorized by and
Joe Hooker Camp No. 17, Division of Iowa, S. of V., U. S. A.,

representing
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have had the high honor conferred upon us of extending to you a cordial and
warm hearted invitation to hold the next meeting of the Commandery-inChief in Davenport, Iowa.

We promise that you will, should you accept of our invitation, receive a
whole souled and royal welcome from our Camp and from our citizens.
lies one hundred and eighty miles west of Chicago on the C. K.
35.000 population, whose homes rest on many hills,
from the tops you can gaze upon ' The Father of Waters" flowing majestically
to the sea.
No more beautiful spot is occupied by a city of our Union.
Before the city, kissed on every side by the Mississippi, is that natural Eden,
Rock Island, which contains the largest arsenal in the world, where our gov
ernment has spent over §15.000.000 in buildings and water power.
We will
show you these; we will show you the famous Watch Tower of the renowned
Sac Chief. Black Hawk, which is now surmounted by an ice cream palace of
modern architecture, to which you ride in electric cars, but the modern con
venience spoils not the view extending for miles and miles. Come to Daven
port over the great steel bridge; come to the, great and growing west; only
come and we will extend to you the hand of friendship and make you happy.
Davenport

I. & P. R. R.; city of about

Lewis A. Dilley,
Lawrence B. Guy,
E. S. Bowman.

Here is an invitation from the City Council:

Davenport, Iowa. Aug.

3, 1893.

.Sons of
Annual Encampment, of the Commandery-in-Chief
I'. S. A., Cincinnati, Ohio.
Gentlemen— By vote of our city council. I am authorized to extend to
If you
you a cordial invitation to hold your next Encampment in this city.
should decide to come here. I assure you that the people of this city will do all
in their power to made your stay here pleasant and enjoyable.
I am. gentle
Very cordially yours,
men.
II. Vollmer, Mayor.
Here is also an invitation from the Business Men's Association, of Daven
port :

To

Tinlfth

the

Veterans,

Davenport, Iowa. Aug.
To

the

Tinlfth Annual Encampment

ans,

U. S. .1., Cincinnati,

of

the

Commandery-in-Chief,

8, 1893.

Sons of Veter

Ohio.

Gentlemen— I am authorized by our Executive Committee to extend to
you a cordial invitation to hold your next Encampment, in Davenport; and. to
assure you the hearty welcome of the Davenport Business Men's Association,
which will do its best together with the general hospitality of the city, if you
decide to come, to make your visit here memorably pleasant.
Very Cordially yours, etc.,
F. J. Waltz, Secretary,
A. W. Vandeu Veer. President.
And also an invitation from the old Veterans of our place.

Davenport, Iowa. Aug.
To

Tinlfth Annual Encampment of
ans, U. 8. A., Cincinnati, Ohio.

the

th<

Commandery-in-Chief

10. 1893.

Sons of Veter

Gentlemen and Brothers— I am instructed by this Post to extend a
hearty invitation to hold your next National Encampment in our city. Our
16—
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Guards have been instructed to admit yourselves and friends.
You will also
tind our tent (laps tied wide open as you pass through our Camp.
V'ours in F. ('. and L.
1>. B. MoHEiiorsE, Putt Aajt.
\V. II. KoiiEUTSox, of New York; Commander. I move that this invita
tion of the Iowa representatives be accepted, and that the Thirteenth Annual
Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief be held in the city of Davenport,

Iowa.

J.

H.

Lyon, of Iowa:

Commander.

I second the motion.

C. 1). ItooXKY, of Massachusetts:
Commander. I do not know whether
that motion is in order, or not.
The Presiding Okkiceis: I hope the brother will withdraw that motion
and allow other nominations to be made, if there are any others.
W. II. Robeut.son, of New York: Commander. 1 will withdraw the mo
tion for the present.
C. D. Kooney, of Massachusetts:
Commander, in the absence of the Com
mander of the Massachusetts Division, who has unfortunately left the room,
it has devolved upon me by general consent to present for the consideration
of this Encampment the name of the city of Boston as the place of holding
the Thirteenth Annual Encampment.
It is a settled and known
(Applause).
fact for a number of years past that the Encampments of this Order have been
held in the West, or in the central part of the United States. The Encamp
ments of this Order have never been held east of Paterson. New Jersey, yet
in the New Kngland States we have perhaps the largest and most compact
We have some of the largest
single brdy of Sons of Veterans in the country.
and some of the best Divisions. We have also worked faithfully and well for
the Order.
We have always been willing to stand aside when we thought that
by sending a National Convention to other parts of the United States the Or
der would be benefited. Now. this year, finding that not so very many cities
desired the next Encampment, finding also that the city which we are happy
to say desires the Encampment this year is asking for it a second time, we
thought we could safely, on behalf of our Division and on behalf of ths Grand
Army of the State, and on behalf of the citizens of Boston and of all New
England, invite you to come and accept of our hospitality next year. It is
not necessary for us to describe the beauties of Boston.
We have no moun
tains to speak of. we have no ragged peaks soaring towards the Heavens, near
er than the White Mountains, but we have the Ocean and we have the electric
cars and we have everything else that can be desired. (A voice: And beans.
I was about to refer to the fact of having beans, but I wanted to
Applause).
say before hand that we had one attraction besides beans. We have Provi
dence, and we have our clams. We have without doubt all the facilities for
entertaining the Encampment, as those who attended the National Encamp
ment, of <;. A. K. at Boston a few years ago can testify: and if the Sons of
We are
Veterans cannot be accommodated in the city we have the suburbs.
ready and willing to pledge ourselves to do everything in our power to make
this a notable occasion and to show you of what material the Division of MaFsachusetts and also our sister Divisions in New England are composed.
Therefore, brothers, we respectfully and earnestly invite you to set the seal of
your approval upon Boston as the next place of holding the National Encamp
ment. (Applause).
.1.

A. AvKUDioK, of Ohio:

Commander,

I rise to second the nomination
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of Davenport as the place for holding our next Encampment.
I second the
nomination of Davenport Iowa because I want the little man from Boston to
be the Commander-in-Chief of this organization, and I want to give him the
honors that are due him away from his home: Though a prophet you are not
recognized at home as you are abroad, you know. The use of corn-juice is
forbidden in Iowa, and we can show the people there what grand boys the
Sons of Veterans are, as they will have no opportunity to indulge. And then
Davenport is a Western city. Look at the opportunity the Sons of Veterans
will have to come down from Minneapolis and from along the Mississipi Riv
er and from here.
The Davenport people are here and promise what they will
If you
do. They did it when we met there before and they will do it again.
were at the Encampment at Des Moines you never will forget it; and Daven
port is in the same State and populated by the same kind of people and you
'
will have a grand time there if you go.
Commander,
on behalf of the Pennsyl
R. M. . I. Reed, of Pennsylvania:
vania delegation I desire to second the nomination of Boston. I very greatfully remember the recognition that was accorded to us at Des Moines, Iowa,
and the splended time we had there but as Iowa has entertained us once I de
I
sire now that the boys go to Boston and see what they can do in Boston.
have been in Boston at the Encampments of other organizations and I know
just what they will do. There is no tiner place, there is no more fitting place
or patriotic place in the United States than the city of Boston: and I believe
we ought to go to New England once any way. "We never have been there yet.
and I think it is due them as they come here this afternoon and ask us to go
there. Therefore on behalf of the Pennsylvania delegation I second the nom
ination of Boston.
E. IT. Madison", of Kansas: Commander. I desire most earnestly to second
the nomination of Davenport.
I do not do it because of its proximity to the
state of Kansas, but because 1 know the hospitality of the place, and because
I understand from the brothers of this Order that they have received better ac
commodations and treatment in cities of the size of Davenport than in the
large cities in which we have met.

Now I would like to go to the great city of Boston and visit^the many
historical localities about that place, but I also want to have the pleasure of
assisting in receiving and entertaining the boys of Boston and the eastern
states out on the broad prairies of Iowa and Wisconsin, where they can let
the wind gently blow through their whiskers.
It is a foregone
(Applause.)
conclusion, and I believe it is right that it should be. that the grand state of
Massachusetts will be honored by the election of her favorite son as Com
mander-in-Chief; an honor is about to be conferred on the state of Masaachusetts that has been conferred upon no other state for years, and that is the
unanimous election of one of her sons as Commander-in-Chief of this Order; I
do not believe they raise hogs in Massachusetts.
(Applause and laughter.)
They raise hogs in Iowa, Kansas and Illinois.

kill

G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, the brother
hogs in Illinois; we do not raise them there.

is mistaken:

I

We

E. II. Madison, of Kansas: Commander,
do not know about that. But
conceding everything else to the east I believe we ought to do something for
the western boys, and therefore on behalf of the Kansas delegation
second
the nomination for the city of Davenport.
William A. Stevens, of Massachusetts: Commander, it would be pre

I
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sumptuous on my part to say much in reference to the city of Boston, but the
brother who has just taken his seat says we must go to Iowa because they
know how to entertain there. As a son of Massachusetts and a citizen of a
town right close to Boston, I want to tell him and the brothers of this Conimandery-in-Chief that the hospitality of Boston is proverbial, its reputation in
that respect is world wide. The Commandery may conclude to go elsewhere,
if it thinks best, but do not for a moment question the hospitality of Boston,
or of the old Bay State.
(Applause.)
W. E. Terrill, of Vermont: Commander, in behalf of the Vermont del
egation I take pleasure in seconding the nomination of Boston.
Xew Eng
land has never yet had an opportunity to entertain the Encampment and we
want to show you what we can do.
W. M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island: Commander, the Rhode Island dele
gation desires to second the nomination of Boston.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, the Division of Iowa year after
year has sent a delegation as large as its numbers would permit to this ComWe
mandery-in-Chief. We have been here to take part in its proceedings.
have given all assistance that was in our power to give and we have never
come here asking a solitary thing in the history of the Order.
We have a city
on the bank of the Mississippi river that is fully as capable of entertaining
We know it. We did
this organization as the great historic city of Boston.
have an Encampment there once. We have never brought candidates here
and insisted on their election; but we do ask you to come to the city of Daven
port. We are invited by the citizens, by the Common Council, by the Mayor of
the city, by the G. A. R. Post and by the Camp of Sons of Veterans of that
I guarantee it.
place. We will give you a royal welcome and entertainment.
If 1 did not know it would be done I would not stand here and ask you to
come.

Georoe E. Cogshall, of Michigan:

Commander, on behalf of the dele
second the nomination of the city of Boston.
Frank A. White, of Maryland: Commander, as a representative of
Maryland
desire to second the nomination of Boston.
(The Commander-in-Chief resumed command.)
move that the nominations be
II. X. Speelman, of Ohio: Commander,
now closed and we proceed to vote.
second the motion.
M. D. Friedman, of Alabama: Commander

gation of Michigan

I

I

I

I

The Commander-ix-Chief:

It

is moved and seconded that nominations
Are you ready for the
be now closed and the Commandery proceed to ballot.
question V As many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual
voting sign of the Order. Those opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed
We have in nomination the city of Davenport and the
to, and it is so ordered.
The Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions and the
city of Boston.
Colonel of the Division will announce the vote of his delegation.
as

The Adjutant General called the roll (Roll call 8.) and announced the vote
follows: In favor of the city of Boston. 51; in favor of the city of Daven

port,

57.

Brothers, you have selected the city of
Davenport as the place of meeting for the Thirteenth Annual Encampment of
the Commandery-in-Chief by a vote of 57 to 51. What is the further pleasure
of the Commandery V

The Commander-ix-Chief:

R. Shaw Van, of Iowa:

Commander.

I

desire in behalf of the delegation
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and say to you that we will
meet you at Davenport.
It is understood that you cannot buy any corn-juice
in Iowa, we have a law that stops it; but if any of the brothers are taken
suddenly sick we will see that they do not suffer. (Laughter and applause).
W. H. IUssell. of Kansas: Commander, I move you that we now take
recess until half past one.
Newton J. Maguire, of Indiana: Commander,
second the motion.
E. II. Archer, of Ohio: Commander I desire to make an inquiry. The
motion was that we proceed to fix the time and place for holding the next En
campment; we have only fixed the place.
The Commander-in-Chief: That is true, but we have a motion to ad
journ which has been seconded.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, I would like to inquire
as to what time we will have to adjourn for the parade, because if we have
time it would be advisable to fix the time of meeting now rather than later,
and then at half past twelve we might take recess until 2 o'clock sharp.
The Commander-in-Chief:
desire to ask Brother Bundy as Chairman
of the local committee if he will see that a proper color company is detailed to
carry the Commandery 's colors.
W. E. Bcndy, of Ohio: Commander, we will attend to that.
The Commander-in-Chief: I desire to announce to the Commandery
also that we are promised a visit not only from the honored Commander of
the department of Ohio, G. A. R., but also from the eminent Commander-inChief, Weissert. (applause).
The comrades will be here to be presented
to the Commandery
at 7 o'clock this evening, and
sincerely trust that
every member present will see that all the Sons of Veterans in the city
are in attendance this evening in order that they may give to these hon
ored gentlemen and our friends and comrades of the Grand Army of the
Republic a true expression of our sentiment toward them.

of Iowa to extend our thanks to the Commandery

I

I

I

APPOINTMENT OF.COMMITTEE ON DEATH OF LELAND J. WEBB.
The Commander-in-Chief: It has been voted by the Commandery that an
hour be set aside for a memorial service to Past Commander-in-Chief Webb and
that a committee of three on condolence be appointed by the Chair; and the
Chair if the Commandery consents, will appoint as such committee our hon
ored brother Milham, (who was a warm personal friend of Past Commanderin-Chief Webb), Past Comander-in-Chief Bartow S. Weeks, and Surgeon
Wilcox, who were intimate personal friends of our deceased
General
brother.
been moved and seconded that we do now take recess un
many as are in favor of the motion will—
Commander,
I rise to a question of
S. Weeks, of New York:
lias the time been fixed for holding our next annual Encamp

Brothers, it has
til

1:30 o'clock.

Bartow

information.

As

ment.

The Commander-in-Chief:
It will come up under the head of
it is

It

has not been, as yet, but it can be fixed.
new business the first thing after dinner, if

so desired.

Charles Kinney, of New Y'ork:

asked when the parade will form.

Commander,

the question

has been

William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, the parade will form at the
Grand Hotel and along the streets adjacent to it at half past three o'clock.
The Commander-in-Chief: As many as are in favor of the motion to
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take recess until half past one will so signify by the usual voting sign of the
order.
Those opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed to and the Commandery takes recess until half past one o'clock p. m.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON SKSSION.
I :H0

The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers will

o'clock P. M.

Brother Roon
ey. of Massachusetts,
will take the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chiefs chair,
and Brother Cooper, of Tennessee, the chair of the Junior Vice Commander
until these officers arrive. The Adjutant (ieneral will call the roll.
The Adjutant (ieneral called the roll and reported no quorum present.
(Roll call 9.)
The Commander-in-Chief: J have sent the Officer of the Day and the
Officer of the Guard for absent members.
The Adjutant General: Commander, a quorum is now present.
The Commander-in-Chief: The first business in order this afternoon is
the reception of the supplemental
report of the committee on Resolutions.
Brother Oberdorf. chairman of that committee has the floor.
come to order.

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.
Commander, I yield the floor to Brother
AY. S. Oberdorf, of New York:
feel
of
capable
as
I
do
not
presenting the report myself.
Shaw Van

R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander the committee on Resolutions beg
leave to submit a verbal report this afternoon and request the stenographer to
take it down as we have had no opportunity to write it out. The committee
submits a majority report in favor of extending to Harry M, Russel and Lewis
M. Wagner the Cold Cross of the Order on the payment therefor by the Divis
ion of Pennsylvania; and also that constitutional life membership in the Order
That is the majority report
be conferred upon William Luther Davis, of Ohio.
of the committee on Resolutions on the recommendations of these Divisions.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander. I move the adoption of the
supplemental report of the Committee on Resolutions.
Commander, I second the motion.
W. R. Cooper, of Tennessee:
Brothers,
it is moved by Brother Bundy. of
Commander-in-Chief:
The
Ohio, and seconded by Brother Cooper, of Tennessee, that the Gold Cross of
the Order be conferred upon Harry M. Russell and Lewis M. Wagner on the
payment of the cost of the same by the Division of Pennsylvania; and that
William Luther Davis, of the Division of Ohio, be made a constitutional life
member of the Commandery-in-Chief on account of his zealous services for
not, as many as are
Are there any remarks?
and on behalf of the Order.
Those
in favorVif this motion will so signify by the usual sign of the Order.
opposed the same sign. The motion is carried and the report of the commit

If

tee adopted.

R.Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, 1 now move that theVommittee
on Resolutions be discharged.
J. B. Lyon, of Iowa: Commander, I second the motion.
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The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by brother Shaw Van and sec
onded by Brother Lyon of Iowa, that the Committee on Resolutions be dis
Are you ready for the question?
As many as are in favor of the
charged.
motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the order. Those opposed
the same sign. The motion is carried and the committee is discharged.
The Commander-in-Chief would suggest that the conferring a constitu
tional life membership in the Commandery upon any brother is something
which ought to have practically the unanimous consent'of the Encampment
when a working majority is present.
George B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander. I would inquire if that is
not an amendment to the Constitution, if it does not require a change or
amendment of the Constitution.
The Commander-in-Chief: I think not an amendment to the Constitu
There is no reference to it in the Constitution.
tion.
George B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, we have provided for
Constitutional life members. What does that mean?
The Commander-in-Chief: There is nothing in the Constitution about
it. only this body has a right to elect its members.
Next in order is New Business.
Has any brother anything to propose for
the good of the Order?
Commander, I desire to present an amend
H. S. Foster, of Vermont:
It should go to the Committee on Constitution,
ment to the Constitution.
If
Rules and Regulations, but I neglected to place it before that committee.
I owe the committee any apology in that regard I here make it. I do not be
lieve in frequent changes of the Constitution but I think this amendment
should be adopted.
J. B. Lyon, of Iowa: Commander, the Committee on Constitution. Rules
and Regulations was discharged last night.
The Commander-in-Chief:

The brother is in order and may introduce

his resolution.

I

II. S. Foster, of Vermont: Commander, as was saying I believe fre
quent changes in the Constitution of the Order are deleterious, but there is one
glaring inconsistency in the uniform of the Order which I think ought to be
I refer to Sec. 4.. Art. XIII., Chap. V.. on Page fifi. namely:
corrected.
Section 4. "All officers shall wear the full dress sword belts prescribed by
the I'nited States Army regulations for officers of corresponding rank, and
the regulation Sons of Veterans sword with nickel scabbard."

Xow the wearing of a full dress sword belt with fatigue uniform is, from
military stand point, ridiculous. As far as my observation goes but few
members of the Order have ever complied with this requirement, and I think
I therefore propose
the sooner the purchase of those belts st:>p the better.
the following amendment:
a

To strike out the words • full

in the section just read, and insert in
lieu thereof '-black leather" so that the section will read:
dress"'

Section 4. "All officers shall wear the black leather belts prescribed by
the I'nited States Army regulations for officers of corresponding rank, etc."

E. H. Milham, of Minnesota:

The Commander-in-Chief:

Commander.

1

second that motion.

Brothers, it is moved by Brother Foster, of
Vermont and seconded by Brother Milham, of Minnesota, that section 4, arti
cle 13. chapter 5 of the Constitutional Kules and Regulations, be amended by
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striking out the words "full dress" and inserting in lieu thereof the words
"black leather." Are there any remarks?
Bartow S. Weeks, nf New York: Commander. I suggest to the brother
presenting this amendment that he had better withdraw it for the present.
I
doubt if there is enough members in the Commandery to pass an amendment
to the Constitution if every one voted in the affirmative.
The Commaxeer-in-Chief: It is evidently impossible to adopt this
amendment to the Constitution by the necessary two-thirds vote at the pres
ent time. I think it had better be withdrawn until later in the session.
II. S. Foster, of Vermont: Commander. I will withdraw the amendment.

IX MEMORY OF PAST COMMANDER-IX-CIIIEF LELAND J. WEBB.
Commander, I move that the special me
morial services in memory of Fast Commander-in-Chief. Leland J. Webb, be
made the special order of business subsequent to the reception of our visitors
from the G. A. R. this evening.
William E. BrNDY, of Ohio: Commander. I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Abbott and second
ed by Brother Bundy that the special memorial services in memory of Fast
Commander-in-Chief Leland J. Webb be made the special order of business
after the reception of our distinguished visitors this evening.
Are there any

George B. Abbott of Illinois:

remarks

?

Bartow

Commander. I hope this motion will
S. Weeks, of New York:
not prevail, because the efl'ect of the motion will be to post-pone the election
of officers until after the services. The. committee appointed to draft
proper testimonials will be ready to report very shortly, and I think we can
get through with it this afternoon before the parade.
(i. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I beg leave to differ with my
This is not the regular order of business. It is a special provision of
brother.
this Encampment, and I think if it should be set for a particular time it would
not interfere with the regular order of business in any way. or prevent our go
ing ahead with the election of officers as that matter comes up in regular or
der. If I understand this ceremony partakes more of the nature of a campfire than of a meeting of the Commandery, any how: it was suggested by the
Commander,-in-Chief
and provided for by the adoption of the report of the
committee on officers reports, but that report did not provide that it necessar
ily had to take place during the session of this Encampment proper. We
might have set a time and place entirely different from this.
Raistow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, I should like to enquire,
through the Chair, how the Encampment can receive a report from a commit
tee appointed by it to draft resolutions
at any camp-fire, or any where else
"
than in a regular session of the Commandery.
That committee must report
before the election of officers, according to the Constitution.
The Commander-in-Chief: The point of order is well taken because
this is certainly a part of the regular order of business and comesunder the
head of Reports of Committees, and it should have the consideration of the
Encampment. Brothers, the question is on the adoption of the motion of
Brother Abbott.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, with the consent of my second
I will withdraw my motion in view of the ruling of the Chair.

William E. Bundy, of Ohio:
I consent to its withdrawal.

Commander,

as a seconder

of the motion
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The Commander-in-Chief:
understand the committee is about ready
to report.
In this connection
will say that
have received a request from
certain friends of Past Commander-in-Chief Webb, that certain brothers be
called upon to address the Commandery on the past services (and record of
Past Commander-in-Chief Webb.
Those brothers, are Past-Commander-inChief Weeks, who is to speak of his general life and services, and Surgeon
General Wilcox, who is a relative of Past Commander-in-Chief Webb, will
read a biographical sketch of his life.
the members of the Commandery
desire they may now name other brothers to participate in the memorial ser
vice or select them hereafter.
E. H. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, 1 nominate Past'Commanderin-Chief Charles F. Griffin, of Indiana, as on? of the speakers.
VV. Y. Morgan, of Kansas:
would nominate a delegate
Commander,
from Kansas, Brother Madison.
Charles Kinney, of Xew York: Commander. I would nominate Windfield Scott Oberdorf. of Xew York, as one of the speakers.

I

I

If

I

I

Walter S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander,
do not know but what we
have got already as many speakers as we will have time to hear, but we have
with lis a brother who was intimately connected with Brother AVebb in all his
service, who was the general mustering officer on his staff when he command
ed the Fourth Grand Division, and I therefore nominate George W. Penniman.
W. S. Obekdorf, of Xew York: Commander, under ordinary circum
stances it would be a privilege as well as a pleasure to speak words of kind
ness in reference to a man whom
estenied as highly as I did Leland J. Webb,
and whose friendship I so valued: but
think the brothers here assembled all
appreciate the condition I am in, and I do not think I ought to try to address
you. I ask to be excused.

I

I

The Commander-in-Chief: Brother Oberdorf is suffering quite severely
from indisposition and his excuse of course must be accepted.
George W. Penniman, of Massachusetts:
Commander, I thank the
Past Commander-in-Chief, Brother Payne, for his kind mention of my name
in connection with Brother Webb, but it will be necessary for me to leave the
city early this evening and of course I shall not be 'present at the service.
Otherwise it would give me sincere pleasure to add my word in testimony to
the valued services of General Webb, whose acquaintance I made and whose
friendship I formed in 1884 at the Commandery-in-Chief session when we both
became for the first time members of this organization.
The Commander-in-Chief:

If

the brother

excused.

Charles Kinney, of Xew York:

for Commander

Oberdorf,

Commander

is not present

he

will

be

Commander. I would beg to subtitute
II. Robertson, of Xew York.

W.

The Commander-in-Chiee:
Brothers. 1 suggest that we must not per
mit this service to occupy too much of our time and we cannot have the pro
gramme lengthened to any great extent.

DATE FOR XEXT AXXUAL EXCAMPMPMEXT.
Bartow S. Weeks, of Xew York: Commander, I trust that
gramme will not be further extended.
My own
seems to me that the truest tribute we could pay
ceased brother, whom we loved, is to stand silent
think of his past and look forward to the future of

the pro
remarks will be brief. It
to the memorylof our de
with heads uncovered and
the organization which he
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I

move yon. Comniander-in-Chief,'that we now proceed to fix
loved so deeply.
the time for holding the next Encampment.
Inspector General Frazee: Commander. I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved and seconded that we
now proceed to fix the time for holding the next Encampment at Davenport.
Iowa. Are you ready for the question ?
Surgeon General Wilcox: Commander
rise to a point of informa
tion. Is not the time fixed by the Constitution in the months of August and

I

September.

The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair would suggest that as a rule this
matter has been left with the Council-in-Chief with the understanding that
they were to notify the Order through the Commandery-in-Chief a certain
That
length of time in advance— six weeks, I think it is. before the meeting.
is the usual custom.
Bartow S. Weeks, of Mew York: Then. Commander. I will withdraw
As I recall now we had already decided to proceed to that mat
my motion.
ter, and I move you that the matter of fixing the date for the next annual En
campment be left to the Council-in-Chief, the Council-in-Chief to notify the
Order a reasonable time in advance of the date fixed, say six weeks.
second the motion.
Si iUiEON General 'Wilcox: Commander,
It is moved by Past Commander-in-Chief
The Commander-in-Ciiiek:
Weeks, and seconded by Surgeon General Wilcox, that the matter of fixing
the date for the next annual Encampment be left to the Council-in Chief, the
Council-in-Chief to notify the Order six weeks in advance of the date tixed.
Are you ready for the question ? As many as are in favor of the motion will
Contrary the same sign.
so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order.
The motion is agreed to, and it is so ordered.

I

BIENNIAL

SESSIONS.

William E. BuNDY, of Ohio: Commander, it seems to me in view of the
fact, as appeared in the discussion before the committee on constitutional
Rules and Regulations; that the proposition of biennial sessions for both Com
mandery-in-Chief and Divisions was defeated because the proposition had not
been thoroughly and sufficiently discussed by the different Divisions of the
Now I believe there is a very large sentiment in favor of biennial ses
Order.
It
has not been generally proposed and talked about by the different
sion.
Divisions of this Order in Encampment assembled, and it was largely because
of the uncertainty of the various delegations as to the wishes of their Divis
ions that they were unwilling at this particular time to vote in favor of that
In order, therefore, that the matter may be brought to the at
amendment.
move that the proposition to amend the
tention of the various Divisions
Constitution so as to provide for biennial sessions of the Commandery-inChief and biennial sessions of the various Divisions be referred to the differ
ent Division Encampments for discussion and consideration; and that they be
instructed to make a recommendation on the subject to the next Commandery-

I

in-Chief.

Bartow

S.

Weeks, of New York:

Commander,

I

desire

to second

the

motion and then to amend it.

The Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved by Brother Bundy. of
Ohio, and seconded by East Commander-in-Chief Weeks, that the matter of
biennial sessions of this Commandery and the several Divisions be referred to
the several Divisions with the request that the subject' be discussed at the
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next Division Encampments, and that the Division Encampments recommend
to the next meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief such action as they deem
best in the premises.
Are yon ready for the question?
desire to offer as an
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander.
amendment
to that motion that the Commander-in-Chief be requested to
notify each Division Encampment of this action of the Commandery-in-Chief

I

immediately preceding the Division Encampments.
William K. Btndy, of Ohio: Commander, with the consent of my sec
ond I will accept the amendment. (Laughter.)
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, the amendment being accepted
the question is upon the motion as amended.
Are you ready for the question ?
As many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign
of the Order. Contrary the same sign.
The motion is carried and it is so
ordered.
What is the further pleasure of the Commandery?
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
Commander. I move that we now proceed to
the nomination and election of officers.
Commander, I second the motion.
W. A. Stevens, of Massachusetts:
The Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved by Brother Abbott, of
Illinois, and seconded by Brother Stevens of Massachusetts, that we now pro
Are you
ceed to the nomination and election of officers for the ensuing year.
ready for the question?
Bartow S. Weeks, of York: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Commander-in-Chief: Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks will state
his point of order.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, my point of order is, that
the motion is not in order because there is a committee that has not yet re
ported.

The Commander-in-Chief:

The point of order

is well taken.

NO PRIZE FOR THE BEST DRILLED CAMP.

I

notice by the reports of our
E. II. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander,
officers that we have som.3 eight hundred or more arm?d Camps in the Order.
Now. as we are to some extent supposed to be a military Order, the next Encamp
ment would be a very nice opportunity to offer a good cash prize to stimulate
drills in the armed Camps. In order to test the sense of the Comrnandery-inChief on this subject, and to And out whether as a matter of fact we are a mil
itary organization, I move you that the sum of one thousand dollars be appro
priated by the Commandery-in-Chief as a prize to the best drilled Camp in the
Order under the present United States army regulations and under rules that
govern competitive prize drills, said prize to be competed for at the next En
at Davenport, Iowa.
The motion was not seconded.

campment

THE OLDEST SON OF A VETERAN, U.
George W. Penniman, of Massachusetts:

S.

Commander,

A.

in the report of
the Surgeon General the statement was made that both Illinois and Wisconsin
claim the oldest members of our Order, and that the age of that oldest mem
ber was seventy-one years. Massachusetts has a claim in that direction. The
principal musician of General John R. Nickles Camp, No. 139, of Averill, who
attends every session of the Camp is Brother John E. Mills, and if he lives un
til the 12th day of next month he will be seventy-nine years of age. So. I
think Massachusetts has the oldest member of the Sons of Veterans.
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Surgeox General Wilcox: Commander, in order that I may be right
before the C'ommandery, I want to say that my report was based upon the re
I am glad that Massachusetts has
ports rendered by the Division Surgeons.
(Laughter.)
got something that she wants.
PAST COMMANDER-IX-CHIEF WEBBS MEMORIAL SERVICE.
George B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I would inquire, if the com
mittee on the Webb Resolutions is so near ready to report, why it would not
with the remarks that are to be made on the life and ser
vices of Fast Commander-in-Chief Webb, and then adopt the resolutions at
That would be the proper order, anyway.
I move,
the close of the remarks.
therefore, that we proceed at once to the memorial service in memory of Past
Commander-in-Chief, Leland J. Webb.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved by Past Commander-inChief Abbott, seconded by Brother Bundy. of Ohio, that we proceed immedi
ately to hold the memoral service in memory of our beloved Past Commander
Leland J. Webb. Are you ready for the question? As many as are in favor
of this motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Those
opposed the same sign. The motion is carried, and it is so ordered.
Brothers, 'I would very much prefer that you would call to the Chair.
Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin to preside over and conduct this Memorial
Servicevery much desire to yield the Chair to him during this service and
I hope you will favor me to that extent.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move that we now go into
a committee of the whole for the purpose of having appropriate
memorial
services in memory of our l'ast Commander-in-Chief, Leland
Webb.
be wise to proceed

I

J.

William A. Stevens of

Massachusetts:

Commander,

I

second

the

motion.

The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Brother Bundy. of Ohio, and
seconded by Brother Stevens, of Massachusetts, that we now go into a com
mittee of the whole for the purpose of holding a memorial service in memory
of Past Commander-in-Chief Webb. Are you ready for the question? As
many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of
Those opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed to and it is
the Order.
so ordered.

commander-in-chief ciias. f. griffin called to the chair.
W. Raymond, of Illinois: Commander, 1 nominate Past Commander-

PAST
C.

in-Chief Charles F. Griffin

as

Chairman of the Committee of the Whole.

The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin
is nominated as Chairman of the Committee of the Whole.
As many as are in
favor of his election will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Con
trary the same sign. Brother Griffin, you have been elected to preside over
the Committee of the Whole.

Charles F. Griffin, of Indiana, assuming the Chair, said:
Brothers, I thank you for the compliment conferred upon me in thus

se

lecting me from among your number to preside over your deliberations.
AVhile it is an important duty it is also a very sad one. As I suggested to you
this morning, the last act of my official life as your Commander-in-Chief at
St. Joe, was to pin upon the ln-east of our dead brother the badge of his office
as your leader.
I (lid it then with <jreat pleasure.
1 remember it now as one
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of the most pleasant recollections of my official career. I remember him as
one of the noblest, the truest, the most enthusiastic members of this grand Or
der of which he was a member, not only because he was a son of a Veteran,
but because he himself had worn the blue and carried a musket and fought for
the old flag. lie had a double interest in it and in us. His heart was filled
with the fires of patriotism. He was a member of the Order of the Sons of
Veterans not for anything there was in it for himself, but because he loved
his country; because he was a patriot from principal and because he loved the
principles for which this Order stands and the (lag for which he and his father
and our fathers fought, and some of them died. Nothing that we can say to
day can add or detract from the true merits of our brother.
We forget his
short comings, if he had them, and we remember only the good things, the
great things, the noble qualities of mind and heart and life.
Asa Past Com
mander we honor him.
As a dead brother we love him and respect his mem
ory. (Applause i.
Commander-in-Chief
Brother Griffin, in the order of business
for this occasion
presume it will be proper for the biographical sketch to
come first and after I hat the addresses.
As brother Wilcox was particularly
selected to prepare and present the biographical sketch
suggest he be called
•
upon first.
The Chairman:
understand a committee lias been appointed to re
port some resolutions.
I ask for information.
Commander-in-Chief
Such a committee has been appointed, but
I understand they are not ready to report, and it was ordered that this cere
mony should proceed and the resolutions come in later.
The Chairman: A biographical sketcli of Fast Commander-in-Chief
Webb has been prepared by Brother Wilcox. Unless there is an objection
Brother Wilcox will now present it.
Surgeon General Wilcox : In preparing this sketch, brothers, found
so many facts to be recorded that I couJd not trust my memory to carry them
all; so I hope the Commandery will pardon me for using my notes.

Hall:

I

I

I

Hall:

I

LEI.AXD JUSTIN

WE1ID.

Leland Justin Webb was adescendent of Richard Webb who emigrated
Richard Webb served at
to this country from Dorsetshire. Kngland, in 1626.
line
of pre-eminently patri
long
of
a
was
the
ancestor
the Great Falls tight and
find
Colonel
Charles of the 7th Con
we
of
the
Revolution
In
the
war
otic men.
necticut Line. General Samuel Blachley, Colonel of the 9th Connecticut Line,
to General George AVashington. and among the many others
Aide-de-Camp
was the great grandfather of Leland Moses and his five brothers, one of whom
was killed at the battle of White Flains and another as prisoner of war died
at Quebec. Moses' youngest son, John Leland, served in the war of 1812, in
Leland's father, William C, son of John
Col. Nehemiah Lockwood's regiment.
Leland Webb, served during the late war as Quartermaster of the 37th Wis
consin Infantry and later as Colonel of the 52nd regiment of the same state.
Leland Justin Webb, the eldest son of William C. and Emily E. (Abbot) Webb,
was born at Smithtield, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, on August 5, 18-Ni.
Imbued with the loyalty of his ancestors, at the age of tifteen he enlisted at
Wautoma. Wisconsin. October 1, 1861, and was mustered as drummer in Com
pany II., 16th Wisconsin Infantry, from which he was discharged at Camp
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a

ly

a

8,

I.,

near Corinth, Mississippi, on August 25. 18(i2.
Returning to Wisconsin he im
30th Wis
mediately re-enlisted and was mustered as musician in Company
consin Infantry, from which he was discharged under special order Xo. 192.
War Department, Washington, I). C, as of date March
On the 12th
1865.
of the same month he re-enlisted at Chicago. Illinois, and was mustered as
private in Company E., First Regiment Illinois Light Artillery.
He remained
in service until July 15. 1865, when he was mustered out at Chicago, Illinois.
He was present at the battles of Pittsburg Landing. (Jun Town, Tupelo. Hol
dozen other en
Springs. Oxford, Nashville. Siege of Corinth and about
gagements and battles.
After his removal to Kansas and location at Fort
Scott in 1868, in October he enlisted as private in the 19th Kansas Volunteer
Cavalry, Colonel Samuel J. Crawford. Commander, and was engaged on the
frontier in service against the Indians and was mustered October 18. 1868.
He was discharged at Fort Hays, Kansas, April 18, 18(39. then being First
On
Sergeant of Company G.. 19th Regiment Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
December 11, 18*19, he was admitted to the bar at Fort Scott, Kansas. In

Kansas. In May,
1870. he was elected as the first Mayor of Columbus.
he removed to Winfield. Crowley County, and was
member of the House
of Representatives of the State of Kansas for the years 1878-78. and held vari
ous public positions, being
member of the Republican State Central Com
mittee from his district in 1872.
In 1880 he removed to Topeka. Kansas,
where, in 1883-5. he was Justice of the Peace
March.

a

a

1871.

a

a

On August 31, 1870. he married Helen M. Herman, by whom he had two
children,
son who died at the age of four years, and
daughter, now the
wife of Harry
Wells of Topeka, Kansas.

J.

In

a

1,

the Grand Army of the Republic he was Adjutant, Vice Commander
and Commander of Lincoln Post No.
and Judge Advocate of the Depart
ment of Kansas. He was Aide-de-Camp on the Staff of Commander-in-Chief
Rea.
delegate to the National Encampments at San Francisco and at Mil
waukee where he introduced the resolution by which the first official recogni
tion of the Sons of Veterans was taken by the Grand Army of the Republic,
and which declared the Camp System in spite of the adverse report of the
commit tec. as the Sons of Veterans. I*. S. A.

i

if

9.

On February
1884. Old Abe Camp, No.
Division of Kansas, was or
ganized with Brother Webb as first Captain.
In July he attended the En
campment at Chicago of the 3rd Grand Division then comprising the States

Michigan. Indiana. Illinois. Kentucky, Misssouri, Iowa. Wisconsin, Minne

sota, Kansas, Nebraska and Dakota, and was there elected its Commander.
He doubled the number of Camps and more than doubled the membership
in
one year. In March, 188U, he was elected Colonel of the Kansas Division,
lie attended the National Encampments at Philadelphia. liufTalo, Des Moines.
Wheeling. Paterson, St. Joseph and Minneapolis.

a

it

a

a

a

For one year he was Judge Advocate General upon the Stall of Commanderin-Chief Payne, and through him was introduced the restriction of the Sons of
Veterans against any one who had borne arms against the Government of the
United States. At St. Joseph in 1890. he was elected Commander-in-Chief of
the Sons of Veterans and served his term with honor.
As citizen, as
Com
rade of the Grand Army of the Republic, as
Brother in the Sons of Veterans,
he fulfilled his duty, and in doing
he occupied
foremost place. In the
Grand Army of the Republic and Sons of Veteranshis patriotism and loyalty,
the priceless heritage of two centuries of his family history, were ever prom
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inent.
At the Kansas Bar his magnificent intellect, his sturdy honesty, his
ringing eloquence, early won for him a distinguished position. In the home
circle he was a devoted husband and a loving father.
In public life, an out
spoken partisan, but always sincere in his convictions. Towards his friends
true hearted men can feel, towards his oppo
nents he always maintained an uncompromising position but ever holding due
Firm in his convictions he was ever ready to yield
regard for their opinions.
when shown to be in error.
While his lasting determination was to be just to
Treach
all men. fraud, deceit and hypocrisy filled him with utter abhorrence.
ery in an enemy he could understand, in a supposed friend it would arouse his
strongest indignation. To those at whose hands he had received kindly of
fices, he showed a never ending gratitude.
Towards those who abused his
kindness he exhibited a silent contempt.
To me, almost the only one in the
Order with whom he could claim kinship, he unburdened his heart.
And in
that fierce conflict of a noble soul against conditions not of his own choice nor
of his own fault, but of the misused confidence he had reposed in others, it
was permitted to me to see the true man, a man of sweet simplicity of char
acter, steadfast friendships, overwhelmed by his fate.
With body racked by
pain, but with spirit undaunted, and in faith undying. Leland .Justin Webb,
on the 21st of last February, passed into the Valley of the Shadow of Death.
he showed a love such as only

The Chairman: Brothers, you have heard the biographical sketch. Do
you desire to take any action in regard to it?
Grant W. Harrington, of Kansas: Commander, I move it be incorpor
ated in the proceedings of the Commandery.
second the motion.
M. D. Friedman, of Alabama: Commander.
The Chairman: Brothers, you have heard the motion that the biograph
ical sketch just read embodied in the proceedings of the Commandery-in-Chief .
Are you ready for the question?
Adjutant General Lyon: Mr. Chairman, has the committee of the
Whole power to do that ? Will it not be necessary when the committee rises
for the Commandery to vote lhat the proceedings of the Committee of the
Whole be given a place in the proceedings of the Commandery V The Com
mandery-in-Chief is not supposed to know what occurs here. It is not mater
ial, however.
Surgeon General Wilcox: Mr. Chairman, this meeting was provided
for by the Committee on Officers' Reports, that committee basing its report
in the report of Commander-in-Chief Hall, and
upon the recommendation
think t lie motion is in order.
The Chairman: The Chair will entertain the motion. Are you ready
for the question ? All those in favor of the motion will rise to their feet.
The motion is carried unanimously. General Weeks, of New York, has the
floor.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: (Jeneral Griffin, and brothers of the
Commandery-in-Chief, the remarks that I have to make to you are certainly
The cold black and white of pen and paper are to ine
not reduced to writing.
out of place in any memorial service which springs, as this does, direct from
the heart.
My earliest connection with this Order is brightened by the mem
My first
ory of my acquaintcnceship with our departed Commander-in-Chief.
visit to a National Encampment drew me close to him. and I was honored

I

I

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.
with a place upon his stafT. and his record as your administrative ofticer was
to me. when I succeeded him. the goal of my own ambition. Meeting him not
only here in the Order, but socially upon his visits to the east. I learned to
know him and as all who knew him did. I learned to love him. His devotion
to the Order was ever uppermost in his thoughts.
His devotion to his friends
was second only to his Jove of country and this great Order, which he believed
was the truest exponent of American citizenship. He felt as all good Sons of
Veterans must feel, that the services he rendered to this Order were but the
continuation of the services that had been rendered by our ancestors in the
preservation of this Union.
And with that thought uppermost in his mind,
time, energy, health were all given up for the accomplishment of the end
which

felt most deeply interested in.
not how to speak to you of his many great qualities; those of you
who were fortunate enough to have his personal acquaintance know them as
well as I. Those of you who were not so fortunate must look backward to his
Faithful to
memory, if you can do so, and conceive one of natures noblemen.
every trust reposed in him, proud of his privileges and devoted to his duties
as a citizen and as a member of this Order, able at all times to look every man
in the face because his concience and his record were alike clear. What more
can be said of a man than that? It has always seemed to me that when the
heart, full to overflowing of kind and loving memories of one who has depart
ed, attempts to put into words the expression of those tears of blood which are
wrung from that heart by the loss of that loved one, words are useless. Lan
guage is incapable of expressing the thought and the silent memory is the
truest.
The very highest praise that we can offer Leland J. Webb, who is with
us no more, is the record or his achievements.
The memory of his life must
ever remain with us a monument to his noble nature.
he

I know

W. Y. Morgan, of Kansas: Mr. Chairman. Brother Maddison was se
He is
lected by the Encampment to represent the delegation from Kansas.
not here and we ask permission to substitute Brother Russell.

The Chairman: Certainly,
W. II. RrssELL. of Kansas;

as you choose.

Mr. Chairman and brothers, we of Kansas,
well believe, knew Leland .). Webb the best: so to us perhaps he
Weapwas the dearest of all those who have taken high places in this Order.
We
preeiate him more fully even than those of you who reside elsewhere.
met everywhere throughout the State. He visited the Camps of our Division
oftener perhaps than elsewhere, because they were near his own home. He
did more for his own Division because it was at his door step, but he did more
perhaps than any one man. than any ten men for the Kansas Division, to
Words are idle at this time; they cannot express
make it what it is to-day.
what we feel, but I want to read to you the resolutions that were adopted
by the Kansas Division Encampment this spring which was in session at the
time of his death. The resolutions were adopted at that time by a rising vote
with uncovered head. These resolutions by the Committee on Resolutions.
"Be it further
Rwoleed, That it is with deepest sorrow
that we have learned of
the death of that most illustrious brother, Past Commander-in-Chief Leland
J. Webb. We feel that the Order has lost that brother who more
clearly than all others showed in his every word and deed, that he had en
graved upon his heart, and implanted within his being, the true spirit of
friendship, charity and loyalty, a friendship for all those who called him_

as you may
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"brother." and for the Veterans, that was unwavering in its devotion, and as
constant in its extended hand, Son or Veteran, as is the earth in its revolution;
a charity for all; not only those among our own membership,
but manifested
towards every one with whom he came in contact; a charity, that always ex
tended a helping hand to any needy and deserving one;a charity, that, too, was
always ready to throw over any faults or short-comings, the broad and kindly
mantle of a deep and unfailing love; a friendship and a charity that were
always equal to the task set before them; a friendship that was like the friend
ship of Damon and Pythias; a charity as simple and yet as broad- and deep
and kindly as that of the great preacher w ho said, "though I speak with the
tongues of men and of angles and have not charity am become, as sounding
And he was imbued with a loyalty that held
brass, and a tinkling cymbal."
up the law, as that sacred thing that like the Ark of God of old, is not to be
touched by irreverent hands; a loyalty that spurned upon every attempt to
dethrone its supremacy; a loyalty that knew- no sleeping, no tiring, but was
ever watchful of our interests as an Order.
Leland J. Webb was a brother
who sacrificed his own interests for the Order.
A man w:ho, loved justice,
truth and right.
A man who whether a "private in the ranks"
or "Commander-in-Chief,"
was the embodiment
of all that is good
and noble and manly in a Son of a Veteran; a man who exemplified
in the highest degree the grandest qualities of a hero among the many heroic
May
Americans whose names adorn the highest pages of our history.
God bless thy memory. Brother Leland, and keep it ever green of all Sons of

I

Veterans."

Bartow

S.

Weeks, of New York:

Mr. Chairman,

I

move that tne Com

mittee of the Whole now rise.

W. Raymond, of Illinois: Mr. Chairman, I second the motion.
The Chaikman: Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks now moves that the
Committee of the Whole do now rise. Brother Raymond of Illinois seconds
Are you ready for the question ?
the motion.
William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move an amendment that
these proceedings be reported without further reading to the Commandery-inChief in session, and that the Commandery-in-Chief be requested to order
these proceedings printed in full in the Journal.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Mr. Chairman, I accept the amend
C.

ment.

The Chaikman:

The amendment is accepted. The motion stands then
in the Committee of the Whole be reported
to the Commandery-in-Chief without reading, and that the Commandery-inChief be requested to order the same printed in full in the Journal, and that
the Committee of the Whole do now rise. All those in favor of that motion
will make it known by the usual sign of the Order. Contrary the same sign.
The motion prevails.
as amended, that the proceedings

(Commander-in-Chief Hall assumed command).
The Commander-in-Chief: The report of the Committee on Resolu
tions on the Death of Past Commander-in-Chief Leland J. Webb is next in
order. Past Commander-in-Chief Weeks, who is secretary of the committee,
informs me the report will be forthcoming in a moment.
There is only one other matter before this body and that is the amend
ment to the Constitution which was proposed this morning by Captain Poster
think there is probably sufficient number here now to
of Vermont.
17—

I
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if

every brother would vote.
Commander, will you indulge me in
one motion'?
As Chairman of the Committee of the Whole, which has just
risen. I move you sir, that the proceedings of the Committee of the Whole, in
cluding the biographical sketch, b? embodied in full in the minutes of the pro
ceedings of this Encampment.
C. T. Spaceman, of Illinois:
Commander. 1 second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Past Commander-in-Chief
Griffin and seconded by brother Spackman, of Illinois, that the proceedings in
the Committee of the Whole be incorporated in the proceedings of this En
campment.
Are you ready for the question V
AVilliam E. BrNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I suggest that be taken by a
rising vote.
The Commandek-in-Chief:
As many as are in favor of this motion
will so manifest it by rising to their feet. The motion is carried unanimously.
adopt the amendment

Charles F. Griffin, of Indiana:

WEBB RESOLrTIONS.

Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, the Committee on the
Memorial Service and Resolutions in regard to the life and character of Fast
Commander-in-Chief Leland J. Webb is now ready to report. The committee
begs leave to submit the following resolutions:
IN 1IEMORIAM.
has pleased Almighty God in his inscrutable wisdom to re
move from our ranks Brother Leland J. Webb. Past Commander-in-Chief.
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., be it therefore
lie sol red. That, while we bow to the divine will, we'Cannot refrain from ex
pressing our high esteem of the many virtues, and noble^qualities of mind and
heart as exemplified in the life of our departed brother.
That, there has fallen out of our ranks one whose manhood and character
will bear critical inspection.
When treason and secession threatened our
country, he exemplified on the battlefield in her defense, the highest type of
patriotism and loyalty, as a citizen soldier, and as a member and brother of
our Order, a high ideal of true fraternity.

Whereas, It

That, as a patriot his integrity baffled question or scrutiny, and never
shaped itself to circumstances, but like a rock, stood firm in the days when the
storms threatened to wreck the ship of state.
That,

as a brother and friend he knew no guile, his bosom was transparent
and deep in his heart was rooted a love for his associate brothers of our Order,
as warm and enduring as the radiance of the sun at midday.

That, his fidelity was marked,
lie was not a rover and shifter, playing
fast and loose with duty, but an earnest brother, who having found truth
planted himself upon it with invincible firmness.
That, he was sincere, he could no more bear a sham, than be a sham
self, he had no hiding place even for his faults.

him

That, he was self-sacrificing. Wherever his name was mentioned, you
seemed to hear the beat of a big heart, as one on a steamers deck feels the
throb ot the engine that helps him over the waves, his sympathetic
cheerful
character shone in his countenance and rang in his voice.
That, in his death our Order has lost an honored and much beloved leader
and brother, and each individual brother a warm and sympathetic friend, and
be it further
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"Resolved, that his life and example will ever be an incentive to us all, in
our efforts to exemplify Fraternity. Charity and Loyalty. (Signed).
E. H. M IT.1 1AM.
Geo. B. Abbott.
i r,._
M)mBartow S. Weeks,
[
Reynold W. Wilcox, J
('. W. Raymond, of Illinois: Commander. I move the adoption of these
resolutions by a rising vote, heads uncovered.
E. H. Madison, of Kansas: Commander. I desire to second that motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, it has been moved by Brother
Raymond, of Illinois, seconded by Brother Madison, of Kansas, that we adopt
these resolutions reported by the committee by a rising vote with uncovered
heads. Are you ready for the question? As many as are in favor of the mo
tion will so signify by rising to their feet. The resolutions are thus adopted.

C W. Raymond, of Illinois:
these resolutions

be sent to his

Commander.

I

move you now that a copy of

widow and family.

(Jeorge B. Abbott, (if Illinois:
The Commander-in-Chief: It

Commander,

I

second the motion.

has been moved by Brother Raymond, of
Illinois, and seconded by Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott, that a copy of
these resolutions be transcribed and sent to the widow and family of deceased
Commander-in-Cihef Leland J. Webb. Are you ready for the question? As
many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of
The motion is carried and it is so
Contrary the same sign.
the Order.
ordered.

New business is now in order.

IX RELATION TO SWORD BELTS.
II.

S.

Foster, of Vermont: Commander, I
to Sec. 4. Art. XIII.. Chap. V., of

amendment

now desire to offer again my
the Constitutiona, Rules and

Regulations, to- wit:
To strike out the words "full dress" and insert in lieu thereof
"black leather"; so that the section will read:

Section 4. The officers
scribed by the United States

shall

wear

the black leather
etc.

Army Regulations,

Inspector General Frazke:

Commander,

amendment.

A. Bookwai.ter, of Indiana:
The Commander-in-Chief: It

C.

Commander,

I

the words

sword belts pre

move the adoption of the

I

second the motion.

has been moved by Inspector General
Frazee and seconded by delegate Bookwalter. of Indiana, that the proposed
Brothers, this is a constitutional question and must
amendment be adopted.
receive a two-thirds vote of the^ members accredited to the Encampment.
Are you ready for the question ? As many as are in favor of the motion will
so signify by rising and standing until they are counted.
The Adjutant Gen
Those opposed will now rise. The Adjutant General will re
eral will count.
port the vote.
The Adjutant General: Commander, there are ninety-three in favor
of the amendment; two against it.
The Commander-in-Chiek:
Brothers this amendment to the Constitu
tion is adopted by a vote of ninety-three to two. What is the further pleas
ure of the Commandery.
New business is in order.
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NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
ination and election of officers.

Commander.

I move

we now proceed to nom

Commander. I second the motion.
It is moved by General Abbott and second
ed by Brother Spackman of Illinois, that we now proceed to the nomination and
election of officers. Are you ready for the question ? As many as are in fa
Those
vor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order.
is
so
ordered.
is
and
it
to,
the
same
The
motion
agreed
opposed
sign.
"Walter S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a question of

T. Sfackman, of Illinois:
The Commander-in-Chief:
C.

privilege.

The Commander-in-Chief:

Brother Payne, of Ohio, rises to a question
He may proceed.
Walter S. Payne, of Ohio: Commander, we have been forcibly
reminded today that we are all times in the presence of death.
In this
matter of mine there has been a good deal of feeling pro and con. 1 have no
assurance that I will ever meet with you again, as I belong to the ranks of the
old soldiers who are rapidly passing over the river; and I therefore want to
say to this Encampment from the depths of my heart that I entertain no
animosity or ill will against a soul on earth, that I would not be freely recon
ciled with if I found in them a corresponding disposition.
of privilege.

election of commander-in-chief.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, it has been moved and carried
that we now proceed to the nomination and election of officers.
The Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions for the nomination of
for Commandery-in-Chief.
The Adjutant General began the calling of the roll.

candidates

When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called:

Harry L. Veazey, of Tennessee: Commander,
bama and Tennessee yields the door to Illinois.

the Division of

Ala

George B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, it is with the profoundest
pleasure and satisfaction to myself that
am permitted on this occasion to
ask your support as a candidate for the highest position in this Encampment
for one of the grandest men it has been my pleasure to meet; a brother in whose
heart the interests of the Order lie. closest; a brother who has never been
called upon that he did not respond; a brother whose course in this organiza
tion has been marked by ability, integrity and devotion; a brother who merits
the highest reward that is in your power to bestow; a brother who through
pure patriotism and love of country has devoted more hard work, more ser
ious thought, more disinterested effort for the advancement of this organization
than any brother I can now call to mind; a brother who has never permitted
any business relation or important matter of any kind to keep him away from
any of the National Encampments of the Order since he has been a member:
a brother who has come over six thousand miles to attend this Encamp
ment, who having been away from his family for nearly five months, yet
comes here first to discharge his duty as a Son of a Veteran and a member of
this body. I present to you the name of a brother from New England, a
brother from the grand old state of Massachusetts.
Since the first Com
mander-in-Chief in the person of our illustrious brother. Past Commander-inChief Merrill, New England has never had a Commander-in-Chief within her

I
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Tlie banner state as our Inspector has informed us in numbers of
border.
Camps and completeness of organization, is the state of Massachusetts, and I
now ask that you confer upon that state the honor which she has so well
When you place at the head of the Order the brother I shall nomi
earned.
nate you will have recognized the ability, the devotion, integrity, honor and
hard work. I nominate Brother Joe B. Maccabe, of Boston. (Applause.)
The Adjutant General continued the calling of the roll.
When the Division of Colorado was called:
Harlan Thomas, of Colorado: Commander, the Division of Colorado
gives way to Massachusetts.
Charles K. Darling, of Massachusetts:
Commander, in rising to sec
ond the nomination just made it would be useless for me to attempt to add to
the eloquent words of Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott; and yet no brother
from Massachusetts, when called upon to speak in behalf of the nomination
just made, could fail to find adequate words.
As we have come here year
after year to these Encampments of the Commandery- in-Chief, we have learned
what has been the work of this brother for the Order.
We know that his
labors are written on every page and almost every line of the fundumental
law of this organization. But it is for us who are nearer and closer to him.
to tell you that what Jos. 15. Maccabe is in this Encampment, he is 365
days of the year in his own Division of Massachusetts.
He was one of the
founders of our Division and one of the first Commanders.
His membership
in the House of Lords, as it is termed, has not, as is often the case, removed
him from close touch with the rank and file of the Order.
He has served
within the past few years upon our Division Council, and there his advice as
much as anything else, has laid the foundation of our present prosperity.
And not only that, when I had the honor to command the Division of Massa
chusetts, it was Captain Joe Maccabe.
He took a Camp in our division which
was about to die. and when that Camp was inspected at the close of his term
of otlice it ranked the highest Camp in the Division.
That is what Joseph
B. Maccabe has done for us in the Division; and it is for this that we Jpve
him; for this that we have stood by him in the past, and for this that we
stand by him here today. We ask you to unite with us in lifting him to the
position of Commander-in-Chief. He will give us a business-like and straight
forward administration. He has come, as has been said here, over six thous
and miles to attend this Encampment, and we ask that he shall make the
return jouruey of a thousand as the Commander-in-Chief of this Order.
(Applause.)
When the Division of Kentucky was called:
Fred G. Singleton, of Kentucky: Commander, on behalf of the Divis
ion of Kentucky I wish to second the nomination of Brother Maccabe.
When the Division of Indiana was called:

J.

Xewton McGuire, of Indiana: Commander, in behalf of the Divis
ion of Indiana, I wish to second the nomination of Joseph B. Maccabe.
When the Division of Maryland was called:
Frank A. White of Maryland: Commander,
seconds the nomination of Joseph B. Maccabe.
When the Division of Michigan was called:
George E. Cobsiiall, of Michigan:

the Division

Commander,

line with Joseph B. Maccabe.
When the Division of Minnesota was called:

of Maryland

Michigan

falls in

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

262

E. II. Milham, of Minnesota: Commander, as one of a very few on the
floor of this Encampment who have attended every Encampment of this Or
der since the Encampment at Grand Rapids in 1885,
take great pleasure on
behalf of the Division of Minnesota in seconding the nomination of Joseph 1$.
Maccabe.
When the Division of Missouri was called:
Quartermaster General Lobexsteix: Commander. Missouri sec
onds the nomination of Brother Maccabe.
When the Division of Nebraska was called:
W. B. McArthur, of Nebraska: Commander, on behalf of Nebraska,
I take pleasure in seconding the nomination of Maccabe.
When the Division of New Hampshire was called:
Edwin II. Swktt, of New Hampshire: Commander, the Division of
New Hampshire seconds the nomination of Maccabe.
When the Division of New Jersey was called:
A. L. Sparks, of New Jersey: Commander. New Jersey seconds the
nomination of Brother Maccabe:
When the Division of New York was called:
W. II. Robertson, of New York: Commander. New York seconds the
nomination of Joseph B. Maccabe.
When the Division of Ohio was called:
Dan S. Gardner, of Ohio: Commander, on behalf of the Division of
Ohio I take pleasure in seconding the nomination of Joseph B. Maccabe for

I

Commander-in-Chief.
When the Division of Pennsylvania was called:
Horace M. Lowry, of Pennsylvania: Commander, the Division of Penn
sylvania takes great pleasure in seconding the nomination of Joseph B. Mac
cabe.

When the Division of Rhode Island was called:
W. M. P. Bowkn, of Rhode Island: Commander.
the nomination of Brother Maccabe.
When the Division of Vermont was called:

Rhode

Island seconds

W. E. Terrill, of Vermont: Commander, Vermont seconds the nomi
nation of Brother Maccabe.
When the Division of Washington was called:
E. W. Young, of Washington: Commander,
seconds the nomination of Brother Maccabe.

the Division of Washington

When the Division of West Virginia was called:
E. O. Bower, of West Virginia:
nomination of Brother Maccabe.

Commander.

When the Division of Wisconsin was called:
Harry S. Fn.T.ER. of Wisconsin: Commander.
nomination of Maccabe.

West Virginia seconds the

Wisconsin seconds

the

Charles F. Griffin, of Indiana: Commander. I move you sir that the
Adjutant General be instructed to cast the vote of this Encampment for
J oseph B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts, for Commander-in-Chief.
W.

II. Young, of Indiana:

Commander,

I

desire to second the motion.

The Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved by Past Commander-inChief Griftin, seconded by Brother Young of Indiana, that the Adjutant
(ieneral be instructed to cast the unanimous ballot of this Encampment for
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Joseph B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts,
for Commander-in-Chief for the
ensuing term. Are you ready for the question ?
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Are there any tellers to receive the
ballott?
The Commander-in-Chief: I will appoint as tellers Past Commanderin-Chief Weeks and Abbott. (Laughter). As many as are in favor of this
motion will so signify by rising to their feet. As many as are opposed will
now rise. The motion is carried unanimously, and the Adjutant General is so
instructed.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, the tellers are pleased to
report that Brother Joseph B. Maccabe receives the entire vote of the En
campment for Commander-in-Chief.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, you have heard the report of the
By this report I declare Joseph B. Maccabe, of Massachusetts, unani
tellers.
mously elected as your Commander-in-Chief for the ensuing year. ( Applause.)
Will the tellers kindly escort Brother Maccabe to the rostrum to receive
I desire that
the plaudits, and return the greeting of the Commandery.
the Commandery receive, our honored brother standing when he arrives.
During this little interruption I will appoint as the regular tellers for this
afternoon Brother Drew, of Minnesota, and Young, of Washington; they will
relieve Past Commanders-in-Chief Weeks and Abbott, who were appointed for
the occasion a few moments ago.
The Adjutant General: Commander, a couple of telegrams have been
received at my desk.

Will

you hear them.

CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAMS.
The Commander-in-Chief:

Will the Commandery-in-Chief
telegrams at this time? The Chair hears no objection.
The Adjutant General will read the telegrams.
The Adjutant General read the telegrams as follows:

hear

the

Lincoln. Neb., Aug. 1<>.1893.
Marvin E. Hull. Commander-in-Chief- S. of I'. Headquarters.
Nebraska Department Daughters of Yeterans, extend greeting to
National Encampment S. of V. now assembled.

Nellie

A. Baihd,

Dept. Sec.

Bulah C. Davis, Dept. Pres.
Springfield, Vermont, Aug. 17, 18i)3.
Gen.

Marvin E. Hall, Commander-in-Chief Sons of Veterans, Grand Hotel, ('in.
Regards to all. and continued prosperity for our glorious Order.
H. O. Bixby.

Charles Kinney, of New York: Commander. I move the Adjutant
General be instructed to make suitable answers to the telegrams.
The Commander-in-Chief: That is a matter that will be attended to by
the Adjutant General without motion unless there is an objection.
The Commander-inChief elect, Joseph B. Maccabe, escorted by Past Com
manders-in-Chief George B. Abbott and Bartow S. Weeks entered and were
received by the members of the Commandery-in-Chief, standing.

George B. Abbott, of Illinois:

Mr. Commander, we have the pleasure
of presenting to the Encampment Commander-in-Chief elect, Joseph B. Mac
cabe. of Massachusetts.
A

Brother:

What is the matter with Joseph B. Maccabe?
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Several Brothers:

He's all right, you bet. (Laughter and applause.)
I have the distinguished honor
Brothers.
and great pleasure of introducing to you— though he needs no introduction- your Commander-in-Chief elect. Brother Maccabe. ( Applause.)

The Commander-in-Chief:

ADDRESS OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

Commander-in-Chief

Elect Maccabe:

ELECT.
Commander-in-Chief

and

Brothers, I might say friends, because from the first day 1 took my obligation
as a Son of a Veteran
considered every member of that organization my
friend as I was his. This demonstration today is to me the most distinguished
honor, and most assuredly one of the most distinguished honors that could be
conferred upon anybody, to sit in your gallery, to rank side by side with that
good honest, rugged character. Leland J. Webb, to sit side by side with Bartow
S. Weeks and Marvin K. Hall, and as
love to term him, my good old friend,
Abbott,
(ieorge
and that good old fellow who is known in Xew England as
Gimp— Frank' Merrill. I assure you I consider it no small honor, and I t hank
you again and again.
I would be most ungrateful if were not deeply sensi
ble of the high honor you have conferred upon me. What the outcome of my
administration will be only the Divine Ruler knows, but
can say this with
out conceit, my brothers, that if work, earnest work upon an honest basis will
succeed, then the administration of the man from Boston will be a success. I
hope that it may be. I invoke your earnest assistance.
I am the candidate of
no Division, of no clique, thank God. I am the candidate of the forty thous
and boys. Sons of Veterans of the United States. ( Applause.)
I want to feel
that I have the support, and that if 1 should call upon the humblest member
in the Order for assistence that it will be readily given to me.
am sure that
1 will not hesitate to call upon anybody to help me, because
am only human
and have no doubt I will need your assistance.
Now. with reference to what perhaps might be considered a word of
advice from the new Commander, let me say to the Commanders of Divisions
here present that the coming year will mean hard work. It is possible that
we are facing a linancial crisis the like of which we have never seen in this
God grant that it may not be such, but all business men in this con
country.
vention. I dare say are in sympathy with me when I say as an humble business
man that I am fearful of the times.
Lowering though they may be, I hope
To you boys who sit at the
they will have no effect upon our beloved Order.
helm, the Commanders of the several Divisions, let me say that we must take
off our coats and vests, like our daddies in ISfil and 1865, and the darker the
storm the higher should be our heart-beats, the brighter our eyes.
Our colors
must never droop whether the weather be cloudy or tine. Give me that assur
ance, my brothers, and we will go on in battle array.
I imagine that one
year from today we can say that the Order of the Sons of Veterans has passed
through this crisis, in common with all others in the I'liited States, and that
Let
we will stand upon a firm foundation. How can this be accomplished?
me tell you one simple way.
do not pretend to be, as my good brother from
Kansas says, a wise physician, but I honesly believe that if we get down to
work sincerely, honestly and truly, we can in a measure stop this horrible,

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

How can this leak be stop
dreadful appalling leak— dropped membership.
I will tell you. Divide your Divisions into Districts, such as they have
ped?
in Massachusetts, inspection districts, if you please.
Let some good clever
hustler, or several hustlers, if need be, be assigned to that district; and when
Tom Jones or Brother Smith or Brother A, B or C are dropped from member
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ship let not only the captain of that Cam]) and his Quartermaster and these
aforesaid hustlers get in their work, but let them call upon the dropped broth
ers and find out what is the matter and help them along and insist that they
shall return to their membership in this Organization. That will be the com
mencement of the work upon the part of your Commander-in-Chief, and I
want you to render him all the assistance you can in that respect. I do believe,

this leak can be stopped.
I believe if we take off our coats and look at it like
business men and go to work earnestly and methodically we can stop it.
am becoming prosy, my brothers, but if I should drop a word
Perhaps,
of wisdom in my out-How of prose it might help us out; I am of the opinion
(irmly and honestly that if we call upon all dropped brothers and see them in
dividually, and talk with them and urge upon them their solemn duty to the
Order, and to the memory of their fathers, we will awaken in their breasts new
desires and a new enthusiasm; we will increase and build up an interest in
our organization such as we have never had before. You know that the zeal
of a good true convert is proverbial. Let us get some of that zeal at work.
The old timers, as you might call them, are here year after year; new boys
come in and get into the harness and sometimes the old ones drop out, and
sometimes the new ones drop out. AVe want all hands, new and old to stay
in the Order.
We want lo fight for all we are worth, especially so I say if this
crisis which now threatens, should sooner or later involve us. Then will be
the time to display our executive capacity, our ambition and sentiment and
desires as good citizens.
thank you brother Commander-in-Chief, and every
member of this Commandery.
I can only say may God bless and prosper us
the coming year. (Applause).
Surgeon" General Wilcox: Commander.
move you that we do now
take a recess untill half-past seven o'clock this evening.
Commander-in-Chief: It is now seventeen minutes past three; the
Chairman of the committee on arrangements told us that the parade would
form at half past three. I think it is important that we should give them all
the support and aid in our power in displaying this Order, and that a recess is

I

I

I

necessary.

William

E. Bi:ndy, of Ohio: Commander, the parade is not to start un
o'clock.
If the Commandery can form readily we can transact busi
ness for some little time yet.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, I think it is possible for
us to get through with the election of orlicers before we take a recess.
Surgeon General Wilcox: Commander, I withdraw the motion.
Bartow 8. Weeks, of New York: Commander,
move that we proceed
with the nomination and election of the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.

till four

I

ELECTION

OK SENIOR

VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

Commander-in-chief:

Nominations for Senior Vice Commander-inChief are now in order, without motion. The Adjutant General will call the
roll of Divisions.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called:
Harry L. Veazy, of Tennessee: Commander, the Division of Alabama
and Tennessee give way to Ohio.

William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander-in-Chief

and brothers of the
believe it would he superfluous for any one from Ohio to add
any tribute in words to the brother whom I intend to nominate for this posi
Commandery,

I
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tion— a tribute wells up from the heart of every delegate of this Commanderyin-Chief from the Division of Ohio in his favor. The first meeting that we
had with this distinguished brother of our Order was at that wonderful meet
ing at W heeling. West Virginia, where many of us against his advice as a
good physician, both moral and otherwise— marched down the streets of
Wheeling, not a hundred thousand strong, but forty or fifty of us. to the tune
of "Sea-bright. Sea-bright. Wah Hoo Wah." That was the Encampment to
which all of us turn back our eyes with pleasure, because of the warm wel
come we there received.
One of the faces and one of the voices and one of
the hearts that most impressed itself upon that Commandery-in-Chief was
that of ])r. C. T. Orner of the Division of Illinois. (Applause.) At every
meeting since that time the work and the voice of Brother Orner has been
with us, aiding us in our deliberations, aiding us in wise legislation for the
He has held almost every working posi
benefit of this grand organization.
tion in his Camp. He has held many of the working positions in the Order,
but has had but little of the honor to which he is rightfully entitled.
He has
tilled every position from Camp Guard of his Cam]) to Camp Council, and has
been a member of the Council-in-Chief of this Order; and he was colonel of
that magnificent Division of Illinois at the time when she was unjustly claim
ing credit over Ohio for being on top. Now we have lost, and we are willing
to waive all these little prejudices that we used to have against the Division
of Illinois because there are one or two or the three other Divisions that have
made it very interesting for us since that time, and we have joined hands
across the bloody chasm of Indiana to tight New York. Pennsylvania and
(Applause, i There is another reason why we are here today
Massachusetts.
advocationg the unanimous selection of the Division of Illinois for Senior
We have done well so far.
Vice Commander-in-Chief of this organization.
Let us put right back of that grand leader and magnificent worker in this
Order whom we have just elected Commander-in-Chief, one who has a record,
not only in this organization but in the army and in the service of his country
in defence of the grand old stars and stripes which we all love, to which we
owe our best allegiance.
One who has so served. I say. has commended him
self to the brothers of this Order; to the comrades in the Grand Army of the
Republic, to all those who marched shoulder to shoulder in that grand
cause. (Applause.) Elect Colonel Orner to the position of Vice Commanderin Chief; put him shoulder to shoulder with grand old .)oe Maccabe. whom I
knew in this Order before I had the honor to attend my first Encampment at
Des Moines, and whose leadership I followed at that time and for quite awhile
in other Encampments -although once or twice we have drifted slightly
apart since (laughter) -put Orner shoulder to shoulder with Joe Maccabe. and
then when the proper time comes General Griffin of Indiana will tell you who
to nominate for Junior Vice Commander, and you will find that notwithstand
ing the possibility of hard times, you will have officers who will push this
great organization to the front and stop the leakage that has been distressing

(Applause.)
When the Division of Illinois was called:
George B. Abbott, of Illinois: Ccmmar.der. Illinois wishes to second
the nomination of Brother Orner.
When the Division of Iowa was called:
J. Owen Smith, of Iowa: Comander. Iowa seconds the nomination of
Brother Orner.
When the Division of Maryland was called:
us.
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Frank A. White, of Maryland: Commander. Maryland seconds the
nomination of Brother Orner.
When the Division of Michigan was called:
C. J. Post, of Michigan:
Commander. Micnigan takes pleasure in second
ing the nomination of Orner.
When the Division of New York was called:
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander, in spite of the strong
combination formed by Ohio, Illinois and Indiana to down New York. Massa
chusetts and Pennsylvania New York wants to unite in all good wotk; and
therefore on behalf of the Division of New York I second the nomination of
Brother Orner, of Illinois. If they can down us all right but we don't think
they can.

When the Division of Pennsylvania was called:
H. M. Lowry, of Pennsylvania: Commander, the Division of Pennsyl
vania seconds the nomination of Brother Orner.
When the Division of Iowa was called:
J. D. Rowen, of Iowa: Commander, I move you that the Adjutant Gen
eral be authorized to cast the entire vote of this Encampment for Brother C.
T. Orner, of Illinois, for Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief of this Organization.
Cedric (I. Marsh, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the Adjutant
(ieneral be authorized to cast the entire vote of this Encampment for Brother C.
T. Orner of Illinois, for S?nior Vise Commander-in-Chief of this Organization.
Are you ready for the question V Those in favor of the motion will so signify
by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Those opposed the same sign. The
motion is agreed to, and it is so ordered.
The Adjutant (ieneral will so cast the vote of the
tellers will report the result.

Commandery and the

Francis G. Drew, of Minnesota: Commander, the tellers beg leave to
report that they find the entire vote of the Encampment cast for C. T. Orner
for Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.
The Commander-in-Chief: The tellers announce that the ballot of the
Encampment has been cast as instructed through the Adjutant General for
C. T. Orner for Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, and I now declare him duly
elected Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief for the ensuing year. ( Applause and
calls for "Orner," "Orner.") Brothers, I have the honor and pleasure of intro
ducing to you this well known fac^. Brother Orner, of Illinois.
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief

Elect Orner:

Commander,

and

brother Sons of Veterans, I thank you for the honor you have extended to me
There is no position in the Order from Camp guard to Commander-intoday.
Chief that is not an honor to the person receiving it. It is especially honor
able in this instance from the fact that it is at the request of my own State
that I have become a candidate for this position, and the honor is not to me
so much as it is to the State I represent.
I am proud to be here as a represen
tative from the State of Illinois. I am still more proud to be here as your
future Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. I can assure you, brothers, that the
efforts made by grand old Joe Maccabe to increase the efficiency and membership
of this Order will meet with the hearty co-operation of your Senior Vice. I will
spend all the time that can be possibly spent in extending our usefulness, in
keeping the brothers together, and in bringing back those that have strayed;
so that in the near future Ohio. Indiana and New York may look out for
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their laurels.
upon me.

Again, let me return my thanks for the honor you have conferred

( Applause).

ELECTION

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
The Commander-in-Chief: dominations for Junior Vice Commanderin-Chief are now in order; the Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll:
When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called:
Harry L. Veazey, of Tennessee: Commander, the Division of Alabama
and Tennessee gives way to Indiana.
Charles F. Griffin, of Indiana: Commander and brothers, you have
probably observed that when Ohio. Indiana and New York combine they get
there. (Applause). That seems to have been the combination according to
statements today.
The millennial has almost been reached it would seem, in
the deliberations of this body, when we can proceed to the election of the high
est officers in our Order by a unanimous vote. (Applause). It is something
unheard of. Whether it is because of the hard times i laughter), or, as broth
er B^okwalter suggests, fr.'e coinage 6f silver (laughter). I will not undertake
to say; but it is a remarkable fact, something unheard of in the history of the
Order, and a thing upon which we are to be congratulated; not only upon
that fact but also in the choice of brothers to fill these two high and impor
OF

tant positions.

Now without further comment, for tini? is short, lam commissioned by
the state of Ohio; by the delegates of the state of Ohio, in their name, and
speaking I believe the sentiments of all who are present at this Commanderyin-Chief, as a compliment to the grand old Buckeye Division, as a recognition
of her hospitality to us upon this occasion, and as the following out of the
custom and usage of this Organization, which has become almost a law. I
place in nomination for Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief a member of the
Executive Committee of this city, one of the most active in the entertain
ment and reception of this body, a resident of the city of Cincinnati and onr
of the most patriotic and enthusiastic brothers of the Order in or out of the
state; a young man who traveled one hundred and sixty miles in order to find
a Camp through which he might become mustered into the Order l>ecause
there was none at home; a son of a sailor and not a soldier, and therefore a
representative of that Division of the Order which we had seldom recognized.
I place in nomination Brother Frank 0. Wilkinson, of the city of Cincinnati.
(Applause.)

I do not desire it to be understood that I nominate him simply and solely
compliment to the state of Ohio; I nominate him also because he is wor
thy of the distinction and merits the honor.
He is a man of ability, old
enough to have reason and ripe judgment, and young enough to be active
and energetic and capable.
We will do ourselves proud by electing him as the
third member of the trio which is to lead us through the next year.
R. Shaw Van, of Iowa: Commander, I believe there will be no opposi
tion to this nomination and in order to facilitate matters here and shorten up
our proceedings I move that the Adjutant General be instructed to cast the
unanimous vote of this Encampment for this brother for the position of
as a

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief.
W. Ii. Cooper, of Tennessee:
The Commander-in-Chief:

Commander. I second the motion.
It is moved by Brother Shaw Van, in as
much as there are no other candidates to be presented, and seconded by Brother
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that the Adjutant General be instructed to cast the ballot of this
Encampment for Brother Frank O. Wilkinson, of Ohio, for Junior Vice Com
mander-in-Chief. As many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by
the usual voting sign of the Order.
The
Those opposed the same sign.
motion is agreed to and it is so ordered.
Commander, the tellers report the entire
E. W. Young of Washington:
ballot of the Commandery cast for Brother Frank (). Wilkinson for Junior
Vice Commander-in-Chief.
The Commander-in-Chief: The tellers report that the Adjutant Gen
eral has cast the unanimons ballot of the Encampment for Frank O. Wilkin
son for Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief for the ensuing year as per your in
structions; and I therefore declare him duly elected.
Cooper,

ELECTION

OF MEMBERS OF

COrNCTL-IN-CHIEF.

George W. Pexximax, of

Commander, I move that we
Massachusetts:
proceed to the election of Council-in-Chief.
The Commander-in-Chief: That is the regular order, and the motion
is not necessary.
Nominations are now in order for members of the Councilin-Chief. The Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called:
Harry L. Veazey, of Tennessee: Commander, the Division of Alabama
and Tennessee gives way to Ohio.
Inspector General Frazee: Commander, it is with a great deal of
pleasure that rise on behalf of the Ohio delegation to place in nomination
for a position on the Council-in-Chief a gentleman whom you have not heard
a good deal from in this Encampment, but who has done as much or more for
the Order than many men who have spoken.
During the dark days when we
had no money at our command, when it required the utmost effort and increas
ing diligence to keep the Order together at all, his untiring energy and the
manner in which he conducted the affairs of his office during his administra
tion as Commander alone put the Order upon its feet. lie was its first Com
mander-in-Chief, and he secured a recognition of the benefits to be derived by
membership in it. I believe that it is proper that this Commandery-in-Chief
should recognize the services he rendered at that time, and honor this brother
with a position on the Council-in-Chief.
believe he will bring to that posi
tion the necessary energy, care and business qualifications. It is one of the
most responsible places we have to fill, and as a man qualified to fill the posi
tion I take great pleasure in nominating Past Commander-in-Chief Frank P.

I

I

Merrill, of Maine. (Applause.)
Whe the Division of New York was called:
Bartow .S. AVeeks, of New York: Commander, in presenting the name
of the candidate that New York desires you to consider favorably I will
It is of the most importance, it
occupy as little of your time as possible.
seems to me -and the brothers who have carefully watched the work of the
Commandery-in-Chief must appreciate it— that members of the Council-inChief should bs men of good judgment; men of business ability, and men
Having those three
who are familiar with the workings of the Order.
requirements in mind New York presents for your consideration the name of
John V. B. Clarkson. He has been a faithful worker in the Order from the
He knows all the routine work of the Commandery-in-Chief.
very beginning.
He is the Past Quartermaster General and during the last year has been a
I feel certain that I am betraying no confi
member of the Council-in-Chief.
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I state lie has been one of the most valuable assistants of the
Commandery-in-Chief. Being connected with a business house in New York
in which money is of very great importance, and as at this time it has to be
watched as one watches molasses in fly time, he is unfortunately unable to be
lie has
with you today; but he has kept in touch with all your proceedings.
made arrangements for transportation, and up to the very last moment hoped
to be here. I hope that next year he will still have the opportunity to be with
you as a member of the Commandery-in-Chief. (Applause.)
When the Division of Illinois was called:
GEORGE B. ABBOTT, of Illinois: Commander, it has been a custom for
several years almost to place upon the Council-in-Chief either the Adjutant
General or the Quartermaster General of the retiring administration in order
to secure the abvantage of his knowledge and help in business matters that
come over from the old council to the new. It lias worked most excellently in
the past, and in accordance with that custom, as it will place upon our Coun
cil a brother eminently fitted to fill the position. I take pleasure in nominating
the present Adjutant General Brother Elias 1'. Lyon, of Michigan.
When the Division of Indiana was called:
Commander, on behalf of no one Divis
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:
ion, because I have not been authorized or asked to speak for them. 1 desire to
place before this Encampment a brother whose name is a household word in
every Camp of the organization: I desire to place before this Kncampment as
for the position of a member of the Council-in-Chief a brother
a candidate
whose services in the past in behalf of this Order cannot be ranked as second
to those of any other brother: I desire to place before you. brothers, a member
of this Order who will in the discharge of his duty maintain the highest staudard that has been established in years that have gone by. Without further
words, on behalf of the Order universally. I nominate Past Commander-inChief Honorable Charles F. Griffin.
When the Division of Iowa was called:
George B. Gray, of Iowa: Commander, in behalf of the Iowa Division
I rise to second the nomination of Clarkson, of New York.
When the Division of Kansas was called:
W. Y. Morgan, of Kansas: Commander, in behalf of the Division of
Kansas I second the nomination of Clarkson of New York.

dence when

When the Division of Maine was called:

Merrill,

of Maine: Commander, the Division of Maine
Charles E.
seconds the nomination of Past Commander-in-Chief Frank P. Merrill.
When the Division of Massachusetts was called:
Commander, after the nomi
William A. Stevens, of Massachusetts:
nating I speeches which have been heard here today I feel that no words of
mine in favor of the candidate whom I shall present for a position on the
Council-in-Chief would insure his election: I know the brothers of this Com
mandery-in-Chief; I have been with them before, and 1 am satisfied by the
votes that have been cast in Encampments heretofore that it does not take
eloquence to elect a man. Therefore, in behalf of a dear and esteemed friend
of mine 1 wish to present for your consideration as a candidate for a position
on the Council-in-Chief one who is absent from this convention, but only ab
sent by reason of the fact that he is confined to his bed; one who had made all
arrangements to be here, but unfortunately is suffering today with a fractured
leg; one who is eminently qualified to fill the position of member of the Coun
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cil-in-Chief by reason of his experience as the financial secretary of one of the
largest manufacturing companies in the world; one whose face is familiar to
most of you. tine who has done service in the Order, one who is recognized by
Sons of Veterans and by comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic; broth
ers, I ask your votes in favor of Past Colonel Theodore A. Barton, of Rhode
Island, and I take great pleasure in behalf of the Division of Massachusetts
in placing him in nomination.
When the Division of Minnesota was called:
E. II. Miljiam, of Minnesota: Commander, on behalf of the Division of
Minnesota I take great pleasure in seconding the nomination for member of
the Council-in-Chief of that loyal prince of good fellows, the first Commanderin-Chief of this Order, Frank P. Merrill, of Maine.
When the Division of Missouri was called:
Commander, Missouri desires to sec
B. W. Frauenthal, of Missouri:
ond the nomination of Past Commander-in-Chief Griffin.
When the Division of Pennsylvania was called:
R. M. J. Heed, of Pennsylvania: Commander. Pennsylvania never placed
a man in nomination through sentiment, and they never seconded the nomina
tion of any brother through sentiment.
On behalf of the Division of Pennsyl
vania I take the greatest pleasure in seconding the nomination of my old
friend. Past Commander-in-Chief Frank P. Merrill, of Maine.
When the Division of Rhode Island was called:
Willim M. P. Bowen, of Rhode Island: Commander and brothers, on
behalf of the Division of Rhode Island. I take great pleasure in seconding the
nomination of Theodore A Barton. His name is so well known and his emi
nent services in the Order so generally recognized that I hardly need to refer
to them. Hut there are a few members who are not so familiar with his rec
ord and to them I will say that he is a brother well known in Rhode Island, a
man whose services to the Order have been invaluable.
I fear that some
nominations have been made today as a matter of compliment, but gentlemen,
I assure you that when Theodore A. Barton takes hold of anything it goes.
He is a man who is square in all his acts and eminently fitted for any
position, he is a Past Commander of our own Division and a Past Commander
of the Department of the G. A. R.,and has served most acceptably as Colonel
on the Staff of the -Governor of Rhode Island. Therefore 1 ask you to support
him, not only because the Division of Rhode Island has never had an office in
the Commandery-in-Chief. but because he is a man who reflects great credit
and honor on the Order.
When the Division of Vermont was called:

George E.
ion of Vermont

Terrill,

Commander, on behalf of the Divis
of Vermont:
I take pleasure in seconding the nomination of Frank P.

Merrill of Maine.
The Adjutant General concluded calling of the roll of Divisions.

William E. Bttndy, of Ohio: Commander. I move yon that this
do now take a recess until 8 o'clock and thirty minutes this
Kncampment
evening.
M. D. Friedman, of Alabama: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, it is moved and seconded that the
Encampment do now take recess until half past seven o'clock this evening.
You know who we are to recieve at that time, and I trust every brother will
be here, out of courtesy to these distinguished comrades of the G. A. R.
As
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many as are in favor of recess
Those opposed the same sign.
takes recess until 7:30 p. m.

will so signify by the usual sign of the Order.
The motion is agreed to and the Encampment

THURSDAY EVENING SESSION.
The Commander-in-Chief:

7:30 o'clock r. m.
The Encampment will please come to order

and the Adjutant General will call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll. (Roll call 10. )
Thh Commander-in-Chief:
The first business before the Encampment
this evening, in regular order, is the election of the Council-in-Chief, nomina
tions having been closed the last thing before the adjournment. The candi
dates are past Commanders-in-Chief Merrill and Griffin, Adjutant General E.
P. Lyon and Brothers J. V. 15. Clarson and Theodore A. Barton.
Commander, as one of the candidates
Frank P.
of Maine:
nominated I would consider it a favor if I may be excused from voting.
The Commander-in-Chief:
The brother will be excused from voting
unless there be objection.
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: There is no reason why this brother
should not vote for two members of the Council.
Charles F. Griffin, of Indiana: Commander, under the circumstances
I will also ask to be excused from voting.
The Commander-in-Chief: Unless there is objection, where a candi
date dssires to be excused from voting the Chair will rule that that may be
permitted.
The Adjutant General also requests that he be excused from voting.
The Adjutant General will call the roll. In the absence of Brother Drew,
of Minnesota, one of the tellers,
will appoint Brother A. B. Spink, of Rhode
Island. The tellers will immediately repair to the Adjutant General's desk,

Merrill,

I

and keep a record of the vote as it is announced.
Each delegation will rise
when called and the Chairman of the delegation announce the vote.
Commander, under the action taken by this
G. II. IIcrlbut, of Illinois:
I
I
will
be
permitted to vote with my Division in this
Comniandery.
presume
election.
The Commander-in-Chief: Yes sir.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
When the vote of the Division of Maine was announced:
Bartow S. Weeks, of New York: Commander. I should like to have
the delegation from Maine polled.
Quartermaster General Loebenstein: Commander, 1 ask by what
right Past Commander Weeks asks for a polling of the delegation from Maine ?
The Chair rules that only a member of the
The Commander-in-Chief:
Maine delegation can call for a polling of the vote of the Maine delegation.
The tellers announced the vote as follows:
J. V. B. Clarkson, 73; Theodore A. Barton. 50; Charles F. Griffin. 39;

Elias P. Lyon 65; Frank P. Merrill, 03.
The Commander-in-Chief:
Brothers Clarkson.

Merrill and Lyon, hav-
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ing each received a majority of the votes cast, are hereby duly elected as
members of the Council-in-Chief for the ensuing year.
Charles F. Griffin, of Indiana: Commander, 1 move you that the

election of the three brothers named be made unanimous.
second the motion.
Commander,
(}. S. Kling, of New York:
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved by Past Commander-in-Chief
Griffin, seconded by Brother Kling, of New York, that the election of the
As many as are in favor of the
three brothers named be made unanimous,
motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Contrary, the
therefore declare the
same sign. Brothers, you have made it unanimous.
three brothers named, Clarkson, Merrill and Lyon, unanimously elected as

I

I

members of the Council-in-Chief.

RECEPTION OF DEPARTMENT COMMANDER, L.

H.

WILLIAMS.

I

am
Commander,
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Orner:
requested to announce that L. II. Williams, Department Commander, of
Ohio, and Dr. Booth, an Aid on the Staff of Commander-in-Chief Weissert. are
waiting to be received by the Commandery-in-Chief.

I will appoint, as a committee to receive
escort the distinguished gentlemen to this room, Brothers Bundy, and
Past Commander-in-Chief Marks. These brothers will retire and perform that
duty.
The committee retired and returned escorting the visitors already an
nounced.
have
William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander-in-Chief and brothers,
the honor to introduce to you, and to this Encampment, Honorable L. II.
Williams, of Ripley, Department Commander, of Ohio, G. A. It., and one of
the best friends that this organization ever had. He is accompanied by Dr.
Booth, who is an Aid on the Staff of Commander-in-Chief Wiessert, who, un
fortunately, as will be explained by comrade Williams, cannot be present.
(Applause).
The Commander-in-Chief: Please escort the comrades to the Command
er's station.
The Commander-in-Chief:

and

I

Commander Williams, representing the Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons
of Veterans in Twelfth Annual Encampment assembled, I extend to you the
greetings of our Order, and thank you for your attendance here tonight, ac
knowledging the claims the Order has upon you and upon your comrades; and
thanking you for your generous presence here in acknowledgemnt of those
We greet you and welcome you into our ranks. Brothers, I have the
claims.
pleasure of introducing to you the distinguished Commander of the depart
ment of Ohio, G. A. R., L. II. Williams.
(Applause).

commander Williams' address.

Department

Williams: Commander and brotherssome of you are comrades also— it is an exceeding pleasure to meet with the
representatives of this Order throughout the whole country.
am always
glad to be with the Sons of Veterans from Ohio, and am more than glad to
have the opportunity of meeting the representatives from all the Divisions of
the United States. It has caused me some little effort to get here in time, and
thought after all my trouble
was going to fail. As you know whenever
you have a point that you are especially anxious to make by a certain time,
the train is sure to get behind.
We have got here, but have not had time to
Commander

I

I

I

I

.
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get the dust off yet, nor to get any refreshments;
but we soldiers and Sons of
Veterans can make campaigns without mucli refreshment, if necessary: al
though there comes a time when we like to be refreshed.
I made an effort to
get the Commander-in-Chief to visit you and thought I had succeeded. He
was with me yesterday, and last night at a meeting in Stark county, and we
had a Camp-fire at Canton last night.
He left the Department of California
on Saturday especially to meet me at Canton.
lie had been on the Pacific
Slope for some two or three weeks and had not had the opportunity of being
home, or I certainly would have had him with us tonight, lie had been away
from home so long that he thought it was necessary for him to go there at
once.

When I look over this body, representative of the Order of the Sons of
Veterans of the United States, I am led to believe that our country, that our
Hag. that everything that is loyal and patriotic will be well cared for in the
future by the loyal Sons of this country.
I am rather an enthusiast in regard
I think they stand side by side with
to the Order of the Sons of Veterans.
the Order of the Grand Army. One of our principal duties is to teach loyalty
and patriotism. We are at the age in life when we are passing the downward
slope, and it will not be many years until there will not be any material for
the Grand Army of the Republic to recruit from. One by one the old comrades
are falling into line and passing over the river and pitching their tents there
never to return.
It will not be long until the bugle will sound "Lights out,"
and when the last one is gone, who is better prepared, who has a more loyal
heart, who has the love of country more deeply em plan ted in their breasts,
than the Sons of the Veterans of the late war.
While we are passing the
downward slope we want you boys to assist us in teaching patriotism and loy
alty in this country. We want to stand by you while we remain. We want
you to stand by us while we are with you. and when we are gone, when there
is not a Post of the Grand Army of the Republic left, we want you to take up
the Hag and carry it along as your fathers carried it. 1 say that our country
is safe so long as we have loyal and patriotic boys, the Sons of Veterans.
I
only wish that I could meet with the Sons of Veterans all over this land, and
I was surprised when I
especially those who are not members of the Order.
visited certain localities where they ought to have thrifty, growing Camps of
Sons of Veterans and found, through the lethargy of the boys the Camps can

If you could get them together, if they could be under the
scarcely survive.
influence of those who belong to and see the necessity and the benetit to be
derived from connecting themselves with this Order 1 think you would not be
troubled with taking up the charteri of Camps.
Vou have the material to
draw upon. The only trouble is to get the boys to understand that it is t heir
patriotic duty to belong to the Order. I do not know how best you could get
at it, but all the Sons of Veterans ought to belong to Camps and all the Camps
ought to thrive. Ohio ought to do much better than she is doing in the Order.
Everywhere I go during the coming year, wherever I attend a reunion, wher
ever I visit a Post, I shall make it my duty to encourage the boys— the Grand
Army boys I mean — to influence their sons to unite with the Order of the
Sons of Veterans. (Applause).
A soldier of the late war who has an honorable discharge, who is eligible
to be a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, has no right, has no busi
ness not to belong to the Order.
It is his duty to belong. It is the same way
with our sons. Every son of a veteran who is eligible to become a member of

1
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I

[

I

if

I

I

it,

the Order ought to unite with the Order.
If there ever was a time in this
country when the boys ought to stand shoulder to shoulder with their fathers
remembering
what it cost to maintain the Hag in the days of 'til and 't>5 it
certainly is now. Boys, when you go to your homes in the various States
go home with renewed energy and see to it that no son of a veteran in your
neighborhood who is eligible to membership in the Order remains out of it. if
you can influence him to go in. (Applause).
I want Colonel Gardner, who is Commander, of the Ohio Division, to have
a successful year, and believe that he will have
am
can assist him
and
going to do so.
have been many places since
now
assumed the position

a

a

I

I I

if

I

I

I

I

is

a

a

is

I

it

I

can do the order any
occupy, and expect to be many more, and wherever
Why? Because
shall.
is the Order that must stand for us. Our
good
boys are getting too old. They cannot climb upstairs and attend Post meet
ings much longer; and we want the assistance of the boys now. AVe want
them to stand by us as we have stood by them, and as we will be able to do
nothing more pleasing than to know that we have
for sometime yet. There
an Order of the character here before me. Your principles are founded upon
just rock that no tide, no storm, no cyclone can come against yon that
such
will cause your institution to totter and fall to the ground.
You are only in
your infancy as an order yet. You have material coming on every year, boys
coming to the proper age to become
member of your Order, as Dr. Booth
and all my old comrades all over the I'nited States have done their duty since
large crop of Sons of Veterans
certainly
they came out of the war. there
coming on yet. (Applause).
believe the doctor didn't do anything in that
line; he simply prepared to assist the Order of the Ladies' Aid Society (ap
plause)— the next best thing he could do; but had an eye to this business
and have been able to supply both Orders.
have
son that belongs to your
Order, and
have two daughters that belong to the Ladies' Aid Society, and
would, of course, have prepared them for one or the other,
had any more

if

it

I

if

is

I

is

a

I

a

is

for want them to belong.
pretty good
tell you the Ladies' Aid Society
thing for the boys, and the Woman's Relief Corps is
pretty good thing for
us.
Although some of the boys say they can get along better without them.
tell you this world
would not be worth living in
so constituted that
not one of you here that would want to
they were taken out of it. There
live in this world
we did not have lots of nice, good looking sweet girls and
women in it. If they take them away the country would not need the Grand
do not
Army any longer, the Grand Army would not stay any longer and
believe the Sons of Veterans would want to stay any longer.

it

a

a

it

I

it

it

is

I

it

I

I

is

a

I

I

I

Now perhaps
am talking too long and detaining you from your business,
but can say to you that am exceedingly glad to have had this opportunity
of being once present at National Encampment of one of the grandest Or
ders that our country now
blessed with.
hope that when you disperse to
go to your homes you will not become discouraged.
know there are troubles
in this State and
so in most States, and sometimes you have rea
presume
son to be'discouraged;
you see so many boys that are eligible to be members
of the Order who make excuses and say they do not want to belong to
that
those of you who have the Order at heart cannot help feeling discouraged.
But ask you not to be discouraged.
Your Order will still exist, and
will
grow from year to year, and as the years advance and as the Grand Army be
comes fewer and fewer in numbers, your Order will increase and
will be
great privilege to be
member of it, and
will come to be so regarded by
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They will consider it a great privilege to join so
every boy who is eligible.
noble,
grand, so
(Applause).
so loyal, so patriotic an Order.

The Commander-in-Chief: Commander Williams having already voiced
to you my sentiments and personal feeling, speaking now for the Order I rep
have
resent, I want to say still further that during the past years everywhere
been
have found the Grand Army as enthusiastic for us as you appear to be.
We have been treated with courtesy and kindness and encouragement and we
thank you for this testimony on your part; and now on behalf of the incoming
administration, which will have intimate relations with the Grand Army of
the Republic, 1 want to introduce to you and to your comrade Dr. Booth, the
Commander-in-Chief elect, Joseph B. Maccabe. of Massachusetts.

I

I

You know

boys, that

speaks best when his speech is impromptu, and
he would be called upon.
Elect, B. Maccabe: Commander, gentlemen

Joe

I have given him no notice

Commander-in-Chief

that

J.

of the (Jrand Army and brothers -There was once upon a time a man who in
He had
the course of his varied experience was compelled to visit a morgue.
lost a brother, or some member of his family, who was inclined to be a trifle
wild. It seems that his brother had been absent for a couple of weeks and in
the course of that time this man began to think that possibly his brother John
had passed over the silent river, and with that idea in his head he visited the
police station and lastly the morgue.
lie saw a body laid out there that he be
lieved to be the body of his brother John. He looked at the body and said.
"Yes, that is poor John; let me look at his clothing." lie inspected his cloth
ing and that only confirmed him in the belief that it was John s body, and he
was about to give orders to the morgue keeper, when he recollected that John
had some peculiar gold lillings in his teeth, and he said to the morgue keeper.
"Will you kindly open the corpse's mouth and let me look at his teeth V" The
morgue keeper did so and a smile passed over the visitor's face and he said,
"That is not my brother John," and then made his exit; and the morgue keep
er, who happened to be a son of the Emerald Isle, put his hands in his pockets
and looked at the body and said, "Ye dom fool ye. if you'd only kape your
mouth shut you'd had the foinest funeral of any man that iver lived in Bos
(Laughter.)
ton."
Now, I do not know what to say, but I want to say one thing as a son of
a soldier, that I thank Commander Williams from the bottom of my heart for
the support and the ringing words that he has uttered tonight, which have
not always been accorded to us by the Grand Army of the Republic. There
are many department Commanders of the Grand Army of the Republic today
that absolutely know nothing of the correct principles of the Sons of Veterans,
or anything about them except that there is such an organization; and the
presumption on their part is that they are sons of Union soldiers. Beyond
that meager bit of information they absolutely know nothing of what the Or
der is and what its purpose is. But there are some loyal men in this country;
thank God scores of them, like our good friend Commander Williams, who
will help us build up this Order and make it one of these days the successor of
the men whose memory it is our duty to protect when they have crossed the
Silent River.
Such of my brothers as are newspaper men, as belong to that grandest pro
fession that the. world knows, men who earn their living by the sweat of their
thumb and forefingers, as I do myself, know that oftentimes sentiments will
crop out in certain journals that are incompatible with true patriotism. I do
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not care, my brethren, who the soldier is, be he a poor fellow who fought in
the ranks or be he a general, it is our solemn duty to protect his memory
against the attacks of anybody, be he journalist or be he a pettifogger in any
other walk of life. (Applause). As a son of Massachusetts I cannot help but
remember when General Benjamin F. Butler, one of the greatest patriots this
country ever saw (applause), when the Divine Commander called him to final
settlement and he was mustered out on the grand parade ground, what did
certain newspapers of this country do? Why, they published such miserable,
low-lived rhetoric, as, "The Beast is D?ad." That was th.3 caption at t'.ie head
of several columns. I received a copy of a Cincinnati paper sent me by the
Honorable Department Commander, Williams, present on the floor here, that
contained a clipping from a paper published in another part of this country
wherein a violent attack was made upon the memory of General Butler. I tell
you it made my blood boil to read it.
Now understand me, I am not shaking the bloody flag. Nothing of that
I am simply setting forth here to you certain facts which I know, which
I read myself. The attack made upon General Butler was generally copied
in our local press in Massachusetts, and I tell you that every loyal son of the
grand old Bay State rose with indignation against the attack. They say Gen
eral Butler was a beast. If cleanliness sits next to Godliness, New Orleans to
day comps pretty near b?ing in that position because of General Butler's visit
You know the condition New Orleans was in when he went there, and
there.
you know the condition it was in when he left it.
Now, my brothers, that is one thing.
Another little feature can be per
formed by the Sons of Veterans that will win the admiration and esteem of
the Grand Army of the Republic. In this country, south of Mason and Dix
on's line, there are thousands of graves that on Memorial Day are not deco
rated.
The Sons of Veterans of Massachusetts have taken the initiative in
this respect, and last Memorial Day sent down thousands of flags to be placed
upon the graves of our fathers' comrades. The Sons of Veterans have got to
drop this bass drum style of helping each other, if you please, and do some
thing for the loyal dead. In the first place they must protect the memory of
the dead, and in the next place they must see that the graves at least are sur
mounted with Old Glory in miniature or in floral form on every Memorial
Day; and the time is none too long now to perfect yourself in the greatest
work that man or woman knows of. to wit:
Charity. Let us commence to
perfect ourselves in that work, and in that way we will win the admiration
and esteem of every Grand Army man in this country; and when they know,
as our friend, Commander Williams does, that we are in earnest and that we
mean to protect their memories, then everybody in this grand country -the
grandest country that the world ever saw, and I know what 1 am speaking
about— then everybody, every Grand Army man, every loyal man in this coun
try will say the Sons of Veterans are doing their duty. We thank you Com
mander Williams, for your good words, for your words of encouragement, for
your helpful words of sympathy, and we hope sir, that your road and the road
of your comrades may lead though the pleasant valley of success; and that we
may meet often; that we may learn to love and respect each other, though we
are boys and you are men, and that we may, should the emergency ever arise,
stand shoulder to shoulder against the foes of Old Glory. (Applause.)
sort.

The Commander-in-Chief:
mandery-in-Chief assembled,

I

Comrade Williams, in behalf of the Comdesire that you carry with you the greetings of
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this body when you meet with your department.
Say to them that the Conimandery-in-Chief appreciates your visit with us, and that we regard and we
appreciate the work which has been done by your comrades in the state of
Ohio for our Order.
Brothers what is your further pleasure?
IX REFERENCE

TO

DEPOSITING

THE FUNDS OF THE ORDER.

I would like
Commander,
that I tried to bring up before ad
journment. The outgoing Council -in-Chief authorized the deposit of the funds
I desire to
of the Order with the Union Trust Company, of Chicago. Illinois.
have a ruling as to whether this authorization still holds good, or whether a
new authorization is necessary by this Commandery-in-Chief.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair would rule that until changed by
the incoming Commander and Council-in-Chief the authority conveyed to the
Quartermaster General by the outgoing Council-in-Chief will remain in full
force and effect, as the voice and decision of this Encampment. Unless there
be objection it will be so ordered.
The Chair hears no objection ]and it is so
Quartermaster General Loebenstein:

the Encampment to consider this matter

ordered.

C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:
Commander. I have a resolution to in
offer it I want with your permission to say a word or two
troduce, but before
in explanation. I intended to present the resolution before we took up the
order of elect ion of officers, i
The Commander-in-Chief:
Brother Bookwalter will yield the floor
for a moment- Comrade 'Williams desires to be excused. He has had no re
freshment since he arrived in the city, and if the members will consent I will
suggest that the committee escort the comrade to the door.
Comrades Williams and Booth retired, escorted by the committee.

I

If

expk.vshs

of

comm

andery-ix-chief

officers.

The Commander-in-Chief: Brother Bookwalter has the floor now to
introduce a resolution.
Commander, before introducing that
C. A. BooKWAi.TEH, of Indiana:
resolution I would ask unanimous consent to give an explanation of it.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair rules that no resolution can be
introduced at this stage of the proceedings of this Encampment without sus
pension of the rules.
Then Commander. I desire to make a
C. A. Bookwalteii. of Indiana:
motion, after I shall have explained the reasons for offering my resolution to
this body.

Will the Encampment consent to hear
Understand, the order of business distinctly states what
shall be done and we have now reached the head of "Installation of Officers."
Commander, as a member of the Com
C. A. Bookwalter, of Indiana:
mittee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations I notice that a large number of
Divisions recommended to this Commandery that there be biennial instead of
annual sessions of this Commandery-in-Chief; and the strongest argument ad
vanced in favor of such sessions was that the expenses of the present annual
sessions of the Commandery were so enormous that the work of the Command
er-in-Chief and of the Offic?rs of ths Cammmdery was seriously hampered by
lack of funds. In view of ths fact that nine-tenths of the members of this
Commandery have paid their own expenses, and in view of the financial con
The Commander-in-Chief:

Brother Bookwalter.
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dition of the Order, and in view of the fact that during the next year we will
doubtless be compelled to meet the most serious financial crisis that this coun
try has ever experienced, and in view of the fact that the organization today
is in a critical condition, and every dollar should be husbanded and no expen
diture made unless value received is given, I believe that it would be no more
than justice, no more than fair to the Commandery that some limit should
now be placed upon the amount of bills presented by the officers of the Com
mandery-in-Chief for their services in attending the meetings of the Commandery-in-Ohief. I broach this subject with considerable hesitation for the
reason that I am open to the charge on the part of some brothers, if they de
sire to be uncharitable, that I have in the past enjoyed the usufruct, and that
as
now no longer enjoy it. I seek to draw a rule upon others that I would not
have liked to have drawn upon myself; but brothers, I believe you all see the
justice of it. Therefore, without further remark I move you that in the
future all officers of the Conimandery-in-Chief except the Commander-inChief, the Adjutant General and the Quartermaster General be limited to the
sum of 4550 in payment of expenses for attendance upon any session of the

I

Commandery-in-Chief.

The Commander-in-Chief:
cannot

The Chair must still rule that this matter
of the rules. The next order of
after new business is the nomination, election and installation of

be introduced

business
officers.

without

a suspension

J.

B. Lyon, of Iowa: Commander, in order to entertain the resolution
presented by Brother Bookwaltir, of Indiana, I move a suspension of the rules.
Harlan Thomas, of Colorado: Commander, I second that motion.

Brothers, you have heard the motion. It
two-thirds vote to suspend the rules, in order that this resolution

The Commander-in-Chief:

requires
may be
G.
of the

a

introduced.

I

Abbott, of Illinois: Commander.
doubt if there is two-thirds
accredited attendance
I do not think it is
present, at this time.
worth while to take up time voting.
The Commander-in-Chief:
think the statement of General Abbott is
correct.
the brothers will be still so that can count, I can tell in a half a
There are only 67 or t>8 members in the room.
minute.
There is not a suffi
cient number to suspend the rules or amend the Constitution and therefore,
the motion is out of order.
AVe will proceed with the installation of officers, unless some brother has
some motion to make relative to the postponement of that ceremony.
B.

I

If

I

I

William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander,
move you that this En
campment do now take recess to meet, for the purpose of the installation of
officers, at the Memorial Hall at the Soldiers Home in Dayton. Ohio, tomor
row morning.
EXCURSION

TO SOLDIER

S

HOME.

Inspector

General Fkazee: Commander, before this motion is put
to ask Brother Bundy for a statement from the Local Committee
of Dayton, or the Local Committee of Cincinnati who were acting in co-oper
ation with them; as to what they desire of this Commandery, as to whether it
shall attend in uniform, or citizens clothes; so that we may go in the morning
as they expect us.
I would like

Brother Selz,

tee on

of Dayton: Commander, representing the Local Commit
Arrangements, of Dayton, would say that we would like all who can

I
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to attend in uniform; but we do not want any to stay away because they can
not do so. We have arranged for your entertainment and it does not make
any difference just so you wear a Sons of Veterans badge.
would say that the train leaves at 9 o'clock tomorrow morning from the
Grand Central Depot, and all delegates to the Commandery-in-Chief and to
the Ladies' Aid Society will bs furnished transportation to Dayton free of
ask you to come and we will assure you of a good time.
charge.
would like to ask the local
A. L. Sparks, of New Jersey: Commander,
committ93 0:1 arrang3in?nt3
we
will
what time
get back from Dayton to

I

I

morrow

I

'{

Brotilek Davis, of

the Local Committee:
You can come back on any
regular train in the afternoon. The special train will leave Dayton at 10:30
in the evening.
You must have your ticket stamped at the depot before go
ing on the train. That is all that is necessary. Tickets will be furnished each
delegate on the train.
EXP2S3E3

0F C3MM ANDEKY-IN-CHIEI'"

OFFICERS.

Commander,
C. A. Bookwaltek, of Indiana:
Article VIII., Page 45
provides that the Constitution may be altered or amended as follows:
"The Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and the Ritual of the Sons of
Veterans, U. S. A., shall only be altered or amended by the Commandery-inChief. by a two thirds vote of the members reported present and entitled to a
vote, at a stated annual meeting thereof."
Now that undoubtedly requires two-thirds of those reported present and
entitled to vote. On page 46 it says:
"This order of business may be transposed by a two-thirds vote at any
stated meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, a quorum being present."

I

The Commander-in-Chief:
think that is right in accord with the rul
ing of the Chair.
C. A. Rookwalter, of Indiana:
The point is that the Constitution
requires a two-thirds vote of those who are registered on the books of the
Adjutant General to alter or amend the Constitution, but only requires a
two-thirds vote of the members present at any stated meeting to suspend the
rules, provided there is a quorum.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair ascertained that there was only
about (57 or f>8 members present. Supposing you suspended the rules and con
sidered the amendment.
You have not a sufficient number here to adopt it if
all voted in favor of it. The Chair did not rule that you could not suspend
the rules, but ruled that you could not carry this amendment to the Consti
tution.
C.

A.

Rookwalter, of Indiana:

ment to the Constitution.
expenses shall be paid.

But Commander, this is not an amend
The Constitution does not provide that all the

The Commander-in-Chief:

If

that

is

the case

then the Chair is In

error, and the rules may be suspended.

William E. Bi ndy, of Ohio: Commander, counting out visitors,
It would be best not to raise the point.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is doubtful if there is a quorum.

1

do

not think there is a quorum here.

ADJOl'RNED TO DAYTON.

William E. Bi ndy, of Ohio:

Commander,

OHIO.

I

made a motion which was
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move that this Encampment now adjourn to meet in Memorial
the National Soldiers' Home in Dayton, Ohio, tomorrow at noon.

seconded.

Hall at

2s l

Inspector General Frazee: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, it is moved and seconded that

we
Soldiers'

do now take recess to meet in the Memorial Hall at the National
Home at Dayton, tomorrow at noon. Are there any remarks?

authorize

a

it,

George S. Kling, of New York: Commander, it was suggested that the
ladies' Aid Society desired to have their installation ceremony in connection
with ours, and in order to do that it would be necessary, as I understand
to
public installation of our officers.

The Commander-in-Chief:

That can be done at that place.

it

?

a

it

I

Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander, rise for information. Sup
pose
should prove tomorrow when we assemble in Memorial Hall that there
was not quorum present. What would the result be
affect the
Would
installation of your successor, or the legality of any act that he might perform.

a

a

it

is

if

The Commander-in-Chief: It might possibly affect the installation cer
emonies
the question was raised.
A quorum of this body necessary to do
majority
business. The Constitution is clear on that point, and
requires
of the members accredited as present and entitled to vote to make quorum.

I

I

I

I

I

a

I

if

Frank McCrillis, of Illinois: Commander,
that be true
question
very seriously whether we will have
quorum in Dayton tomorrow, and
woiTld rather see the installation proceed now than to run any chances in that
particular.
would like to have the officers installed at Dayton; can appre
ciate all that these brothers have said about the appropriateness of it; but we
have elected officers for the ensuing year and the present Commander-in-Chief
desires to be relieved, and know that the incoming Commander-in-Chief de
sires to be installed.
do not think that we had better take any chances.
a

it

is

The Commander-in-Chief: There
motion to adjourn pending. This
debate has been permitted because the Chair saw the danger signal and hoped
some brother would bring
up.
a

is

a

is

a

is

is

a

a

is

it

a

I

I

is

Commander,
C. A. Book Walter, of Indiana:
recognize that there
motion pending and we are out of order in making remarks, but will say
this, that most deliberative bodies, at times, are guilty of fiction of the record.
quorum
A quorum
shown to be present, or
taken that
present
when the absence of quorum
Brothers are discreet enough to
not shown.
keep still. Legislative bodies meet on Friday and Saturday of each legisla
tive week, and pass bills up to the third reading by the hundred and nobody
calls for roll call consequently the absence of
not shown.
If
quorum
brothers will simply agree not to be technical tomorrow, there will be no
trouble; we can install the officers just as if everybody was present.

is

it

if

is

The Commander-in-Chiek:
That
the point which the Chair had in
mind — that if the question was raised the installation would be unconstitu
tional; but
all
you accept the suggestion made by Brother Bookwalter
right.

a

is

I

Acting Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Ornek: Commander,
do
not think there
any question before this Encampment at all. In most of
the annual sessions of this Encampment the installation of officers has taken
place with but very few members present.
They have quite generally gone
quorum has never been
home before the installation; but the question of
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raised.
Why, if a Son of a Veteran lies sick in bed he can be installed
his office at his home.

I

into

The Commander-in-Chief:
think after the word of caution we have
had, there will be no question raised; because
know the brothers of the Commandery-in-('hief desire to assist the committee in Dayton in every possible
way.
Commander, would it not be possible to pass
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois:
some resolution here whereby we can provide for the installation there.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair would rule that you cannot.
think it is all clear enough to us now.

I

I

Is it the desire of the Encampment that we have a public joint installa
tion with the Ladies' Aid Society?
Will you
(Cries of ••yes." "yes,'' ''yes.*")
authorize the Chair to appoint a committee to make the necessary arrange
K'ries of "consent,'' "consent."i
The Chair will select as that com
ments?
mittee our Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. He will inform the Ladies' Aid
Society that this Commandery extends an invitation to them to unite with us
in public installation ceremonies tomorrow.
All those in favor of the
You have heard the motion to take recess.
Contrary the same
motion will signify by the usual voting sign of the Order.
sign. The motion is carried and the Encampment now takes recess to meet
tomorrow at noon in Memorial Hall at the National Soldiers' Home at Day
ton. Ohio.
MEETING

AT DAYTON.

Dayton, Ohio. August 18. 1893.
12 o'clock m.
Memorial Hull, National Soldiers' Home,
The Commander-in-Chief: The Commandery will come to order.
Brothers, this is the time until which we took recess; and we now meet to close
the business of the Twelfth Annual Encampment. What is your pleasure?
William E. Bundy, of Ohio: Commander, I move you that the minutes
of this Encampment as taken down by the Official Stenographer be approved
without reading.

Adjutant General Lyon:
The Commander-in-Chief:

It

The Commander-in-Chief:

That business

Commander, I second the motion.
is moved by Brother Bundy, seconded
by Adjutant General Lyon that the minutes of this Encampment as taken
down by the Official Stenographer, William S. Garber, be approved without
As many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual
reading.
voting sign of the Order. Those opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed
to and it is so ordered.
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I move that we now proceed to
provide for the installation of the officers elected yesterday for the ensuing
year.
G. B.

Abbott, of Illinois:

Then Commander,

er-in-Chief appoint an installing officer and that
have a public installation of officers.

Si'rgeon General Wilcox:
The Commander-in-Chief:

is in order

without

a motion.

I

move that the Command
we then take a recess and

Commander. I second the motion.
has been moved and seconded that] the
Chair appoint an installing officer and that the Commandery-in-Chief then
adjourn for a public installation of officers. Are you ready for the question?
As many as are in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign

It
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Contrary the same sign.

The motion is agreed to, and it is so

ordered.

I will appoint Past Commander-in-Chief George B. Abbott, of Illinois, in
stalling officer.
If there is no objection the Chair will declare a recess daring which time
the public installation ceremonies will be conducted in the main auditorium
of this building.
RECESS.

Installing officer George 15. Abbott called the joint meeting of the Comniandery-in-Chief and the L. A. S. to order in the main auditorium of Memo
rial Hall, and Brothers Joseph B. Maccabe, C. T. Orner, J. 0. Wilkinson,
Charles K. Darling, Henry Frazee. J. A. Averdick, and E. W. Young were,
respectively installed as Commander-in-Chief, of the Order, Senior Vice Com
mander-in-Chief, Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief. Adjutant General, In
spector General, Surgeon General and Chaplain-in-Chief ; and Brothers Frank
P. Merrill and Elias P. Lyon, were duly installed as members of the Councilin-Chief. for the ensuing year.
The officers elect of the Ladies" Aid Society were'then publicly installed.
Past Commander-in-Chief Marvin E. Hall, acting as installing officer, the
Commander-in-Chief Joseph B. Maccabe presiding.
The purpose for which the recess was taken having been accomplished the
Commandery-in-Chief was called to order by Commander-in-Chief Joseph B.
Maccabe.
G. B.

Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I call upon the Past Command
er-in-Chief Marvin E. Hall to approach the altar.
Past Commander-in-Chief Hall took his station at the altar and was joined
Past
Commander-in-Chief Abbott.
by
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander, I am happy to be the means of
conveying this special mark of appreciation and esteem upon our worthy Past
Commander-in-Chief for the valuable services he has rendered the Order.
The conferring of the jewel of the Order upon the retiring executive officer as
a mark of our appreciation and love is one of the beautiful ceremonies
of our
Order; and it is a pleasure that devolves upon me to be the mouthpiece of the
whole Order in conveying to General Hall this token, and expressing to him
the sentiment that goes with it. It has been the custom to reward acts of
special valor or bravery upon the battle field, and to mark meritorious service
in any noble cause, by bestowing an emblem or token to be worn over the
heart of the deserving one; and it is now my great pleasure to carry out. what
has become a custom in our Order, and to confer upon General Hall as a
mark of its special consideration and its high appreciation such a token.
(After pinning the jewel on Gen. Hall's breast.)
General Hall, shoulder to shoulder with you have I worked, and so do I
fully know the eminent services you have rendered our beloved Order. For
two years as Commander of the Division of Michigan you served that Division
as it had never been served before or since.
You served two years upon my
staff and you served subsequent years as a staff officer upon the staff of my
In addition to that you have occupied minor positions in your
successors.
state, and be it said to your credit and glory, while still Commander-in-Chief
of this organization you found time to fill the humble office of Quartermaster
Sergeant of your Camp, in which humble position you were an example of
efficiency and devotion to the Order worthy of the imitation of every brother.
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A man capable of holding the highest position in the Ordsr was yet not too
high to serve in the most humble capacity.
In retiring from this work you
take with you the good will, the love and regard of 50,000 of the bravest boys
that it was every the glory of any man to command.
You wear upon your
breast the token of the Order, the emblem of the Past Commander-in-Chief.
Ever bear in mind that in that emblem is represented this regard, this love
and this appreciation of the boys you served.
take special pleasure in plac
ing this emblem upon this noble breast and welcoming Brother Hall to the
ranks of Past Commanders-in-Chiefs where he may stand along aside of those
who have worked zealously and successfully for the Organization.
General Hall you have completed your work to the satisfaction of this or
ganization; you have discharged your trust faithfully and well; I now on behalf
of the Order thank you. (Applause.)

I

Past Commander-in-Chief

Hall:

Past Commander-in-Chief Abbott

and brothers, it is not the assumption of power nor its successes that touch the
human heart so tenderly, or afford so much satisfaction, as to know that our
success is appreciated by others. These words of my brother, voicing the sen
timent of this Order as
believe, afford me great pleasure and satisfaction:
and I am sincerely grateful for them. Brothers, I thank you. (Applause.)
G. B. Abbott, of Illinois: Commander,
move that the Twelfth Annual
Encampment of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., do now adjourn sine die.
O. B. Brown, of Ohio:
Commander, 1 second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the T\ve[fth
Annual Encampment do now adjourn sine die. As many as are in favor of the
Contrary the
motion will so signify by the us ual voting sign of the Order.
same sign. The motion is agreed to
Commander-inChief Joseph B. Maccabe then closed the Encampment
in clue form.

I
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RECORD OF ROLL CALLS OF THE TWELFTH ANNUAL SESSION
COMMANDERY -IN-CHIEF, S. V., U. S. A.

Following are the names of those answering to one or more roll calls.
be understood that all other accredited members of the Encampment as
per report of Committee on Credentials (page 7) were absent throughout the
<~.
:

It will

session.

In the following table p signifies present; a, absent;
Boston; U, Davenport; blank, absent or not voting:

COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF

Commas

yea; n, nay; B,

officers.

Commander-in-Chief — Marvin K. Hall
ijiiariermasier General— R. Loebensteln
Adjutant General— Ellas P. Lyon
Inspector General— Ilenrv Frazee
Surgeon General— Reynold W. Wilcox
chaplatn-ln-Chlef— Rev. Charles McColley..
Councll-in-Chlef— Clayton II. Kochersiierger
Commandant S. V. Guards— GcorL II. Ilurlbnt
■'oster.
Advisory Hoard of s. V. Guards— j
^ Friedman .

Past

y,

P
P
P

P

I p

P li
P

I'
P
P
P
P
P
P
l> 8

n n
y n

peks-in-Ciiief

Frank P. Merrill..
Major A. P. Davis.
George W. Marks. .
Geo. H. Abbott ...
Charles F. Griffin.
Harlow S. Weeks..

Past Grand Division Commanded.
R.

H.J. Reed....

Waller s. Payne.
ALABAMA

A N D TEN N ESSE E.

ihirryl.. Ycuzey
Commandrr
Past Commander— *W. R. Coo|>er
Large—
at
G. P. Chandler
Delegate
Delegate— I,. W. Friedman

P P
p a p
a

p

COLORADO.
Delegate at

Large— Harlan Thomas
CONNECTICUT.

Commander— Henj R. Singleton
Delegate at Large— C. C. Rossberg
Delegate— A. o. Warner

ii « n n
a a ;i ii ii
a a a n n

ILLINOIS.
Commander— Cedric G Marsh
( C. T. Orner. . . .
Past Commanders
i Frank McCrlllis
Delegate at Large— Isaac Cutter
T^Packman
Delegates—
legates—
ik
I £
j prank L. Shepard
Alternate— C. W. Raymond
Commander— Newton .I. McGuire
Delegate at Large— C. A. Hookwalter
I R. S. Thompson
Alternates— } W. G. Young
I R. .7. Hosworth

P| y

y

p
a
i1

*.

p
p

IOWA.

Commandi r— J. Owen Smith
I James 1). Rowen
Post commandersI'nmmnnHr rs
last
( Lcw|s A D,Uey
Delegate at Large — R. Shaw Van
JDelegates- i
L>'on
Delegates
j George „ Uray

I P
p

TWELFTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

2Hi

M 3c H

a

a

1)
11H 11

a a a a

B

p |' p p

a a a a

.

a

D

p p p p

l>|

D

j

Commander Charles 1], Merrill..
Past Commander— .lohn C. Itlake.
Delegate at Large— Fred K. Fife..
Delegate— F. L. Heals

P P P

|

R

(

\

aj a a! i
a a

KENTl'C'KV.

Commander--.!, L. Todd. .Ir.
Fred (i. Singleton
I>nst
nst Commanders
ommanaers- I w
J|en(n

i

p

D
l> a a
1) a:
a
D
D a

1)

a a

P P
P P
1

p p a a

Commander— \Y. V. Morgan
Delegate in Large— F.. 11. Madison.
( W. II. Russell
Delegates —
P. F. Ackerman...
/ Grant \V. Harrington
Alternate— K. .1. Hopkins

y y
a p
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y y

COM.MAXDKRY-IX-CHIKF

—

MAHYI.AN*]).
Delegate— Frank A.

White.

>

}"'

J

»
PI

ii

B|a

Alternate

1J'

i

D. F. (iouldlng
William R. Davis

n

It 1!
;i A

w KaKer

..<

ii
n
n
I'

P •

F

Delegates-

> v ii y v >
»
n »

:
| ,
P P P • P P

I I \ |

I

I

J.

Ii
H B B H IS i: B
a a! a a a ii a a :i

MASSAllll'SETTS
•ommander— Albert c. Itlatsdell
It. Maccabe
C. F. Sargent
Fast Commanders— X. ('. V'pham
W. A. Stevens
C. K. Darling
Delegate at Large-George X. Howard
George W. Penniman
Charles 1). Kooney

MICHIIiAN.
n n

p p

n
n n

1' p p

Delegate at Large— C. .1. Post.
Delegate— (ieorge K. Cogshall.

.

a

missouu.
commander Fred F. Krnst
Past Commander— It. \V. Frauenthal.
Delegate at Large \\. F. Anderson.
Delegate— K. W. Dleterle
Alternate — lohn F. Human

;i ]■
.1
a
'I

a H ii
ii
U

y

"I'l'i

B !. B
al a a

P

I.

a'

n '

a P!

•, 1

a'

a| a a
n

MINNESOTA.

Commander— \V. A. Mullen
"• >Wham
Past commanders
Commanders— Klast
prancls Ci. Drew.
Delegate at large—
I-:. Austin
Delegate— C.
Roy
Alternate— Wm. (;'. Young

a

al.

P

y

D|

NEBRASKA.

Commander— \Y. H. MeArthur
Alternate at Large— \V. '1'. Itowen.
NEW HAMrsllIHK.
ERSE

J

NEW

V

I!

Delegate - Kdwln 11. Swett.

It

al

Commander— A. L. sparks.
NEW VOIIK.

a
ai a
a

a

Charles Kinney

Kling

I a

H. ('. H. Cooper

- George S.

D I) 1)

F. Holmes

w. s. oberd,

I
Delegates—

(.'larenee

I

l'nst Commanders-

, i

Commander- W. II. Robertson.,
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y

pa;
pa

y|
i

pa

anh

■
p
a
y y jr y
h . i

»
1

- ■,H- "■ 1)avls
, A .\verdick
R. It. llarrett

P

p
a
;

Deles-ates
Delegates

Pi

a »

Commander— Dan s. (iardner
I F. W. Myers
Wm. E. Bundy. .
'
Past Commanders. — c. J. Deckman...
.1. V. Milliard
Fillmore Musser
Delegate at Large— II V. S|ieelman
K. II. Archer

p

*

•

Alternate— .lohn F. Llddy

rKXNSVI.VAMA.

M.Lowry..
Horace
Delegate at Large- Wm. I. earns.,
Kmil
Toerstel
I
o. l). Stewart
Delegates ; Edwin Turpln
.John It. Wooden .
i HI wood T. Carr

Commander

p a p a p a
yv yv >
' i ' 1 ' i ■

r

y

v

a a

P i>
n i

p

P

1>a

Delegate

P 1"

Kiiinn: island
W illiam M. P. Rowen.
at Large
Arthur II. Spink..

Commander

HOl'TU DAKOTA.

Commander. W. S. Carpenter

P
P

WASHINGTON.
Tast Commander - K. Weldon Young
WEST VIRGINIA.
.'■

Commander Edwin O. Bower
Past Commander (;. Kd. Sylvls
Delegate
II. W. Tnurber.
WISCONSIN..

Commander -Walter C. Winter
Past Commander -Harry S. Fuller...
Delegate at Large
Joe M. chappie.

.v

P P
p p

P P
I'
a
a a|

VBUMONT.

Past Commander George E. Terrlll.
Delegate at Large W. E. Terrlll
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a
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COMMAS DEBY-IN-CHIEF

n o A O A Q
=■==■= = =

ai a

Adjutant
Adjutant

General, list of records kept by
General, report of Adjutant's, roster of
Age of elgibility, raised

-

-

-

-

-

-

Alden, Frank, Decision XXXIX in Court-Martial of
Alden, Erank, Decision XL VI in Court-Martial of
Amendments to Constitution, amendment in regard to
Applications for Charter, list of
Appointments of Commander-in-Chief confirmed
Appointment of committees
Appofntment of Officers of the Day and Officers of the
Guard
Appointments to fill vacancies in Commandery-in-Chief

-----------

officers

50.
150.
32.

33.
190.

52.
14.
15.

15.

5,

Assistant Adjutant General, authority to appoint
Assistant Inspector General, appointed
Assistant Quartermaster General appointed Assistant Quartermaster General, rank of decision XXIII
Assistant Quartermaster General, authority to appoint
Aumiller, Brother A. F., decision in Court Martial of
Aumiller, A. F., decision XXXI in Court Martial of Biennial sessions
of Commander-in-Chief
Blue Book, recommendations

thereon

43.
43, 232.

...

Bond of Camp Council
Bond of Quartermaster Sergeant
Bond of Quartermaster Sergeant, amount, decision XL 1 1
Cameron, Shelton T., decision XLV in Court Martial of
,
.
( Decision X thereon
,
„. .
Camp cannot change location, jteYersed
j
Camp officers, election and removal of

o.

222.
66.
54.

29, 221.
222.
25.
30.
19, 107,

19, 218.
166,
-

105.

32.
-

33.

-

20.
221.
164.

182, 250.

INDEX.

.

...

Communications from Divisions
Confirmation of Commander-in-Chief appointments Constitution, manner of amending Council-in-Chief relieved of consideration of Rituals
Council-in-Chief, report of Council-in-Chief, report of Commander-in-Chief thereon
Courtesies, acknowlegment of
Court's Martial, report of Commander-in-Chief thereon
Crippen, D. C, decision in Court Martial of
Crippen, D. C, decision XXVII in Court Martial of Cristy J. L., decision XL VII in Court Martial of
Crull, C. A., decision XXVIII, in Court Martial of Veterans,
report of Commander-in-Chief
Daughters of

thereon

------------

Dropped member, dispension to muster, decision
Dropped member pays no arrears, decision XVI
Election and removal of Camp officers

XXX

-

V

Deaf-mute eligiable, decision XXV
Decisions by Commandery-in-Chief
Decisions, recommendations of Commander-in-Chief thereon
Delegates, list of Discipline on parade
Division Adjutants and Quartermasters roster of
Division cannot confer past rank, decision IX thereon.
Divisions, communications from
Division elective oflicers, roster of
Division Encampments, time and place of
Division Quartermaster, permanent headquarters
-

-

32.
50,

24.
15.
148.

7. <>.

-------

Camp, suspended, no voice in Division Encampment, decis
ion XL1
Commandery-in-Chief oflicers, announcement of
Committee on arrangements, report of Commander-in-Chief
upon
Committee on Constitution, rules and regulations appointed
Committee on C. R. and R., report of Committee on Credentials, appointed
Committee on Credentials, report of
Committee on^Insurance, report of
Committee on Ladies' Aid Society, appointed
of
Committee on L. A. S., report
Committee on Officers' Reports appointed
Committee on Officers' Reports, report of
Committee on Press
Committee on Resolutions, appointed
Committee on Resolutions, Report of Committee on Resolutions, supplemental report of
Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies appointed
Committee on Rituals, report of
Committee on Transportation appointed
Committee on Twelfth Annual Encampment appointed
Communications from Camps and Individuals

112.
16.
200.

If!.
217.
15.

lo.
200.
248.
15.
169.
65.

65.
110.
108.
14.
190.
16.
147.
23.

200.
19.
30.
29.
33.
29.

19.
29.
24.
18.
7.
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205.
50.
26.
108.
49.

51.
186.
31.

27.
-

164.

......
---------INDEX.

----....
---------...
------

Election of officers
Eligibility, age of raised
Eligibility of deaf-mute, decision
Kligibility, decision I thereon
Eligibility, decision VI thereon

-

-

-

-

decision XI thereon
Encampment, announcement of program for
Encampment, fixing place of next
Encampments, Division, time and place of
»
Expenditures, comparative table of
Expenses of Commandery-in-Chief officers
Einances, report of Commander-in-Chief thereon
Elorida, Charter revoked
Elorida, recommendations in regard to
Forms, changes in
Funds, recommendations of Commander-in-Chief thereon Furniture, Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant General's
department
G. A. K., our relation to
CI. A. K., reception of Department Commander
General business of Adjutant General's department
General orders
(iilbert, Howard, decision XL in Court Martial of
Gold Cross, voted to M. 1). Friedman (iold Cross voted to W. S. Oberdorf
Growth of the Order, report of Commander-in-Chief thereon
(iuards, S. V., action in regard to

Eligibility,

Guards, S. V., report
Guards, S. V., report
Guards, S. V., report
Honorable discharge

-----

of Commandant of Commander-in-Chief thereon
Constitution Committee upon to ineligible person, void; decision XLI
Illinois, communication from.
Inspector General, report of Installation, decision XXIV thereon
Installation of officers
Insurance, discussion of
Insurance,' report of Commander-in-Chief thereon
Insurance, report of Committee on
Iron Cross, decision' 11 thereon
Judge Advocate General, report of
Kennan, A. C, decision XXX in Court Martial of
Ladies' Aid Society, appointment of Committee on Ladies' Aid Society, reception of Committee from
Ladies' Aid Society, report of Commander-in-Chief thereon
Ladies' Aid Society, report of Committee on
Leave of Absence, decision VII thereon
List of Delegates
Lowes, W. M., decision XI V in Court Martial of
Missouri,' communications from
Newspaper reports of proceedings
Officer of the Day, appointment of -

260.
156.

29.
21.
25.
26.
74.

240.
25.

40.
277.
19.

218.
17,

41.

41.
17.

55.
23.
072.
4,->.

56,

75.

.'12.

204.
201.
22.
229.
110, 23<>.

21.
161.

32.
189.
76, 233.

29,
283.
117, 144.

21.
112.

88, 231.
31.
16.
173.
19.

200.
7.

27.
186.
237.
15.

INDEX.
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Officer of the Guard, appointment of Officers, election of
Officers, titles of
Oklahoma recommendations, in regard to Opinions by Judge Advocate General Password and countersign, recommendation

-

-

15.

-

-

2<!0.
-

157.

-

88,

----------

42.

-

-

-

-

41.

-

-

in regard to

Past oflicers of suspended camps, rights of
Past rank — Divisions cannot confer, decision
Payne, Walter 8., case of
Pennsylvania, communication from

-

-

-

IX

32, 225.

thereon

26.

208.

-

-

184.

-

15.

Press Committee
of Commander-in-Chief
Proceedings,
recommendation
thereon
Quartermaster General, department of, report of Command
er-in-Chief thereon
General,
report of
Quartermaster
Quartermasters, roster of
Quartermaster Sergeant's bond, decision XLI1
bond
of
Sergeant,
Quartermaster
Quarterly reports, Adjutant General's report on Quarterly reports, consolidations 3d and 4th quarters 1892,
1st and 2nd quarters 1893, tables 1 to 4,

Quarterly reports, recommendation
thereon

-

-

-

-

(5,

Quinlan, James A., decision XIII in Court Martial of
Quinlin, J. It., decision XXII in Court Martial of
Receipts, comparative table of
Recommendation 1, 2 and 3, Adjutant General
Adjutant
General
Recommendation 4, 5 and
of Chaplain-in-Chief
Recommendations
Commander-in-Chief
Recommendation
C-in-C.
Recommendation
C-in-C. Recommendation
C-in-C.
Recommendation
C-in-C.
Recommendation
C-in-C.
Recommendation
C-in-C.
Recommendation
Recommendation and
Q. M. G.
6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1,

4, 2,

32.
165

45.

op. 48.

-

20.

-

28.

-

44, 232.

-

107, 234.

-

18, 218.

40.
-

45, 233.

-

18, 157, 21
19, 218.

20, 219.

....
....
....
-

7,

50.

27.

---------

7,

1

5, 3
6

17.

36, 231.

-

-

-

-

and
Recommendation
Q. M. G.
and
Recommendation
Q. M. G.
Recommendation
Q. M. G.
of Surgeon General Recommendations
of
list
department,
General's
Adjutant
of
Records
Rejection of applicant, name not to be published, decision
Rejection of applicant, decision
Relations to G. A. R., report of Commander-in-Chief upon
8.

21, 219.

of Commander-in-Chief

-

-

96.

XLIII

Relief, amount to be reported to G. A. R.
Removal of Camp officers
Report of Adjutant General
Report of Chaplain-in-Chief
Report of Commandant, S. V. Guards

-

-

-

III
-

-

-

-

-

-

20, 219.

21, 219.
23, 221.
41,231.
42, 231.

42. 232.
43, 232.
102. 233.

43.
25.
33.
23.

203.
165,

43,232.
104, 234.

110,236.

INDEX.
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.

....
....
-----

'17, 218.
Report of Commander-in-Chief Ileport of Committee on C. It. and R.
148.
Report of Committee on Credentials
7.
Report of Committee on Credentials, corrections to
12.
Report of Committee on Insurance
112.
Report of Committee on L. A. S.
200.
- 247.
Report of Committee on Officers' Reports
Report of Committee on Resolutions
200.
1(59,
Report of Committee on Rituals
147,
Report of Council-in-Chief
Report of Inspector General
76, 233.
Report of Judge Advocate General
88, 234.
Report of Quartermaster General
36, 231.
Report of Surgeon General
97, 233.
Reports of officers, appointment of committee on
16.
Reports of officers, report of Commander-in-Chief thereon
21.
- 217.
Reports of officers, report of committee on
Reports, quarterly, report and recommendation thereon 20.
Reports, semi-annual recommendation thereon
20.
Reports, semi-annual, unfavorable action 166.
Representation, basis of reduced
14s, 154.
Resolutions, appointment of committee on
IB.
- 200.
Resolutions, report of committee on
Revocation of staff appointment, decision V thereon
25.
Rhode Island, communications from
184, 185.
Ritual, cypher and key part of, decision XLII
32.
Ritual, report of Commander-in-Chief thereon
21.
Ritual, tactics to be used, decision VIII thereon 26.
Rituals and ceremonies, appointment of committee on
15.
Rituals, committee's report
169.
Rituals, Council-in-Chief relieved of consideration of
16.
Roahr, Frank, decision XXXVII in Court Martial of
31.
- 263.
Roll calls, record of
Roster of division Adjutants
60.
Roster of of division elective officers
49.
Roster of medical department S. V.
103.
Rowley Judgment, report of Commander-in-Chief thereon - 19.
Semi-annual reports, recommendation thereon
20, 166.
Shattock, W. O., decision XXIX in Court Martial of 30.
Smith, Fulton C, decision XXVI in Court Martial of 29.
Son of Veteran, oldest
251.
Spear, Edwin W., decision XV in Court Martial of
27.
Spear, Edwin W., decision XIX in Court Martial of
28.
Staff officers pro tem, rights of, decision XXXII 30.
- 224.
Staff officers, pro tem, rights of, report upon 33.
Streeter. Oscar, decision XLIV in Court Martial of
H.,
John
decision
XII
in
Court
Martial
of
26.
Sturgeon,
28.
Sturgeon, John H., decision XX in Court Martial of

-----

....

--------....
------

''Subsequent meeting" defined, decision
Supplies, profit on, 25 per cent
Surgeon General, report of

XXXIV
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

31.
203.
97, 233.
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Sword belt, regulation changed
Telegrams congratulatory
Titles of officers, recommendations upon Transportation, report of Commander-in-Chief thereon
Visits, official, report of Commander-in-Chief thereon Wagner, J. A., decision XVIII in Court Martial of Wagner, J. A., decision XXI in Court Martial of
Webb, Leland J., announcement of death
Webb, Leland J., appointment of committee on Webb, Leland J., biography of
AVebb, Leland J., memorial service for
Webb, Leland J., recommendation of Commander in-Chief
*
Webb, Leland J., resolutions
Woman's Kelief Corps organizations similar to

-

247. 259.
169, 263.
157.

24.
18.

27.
28.
69.
245.
-

253.
252.
23.

258.
-

205.

